MINUTES

MONTANA SENATE
52nd LEGISLATURE - REGULAR SESSION

COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION
Call to Order: B3y SERATOR CHET BLAYLOCH

on February 15, 1991, at 3:00 P. M.
ROLL CALL

Members Present:
Chet Blavlock, Chairman (D)
Harry Fritz, Vice Chairman (D)
Robert Brown (R)
Bill Farrell (R)
Dennis Nathe (R)
Dick Pinscneault (D
Mignon Waterman (D)
Bill Yellowtail (D)

)

Members Excused:

H. W. Hammond (R)
Staff Present: Eddye McClure (Legislative Council).

Please Note: These are summary minutes. Testimony and
discussion are paraphrased and condensed.

Executive Action Taken:

SENATOR WATERMAN announced: The Simms Project has been selected
by the National Science Foundation for an on-site visit, March 5.
She said that she had been asked by the Mathematics Ccaliticn tc
request that the Educational and Cultural Resource Committee
introduce a resolution that would recognize the visit of March 5
by the National Science Foundation. A grant of several miliion
dollars is involved that would make it possible to plan and
update mathematics and provide a school partnership emphasizing
the importance cf mathematics. Because the deadline for bills
has passed, SENATOR WATERMAN MOVED that the Senate Education and

Cultural Resource Committee approve this resolution. THE VOTE
WAS UNANIMOUS. MOTION PASSED.

HERRING ON SB 287

Presentation and Opening Statement by Sponsor:

Senator Del Gage, Senate District 5, presented SB 287, an act to
establish responsibilities and rights of a parent who provides a
home school and rights of a child in Home Schoocl. Senator Gage
said that SB 287 comes before the committee as a result of the
home school law in the state of Montana. He thanked the numbers
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of people in home schools from all over Montana who have written
to him especially the children. He said that he would like to
recommend an amendment to SB 287 on Line 4, Page 1. He wanted to
change the word, "establish" to "recognize" since he said that he
thought that parental rights were established long ago. SB 287
is asking that the state with this legislation recognize the
responsibilities and opportunities of the home school parents.

Proponents' Testimony:

schools in Montana for 10 years instrumental in introducing the
first legislature in 1983 for home schools. He said they
compromised in 1983 and the private and public educators were nct
happy with what came out of the legislation. He remembered
drafting a bill that he thought was just perfect--that it was
common sense and practical--but the bill was quickly defeated,
and he said there were many bills like that but he thanked the
ccmmittee, saying they had shcown great leadership in 1983 and
with the help of Senators Mazurek, Brown, and several others a
pill was drafced known as the Senate Compromise Bill that became
the present day law for home schools.

He said that he had found that most home schoolers were very
dedicated. He said that there have been a few that home programs
didn't work out for some reason and those children have gone into
private or public schools. He feels children are usually
enriched by the experience of home school education.

Attached: Signatures and exhibits supporting SB 287.

Opponents' Testimony:

Bruce Moerer, Staff Attorney, Montana School Boards Association,
testified in opposition to SB 287.

Jess Long, Montana School Administrators, testified in opposition
to SB 287.

Closing by Sponsor:

Senator G hanked homeschoolers for their dedication to the
pff\ﬁ"‘ ™ a
o

] s i hi s h) o
rogram hanked the committee for their wcrk on legislatiocon

-
which protects the home schoolers. He urged passage of SB 287.

CAIE /oK

SENATOR CEET JLAYLOCK, Chairman

CB/bc &ﬁq Clark

/BETSY CLARK, Secretary

Adjournment At: 5:00 P. M.
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 This exh1b1t is a 58-page study. The original is available at the Montana H1stor1ca]
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I . A NATIONW[DE STUDY OF HOME EDUCATION
: FAM[LY CHARACTERISI’ICS LEGAL MATTERS, AND STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT

-------

Brian D. Ray, Ph.D.

National Home Education Research Institute
v 25 West Cremona Street
- Seattle, Washington 98119

Copyright (C) 1990 by Brian D. Ray .
(revised December 1990} .
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.chﬂdren in support of home schoohng. The original is avaﬂab]e at' _the Montana
H1stor1ca] Society, 225 N. Roberts, Helena, MT. (Phone 406—444-4775)




Exhibits 4-74 consist of letters in support of SB 287. The
originals are stored at the Montana Historical Society, 225
North Roberts, Helena, MT 59601. (Phone 406-444-4775)
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(This sheet to be used by those testifying on a bill.)
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WITNESS STATEMENT

To be completed by a person testifying or a person who wants
their testimony entered into the record.

Dated this Zéj day of .angié* , 1991.
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WITNESS STATEMENT

To be completed by a person testifying or a person who wants
their testimony entered into the record.

Dated this /5  day of ]';),,W.,,L , 1991.
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To be completed by a person testifying or a person who wants
their testimony entered into the record.

Dated this /S day of TZ@EUAR\{ , 1991.
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Appearing on which proposal?
SR 287
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Comments:
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WITNESS STATEMENT

To be completed by a person testifying or a person who wants
their testimony entered into the record.

Dated this /S5 day of T ER - , 1991.
Name : L ARRY  HERBERT M.D. .
Address: 4392 LoRede  PLACE
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WITNESS STATEMENT

To be completed by a person testifying or a person who wants
their testimony entered into the record.

Dated this [Q; day of k;f44§Loq¢44 , 1991,
Name: ﬂdm R oo A i
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Comments:
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WITNESS STATEMENT

To be completed by a person testifying or a person who wants
their testimony entered into the record.

Dated this _isz_ day of %élg. , 1991.
Name: [;nd&.& //o/Je/y;
Address: //C 7.3 ﬁox 70 &
i/él_,//cr, "= 57486
Telephone Number: o] 79-333( ”

Representing whom?
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Comments:
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WITNESS STATEMENT

To be completed by a person testifying or a person who wants
their testimony entered into the record.
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Dated this =y day of /¢4¢L¢Q144£Z r 1991,

Name: ({\(//1‘14/ (61\./)///“( //L(/?’lf /7/(’ﬁ/

Address: [%(\)L Q3%
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Telephone Number: ’;. X7-535¢
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Comments:
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WITNESS STATEMENT

To be completed by a person testifying or a person who wants
their testimony entered into the record.

Dated this /\/) f‘éay of F)’/E)éu»w/w ; 1991.
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Do you: Support?_izggs Amend? Oppose?
Comments:
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WITNESS STATEMENT

To be completed by a person testifying or a person who wants
their testimony entered into the record.

Dated this [{# day of [FAEBRRUAR , 1991,
Name: Danv/fl LRI HH4 LL

Address: Box /59
E.NECE~Y #] 594635

Telephone Number: 4J¢- 442-55/9

Representing whom?

Nomg EbvcgT/on

Appearing on which proposal?

SB 297
Do you: Support? 2§ Amend? Oppose?
Comments:
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WITNESS STATEMENT

To be completed by a person testifying or a person who wants

their testimony entered into the record.

K
Dated this /3~ day of \-j}’gp“gf&/ , 1991,
Name:” L) Starishine
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Telephone Number: ﬁa(,) £A4G~4403
Representing whom?
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Comments:
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WITNESS STATEMENT

To be completed by a person testifying or a person who wants
their testimony entered into the record.
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Dated this /.S —day of /:eém,muw/ » 1991.

Name: /t/cuﬁk Gerber
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Representing whom?
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Do you: Support? Z Amend? Oppose?

Comments:
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WITNESS STATEMENT

To be completed by a person testifying or a person who wants
their testimony entered into the record.

Dated this /5 day of F@é;/ugy\/ , 1991,

Name: (Y%_m//me IE/ /74)/4)4?;/%
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WITNESS STATEMENT

To be completed by a person testifying or a person who wants
their testimony entered into the record.
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Dated this j54h day of f e Dridry , 1991.
{
/ "
Name: /| ndi ) Jarvis

N

address: 315 Cinrke St

He iénaI Vi

[Vl |
Telephone Number: “YY32-3)¥
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Representing whom?
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Appearing on which proposal?
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Do you: Support? ./~ Amend? Cppose?

Comments:
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WITNESS STATEMENT

To be completed by a person testifying or a person who wants
their testimony entered into the record.

Dated this /£  day of ié gziﬁcﬁzg / , 1991,
7 -
Name: /%f)u,w ‘ﬁhﬂwv

/

Addre:s: /00 /d@f” Q/ ) %JO’U . 7/1(7'

Telephone Number:

Representing whom?

Appearing on which proposal?

OB2R57

Do you: Support? y//’ Amend? Oppose?

Comments:

PLEASE LEAVE ANY PREPARED STATEMENTS WITH THE COMMISENEH SBICARBRRY
EXHIBIT NO._

DATE_




February 15, 1990

ST EB‘JCATIR?;
EXHIBIT NO. i

To: Senate Education Committee Members
DATE a - l 5 'ﬁ!
Re: SB287 BiLL KO a a‘z

My name is Erin Brown. My famiiy and | reside in kavaiii County. i
come before you representing myse!f, my family and several friends

who are not able to be here today.

We are very pleased with SB287. This piece of legislation is one
which reinforces parental rights and reponsibilities. No one can
questicn this bill's constitutionality. I applaud and thank those

iegisiators who have sponscred this biil and those who support it.

We have been involved with home education for over 8 years. Five of
those years were spent in Nevada. My husband and | were active
legislatively when Nevada began passing restrictive home education
laws. We have kept abreast of the home education climate in Nevada.

i

-

"

'

ocrtunately, each yvear new regulations are added. This has caused

an antagonistic climate between legislators, public school officials
[=)

and parent educators. The stateANevada and home educating taxpayers
have become opponets in the courtroom as a result of these
regulaticns. Had Nevada implemented a law such as SB287 there would
be a sense of cooperation between legislators, public school

officials, and parent educators rather than the biltternees and anger

they are now experiencing.

Montana has a golden opportunity to create an atmosphere of support

and cocperation for her state's home educating families by passing



We personally know 40 families who home school. ALL of these who
have chosen to educate their children take the responsibility
seriously and are constantly reaching for excellence in their
child(ren)'s education. I can confidently speak for these frgénds
when | say that we would feel secure with firm legislatipn which is

supportive of ocur constitutional rights for home education.

