
MINUTES 

MONTANA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
51st LEGISLATURE - REGULAR SESSION 

COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION AND CULTURAL RESOURCES 

Call to Order: By Vice-Chairman Fritz Daily, on January 25, 
1989, at 3:00 p.m. 

ROLL CALL 

Members Present: All members present with the exceptions 
of: 

Members Excused: Chairman Ted Schye, Rep. John Phillips, 
Rep. Fred Thomas 

Members Absent: None 

Staff Present: Andrea Merrill, Legislative Council 
Researcher 

Announcements/Discussion: Rep. Simpkins requested a 
Committee Bill. (EXHIBITS 1 and 2.) Discussion 
followed briefly and a roll call vote was taken on a 
motion to draft the bill. Motion FAILED with voting of 
10 yes, 7 no with a two-thirds majority needed for 
passage. 

HEARING ON HB 275 

Presentation and Opening Statement by Sponsor: Rep. Linda 
Nelson, House District 19, stated the purpose of the 
bill was to remove unnecessary information required on 
school district warrants. (EXHIBITS 3 and 4.) 

List of Testifying Proponents and What Group They Represent: 

John Campbell, Montana School Business Officials 
Dave Bishop, School Administrators of Montana 
Bruce Moerer, Montana School Boards Association 

List of Testifying Opponents and What Group They Represent: 

None 
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Testimony: 

John Campbell stated support for HB 275 and viewed it as 
necessary in order to repeal an archaic provision of 
law. 

Dave Bishop stated support for the bill. 

Bruce Moerer also stated support for HB 275. 

Questions From Committee Members: None 

Closing by Sponsor: Rep. Nelson thanked the committee and 
stated she was hopeful HB 275 would pass. 

DISPOSITION OF HB 275 

Motion: Rep. Norm Wallin made the motion that HB 275 DO 
PASS. 

Discussion: Rep. Eudaily asked Harry Erickson, 
Superintendent of Schools in Belgrade if there was a 
paper trail to follow to be able to tell where a 
warrant was drawn if it was no longer placed on the 
warrant. Superintendent Erickson replied yes. 

Amendments and Votes: None 

Recommendation and Vote: Motion CARRIED on voice vote with 
Rep. Stang voting no. 

HEARING ON HB 227 

Presentation and 0eening Statement by Sponsor: Rep. Dan 
Harrington, D~strict 68 stated HB 227 would change the 
notification date for termination of tenured teachers 
to May 1st. He said this was a cleanup bill to finish 
what was started during the last session. 

List of Testifying Proponents and What Group They Represent: 

Bruce Moerer, Montana School Boards Association 
Dave Bishop, School Administrators of Montana 
Phil Campbell, Montana Education Association 
Harry Erickson, Superintendent, Belgrade , Montana 

List of Testifying Opponents and What Group They Represent: 

None 
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Testimony: 

Bruce Moerer stated that last session the dates were changed 
for sections 20-4-204 and 20-4-206 but not for 20-4-205 
which deals with tenured teachers. He also said there 
was need for an amendment for an effective date for 
teaching contracts for the 1989-90 school year. 

Dave Bishop stated support for HB 227. 

Phil Campbell stated support and also need for an amendment 
applicable to the 1989-90 contract year as opposed 
to the current year. 

Harry Erickson also stated support for HB 227. 

Questions From Committee Members: None 

Closing by Sponsor: Rep. Harrington thanked the committee 
and urged a DO PASS on HB 227. 

DISPOSITION OF HB 227 

Motion: Rep. Eudaily made the motion that HB 227 DO PASS. 

Discussion: None 

Amendments and votes: Rep. Eudaily moved a DO PASS on the 
amendment and said amendment passed unanimous voice 
vote. (See Attached Standing Committee Report) 

Recommendation and Vote: Rep. Darko made the motion that HB 
227 DO PASS AS AMENDED. Motion CARRIED upon unanimous 
voice vote. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Adjournment At: 4:00 p.m. 

