
MINUTES OF THE MEETING 
F I NANCE Af\1O C! _:'1 H1S COf'1M I TTEE 

MONTANA STATE SENATE 

March :::) 1. 1987 

The 21st meeting of the Senate Finance and Claims committee 
met on the above date in room 108 of the State Capitol. The 
meeting was called to order by 5en~tor Regan. Chairman at 
8:02 a.m. to hear Senate Bills 185, 243 and 852. 

ROLL CALL: All members present. 

CONSIDERATION OF HOUSE BILL l8St AN ACT APPROPRIATING 
FUNDING FOR THE FAMILY PRACTICE RESIDENCY TRAINING PROGnAM. 
Representative Manuel, chief sponsor of House Bill 185 said 
this program started in 1983. so it was an appr0priation in 
'83 and '85 and we are again as~ing for $85,000 to run this 
program. He said this program is not in the budget for the 
subcommittees, it is a small amount of money for the good it 
does for the state of Montana, and I will calion Sandy 
Norris to explain the program to you. 

Sandy Norris. Executive Director of the Montana Family 
Practice Residency Satellite Program, spoke for the bill aGd 
her testimony is attached as exhibit 1, HB 185. 

PROPONENTS TO HOUSE BILL 185: Paul Donaldson, President 
elect to the Montana Academy of Family Physicians. In June 
he will chair the Presidency of the or-ganiz0tl0;-1 dlld r.e 
asked support from the committee for this program. He said 
one of his charges in the Presidency in the organization was 
to promote quality family medicine in Montana. He said 
thel-e is a glut of physicians natlo" wide. He said Hili Ie 
that was prob~bly true in the larger citi~s in M~n~~nQ the 
rural areas had trouble attracting quality physicians to the 
smaller towns. He mentioned reasons including being on call 
24 hours a day, wives who did not like the:mall ural 
areas, 10\rJel- incomes, etc. He sald this pl-O·:],-S,i" ]'::>t t;,em 
look at the areas and help them to ma~.e a decision. 

M ike S t r e k a I I, fa mil y physic i an i n 11 e 1 en a , and sa i r1 he c a u I d 
be classified as a direct product of this program. He was 
born and rais~d in Montana, pre-med in Carrol College and 
could see what the state hacj to offET. He saicJ +~his progr6in 
can influence rf?sidency ptv/sician~, in the influ'.:mti,:\l Y<?L'l;--; 

of their training to get exposed to thR area. He said ha 
did not li~e small towns, ~new he could not handle the time 
involved in a one person practice. 
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Jerry Loondorf, Montana Medical Association spoke fo~ the 
program. He said this is a unique appropriations to] 11 
because it has never been a part of any budget. It has 
always had to stand on its own merits. He said this program 
brings people to the small towns where they work for one 
month as a part of their reSidency and learn to know what 
type of practice is available, know some of the people, etc. 

Earl Book, a Doctor in private practice in Townsend. He 
said, this is a small town and I am on call at least 50% of 
the time, unlike the groups, and it is not that bad, and I 
am here directly as a product of the family pr0ctice 
satellite program. This program is far reaching. I was 
born, raised and medically trained in New Orleans and had 
only a vague idea of where the state of Montana was located. 
The opportunities this program provides for the residents 
that come up here and for the Doctors that host the 
residents after they are in practice here. He said you get 
to come to an area you are thinking about living in, you get 
to be a part of the community and interview job opportunity 
sites. As a doctor in private practice we have hosted a 
resident in Townsend, and not only do we teach, but we are 
taught. Medical methods change rapidly and we can exchange 
ideas. 

Bill Leary, representin',J r"1ontanCl Hospital Association saie! 
he was also on the Board of TI-ustees tOl- the Montana ~1edical 
Practice, and said hospitals in both the larger and smallel- "-
communities are in support of the program. When a community 
is in need of a physician ttley go to the professional "I";,:?ad 
hunters" they ar"e looking at a minilnum Df $20,000 going i.nto 
recruiting a physician to Montana with ~o guarantee that 
they will be receptive to livjng in rural America. This 
program is probably the most cost effective and efficient 
program we have in the future training of family 
pr"d.ctitioners in the state cf i"lontE,,-i-:!. 

There were no further proponents, no opponerlts, and Senator 
Regan asked if there were questions from the committee. 

