
MINUTES 

MONTANA SENATE 
52nd LEGISLATURE - REGULAR SESSION 

COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION 

Call to Order: By SENA:OR CBE: BLA~LOCK 
on February 15, 1991, at 3:00 P. M. 

ROLL CALL 

Members Present: 
Chet Blaylock, Chairman (D) 
Harry Fritz, Vice Chairman (D) 
Robert Brown (R) 
Bill Farrell (R) 
Dennis Nathe (R) 
Dick Pinscneault (D) 
Mignon Wa~erman (D) 
Bill ~ellowtail (D) 

Members Excused: 

H. W. Hammond (R) 

Staff Present: Eddye McClure (Legislative Council). 

Please Note: These are surmnary minutes. Testimony and 
discussion are paraphrased and condensed. 

Executive Action Taken: 

SENATOR WA'rERMAN announced: Tne Simms Project has been selected 
by the National Science Foundation for an on-site visit, March 5. 
She said that she had been asked by the Mathematics Coalition to 
request that the Educational and Cultural Resource Committee 
introduce a resolution that would recognize the visit of March 5 
by the National Science Foundation. A grant of several million 
dollars is involved that would make it possible to plan and 
update mathematics and provide a school partnership emphasizing 
the importance of mathematics. Because the deadlioe for bills 
has passed, SENATOR WATER~~N MOVED that the Senate Education and 
Cultural Resource Committee approve this resolution. THE VOTE 
WAS UNANIMOUS. MOTION PASSED. 

Presentation and Opening Statement by Sponsor: 
Senator Del Gage, Senate District 5, presented SB 287, an act to 
establish responsibilities and rights of a parent who provides a 
home school and rights of a child in Home School. Senator Gage 
said that SB 287 comes before the committee as a result of the 
home school law in the state of Montana. He thanked the numbers 
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of people in home schools from allover Montana who have written 
to him especially the children. He said that he would like to 
recommend an amendment to SB 287 on Line 4, Page 1. He wanted to 
change the word, "establish" to "recognize" since he said that he 
thought that parental rights were established long ago. SB 287 
is asking that the state with this legislation recognize the 
responsibilities and opportunities of the home school parents. 

Proponents' Testimony: 

Doug Kelly, n~[Grney, ne:ena, MGn~ana, formerly representing home 
schools in Montana for 10 years instrumental in introducing the 
first legislature in 1983 for home schools. He said they 
compromised in 1983 and the private and public educators were not 
happy with what came out of the legislation. He remembered 
drafting a bill that he thought was just perfect--that it was 
common sense and practical--but the bill was quickly defeated, 
and he said there were many bills like that but he thanked the 
ccrr~ittee, saying they had shown great leadership in 1983 and 
with the help of Senators Mazurek, Brown, and several others a 
bill was drafted known as the Senate Compromise Bill that became 
the present day law for home schools. 

He said that he had found that most home schoolers were very 
dedicated. He said that there have been a few that home programs 
didn't work out for some reason and those children have gone into 
private or public schools. He feels children are usually 
enriched by the experience of home school education. 

Attached: Signatures and exhibits supporting SB 287. 

Opponents' Testimony: 

Bruce Moerer, Staff Attorney, Montana School Boards Association, 
testified in opposition to SB 287. 

Jess Long, Montana School Administrators, testified in opposition 
to SB 287. 

Closing by Sponsor: 

Senator Gage thanked homeschoolers for their dedication to the 
program and thanked the c~rrJnit~ee for their ~·;crk on legislation 
which protects the home schoolers. He urged passage of SB 287. 

Adjournment At: 5:00 P. M. 

SENATOR C ET LAYLOCK, Chairman 

CBlbc ~e.~ 
BETSY CLARK, Secretary 
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Exhibits 4-74 consist of letters in support of S8 287. The 
originals are stored at the Montana Historical Society, 225 
North Roberts, Helena, MT 59601. (Phone 406-444-4775) 
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(This sheet to be used by those testifying on a bill.) 
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Comments: 
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EXHIBIT NO _______ _ 
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February 15, 1990 

To: Senate Education Committee Members 

Re: SB287 

My name is Erin Brown. My family and I reside in Ravalli Coun~y. 

come before you representing myself, my family and severa! friends 

who are not able to be here today. 

We are very pleased with SB287. This piece of legislation is one 

which reinforces parental rights and reponsibilities. No one can 

question this bill's oonstitutionality. I applaud and thank those 

legislators who have sponsored this bill and those who support it. 

We have been involved with home education for over 8 years. Five of 

those years were spent in Nevada. My husband and I were active 

legislatively when Nevada began passing restrictive home education 

laws. We have kept abreast of the home education climate in Nevada. 

Un!ortunate!y, each year new regulations are added. This has caused 

an antagonistic climate between legislators, public school officials 
c\" 

and parent educators. The stateANevada and home educating taxpayers 

have become opponets in the courtroom as a result of these 

regulations. Had Nevada implemented a law such as 5B287 there WOuld 

be a sense of cooperation between legislators, public school 

officials, and parent educators rather than the bitterness and anger 

they are now experiencing. 

Montana has a golden opportunity to create an atmosphere of support 

and cooperation for her state's home educating families by passing 



SB287. 

We personally know 40 families who home school. ALL of these who 

have chosen to educate their children take the responsibility 

seriously and are constantly reaching for excellence in their 

child(ren)'s education. I can confidently speak for these fr~cnds 

when I say that we would feel secure with firm legislation which is 

supportive of our constitutional rights for home education. 

I have with me today two of our children. We have studied and 

discussed at length the founding of America, the Founding Fathers and 

their stand for freedom, the purpose and meaning of our great 

constitution. They understand that one of our duties as citizens of 

the United States is that we are to be watchful that our valued 

freedoms are not abridged or robbed from us. 

Members of this committee, today I present to you my children as your 

students. In this arena you are their educators. They know that 

your job as elected officials is to protect our freedoms. By your 

vote on SB287 you will impart to them the reality of our unique 

legislative system. They are watching you and listening to you this 

day. They understand that your support of this bill is support of 

Americans' freedoms, our families' freedoms and their personal 

freedoms. 

The Brown family urges your support of SB287. 

.;. 





Eefore I;~arr set a footprint i:1 'fontana soil, GooC:-"other-Lizard, 'Iaisaura 
knew'\'1.r..ose responsicility it was to educate !J.er young. Ever:r deer 
and. bird i:1 ':ontana lc~o'.'Isv:hose respor..sitil t~! ~ t is to educete tl1eir 
youn.g. The =reator k:1oWS whose resp0:1sibility it is for all of his 
creat urea to ed ucate their yo ung. 

~u~·.:G,.ns :-:r8 pro b~l v LIe '01:1 v s'oecies ego tisical eno UIZ~: to tr' to ta:~e 
~"'l' s r-i ;->:t ~,"r; resro-'::"l' t·l·ll· t-.' ;"'::l~,'f""o'n t~O·C:Q tn ,..;~o ~ ; J: ~·~l,""'.,.,a·;'" t.;"l' :~ .. ':-l· ."'.f:. '-"_.I,. _:::;_... ;...0. .. _\.,.40. _J ..... 0 _ ' .. :"'~''''''''.' ..L. • __ ....... _ "."j _I ... ••• _t" 'J..Jo V.:._t,...0 \,1 • ..1. .. _It. t-.. 

t ~1 a t t ::18 y c :.:: j 0 s. 'c e t t e r jot. )/t' 
-_It l'R ·~-t··"~urp""';sl··~(1' -I-'·,-t rQC:-'~rc:','-is s"'O"'l'~!"I' t'~e' p.r'Y''"'r of ""'1l'S - ,.0 '-' _"'_ .~t;: \'uo. "' .... t::.'" >. - '~.; •• 6 ." J -'-' \' •• 

atte'Tpt': .\ study 6.o.::e i::. ':assac~1Usettes shov.:> t::at the literacy r2.te 
went ~,o~:::, :J~ tel" c c::::pulsor~r schooling an-a r:evrsr ret ur~eG to pre-co 'r:pulsory 
"=:" '.~ __ I I C'T":~ I C' -'-'._....,.....,- ---' ~ -'--. 
Senate :::ilI" 287 is :1:ore tl".&n an ordi::ar:r ls.\'j, it is a -:::rocla.:':atior.. 
of trust a~~ fait~ i.:: fa~ilies. It is 3 recoEnitio~ t; tie State of 
·~O:1t3.r:2. ti~t, li~ie . ·sisaura a~'1C Ollr :-:rsstor, ~-PO:1ta~:c.l:s· ~,-~--:..o-a -.:~·:':OS6 
rig:;.t :l'::c. r'Ss:;o::.sil~ilit~" it is to ec.ucs.te offspri::g. 

SENATE EDUCATION 
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BILl NO_--.l~~eK..?~_ 
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Senate Education Committee 
State Capitol 

'Helena, MT 59620 

Dear Senators: 

February 14, 1991 
Steven T. and Earleen Lloyd 
P.O. Box 2 
Boulder, NT 59632 

We are asking that you please conS1aer supporting SB287 sponsored 
by Senator Del Gage. This is a bill that would further define the present, 
home school statutes. 

As graduates of the Montana high school and college systems, we know 
the benefits and privileges of a quality education. We also as Montanans 
wish to see our children raised, educated and a part of Montana's future. 

The reason we home educate our children is twofold; 
l)our oldest child was in the public system and it was failing her and 
2) our Christian beliefs can not be upheld in the public system as they 
can be in our home setting. We know and appreciate every Montanan's 
right to choose a public or privdte school, as we diso dpprecidte the 
pr'ivilege to raise our children as we see best. Our daughter attended 
kindergarten and the first quarter of first grade in the public system 
in Boulder. She is bright, but much to our dismay we found her to 
be frustrated with the reading program. After much looking into the 
problem, we discovered that the program was new and did not lean alot 
to phonics. We know that a good reading background is the basis for a 
successful school career. She was not getting off to a good start. We 
pulled her out and reviewed her kindergarten year with her. She is now 
an a~lid reader and an above average student who has confidence in her 
work. Our curriculum is totally Christian based and well excedes the 
normal standards of education. 

We know two fine people who were educated by the public school 
system. She did not finish high school, but dropped out. He graduated 
bue does not know how to read or write. We feel that the public 
system failed these two wonderful people, but we realize that no one 
sys·tem can be 100% perfect for all people. We ask that you consider 

'making it possible for ALL Montanans to always have the choice to 
choose the way their children are educated. 

" In closing we would just like to add that we do not expect you 
to understand why we home school, but just that we wish to keep the 
freedom to determine and educate our children as we seE best. It' 
is a very precious freedom to ALL Montanans! 

