
MINUTES OF THE MEETING 
PUBLIC HEALTH, WELFARE AND SAFETY CO~~1ITTEE 

MONTANA STATE SENATE 

April 16, 1987 

The meeting of the Senate Public Health, Welfare and Safety Commit
tee was called to order by Chairman Dorothy Eck on April 16, 1987 
at 1:30 P.M. in Room 410 of the State Capitol. 

ROLL CALL: All members of the committee were present except Sena
tors Rassmussen and Jacobson. 

CONSIDERATION OF HJR NO. 53: Rep. Tom Bulger, District # 37, spon
sor of the resolution, stated that the purpose of the resolution 
is do a study of the Montana welfare system, particularly the Med
icaid-Medicare costs. The state is dealing with a 30% increase 
in these costs and needs to know why these costs have jumped to 
high and why they are predicted to go even higher. The cost of 
the study will be small compard to savings that may occur in wel
fare. Exhibit # 1. 

PROPONENTS: Rep. Budd Gould, District # 61, stated that he has a 
good knowledge of welfare, having served on national and state 
human services boards for several years. He considers it vital
ly importa~t to look at the reason for rising medical costs, a 
number one concer for the state. If only two studies can be fund
ee, this should be one of them. 

ACTION ON HJR NO. 53: Sen. Heyer moved that HJR # 53 BE CON
CURRED IN. The fuotion carried unanimously. Sen. Meyer will 
carry the bill. 

CONSIDERATION OF SJR NO. 13: Sen. Tom Keating, District # 44, 
sponsor of the resolution, stated that because Rep. Winslow's 
bill on the reorganization of Developmentally Disabled services 
died, he would like to have this resolution considered for in
terim study. The DD services come from five different depart
ments, and it is difficult to coordinate services going to clients. 
The purpose of the study is to determine whether services could 
be better coordinated and administered. The previous taskforce 
has pointed up the need for a single administration. Some peo
ple now "fall through the cracks", while others are over-served. 
The study will deal only with DD services, and if the study re
veals a need and ways to pull together disjointed services, then 
legislation will be drafted for the next session. 

PROPONENTS: Tom Crosser, Office of Budget and Program Planning, 
stated that the indications are that unification needs to be done, 
and he supports a study to determine how that should work. 

Steve Waldron, Community Mental Health Centers, stated that he 
is concerned with the resolution. Last fall's study looked at 
combining DD services with mental health services and he doesn't 
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think that the two services should be combined, but he does agree 
that the present delivery of DD services is disjointed and needs 
to be looked at. 

DISCUSSION OF SJR 13: Sen. Himsl: Is this just to be limited to 
administrative authority? 
Sen. Keating: Yes. This study deals with just the administration 
and the delivery of services. We want to solve the disjointed de
livery and coordinate the administration of services. 

Sen. Vaughn: Is this similar to the proposed family services re
organization? 
Sen. Keating: The DD services are pretty well defined, so the study 
won't be as broad or encompassing. But we do need to take a look 
at the reorganization of these services, as well. 

Sen. Eck: What is happening now on these task forces? 
Dennis Taylor, Developmentally Disabled Division Administrator: 
There hasn't been as much focus on studies lately in this area. 
However, we have been studying this administrative reorganization, 
and we would like the authority from the legislature to continue. 

ACTION ON SJR 13; Sen. Hager moved that SJR DO PASS. The motion 
carried unanimously. Sen. Keating will carry the bill. 

The meeting adjourned at 2:15 P.M. 

CHAIRMAN 
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