QUESTIONS FROM THE COMMITTEE: Senator Ben~tson said, I 
would like to ask Bill Leary. on !lOV) hosoitals recrui.t vlllen 
it costs big bucks, how do you interface IrJith thls satellite 
program? Sandy Norris said 5he is '"AJOI-l'inq '!'lith thp Billings 
Deaconess Hospital; do the hospitals use this as a 
recruitment process or what? Mr. Leary answered, I will 
give you an example. Right not there ~s a need for an 
additional physician in Ft. Benton, Montana. We simply make 
sure that the people in Ft. Benton ~no\'J about the pr-ogl-am, 
they can check with Sandy ~nd she has a list of physicians 
tha t have been through the sys tern her e in the s ta tf;~ and 
served a residency. She will let those physicians ~now 

there is a business opportunity. I think it only costs the 
hospitals $25 to be on that list. 
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5",: nat cn- 0"" n g t son ',,-il cl s i i e .-.J '.) U 1 d 1 ike 5 and ')/ top: a b 01- ate ," 
little en the interface you ,1112 havinq IrJith :',?:3_CC),F':S:, 

1'1 e d i cal C I:? 1"1 t e T- ll"\ B ill i n [1 s • I ,,; itt h e c- e c ,- u i t. rn;:2:-t t: .. : r 
pel-sons (1,1 tha.t ~t.:~ff? ~)3ndy l\Joeri'3 said tho,;, h':l\/(~ r,j\-c:,d c.l 

per-son f,lll tim\! in cOT-pal-ate ':,~ervices::. Hel- ","1IDe }':O. 'JE'_:' 

Emer-~:o'1 ,,-,,-Ie:! siiK(:, ("larch 1 IrH:? hav,=" been e>;plor-ing cir\~a:::, Cjhe 
will to(J~ into. One of OUI- f,-ustl-dtionr, is --- hov) fae tiu "!2 

go in the recruiting, and Due decision based on money and 
staff ha~ ~pen to stop dt the 2xchange of Ij~ts 2~d ~ar 

people:: '.',:/lC r~)\I"t have much e;":pE:11-ie.nCE? in ref_Julting ;Ddny 
times not much else happens. Def.? will sort of take up that 
r-ole._::',e '"l'll try to ,natch prlysicians, Tc1fni.licO's ,:,nl:l 
interests with the community. 

Sen a tor Him 5 1 -:, aid, I h a v e had apr 0 b 1 em wit Il t his ,~v f:? 1-

since the first time. We were given the imprpssinn that 
after tt-\e prO<jI-din started we 'Nould not have to subsidize. 
wit h q e n p 1- 2. 1 t- u_ r: d s, a. n d a p par en t 1 Y t hat i s n > t the c a. s e . I t 
seems to me no,~! find this is a duplication of the practiciO' 
that the WAMT ~rogram carries on. We get the same type ~f 

i:hinq. The CJt!',e,- problefn I ha\/p,,1S if this wOLlld Pt.O()cJlJCE: 

ph'/sici2.n-::, "fOY' the I-ural a,ea, Ekalaka, Groadu.:::, -'O,-de','-I, 

thosO? l:,-,d :Jf l::laces "jhel-e they r-eally do need jJh"/:~lci,ln', 

instead of Whitefish, Bigfork, Kalispell we certainly 
don't need more there. I don't questiol{ that puhli~itv 
suggest ':h·~·:se people corne to f10ntalla to 1 ive, but C1:~;I'~' 

S e"" ,_,; h :2 1- ':?/ ' ) u ;:- (- e ;- e all y add I e s, sin 9 the real n e "" d c, ();-- - l _" c' 1 
mE1dicine i" r/!olltanc1. Sandy ~,Jorris said she would haVE- to 
pass the buc~ on the first question. she came into the 
p 1- D g ;- ,:111\ ,:-J t e,.. ': he> 8 3 session, ,.:; o,~ h e could not '" P e 2. k f (~ ,-

the fi:-,~t ':oncern. The second in regard to the ~'JA;-11 

seT-vici~s; ~,je cC:1lpliment theil- servicec.:,. WAMI seeks lo \~\-al',', 

medic.al ~;tudeilts, give them an opportunity to vJod in '.he 
University of Washington, we are trying to attract famil~ 