Sincerely, ~ 

-:I~4 - 7: /-7/-
~ rt'~ENA 

Steven T. Llold-~ TE EDUCAnON 
Earleen Lloyd EXHIBrr NO--!j 

B~~~''lI 
' ___ CJI<. ~" 

-.... 



My name is Vicky Locke. ! am a proponent of S.B.:87. 

Since we re9istered as a Home School Family in 1983 we've 

heard complaints about just who is the authority for the 

Home School students. 

Many parents believe their children wo~ld de be~~eY 5cc:allj 

and academically if they continued their instruction at 

home, rather than 90in9 to a public or private school. 

Studies have proven over and over that these students excel 

academically and socially. :3 .. B. He:ne 

School students to pursue their educational activities 

without interruption. 

S.B.287 ~larifies the Hc:ne Schoo! Law (20-50109J. It 

clearly states who is responsible for the choice of 

curriculum, method of presentation and evaluation of those 

choices. 

The Montana Home School Law works. 

it will work even better. 

Thank you for passin9 S.B. ....,......., 
L.O/' .. 

When you pass ~.E. 

.. 
-



Committee Chairman and Committee Members~ 

Mv husband, a professional engineer, and I strongly support 
this bill. 88287. We responsibly home educate our five children 
and feel it is not only our right to do so bu~ GU~ u:t~m~t2 

responsibility that they receive a good education. 
Noeh Webster, a graduate of Yale, descendant of Pilgrim 

Governor William Bradford, and a lawyer understood the founding 
principles of our nation ~hen he composed his 1828 Dictionary. 

I'd like to quote from a copy of his 1828 dictionary. 

"EDUCATION, n. [L. educ.:<.tio.] The bringing up, as of 2. 

child; instruction; formation of manners. Education 
comprehends all that series of instruction and 
discipline which is intended to enlighten the 
understanding, correct the temper, and fo~m the manners 
and habits of youth, and fit them for usefulness in 
their future stations. To give children a geed 
education in manners, arts~ and science, is important; 
to give them a religious education is 
and an immense responsibility rests on 
guardians who nef.;Jlect these duties." 

in dis p e:t ·s=,. b 1 e ~ 

p2.r;:n t·:; 2.nd 

As you can see it was meant from the beginning of our nation 
for parents to have the right and responsibility to educate their 
children. In Noah Webster's day we had the highest literacy rate 
that there ever was in our country and home education was an 
integral part of that. 

We urge your support for this bill, 88287. 

Sincerely yours, 

!j«),4,.,...cI ... P./o/.,rw.J . 
ft. _~r;o/,- of CbAAJA~ 

r.:: ~h d ' d ~~_r~.-JJ . 
~1C ar an L1nd1 arV1S 

SENATE EDUCATION 
EXHIBIT NOh q 
DAi£_,"_..liiiiIi~~·...l..' ... $_" ' ...... '_ 
mu NO,_ ...... ~-.-e~7~_ 



February 15, 1991 

Senate Education Committee 

Dear Mr. Chairman: 

In a day and age when we see the constant chipping away of our rights as 

parents and the erosion of the family, it is refreshing to see legislation as 

SB 287 which reaffirms those rights and strengthens the family. Indeed, as 

SB 287 plainly states, the responsibility for establishing the educational 

philosophy for our children belongs with the parents. 

We recently moved here from Colorado and one of the deciding factors in that 

move was the favorable home schooling law that presently exists. SB 287 helps 

to clarify and strenghten that law and we urge your support. 

~:~ 
~!lA~.~ 
Bo StuaA ! 
Maggie Stuart 

SENATE EDUCAnON 
EXHfBIT NO_ ,a 
0,1\ Tt.._->od..-::.-' -L.) 5 ...... _· .5118L.,J?r-
~ " ~e, 



EXHIBiT NO, ______ _ ¥ebruary 15,1991 
DATE... _______ _ 

of' 
DIU NO, _______ _ 

Desr ----, 

Not m~ny years b~ck we were granted the right to 

school our children a t home. 'llhis new law was intro-

duced along with Great :-'ejoicing on cur pa=t, due to 

the fact that we were already under pressure to put 

our children in public school. Thanks to those men 

who were elected to office that year, we have the 

freedom to ed.uca te our children the ;,va;/ 'vie c::"oose. 

Within the la~t two 1E;Gi.;slCltivc ;,:,t:E~ions there has 

been a movement ~ithln tt~ E(uc~tio~~l Eystem to take 

cur !lew-fc u.::.d fre E c.o~.s·1.', a~' . We o~ly hope that with 

your support this new bill, as it becomes law, will 

give us 

educate an~ reise our c~il(rEn a~ ~e Ece fit. Yes, 

wherever frEeQoA~ 1,'; i 11 be: t u::: e c. , but when 

they cease to exist ~o will ~~~ricA. Thank you so 

much for your support. Please vote "yesl! to SB-287. 

With much concern, 

J3jft 0IrLrJ ~ 
, .1/Jr:rrJ 

5.5 jJ,y 6eef! R.d. 
~~dtr/~ 

SENATE EDUCAnoN 
EXHIBIT NCl_ ... I ... ' __ _ 
DATE. :l- , 5 .. g I 
FU.l1 NO ::::-a .Q " 



ThanK you for taKing the time to gain the information 

necessary to maKe a wise decision on Senate 8i I I 287. I 

appr'ec i .:de ;.'our· time rler'e Ii ·:.ten i ng ·:t.nd other' time :iOIJ mu~.t 

spend reading. 

I am Dorothy Starshine. I have taught in the Helena school 

system for 21 years and am currently teaching Engl ish at the 

7th and 8th grade levels. I have a doctorate from the 

Universi ty of Georgia in Reading Education. 80th my thesis 

and dissertation involved testing. 

I am here to ·:.uppor t Sena te 8 i I I 287 beca.use I fee I the 

parents are the enes who can best evaluate their homeschool 

student·: . 

Ij b i qui t Cllj s· .~.:' t est:· .:t.r· e. i t i·:. d iff i C IJ Itt CI r' e·a Ii: e t hat 

standardized tests have existed less than a century. In that 

time. they have become big business. Ralph·Nader estimates 

:t.t lea':.t :3 to 4 bi 11 ion dc.] l':'.r·':. ·ar·e spent .:t.nnu.:t.l h' Cln 

·stan,j.ar·di:e,j test·:· ,:uch ·a·:· the Ca.1 ifl:'rni.a Te·:.t of 8.a·:·ic 

Ski I Is. Companies sel I ing these tests, where profit is the 

motivation, generally make ail students appear to be above 

~'h?rage . 

T e ~. t ~ h a I} e bJO mai n II:' 1 i M; + · .. r 
" ._" , - I " .. , .• 

ReI iabi 1 i ty i·:. a ·:.tatistical mea·:.ure that r·epor·t·:. the 

Dercentage of time that a student taKing that test would 

have that score. It is an objective measure of a test. 

test. It refers to the degree to which the test measures 



what the test user thinKs it measures. For example, a math 

t e s· t r' e p 0 r' t .:. h C.IAI IAI ell a':· t u den t m a. nip u 1 .:., t e .~ n u m t. e r ':. A 

':.p ell i n g t e s. t r' e p c.r· t:· h C.l.',.1 lA.le 1 1 .:., .:. tude n t .:.p ell .:. ~'Jor' d·:.. E·.) e n 

these simple examples are fraught with difficulties such as 

how many digits and the range of those digits in the math 

problems or which words wi 1 1 be tested for spelling. 

A s· tic 1< i e r· I .... ) i c k e t i·:. the i n tel 1 i g e n c e t e:. t. The r' e i:, n c. 

range .::of in te 1 i .~ence ':·c.::or·e·~. It COlj 1 d be c·:.,ll ed .:., tes·t c.f 

t"J t t <:0 c;o 1 1 t h .;0 t '.I .;0. r' , .;0. n 0: e "i n tel 1 i ,~e n c e " i ': t c. .:..: ':.Ij met r, .:0. t 

': om Eo p e ':' p 1 e h .:0.',) e "i t"; 0 the r' 5 d '::0 n " t h .;0, '.) e "i t" .:0. n d .:0. n 

i i; teo 1 1 i ge nee t e·:· t C ·;on maK e t h.;o t de t e r'm ina t i on . 

.3.;:. t : tude tests of creative ::rh i 1 i ~" .. ' 
..... _ I , t ""." ~ 

cognitive development, or graduate record exam. The question 

is: do the tests test what they claim to test. A more 

significant aspect is: do they test what has been taught. 

If schools or the county sUDerintendent administer the 

t eo s· t: t 0 h om e s· c h c, col e r' s.. the teo:· t s· VJ ill be i n v .:0. 1 i d. T h eo r' e i ':. 



no way that a school or county superintendent could choose a 

,.) ali d t e -:;. t t 0 .:t. dm i n i:. t e r' t ':' .:t. h om e -:;. c h c. 0 1 .:. t IJ den t b e C au':. etc. 

be 1.).:;'.1 i d' a test must test wh.:c.t ha':' been ta.lJght. t···le i ther the 

schools nor the county superintendent have a clue as to to 

what has been ta~ght to homeschool students. Homeschool 

students study a variety of subjects at a variety of levels 

because homeschools have a small student-teacher ratio. If 

_ .• ,L....'! ; _ __ l.. _,_., 
\.,..'-J\.,. •• j ,_ :"_"'_' __ ' I 

- - , .. ,_Ii. I .• 

also diversify their teaching. 

.,l.. .... 
'."":: p' 

Only the parents who are with their students all day 

eve~yday Vnow what their -:;tudents have been studYing. Only 

the parents. selecting among the thousands of tests 

what their students have been learning and thus administer a 

I,!.:..1 i d test. 

I urge /'CIU to i~il.)e .:.. "Do F'·:c.s.:·" e,n :;::en.:c.te E:i 11 2~:7 1 .. <Jhieh 

',0,1 ill.:;. 1 I Ol.<,1 the p.:<, r e n t ': t a 2t. dm i n i·:. t e r' .:t. I.J .!t. 1 i d t e .:. t t CI t r, e i r· 

.:. t u den t .:. - - I.,! .:t. 1 i d b Eo C:<. u s· e i t f..'.,1 ill t e':. t , .... .1 h a. t the ': t u den t .:. h .:<.',) e 



Honorable Chairperson and Committee Members: 

I am Roxie Sporleder from Great Falls. I have a Master's Degree 

in Education and currently hold a Montana Class 1 Teaching Certificate. 

I have over 20 years' experience in the field of education, 

working in such capacities as a teacher, an administrator of 

a private school, an in-service trainer for teachers, and a 

h~~sch~~le~ ~f se~en child~en." Th~ee of ~y ho~eschooled children 

are currently attending college. I am asking you to support 

Senate Bill 287. 