TS/dlm 

2104.MIN 
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NAME 

Rep. Ted Schye, Chairman 

Rep. Fritz Daily, Vice-Chairman 

Rep. Vicki Cocchiarella 

Rep. Paula Darko 

Rep. Ervin Davis 

Rep. Ralph Eudaily 

Rep. Floyd Gervais 

Rep. Bill Glaser 

Rep. Dan Harrington 

Rep. John Johnson 

Rep. Tom Kilpatrick 

Rep. Richard Nelson 

Rep. John Phillips 

Rep. Richard Simpkins 

Rep. Wilbur Spring, Jr. 

Rep. Barry "Spook" Stang 

Rep. Fred Thomas 

Rep. Norm Wallin 

Rep. Diana W~tt 

Rep. Tom zook 
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STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 

" 
I ' ij _ / / 
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1'1r. Speaker: We, the committee on Educlltion and C.~ltura_~ 

Resources report that HOUSE BILL 275 (first reading copy 

white) do pass • 

Signed: 
Ted Schye, Chnirman' 

", 

220B59SC.HBV 
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Mr. Speaker: We, the committee on Education and Cultural 

Resources. report that HOUSE BILL 227 
white) do pass as amended • 

(first reading copy 

S!gned: __ 
~ ': 

-------=--:--=-:---. -~ < I 
Ted Schye, Chairman 

And, that sueh amendments read: 

1. Title, line 6. 
Strike: "AND" 
Following: "MCA" 
Insert: ", PROVIDING AN APPLICABILITY DATE AND AN IMV£DIATE 

EFFECTIVE DATE" 

2. Page 1, linE 24. 
Following: line 23 
Insert: "NEW SECTION. Section '}. Applicability. [This act] 

applies to teacher contracts iseued for the school fisenl 
year 1990." 
NEW SECTION. Section 3. [This act] is effective on passage 

and approva 1. " 

i 

220903SC~-HBV i 
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, EXHIBIT. '-&-8 
SCHOOl. INSTHUCTION ANI> SPECIAl. I'HocQME 20-7-116 ~ 131 

Cross-References 
Duty of Superintendent or principlII til recom· 

mend course at instruction, 20·4·402. 

";nrllllmcnt in I;N$lIce ",fIY.,,,,, itling 
e1luivalent instruct inn as grounds for failure to 
enroll in I'uhlk sch()lIls. 20·5·102. 

Nonlluhlic schulII requirements for compul
IIl1ry !:nfl/Jlnumt I:xcml'tilln. 2(1·5·109. 

20-7-112. Sectarian publications prohibited and prayer permitted. 
No publication of a sectarian or denominational churucter shall be used or 
distributed ip any school or be included in the school library. Instruction shall 
not be given in sectarian or denominational doctrines. However. any teacher, 
principal, or ~uperintendent may open the school day with a prayer. 

History: En. 75-7521 by Mc. 392. { .... 5, I.. 1971; R.C.I\I. 1947, 75·7521. 

CrOll-References 
Freedom of rengioll guaranteed, Art. II, sec. 5, 

MOllt. Canst. 

Teaching IIf secillrioll tenets or requiring 
atleudlluce at rl:lil(inlls service Jlwhihited, Art. 
X, IICC. 7. MUIlt. CUII:;t. 

IIt'lil(illllll illllt nll'l ion rclell:;cd I illlc progrlllJl, 
2f1·I·:IUH. 

20-7-113.· Maintenance of curriculum guide file Rnd publishing 
curriculum guides by superintendent of public instruction. The super
intendent of public instruction shall cullect and maintain a file of curriculum 
guides to be made available to districts for the use of schools in planning 
courses of instruction.~ lie may prepare, publish, and distribute curriculum 
guides for the use of schools in planning courses of instruction. He may solicit 
the assistance, of educ4tors and other cillalifiecl persons in the preparation of 
curriculum guides. ~'. 

IIIstory: En. 7,-5-7505 by 8te. 376. 0.5, I.. 1971; R.CI\I. 19"7, 7~·7~1I~ . . 