ph'/':,i,=:ans odck to the state of ~1cntalla. t,Je il'J,)n: to :,,,-'lp 
t,JAMI \-,ull those students back into l'1ontar.a. but",~,ile thr:',-,= 
are similarities, they are at different levels. A lot of 
WAMI students don't go into primary care, they go into ather 
areas and l:'le may no t want to d t tr- ae t ~,ome 0 f them. Tht:' 
third concern is something that I have struggled with for 
the last cGuole of years, is to try to improvp the 
distribution i_nto the eastern ,--ul-al c:,:;mmunities_ :J'_J'·~r:.;le 

come to l'-1ontana fOI- a month and SdY '."Jould you siell: :n'O' C'/f,"r 

thel-e by Glac:i':;l- P3.I-k, and then I senl-j them d lic.t_" ::-,"':' 
places that T1l?ed doctors. No"j 'J'Jitt-, Billing's Deaconf'::Cs _"if-c' 

have a receptor in Eastern Montana. We are finall! getting 
the break through on site development we want to do to Jot 
them into tile easte,n part of th~ stat2. 

SenatC".1)- \'·'2dti,-,'.;l 3::;~;e,j 

there in Montana? Mr. Leondorf s6id he would ha~e to qUE'SS, 
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Senator Hamcl10nd askpd~ pl-ior to the beginning of thi':; 
program about ~he only way to get Doctors in the stat~ of 
Montana v'Jas to qo through the [~x(~cutive ~-o,ecl-etal-Y of t:he 
M 0 n tan a ~'1 e d i cal A:; ,; 0 cia t ion and fir" d (J U t I,<J h 0 had s h 0 '.j( ) ,: , I , 

interest. Do you still find some of that? Jerry U:?ondof'f 
~5ai(J tt,er-e ,is still a little. Sendtor Hammond said, IJ'_lt 

theil- ndm(~S ,l,e given to tht~ fa<lli ly practice satell i L!:? 
program 7 Mr. Leondorf sdid if someone called in, they are 
in the ";i.'ln,e building. 

Thel-e vlE:<l-e nD mOl-(! questions dnd ?epr-esEclntati.v~:? r1anut-:'1 said 
in closing he would like to thank the proponents for thei,-
test i c;)ony. 

cm'l'::'lLDERATJSJN OJ.~ HOU~E BILL 243.-!._ m,j ACT TO 5TATUTCPTLY 
APPROPRIATE THE REVENUES RECEIVED FROM A PORTION OF CERTAIN 
L I CENSF FEES TeJ PIW LOCAL BOARDS OF HEf~L TH FOR I f\lSPECT I CJN:Ci 
OF FOOD ESTABLISHMENTS LICENSED PURSUANT TO TITLE 50~ 

CilAPTER ~G, (\[\!D [i\ISPECT I m,1 [)f--~ ACCOf;[!JrJDAT 1 OI\IS AND c.::r.:.np 1 LC~ 
FAC I LIT I ES L_ I CENSED PURSUAr!T TO TITLE 50, CHAPTt::RS 51 AI\ID 
52; 6lf:endinq r_ETtain sections ar~j an immediate effe·ctlV(::; 
date. 

Representative Harper, Hause District 44, and chief sponsor 
of House Bill 243 said, this purpose of thi~ bill is to save 
some of yDur- time. The bill prD\/ides a statut'.Jl-Y 
aPPl-oprj';J.ti'Y:' for the local BO,:3.r(j Inspection Account. f\IOl,<J 
the 1 0 cal b (] aId ,:; dot h e o'JO r kin ins p e c tin g res t a Lll- ,'1 lIt '~; • 
trailE'r COUl-tc.;, motels;, f2tC. The '·",tate is given the 1f10nf~Y 

and 85% G fit i 5 a p p 1- 0 P ria ted b cl C !. '. t C) the 1 0 C ,0. 1 b G d I tJ 
inspection accounts. By law th~re is really no way for th~ 

legislc:\tL.;-e ~,() cie'/late fl-um Lhe ·L::;"'J, :Hld this would ju::;t 
give the committee time to do more important things. 

Th(,:re ,,,Jere no fur-ther proponents, no \)pponents, i)nLl Spnatoi 
Regan askEd if there ',"e\-'2 ':1ue coticn,::; frem the committG2. 