Today I would like to address in particular the provision 

stating that the parent is the sole authority and is responsible 

for all decisions regarding the selection of instructional 

materials, curriculum, and textbooks. I believe parents have 

both the capabilities and the resources to effectively fulfill 

these responsibilities. 

First of all, we must realize that the homeschool movement 

is serviced by. a full range of professionals. These not only 

include individuals with Bachelor of Arts degrees, but also 

those with Master's degrees and Doctoral degrees in Education. 

Those with advanced degrees are involved in scientific educational 

research, in curriculum development, in teacher and parent 

education, and in other administrative and supportive services. 

With the help of these professionals, including the Hewitt 

Research Foundation and the National Home Education Research 

Institute, homeschoolers are on the cutting edge of educational 

methodology. Some of the current trends in American education 
areeDoperative learning, learning styles instruction, individualized 
instruction, process writing, and cross-age tutoring. By the 

very nature.of homeschooling itself and by deliberate choice, 
these are curriculum methods successfully employed by homeschooling 

parents. 

Secondly, many basic books about schooling and homeschooling 

are available to the parent. The Big Book of Home Learning 

series by Mary Pride, The Curriculum Manual by Cathy Duffy, 

The Homeschool Manual by Dr. Ted Wade, professor of education,and 

Homestyle Teaching and Homegrown Kids by Dr. Raymond and Dorothy 

Moore are but a few of these kinds of books. These give clearr 
and detailed guidelines and instruc"tions on ~t£i.BHIlAfU.onstruction 

EXHIBIT N8.. __ /4~-.-_ 
OAT£.. ~ - I 5 ,. 91 ---



textbook sources and selection, curriculum reviews, approaches 

to teaching each subject, and much more information. 

Thirdly, parent~have access to hundreds of publishers 

that print for the general public, for the private school, 

and/or the homeschool. These publishers include the major 

Christian publishing companies such as Bob Jones Press, A Beka 

Publishing, and Alpha Omega. In the last Teaching Home, a 

national magazine for homeschoolers, 93 publishers were reviewed 

or advertized. Through these poublishers, high structured, 

closely supervised programs are available as well as individual 

textbooks and materials. 

A fourth major resource to parents are the monthly newsletters 

and magazines published especially for the homeschooler. The 

Teaching Home, the nationally distributed magazine mentioned 

earlier, contains a wealth of information to enable parents 

to succeed. Dr. Ruth Beechick serves as the Educational 

Consultant for this magazine. Besides the ads for the publishers, 

textbooks and "curriculums are reviewed and rated. "Teaching 

Methods and Tips" is a regular column that gives practical 

oideas to make teaching more effective. Each month there is 

a special section with up to ten articles devoted to a specific 

teaching area and methodology such as reading, literature, 

music, hands-an-learning, mathematics, and other curriculum subjects. 

A fifth valuable resource to the homeschooling parent are 

the workshops, conventions, and seminars that are conducted 

by professionals and experienced h08eschoolers throughout 

the United States. There are at least 24 state conventions, 

including Montana and over 24 workshop courses offered 

The Association of Christian Schools International has invited 

homseschoolers to their regional conventions and publishing 

The sixth resource I wish to mention are the support groups 

in the local communities. These ,can-·eemini:..;'~orkshops-,,·whE't'e 

professionals and homeschoolers present valuable information 

on curriculum, the teaching-learning process, and other educational 

subjects, or they are discussions of relevant issues by parents, 

resulting in parents helping other parents. The purpose of 

these support groups is to continue the training of the parent 
in educational areas, to solve particular problems faced in 



the education of children, and to share ideas. 

In summary, parents have their own professional network 

to help them set up a curriculum and select methodologies that 

are best suited to the particular learning style and needs 

of their children and in accordance with their philosophy 

of education and religious convictions. 

Respectfully submitted, 

l!":jL: y! ,., /)~. / 
\;{ 7~ ~CVULIl t:K...fl./L/ 

Roxie Sporleder 

2215 4th Ave. South 

Great Falls, Montana 59405 



Ataue~ 
9lJ~~~ 

1120 10th sr. WEsr 
COLUMBIA FAUSt MT 59912 

(406) 892-2590 

February 12, 1991 

The Honorable Stan Stephens 
Governor, State of Montana 
State Capitol, Room 204 
Helena, Montana 59620 

Dear Governor Stephens: 

MARIE MORIN 

As a business person and as a mother, I really 
appreciate Montana's good homeschooling laws. 
I worked for the University of Calgary for one 
and one-half years, and for Simon Fraser Univer
sity in Vancouver, Canada for almost ten years, 
before I was married. Now my husband and I really 
enjoy our children, and we get great joy educating 
them! 

We have our oldest taking Yamaha Group Piano 
Lessons, which are expensive, but wonderfull He 
also belongs to a Club and he really loves that -
his teacher there says he is a joy and she told 
me that she is excited about the knowledge he has 
for his age! The school curriculum we are using 
is highly rated; beginning in Grade 2 we would 
send his work in, they would correct it and send 
back curricula just suited for him! We keep a 
written record of what we cover for each of the 
required 180 school days. We will be testing him 
as well, and will be keeping these records. 

We appreciate our existing law which is very 
adequate, gives the School Superintendents power 
to act where needed, can be enforced, and costs 
taxpayers little! I know many in our business 
community appreciate this educational alternative, 
and we are working to keep it - MONTANA IS WELL 
WORTH THE EFFORT! 

With warmest regards, 
~~ ??l~7»~ 

CUSTOM DRAPERIES. BEDSPREADS • DESIGNER DENIMS • COATS • JACKETS 
Made to fit Just "You"! 



TO: 

FROM: 

RE: 

Chairman Chet Blaylock, Senate Education Committee 

Bryan L. Asay, Montana Coalition of Home Educators 

SB287 
February 15, 1991 

Current Montana law concerning Home Education is usable, effective and 
protects the interests of the State of Montana as well as the Family in Montana. 
The compromise in 1983 was effected by a great deal of discussion and 
ccnside!'2.ti~n b:t inte!'ested c!tizen~ and !eg!s!etc!'9. The !a"rV 2.!!o";·,"s fo~ t!n!fc~m 
and objective application of review by the courts in cases which merit 
investigation and prosecution. 

Abuse and neglect are abuse and neglect and should be handled under existing 
laws suited for protecting the child and the rights of the accused. Compulsory 
attendance laws should not be "viewed as a means for identifying child abuse and 
neglect. If officials see problems, then they should investigate and prosecute if 
probable cause exists - otherwise, the parents should be left alone to educate. 

Home educators should not be viewed as a suspect class of citizens. 
Unfortunately, superintendents, principals, teachers, and ether officials often 
consider home education unfavorably in theory and, therefore, consider home 
education to be abuse or at least neglect in and of itself, regardless of the 
tremendous success of home education generally. 

This bill will refocus the state's attention to the existing law - a Good 
Compromise. A Vote "for' this bill is not a vote against compulsory education or 
the Montana Constitution. It is a vote to ratify a good compromise - a good 
alternative that is working very well without undo government intervention. 

Parents have a basic and fundamental right to direct the education of their 
children, coupled with that basic responsibility. 

The child is not the mere creature of the State; those who nurture 
him and direct his destiny have the right, coupled with the high 
duty, to recognize and prepare him for additional obligations. 
Pierce v. Society of Sisters, 268 U.S. 510,534-35 (1925); See also 
Wisconsin v. Yoder, 406 U.S. 205 (1972). 

A parent's right to educate their child at home is a basic constitutional liberty 
guaranteed by the U.S. Constitution (Yoder). This basic liberty was recognized in 
1983 by the 110ntana Legislature. With rights and responsibilities comes 
authority. This is understood by all home educators and many superintendents. 
However, there has been misunderstanding among others regarding the 
authority which rests with parents. Many confuse home education with abuse or 
neglect and attempt to use existing law and this legislative process to conduct 
warrantless searches in a misguided effort to expose facts to support their 
unfounded suspicions. 

Officials who have a misguided desire to reach into the home simply because the 
parents educate their children at home should be discouraged from doing so. 
Montana's home educators are doing a tremendous job of educating their 
children. Those parents should be encouraged b~O~lI;uc'.lboKlk you for your 
consideration. EXHIBIT NO_ ..... /-'I~""-~~_ 

CATL ~ -15 "t:fLJ./_ 



FEBRUARY 15, 1991 

HONORABLE SENATE EDUCATION COMMITTEE MS\1BER. 

We would like to submit this written testimony in support of 
S.B. 287, "AN ACT TO ESTABLISH RESPONSIBILITIES AND RIGHTS OF A 
PARENT WHO PROVIDES A HOME SCHOOL AND RIGHTS OF A CHILD IN HOME 
SCHOOL", sponsored by Senator Del Gage. 

r::o--Q ,.....: """"'0 .; ............. Q,4.;::. .. 1O ";c:-c-"o.:::> 
-.} '- _ .... -' --.- _ .. -' - ""_."--- -- - --. '-'" .... -- "", '"" -

bill addresses so well, and some of its positive far-reaching results: 

-Accurately specifies ~he ~ome School pare~t rights a~d 
responsibilities 

-Addresses the rights of a Home School child 
-Protects parental rights 
-tncourages and supports strong family units- the basic building 
block of a healthy society 

-Supports a strong, positive educational system with documented 
success both in Montana and the United States 

-Protects freedom of choice: educaticnal. religious, etc. 
-ne 1 i eves 1 oca 1 schoo l admi nistra tors of erToneous 1y perce i ved 
responsihilitiy for Home School children 

-R~duces the burien on the Public School system. with no change 
in tax support from Home School parents 

-Deters a deliberate drive by the National Educators Association 
and others to create a monopoly of the education process in our 
nation. 

-Helps foster a democratic society. not a socialistic socieLY 
such as we see rapidly decaying in Europe and Asia. 

we strongly belleve that passage of this bill will not only 
accomplish the obvious provisions of the bill. but will support and 
pr0te~t th~ st~ong family units that ~re 50 n~cessary for a strong. 
moral society. We gl:-ieve a.t the obvi(ll-lsly decaying moral situatIon 
in our coun~ry; che majorlcy of Home School families hold dear ~he 

traditIonal Judea-ChrIstlan values and beliefs thaL were so 

nation. Please support this blil. and give our state and our nation 
what they so desperately need: well educated children, with strong 
and posit.ive mo:ral values. 

Please feel free to call us with any concerns and questions you 
may he\!€,. 

Thank you! 

~~ N.J)/>~ 
Ron and Nell Baar 
10787 Little Holland Road 
Manhattan, Montana 59741 

406-282-7933 



Daniel B. Brimhall 
Box 159 
East Helena, Mt 59635 
406-442-5519 

TESTIMONY AT SB 287 HEARING 

Chairman Blaylock, Education Committee Members. 

