
MINUTES 

MONTANA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
52nd LEGISLATURE - REGULAR SESSION 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON NATURAL RESOURCES 

Call to Order: By CHAIRMAN BERV KIMBERLEY on January 10, 1991, 
at 8:00 A.M. 

ROLL CALL 

Members Present: 
Rep. Berv Kimberley, Chair (D) 
Sen. Esther Bengtson, Vice Chair (D) 
Sen. Gerry Devlin (R) 
Rep. Ed Grady (R) 
Rep. Jerry Nisbet (D) 
Sen. Cecil Weeding (D) 

Staff Present: Roger Lloyd, Legislative Fiscal Analyst, (LFA) , 
Carl Schweitzer, Office of Budget and Program Planning, 
(OBPP), and Theda Rossberg, Secretary 

Please Note: These are summary minutes. Testimony and 
discussion are paraphrased and condensed. 

Announcements/Discussion: CHAIRMAN KIMBERLEY suggested that 
large volumes of testimony be summarized. A field trip may 
be a possibility depending on distance. REP. BARDANOUVE 
agreed. 

HEARING ON DEPARTMENT OF STATE LANDS 
Tape No. 1A 

Roger Lloyd, LFA, stated the supplementals for Dept. of state 
Lands (DSL) , have changed in HB 3 and will require an amendment. 
The supplemental for the Dept. of Commerce is not in the bill. 
This subcommittee will have to sponsor the amendments before 
presented to the Appropriations committee. 

A letter from Rep. Bardanouve was distributed to the members 
outlining the general guidelines for SUbcommittees. EXHIBIT 1 

Mr. Lloyd has a tentative schedule for the committee. Chairman 
Kimberley suggested the following order to hear agency programs: 
Mr. Lloyd would present LFA's budget; OBPP would present 
Executive Budget; and each agency would give its presentation. 

Mr. Lloyd reviewed change, adding or deleting Personal Services; 
it was decided to make those changes in FTE and not in the dollar 
figure. He suggested thinking in terms of changing FTEs and let 
the system take care of the dollar amounts. Mr. Lloyd has all 
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personnel by FTE grade and step and will make that available to 
the committee. 

The second issue discussed was inflation. It was agreed that in 
discussing amounts to be added or subtracted from the budget, any 
inflation will be in addition to those amounts. So, in effect, 
if $10,000 is added to a budget in a particular category it may 
be inflated or deflated by a certain amount. The final figure 
may be slightly different than what had been agreed upon. 

It was a general consensus that the subcommittee will use the 
fiscal 1990 expenditures as the base. Mr. Lloyd stated that he 
will keep track of all the "Cat and Dog" bills. Chairman 
Kimberly stated they need to work on these to come up with a 
better system. They should have started in sUbcommittees. Very 
few ever got to a subcommittee so that may be why they get 
killed. The system is to just kill these bills. 

SEN. GERRY DEVLIN stated when lengthy testimony is given, and if 
there is any doubt as to the testimony during Executive Action, 
they could refer back to the agency to refresh their memories. 

EXHIBIT 2 - Mr. Lloyd's overview on Natural Resources 
subcommittee was presented as discussed in the LFA'S budget book. 

Mr. Schweitzer, OBPP, explained that he handles five of the seven 
departments, another budget analyst handles the Department of 
Commerce and Public Service Commission and will be present 
tomorrow. The major difference between the Executive Budget and 
the LFA budget is the' starting point. Originally OBPP worked out 
an agreement with the Finance Committee to start from the same 
base, which was the 1991 appropriations. OBPP followed through 
on that and developed its budget from the appropriations. The 
LFA used the 1990 expenditures as its starting point as was done 
in prior years. The difference in the starting point and how 
that affects the Executive recommendations compared to the LFA's 
will have to be identified. 

For programs where reorganization is proposed, the existing 
budget will be reviewed. Mr. Schweitzer suggested meeting with 
the Human Services Subcommittee, because if Dept. of Health and 
Environmental Services programs do come into the Natural 
Resources Subcommittee, questions such as indirect charges and 
many other issues will need to be resolved. The environmental 
programs are transferred during FY 92 or at the beginning of FY 
93. There will be many unanswered questions as to how it will 
appear in the appropriations bill. Depending upon how 
reorganization is faring in the legislature, this may be 
something this committee may consider. 