Sen at [) r B e \~ 'J t s (] n do; ked, y c usa v t r-. e,/ are '" tat u t c) ,- ~ ~ / 

appropriated rather than what? I just don't understand. 
Representi)tive Harper said this bill would provide ~ 

statuto.yappr\Jpriaticn. R:igl1t nO'I'J the lall'J ,-'2quir''?s i;hdt 
85% of the monie,=, be sent b2.c:/ ro the local board inspectiol-; 
account and the questiun IS, do==; thE' depa.l-tmt~nt have pnouCjh 
aut h 0 r i t y t 0 d 1 S t 1- i but'? t ... , :? C'\ 0 ~ ,,= V 'J'J i 1; h Cl ute 0 rn i n c~ rt; ,- C"_! q h :; I; t:~ 
legisldture. Th''''.'1 r,a'v'<-= c:.;i:l'Jays come thCOLlgt'l the legl::'iiatu,-e 
because of that ~uestio". This would clear it up ~nd since 
they can do nothing besides c(Jmpl; ,rji tt'l the law there ,s no 
amount of contrcl 
IrJi·!;hout .~~hdnC)i:1'J ti,L' l':JVJ. 

Senator f((::g,;l'I' "".,-li:1. O'JE? ,::;1-(7 supposed "0 ,:\ppl-Cpli2te rncn'2y dS 

tht~y i~E:=viev\; the bucjl]'2L ,j.~ VJE· ,.~~tC_·l-l (~CJ en :)~t-:ciC11 .CC::lJi,~nt~:;. 
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whether it be every member of the committee on one copy. I 
would like to submit an amendment on line 22 after "submit" 
to insert "one copy of". 

Question was called~ voted, the amendment was passed. 

Motion by Senator Bengtson was to be not concurred. this was 
voted, roll call vote, motion as amended was passed and the 
bill goes out of committee as amended, do not concur in. 
Senator Bengtson will carry the adverse committee report. 

The meeting was adjourned. 

Senator 
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MONTANA 
FAMILY PRACTICE RESIDENCY 
SATELLITE PROGRAM 
2021 Eleventh Avenue #10 
Helena. Montana 59601 



1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

SENATE fiNANCE AND CIJUMS 
,I , -' ~f 

EXHmlT NO. f._ / - ----

DATE . ~.;-~'.' / . -3" 7 
MONTANA FAMILY PRACTIitt ~~IDEN<:X, SATELLITE PROGRAM 

STATISTICAL PROFILE 

Number of 
FY 83 
FY 84 
FY 85 

Family Physician 
9 

15 
30 

Number of Family Practice 
physicians to participate 
FY 83 7 
FY 84 67 
FY 85 95 

March. 1987 

Resident rotations per year: 
FY86 -- 36 
FY87 -- 27 to date 
Total - 117 

Residencies allowing their resident 
(cumulative): 

FY86 117 
FY87 -- 122 to date 

Number of Montana community rotation sites (satellite units) 
willing to host family practice resident rotations per year: 
FY 83 5 FY86 32 
FY 84 10 FY87 36 
FY 85 20 

'. 
Number of Montana physician volunteers 
teachers (preceptors) for the resident 
FY 83 11 FY86 
FY 84 32 FY87 --
FY 85 67 

willing to serve as 
rotations (cumulative): 

95 
119 

Number of Family Physicians who have contacted our program 
regarding Montana practice opportunities: 102 total 

53 current list 

6. Number of Montana opportunities/Locations which have contacted 
our program to list their need for family physicians: 69 total 

27 current list (does not include IHS or PHS) ----

7. Number of Family Physicians who have settled in Montana or have 
made commitments to return this July. 1987 upon completion of their 
training program: 17 
Communities: Conrad Sheridan Billings 

Deer Lodge Helena Crow Agency 
Big Timber Hamilton Libby 
Whitefish (2) Boulder (2) Lolo 
Townsend st. Ignatius Bigfork 

8. Number of additionalphysician~ who have chosen Montana practices 
from our listing of Locations Seeking Family Physicians: 8 
Communities: Butte Missoula Kalispell 

Big Timber Dillon Townsend 
Billings Glendive 

9. Number of resident rotations in process for the remainder of this 
postgraduate year and for next .year: 36 to date 



DATE. :~ , --~ / 

ROTATION OBJECTIV~~ B1lt NO_ !( \'1 ~/ 

To allow the resident to experience practice characteristics and 
responsibilities in a rural area 

To enable the resident's family members to experience living 
in a rural area 

To observe the role of the rural family physician as a primary 
care provider 

To participate in a volume practice and observe methods of prac
tice management 

To realize the role of the family physician in providing leader
ship in assessing the needs, goals, objectives, values, and 
resources relative to community hea'Lth 