My name is Dan Brimhall, I am Vice President of Operations for 
American Chemet Corporation in East Helena. I have a Bachelor of 
Science Degree in Chemis~ry, and a Master's Degree in Metallurgical 
Engineering. 

My wife, Cathy, and I have been home educating our two children 
(ages nine and thirteen), for the past three years. Let me dispel 
a myth about home schooling. It is not easy sending your 
children off to public school is easy. It requires a great deal of 
commitment, planning, and determination. It is expensive, in that 
we purchase a curriculum, textbooks, and supplies, in addition to 
paying our taxes to the public system. Cathy does the majority of 
instruction, instead of pursuing other interests or providing a 
second income to the household. 

However, the rewards are beyond measure. The efficiencies of one
on-one instruction are obvious. There is a great deal of 
flexibility inherent in the system. For instance, our son 
particularly developed a love for mathematics from the start. He 
finished the first grade curriculum rapidly, and went on to finish 
the second grade level of study in math the first year. This would 
not have been possible in public school, and perhaps he might have 
become bored, and lost his zeal for math. We are finding that our 
children do not fit some artificial standard of expected 
performance. Like all of us, they have strengths and weaknesses in 
any given discipline of study. At home, we can recognize this, and 
gear their instruction accordingly. 

Home education is a family-oriented activity. We are not relying 
on some stranger to be sensitive to our children's needs. We are 
able to teach our own value system, and guide our children's 
development in a way that no public school teacher would ever be 
able to do. We approach life as our school. Learning is an on
going experience, and we can learn where ever weare, no matter 
what we are doing. Even something as simple and routine as going 
to the grocery store is part of school, learning how to read and 
interpret labels, learning how to compute the best buy, learning 
how to count, and make change. 

We have found that by using what we learn in our daily life, the 
children begin to see the value and usefulness of their studies. 
And this fuels their desire to learn more. 

Our home education experience is something we cherish very much. 
We interact with other home school famil~~,'''ion,-~a1:;lr~;gular basis, and 

EVL;if"',- i-'!") , l~ 1\1~'1..'l ...... __ -,_,...Q __ ----
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·ha~e found them to be very dedicated to providing their children 
with a quality education. 

People often ask us "What about the socialization of your 
children?" This point is one of the main reasons for our choosing 
to home school. Our daughter was experiencing a great deal of 
difficulty at public school. There were conflicts on the 
playground. We were told that it is routine for one adult to 
supervise 300 children at recess. Clearly, one adult cannot even 
begin to keep track of 300 children. The "socialization" of 
children under such circumstances is left to peer pressure, 
misinformation about important topics, and the often-expressed 
hostility and cruelty of children as t~ey atte~pt tc relate i~ suc~ 
a chaotic environment. Our children have regular contact with 
others in a controlled environment, usually with an abundance of 
adul~s present to supervise and help. Our children look to us, not 
their peers, for advice and counsel. 

We are asking you to vote in favor of 5B 287, as we are very 
concerned about preserving our freedom to educate our children in a 
family atmosphere. We are concerned about the intrusion of 
government into our family affairs. The present law concerning 
home education, enacted in 1983 is a good law, which works, but one 
which we feel needs clarification. HB 287 provides this 
clarification. 

Please consider all the evidence carefully, and support HB 287. 

Thank you. ~ 

hdl3.~ 
Daniel B. Brimhall 



WHAT "HOME BASED EDUCATION" MEANS TO OUR FAMILY. 

It has frequently come to my attention that people who educate 
at home -- both parents and students -- see themselves in some 
way as doing what people in traditional schools do. For a few, 
this is not to far from wrong; for most others, it's far from 
the truth. Their are no parallels between what happens in 
institutional public and private schools and what goes on in 
most homes, the base from which parents educate their own 
students. Perhaps the only similarity is that children are 

ends. 

Trying to make comparisons is almost i~pc3sitle. Both 5e~ti~s~ 
involve students, but that's as far as the comparison can go. 
This is especially true in homes where parents and students 
learn by doing and following their own interests; where topics 
( gardening, Mars, dancing, holy days, music, dinosaurs ... ) 
are more important than "school" subjects (spelling time, math 
time, science time ... ), and where classes are not run by the 
clock, as in ~- the bell rang; go to your next class. 

It is clear that we must use an entirely different vocabulary ~o 
explain what home education is all about. For this reason, I 
have stopped using the erroneous phrase, "home schooling". The: 
words "home based education" are much more meaningful and more 
accurate. 

The day to day approach used in our home is identical to that 
which is used in Clonlara's campus day school; both are fashioned 
along the lines of the British Infant Schools and of other 
innovative educational settings where organic learning is 
practiced. 

Our approach is similar in all major respects to the approach 
used in some schools in Canada, England, and the U.S. and in 
numerous private schools. It has been recommended and acclaimed 
by such well-known educators/authors as Joseph Pearce, David 
Elkind, Jerome Bruner, John Holt, Herb Kohl, Jonathon Kozol, 
Raymond Moore, and Susan S. Macaulay. 

The educators previously mentioned have concluded, that children 
can successfully develop strong academic skills, a desire to 
learn, a love of learning and a knowledge of how to learn. This 
is best effected by allowing students as much exposure as 
possible to a wide range of experiences. Seeing, doing, talking 
about it, helps secure the information and instill the wisdom 
necessary to make use of it at appropriate times. Learning is not 
limited, then, to a certain time span. It doesn't only take place 
in a certain place. It isn't confined to only books or films or 
lectures. 

Strt~n fD!nH:UN 
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students who learn in natural, unpressured ways learn a most 
important lesson that cannot be learned by reading books or being 
instructed: they learn to feel good about themselves, to have a 
realistic image of themselves as worthwhile, loveable, loving 
human beings who are able to act and to accomplish, to contribute 
to their families and their community. 

When students are not pitted against one another and compared 
with one another, they mature by honing their own strengths and 
attacking their own weaknesses -- by succeeding and making 
mistakes without fear of being censured and humiliated. 

Despite the fact that Clonlara's c~rric~l~~ lis~~ =~bjec~ areas 
(reading, math, etc.) separately, our program is, in actual fact 
and practice, thoroughly integrated. The day is not divided into 
"spelling time", "math time", etc., as in traditional schools; 
instead, the TOPIC being studied/discussed INCLUDES spelling and 
reading and math skills. For example, a trip to Yellowstone Park 
involves all of the senses (sight, smell, sounds, touch, 
hearing). It can inc:ude academic skills (reading, writing, 
spelling, discussing, counting, categorizing), too. 

Experience has taught that children who learn in this "integrated 
day" manner can sometimes be far ahead, academic311y speaking, in 
some areas and not so far ahead in others. The "catching up" 
time, as it were, generally comes when a child reaches junior 
high school years. 

The same tools fo:: evaluation -- tests of grade level basic 
skills, certain achievement tests, e.g. -- cannot adeguately 
measure the growth of students who learn in the organic, 
ungraded, hands-on fashion described here. Those tools were, 
after all, designed for institutional graded schools. 

Another notable difference between the traditional, graded 
a~~rQach to learning and the orgauic one lieS in the use of 
text~ooks and workbooks. Students who are being taught according 
to the "integrated day" a9proach '.:.:=e text!Jccks as ;;'..:;ple::ler:ta::y 
materials, at best. The major focus is on manipulative materials 
-- games, counting apparatus, book making, arts and crafts, 
telescopes, microscopes, toys, to name a few. Experiencing the 
world around them is of equal importance to the use of 
manipulatives for these students. Trips to the library, museums, 
farms, zoos, workplaces, mountains, stores, etc., are a vital 
part of the curriculum. 

Textbooks are mentioned in Clonlara's curriculum, but they are 
meant to be regarded mainly as reference materials, not as 
required tools. The books most frequently used in uncrraded 
schools are encyclopediae, home library books, town iibrary 
materials, newsletters, and childc::aft sets/kits, comics, 
National Geographic magazines, and the like. 

Our family education is patterned after Clonlara and we have been 
involved with their "Home Based Education Program" for several 
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TESTIMONY OF BRENDA NEAL 
Augusta, Montana 

I am Brenda Neal, a country girl from Augusta. I am a 1989 
graduate of a Montana home school and presently a second-year pre
law student at Magdalen College in Bedford, New Hampshire. I wish 
~ _ _1-::: ~.:::::::. _.... _ .... ___ .. _ _ _ _ _ _ _..:J 1- _, .! _.t:: _ .... .: J... 1- J... t... _ ,._~ ...... _ J... _ _ _ r __ .! _, _ .L.. ... __ 

'-'-' .::> .. .1._ .... _ ~\.,,~ CAt"::::J....;.c:: ..... \",..-=~ ;::::. .. ,,-....1 y'"= .... .J.C_."::J .,.,~ ..... L" '-~.I.C "4V • .I.'-:4~.I.>:A W~·jJ...::;)...:...::::t,-\..4J..C 

and why I am in favor of SB 287 as it takes into consideration home 
education. 

Senate Bill 287 assures: 
(1) flexibility and individuality. The parent/teacher 

has the indisputable advantage of recognizing the individual 
differences in his/her children and responds accordingly, using a 
variety of instructional skills, teaching the students to work 
independently, and motivating them. The parent/teacher also can 
take advantage of community resources outside the home to broaden 
the student's knowledge. 

(2) responsibility ana performance assessment. The 
paren t/teache r is commi tted to his ch i Id 's educa t i on. He/she 
determines the academic curriculum, creating many paths to 
knowledge, helping the student to pose and solve problems on his 
own, and managing and monitoring the student's achievement and 
understanding of how the various subjects are linked to other areas 
of learning. I agree, as long as the home-educated student is 
enrolled in an active home school curriculum, that no external 
assessment of instruction or accountability is desired, required, 
or constitutionally authorized. 

I began home education in the seventh grade. The only national 
test I had taken was the SAT, the college entrance exam. I scored 
above the national and state average, thus opening all doors for 
my cOLlege education. 'l'nlS can all be attributed to my home 
education, since before that I was a student who hated school and 
especially reading. ~y pare~ts sa~ that I lacked the necessary 
skills to read well, and since my second year of home schooling, 
I began to enjoy reading even for pure leisure. School was not the 
task it had been but was a pleasurable challenge to learn. If my 
mother had not taught me to read well, I would never have attained 
good grammar skills or a wide vocabulary, which I also attribute 
to my Latin course. Because of my English and grammar skills, I 
was recently asked by my English college professor to tutor other 
students in my class. 