I have with me today *two of cur children. We have studied and
discussed at length the founding of America, the Founding Fathers and
their stand for freedom, the purpose and meaning of our great
constitution. They understand that one of our’duties as citizens cf
the United States is that we are to be watchful that our valued

freedoms are not abridged or robbed from us.

Members of this committee, today | present to you my children as your
students. In this arena you are their educators. They know that
your job as elected officials is to protect our freedoms. By your
vote on SB287 you will impart to them the reality of our unique

legislative system. They are watching you and listening to you thisf;fwwa~

day. They understand that your support of this bill is support of
Americans' freedoms, our families' freedoms and their personal

freedoms.

The Brown family urges your support of SB287.
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fefore man set a footprint in “fontana soil, Good-‘other-lizard, “faisaurs
knew wnose responsikility it was to educate her young., Every deer
and bird in ‘ontana knows whose responsitilty it is to educate their
voung. The Zreator knows whose responsibility it is for 211 of his
creaturss to educate their young.

are protely tiae only species egotisical snough to try to taie
s1d resn0351t1 it away from trose to wion it telongs tainging

= do 2z hettsr jor., It ,
L surnrisiub that ressarci is shovizg tre error of this
t A stucy cone in ”"ssaCQuQettes showstizat the litsracy rate

went cowr after ccrrulsory schocling and rever retur-sc to pr °-c0f“u1
mAalaAa~Adl Totrale -
Senate 2111 287 is rore than an ordinary law, it is a2 zroclaration
of trust and faith in families, It is 2z recognition EV the State of
“iontana tzat, 1ixs “zisaurz zac our Creztor, ToatanansS K10W winose
rigat and rssyonsitilit: it is to ecucste offspring
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mre__ @15 <91
BL b od 87




v February 14, 1991
Steven T. and Earleen Lloyd
P.0.Box 2
Boulder, MT 59632

Senate Education Comnittee
State Capitol
Helena, MT 59620

Dear Senators:

We are asking that you pliease consider supporting SBe287 sponsored
by Senator Del Gage. This is a bill that would further define the present
home schocl statutes.

As graduates of the Montana high school and college systems, we know
the benefits and privileges of a quality education. Ve alsoc as Montanans
wish to see our children raised, educated and a part of Montana's future.

The reason we home educate our children is twofold;
1>our oldest child was in the public system and it was failing her and
2) our Christian beliefs can not be upheld in the public system as they
can be in our home setting. Ve know and appreciate every Montanan’s
right to chcocose a public or private school, as we alsc appreciate the
privilege to raise our children as we see best. Our daughter attended
kindergarten and the first gquarter of first grade in the public systen
in Boulder. She is bright, but much to our dismay we found her to
be frustrated with the reading program. After much looking into the
problem, we discovered that the program was new and did not lean alot
to -pkonics. VWe know that a good reading background is the basis for a
"successful school career. She was not getting off to a good start. Ve
‘pulled her out and reviewed her kindergarten year with her. She is now
an avid reader and an above average student who has confidence in her
work. Our curriculum is totally Christian based and well excedes the
normal standards of education.

_ Ve know two fine people who were educated by the public school
‘'system. She did not finish high school, but dropped out. He graduated
but does not know how to read or write. We feel that the public

system failed these two wonderful people, but we realize that no one
system can be 100% perfect for all people. We ask that you consider
"making it possible for ALL Montanans to always have the chaoice to
choose the way their children are educated.

In closing we would just like to add that we do not expect you

to understand why we home school, but just that we wish to keep the
freedom to determine and educate our children as we see best. It

is é very precicus Ireedom to ALL Mcatanans!

g"“’&“" %ENATE |
Steven T. Llo d.E EDUCAT]ON

Earleen Lloyd AWMTN
By " 1

Sincerely,



My name is Vicky Locke, I am a propohent of 5,EB.
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fince we registered as a Heme School Family in 1983 we’'ve

heard complaints about just who is the authority +

Home Schoel studsnts,

Many parents believe tneir children would do
and academically if they continued their instructi

home, rather than going to a public or privates sch
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5.B.287 clarifies the Hcms
clearly states who is responsibie for the choice o
curriculum, method of presentation and svaluation

choices.

The Montana Home School Law works. When you pass

it will work even better.

Thank youw for passing 5.RB. 287.
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Committee Chairman and Committese Members:

My husband, a professional 2ngineer, and I strongly support
this bill, 58287. We responsibly home sducate owr five children
and feel it is not only owur right to Do 33 O :
responsibility that they receive a good esducation

Mozh  Wehster, 2 graduate of Yale, descen
Bovernor William Bradford, and a lawyer understocd the
principles of our nmation when he composed his 1828 Dictionary.

I"d like to gueote from a copy of his 1828 dictionary.

. Lo ey [y it insnz

L S A

ant of Pilgrim

"EDUCATION, n. [L. educatico.] The bringing up. as of a

childy  instruction; formation of manners. Education
zomprazhends =211 that sesries ot lnstruction and
discipline which 1is intended to enlighiten the
wnderstanding, correct the tempesr. and form Lhe mannesrs
zrnd habitse of vouth, arnd fit +them for usefulness in
their futurse stations. To give children & good
education in mannsre, arts, and science, is important;
o give them a religicus education is  indispsnsable;
arnd an  immense responsibility restis on parsnts and
guardians who meglect these dutiss."

As you can see it was meant from the beginning our naticn

children. In Noah Webster’'s day w2 had the highsst
that there gver was in our country and home educ:
integral part of that.

We urge your support for this bill, SRZ87.

of r
for parents to have the right and responsibility to educat

lite

2

Sincerely yours,
—~— - .
‘Q“%Qui,66uwfuy

Richard and Cindi Jarvis

SENATE EDUCATION
EXHIBIT NO.__
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February 15, 1991
Senate Education Committee

Dear Mr. Chairman:

In a day and age when we see the constant chipping away of our rights as
parents and the erosion of the family, it is refreshing to see legislation as
SB 287 which reaffirms those rights and strengthens the family. indeed, as
SB 287 plainly states, the responsibility for establishing the educational

philosophy for our children beiongs with the parents.

We recently moved here from Colorado and one of the deciding factors in that
move was the favorable home schooling law that presently exists. SB 287 helps

to clarify and strenghten that law and we urge your suppon.

énocerelg. ; ,
MWaso Lot

Bo Stuar( J
Maggie Stuart

SENATE EDUCATION

EXHIBIT NO._ ‘ Q



SENATE EDUCATOn
EXHIBIT NO. February 15,1991
DATE___

BIL NO.___

Dear )K:£%77&LZ27' 5€23427707707216{ J

Not many years back we were granted the right to

school our children st home. "Yhis new law was intro-

T

-

duced along with grealb rejoicing on ocur part, due o
the fact that we were already under pressure to put
our children in public school. 'Thanks to those men
who were elected to office that year, we have the
freedom to educate our children the way we choose.

Within the last two legislative secsions there has

been a movement within the ecucstionul system to teke
cur new-~fcuné freedoms =swery. We only hope that with

our support this new bill, as it becomes law, will
bl b
give us the aesurgncs of cur ri_htz ¢z fmericans to

fit. TYes,
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educate snd raise our

wherever freedoms are, they will te :btuszecd, but when
they cease o exist ¢o wilil Lnerica. ‘Thank you so

much for your support. Please vote "yes" to SB-287.

With much concern,

- T -

B ana %

55 Ly Geek R4
Bowdder Mgrdana

SENATE EDUCATION
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no way that s school or county superintendent could choose a
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Honorable Chairperson and Committee Members:

I am Roxie Sporleder from Great Falls. I have a Master's Degree
in Education and currently hold a Montana Class 1 Teaching Certificate.
I have over 20 years' experience in the field of education,
working in such capacities as a teacher, an administrator of
a private school, an in-service trainer for teachers, and a

heomschocter ¢f seven children.: Three of mv homeschooled children

s

are currently attending college. I am asking you to support
Senate Bill Z87.

Today I would like to address in particular the provision
stating that the parent is the sole authority and is responsible
for all decisions regarding the selection of instructional
materials, curriculum, and textbocks. I believe parenté have
both the capabilities and the resources to effectively fulfill
these responsibilities.

First of all, we must realize that the homeschool movement
is serviced by a full range of professionals. These not only
include individuals with Bachelor of Arts degrees, but also
those with Master's degrees and Doctoral degrees in Educationm.
Those with advanced degrees are involved in scientific educational
research, in curriculum development, in teacher and parent
education, and in other administrative and supportive services.
With the help of these professionals, including the Hewitt
Research Foundation and the National Home Education Research
Institute, homeschoolers are on the cutting edge of educational
methodology. Some of the current trends in American education
arecooperative learning, learning styles instruction, individualized
instruction, process Writing, and cross-age tutoring. By the
very nature of homeschooling itself and by deliberate choice,
these are curriculum methods successfully employed by homeschooling
parents.

Secondly, many basic books about schooling and homeschooling
are available to the parent. The Big Book of Home Learning
series by Mary Pride, The Curriculum Manual by Cathy Duffy,

The Homeschool Manual by Dr. Ted Wade, professor of education,and
Homestyle Teaching and Homegrown Kids by Dr. Raymond and Dorothy

Moore are but a few of these kinds of books. These give cleaxrr
and detailed guidelines and instructions on ¥N#Hi ERICAROMOnstruction
EXHIBT o/ 4 |

me_&d=15-9]




textbook sources and selection, curriculum reviews, approaches
to teaching each subject, and much more information.

Thirdly, parent%have access to hundreds of publishers
that print for the general public, for the private school,
and/or the homeschool. These publishers include the major
Christian publishing companies such as Bob Jones Press, A Beka
Publishing, and Alpha Omega. In the last Teaching Home, a

national magazine for homeschoolers, 93 publishers were reviewed
or advertized. Through these poublishers, high structured,
closely supervised programs are available as well as individual
textbooks and materials.
A fourth major resource to parents are the monthly newsletters

and magazines published especially for the homeschooler. The

Teaching Home, the nationally distributed magazine mentioned

earlier, contains a wealth of information to enable parents

to succeed. Dr. Ruth Beechick serves as the Educational

Consultant for this magazine. Besides the ads for the publishers,

textbooks and curriculums are reviewed and rated. 'Teaching

Methods and Tips' is a regular column that gives practical

oideas to make teaching more effective. Each month there is

a special section with up to ten articles devoted to a specific

teaching area and methodology such as reading, literature,

music, hands-on-learning, mathematics, and other curriculum subjects.
A fifth valuable resource to the homeschooling parent are

the workshops, conventions, and seminars that are conducted

by professiocnals and experienced homeschoolers throughcut

the United States. There are at least 24 state conventions,

including Montana and over 24 workshcp ccurses cffered to parents .

