MINUTES

MONTANA SENATE
51st LEGISLATURE - REGULAR SESSION

COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE

Call to Order: By Vice Chairman Devlin, on January 20,
1989, at 1:00 p.m.

ROLL CALL

Members Present: Senators: Hubert Abrams, Gary Aklestad,
Esther Bengtson, Gerry Devlin, Jack Galt, Greg
Jergeson, Gene Thayer, Gene Thayer, Bob Williams,
Chairman.

Members Excused: None
Members Absent: None
Staff Present: Doug Sternberg, Legislative Council

Announcements/Discussion: There was an announcement that
there would be a sturgeon slide show after the
testimony of HB 18 was presented. Also, Chairman Beck
reminded those who were going to the Montana State
University vs University of Montana game that the
tickets were $10 each. 1In addition, the Senate
Agriculture Committee is invited to tour the Montana
State University Agriculture Department February 4. A
no host dinner is being scheduled for the committee
members and staff. )

HEARING ON HOUSE BILL 18

Presentation and Opening Statement by Sponsor:
Representative Chuck Swysgood, District 73, indicated
the bill is an act to transfer the Montana Agriculture
Development Council from the Department of Commerce to
the Department of Agriculture. "By rights in the '87
session when we passed this bill through Agriculture
Act this entity should have been located in the
Department of Agriculture instead of the Department of
Commerce."

List of Testifying Proponents and What Group they Represent:

Ralph Peck representing the Montana Department of
Agriculture
John Maloney representing the Montana Department of Commerce
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Lorna Frank representing the Montana Farm Bureau
Jo Brunner representing the Montana Growth Through
Agriculture Council

List of Testifying Opponents and What Group They Represent:

None

Testimony:
Proponents:

Ralph Peck indicated that the Montana Department of
‘Agriculture does support this bill. See exhibit 1.

John Maloney stated that the Montana Department of Commerce
fully supports House Bill 18.

Lorna Frank, see exhibit 2.
Jo Brunner, see exhibit 3.

Questions From Committee Members: Senator Bengtson asked Jo
Brunner "How many people sit on that council; other
than just preliminary meetings outlining their goals
are you on hold until you can get the seed capital, is
that it?" She replied, "No we're not. We have worked
and are able to make the rules and regulations to get
the net approved towards the incubator and the
marketing... To answer your other question; there are 7
that sit on the council."

Closing by Sponsor: Rep. Swysgood stated, "As it has been
testified, I think there is total support for the
movement of this entity from the Commerce Department to
the Department of Agriculture...As also testified this
was a 4 prong program and 3 of the prongs has already
been addressed. The seed capital because of the
decision of the Supreme Court has tied that up because
of the seed capital. Part of this was so closely tied
to the mechanics of the science and technology that it
hasn't been able to go. So when that's addressed,
hopefully 1I'l1l be before you here again."

DISPOSITION OF HOUSE BILL 18

Discussion: Senator Jergeson offered to help Senator Beck
carry the bill.

Amendments and Votes: None
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Recommendation and Vote: Senator Devlin moved that HB 18 Do
Pass; 1t was seconded by Senator Aklestad. HB 18

passed unanimously.

ADJOURNMENT

Mo O [Le K

e TOM BECK, Chairman

Adjournment At: 1:40 p.m.

TB/J3J
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STANDIRG COMMITTEE REPORT
January 20, 1989
MR. PRESIDENT:
We, vyour committee on Agriculture, Livestock, and Irrigation,
having had under consideration HB 18 {third reading copy -- blue},
respectfully report that HB 18 be concurred in.