I know that my home education evoked my facile acceptance to 
all the colleaes to which I aoolied and the scholarshios awarded 
to me. One of-the colleges where I was accepted is rated in Barron 
and Peterson's Guide to Prestigious Colleges in the top 4% of 
competitive colleges in the nation. The college I am attending is 
a private college in a Boston suburb, and I am planning a career 
in law. SENATE EDiJc,UJ!J[~ 

EXHlsrr ;-;rL d I 
~",-" ., "11: _ AI iii 
~;." f" ___ c::::K:._ .J-!:.:z._L-.~ 
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Perhaps you are asking yourselves, how did she adjust 
socially, especially coming from a rural Montana home, twenty miles 
to the nearest community, to a major college in an eastern city, 
no less?! Well, the adjustment was smooth, with absolutely no 
problems at all. I fell right into the circulation of social and 
academic life. I associate with a large circle of colleagues and 
am always open and willing to meet and talk with anyone. As for 

team and a guard on the college girls basketball team. I have also 
joined one of the most outstanding drama clubs in the Boston area. 
T~is is ar: ~:rt from ~Nhich I deri·le ~uch pleasu-re. Alo~g ~Nith 
drama, I belong to a seventy-person choir where I sing alto, and 
I have an hour and a half practice three times a week in addition 
to my academic load. 

I kindly request that the Montana Senate Education Committee 
take my testimony into deep consideration. Please accept my 
sincere thank-you for your time and consideration. 

Brenda Neal 

[uatej 



MAGDALEN 
COLLEGE 

Mrs. Danielle Neal 
P.O. Box 293 
Augusta, Montana 59410 

Dear Mrs. Neal; 

',. 

19 January 1991 

In reply to your letter, I would be pleased to pass on my assess
ment your daughter!s academic performance and her social adjust
ment to college life. 

As you know, the curriculum at Magdalen College is a four year 
integrated program based on the great books. Stude~ts read the 
primary texts of the Western tradition, beginning with Horner and 
concluding with Heisenberg. In addition, the program at Magdalen 
College includes four years of mathematics and three years of 
science. There are no electives. The Magdalen College program 
is taught by the seminar method of instruction, which requires 
that each student be actively engaged in class discussion. 

This demanding academic program would make any weaknesses in 
Brenda's prior education obvious. I am pleased to report that 
Brenda is an active participant in class discussions and that 
overall she is doing well academically. 

As far as I know Brenda had no difficulty adjusting to college 
life. r knew for certain that she has many friends and a rich 
social life nt the College. 

If B~enda is a representative Montana home-schooler, then I would 
conclude that horne-schooling in Montana is a success. 

With my very best regards, 
I 

\ 
Sincerely, 

~eRA~~ 
George Stanciu, Ph. D. 
Academic Dean 

SENATE EDUCATION 

EXHIBli r:o. ~ ~ 
DATE.. ~ • 15 '" 'il 
Bill NO. .;281 



In response· to, and concerning Senate Bill 287, presently before the 

conmittee, involving the clarification of the rights and responsibilities of 

heme schooling families, who are currently protected under heme education 

enactments, I would like to testify. 

I entered school in the public grade school and completed the first and 

second grades. My parents disliked the atmosphere and curriculum because of the 

lack of Biblical principles. I attended a Christian school for four years and 

then was horne schooled for six years. I realize how fortunate I am to have been 

home educated and I have had absolutely no desire to return to t..~e public 

system. 

Home schooling has given me the opportunity to learn far more than I ever 

would have in the public system. I have had the occasion to be eTployed by a 

Cercified Public Accountant, giving e~~a assis~~ce during tax season, a~d also 

have had on-the-job training as a dental assistant. These two jobs have given 

me excellent experience and exposure. 

I have seen many of the products of public education; it is not pleasing or 

encouraging. I have not been prematurely subjected to the uneducational, and in 

many cases, detrimental circumstances that most students encounter every day. 

Consequently, I have grown stronger in my faith and walk with Jesus Christ, and 

been able to achieve more scholastically. 

I firmly, and with all solidity, believe that the administration of 

education is the God=given right and responsibility of parents --not the State--

over their children. It is also the God-given right and responsibility of the 

State to suooort, uohold, and orotect the parents in their efforts to bring up 

Godly children. It is a truly sorrowful aspect seeing our nation seek to 

undermine, frustrate, and obliterate home education. This would be a shameful 

disgrace to our country, to all countries, and to all that "We the People" stand 

for and are founded on. 

It is a great privilege to be a citizen of t.~e state of Montana, and to 

have its support and protection for heme education. ~'le are one of the fe'lfl 

states that still advocates this fundamental and I sincerely hope and pray that 

we retain that freedom with all circumspection. 

Sonesta Bower 
125 Park Avenue 
Kalispell, Montana 59901 SENATE EDUCATUlN 

EXHIBIT NfL--.:";'~3 ___ _ 
DArt. ,j -15 -1/ 
Btu NO. ~ a? 



Senate Educat ion Com. 
Capitol Complex, 
Helena, Mt. 

Dear Chairman and Members: Feb. 15/91 

I am a home educated student and as SllCh, I feel it is not only my right 
but it is my duty to express my support for Senate Bill #287. 

It is my belief that my education is my parents responsibility. My 
parents love me enough to see that my education is mixed with not only 
school requirements but also with moral and social standards which meet 
with our spiritual beliefs. 

I love being home schooled and I feel that my mother has done a good job 
with me, my sisters and my brother. I believe that you can see that I have 
grown spiritually, scholast.ically as well as morally and socially. 

Senate 8i11 ?07, will allow us to follow our convictions and to continue 
in our home school relationship, so I am asking you to vote in favour of this 
Bill so that me and my sisters and brother can continue to be taught in the 
presence of our mothers love. 

I wish to thank this committee for allowing me to speak before them 
and to express my eleven year old thoughts upon this matter, Thanks! 

With Much Respect, 
f 

'DIMe 
Asher Diehl, age 11 

SENATE EDUCATION 
EXHIBIT NO_a. _~ ..... 'I=,,--__ 
DA1E-______ _ 

BtU. NO ______ __ 



"0ur ideas of education take too narrow and too low a range. There 

is need of a broader scope, a higher aim. True education means 

mere tn~~ the pursual of a certain course 

with the whole being, and with the whole period of existence 

possible to man. It is the harmonious development of the physical, 

the mental, and the spiritual powers. It prepares the student for 

the joy of service in this world •.••• "l 

My name is Nanette Christensen. I am twenty years old and a saph-

omore in college. Elementary education is my major and I have 

maintained a 3.54 G.P.A. I have lived in M8ntana for nearly six 

years and I a-n proud to be a Montana.'"1 ~ 

My formal education, kindergarten through grade twelve, was ace om-

plished via "home school II • My father was a welder by trade, and 

mother an executive secretary. My creative and highly motivated 

teacher was my mother. For the first few years she worked 

closely with a school teacher to be certain she was giving me an 

adequate education. She had me tested yearly in grades one through 

eight. 

My parents endeavored to involve me in numerous extra-curricular 

activities. Mother taught me to sew at a very early age, and at 

the age of seven I completed my very own dress for church. I 

later took tailoring lessons. At the age of sixteen, I tailored 

a man's three piece wool suit. Piano, violin and voice lessons 

SENATE EOUCAT~ 
~5-EXKfBIT NO..-..:;~;...:...;;:_=--__ _ 

DATE.. ----------------.. 
MU~ _____________ __ 



Christensen 
Senate Hearing 
Page 2 

were also part of my education. These I paid for with money I 

had earned selling crafts, sewing, and other jobs. 

Ho~,-;ever, I I In not here to tell ~;{OU about rny personal achie'tlements. 

lim here to share what a blessing home education can be. 

Parents who choose to home school do so with the best interests 

of their children in mind. The basic unit of our society is the 

family_ You do not need to be told that there are many forces 

at work to destroy the family. I believe that the freedom for 

parents to choose to educate their own children with the ideals 

they hold dear is a very sacred, very special privilege. This, 

a~d ma~y other freedoms, have made Montana great. Removing this 

freedom would come at a fearful cost. My college psychology pro-

fessor in Virginia expressed several times in his classes that 

Montana has the best homeschooling law in the nation. We are 

well known! 

My family is originally from North Dakota. We were offered ten 

acres of land there as a gift from relatives. But, we left that 

and close fa-nily ties beca'lse of the intolerance of their home-

school law at that time. We moved to Montana, purchased land· and 

built a home, a~d now own a prospering health food store and Chris-

tian book store in Columbia Falls. 

Parents who choose the homeschooling alternative are not delinquent 

people. They are people who have observed the pi~E ~HC~ men and 
EXHIBIT NO., __ J_b ____ _ 
DATL _______ _ 



Christensen 
Senate Hearing 
Page 3 

women who made the history of our country so rich and our present 

life what it is. They remember that John Quincy Adams, George 

Washington, and Abraham Lincoln were homeschoolers. Even some 

inventors - like the Wright brothers - were home schoolers. 

The light we are using today can be traced to the ingenius 

Thomas Edison - a homeschooler. Even one of our present Supreme 

Court justices - Sandra Day O'Connor - was at one time a home-

schooler. I haven't even mentioned that the Saviour of our 

world - Jesus Christ - was taught by His parents. 

We have a choice to ma~e. Are we going to limit the.freedom 

of education by parents, and give this authority solely to the 

state? The Greek pagan government did and misera}:)ly failed. 

Or are we going to protect the God-given freedom of choice? 

I thank you for your time~ 



FOOTNOTES 

1. E. wnite, Education, p. 13 
Pacific Press Publishing Association, Mountainview, CA (1903) 



Senate Education Committee 
2-15-1991 

Re: SB 287 
Submitted by Kent Gilge, Montana Coalition of Home Educators 

Mr. Chairman and Committee members. Some educators have 
expressed concern about the ability of homeschooled children 
to be sucessful in post secondary education. I have compiled 
a partial list of the colleges and universities in which 
Montana homeschooled children have been accepted or are 
currently enrolled. They include the following: 

Montana State University 
Texas A & M 
Northern Montana College 
Rocky Mountain College 
LeTourneau University 
Wheaton College 
Thomas Aquinas College 
Seattle Pacific University 
Christian Heritage College 
Liberty University 
Standford University 
University of Southern California 
Wiemar College 
Berkeley 
MIT 
Magdalen College, N.H. 
University of Oregon 
Walla Walla College 

A number of colleges,such as Boston College, Northern Montana 
College, and Harvard have had such wonderful experiences 
with homeschooled students that they are actively soliciting 
and recruiting them. 
(Letters attached) 

SENATE EDUCATION 
EXHIBfT MO.-~.......,.7 __ _ 
DATt... _______ _ 

~ ~.-----~-------



Office of Admissions 
121 Bay Sute Road 
~ton, M z!slch!.!se!!! 02215 

To home~hooled students: 
December 17, 1990 

Boston University welcomes applications from homeschooled students. We believe students educated 
primarily at home possess the passion for knowledge, the independence, and self-reliance that enable them to 
excel in our intellectually challenging programs of study. 

Two homeschooled students currently attend Boston University. One is a sophomore in the College of 
Liberal Arts, the other a freshman in the College of Engineering. Both students are doing very well. Their 
educational and personal transitions from homeschooling to the University are a proven success. 