Chairman Kimberley suggested taking a field trip to view places 
which may be environmentally impacted. 
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Mr. Schweitzer said they took a trip to the Montana Tunnels 
mining operation at Jefferson City four years ago to see how the 
reclamation division was working with the permitting process. 
This is a possibility since there are many new members. Another 
possibility would be to visit some of the dams, such as Toston. 
The third trip could include state parks. Two gentlemen here 
are on the Parks Future Committee, and the members could visit 
Canyon Ferry and Black Sandy to view the conditions. 

EXHIBIT 3 - Department of State Lands, Wildfire suppression: Mr. 
Lloyd gave a cost breakdown of HB 3 as currently written and as 
the Department now has its supplemental request: a difference of 
$1,082,053 from original request of $2,517,108 to $3,599,161. 
The request includes an appropriation for fire suppression which 
is not included in the agency's budget. 

EXHIBIT 4 - Hearing on Fire Supplemental: DENNIS CASEY, 
commissioner, testified on behalf of a request for reimbursement 
for wildfire suppression. Mr. Casey introduced Bob Kuchenbrod, 
Administrator, Central Management Division; Don Artley, Deputy 
Administrator, Forestry Division; and Randy Mosley, 
Administrator, Operations Division. 

The Legislature does not provide an appropriation to pay for fire 
suppression costs. 'The Dept. borrows against other department 
appropriations in order to pay bills during the biennium and then 
requests reimbursement from the Legislature through the budget 
process. The reason for this is because the cost of fire varies 
from one biennium to another. 

Mr. Kuchenbrod presented a breakdown of costs as submitted to the 
Budget Office in preparation of the executive budget; including 
the costs anticipated and final costs request. The budget shows 
an additional $1,082,053 was requested. EXHIBIT 5 

Mr. Artley suggested, if time allowed, the Subcommittee take a 
field trip to Missoula to tour the Forestry Division. The 
nursery is interesting, as is the Fire Control Center. 

Costs of the Townsend sawdust fire will be reimbursed by the 
National Guard; the total request is for $3,599,161. This also 
includes the Beartooth wildlife Management Area Fire which is 
estimated at $700,000. 

Sen. Bengtson asked how costs of a fire are apportioned. Mr. 
Artley stated cost share was in direct proportion to the acreage 
that the agency protects. In many cases the state has agreements 
with the federal government to protect areas which are more 
convenient for one agency than another. So in many cases the 
Department of State Lands (DSL), protects federal land and the 
government also protects some state and private land. 

The cost share is based on the percentage of each agency's 
acreage. When another agency sends equipment or people to help, 
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they pay their people and bill DSL for reimbursement. If we 
assist another agency in a fire, DSL pays the people and are 
reimbursed from that agency. The bill to other agencies is about 
$700,000 and will net less General Fund than the $3,599,161. 

Sen. Bengtson asked who is responsible to suppress fires. Sen. 
Devlin stated that language was included by the 1989 Legislature 
to clarify any misunderstandings between the federal government 
and DSL. 

Mr. Artley said the 1988 fires were the worst on record in 
Montana. One difficulty was the USFS had a policy with the 
Wilderness Area to allow fires to burn as long as the fires met 
management objectives. Because of drought conditions the USFS 
miscalculated and the fires burned beyond the Wilderness Area 
onto lands which the state protects. Difficulties developed with 
cost share. DSL refused to cost share all of that fire. Some of 
the language included in the House Bill last session read the DSL 
would review fire management plans of the Forest Service on any 
wilderness or back country area that adjoined state-owned 
protected areas so the Forest Service plan for protecting 
wildfires would be taken care of before they spread. 

If fires can be contained within ten acres, the costs are 
relatively low. It'is worth spending more money for a quick, 
initial attack, even with the use of helicopters or sending two 
engines as opposed to one engine. The costs escalate dramatically 
if over ten acres, so it is important to have the resources to 
make an aggressive initial attack. In times of tight budgets, 
that approach becomes more difficult. 

Rep. Grady stated the "Let Burn Policy" in which the state ends 
up picking up the tab is an issue. There are preventative 
methods to consider rather than just going out 
and fighting the fires. 