To contrast the characteristics appropriate to rural medical 
practice versus practices established in communities with easy 
access to large medical centers and subspecialists 

To learn the skills and roles of rural health care team members ~ 
as they relate to the health needs of the community 

To observe small group practice dynamics 

To observe the operation of the rural hospital as a primary or 
secondary care provider 

To observe on-going, long-term family and patient care 

To offer opportunities to become familiar with Montana's rural 
medical needs 

___._.ONTANA FAMILY PRACTICE RESIDENCY 
SATELLITE PROGRAM 
2021 Eleventh Avenue • Helena. Montana 59601 • 406-443-11 



; t\,iu CLAIMS 
/ I 'J. _____ " ___ -/ ~ 

Information Sheet 
Montana Family Practice Residency 

.J 7 

Satelli te p1tf'b~Itt J' '~; ,I -/'1 Wu. NO,_ /\----.;...-.,----.. ..;; . 

I. Annual Budget 
Administrative Office 
Resident Expenses 
Physician Faculty Time 

$70,000 
$100,000 

Donated 

Source: 
State, Fees, Donations Fed? 
Local Community 
Montana physicians 

A $70,000 appropriation from the State of Montana would 
provide approximately 20% of the program costs annually. 
It is a crucial 20% without which the other funds would 
not be applicable. 

We have applied for a federal grant for Graduate Training 
in Family Medicine which would fund improvement of our 
evaluation system, preceptor training, and site development. 
If received, this grant would fund about 10% of the total budget. 

II. Physician needs in Montana 
Twenty-seven openings for Family Physicians are listed with 
our office currently. These do not include the openings 
in the Indian Health service (5 in July at Crow Agency) or 
the National Health Service Corps sites. There are 18 NHSC 
physicians in Montana currently with 6 more·expected this 
summer. By 1989, the scholarship physicians program will 
have completed placements and most of the current NHSC physicians 
in Montana will have finished their obligations. Since most 
NHSC assignees do not stay in those sites historically after 
completion of their obligation, it is anticipated that the 
need for Family Physicians in rural, underserved areas will 
increase dramatically. 

III. Return on the State's Investment from FY83 through FY87 
For the $141,000 appropriated during the last two sessions, 
117 resident family physicians have received at least one 

month of postgraduate medical training in Montana, and 
11 Family Physicians have returned to Montana to practice 

(or will be here 7/1/87) after their rotations. 

These two figures illustrated that our program is indeed 
meeting its objectives: 
1) For Montana to participate in postgraduate medical training 

in a high-quality, economical approach 
2) To expose newly trained family physicians to practice 

opportunities and lifestyles in rural areas, and to increase 
their awareness of Montana opportunities 

3/22/87 SN 



~ n Montana State University 
~ Bozemln. Montini 58717 

WAMI Program/Medical Science Telephone (406) 994-4411 

EXHiBIT NO. ( 1 j ~ /' (, / 
/7 ,.,:. I), .1 a n u a r y 20, 19 87 

. DATE. ~" - .. ' / '_ I / / 

, 

·~NO " /'~" -.. ----... ' ........ ~ ----
Gene Donaldson, Chairman 
House Appropriations Committee 
Capitol Station 
Helena, MT 59620 

Dear Mr. Donaldson: 

I am writing in support of House Bill 185 which would 
provide funding for family practice residency training in Montana 
through the Family Practice Residency Satellite Program. Montana 
is one of the only states in the nation that does not have any 
complete residency programs and therefore the Family Practice 
Residency Satellite Program is an essential link in the medical 
education system of the State of Montana. Like the WAMI program 
it is a flexible, relatively low cost mechanism by which Montan
ans and others interested in non-metropolitan medical practice 
can be given encouragement, education and experience in Montana ~ 
primary care medical practice. Not only does this program give 
physicians an opportunity to learn about the medical needs and 
medical opportunities in Montana, but it also helps them struc-
ture the remainder of their education in such a way as to be 
appropriate for the medical needs of Montana. 

It may well be some decades before Montana is ready to 
develop a complete primary care residency program. In the 
meantime the Family Practice Residency Satellite Program is 
exactly what we need at this stage in the evolution of medical 
education in Montana. 

SJG:jf 

~/~: Sandy Norris 

Sincerely, 

Stephen J. Guggenheim, M.D. 
Director 

~. 