If you are a homeschooled student interested in attending college or simply concerned to know more 
about your options in higher education. we would be pleased to taik with you. To get in touch ·",-ith :.s, pleas:.: 
call or write to Kathy Mackin, Assistant Director Of Admissions (teiephone Ilii 353-~0<i). An interview can also 
be arranged. OUf address: 

Boston University 
Office of Undergraduate Admissions 
881 Commonwealth Avenue 
Boston. Massachusetts 02215 

We look forward to hearing from you. 

Yours sincerely, 

A.,~/~d/~"? 
/c%:.'S~ · 

Director of Undergraduate issions 

SfNfl,TE EDUCATION 

EXHIBIT NO._ ;2 8 
GAIL ------~jt I 
-'H ... flJO_ 



NORTHERN MONTANA COLLEGE 

Office of 
Admissions 

Mr. Kent Gilge, Chairman 
Montana Coalition of Home Educators 
P.O. Box 654 
Helena, MT 59624 

Dear Mr. Gilge: 

Montana University System 
HAVRE, MT 59501 

(406) 265·3704 

February 13, 1991 

Thank you for your letter dated February 10, 1991. For organization's sake, let me respond to your questions 
singularly. 

Admissions requirements for home schooled students are quite simple. The student must make arrangements 
to take the G.E.D. examination and, upon successful completion of the examination, are allowed to begin college 
as a student under conditional status. Conditional status essentially requires the student to enroll for a 
prescribed credit load and, after completing these courses without being placed on academic probation, are 
removed from conditional status and are considered regular students. 

The obvious implication is that no matter how well educated the home school student, current policy will treat 
that student as if he/she had not completed a high school education. This is true even if the student has 
completed the ACT or SAT examination with high marks. 

Your second question asked what my experience with home educated students has been. I am currently familiar 
with five students who have applied for admission at Northern Montana College who were home taught. Four 
of these students are currently enrolled and are doing quite well. Two of the four are well above average. The 
fifth student was offended by the G.E.D. requirement and did not matriculate. 

I have no reservations at all about admitting home educated students. To the contrary, I would like to see the 
G.E.D. requirement dropped and replaced by an appropriate ACT or SAT score to verify the quality of the home 
education. Based on what I've seen, I'm confident that these students are prepared for the challenge. 

If I may be of further aSSistance, please feel free to write again or call me at (406)265-3704. 

Sincerely, 

tldfjL-
Kelly Palmer 
Director of Admissions 

xc: file 

NORTHERN MONTANA COLLEGE IS A UNIT OF THE MONTANA UNIVERSITY SYSTEM. THE OTHER COMPONENT INSTITUTIONS OF WHICH ARE UNIVERSITY OF MONTANA AT MISSOULA. MON· 
TANA STATE UNIVERSITY AT BOZEMAN. MONTANA COLLEGE OF MINERAL SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY AT BUTTE. WESTERN MONTANA COLLEGE AT DILLON. AND EASTERN MONTANA 

CC'LLEGE AT BILLINGS. 



TESTIMONY OF BRENDA NEAL 
Augusta, Montana 

.•.. 

I am Brenda Neal, a country girl from Augusta. I am a 1989 
graduate of a Montana home school and presently a second-year pre
law student at Magdalen College in Bedford, New Hampshire. I wish 
to share my experiences and beliefs with the Montana Legislature 
and why ! a~ in favor of SB 287 as it· takes into consideration home 
education. 

Senate Bill 287 assures: 
(1) flexibility and individuality. The parent/teacher 

has the indisputable advantage of recognizing the individual 
differences in his/her children and responds accordingly, using a 
variety of instructional skills, teaching the students to work 
independently, and ~otivating them. The parent/teacher also can 
take advantage of community resources outside the home to broaden 
the student's knowledge. 

(2) respons i bi 1 i ty and per formance a~sessmen t. The 
parent/teacher is commi tted to his chi ld I S edu~ation. He/she 
determines the academic curriculum, creating many' paths to 
knowledge, helping the student to pose and solve problems on his 
own, and managing and moni toring the student's achievement and 
understanding of how the various subjects are linked to other areas 
of learning. I agree, as long as the home-educated student is 
enrolled in an active home school curriculum, that no external 
assessment of instruction or accountability is desired, required, 
or constitutionally authorized. 

I began home education in the seventh grade. The only national 
test I had taken was the SAT, the college entrance exam. I scored 
above the national and state average, thus opening all doors for 
my college education. This can all be attributed to my home 
education, since before that I was a student who hated school and 
especially reading. My parents saw that I lacked the necessary 
skills to·read well, and since my second year of home schooling, 
I began to enjoy reading even for pure leisure. School was not the 
task it had been but was a pleasurable challenge to learn. If my 
mother had not taught me to read well, I would neve, have attained 
good grammar skills or a wide vocabulary, which I ~lso attribute 
to my Latin course. Because of my English and grammar skills, I 
was recently aske~ by my English college professor to tutor other 
students in my class. 

I know that my home education evoked my facile acceptance to 
all the colleges to which I applied and the scholarships awarded 
to me. One of the colleges where I was accepted is rated in Barron 
and Peterson's Guide to Prestigious Colleges in the top 4% of 
competitive colleges in the nation. The college I am attending is 
a private college in a Boston suburb, and I am ~~~~n~~~~~~career 
in law. ;;;'::8';;- ~:~~i .. l:~I~ 0 

aRL NO._ 
-----....... _rl 



'I , . 

. .... 

Perhaps you are asking yourselves, how did she adjust 
socially, especially coming from a rural Montana home, twenty miles 
to the nearest community, to a major college in an eastern city, 
no less?1 Well, the adjustment was smooth, with absolutely no 
problems at all. I fell right into the circulation of social and 
academic life. I associate with a large circle of colleagues and 
am always open and willing to meet and talk with anyone. As for 
extra curricular activities, I am an active member of a volleyball 
team and a guard on the college girls basketball team. I have also 
joined one of the most outstanding drama clubs in the Boston area. 
This is an art from which I derive much pleasure •. Along with 
drama, I belong to a seventy-person choir where I· sing alto, and 
I have an hour and a half practice three times a week in addition 
to my academic load. 

I kindly request that the Montana Senate Education Committee 
take my testimony into deep consideration. Please accept my 
sincere thank-you for your time and consideration. 

Brenda Neal 

[Date] 

\ 

\ 



MAGDALEN 
COLLEGE 

Mrs. Danielle Neal 
P.o. Box 293 
Augusta, Montana 59410 

Dear Mrs. Neal; 

.•.. 

19 January 1991 

In reply to your l~tter, I would be pleased to pass on my assess
ment your daughter's academic performance and her social adjust
ment to college life. 

As you know, the curriculum at Magdalen College is\a four year 
integrated program based on the great books. students read the 
primary texts of the Western tradition, beginning with Homer and 
concluding with Heisenberg. In addition, the program at Magdalen 
College includes. four years of mathematics and three years of 
science. There ~re no electives. The Magdalen College program 
is taught by the seminar method of instruction, which requires 
that each student be actively engaged in class discussion. 

This demanding academic program would make any weaknesses in 
Brenda's prior education obvious. I am pleased to report that 
Brenda is an active participant in class discussions and that 
~verall she is doing well academically. 

As far as I know Brenda had no difficulty adjusting to college 
life. I k~o~ for certain that she has many friends and a rich 
social life nt the College. -

If Brenda is a representative Montana home-schooler, then I would 
conclude that home-schooling in Montana is a succrss, 

With my very best regards, 
Sincerely, 

George stanciu, Ph. D. 
Academic Dean 

SUVH£ EDUCATION 
EXH:8n No._ ..... 3..,..../~ __ 
DATL ________ _ 
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19955 Righ,.,ray 91 South 
Dillon, HT 59725 

February 14, 1991 

'The Legislative Educational Committee Hembers 
St8te Canitol 
nelena,}fi1 59620 

Dear Co~~ttee Members, 

1:le feel that as parents we have the responsibility to see that our children are 
educated and we believe that home education is the method to accomplish this. 
1.1e do r..o..f: s~t? ~~O~1r.; ~~~"'CI""I:!..:.2.1e: ?S '"!n ::;;-:~').2e for -f:r-,~2.!:c~r b"'-.lt r~.t11er as a viable 
authentic al tern?ti ve to public educ~'Uon. t.le do not take our responsibility 
lightly as 1t1e desire the highest quality education for our children. 

ll1e h2.ve observed several Nontana. f21!lilies who have successfully home educated 
their children under the present system and it works verJ well. Since ou~ 
children are just entering schoel age, we are greatly leoking feward to 
home educ2.ting our children in J:Tontana. Hontana lai'l"s presently regulating 
home education are f::'.vorable to the meeting of our responsibility. 

Therefore, W2 strongly support the Signing and passing of SB287 sponsored by 
Senator Gage. '1loday we have come to a3)pe."1 to our legislative body to uphold 
our freedom as Hontanans to home educate our children. 

Thank You for your cO:!1.sidc;ration. 

~urs, 

~~ 
~~ 
Stephen and Susan Reeser 

SENH[ E~lJCAT10N 

EXHiBli NO._ ...... t ..... :l ___ _ 
DATE.. d. -I ~ .. q , 
51U NO. ~ e:1 
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FEB-15-1 '391 08: 56 FROM GLEND I VE RANGER-REV I lEW 

February 15. 1991 

Senate Ec.ucation Committee 
state Capitol 
Helena, MT 59620 

Senate Education Committee: 

TO 14444417 

We would like to register our vote in favor of SB 287. 
We like the 'idea of the freedom of choice in educating' our' 
children. Besides the quality education homeschoo1ers. 
receive, we also save taxpayers money. . . 

Thank you for your consideration in this matter. 

~incerely, 

Steve and Kaleen Brock 
He 68 Box 8472 
Glendive, MT 59,,0 

SEilA iE EDUCATION 

EXHIBIT NO. ..3 8 
DATE.. :2 • , 5 · til I 
IlIU NO._ Q1 e 7 .. 

P.01/01 



February 13, 1991 

Dear Sirs, 

I am writing to request your support for Senate 9i I I 

#287 which you wi I I be discussing this Friday Afternoon. I 

have home-schoo! ed ~y chi f cre~ for the n<)Qt 
~ - ...... - four 

years. I take the educat f ng of my chi I dren very serf ous I y, 

and I do a very good job. If you are interested, I would 

like for you to see the curriculum I use. I can come to 

Helena at your convenience. I am very oroud of our home school 

and I thank God daily for the privilege to do so. I truly do 

count It a privf lege and use it to illustrate to my chi Idren 

that it is another of the many reasons I am glad we live in 

America. Again, I ask for your support of this bi I I. 