The Association of Christian Schools International has invited

homseschoolers to their regional ¢

companies such as Bob Jones oifer 1 to 3 day seminars fcor

The sixth resource I wish to mention are the support grou

©
]

in the local communities.These.can be miniwworkshopsw+where
professionals and homeschoolers present valuable information

on curriculum, the teaching-learning process, and other educational
subjects, or they are discussions of relevant issues by parents,
resulting in parents helping other parents. The purpose of

these support groups is to continue the training of the parent
in educational areas, to solve particular problems faced in



the education of children, and to share ideas.
In summary, parents have their own professional network
to help them set up a curriculum and select methodologies that
are best suited to the particular learning style and needs
of their children and in accordance with their philosophy

of education and religious convictions.

Respectfully submitted,

\\/{){ ) Q,/f ) /:2 ./
Roxie Sporleder
2215 4th Ave. South

Great Falls, Montana 59405
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February 12, 1991

The Honorable Stan Stephens
Governor, State of Montana

- ~ A
QJ—:v—a C:r\‘l +r~.1 room 204

(=SSR IRG A

Helena, Montana 59620
Dear Governor Stephens:

As a business person and as a mother, I really
appreciate Montana's good homeschooling laws.

I worked for the University of Calgary for cne

and one-half years, and for Simon Fraser Univer-
gity in Vancouver, Canada for almost ten years,
before I was married. ©Now my husband and I really
enjoy our children, and we get great -joy educating
them!

We have our oldest taking Yamaha Group Piano
Lessons, which are expensive, but wonderful! He
also belongs to a Club and he really loves that -
his teacher there says he is a joy and she told
me that she is excited about the knowledge he has
for his age! The school curriculum we are using
is highly rated; beginning in Grade 2 we would.
send his work in, they would correct it and send
back curricula just suited for him! We keep a
written record of what we cover for each of the

1-\
~wo LES T
-
e

reguired 180 schoocl ua,s. We wi

as well, and will be keeping th eﬂﬁvﬂ

(Ol .

We appreciate our existing law which is very
adequate, gives the School Superintendents power
to act where needed, can be enforced, and costs
taxpayers little! I know many in our business
community appreciate this educational alternative,
and we are working to keep it - MONTANA IS WELL

QLT

WORTH THE EFFORT!
With warmest regards, )
CUSTOM DRAPERIES » BEDSPREADS « DESIGNER DENIMS « COATS » JACKETS
Made to fit Just “You*!

SENATE EDUCATION _.
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TO: Chairman Chet Blaylock, Senate Education Committee
FROM: Bryan L. Asay, Montana Coalition of Home Educators

RE: - SB287
February 15, 1991

Current Montana law concerning Home Education is usable, effective and
protects the interests of the State of Montana as well as the Family in Montana.
The compromise in 1983 was effected by a great deal of discussion and

- consideration by interegted citizens and legiclators. The law allows for uniform

and objective application of review by the courts in cases which merit
investigation and prosecution.

Abuse and neglect are abuse and neglect and should be handled under existing
laws suited for protecting the child and the rights of the accused. Compulsory
attendance laws should not be viewed as a means for identifying child abuse and
neglect. If officials see problems, then they should investigate and prosecute if
probable cause exists — otherwise, the parents should be left alone to educate.

Home educators should not be viewed as a suspect class of citizens.
Unfortunately, superintendents, principals, teachers, and cther officials often
consider home education unfavorably in theory and, therefore, consider home
education to be abuse or at least neglect in and of itself, regardless of the
tremendous success of home education generally.

This bill will refocus the state's attention to the existing law — a Good
Compromise. A Vote "for” this bill is not a vote against compulsory education or
the Montana Constitution. It is a vote to ratify a good compromise — a good
alternative that is working very well without undo government intervention.

Parents have a basic and fundamental right to direct the education of their
children, coupled with that basic responsibility.

The child is not the mere creature of the State; those who nurture
him and direct his destiny have the right, coupled with the high
duty, to recognize and prepare him for additional cbligations.
Pierce v. Society of Sisters, 268 U.S. 510,534-35 (1925); See also
Wisconsin v. Yoder, 406 U.S. 205 (1972).

A parent's right to educate their child at home is a basic constitutional liberty
guaranteed by the U.S. Constitution (Yoder ). This basic liberty was recognized in
1983 by the Montana Legislature. With rights and responsibilities comes
authority. This is understood by all home educators and many superintendents.
However, there has been misunderstanding among others regarding the
authority which rests with parents. Many confuse home education with abuse or
neglect and attempt to use existing law and this legislative process to conduct
warrantless searches in a misguided effort to expose facts to support their
unfounded suspicions.

Officials who have a misguided desire to reach into the home simply because the
parents educate their children at home should be discouraged from doing so.
Montana's home educators are doing a tremendous job of educating their
children. Those parents should be encouraged bysfiBr28Jucibgthk you for your
consideration. EXHIBIT No_ [.éa

NATE A'I’:' '4/




FEBRUARY 13, 1991
HONCRABLE SENATE EDUCATION COMMITTEE MEMBER.

We would 1ike to submit this written ftestimony 1in support of
S.B. 287, “AN ACT TO ESTABLISH RESPONSIBILITIES AND RIGHTS OF A
PARENT WHO PROVIDES A HOME SCHOOL AND RIGHTS OF A CHILD IN HOME
SCHOOL", sponsored by Senator Del Gage.

Dlazze allcow us £2 sumarize some of +the immediate issues this
bill addresses so well, and some of its positive far-reaching results:
—-Accurately specifles the Home Scheol parent righits and

responsibilities
-Addresses the rights of a Home School child

-Protects parental rights

—-Encourages and supports strong family units- the basic building

block of a healthy society

—-Supports a strong. positive educational system with documented

success both in Montana and the United States

—DVAfaﬂ*s frzedom of cheice: educaticnal, relil

-rxelileves local school acdministrators cf errone

rpepunS;ulllul/ for Home School children
~-F=duces the burdsn on the Fublic S ol system, with no change
in tax support from Home School par- t
—-Deters a deliberate drive by the Naticnal Educators Asscciation
and others to create a monopcoly of the education process in our
nation.

—-Helps foster a democratic sociely, noit a socialistic society

such as we see rapidly decaying in Eurocpe and Asia.

We strongly helieve that passage of this bill will not only
accompliish the c¢bvicus provisicns of the bili, but will support and
protect the strong family units that are so necessary for a strong.,
moral society. Wwe grieve at the obviousgly decayling moral situation
in our country; the majority or Home School famliies hold dear tne
traditional Judeo-~ihristian vaxuec and Dpller that were S0

insirunenial in the ;u..ul..“\:, GIOGUr natior and In uAC‘&f\.nAA: it & gos
nation. Please support this biil, and g1v~ our state and our nation
what they so desperately need: well educated children, with strong
and positive moral vaiues.

v ..4

i

ri'

23
i

Please feel free to call us with any concerns and questions you
mayv have.

Thank you!

N Rome Nall Bocon

Ron and Nell Baar
10787 Little Holland Road
Manhattan, Montana 59741

406-282-7933




Daniel B. Brimhall

Box 159
East Helena, Mt 59635

406-442-5519

TESTIMONY AT SB 287 HEARING

Chairman Blavylock, Education Committee Members.

My name is Dan Brimhall, I am Vice President of Operations for
American Chemet Corporation in East Helena. I have a Bachelor of

Science Degree in Chemistry, and a Master's Degree in Metallurgicsal
Engineering.

My wife, Cathy, and I have been home educating our two children
(ages nine and thirteen), for the past three years. Let me dispel
a myth about home schooling. It is not easy - sending your
children off to public school is easy. It requires a great deal of
commitment, planning, and determination. It is expensive, in that
we purchase a curriculum, textbooks, and supplies, in addition to
paying our taxes to the public system. Cathy does the majority of
instruction, instead of pursuing other interests or providing a
second income tc the household.

However, the rewards are beyond measure. The efficiencies of one-
on-one instruction are obvious. There is a great deal of
flexibility inherent in the system. For instance, our son
particularly developed a love for mathematics from the start. He
finished the first grade curriculum rapidly, and went on to finish
the second grade level of study in math the £first year. This would
not have been possible in public school, and perhaps he might have
become bored, and lost his zeal for math. We are finding that our
children do not fit some artificial standard of expected
performance. Like all of us, they have strengths and weaknesses in
any given discipline of study. At home, we can recognize this, and
gear their instruction accordingly.

Home education is a family-oriented activity. We are not relving
on some stranger to be sensitive to our children’s needs. We are
able to teach our own value system, and guide our children’s
development in a way that no public school teacher would ever be
able to do. We approach life as our school. Learning is an on-
going experience, and we can learn where ever we are, no matter
what we are doing. Even scmething as simple and routine as going
to the grocery store is part of school, learning how to read and
interpret labels, learning how to compute the best buy, learning
how to count, and make change.

We have found that by using what we learn in our daily life, the
children begin to see the value and usefulness of their studies.
And this fuels their desire to learn more.

OQur home education experience is something we cherish very much.

We interact with other home school famil®é8 on.'a.riegular basis, and
EXHIB!T RO
DATE
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-have found them to be very dedicated to providing their children
with a quality education.

People often ask us "What about the socialization of your
children?” This point is one of the main reasons for our choosing
to home school. Our daughter was experiencing a great deal of
difficulty at public school. There were conflicts on the
playground. We were told that it is routine for one adult to
supervise 30@ children at recess. Clearly, one adult cannot even
begin to keep track of 300 children. The "socialization” of
children under such circumstances is left to peer pressure,
misinformation about important topics, and the often-expressed

ostility and cruelty of children as they attemct 4c relate in such
a chaotic environment. Our children have regular contact with
others in a controlled environment, usually with an abundance of
adults present to supervise and help. ©QCur children lock tec us, nct
their peers, for advice and counsel.

