
MINUTES 

MONTANA SENATE 
51st LEGISLATURE - REGULAR SESSION 

CONFERENCE COMMITTEE ON SENATE BILL 77 

Call to Order: By Chairman Tom Beck, on March 22, 1989, at 9:00 
A.M. 

ROLL CALL 

Members Present: Senator Beck, Senator Nathe and Senator Vaughn. 
Representative Guthrie, Representative Johnson, 
and Representative Darko. 

Members Excused: None 

Members Absent: None 

Staff Present: Mark Bennett, Amendments Coordinator 

DISPOSITION OF SENATE BILL 77 

Discussion: Gordon Morris explains what he and Senator Beck talked 
about earlier this morning. He felt that the last House 
amendment made the bill redundant in terms of current state 
law. "This allows commissioners to submit a question to the 
voters to exceed the statutory mill levy limitations already 
set. The only difference would be you submit the questions 
to the voters and that authority is limited to a two year 
period. If you were simply looking at getting authority to 
go beyond the current statutory limits for the road levy you 
could do that ..• you don't submit questions to the voters where 
there is only one answer to be sought. This is not a case you 
can say no to .•• The limits that were proposed in the bill is 
introduced 25 to 27 respectively." 

Senator Beck - "The last amendments on the bill. Evidently, the 
amendments that were put in going from 25 to 20 and 27 to 23, 
were they defeated? They were put in the bill on March 4. 
Then on March 7, we go over here to the amendments--it shows 
25 back to 15 and 27 back to 18. Am I correct in saying, they 
were put back?" 

Representative Johnson - "That was done on the floor." 

Senator Beck - "Is this committee in favor or not in favor of 
getting rid of section (b) in section one of the bill. 'The 
board of county commissioners may not levy more than 10 mills 
in addition without an election of the people.' How does the 
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Representative Guthrie - "I was going to support the 5 mills not 
the 10 mills." 

Senator Beck - "How about the election by the people? Get that out 
of the bill." 

Representative Guthrie - "That's what I wanted." 

Senator Beck indicated there was a motion on the floor to strike 
"(a)" on line 13 and strike all of the language on line 23 on 
page 1, continuing to line 2, on page 2. 

The motion carried unanimously with the House and the Senate voting 
yes. 

Senator Beck explained that 76-25-31 of the codes dealt with the 
election by the people ... "lt says you can already do that with 
a voted levy." 

Senator Beck stated, "The last amendment in this bill was from 20 
to 15 mills. Let's strike that amendment and go back to 20 
and 23 mills on line 17 and line 19." 

Representative Darko indicated that was her amendment that Senator 
Beck wanted to strike. 

Senator Beck stated there was a motion on the floor to strike the 
language on line 17 the number "15" and insert "20" and on 
line 19 strike "18" and insert "23". 

The motion carried unanimously with both the House and the Senate 
voting yes. 

Representative Darko - "There are going to be some questions over 
in the House as far as transfer of moneys from other funds and 
where exactly is this money going to come from. Is it going 
to come from other mill levies or other designated budgets 
1 ike general funds. We can't increase the over all debt 
load." 

Senator Beck - liThe only time this is going to take affect Paula 
(Representative Darko) in my estimation is if valuation starts 
to drop. You are capped at dollar figures. If valuation 
drops in your county, you can increase the mills ••• The other 
thing if you can't transfer out of the general fund because 
the road mill levy is not an equal mill levy to the general 
fund." 
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Senator Nathe - "It's got to be a county mill ••• The only thing 
that's a county mill is soil conservation." 

Senator Beck - "Yes, your soil conservation district. Maybe rodent 
control or something like that." 

Senator Nathe - "There are some fund transfers, aren't there?" 

Senator Beck indicated there were. He stated that one could not 
get into the general fund and go into the road fund .•. Senator 
Beck asked the committee if they knew of any funds that could 
be transferred specifically. 

Senator Nathe explained that there are some federal funds that can 
be transferred. 

Representative Darko - "They (The House) were wondering about 
timber receipts money." 

Senator Beck - "Timber receipts money is on and above this mill 
levy ••. When we got to talking about the mills, you are not 
transferring funds. But if you need a rodent control program 
then you can take a mill off for rodent control. You can't 
take money out of rodent control. There is a definite cap on 
here. That is not going to let this get too far out of 
place ... They can't use general fund money, either." 

Senator Beck indicated the title will have to changed on line 8. 
Also he stated that the mills in the title had to be changed 
down to 20 and 23. "In fourth, fifth, sixth, and seventh 
class counties from 18 mills to 23 mills and in all other 
counties from 15 mills to 20 mills;" 

The motion carried unanimously with both the House and the Senate 
voting yes. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Adjournment At: 9:17 A.M. 

CHAIRMAN 

TB/jj 



ROLL CALL 

CONFERENCE COMMITTEE - SENATE BILL 77 ----------------------
51st LEGISLA'rIVE SESSION ._- 1989 Date 3-22-89 

- - - - - - - - - - -

_N-~A_M;'~~_--_-_-_-__ --~-_-_-_·-_-_-~_-~_-~~~~·_[i-P~~ESENT ABSENT EXCUSED 

SEN. TOM BECK x 

SEN. DENNIS NATHE x 

SENATOR ELEANOR VAUGHN x 
----------------------------+------------+-----------~------__1 

REP. BERT GUTHRIE x 

REP. JOHN JOHNSON x 

REP. PAULA DARKO x 

____________________________ ~ ___________ ~ ____________ J_ ______ ~ 

Each day attach to minutes. 
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