~; Regionalized Medical School for Washington, Alaska, Montana & Idaho 



Pondera J\~edical Center 
406-278-3211 805 Sunset Blvd. Conrad, MT 59425 

January 19, 1987 

Honorable Gene Donaldson 
Chairman, Appropriations Committee 
House of Representatives 
State of Montana 
Capitol Station 
Helena, MT 59620 

~\epresen t 2::'':' . .' . ......... .- ........ - - ---

SEW.n. fiNf\i~CE MllJ {.L:;lr:tS' 
EXHiBii NO.--:-_____ _ 

DAT_E. __ "-_?-_-_" •. _---,-_/ _' __ 

. ~IU. ~m /~J c. c, ~_ t.Jf . 11V, ________ _ 

I am writing to you in support of the House Bill 185 which 
appropriates $70,000 for family physician resident training 
in Montana. This program has had very good results and 
is money well spent. 

When a physician settles in a community such as ours, there 
are several positive results. Not only does hospital revenue 
increase since patients can be seen in their hometown, but 
also at least two new jobs are created. More jobs mean more 
taxes, and even without the "filter-down" effect, I estimate 
that at least $100,000 per year in salaries, hospital revenues, 
and community purchases is spent for each new physician practice. 

In July, we look forward to welcoming Dr. Patsy Vargo, a family 
physician who has participated in a rotation here in Conrad 
through the Montana Family Practice Residency Satellite Program. 
Dr. Vargo is finishing her last year of Residency training 
currently in Denver, Colorado. Her husband is a rancher who 
is also looking forward to settling in Montana. 

Even if this program attracted only one physician per year to 
'" ........ -. + ~ -. -. - ~".1 0 t~ ~ . ....:t .r ,- ... . - 1 ,-, r' . -- .- -- ... -
years would be worthwhile. With 15 physicians attracted in the 
past four years, the productivity of this program is self-evident. 
I hope that you and your committee members will look favorably 
on House Bill 185. 

Yours truly, 
/ I 

,1 /. 

Norman Campeau 
Administrator 
Pondera Medical Center 



INTERNAL MEDICINE 
CARDIOLOGY 

H.A BRAUN, M.O 
G A OIETTERT. M 0 
J.F KNAPP, JR .. MD. 

DIAGNOSTIC 

C G. McCARTHY, M 0 
T H ROBeRTS. M 0 
Me LANGENDEAFER, M.o 
A.M. MURPHY, M.O 
HE HUGHSON. M 0 
W W WILSON. M 0 
BE THOMPSON. MO. 

ENDOCRINOLOGY 

W A REYNOLDS. M 0 

GASTROENTEROLOGY 
R.G MURNEY, JA. M.O. 

HEMATOLOGy·ONCOLOGY 

J M TRAUSCHT. M 0 

NEPHROLOGY 

J H REITER M 0 

PULMONOLOGY 

w 8 BEKEMEYEA. M.O. 

RHEUMATOLOGY 

HW BUSEY MO. 
K. FREMONT-SMITH, M.O 

NEUROLOGY 
AOUL T AND PEDIATRIC 

SF JOHNSON. M 0 
E B. RUSSO, M.O. 

PEDIATRICS 
C E BELL M 0 
S. WERNER. M.a. 
J W JANTZEN. M D. 

SURGERY 
o H FARNHAM MO. 
PC. NATURALE, MO. 
G.C. ROTH JR., M 0 

OBSTETRICS AND GYNECOLOGY 
INFERTILITY 

T.J CAMPBELL. M 0 
o S. SOHLBERG, MD. 
l.A RICHAFIDS. MO. 
V A. KNUDSEN. M D. 

OTOLARYNGOLOGY 
B r MOARIS. M 0 

DERMATOLOGY 
P E WATSON. M 0 

UROLOGY 
A S MUNRO. MO. 

ORTHOPAEDIC SURGERY 
L.J. TODER. M 0 
o l. WOOLLEY, M 0 

RADIOLOGY 
a,e. GRAN. M D, 

CLINICAL PSYCHOLOGY 
P.J. BACH. Ph 0 
C L. MILLER. Ph 0 

PODIATRIC MEDICINE 
N A WILLIAMS. 0 P M 

LOLO FAMILY PRACTICE 
N F. VASQUEZ. M 0 

SOUTHGATE MALL NOW CARE 
R W SWEATMAN M 0 
MS. WOLTANSKI. MD. 