We are asking you to vote in favor of SB 287, as we are very
concerned about preserving our freedom to educate our children in a
family atmosphere. We are concerned about the intrusion of
government into our family affairs. The present law ccncerning
home education, enacted in 1983 is a good law, which works, but one
which we feel needs clarlflcat‘on HB 287 provides this
clarification.

Please consider all the evidence carefully, and support HB 287.

Thank you.

Dan1e1 B. Brlmhall



WHAT "HOME BASED EDUCATION" MEANS TO OUR FAMILY.

It has frequently come to my attention that people who educate
at home -- both parents and students -- see themselves in some
way as doing what people in traditional schools do. For a few,
this is not to far from wrong; for most others, it's far from
the truth. Their are no parallels between what happens in
institutional public and private schools and what goes on in
most homes, the base from which parents educate their own
students. Perhaps the only similarity is that children are

. - - o 2 =2t e . Llowva flhlo mamemnr S ean
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ends.
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Trying to make comparisons 1s aimocst impossible. EBoth ssttings

involve students, but that's as far as the comparison can go.
This is especially true in homes where parents and students
learn by doing and following their own interests; where topics
( gardening, Mars, dancing, holy days, music, dinosaurs...)
are more important than "school" subjects (spelling time, math
time, science time...), and where classes are not run by the
clock, as in -- the bell rang; go to your next class.

It is clear that we must use an entirely different vocabulary to
explain what home education is all about. For this reason, I
have stopped using the erronecus phrase, "home schooling". Ths
words "home based education" are much more meaningful and more
accurate.

The day to day approach used in our home is identical to that
which is used in Clonlara's campus day school; both are fashioned
along the lines of the British Infant Schools and of other
innovative educational settings where organic learning is
practiced.

Our approach is similar in all major respects to the approach
used in some schools in Canada, England, and the U.S. and in
numerous private schools. It has been recommended and acclaimed
by such well-known educators/authcrs as Joseph Pearce, David
Elkind, Jerome Bruner, John Holt, Herb Kohl, Jonathon KoZol,
Raymond Moore, and Susan S. Macaulay.

The educators previously mentioned have concluded, that children
can successfully develop strong academic skills, a desire to
learn, a love of learning and a knowledge of how toc learn. This
is best effected by allowing students as much exposure as
possible to a wide range of experiences. Seeing, doing, talking
about it, helps secure the information and instill the wisdom
necessary to make use of it at appropriate times. Learning is not
limited, then, to a certain time span. It doesn't only take place
in a certain place. It isn't confined to onliy books or fiims or
lectures.
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Students who learn in natural, unpressured ways learn a most
important lesson that cannot be learned by reading books or being
instructed: they learn to feel good about themselves, to have a
realistic image of themselves as worthwhile, loveable, loving
human beings who are able to act and to accomplish, to contribute
to their families and their community.

When students are not pitted against one another and compared
with one another, they mature by honing their own strengths and
attacking their own weaknesses -- by succeeding and making
mistakes without fear of being censured and humiliated.
Despite the fzact that Clonlazx=z's curriculam liztz zublect zzs
(reading, math, etc.) separately, our program is, in actual fact
and practice, thoroughly integrated. The day is not divided into
"spelling time", "math time", etc., as in traditional schools;
instead, the TOPIC being studied/discussed INCLUDES spelling and
reading and math skills. For example, a trip to Yellowstocne Park
involves all of the senses (sight, smell, sounds, touch,
hearing). It can inciude academic skills (resding, writing,
spelling, discussing, counting, categorizing}, too.

fu
{]]

Experience has taught that children who learn in this "int
day" manner can sometimes be far ahead, academiczlly speak
some areas and not so far ahead in others. The "catc hlng up"
time, as it were, generally comes when a child reaches 3Jjunior
high school years.

n
c

The same tools £for evaluaticon -- tests of grade level basic
skills, certain achievement tests, e.g. -- cannot adeguately
measure the growth of students who learn in the organic,
ungraded, hands-on fashion described here. Those tgols were,
after all, designed for institutional graded schools.

Another notable difference between the traditional, graded

approcach to learning and the crganic one lies in the use of
textbocks and workbcoks. Students who are being taught according

to the "integrated day" approach use textbooks zs supplenmentary

materials, at best. The major focus is on manipulative materials
-- games, counting apparatus, book making, arts and crafts,
telescopes, microscopes, toys, tc name a few. Experiencing the
world around them is of equal importance to the use of
manipulatives for these students. Trips to the library, museums,
farms, zoos, workplaces, mountains, stores, etc,, 2re a vital
part of the curriculumn.

Textbooks are mentioned in Clonlara's curriculum, but they are
meant to be regarded mainly as reference materials, not as
required tools. The books most frequently used in ungraded
schools are encyclopediae, home library books, town library
materials, newsletters, and childcraft sets/kits, comics,
Natlional Geographic magazines, and the like.

Our family education is patterned after Clonlara and we have been
involved with their "Home Based Education Program" for several
jears. Clonlara is located in Ann Arbox, Michigan, Pat Montgomery




It is pparent to many of us that we are at the crossroads of
education in this country.

In the past few years some individuals who have been innovative
in educatian have come under fire by those in the educatiaonal
sctaklighment, Much of that has beern fusled by legitimate concern

and fear, Some by the misunderstanding of the authority of public
cfficials and unfortunately, much of it by vindictive and hostile
2t i tudes fowiards dncorusenticonsgl Fforms of educaticon. Todsr bBEsfors
us is an opportunity to clarify the responsibility of those who
choosge =z different path in education and to go on record in support
of & concept which shows great promiss.,

Todar s =ituation is not unltike one earlier in this centurw when
rropositions were made to boild hwdroelectric dams o orovide p
tloog conircl and cecresaticonal coportunifies o Ihe AmesiCan
=t thzt time manv ston poosition, exooun iSbnla
thouszsandz of liuves i1l T
z2 thev oredicted the TaT
A feow hmrauve individuzalszs stz ! r szs
ssals and now these facilities have allowsd us fto become thne
aoertul nation on the +face oF tne sarth, &1 2 Time when ocuDiig
educaticon seems to be struggling on every front,i1f is a time not for
limiting our options ‘ roes ils! norzZons.,

Public egducaticon i thoughts and compstifticor
shauldn’t Timit the o can we afford to listen
to those who would = tion and would seek o
geveraly limit it.

Hawing said a1l this, when education fimances are straopesd to
the 1imi home education is an innovation that has & proven
suCIes lnd!u1dual family“ s finmancial commitments tTo  the
tine o ‘ - moms osducztion zhoold
SF ENCTUT AT fzm 282 227

David and ariene Diehl
Box 938
East Helena. MT 598325
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TESTIMONY OF BRENDA NEAL
Augusta, Montana

I am Brenda Neal, a country girl from Augusta. I am a 1989
graduate of a Montana home school and presently a second-year pre-
law student at Magdalen College in Bedford, New Hampshire. I wish
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and why I am in favor of SB 287 as it takes into consideration home
education.

Senate Bill 287 assures:

(1) flexibility and individuality. The parent/teacher
has the indisputable advantage of recognizing the individual
differences in his/her children and responds accordingly, using a
variety of instructional skills, teaching the students to work
independently, and motivating them. The parent/teacher also can
take advantage of community resources outside the home to broaden
the student's knowledge.

(2) responsibility and performance assessment. The
parent/teacher 1is committed to his child's education. He/she

determines the academic curriculum, creating many paths to
knowledge, helping the student to pose and solve problems on his
own, and managing and monitoring the student's achievement and
understanding of how the various subjects are linked to other areas
of learning. I agree, as long as the home-educated student is
enrolled in an active home school curriculum, that no external
assessment of instruction or accountability is desired, required,
or constitutionally authorized.

I began home education in the seventh grade. The only national
test I had taken was the SAT, the college entrance exam. I scored
above the national and state average, thus opening all doors for
my coliege education. This can all be attributed to my home
education, since before that I was a student who hated school and
especially reading. My parents saw that I lacked the necsssary
skills to read well, and since my second year of home schooling,
I began to enjoy reading even for pure leisure. School was not the
task it had been but was a pleasurable challenge to learn. If my
mother had not taught me to read well, I would never have attained
good grammar skills or a wide vocabulary, which I also attribute
tc my Latin course. Because of my English and grammar skills, I
was recently asked by my English college professor to tutor other
students in my class.

I know that my home education evoked my facile acceptance to
all the colleges to which I apolied and the scholarshios awarded
to me. One of the colleges where I was accepted is rated in Barron
and Peterson's Guide to Prestigious Colleges in the top 4% of
competitive colleges in the nation. The college I am attending is
a private college in a Boston suburb, and I am planning a career
in law. SENATE EDUCATIN
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Perhaps you are asking yourselves, how did she adjust
socially, especially coming from a rural Montana home, twenty miles
to the nearest community, to a major college in an eastern city,
no less?! Well, the adjustment was smooth, with absolutely no
problems at all. I fell right into the circulation of social and
academic life. I associate with a large circle of colleagues and
am always open and willing to meet and talk with anyone. As for
gaxtra gurricular activities, T 2m an active member 2f 2 weolleyball
team and a guard on the college girls basketball team. I have also
joined one of the most outstanding drama clubs in the Boston area.
This is an =2rt from which I derive much pleasure, Alcng with
drama, I belong to a seventy-person choir where I sing alto, and
I have an hour and a half practice three times a week in addition

to my academic load.

I kindly request that the Montana Senate Education Committee
take my testimony into deep ccnsideration. Please accept my
sincere thank~-you for your time and consideration.

M%Momrﬁmyﬂqmﬁq/

Brenda Neal

a3y
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MAGDALEN

COLLEGE

Mrs. Danielle Neal 19 January 1991
P.0. Box 293
Augusta, Montana 59410

Dear Mrs. Neal;

In reply to your letter, I would be pleased to pass on my assess-
ment your daughter's academic nerformance and her social adjust-

ment to college life.

