
MINUTES 

MONTANA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
51st LEGISLATURE - REGULAR SESSION 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON NATURAL RESOURCES 

Call to Order: By Chairman Gary Spaeth, on January 18, 1989, at 
8:30 a.m. 

ROLL CALL 

Members Present: All except Representative Swift. 

Members Excused: Representative Swift. 

Members Absent: None. 

Staff Present: Carl Schweitzer, LFA 
Jane Hamman, OBPP 
Donna Grace, Committee Secretary 

HEARING ON DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 

List of Proponents and Group they Represent 

Gary Fritz, DNRC 
Duane Calvin, Montana Water Resources Association 
John Armstrong, DNRC 
Jo Brunner, Montana Water Resources Association 
Dave Darby, DNRC 

Water Resources Division 21:A (015) 

Discussion continued relative to this division. The LFA analysis 
is attached as Exhibit 1. 

Executive Action: 

Issue No.1. The executive budget contains funding to purchase 
two 4X4 pickup trucks while the LFA current level budget 
contains funding to purchase four. The LFA current level 
also contains $6,033 for office equipment. 

MOTION: Senator Jenkins made a motion to accept the executive 
recommendation. 

VOTE: MOTION PASSED. All present voted yes. 

Issue No.3. Consultant Services. Mr. Schweitzer stated that 
the LFA had more money in the budget for this item than the 
executive did. The LFA current level contains more for 
other types of consultant services provided to state-owned 
dams. The LFA current level reflects fiscal 1988 



HOUSE SUBCOMMITTEE ON NATURAL RESOURCES 
January 18, 1989 

Page 2 of 3 

expenditures. The funds would come from either water 
development or RIT. 

MOTION: Senator Jergeson made a motion to accept the executive 
recommendation. 

VOTE: MOTION PASSED. All present voted yes. 

Issue No.4. TV Time for Floodplain Information. This was a 
recommendation of the federal people and would be funded 
with federal money. The funds would be lost if not used for 
this purpose during this biennium. 

MOTION: Representative Kimberley made a motion that the 
executive recommendation be adopted. Discussion followed. 

VOTE: MOTION PASSED. All present voted yes. 

Issue No.5. Increases in Water Engineering Operating Expenses. 
Mr. Schweitzer stated that expenses included $10,000 for 
travel, $3,400 for monitoring reservoir levels and $5,900 
for other increases in the executive recommendation. Mr. 
Fritz stated that in order to be successful in securing 
federal funding it was necessary to be able to travel to 
Washington, D.C., and Denver on occasion. These items would 
be funded with water development funds. 

MOTION: Senator Jenkins made a motion that travel in the amount 
of $10,000 be approved, contingent on federal funding. 

VOTE: MOTION PASSED. All present voted yes. 

Mr. Fritz stated that the major reason for the increase for 
monitoring reservoir levels was due to increased costs in 
operating and monitoring Painted Rocks Reservoir. 

MOTION: Senator Devlin made a motion that the executive 
recommendation be adopted. 

VOTE: MOTION PASSED. All present voted yes. 

Mr. Fritz indicated that the other increases included some travel 
and training for engineers and some other equipment that was 
needed as well as diesel fuel for the hydrography truck. 

MOTION: Representative Iverson made a motion that the executive 
recommendation be adopted. 

VOTE: MOTION PASSED. All present voted yes. 

Issue No.6. State Water Projects. This item includes $175,000 
of carryover funds which were added to the $600,000 
recommended by the executive to make a total of $775,000 for 
this program which is funded with water development funds. 
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MOTION: Representative Iverson made a motion that the executive 
recommendation be adopted. 

VOTE: MOTION PASSED. All present voted in favor. 

Issue No.7. This item will be discussed later. 

Issue No.8. Water Management Consultant Services. This item 
includes $11,858 for the Powder River Management Plan and 
$5,000 per year for emergency needs. 

MOTION: Representative Iverson made a motion to approve the 
$11,858 for the Powder River Management Plan and no funds 
for emergency needs. 

VOTE: MOTION PASSED. All voted in favor. 

Announcements/Discussion: The Committee will meet at 8:00 a.m. 
on January 19 to complete consideration of budgets for the 
Department of Natural Resources and to begin hearings on the 
Department of Commerce. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Adjournment At: 10:30 a.m. 

GS/dg 

1526.mina 
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