ADMINISTRATION 
J.F. SCHWERING 

THE WESTERN MONTANA CLINIC I 
515 WEST FRONT STREET 

MISSOULA. MONTANA TELEPHONE 14061 721'560i 

59802 

...# 
January 20, 1987 

AIiJ CLAIMS 
-; 

SEkAh nNANCE 
O'}/iSIT NO. / --::z:----.,;;."--...:... 
DAT_E. ____ ~~~1~~;_'~-_'_~_/ __ ~~~.~_;~~~· _ Gene Donaldson 

Chairman, Appropriations Committee 
Montana House of Representatives 

Dear Mr. Donaldson: 
'. 

BIU NO_ ///i; 

I am writing to urge your support of Health Bill #185 which is 
scheduled to come before the Appropriations Committee on the 
twenty-second of this month. I would have ~ked to have been 
present to testify on the behalf of this bill in person, but 
this was not possible. 

I am writing this letter from the perspective of a recent par
ticipant in this program. I am a Family Practice physician who 
began working in Montana in August of last year. In August of 
1985, I spent a month with the Family Practice physicians in 
Red Lodge as part of the Family Practice Satellite Residency 
Program. Although my wife and I had seriously considered coming 
to Montana prior to our stay in Red Lodge, this experience helped 
make this a definite decision in several ways. A very important 
facet of our experience was simply to come in contact with Montanans 
and with Family Practice in Montana. It gave me a unique opportun
ity to visit numerous communities in the state and talk to physicians 
in those communities about practice opportunities in their areas. 
I was made aware of many of these opportunities through information 
that the Family Practice Satellite Program provided. 

Montana is a unique state from a medical standpoint. The larger 
communities in the state have an abundance of sub-specialists. In 
fact, in some communities I was surprised that so many sub-specialists 
could have viable practices. In contrast, cities such as Missoula 
have a small number of Board Certified Family Practitioners in 
proportion to the total number of physicians that are present. 
Likewise, there are certainly many smaller communities in the state 
which can only be served adequately by a family physician. Only 

Ii 

'. 

i 
I 
i 

i 

Ij I 

i 

I 



Gene Donaldson, Chairman 
Appropriations Committee 
Re: Health Bill *185 
January 20, 1987 
Page 2 

sat~TE fiNANCE AND ClAIMS 
,/'./ .. 

EXHiRIT NO ...... ! __ ~ ..... -' ___ ,~_, _ 
DATE. ____ ~_-~/ _______ --

RlL' "" / <, L, .. 
"'_1. I.VI_. __ .....;.~------

individuals who are residency trained in Family Practice are taught a 
wide enough range of skills to provide medical care as a single practi
tioner or a member of a small family practice group as one might find 
in smaller Montana communities. 

My intention in mentioning the above, is to impress upon you the need 
that Montana has at this time and in the future for family physicians. 
This need may become even more acute as HMOs come into the state. Most 
HMO systems in the United States rely heavily on primary care physicians 
and in many cases this means Family Practitioners. 

States such as Iowa or Wisconsin, where I have done my training, have 
a large number of Family Practice Residency Programs. These programs 
not only train family physicians, but their very existence in those 
states tends to keep the physicians in those areas. It is a well-known 
fact that physicians tend to prrutice in the area where they do their 
post-graduate training. Likewise, without a medical school in the 
state, Montana is again at some disadvantage when it comes to making 
physicians aware of practice opportunities that are available here. 

The Family Practice Satellite Residency Program therefore, provides a 
number of important functions. It provides young Family Physicians 
outside of the state with an opportunity to spend some concentrated time 
here and learn what medicine in Montana is like. For me and for my family 
it also meant an opportunity for my wife to look at areas where we were 
considering as potential homes. The program provides excellent infor
mation on o~portunities that are available in Montana and makes ones search 
for a practice much more efficient. The program also provides a chance 
for Montana physicians to come in contact with potential partners and to 
work with them for a month and scrutinize them in a way that otherwise 
would be impossible. 

My overall impression of the Montana Family Practice Satellite Residency 
Program has been an excellent one. The program seems to be very well-run 
and coordinated. Loss of this program is going to mean decreased expos
ure of the state of Montana to Family Practice physicians. This may result 
in fewer good quality Family Practitioners coming into the state at a time 



Gene Dolandson, Chairman 
Appropriations Committee 
Re: Health Bill #185 
January 20, 1987 
Page 3 

when they may be the most appropriate source of medical care for many 
Montanans. 