As you know, the curriculum at Magdalen College is a four year
integrated program based on the great books. Students read the
primary texts of the Western tradition, beginning with Homer and
concluding with Heisenberg. 1In addition, the program at Magdalen
College includes four years of mathematics and three years of
science. There are no electives. The Magdalen College program
is taught by the seminar method of instruction, which requires
that each student be actively engaged in class discussion.

This demanding academic program would make any weaknesses in
Brenda's prior education obvious. I am pleased to report that
Brenda is an active participant in class discussions and that
overall she is doing well academically.

As far as T know Brenda had no difficulty adiusting to college
life. I kncw for certain that she has many friends and a rich
social life at the College.

If Brenda 1is a representative Montana home-schooler, then I woulad
conclude that home-schoonling in Montana is a success.

1

With my very best regards, \
Sincerely,

George Stanciu, Ph. D.
Academic Dean

SENATE ECUCATION
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In response to, and concerning Senate Bill 287, presently before the
committee, involving the clarification of the rights and responsibilities of
home schooling families, who are currently protected under home education
enactments, I would like to testify.

I entered school in the public grade school and completed the first and
second grades. My parents disliked the atmosphere and curriculum because of the
lack of Biblical principles. I attended a Christian school for four years and
then was home schooled for six years. I realize how fortunate I am to have been
home educated and I have had absolutely no desire to return to the public
system.

Home schooling has given me the opportunity to learn far more than I ever
would have in the public system. I have had the occasicn tc be employed by a
Certified Public Accountant, giving extra assistance during tax season, and also
have had on—the—job training as a dental assistant. These two jobs have given
me excellent experience and exposure.

I have seen many of the products of public education; it is not pleasing or
encouraging. I have not been prematurely subjected to the uneducational, and in
many cases, detrimental circumstances that most students encounter every day.
Consequently, I have grown stronger in my faith and walk with Jesus Christ, and
been able to achieve more scholastically. .

I firmly, and with all solidity, believe that the administration of
education is the God-given right and responsibility of parents --not the State--

over their children. It is also the God-given right and responsibiiity of the

State to suoport, uphold, and protect the parents in their efforts to bring up
Godly children. It is a truly sorrowful aspect seeing our nation seek to
undermine, frustrate, and obliterate home education. This would be a shameful
disgrace to our country, to all countries, and to all that "We the People" stand

for and are founded on.

It is a great privilege to be a citizen of the state of Montana, and to
have its support and protection for home educatieon. We are one of the few
states that still advocates this fundamental and I sincerely hope and pray that

we retain that freedom with all circumspection.

Sonesta Bower
125 Park Avenue
Kalispell, Montana 59901 SENATE EDUCATION
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Senate Education Com.
Capitol Complex,
Helena, Mt.

Dear Chairman and Members: - Feb. 15/91

| am a home educated student and as such, | feel it is not only my right
but it is my duty to express my support for Senate Bill #287.

It is my belief that my education is my parents responsibility. My
parents love me enough to see that my education is mixed with not only
school requirements but also with moral and social standards which meet
with our spiritual beliefs.

| Tove being home schooled and | feel that my mother has done a good job
with me, my sisters and my brother. | believe that you can see that | have
grown spiritually, schelastically as well as morally and socially.

Senate Bill 287, will allow us to follow our convictions and to continue
in our home school relationship, so | am asking you to vote in favour of this
Bill so that me and my sisters and brother can continue to be taught in the
presence of our mothers love.

| wish to thank this cormittee for allowing me to speak before them

and to express my eleven year old thoughts upon this matter, Thanks!

with Much Respect,

Asher Diehl, age 11

SENATE EDUCATION
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"Our ideas of education take too narrow and too low a range. There

is need of a broader scope, a higher aim. True education means
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with the whole being, and with the whole period of existence
possible to man. It is the harmonious development of the physical,
the mental, and the spiritual powers. It prepares the student for

the joy of service in this world.....";

My name is Nanette Christensen. I am twenty years old and a soph-
omore in college. Elementary education is my major and I have
maintained a 3.54 G.,P.A., I have lived in Montana for nearly six

years and I am proud to be a Montanan!

My formal education, kindergarten through grade twelve, was accom-
plished via "home school". My father was a welder by trade, and
mother an executive secretary. My creative and highly motivated
teacher was my mother. For the first few vears she worked

closely with a school teacher to be certain she was giving me an

adequate education. She had me tested yearly in grades one through

eight.

My parents endeavored to involve me in numerous extra-curricular
activities. Mother taught me to sew at a very early age, and at
the age of seven I completed my very own dress for cnurch. I

later took tailoring lessons. At the age of sixteen, I tailored

a man's three piece wool suit. Piano, violin and voice lessons
SENATE EDUCATKM!_
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Christensen
Senate Hearing
Page 2

were also part of my education. These I paid for with money I

had earned selling crafts, sewing, and other jobs.

However, I'm not here to tell you about my perscnal achievements.

I'm here to share what a blessing home education can be.

Parents who choose to home school do so with the best interests
of their children in mind. The basic unit of cur society is the
family. You do not need to be told that there are many forces

at work to destroy the family. I believe that the freedom for
parents to choose to educate their own children with the ideals
they hold dear is a very sacred, very special privilege. This,
and many other freedoms, have made Montana great. Removing this
freedom would come at a fearful cost. My college psychology pro-
fessor in Virginia expressed several times in his classes that

Montana has the best homeschooliing law in the nation. We are

well known!

My family is originally from North Dakota. We were offered ten
acres of land there as a gift from relatives. But, we left that
and close family ties because of the intolerance ¢of their home-
school law at that time. We moved to Montana, purchased land-and
built a home, and now cwn a2 prospering health food store and Chris-

tian book store in Columbia Falls.

Parents who choose the homeschooling alternative are not delinguent

people. They are pedple who have observed the SERAE EBHCATION men and
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Christensen

Senate Hearing

Page 3

women who made the history of our country so rich and our present
life what it is. They remember that John Quincy Adams, George
Washington, and Abraham Lincoln were homeschoolers. Even some
inventors - like the Wright brothers - were home schoolers.

The 1light we are using today can be traced to the ingenius
Thomas Edison - a homeschooler. Even one of our present Supreme
Court justices - Sandra Day O'Connor - was at one time a home-
schooler., I haven't even mentioned that the Saviour of our

world - Jesus Christ - was taught by His parents.

We have a choice to make. Are we going to limit the freedom
of education by parents, and give this authority solely to the
state? The Greek pagan government did and miserably failed.

Or are we going to protect the God-given freedom of choice?

I thank you for your time!l



FOOTNOTES

1. E. White, Education, p. 13
Pacific Press Publishing Association, Mountainview, CA (1903)



Senate Education Committee
2-15-1991

Re: §SB 287
Submitted by Kent Gilge, Montana Coalition of Home Educators

Mr. Chairman and Committee members. Some educators have
expressed concern about the ability of homeschooled childrer
to be sucesstul in post secondary education. I have compiled
a partial 1ist of the coclieges and universities in which
Montana homeschooled children have been accepted or are
currently enrolled. They include the following:

Montana State University
Texas A & M

Northern Montana College
Rocky Mountain College
LeTourneau University
Wheaton College

Thomas Aquinas College
Seattle Pacific University
Christian Heritage College
Liberty University
Standford University
University of Southern Califcornia
Wiemar College

Berkeley

MIT

Magdalen College, N.H.
University of Oregon

Walla Walla College

A number of colleges,such as Boston College, Northern Montana
College, and Harvard have had such wonderful experiences

with homeschooled students that they are actively soliciting
and recruiting them.

(Letters attached)
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Boston Universit

Office of Admissions
121 Bay State Road
Boston, Massachuserts 02215

December 17, 1990
To homeschooled students:

Boston University welcomes applications from homeschooled students. We believe students educated
primarily at home possess the passion for knowledge, the independence, and self-reliance that cnable them to
excel in our intellectually challenging programs of study.

Two homeschooled students currently attend Boston University. One is 2 sophomore in the College of
Liberal Arts, the other a freshman in the College of Engincering. Both students are doing very well. Their
cducational and personal transitions from homeschooling to the University arc a proven success.

If you are a homeschooled student interested in attending college or simply concerned to know morc
about your options in higher education, we would be piecased to taik with you. To get in touch with us, please
call or write to Kathy Mackin, Assistant Director Of Admissions (teiephone 617 353-4806). An interview can also
be arranged. Our address:

Boston University

Office of Undergraduate Admissions
881 Commonwealth Avenue

Boston, Massachusetts 02215

We look forward to hearing from you.

Yours sincerely, SENATE EDUCATION

EXHIBIT No.____ o4 /3
‘ asr\____

Director of Undergraduate issions Wi ND.




NORTHERN MONTANA COLLEGE
Montana University System
HAVRE, MT 59501
(406) 265-3704

February 13, 1991

Office of
Admissions

Mr. Kent Gilge, Chairman

Mentana Cealition of Home Educators
P.O. Box 654

Helena, MT 58624

Dear Mr. Gilge:

Thank you for your letter dated February 10, 1991. For organization’s sake, let me respond to your questions
singularly.

Admissions requirements for home schooled students are quite simple. The student must make arrangements
to take the G.E.D. examination and, upon successful completion of the examination, are allowed to begin college
as a student under conditional status. Conditional status essentially requires the student to enroll for a
prescribed credit load and, after completing these courses without being placed on academic probation, are
removed from conditional status and are considered regular students.

The obvious implication is that no matter how well educated the home school student, current policy will treat
that student as if he/she had not completed a high school education. This is true even if the student has
completed the ACT or SAT examination with high marks.

Your second question asked what my experience with home educated students has been. | am currently familiar
with five students who have applied for admission at Northern Montana College who were home taught. Four
of these students are currently enrolled and are doing quite well. Two of the four are well above average. The
fifth student was offended by the G.E.D. requirement and did not matriculate.

| have no reservations at all about admitting home educated students. To the contrary, | would like to see the
G.E.D. requirement dropped and replaced by an appropriate ACT or SAT score to verify the quality of the home
educaticn. Based on what I've seen, I'm cenfident that these students are prepared for the challenge.

If | may be of further assistance, please feel free to write again or call me at (406)265-3704.