Chair. Kimberley asked how much money came from the Governor's 
Disaster Fund. Does the money flow back from this fund? Does it 
go to the DSL or the General Fund? Mr. Schweitzer stated that 
the money reimbursed would revert back to the General Fund as 
well as any money received from billing negligent parties. 

Chairman Kimberley inquired about the recovery of money from the 
persons who started the Beartooth Fire. Mr. Artley stated that 
the Beartooth Fire was two combined fires. Upon investigation, 
the cause could not be determined but started at a campground. 
No negligence was determined by the campers as their stove was in 
good working order; therefore, it was probably caused by a spark. 
They tried to put it out and were not successful with the high 
winds, so they reported it as quickly as possible. The 
investigation clearly indicated it was not due to negligence so 
there was no cause for action. 
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Rep. Grady asked why the reimbursed amount reverted to the 
General Fund instead of to DSL from which it came. Mr. Artley 
stated the amount goes to the General Fund with no offset to the 
DSL. In addition, a supplemental was requested because other DSL 
funds were to take care of normal costs. The 1988 fires cost 
more than was appropriated so DSL borrowed from other funds to 
continue operation until the supplemental was received. The DSL 
will be reimbursed between $700,000 and $750,000 from federal 
agencies and about $16,000 from small individual claims. 

DSL has a cooperative agreement with the counties to provide fire 
training. Federal surplus equipment acquired by the state is re
worked and provided to the counties. The county takes primary 
responsibility for control of its fires and if the fires go 
beyond the county's control, there is a process in which the 
state provides assistance. Montana is required by law to protect 
those acreages from fire. DSL has approximately half of the 
state and so does the Forest Service, BLM and BIA. 

Chair. Kimberley asked if Fish and Game is billed for fire 
assistance or is DSL always responsible. Mr. Artley stated that 
the only reimbursement received from Fish and Game is the fire 
assessment acreage charge. 

HEARING ON THE DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

Weights and Measures Bureau: Mr. Lloyd presented information on 
the Department of Commerce. There is $13,527 of the General Fund 
to pay for unforeseen costs in the Weights and Measures Program. 
The three areas are emergency vehicle repairs of $6,162, 
increased fuel cost of $6,300 and $1,065 for a vehicle costing 
more than the projected amount. This request is not contained in 
HB 3. 

Jim Kimble, Administrator, Public safety Division, stated the 
Weights & Measures Bureau is required to inspect, test and 
license all weighing and measuring devices used in commercial 
transactions and in some cases, even those in non-commercial 
activities. The Bureau insures quality and quantity control of 
all petroleum products, regulates all packaged goods and their 
labels and licenses all dealers. The Bureau investigates all 
consumer complaints pertaining to current regulations. In 
performance of these duties, vehicles and testing devices are 
used extensively. In many cases, the equipment is old and worn 
out; for example, forty to fifty year old hoists result in many 
breakdowns. With approximately 17,000 devices to inspect, 
breakdowns hamper the operation tremendously. The majority of 
work takes place on scales in outlying areas and the inspectors 
are handling 2500 pounds at a time with these hoists. Failure of 
weights causes extensive travel as it is not always possible to 
obtain repairs in the area of breakdown. 

EXHIBIT 6 - Since the list of vehicle maintenance in the handout 
was printed, a generator on a hoist went down and cost $400. 
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The Bureau has $14,384 in the budget for repairs and with 
experience to date, the budget is 85% expended in half the 
allotted time. The FY 91 estimated total cost for this category 
is $14,397 (repairs) + $2,949 (tires) + $2,500 (van) which equals 
$19,846. This amounts to $5,462 over expenditure. 

During the year some immediate safety hazards were discovered 
that need to be corrected. One van has a temporary five gallon 
fuel can used as a source for the generator. There should be a 
permanent fuel tank installed for a cost of $200. Some trailers 
have been operating without proper tail lights due to electrical 
plug connections not being standardized; the cost to correct this 
is $200. Several scale-testing vans with generators have exhaust 
pipes that are not protected; the estimated cost to correct this 
is $300 for a total cost of $700 to correct the immediate safety 
hazards. 

