
MINUTES 

MONTANA SENATE 
52nd LEGISLATURE - 1st SPECIAL SESSION 

JOINT COMMITTEE ON RULES 

Call to Order: By Chair Fred Van Valkenburg, on January 2, 1992, 
at 3:05 p.m. 

ROLL CALL 

Members Present: 

Fred Van Valkenburg, Chairman (D) 
Joseph Mazurek, Vice Chairman (D) 
Bruce Crippen (R) 
Hal Harper (D) 
Paula Darko (D) 
Mike Kadas (D) 
John Mercer (R) 

Members Excused: 

Delwyn Gage (R) 
Judy Jacobson (0) 
Thomas Keating (R) 
Paul Svrcek (D) 
Jerry Driscoll (D) 
Dave Brown (D) 
Larry Grinde (R) 
Jim Rice (R) 
Angela Russell (D) 
Bill Strizich (D) 
Chuck Sywsgood (R) 

Staff Present: Greg Petesch, Legislative Council Staff 

Please Note: These are summary minutes. Testimony and 
discussion are paraphrased and condensed. 

Senator Van Valkenburg explained the purpose of this meeting 
was to determine if there were any proposals in changes to the 
rules other than those discussed during the December 12, 1991, 
meeting. 
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Representative Harper expressed a concern for the need to 
have sufficient information before making a decision on a vote. 

Representative Mercer explained there were printing rules 
being suspended. He expressed a desire for an agreement on the 
vote which is being taken, rather than have a rule 
interpretation. 

Senator Van Valkenburg suggested the leadership take the 
responsibility to fully disclose what is being voted on or to 
slow the process. 

Senator Van Valkenburg explained that at start of the 
session on Monday, he and Representative Driscoll would make 
motions to adopt the rules of the 52nd Legislature with the 
exceptions as noted at the December 12, 1991, meeting. 

Senator Van Valkenburg asked Mr. Greg Petesch if there were 
any bill drafting requests which have been submitted which Mr. 
Petesch has not determined to not be within the Call. 

Mr. Petesch explained there were two income tax surtax 
requests which he determined were not within the Call. 

Senator Van Valkenburg asked if anyone felt those two 
requests would be within the Call. With no response from any of 
the Rules Committee members, Senator Van Valkenburg Sustained the 
ruling of the Legislative Council. 

Mr. Petesch told the Committee there was one other bill 
drafting request which would limit the deductibility of federal 
income taxes paid on state income taxes. He explained he had 
determined this was not within the Call. Senator Van Valkenburg 
sustained this ruling also. 

Representative Mercer asked if an addition could be 
the rules in regards to petitions to expand the session. 
suggested whenever a petition is prepared by the council 
be filed or the caucus leadership be notified. 

made to 
He 

a copy 

Mr. Petesch explained there is not.a list kept of petitions 
as there are with bill draft requests because these are not 
directed to a specific staff member. 

Senator Van Valkenburg suggested it is not necessary for 
such petitions to go through the Legislative Council. He told 
the Committee discussion regarding petitions could take place 
before future general sessions but it would not be possible 
before the beginning of this Special Session. 

Senator Van Valkenburg explained if the exceptions to rules 
are adopted which were proposed there are no introduction or 
request deadline for bills during this session. 
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Adjournment At: 3:15 p.m. 
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ADJOURNMENT 
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~ VAN VALKENBUR 
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