Sincerely,
(2%%[—'—_‘ StNare .
SN
Kelly Palmer BHBrr o riox

Director of Admissions DA \ﬁ\

xc: file \

NORTHERN MONTANA COLLEGE IS A UNIT OF THE MONTANA UNIVERSITY SYSTEM. THE OTHER COMPONENT INSTITUTIONS OF WHICH ARE UNIVERSITY OF MONTANA AT MISSOULA, MON-
TANA STATE UNIVERSITY AT BOZEMAN. MONTANA COLLEGE OF MINERAL SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY AT BUTTE. WESTERN MONTANA COLLEGE AT DILLON, AND EASTERN MONTANA
COLLEGE AT BILLINGS.



TESTIMONY OF BRENDA NEAL
Augusta, Montana

I am Brenda Neal, a country girl from Augusta. I am a 1989
graduate of a Montana home school and presently a second-year pre-
law student at Magdalen College in Bedford, New Hampshire. I wish
to share my experiences and beliefs with the Montana Legislature
and why I am in favor of SB 287 as it takes into consideration home

education.

Senate Bill 287 assures:

(1) flexibility and individuality. The parent/teacher
has the 1indisputable advantage of recognizing the individual
differences in his/her children and responds accordingly, using a
variety of instructional skills, teaching the students to work
independently, and motivating them. The parent/teacher also can
take advantage of community resources outside the home to broaden
the student's knowledge.

(2) respon51b111ty and performance asgsessment. The
parent/teacher is committed to his child's educatlon. He/she
determines the academic curriculum, creating many paths to
knowledge, helping the student to pose and solve problems on his
own, and managing and monltorlng the student's achievement and
understanding of how the various subjects are linked to other areas
of learning. I agree, as long as the home-educated student is
enrolled in an active home school curriculum, that no external
assessment of instruction or accountability is desired, required,
or constitutionally authorized.

I began home education in the seventh grade, The only national
test I had taken was the SAT, the college entrance exam. I scored
above the national and state average, thus opening all doors for
my college education. This can all be attributed to my home
education, since before that I was a student who hated school and
especially reading. My parents saw that I lacked the necessary
skills to-read well, and since my second year of home schooling,
I began to enjoy reading even for pure leisure. School was not the
task it had been but was a pleasurable challenge to learn. If my
mother had not taught me to read well, I would never have attained
good grammar skills or a wide vocabulary, which I lalso attribute
to my Latin course. Because of my English and grammar skills, I
was recently asked by my English college professor to tutor other
students in my class.

I know that my home education evoked my facile acceptance to
all the colleges to which I applied and the scholarships awarded
to me. One of the colleges where I was accepted is rated in Barron
and Peterson's Guide to Prestigicus Cclleges in the top 4% of
competitive colleges in the nation. The college I am attending is
a private college in a Boston suburb, and I am,plann;gqﬂg career

2 prive _»a(ri
ST mp 30




Perhaps you are asking yourselves, how did she adjust
socially, especially coming from a rural Montana home, twenty miles
to the nearest community, to a major college in an eastern city,
no less?! Well, the adjustment was smooth, with absolutely no
problems at all. I fell right into the circulation of social and
academic life. I associate with a large circle of colleagues and
am always open and willing to meet and talk with anyone. As for
extra curricular activities, I am an active member of a volleyball
team and a guard on the college girls basketball team. I have also
joined one of the most outstanding drama clubs in the Boston area.
This is an art from which I derive much pleasure..  Along with
drama, I belong to a seventy-person choir where I sing alto, and
I have an hour and a half practice three times a week in addition
to my academic load.

I kindly request that the Montana Senate Education Committee
take my testimony into deep consideration. Please accept my
sincere thank-you for your time and consideration.

A}

N

g

&g, Tl

Brenda Neal

Lls [ay

[Date]



MAGDALEN
COLLEGE

Mrs. Danielle Neal 19 January 1991
P.O. Box 293
Augusta, Mcntana S5941¢C

Dear Mrs. Neal;

In reply to your letter, I would be pleased to pass on my assess-—
ment your daughter's academic performance and her social adjust-
ment to college life.

As you know, the curriculum at Magdalen Collegé is.a four year
integrated program based on the great books. Students read the
primary texts of the Western tradition, beginning with Homer and
concluding with Heisenberg. In addition, the program at Magdalen
College includes. four years of mathematics and three years of
science. There are no electives. The Magdalen College programn
is taught by the seminar method of instruction, which requires
that each student be actively engaged in class discussion.

This demanding academic program would make any weaknesses in
Brenda's prior education obvious. I am pleased to report that
Brenda is an active participant in class discussions and that
overall she is doing well academically.

As far as I know Brenda had no difficulty adjusting to college
life. I kncw for certain that she has many friends and a rich
social life at the College.

If Brenda is a representative Montana home-schooler, then I woula
conclude that home-schooling in Montana is a succTss.

With my very best regards,
. Sincerely,

Céé%ﬁ{?%éwcg

George Stanciu, Ph. D.
Academic Dean

SENATE EDUCATION
exar no__ 2 |
DATE__

BRL NO.__

270 Danicl Webster Hghway Su. Bedforg, New Harmpshire 02102 (6031 6697735
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19955 Highway 91 South
Dillon, MI 59725

February 14, 1991

The Legislative Tducational Committee Members
State Capitol

Helena, MI 39620
Dear Committee Members,

Wie feel that as parents we have the responsibility to see that our children are
educated and we believe that home education is the method to accomplish this,
We do not sae home anherling as on awecuze for trusncy but rather as a viable
authentic alternative to public educrtion, ‘e do not take our responsibility
lightly as we desire the highest quality education for our children,

We have observed several Montana families who have successfully home educated
their children under the present system and it works very well. Since our
children are just entering schocl age, we are greatly lccking foward to

home educating our children in Montana, Montana laws presently regulating
home education are favorable to the meeting of our responsibility,

Therefore, we strongly support the signing and passing of S5SB287 sponsored by
Senator Gage. Today we have come to appeal to our legislative body to uphold
our freedom as liontanans to home educate our children.
Thank You for your consideration.

Singerelv vours,

Fials Rrade

Stephen and Susan Reeser
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February 12,1399
Steven T arnd Earlesn Lloyd

"'v .""[ Ex

nw”ldur MT

The Honorable Chet Blaviocok

SZenate Chambers

Ztate Capitol

Helenz, MT  B3I820

Dear Semsator Blaviock:

This wesk vouw will be presented with SEZEY sponsored by Ssnator D=l Gage

This Rill Wi d give the responsibilities and rights of & garent in oa
' more oreclisse oullines than that which we now have
r the present bome school statutes. It will
TE ANY COoOMTUS1IOn Delwaan

coMSinilitiss &g elimins

T T
reErtus .

Me support this Dill and pray that vow will ziso when 11 18 presented o
¥

Tu furu of our ond ldren. We know the value of a good education as we ars
foth high school and college gradustss of the Montana school system.

We realizs that our school svstems are so very important to the

l 1

we want bthe best Tor ocur children zas do most Montanans, Because of the
frozdorn o chooese in bthise stete, we chose to Rome school o suooort of
our Christian beliefs We appreciate the freedom to choose whal we feesl

=
ig best for our chlldren. We also respect the rights and wishes of
those who choose to use the oublic school systems or private schools.
We would like to see this freedom protected for ALL Montanans now and
in the future

I ™y ;

Flease consider sSupportlng SBSE7 tnils weesk . May Qo0 SLesSs YouUr wWors

Tincerely yours,
//&;un 7"/ &
;2‘0n»-, P ‘_/éé"./
Zteven T. and Earleen Lloyd
SENATE EDUCATI
EXHIBIT NO
aE_o2~ | & -9/
BUL NO___ ol 8 %7
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FEE-15-1991 ©8:56 FROM  GLENDIVE RANGER-REVIIEW  TO 144444177

February 15, 1991

Senate Education Committee
State Capitol

Helena, MT 59620

Senate Education Committee:

We would like %o regzster our vote in favor of SB 287.

We like theidea of the freedom of choice in educating our

children. Besides the quality education homeSChOOlerS
receive, we also save taxpayers money.

Thank you for your consideration in this ma tter.

Sincerely,

teve and Kaleen Brock
HC 68 Box 8472
Glendive, MT 39330

SENATE EDUCATION
EXHIBIT Na__.E?4§?
» [ ]

DAT

S NO.%

F.g1-91



February 13, 199!

Dear Sirs,

I am writing to request your support for Senate Bill
#287 which you will be discussing this Friday Afternoon. 1
have home=scheocled my children for the past four and a hal?
years. [ take the educating of my children very seriously,
and 1 do a very good job. If you are interested, I would
like for you to see the curriculum I use. I can come to
Helena at your convenience. | am very proud of our home school
and | thank God daily for the privilege to do so. I truly do
count it a privilege and use it to illustrate to my children
that it is another of the many reasons I am glad we live in

America. Again, [ ask for your support of this bill.

Sincerely,

%gj@é 7R

Mrs. Meri Hovan
45 Sunny Slope
Whitehal!, Mt 59759

it LUUGATIUN
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February 11,1991

R.R. 3, Box 380
Conrad, MT. 59425
(406) 278-5341

Education Committee

Senate
s I NP AND

ey T L

Capitol Station
Helena, MT. 59620

Re: Home Education Clarification Bill (sB287)

Dear Mr. Chairman and Members of the Committee,

I want to submit my earnest encouragement to you as
you review SB 287. It represents an imperative consistent
with our Nation's beginning: the prior right of parents.

No other environment can provide the loving dedicaticn
so necessary for each child as "home".

. This bill is designed to assert that education is an
identifiable area of parent jurisdiction. It does not pre-
clude truancy. It only identifies that parents have the
first responsibility and therehy the authority to to choose
and provide their children's education.

Your support of this fundamental in family values is

most appreciated. The family is the constant spring bvoard
of Montana's future. Let's preserve its independence.