The Bureau has experienced a 40% increase in fuel costs. Last 
year the Bureau spent $7,652 for gasoline; $3,670 for diesel 
fuel; and, $4,429 for LPG for a total cost of $15,751. Based on 
this, the projected FY 91 fuel cost will be $22,052, an increase 
of $6,300. The purchase of a new vehicle this year was over the 
bid by $1,065. As of November, due to not filling a position 
$31,995 was returned to the General Fund. 

Sen. Devlin asked if fees collected from customers for use of 
scales go to the General Fund. Mr. Kimble said yes. Petroleum 
devices bring in approximately $76,000; weighing devices 
approximately $138,995. Increased petroleum device fees have 
been proposed to offset the cost of new equipment which will 
bring in about $153,000. 

Rep. Grady asked if there was another bill proposed that 
pertained to fees. Mr. Kimble stated the only bill at this time 
pertains to petroleum. 

Chairman Kimberley asked why General Fund money couldn't be 
recovered if over $5,000 operating money was reverted back in FY 
90. Mr. Kimble said Personal Services can't be used for 
operating expenses. Mr. Schweitzer explained the language in 
last year's bill doesn't allow small agencies like the Weights 
and Measures Bureau flexibility. The money has to stay in 
Personal Services. That operating money can be used for Personal 
Services but not vice versa. 

Sen. Weeding asked if a fuel supplemental was possible from all 
the high transportation agencies that run trucks. Mr. Schweitzer 
stated the supplements go to the General Fund and cannot be used 
because this was a general fund supplemental nor be included in 
the Budget Amendment bill, but rather would be in HB3. Other 
departments requesting fuel supplementals are financing their 
supplementals with state special or federal funds and their fuel 
supplemental requests will be in the Budget Amendment 
Appropriations bill. 
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ADJOURNMENT 

THEDA ROSSBERG, Sebretary 
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NAME PRESENT ABSENT EXCUSED 

SEN. ESTHER BENGTSOM, VICE-CHAIR ~---

REP. ED GRADY V 

~1\T'1 (! .111 JERRY I .. . NISBET V 

REi. GERRY DEVLIN V 

SEN. CECIL WEEDING ~ 

REP. "BERV" KIMBERLY, CHAIRMAN ~ :.-/ 



TO: 

RE: 

'-/6-'-// 

~'V-~..J 

.-\ ~ 
Appropriations Subcommittee ChRfr0 '--- .. ~ ~ 

( . ~O./,-,,--
TIE'presentRtiYe Francis BRrdanou\V 
Chairman of House Appropriations Committee 

General Guidelines for Subcommittees 

At the January 8, 1991 meeting, we ag-reed to the following guidelines 

for subcommittee action: 

1) Reorganizations 

Budgets for progrRms that are proposed for reorganiz;:ltioll ill t)·e 

Executiye Blldget will be heard as part of the 2gency in which they 

currently exist. Thus, the Aernl1(mtics and Transportation progrC1ms will 

be heard in the !\atural Resources and Commerce subcommittee, all 

Department of Health programs \dll be heard in th2 Hum8.n SEoryke 

subcommittee, and the Fire Sen-ices Trnining Scliool budget will be heard 

in the Education subcommittee. If the bills to reorganize these st8.te 

8gencies rass, the rele\·8.nt subcommittees ",ill work together to incorpor" te 

the transferred programs in the new agency. 

The StC'tte Fund budget will be hertrci in the General Goyernment and 

Highways subcommit tee. 

2) Suhc('mmit tee Worksheets 

The LFA stRff will pr epPtre \,·ol)..;sheets for sul,committee RctiOI1 

('or:pring tJJe F:':i'C'utin' Bud;et rind LF:\ C'urrC"nt JpyeJs uy first lcyeJ for 
~ ........ 

These \·.OJJ.;Sh(·et5~wl]] idpl1 t ify n:;)je.r difff'rE'llCE'S ill 



DA TE.. /-, a· 1 ( 
;"'8~~'-1.1.Ly . .A..dJ . 

for each program. In addition, the Executive Bud£et proposes a new 

organizrttional structure for the Depi1rtment of Institutions with fewer line-

items. Subcommittees will discuss how they would like program/ag-ency 

appropda tions included in House Bill 2. 

7) Budg;et Modifications 

No budg;et modification will receive final 2F'proval until the full 

committee has re\-iewed it. 