EXHIBIT 3 
DAT_E ....,J.1_-'-Qc6~5:......-~8'--L1_ 
HB_~cE-..L1..::;;::;S.:..-.-. __ 

Mr. Chairman, Members of the Committee. For the record 

I am Rep. Linda Nelson, District 19 from Medicine Lake. 

I come before you today as the chief sponsor of HB This 

is a simple bill that I am carrying for MASBO (Montana 

Association of School Business Officials). 

It removes unnecessary information required on school 

district warrants (an example is provided for your perusal. 

The reasoning is as follows: 

A. This portion of law is outdated and unnecessary as 

the county treasurers have no use for the appropriation item 

of a fund. 

1. If there were a question concerning an audit 

trail I do not feel there is any problem there because clerks' 

documents, including the claims which are permanent records, 

and auditors have these documents which tie the warrants to 

the codes at their disposal. 

2. Evidently at one time treasurers did have to 

concern themselves with the appropriation items in a budget. 

However, the only school budget line items they now use have 

to do with revenues. They use only the fund totals in regard 

to the expenditure portion of the budgets. 

B. At present several of the school business software 

programs do not provide for the appropriation item to be 

printed on warrants - only the Fund numbers. Therefore 

technically the schools using these programs are in violation 

of the law. 

C. With the adoption of the new accounting codes 

several years ago several things have occurred which make the 
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typing of the line items a problem and even the room involved 

on a warrant for the line items a problem: 

1. The codes themselves have more digits, 

consequently appropriation line items take up more room on a 

warrant; 

2. More schools are on computer and some software 

conbines several funds on one warrant - hence more line 

items; 

3. Auditors, perhaps knowing the great flexibility 

of computers and the line items available are requiring - and 

clerks are complying - the use of more account codes to ensure 

more accurate coding, also causing a greater number of line 

items for printing. 

This really is a housecleaning bill and I would ask for 

a "do Pass" from the committee. 



- EXHIBIT_ 1 
DAT_E ~/-~J..l:....J5~gL..2L..~ 
Ha ~?~ 

f[) 
.'slmro _____ _ 
<';IHlrn ___________ _ 

\~Unfn nr SHEntDAN r.outHV A1 PlENTYWOOO. 
., \\Ill L rAY nUl or ANY MONfYS IN lifE 

.. 'flHOflGING TO 5CIIOOl DlsmlCI NO 7 

DATE PAY TO THE ORDER OF .. 
1. ;o'-C)("-'88 to} I I I. ~ S OFF I r:r:: NOnl..O 

ELEMENT ARY SCHOOL FUNDS 
MEIJI"INF l.AKE rum Ie S"I tOOLS 

SCIH)Ol DISTllIel NO.7 
MEDICINE LAKE, MONT ANA 59247 

FUND 

No . .J 002242 
S 

INT . 

TOT. 

AMOUNT 

GENEnN_ 2~12 
-. In Hund,-ed Thi..-ty Thl-ee 
... -ndOl- Invoi. CC: 31J1J7~ 

nOLU\I\S .:lnrf 75 r.ENT!" .. --__ ..... _----·-. 

{oJ T I. L";' orr I CF. l'JORL n 
F' 0 DOX 430 
l-JOl.F POINT 

Q
~ (11. =;-(;(1"2:;';0(1" ~20 
101-100-2:';(1)-'610 
1 (~.1-1 00.= 1 000-61 .. ...-__ 

NT 57201 --. "'-<.;::~:-'-'-_,JC..:l.rfi_~~r-~~(.k::\d,~..-1.~ 

.. 

.. 
'~FO ________ .9 __ 

III -irn ('Ir SIiEntOM.l rOlJfnV AT rl FNTVWOOO. 
, 't l I'M (lut Or AU· ....... ()NFyS IN UtF 

lONGINCi 10 OCttOOl OIS 1 nlel tlO 7 

HIGH SCHOOL FUNDS 
MEDICINE LAKE PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

SCHOOL DISTRICT NO.7 
MEDICINE LAKE, MONTANA 59247 

No. 003078 
$ 

INT. 

TOT. 