Respectfully,

5 .
Vi
‘2

cheidler

Y,

SENATL SUUCATIUN |
EXHIBIT NO.___
e m =159/
BUL NO__ R &) 2




Executive Committee

Kent Gilge - Chairman
Chinook
357-2803

Danita Hane

Sesley Lake
754-2481

Mark Gerber
Bainge
452122
Steve White

Helena
443-5826

Linda Collins - Treasurer
Gardiner
848-7226

Advisory Committee
Big Timber Homeschoolers
Beavernead Home Educators
Binngs Area HOMESSNOOISS
Binerroat Vakey Homeschoosers
Bouider Homeschociers
Bumie Arsa Homeschooiers
Cascade Homeschookers
Central Montana Homeschooien
Colstrio Homaschool Group
East Siope Acasemic Association
Flaihead Vakey Hor

Gailatin Valley Homes choorers
Gardiners Homeschoolers
GFCC Homeschoolers
Gilasgow Horme Eoucaton
Glendive Ares Home Educators
Hetena Araa Chnstian Home Educators
HiLine Homeschoolers
Homeschoolers of Montana
LALMB ATSA FOMEESNOOSTS
Lincoin County Christian Homeschoolers
Meagher County Homeschoolers
MEsion Vaiey Homeschoolers

el a
(]

Northern Home Educators
Northwes! Montana Homeschooiers
Park Counmty Hameschaoiers Association
Sesiey-Swan Homeschoolsrs
Sheoherd Area Homeschoolers

Whitehal Azea H

MONTANA COALITION OF HOME EDUCATORS

P.O. BOX 654
HELENA, MT 59624

Testimony of R. Stephen White for SB 287

Mr. Chairman, members of the committee.

My name is Steve White. I am a fourth
generation Montanan, and live in Helena. I own
several businesses in Helena and with my wife
Pam home educate our 9 year old son, Matthew.
We have been home educating our son for four
years. During that time we have enjoyed the
oppeortunity and the academic success which has
accompanied this endeavor.

As a member of the executive committee of the
Montana Coalition of Home Educators, I ask for
your support of SB 287. The Montana Coalition
of Home Educators is composed of home educators
from across Montana. We are from diverse
backgrounds and religious convictions. Our
primary bond is the desire to exercise our
parental rights to direct the educational
settings for our children.

Oour children and their future is the only thing
of lasting value which we are able to pass to
the next generation. We take very seriously the
freedoms which are ocffered in this state.
During the last several years there have been
many accomplishments in the home educaticn
community which I would like to address.

Here are a few things which have happened since
the Coalition of Home Educators was founded in
September of 1988:

- Almost 50 support groups have been identified
and networked around the state. These support
groups offer year round interaction between
home education families.

- The Grapevine, a top-notch statewide
newsletter services the home educators of this
state monthly.

- Home School Reference Guides by the thousands
have been dlStrlb%E%%Eﬁ%U&ﬁﬂﬁ educators,

eiin no_ S/
DATE_ed =1 & =/
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libraries and county superintendents.

- Many seminars and workshops featuring nationally acclaimed
educators have been sponsored.

- A workshop in White Sulphur Springs is conducted each fall to
assist families new to home education.

- 2 very successful state-wide convention was held last Spring at
the Colonial Inn here in Helena. Over 400 people from across the
state and neighboring states attended. We even had families from

Cariada attend
alialla aToelid.

- Curriculum fairs have sprung up arocund the state.

- The Governor has twice honored us by proclaiming a week in May
as Home Education Week.

our future goals are to continue to pursue educational excellence
for our children. We have more seminars, workshops and
conventions planned for the years ahead. This last year we raised
several thousand dollars to evaluate the test results from
approximately 350 home educated children statewide. This was a
voluntary effort by all participants. The results were very
positive and consistent with national home education studies.
Here to present the results of our study is Dr. Brian Ray of the
National Home Education Research Institute of Seattle, ,
Washington.



February 15,1991
TO: SENATE EDUCATION COMMITTEE
RE: SB 287

My name is Danita Hane. My husband and I have home taught our daughters for nine
years. | am also the editor of the GRAPEVINE, the state-wide newsletter for homeschoolers,
and a member of the executive committee of the Montana Coalition of Home Educators.
Because of these roles, | have the opportunity to meet and help many homeschooiers and
learn about their problems. Home education, parents and children who are home schooled
have come under attack in several ways. Harassment and infimidation occur often and there
is a negative attitude towards the institution of the family and family education, even in
proposed legislation which sends a negative message to homeschoolers. We are asking you to
pass this bill as a positive statement about families—to recognize and encourage parental
responsibility, to protect our children and families from discrimination and harassment.

This bill is a clarification of the rights and responsibilities of home schooling families that
are protected under the present home school statutes. It will help to eliminate the confusion
about roles and responsibilities for home schools that has caused tension and problems for
homeschoolers and county superintendents and even local school administrators and
trustees. We have been working to improve communication and relationships, and this bill.
will help to clear up some of the misunderstandings and concerns.

There is another important reason for this bill. Many prominent education groups are
promoting policies that would force home schools into the mold of public schools.
Certification of teachers, mandated curriculum or use of local school curriculum,
standardized testing monitoring by public school educators, etc, are all ways in which the
educational establishment is attempting to make home schools part of the public education
system. The problem with this is that many children are falling through the cracks of the
public education system. Problems with logistics such as classroom size and classroom
management, methods and different leaming modes of the student cause many children to
get "lost in the shuffle”. Many parents choose home schooling because their children are
having problems in conventional classrooms. Public education works for many children, but
alternatives need to be available for those who do not fit. Home education is one answer to
that problem. Parents need to have the flexibility to try different curriculums and methods to
help their children learn. They also need to be able to be in control of the evaluation
procedures they use in their programs, especially since some of these evaluaticn tools in the
past have been harmful to their children.

Family education is being attacked by resolutions or proposed legislation from many
groups who continually attempt to dilute the parents' primary responsibility for their
children and consequently weaken the family. Home education is rebuilding strong families,
strong family relationships and strong family values. In this day when the breakdown of the
family is constantly being bemoaned and blamed for many social problems, the restoration of
the family needs tc be encouraged, not attacked. ~

Please vote for SB 287 and protect the home school option.

Danita Hane, HCR 31, Box 1702, Seeley Lake, Montana 59868
' SENATE EDUCATION

EXHIBIT NO.__ 4 B
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February 15, 1991

Dear Mr. Blavlock,
Please support SB 287,

Parhang wvon have asked vonrself: "Whv would parents wanrt the resmonsipility
their child's education when they are paving taves ro lat gamenns 2isa do 1r

Verv simplv. hecause thev care.

of
?l\'

"Uietnrically it has hesan racognized that natural bonds of arfaction iead

PRV Q4

parents to act in the hest interests of their children." I.¥W, Blackstons.

Commentaries 447, 2J Kent Commentaries on AMeriCan Law 170.

Montana parents who willinagly checose to invest rthe:s
n 2t home can ke trust:d to ¢

B LI E s FENE +
instruct their c¢children z

Your vote for SB 287 is a vote of confidence in Montana parents and fresdoa.

Most sincerelv.

Lt o Az

Eileen Guthrie
2 Cloninger Lane
Bozeman, Mt 58715

SENATE EDUCATION
EXHIBIT NO..
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' Teoruery 13, 14931

DJear Legislative wducatiun Committze Memuer;
U o3 - Lo mt s P PO R I N [ S N RN 1 oy ean v - [~ Al
SRV ‘J 4;‘_.:‘., ~ i - = - s — = - - - — e ‘)J ..... 3 - — --
of the pros and cons of public educaiion. wnile we feel public education
is5 nrcessary for ths gond of sacietly, our religious cunvictiuns havs
_4 L ~

or (

SITES 2 Momeschool. Lt ois ovur deziic oty ozroo
Godly nroinciples.

with a sound oducation bhosed on

Homeschooling in Icdaho was strecsf
guidelines, lacal school districts were given the rasnp 0
regulating humaeschoulers. The lack of uniformity of regulaticns resultaec
wiusphelre of unceriainity among schaonl superint: iy

iul. WJithout any state-wide

- h

board nemoers, =nd home =2ducaturs.
In 1333 my nusaang's emﬁlcyer cg :iumC to r=
5 D opportunities, Idaho was not eve
d suley on feontana becauss of une :
a ranch menager, Loak @ substanciel cut in salary
2re the atmasphere is canduclve o ncmeschocling.

e
',

a
ty @nve to an ar=a wh

Jo take the responsipility of educating our chiid seriously and
apureciate noncana's homeschooling laws which facillitete our efforces.
Please consider this paint af view as you consider tnhnis legislatiun.

Hegpectfuliy yours,

SEHATE EDUCATION
EXHIBIT NO

am\:l'lg-'q'[
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9500 Highway 324
Dillon, MT 59725

February 10, 1991

Dear Legislative Educational Committee Members,

This letter is tc ipform you how important the existing Montana homeschool laws

are to those people considering moving here.

Approximately seven years ago our family was living in Washington State, but
because homeschooling is one of the top priorities in our family, we wanted to live
in a state that would allow us to home .educate our children with the least restric-
tive laws. The nature of my husktand's employment is such that we have the liberty
of choosing where we want to live. We examined the homeschool laws of all the
continental states and found Montana to have the best and most fair laws for home-
schooling. 1In 1984 we moved to Montana and have enjoyed living here ever since.

Homeschool families are positive people who build strong families committed to
serving their communities. For example, my husband is a member of the volunteer
fire department and served a year as their training officer. He is also an Emergency
Medical Technician and volunteers on our community's Quick Response Unit and served
a year as its president. 1In addition, he is a member of Hospice, a nation-wide,
non-profit organization to help the terminally ill and their families. Our teenage
~ daughter is involved in the Adopt A Resident program at the local convalescent home.
Home school families are strong, active members of their community.

Please don't discourage people from moving to Montana. We are glad we came,
and as long asour homeschool laws do not change, we plan on staying.

Respectiully yours

Cynthia J. Peck

SENATE Euumzou
EXHIBIT No___ & 8
e =/ G -G f
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19955 Highway 91 South
Dillon, MT 59725

February 14, 1991

The Legislative Educational Committee lMembers
State Capitol

L ad NNy
Helena, MI 5%82C

Dear Committee Members,

Ve feel that as parents we have the responsibility to see that our children are

educated and we believe that home education is the method to accomplish this,

We do not see home schonling as 2n excuse for trvancy but rather as a viable
hentic alternmative to publiic educntion, We do not take ocur responsibility

lightly as we desire the highest quality education for our children,

We have observed ssveral Montana families who have successfully home educated

their children under the present system and it works very well, Since our

children are just entering school age, we are greatly looking foward to

home educating our children in Montana, Montana laws presently regulating

home education are favorable to the meeting of our responsibility,

Therefore, we strongly support the signing and passing of SB287 sponsored by
Senator Gage., Today we have come to avpeal to our legislative body to uphold
our freedom as Montanans to home educate our children.