8) Technical Issues 

In order to make most efficient use of the computer budgeting system, 

subcommittees will direct staff to delete/add/modify positions by grrtde and 

step, rather than specifying a specific dollar amount. Similarly, in taking 

action on operating expenses, the subcommittee will specify the amount to 

be added or subtracted from the fiscal 1992 and 1993 base of the 

expenditure item, \".-ith the understanding that the agreed upon inflation 

factor will be applied agrtinst this revised base. 

9) Use of Fiscal Year 1990 Base 

In general, subcommittees will use fiscal 1990 expenditures as the 

base. 

10) Cat and Dog Bills 

The LF A staff \.,-ill maintain and distribute to the chairman and 

subcommittee chairs a list of "cat and dog" bills by subcommittee area. 

This vdll allow subcommitteps and the full committee to have a sense of the 

full range of requests. The subcommittee chairs will discuss at future 

meetings ways to improve the procedure for handling these bills. 

TC3B: cr: Clppl- 9. mem 
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+NATURAL RESOlJRCES SUBCO\l;\IITTEE+ 

OH~rYiew of l\Jajor Issues 
1991 Session 

Department of Public Sen-ice Regulation 

1. 
2. 

Executive Budget Modifications 
Elected Officials Modifications 

Department of Liyestock 

1. Executive Budget Modifications 

Department of Agriculture 

1. 
2. 
3. 

Pesticide Registration Fee Increases 
Diversion of General Fund to State Special 
Executive Budget Modifications 

Department of State Lands 

1. 
2. 

3. 
4. 
5. 

Proposed Reorganization 
Proposed Use of State School Revenue to 
Fund Budget 
Consulting and Professional Services 
New Fees and Taxes 
Executive Budget Modifications 

Department of Fish. Wildlife and Parks 

1. 
2. 
3. 

General License Account Fund Balance 
Executive Budget Modifications 
Legislative Contract Authority 

Department of Commerce 

1. 
2. 

Proposed Reorganization 
Executive Budget Modifications 

~VI .v 
, I 

C-49 

C-85 

C-I06 
C-I06, C-I07 
C-99 

C -1 to C - 5, C - 6 

C-8 to C-IO 
C-7, C-8 
C-8 
C-12 

C-55 to C-57 
C-53 to C-55 
C-57, C-58 

C-ll1 
C-114 

~--
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EXECUTIVE B~DGET SYSTEM 
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FY 93 

hoort 
Expert 
Works h~et 

EOl9200LIHP 
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AGENCY SUPPLEl\IIENTAL REQUESTS _______ 

1991 Session 

Department of State Lands 

Wildfire Suppression 

The Department of State Lands is requesting $3,599,161 general fund to pay 
vdldfire suppression costs incurred in fiscal years 1990 and 199'.. In 
addition, the request includes estimates of future costs for fiscal 1991. 
Appropriations for fire suppression are not included in the agency's 
operations budget and are requested through the supplemental process. 
Known net costs are $966,989 for fiscal 1990 and $1,687,487 for fiscal 1991. 
Estimated costs, for past as well as future suppression activity, are 
$944,685. This request is included in House Bill 3 at $2,517,108, but the 
agency has requested $1,082,053 additional authority. The federal 
government reimburses a portion of the state expenses. 

Department of Commerce 

Weights & Measures 

The Department of Commerce is requesting $13,527 general fund to pay 
"unforseen costs" in the Weights & Measures Program. The department 
states that there does not appear to be sufficient funds to cover the 
following costs: 1) $6,162 for emergency vehicle repairs; 2) $6,300 for 
increased fuel costs; and 3) a vehicle purchased for $1,065 more than the 
projected amount. This request is not included in House Bill 3. 