Sponsor: Swysgood (Beck)

BE CONRCURRED IN

Signed: - -
Thomas A. Beck, Chairman

scrhboelg8.120
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TELEPHONE:

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE AREA CODE 408

444-3144
OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR
AGRICULTURE/LIVESTOCK BLDG. FAX 406-444-5409
STAN STEPHENS CAPITOL STATION EVERETT M. SNORTLAND
GOVERNOR - DIRECYOR

HELENA, MONTANA 59620-0201

TESTIMONY OF MONTANA DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
FOR THE SENATE AGRICULTURE, LIVESTOCK, AND IRRIGATION COMMITTEE
ON HOUSE BILL 18
FRIDAY, JANUARY 20, 1989
HELENA, MONTANA

Chairman Beck and members of the committee. The Montana
Department of Agriculture supports House Bill 18 providing for
the transfer of the Montana Agriculture Development Council from
the Department of Commerce to the Department of Agriculture.

The state agency with primary statutory responsibility for
the promotion of agricﬁlture in Montana is the Montana Department
of Agriculture. The Department of Agriculture’s Agricultural
Development Division is directed by statute and currently
provides agricultural program and support staff in the directly
related fields of domestic and international agriéultural
marketing, agricultural finance and related capital markets.

The Agriculture Development Council and Montana’s rural
communities will benefit from the existing cooperative relations
that exist between the.Department of Agriculture, agribusiness,
producers, the University system and other agricultural
organizations and groups.

Agricultural producers, marketers, and those involved with
innovative agricultural concepts néturally want to work with the

Department of Agriculture for the expertise and understanding of

agricultural people. State departments of agriculture are the

An Affirmative Action/Equal Employment Opportunity Employer
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contacts used by international and domestic government agencies,
producers, and agribusiness for liaison on agricultural trade,
marketing issues and development. The Department of Agriculture
is closely associated with USDA agencies and the Foreign
Agriculture Service (FAS) programs as well as various
agricultural marketing organizations such as the Western United
States’Agricultural Trade Association (WUSATA). WUSATA is one of
the cooperator programs established between the Montana
Department of Agriculture and the USDA. All U.S. embassies have
an Agricultural Attache attached to them that reports to the
Foreign Agriculture Service, USDA and is the primary network
between trade leads back to the State Departments of Agriculture.

The Department of Commerce, Council members and Agricultural
organizations and other groups have generally expressed agreement
to move the council. The support for and rationale behind moving
the Agriculture Development Council are very similar to the
response generated when the Carter administration attempted to
move the Foreign Agricultural Service (FAS) from the USDA to the
U.S. Department of Commerce. It was concluded that agricultural
specialists were in a Better position to promote and expand
agricultural exports than personnel in the U.S. Department of
Commerce.

For these reasons the Montana Department of Agriculture

supports House Bill 18,
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EXHIBIT NO._____ R

‘ 3L NO.
MONTANA FARM BUREAU FEDERATION ' L

502 South 19th ¢ Bozeman, Montana 59715
Phone: (406) 587-3153

BILL # H.B. 18 ; TESTIMONY BY: Lorna Frank

DATE Ian. 20, 1988 3 SUPPORT Yes ;s OPPOSE

Mr. Chairman, members of the committee, for the record, my name
is Lorna Frank, representing the Montana Farm Bureau and the following
members of the Agriculture Coalition, the Farm Bureau, Grain Growers,
Dairymen, Stock Growers, Women Involved in Farm Economics or WIFE,

Public Lands Council, Montana Association of State Grazing Districts,
Farmers Union, Cattle Feeders, Cattlemen, Grange, and Cattle Women.

The Agriculture Coalition worked hard during the 50th. Legislative
session to pass the "Growth through Agriculture'" act, setting up the
Montana Agriculture Development Council. At that time we wanted the
bill administered by the Department of Agriculture and still do.

The Coalition feels that since the original bill was intented
to aid rural people and communities, the Department of Agriculture should
oversee the program. They have the expertise and knowledge to administer

the program and understand rural problems.

We urge this committee to concure with House Bill 18.

SIGNED:C;7ﬁ7::4L<n,¢Lh ZZZZ:;—n,,éE_,

—== FARMERS AND RANCHERS UNITED =
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