Sinzi;:év yourééjl |
Sl Prode

Stephen and Susan Reeser

Thank You for your consideration.

SENATE EGUCATION
EXHIBIT No.
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Testimony of Mark Gerber for SB 287

Mr. Chairman and committee members. As you ponder what to do with
this bill before you, I urge you to be mindful of the positive
economic impact homeschooling has on our great state.

First, based on an educational cost of $4,000 per student,
homeschoolers save the state of Montana ¢4 nillicnh per year on
educational expenses while still generating revenue for the state
through property and other taxes they pay.

Secondly, while many people are leaving the state of Montana due
to our economic conditions, many homeschoolers are moving into
the state because of our favorable homeschool law.

Our state organization receives letters weekly from families who
are considering a job-transfer to Montana instead of another
state, and are examining our homeschcol law as a deciding
criteria. These people are generally middle-to-upper income
families.

We also receive numerous inquiries from businessmen who are
considering moving job-creating businesses here, despite our
perceived "anti-business" environment. These prospective
employers include individuals in the professional fields, and
once again, they are particularly interested in our state due to
our positive homeschool law.

‘Attached are copies of 28 letters representing homeschoolers from
15 different states and the country of Korea. These people are
thinking about moving here, because of our homeschool law, or
already have.

In summary, homeschoolers are committed tc their cause, even to
the point of placing greater importance on their homeschooling
than their job location. Families have moved here seeking the
freedom to teach that our state has to offer them. They also will
not hesitate to move out of Montana if they are harassed and
discriminated against.

Homeschoolers are building strong families and a strong economy
for Montana, at the same time. Montana needs both. Please don't
discourage others from moving into Montana, and don't encourage
those already here to move out. Vote for SB 287.

SENATE EDUCATION
EXRIBIT NO__ %
e85 -9/
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Sweet Medical Center |7 dcnpo.,

P.O. Box 309 — 419 Pennsylvania 1 ) L . .
CHINOOK, MT 59523 ek Geche, -
7-2294 _—

(406) 35 Tcs 'f'qu/y

-

Ke: YB 2§87

Helena, MT 59620
Dear Governor Stephens,

I recently read an article in the Big Sky Business Journal (copy
enclosed) reporting on the recle home education is playing in

attracting people to the state.

I felt compelled to let you knew that the home education freedoms
offered in this state were very much a factor in our decision to
relocate to Montana. The beauty and recreational opportunities also
lured us and made up, to some extent, the financial gains we could
have made in other states.

- There are many top-notch professionals and quality people in
general who have committed themselves to the educational excellence

home education provides.

As the only privately practicing physician in Blaine County, I am
acutely aware of the difficulties rural areas have in attracting

professionals. Let's not place unnecessary restrictions on
anything that can be used as a positive recruiting factor, as well
as restricting freedom of educational choice.

We are appreciative of the support you have offered home education
in the past and look forward to your continued support.

Sincerely,
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9500 Highway 324

NI Am mm cen~e
........ e 2T e

February 10, 1991
Dear Legislative Educational Committee Members,

This letter is to inform you how important the existing Montana homeschool laws
are to those people considering moving here.

Approximately seven years ago our family was living in Washington State, but
because hemeschooling is one of the top priorities in our family, we wanted to live
in a state that would allow us to home . educate our children with the least restric-
tive laws. The nature of my husband's employment is such that we have the liberty
of choosing where we want to live. We examined the homeschcol laws of all the .
continental states and found Montana to have the best and most fair laws for home-
schooling. In 1984 we moved to Montana and have enjoyed living here ever since.

Homeschool families are positive people who build strong families committed to
serving their communities. For example, my husband is a member of the volunteer
fire department and served a year as their training officer. He is also an Emergency
Medical Technician and volunteers on our community's Quick Response Unit and served
a year as its president. In addition, he is a member of Hospice, a nation-wide,
non-profit organization to nelp the terminally ill and their families. Our -teenage
daughter is involved in the Adopt A Resident program at the local convalescent home.
"Home school families are strong, active members of their community.

ot
(o}
<

Please don't discourage people from movi
" -

Mcntana. We are glad we came,
and as long asour homeschool laws do a

g c
e, we plan on staying.
Respectfully yours,

Cynthia J. Peck

SENATE EDUCATION
EXHIBIT NO
DATL__..&' ! 5 ‘q/
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January 30, 1991

Governor Stan Stephens
Governor‘’s Office
Helena, MT 59620

Dear Governor Stephens,

I participated in the recent Home Education Legislative Day activities held
on January 25, 1991. I want to say thank you for your suppert ¢f this
cause. Your support has not gone unnoticed, nor unappreciated.

One of the main reasons our family chose to relocate to Montana last year
“was because of the issue of homeschooling. We moved from a state that did
not have favorable laws which allowed parents to freely educates their
children as they felt was best for the child.

I am a medical professional employed with the Public Health Service. There
were several states where I could have chosen to relcoccate. I am glad we
chose Montana.

We appreciate the support you have offered hcme education in the past and
loock forward to your continued support.

Sincerely,

Glen Revere, MS, RD
2415 Heritage Dr.
Havre, MT 59501
265-1741

SENATE EDUCATION
EXHIBIT KO.
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“O continue Thy lovingkindness -

< "unto_them that know, Thee.
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Montana Coalition of Home Educators
Box 654
Helena, Montana 59624

Gentlemen:

Qur family is currently considering re‘ocating to Montana.
We are strongly committed to nome-schooling our three
children. Could you please forward me infcrmation regarding
the State of Montana’s laws regarding home education?

New Mexico'’s reaquirements are, at this time, very easily
met and the political climate is somewhat tolerant. They
do require that the instructor pecssess a B.S. degree but
this may be waived. '

We would appreciate any information you can make available
to us. Thank you.

Sincerely,

Q?[w v L u@zu, Mm

- ~ 11 o
Tem oand Co HMare

Box 892
Carlsbad, New Mexico 88220
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L429 Grange Road
Wheat fand, Wy 82201
November |0, [990

Homeschoolers of Nontana
P.0O. Box 654
Helena, MT  5962L-065L

Dear Sir:

My family and | are considering moving to your state in the near future,
We will probably be living in a remote cow camp on ane of your state's
ranches, '

I am currently preparing to start our S year old son in home schooling.
| plan to continue home schocling after we move,

Would you please teil me what the laws are in your state concerning
"home schooling", What rules and regulations have to be met, etc,
Any information and help you can give me will be greatly appreciated,

i hope to get all the red tape taken care of once we decide whera we
are going to move,

Thank you for your time and cooperation.

Sincerely,

Dt ,<9£;~§:L~

Dianne Smith
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Roger & Carol Cay
440 N. Garden Clty Road
Fremont, NE 58025
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Dear Madanm/Sir;

We will be moving to Montana in the very near future

A=
you car

and would greatly appreciate any information that

send to us regarding home-schooling regulations and

 1aus for Montana. We are presently doing home-schooling

now and intend to continue after our move. :

3 ddress is:

Qur current mailing addx

Mrs, Anita Givens

508 N, 4th Street

Sterling, Co. 80751

T b i e i T8 PRSI S E N T S

e e

Thank-you,

B #0.__ 8?7
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Penny Jordan

112 Strickland Dr.
Mather A.F.B., CA 95655

Sept. 10, 1990

Dear Fellow Home Educator,

Our family will be moving to Great Falls in January
1991 from California. This is our third-year to home-
school and we wish to continue when we arrive in Montana.

I have recently read in the Aug./Sept. issue of
Teaching Home that the Montana Education Association is
trying to get a law passed that would impose a teacher
certification standard. And that the MEA wants home
scheoolers to be required to use "the state curriculum”.
Of course this concerns me as I'm sure it would most
who are homeschooling.

I was wondering if you can make any suggestions as
to what we might do to see that these requirements do not
become law. I would greatly appreciate any information
on this issue, and what is happening with it.

Thank you very much and I will continue to uphold

- this concern in my prayers,.
rely, ; )

Penny Jérdan v
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Home schoolers o8 MswTana ,
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Me, ¢ Mrs. Jpnathan )L:\rsy-f/,
/1000 W, $7+h N.
Talsa, Ok. 7412(
Montana Coalition of Home Edecakors
. )::D. Bex b54
He’ena, Montana S92 4

Tancary 15, 1991
Dear Fellsw Home Edvcators, _

| wWith deep inttest ~and  uch concern T
write. We are home eduators and members of C.H.EF Cheistian
Aome Ec‘lu‘cai’ttf 'F;“cﬂghip) here, in Tulsa. I/«/C' luu/e ‘I‘ND (2) .
“school aged children wWhich we have been free fo edvwate at .
_home  without regolation or pecsecution of any kind. We fecl
resposible  for our childcen’s  edocation and work _Aery hard  with
them 4o ensure  Hep recoive adegiate +mim'nﬁ. We provide all
lth;nﬁ matecials  that are needed and, I might add, 'H:c
resolts heve been tremeadovs! Our  dhildren read ¢ -wrike ¢ spell
4 reason  at  an  excephicnal rate, Forthermore, we feel our
chiddren are  happier, heaithier , and beter behaved  Hhan publ.'c,'
schoel children. ﬂfy concern Herefore is te laws § ordinces
Pre,hmhxj be  home scheel in He stare of Montana.

\/ou see, my husbend and I look for ward
to maeving to Montana . And F{el'aj 2as we do abest home schol,
not uh”flj )Lo 3‘“' i+ up , we Wflh yl)() a_fvfb time ‘pof
assistance, Please  send us  any infcmatten yoo might Feel
we would necd to Pfepu'e-_ Us for svuch a move. I¢ you are
unable +s assist us phease send ys +the names of +Hhe
ones wk should contact, Postage is included . We would be
Yruly 3ra+\‘-F“l ah.d inclebfed Por yoir response.

Sincerly yours,
Y. qmﬂ.w;f
Jooowist St Street Nerth, ﬁ/ffao awlti 74(
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