III 
Request per HB 3: 

_'dditional Request: 

~UPPLEMENTAL TOTAL 

.. 
~Y 1991 Known Costs 
~3udgeted Fire FTE Costs 
-rownsend Sawdust Fire 

Sub-Total .. 
FY 1990 

.. Sub-Total 

Estimated Future Costs 
BLM ... USFS 
Spring Fires 
National Guard 

IIiIl Prison 

Sub-Total 

TOTAL SUPPLEMENTAL 

DSL 
Supplemental Information 

$2,517,108 
$1,082,053 

$3,599,161 

COST BREAKDOWN 

House Bill 3 

$1,450,119 * 

$1,450,119 

$966,989 

$966,989 

$100,000 

$100,000 

============ 
$2,517,108 

As Amended 

$1,932,175 
($161,784) 

($82,904) 

$1,687,487 

$966,989 

$966,989 

$97,228 
$650,000 
$120,000 

$54,942 
$22,515 

$944,685 

============ 
$3,599,161 

~ Includes an estimated $700,000 for the Beartooth 
wildlife Management Area fire. 



HEARING ON FIRE SUPPLEMENTAL 
January 10, 1991 

Introductory Remarks: Dennis Casey 

Good morning, Mr. Chairman, members of the committee. My name is Dennis Casey 
and I am the Commissioner of the Department of State Lands. This morning I am 
here to testify on behalf of our request for a budget supplemental to reim
burse the Department for wildfire suppression expenditures that we have made 
over the current biennium. With me are Bob Kuchenbrod, Administrator of the 
Central Management Division, and Don Artley, Deputy Administrator of the 
Forestry Division. 

As many of you are aware, the Legislature does not give the Department an 
appropriation from which to pay for fire suppression costs. We borrow against 
other Department appropriations in order to pay our fire bills during the 
biennium, and then request reimbursement from the legislature through the 
budget supplemental process. This is primarily because of the great variation 
in our fire suppression costs from one biennium to the next. 

Now, I'd like to introduce Bob Kuchenbrod who will testify in regard to the 
specifics of our supplemental request. 



DEPARTMENT OF STATE LANDS EXHIBIT_S ___ _ 

ClATE' J - 10.::..3./ 

STAN STEPHENS, GOVERNOR 
~8~_._. _ 

CAPITOL STATION 

---~NEOFMON~NA---------
(406) 444-2074 1625 ELEVENTH AVENUE 

HELENA. MONTANA 59620 

The Department of State Lands requests a general fund supplemental appropriation of 
$3,599,161 for the wildfire suppression costs incurred in FY 1990 and FY 1991. 
Department operations do not include funding for fire suppression and are requested 
through the supplemental appropriation process as provided in section 17-7-301, MCA 

The following is a breakdown of costs: 

FY 1990 Expense 
FY 1991 Expense 

Budgeted Fire FTE Costs 

Townsend Sawdust Fire 

BLM Expenses (Est) 

USFS Expenses (Est) 

Unpaid Spring Fires (Est) 

Unpaid National Guard 

Unpaid Prison Costs 

TOTAL FY 91 EXPENSE 

TOTAL SUPPLEMENTAL 

Original Request 
Per Exec. Budget 

$ 966,989 
1,450,119 

100,000 

1,550,119 

$2,517,108 

The Department requests amending HB 3 as follows: 

Page 4, Line 16 Strike: $2,517,108 
Insert: $3,599,161 

Inc/Dec 

482,056 

<161,784> 

<82,904> 

97,228 

650,000 

20,000 

54,942 

22,515 

1,082,053 

$1,082,053 

Total Req. 

$ 966,989 
1,932,175 

<161,784> 

<82,904> 

97,228 

650,000 

120,000 

54,942 

22 c 515 

2,632,172 

$3,599,161 



WEIGHTS & MEASURES BUREAU 
PUBLIC SAFETY DIVISION 
DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

ADDITIONAL APPROPRIATION NEEDS FOR FY91 

L ;:~tU ... Vt. --I ~ 

1-/, -i( 

The Weights & Measures Bureau is required to inspect, test and 
license all weighing and measuring devices used in commercial 
transactions and in some circumstances noncommercial devices when 
requested. In addition the Bureau is to ensure quality and 
quantity control of all petroleum products; regulate all packaged 
goods including their labels; license all petroleum dealers and 
investigate consumer complaints concerning all applicable 
regulations. 

In the performance of its duties the Bureau makes extensive use 
of vehicles and testing devices. The equipment is in a lot of 
cases old and worn to the point there are numerous failures. When 
equipment fails the impact is disruptive to the program. With 
17,000 devices to inspect, the work efforts must keep moving in 
order to complete the inspections within a years time. 