Sincerely, 

Mrs. Meri Hovan 
45 Sunny Slope 
Whitehal I, Mt 59759 



Education Committee 
Senate 
"0--- A"'" _ ... ....., ........... -:v_ 

Capitol Station 
Helena, MT. 59620 

February 11, 1991 

R.R. 3, Box 380 
Conrad, MT. 59425 
(406) 278-5341 

Re: Home Education Clarification Bill (SB287) 

Dear Mr. Chairman and Members of the Committee, 

I ~ant to submit my earnest encouragement to you as 
you review SB 287. It represents an imperative consistent 
with our Nation's beginning: the pr~or right of parents. 

No other environment can provide the loving dedicaticn 
so necessary for each child as "horne". 

This bill is designed to assert that education is an 
identifiable area of parent jurisdiction. It does not pre
clude truancy. It only identifies that parents have the 
first responsibility and thereQy t~e aut~ority to to choose 
and provide their children's education. 

Your support of this fundamental in family values is 
most appreciated. The family is the constant spring board 
of Montana's future. Let's preserve its inn.ependence. 

SlNAft. tUU~AfIUN 

EXHiBIT NO. I.f-tJ 
DATE d -/ 5 .. 1/ 
BW. NO. d<8? 
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MONTANA COALITION OF HOME EDUCATORS 
P.O. BOX 654 

HELENA. MT 59624 

Testimony of R. stephen White for SB 287 

Mr. Chairman, members of the committee. 

My name is steve White. I am a fourth 
generation Montanan, and live in Helena. I own 
several businesses in Helena and with my wife 
Pam home educate our 9 year old son, Matthew. 
We have been home educating our son for four 
years. During that time we have enjoyed the 
opportunity and the academic success which has 
accompanied this endeavor. 

As a member of the executive co~~ittee of the 
Montana Coalition of Home Educators, I ask for 
your support of SB 287. The Montana Coalition 
of Home Educators is composed of home educators 
from across Montana. We are from diverse 
backgrounds and religious convictions. Our 
primary bond is the desire to exercise our 
parental rights to direct the educational 
settings for our children. 

Our children and their future is the only thing 
of lasting value which we are able to pass to 
the next generation. We take very seriously the 
freedoms which are offered in this state. 
During the last several years there have been 
many accomplishments in the home education 
community which I would like to address. 

Here are a few things which have happened since 
the Coalition of Home Educators was founded in 
september of 1988: 

- Almost 50 support groups have been identified 
and networked around the state. These support 
groups offer year round interaction between 
home education families. 

- The Grapevine, a top-notch statewide 
newsletter services the home educators of this 
state monthly. 

- Home School Reference Guides by the thousands 
have been distribu~~d[to h~e. educators, 

:s._.~.~\T. EDUCAIiUlC 
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libraries and county superintendents. 

- Many seminars and workshops featuring nationally acclaimed 
educators have been sponsored. 

- A workshop in White Sulphur Springs is conducted each fall to 
assist families new to home education. 

- A very s~cca55f~l s~ate-~i~e =~~ve~ti~n was held last sp~i~g at 
the Colonial Inn here in Helena. Over 400 people from across the 
state and neighboring states attended. We even had families from 
Canada attend. 

- Curriculum fairs have sprung up around the state. 

- The Governor has twice honored us by proclaiming a week in May 
as Home Education Week. 

Our future goals are to continue to pursue educational excellence 
for our children. We have more seminars, workshops and 
conventions planned for the years ahead. This last year we raised 
several thousand dollars to evaluate the test results from 
approximately 350 home educated children statewide. This was a 
voluntary effort by all participants. The results were very 
positive and consistent with national home education studies. 
Here to present the results of our study is Dr. Brian Ray of the 
National Home Education Research Institute of Seattle, 
Washington. 



February 15, 1991 
TO: SENATE EDUCATION COMMITTEE 
RE: SB 287 

My name is Danita Hane. My husband and I have home taught our daughters for nine 
years. I am also the editor of the GRAPEVINE, the state-wide newsletter for homeschoolers, 
and a member of the executive committee of the Montana Coalition of Home Educators. 
Because of these roles, I have the opportunity to meet and help many homeschooiers and 
learn about their problems. Home education, parents and children who are home schooled 
ha"e con1e .. _...J ___ u-c1, ~- se"eraj "'a"s ua-ass ...... e ... ~ a"'~ ; ... ~....,;~"Hon 1"'\1",..,11' ott~n ::11''''; th~~ v 1 ,.uu ... a:a a"",a z.... UL l'! 1 VY 1 . .1. J. "1 lU~ ,L\,..i u".uJ.u ..... ~Io., .. ....,~w. u._. -.. _ .. ~_._ 
is a negative attitude towards the institution of the family and family' education, even in 
proposed legislation which sends a negative message to homeschoolers. We are asking you to 
pass this bill as a positive statement about families-to recognize and encourage parental 
responsibility, to protect our children and families from discrimination and harassment. 

This bill is a clarification of the rights and responsibilities of home schooling families that 
are protected under the present home school statutes. It wm help to eliminate the confusion 
about roles and responsibilities for home schools that has caused tension and problems for 
homeschoolers and county superintendents and even local school administrators and 
trustees. We have been working to improve communication and relationships, and this bill. 
win help to clear up some of the misunderstandings and concems. 

There is another important reason for this bill. Many prominent education groups are 
promoting policies that would force home schools into the mold of public schools. 
Certification of teachers, mandated cumculum or use of local school cumculum, 
standardized testing monitoring by public school educators, etc., are all ways in which the 
educational establishment is attempting to make home schools part of the public education 
system. The problem with this is that many children are falling through the cracks of the 
public education system. Problems with logistics such as classroom size and classroom 
management, methods and different learning modes of the student cause many children to 
get "ost in the shuffle". Many parents choose home schooling because their children are 
having problems in conventional classrooms. Public education works for many children, but 
alternatives need to be available for those who do not fit. Home education is one answer to 
that problem Parents need to have the flexibility to try different cumculums and methods to 
help their children leam They also need to be able to be in cOntrol of the evaluation 
procedures they use in their programs, especially since some of these evaluation tools in the 
past have been harmful to their children. 

Family education is being attacked by resolutions or proposed legislation from many 
groups who continually attempt to dilute the parents' primary responsibility for their 
children and consequently weaken the famiiy. Home education is rebuilding strong families, 
strong family relationships and strong family yalues. In this day when the breakdown of the 
family is constantly being bemoaned and blamed for many sodal problems, the restoration of 
~t.,o ~., ..... ;Y" ,",ooA h ... 1-.o O ....... ",'T. oA ,...~t ++ ckoA .. .... " .... .. ""' ........... J .. , ..... _as ... ...., ........ _ ... ""'"'""_!C:g_-, •. w-. a ... a __ 

Please vote for SB 2P!l and protect the home school option. 

Danita Hane, HeR 31; Box 1702, Seeley Lake, Montana 59868 

SENATE EDUCATION 

EXHIBIT mL ),/." 

DATE.. ;J .. I 5 • t? I 
BtUNO ~e1 



February 15, 1991 

Dear Mr. Blaylock, 

Please suppor~ S8 287. 

'O",~~.""S ynll h",tr." ",~k<>d YOllrself: "t1hv wOllld n<'lrenrs W;PH the r.::snonsi ()l 1i tv of 
th~ir child's education when they are paying t~xes PO le p so~~nn~ ~lse do If?" 
Very ~irn~ly. b~c~use they care. 

"~is+-,;~i'::"~2.2.y it ~.,s ,,"""',., ~of'oqnlzer! th~t nrlt: 1Jrrll "ond~ at .Hf"'crl()l~ 1.<",.,0 
parents to act in the best interests of theIr children." I.w. B12cwsron~. 

CommentarIes 441, 2J Kent Commentarles on Amerlc~n ~aw 190. 

Montana narants who wIlllnaly choose to Invest rhelr tl~e ann ~nn2V rn 
instruct their ch:ldren at home can be trust0d to continue dOlr~ ~ +1"~ '0h. 

Your vote for S8 287 is a vote of confidence in Montana parents anri f~~~~n'·. 

Host sincerely. 

Eileen Guthrie 
2 Clonj,!1CJe~ Lane 
Bozeman, Nt 59715 

SENATE EDUCATJON 
EXHIBIT Ne. JJ.3 
DATE ~ ~J 5-'1 I 
tllU NO. ':2 B 'i 
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of the pros und C8ns of public educaciun. ~nile we fGel ~uolic education 
i; nr3r:,~sSary for th~ Good of s;Jciety, ..Iu;:, religious C~Jn'}ictiJns hav2 

_ ..... .: 1 _.I" ~ _ 

.. '-- - .- .... ~. ! 

Hornes . ..:hO'Jlirlg in Icaho was st;re~~SfiJl. .Jit~:::Jut. i1ny s<:'<Jt.L-wide 

guidelines, IDcal school districts were given ~~e re~~orsibi}ity of 
regulCJting h:.,;:n.JSC~10'.JlpL·~;. The lack of .Jr1i.for;nity of r~'~\;1ul.dti .... n~ 1'83ultl"o 
Ii: dn Ci"i:.;-';~Js;Jhe:·e ;Jf uncer ~cJi{li..t~, amGn~ sCh,:!.:l':' su;)2;:int.t::~IJ2n~5, s:.;~oc,l 

bn2r~ ~emJEr~. ~nd h~mB HducaL~rs. 

:n 10:3::1 my n'JS.Jdn::J' 3 ernpl:::::YECr 0= ;iUf)C c::: r"ClI'=. ':'s we began 
1.J 0 'K in 9 =- 'J r job ,:) ,.; P 0 r tun i r;. i e s, I d a h 0 UJ a ::; ; I::J t. eve neD ,I s~ d 8 red • ,~a r;.~; G r 

w':) '~u'lsentr"jtac :.,,-)18 J :::In''~ont;dnd :Je'::dUSc; of ~n8 fC\Jnra.Jlc h'];,H'!SC[iOo1ing 
lc.Wl" illy h'.JS:Jdrld,. a r2J.'lcn nJi::.nag9r, cuok c sutJstcln~icl cut in salary 
t:J IJf]'Je to an ar?2.: wh:;!re (;,'18 a tiTl:JSiJh",r'3 is c::JnduciJ8 :.;:; nC::I"sch:JclillS' 

j;:c caKe ~h'= res;Jonsioility of educdt.ing OJ1' child seriuusl,Y allrj 
a,:J.Jr8cial:.e :':,)ncan()'s h'JlllescholJ1iflg laws UJnicn facilLLcace ()ur effurr.,;. 
f-lleas8 C,)IISid8r this tJ'Jint :Jf Jiew as YOu cons ~rJl~r trlis legislatiun. 