AMOUNT 

Cllltk 

... TE __ -L __ ~---____ --______ ---L-__ --L-______________ ~-~~~~~L-~-----------~ 
FUND PAY TO THE ORDER OF 

-06-80 M.O.U.CO. GEt-ICnAL 3078 
Six DOLLARS and 9 CENTS 

:;:01 -1~60.Q=!l.~Q 1 
"0 Thousand Four Hundred Ei ght.y 

M.O.U.CO. 
P.O.DllX 295 
PLEtHYl·JQOD 

~ 1-100-'2600 -440 -
1'1T ~9254 

O.I.R 

~O~26Q~1~ __ ~~~~~~ 
20 1-1 00-2600-4~1)_.,;:o..o"rt'-... ------------ .. 

1:0'12 ~OL, 21.,1.,1: 



VISITORS' REGISTER 

EDUCATION & CULTURAL RESOURCES COMMITTEE 

BILL NO. 275 DATE __ ~J~a~n~u=a~rLy-=2~5L,-=1~98~9~ ________ ___ 

SPONSOR L. Nelson 

----------------------------- ------------------------ t--------- -------
NAME (please print) RESIDENCE SUPPORT OPPOSE 

~Q\~JpJ ~ t/ 

vg I 
V-{ J l,-. ~ G "<. ".-cv ~JB/? 1(\.1..1 e..-

Q J1,,-~. fi.4 /)/,_SL"-. ~ 

!U1JM tJ'ltf.n /' 
IV .. ~ /)l( L -

A 'aM.L- ~ idii ~ 

tJ '-"'" {} 

IF YOU CARE TO WRITE COMMENTS, ASK SECRETARY FOR WITNESS STATEMENT FORM. 

PLEASE LEAVE PREPARED STATEMENT WITH SECRETARY. 
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VISITORS' REG1STER 

EDUCATION & CULTURAL RESOUR~S COMMITTEE 

BILL NO. 227 DATE January 25, 1989 

SPONSOR Har.::.r..=i.:.:.n0.aLMI t.::.:o:::.:n:.-, ____ _ 

----------------------------- ------------------------ --------- -------
NAME (please print) RESIDENCE SUPPORT OPPOSE 

!fIC1/2 ~ \) 0 I r-/( ; ( J( r 0 tv ~JC) /Vic;;'4 ftV -(] f/lli2w1.( ,/ 
A~/-e 

J 
V /,J". /76-(': ..-<.v /7SAA 

~ ld ~ A/, ALsS . V 2Ah 

14-)~?J~_ .J',,"tJg,.1.. A"I'1,:':'-;- 4,,:rr.~ Ir' ~/,",,~"'''''" ,/ 
PYl01 ('r~ 7 ~--Z:;;P jlJ1L" ./1 V;k1~"/ 
--- '"--"" I 

IF YOU CARE TO WRITE COMMENTS, ASK SECRETARY FOR WITNESS STATEMENT FORM. 

PLEASE LEAVE PREPARED STATEMENT WITH SECRETARY. 
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( 
ROLL CALL VOTE 

EDUCATION AND CULTURAL RESOURCES 
------------------------------------------ CO'-UUTTEE 

DATE /-J5-&b BILL NO. #1 ______________ NUMBER __________ __ 

NAME 
Reo. Ted Schve. Chairm~n 
Reo. Fritz Dailv. Vice-C'h;:tirmrln 
Rep. Vicki Cocchiarella 
Rep. Paula Darko 
Rep. Ervin Davis 
Reo. Ralph Eudaily 
Rep. Flovd Gervais 
Rep. Bill Glaser 
Rep. Dan Harrinqton 
Rep. John Johnson 
Rep. Tom Kilpatrick 
Rep. Rl.chard Nelson 
Rep. John Phillips 
Rep. Richard Simpkins 
Rep. Wilbur Spring, Jr. 
Rep. Barrv "Spook" Stano 
Rep. Fred Thomas 
Rep. Norm Wallin 
Rep. Diana Wyatt 
Rep. Tom Zook 

MOTION: 
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