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“NO person
shallilbe
deprved ol
e liverty; o
PrEPErty.
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‘IR dISpPoeSIngl o matters promptly and
efficiently; a judge must demonstrate
due regald fior the rghts ol parties to) e
neard and ternave Issues resoelved
WiIthout Unnecessary cost or delay. A
judge should moenitor and supervise
cases In ways that reduce or (continued)
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eliminater dilatenR/ pPractices; avoeidanie
delays; and URnecessary/ costs: In
acecomplisningrthese criticaligeals nrthe
INCreasing numer of cases invelving
self-represented litigants, a judge may
take appropriate steps to facilitate a self-
represented litigant’s ability to be heard.”
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“The rght tor e neardl s an; essential
compenent o a faliFand impartial system
ef justice. Supstantive rghts el litigants
can be protected only I procedures
protecting the right to be heard are
observed.”
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Liphoeld and
APl theslavy;
ane shall
PErteN all
dUuties of
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fairly: and
iImpartially.”
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“ATjUdeermay. makerreasonanie
accommodations te ensure seli-
fepresented litigants the eppoertinity to
have thelr matters fairly heard.”
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“ANhen
CICUMStanCces
Q) the Interests
of justice
feguire it or
When expressly.
(continued)
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alitherzed Ry law, afjlucgerelirarcol: ok
Imited UrSaIcCHeR may:
(L)rengage inrex: parte:communications

INVeIVInG administrative; ministeral or
scheduling matters provided:
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(@) therjudgerreasenaily helieves that o
partyAWilifgainrarproceduralfetactical
advantage asia'restlt e the exiparte
communication; and

() the judge notifies all other parties, If
necessary to prevent any party from
gaining a procedural or tactical
advantage.”



ACCESS TO JUSTICE

COURTS OF LIMITED J

URISDICTION

SIS RUleNs tallered ter accomimoeate  the
URIgUEercirctmstancestintwnichrMoRtana’s
COUS O limited JUrSaICtion operate:

This ruleracknoewledges t
exist In both large metro
ISelated rural lecations; t

nat these courts
Politan and

nat the judge’s

of these courts may (continued)
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Ol May. et haVe  ClIerks 0 Gthelr Stalis .. .
hat It ISTnecessary for these jUdges 1o
SOMEtmes;speak difectly Withrarparty . .
10 Verhy or claniy administrative or
ministerial facts; and that suchr courts must
administer large case loads consisting
primarily of . . . civil matters involving
amounts limited by law.”
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“A judge shall
fequire court
stalil; cCourt
efficials, ‘and
ethers sulject
10 the judge's
direction and
(continued)
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CONtrol to act In' a manner consistent
With the Judge Siebligations under: this
Coae.”
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“AljUdgeris respensikle ior RIS ekr REr oWn
conaUct anadrier thercenduct eff ethers; Such as
Stalil; WREN theSe PErSens aieracting at the
jUdge’s direction or contrel. Atjudge may not
direct court persennel terengage in conauct on
the judge’s behalf or as to the judge’s
representation Wwhen such conduct Wwould
violate the Code If undertaken by the judge.”



ACCESS TO JUSTICE
COURTS OF LIMITED JURISDICTION

“Ajudge may
encourage
JaWWYErsSite
previde pre
DONe pPUklICEe
legal
Services.”
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SR adaiien ter appenting l2VWyers ter SERe
as counselerinaigent partesin Indiviaual
CASES; a Judgermay preomote broader
ACCesSs 1o justice by encouraging lawyers
10 participate’ in pPro keno publico legal
services, I In doing so the judge does not
employ coercion, or abuse the prestige of
judicial office.”
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S0 A jUdgermay providerieadersnipin
IMprevingrequal accessitortherjustice
SysStem; aeveloping pukliciedication
pregrams; engaging inreutreach activities
10 promote the fair administration of
justice; and convening and participating Iin
advisory committees and (continued)
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community, cellalerations devoted torthe

Imprevement ef thelavw; therlegal system,
the provision of legall Services; and/ol: the
administration’ of justice.”
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COURTS O LIIEE=P,
JURISDICIHON.

“WHATTJUSTICE LOOKSILIKE™
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Montana Supreme Court
Court Help Program -~

O

L Self Help Law Program Administrator
Erin Farris

I—
/>3‘

2 Pro Bono Coordinator
Patricia Fain e
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