He~~=ctfuliy ynurs, 

SENATE EDUCAIION 

EXHIBIT No--Lf+-Ll,......--
D;\TE ~ -tE· t:I( 

ii4S? 



9500 Highway 324 
Dillon, MT 59725 

February 10, 1991 

Dear Legislative Educational Committee Members, 

This le~ter is to ~~form you how impo=~a~t t~e ex~st~~g Montana homeschool laws 
are to those people considering moving here. 

Approximately seven years ago our family was living in Washington State, but 
because homeschooling is one of the top priorities in our family, we wanted to live 
in a state that would allow us to home.educate our children with the least restric
tive laws. The nature of my husband's employment is such that we have the liberty 
of choosing where we want to live. We examined the homeschool laws of all the 
continental states and found Montana to have the best and most fair laws for home
schooling. In 1984 we moved to Montana and have enjoyed living here ever since. 

Homeschool families are positive people who build strong families committed t~ 
serving their communities. For example, my husband is a member of the volunteer 
fire department and served a year as their training officer. He is also an Emergency 
Medical Technician and volunteers on our community's Quick Response Unit and served 
a year as its president. In addition, he is a member of Hospice, a nation-wide, 
non-profit organization to help the terminally ill and their families. Our teenage 
daughter is involved in the Adopt A Resident program at the local convalescent home. 
Home school families are strong, active members of their community. 

Please don't discourage people from moving to Montana. We are glad we came, 
and as long asour homeschool laws do not change, we plan on staying. 

Respectfully yours, 

Cynthia J. Peck 

Sf NATE EDUCATION 
EXHIBIT l'W_ ·J./.5 
DATt.~-I5-ql 
mU N{)._ c;) 8 ? 



19955 High",ay 91 South 
Dillon, MT 59725 

February 14, 1991 

The Legislative Educational Committee Hembers 
State Capitol 
Heler~, 1-T!' 59620' 

Dear Committee Members, 

'vIe feel that as parents we have the responsibility to see that our children are 
educated and we believe that home education is the method to accomplish this. 
"lie do not see home scho01ine as ':'-Yl excuse for truancy but rather as a viable 
a.u.thentic al te:r!l2~-ti 'te to pu.olic ed'_lC? tion. \,'[e do not take our responsibili-ty 
lightly as '·le desire the highest quality education for our children. 

'tie have observed several r·funtana. families who have successfully home educated 
their children under the present system and it works very well. Since our 
children are just entering school age, we are greatly looking foward to 
home educating our children in Non tana. Mon tana laws pres en tly regulating 
home education are fpyorable to the meeting of our responsibility. 

Therefore, we strongly ~~pport the signL~g and passing of SB287 sponsored by 
Senator Gage. Today we have come to a~pe~l to our legislative body to uphold 
our freedom as Hontanans to home educate our children. 

Thank You for your consideration. 

~v yours, 

~~ 
~~ 
Stephen and Susan Reeser 

SENATE EDUCATION 

EXHIBIT NO._ 4ft, 
DATE-.. ~ --/~5~-""""9-1--
BlU tlO._ ;::;, tJ Q . -



Testimony of Hark Gerber for SB 287 

Mr. Chairman and committee members. As you ponder what to do with 
this bill before you, I urge you to be mindful of the positive 
economic impact homeschooling has on our great state. 

First, based on an educational cost of $4,000 per student, 
homeschoolers save the state of Mont:na $4 ~illi~~ par yaar on 
educational expenses while still generating revenue for the state 
through property and other taxes they pay. 

Secondly, while many people are leaving the state of Montana due 
to our economic conditions, many homeschoolers are moving into 
the state because of our favorable homeschool law. 

Our state organization receives letters weekly from families who 
are considering a job-transfer to Montana instead of another 
state, and are examining our homeschool law as a deciding 
criteria. These people are generally middle-to-upper income 
families. 

We also receive numerous inquiries from businessmen who are 
considering moving job-creating businesses here, despite our 
perceived "anti-business" environment. These prospective 
employers include individuals in the professional fields, and 
once again, they are particularly interested in our state due to 
our positive homeschool law. 

Attached are copies of 28 letters representing homeschoolers from 
15 different states and the country of Korea. These people are 
thinking about moving here, because of our homeschool law, or 
already have. 

In summaryf horneschoolers are committed to their causa, even to 
the point of placing greate~ importa~ce on their homeschooling 
than their job location. Families have moved he~e seeking the 
freedom to teach that our state has to offer them. They also will 
not hesitate to move out of Montana if they are harassed and 
discriminated against. 

Homeschoolers are building strong families and a strong economy 
for Montana, at the same time. Montana needs both. Please don't 
discourage others from moving into Montana, and don't encourage 
those already here to move out. Vote for SB 287. 

SENATE EDUCATION 

EXH!8IT NO. 4./ 7 
DATE ~ - , s .. f{ I 
BtU. MO. ~ e '1 .. 



Sweet Medical Center 
P.O. Box 309 - 419 Pennsylvania 

CHINOOK, MT 59523 
(406) 357·2294 

Governor stan Stephens 
Gcve:~c:'s Office 
Helena, MT 59620 

Dear Governor Stephens, 

Ie /JC<-cny'~,,// 

/'Y,,_ ,- k G t", J-, ~j .' :;" 

I recently read an article in the Big Sky Business Journal (copy 
enclosed) reporting on the role home education is playing in 
attracting people to the state. 

I felt compelled to let you know that the home education freedoms 
offered in this state were very much a factor in our decision to 
relocate to Montana. The beauty and recreational opportunities als~ 
lured us and made up, to some extent, the financial gains we co~ld 
have made in other states. 

There are many top-notch professionals and quality people in 
general who have co~~itted themselves to the educational excellence 
home education provides. 

As the only privately practicing physician in Blaine County, I am 
acutely aware of the difficulties rural areas have in attracting 
professionals. Let's not place unnecessary restrictions on 
,anything that can be used as a positive recruiting factor, as well 
as restricting freedom cf educational choice. 

We are appreciative of the support you have offered home education 
in the past and look forward to your continued support. 

Sincerely, 

: 
-
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9500 Highway 324 

February 10, 1991 

Dear Legislative Educational Committee Members, 

This letter is to inform you how important the existing Montana homeschool laws 
are to those people considering moving here. 

Approximately seven years ago our family was living in Washington State, but 
because homeschooling is one of the top priorities in our family, we wanted to live 
in a state that would allow us to home educate our children with the least restric
tive laws. The nature of my husband's employment is such that we have the liberty 
of choosing wher~ we want to live. We examined the hcmeschool laws of all the 
continental states and found Montana to have the best and most fair laws for home
schooling. In 1984 we moved to Montana and have enjoyed living here ever since. 

Homeschool families are positive people who build strong families committed to 
serving their communities. For example, my husband is a member of the volunteer 
fire department and served a year as their training officer. He is also an Emergency 
Medical Technician and volunteers on our community's Quick Response Unit and served 
a year as its president. In addition, he is a member of Hospice, a nation-wide, 
non-profit organization to help the terminally ill and their families. Our teenage 
daughter is involved in the Adopt A Resident program at the local convalescent home. 
Home school families are strong, active members of their community. 

Please don't discourage people fro~ moving to Montana. 
and as long asour homeschool laws do not change, we plan on 

We are glad we came, 
staying. 

Respectfully yours, 

Cynthia J. Peck 
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January 30, 1991 

Governor stan Stephens 
Governor's Office 
Helena, MT 59620 

Dear Governor Stephens, 

! participated in the recent Home Education Legislative Day activities held 
on January 25, 1991. r war.t to say t~ar.k you for your support of this 
cause. Your support has not gone unnot"iced, nor unappreciated. 

One of the main reasons our family chose to rel"ocate to Montana last year 
·was because of the issue of homeschooling. We moved from a state that did 
not have favorable laws which allowed parents to freely educate their 
children as they felt was best for the child. " 

I am a medical professional employed with the Public Health Service. There 
were several states where I could have chosen to relocate. I am glad we 
chose Montana. 

We appreciate the support you have offered hc~e education in the past and 
look forward to your continued support. 

Sincerely, 

Glen Revere, MS, RD 
2415 Heritage Dr. 
Havre, MT 59501 
265-1741 
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Montana Coalition of Home Educators 
Box 654 
Helena, Montana 59624 

Gentlemen: 

Our family is currently considering relocating to Montana. 
We are s~rongly committed to home-schooling our three 
children. Could you please forward me information regarding 
the state of Montana's laws regarding home education? 

New Mexico's requirements are, at this time, very easily 
met and the political climate is somewhat tolerant. They 
do require that the instructor possess a 8.S~ degree but 
this may be waived. 

We would appreciate any information you can make available 
to us. Thank you. 

Box 892 
Carlsbad, New Mexico 88220 
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Homeschoolers of Montana 
P.O. Box 654 
Helena, MT 59624-0654 

Dea,. Sir: 

429 Granga Road 
Wheatland. Wy 82201 
Novelllber 10, 1990 

,. 

My faRlI I.,. and I are cons,idering moving to your state in the near future. 
We wil I probably be living in a remote cow camp on ~ne of your state's 
ranches. 

~ currently preparing to start our 9 year old son in hOllle schooling. 
plan to continue home schooling after we move. 

Would you please tell me what the laws are in your state concerning 
~o,"e schooling". What rules and regulations have to be met, etc. 
Any information and help you can give me wi I I be greatly appreciated. 

I hope to get al I the red tape taken care of once we decide where we 
are going to move. 

Thank you for your time and cooperation. 

Sincerely, 

Dianne Smith 
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Dear Madam/Sir; 

We will be moving to Montana in the very near future 

and would greatly appreciate any iniorrnation tf-...at you. car: 

send to us rega:~ing home-schooling regulations and 

laws for Montana. We are presently doing home-schooling 

now and intend to continue after our move. 

Our current mai1ir.g address is: 

Mrs. Ani ta Givens 

508 N. 4th Street 

Sterling, Co. 80751 

Thank-you, 
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Dear Fellow Home Educator. 

Penny Jordan 
112 Strickland Dr. 
Mather A.F.B .. CA 95655 

Sept. 10. 1990 

Our family will be moving to Great Falls in January 
1991 from California. This is our third-year to home
school and we wish to continue when we arrive in Montana. 

I have recently read in the Aug./Sept. issue of 
Teaching Home that the Montana Education Association is 
trying to get a law passed that would impose a teacher 
certification standard. And that the ~£A wants home 
schoolers to be required to use "the state curriculUl'n". 
Of course this concerns me as I'm sure it would most 
who are homeschooling. 

I was wondering if you can make any suggestions as 
to what we might do to see that these requirements do not 
become law. I would greatly appreciate any information 
on this issue. and what is happening with it. 

Thank you very much and I will continue to uphold 
this concern in my prayers. 

~(}.~ 
Penny ~rdan (/ 
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