In addition, since a majority of the work takes place in out 
lying areas, the break downs have an added dimension. If the 
equipment fails with.heavy weights, up to 2,500 pounds, there is 
no way to move a vehicle and in many instances there is no one 
around to assist. At the very least, staff have had a number of 
instances where weights had to be left and a return trip made to 
retrieve the weights. This is not cost or time effective. It is 
not always possible to obtain repairs in the areas of the break 
down further complicating the situation. In summary the loss of 
time and funds to repairs has impacted the program greatly. 

The following information is intended to give a picture of what 
the Bureau is working with. 

VEHICLE MAINTENANCE 
Vehicle Description Mileage 
M4160 1979 2t International 5,000# scale Trk 155,028 
M4309 1988 1/2t Chevy Pickup 32,879 
M4413 1984 1/2t Chevy Pickup 77,665 
M4414 1986 2 1/2t GMC 10,000# Scale Trk 78,875 
M4418 1982 3 1/2t Ford 10,000# Scale Trk 35,434 
M4419 1983 1/2t Ford Pickup 111,900 
M4433 1980 2 1/2t GMC 5,000# Scale Trk 126,880 
M4434 1980 1/2t Dodge Pickup 135,892 
M5437 1977 Tractor Inter. 20,000# Scale Trk 83,590 
M5841 1985 3/4t Ford Pickup 123,722 
M6034 1988 1/2t Chevy Pickup 37,880 
M6073 1889 1/2t Chevy Pickup 34,268 



FY91 Repair History ($100 and over) 
M4160 Cost Description of Repair 
M4160 275 heater hoses, install new coil, ignition module 
M4414 1,069 remove trans. & clutch, replace pressure plate, 

M4418 

M5437 
M5841 

Total 

throw out bearing 
195 replace transmission range valve 
242 repair weight dolly 
330 replace voltage regulator 
298 replace belts and needed towing to repair shop 
140 normal service 

1,250 replace belts, adjust clutch, brake shoes, air 

569 
114 

1,044 

2,683 
266 
181 
572 

9,228 

compressor service, radiator repair 
replace starter 
tire repair 
remove drive line, remove and replace heads, tune 
up, also towing service 
tires for the 20,000# scale truck 
tires 
replace thermostat and all belts 
repair the brakes 

The Bureau has $14,384 budget for repair and with the experlence 
to date the budget is 85% expended in 50% of the time elapsed. In 
addition to the current expenditure history the Bureau has a new 
vehicle that needs to have the van transferred to it. The 
estimated cost for the transfer is $2,500. Using last years 
repair and maintenance experience the estimated FY91 expenditllre 
would equal $14,397. The FY91 estimated total cost for this 
category is $14,397 (repairs) + $2,949 (tires) + $2,500 (van) = 
$19,846. This equates to a budget over expenditure of $5,462. 

The Bureau has discovered several safety hazards that require 
correction. One of the scale test vans has a temporary five 
gallon fuel cans being used as a permanent source of fuel supply 
for the generator. There needs to be a permanent fuel tank 
installed in the van at a cost of $200. In addition, some of the 
trailers containing equipment have been operating without proper 
tail lights partially due to electrical plug connections not 
being standardized and the cost to correct is estimated to be 
$200. Finally, several of the scale testing vans having 
generators have exhaust pipes that are not protected and located 
in a position where they can be readily contacted by staff. The 
estimated cost to correct is $300. The total cost for correcting 
the immediate safety hazards $700. 

FUEL COSTS 
The Bureau, as everyone else, has experienced a 40% increase in 
fuel costs. Last year the Bureau expended $7,652 for gasoline, 
$3,670 for diesel fuel, and $4,429 for LPG, for a total cost of 
$15,751. Based on this experience the projected FY91 fuel cost 
will be $22,051 or an increase of $6,300. 
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EQUIPMENT 
The Bureau purchased a new 2&1/2 ton vehicle in 1990, for a 5000 
pound scale test van. The bid for the vehicle exceeded the budget 
by $1,06~. 

ADDITIONAL APPROPRIATION AUTHORITY NEEDED 
category 
Supplies (Fuel) 
Repair & Maintenance 
Equipment 
TOTAL 

Amount 
6,300 
6,162 
1,065 

13,527 
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