Again, I strongly urge your support of Health Bill #185. 

Thank you for your time in reviewing this letter. 

Respectfully, 
---' 

"'-7 '4.-J d-. -t'l..4-t-V--·d -.,~:]:>. 

Ned F. Vasquez, M.D. 

NFV/bd 
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THE FAMILY PRACTICE CENTER OF HELENA 
HAWKINS-LINDSTROM CLINIC, P.C. 

Reginald ].0. Goodwin. M.D. 
Thomas E. Norris. M.D. 

Paul S. Donaldson. M.D. 

Kurt E. Werner. M.D. 

Michael S. Strekall. M.D. 

405 Saddle Drive • Helena. Montana 59601 
(406) 442-0120 

Founded 1943 John H. Gordon. M.B.A. 
Business Manager 

January 21, 1987 

Appropriations Committee 
c/o Sandy Norris 
Montana Family Practice 
Residency Satellite Program 
2021 11th Avenue 
Helena, MT 59601 

To Whom It May Concern: 

SENATE FINANCE AND CLAtMS 
EXHIBIT NO. [-- ,~~), -: ;/1 

2;-;/' ;-//' DATE <_1.-;;'7 ---} 

': if-Sill NO.~/-"-:_f_/-,--__ _ 

This is a letter in support of continuing monies for the 
Montana Family Practice Residency Satellite Program. I am a 
Board Certified Family Physician currently practicing in Helena, 
Montana. As a Montana native, born in Billings, I am a Montana 
WAMI graduate of the University of Washington School of 
Medicine. Prior to coming back to Montana, I entered practice in 
Yakima, Washington because of the difficulties I had in evaluat
ing practice opportunities within the state of Montana. 

The main barriers that kept me from returning to my home 
state were: 

1. Lack of informa tion about practice opportuni ties in 
Montana during the final months of residency training; 

2. Inadequate exposure to medical communi ties that were 
seeking new physicians; 

3. The fiscal ability needed to travel with my spouse and 
children while looking for practice opportunities that 
were a 1,000 miles from my residency. 

4. The allure of well advertised and accessible practice 
opportunities near my residency. 

Fortunately I have been able to fulfill my dream of return
ing to the sta te of Montana when I joined a group of family 
physicians in Helena, June 1, 1985. I can honestly say that this 
change would not have occurred if it had not been for my very 
positive experience with the Satellite Training Program. Through 
the efforts of St. Peter's Community Hospital and the Family 
Practice Satelli te Training Program, I spent one month, (March, 
1984), working with physicians in Helena. This one month 



'. 

rota tion broke down the barr iers that had kept me out of the 
state, and allowed my wife and I to have additional time to 
explore eight communities that were seeking physicians. 

In summary, the Family Practice Residency Satellite Program 
is a viable operation and addresses the needs of a medicallY 
underserved State. 

Since beginning practice in Helena, in June of 1985, I have 
had the opportunity to work with several of the residents that 
have rotated through this community. Each and everyone of these 
residents have found ample opportunity to evaluate practice 
opportuni ties in towns in western and central Montana and I am 
aware of at least two of them who are back in the state because 
of the program exposure. During the latter year of residency 
training, experience in a community is very influential upon 
practice location choice. I believe that this program provides 
tha t type of exposure in a very essential manner. I strongly 
support continuation of funding for the Residency Satellite 
Program. It provides the only opportunity for continuing an 
essential length between the W&~I Medical School Program and the 
successful return of M.D.'s into our state after residency 
training. 

If you have any questions please feel free to contact me at 
my office, 442-0120. 

Yours truly, 

;#Jd /~d#11J) 
Michael S. Strekall, M.D. 
American Academy of 
Family Practice, Diplomat 
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Admendments to HB 621: 

Fix 01- ,epeal the "Addy" admendment 

Repeal Fi~ 

1 ) Page: 3 
Lines: 3-19 
Stri.ke: 

Page: 7 
Line: 25 

Section 5 

Strike: 1,900,000 
Insert: 2,000,000 

Page: 8 
L. i ne: 5 
Stl-ike: 
Insert: 

900,000 
1,000,000 

1 ) Page: 3 
Line: 14 
Strike: 
Insert: 

2) Page: 3 
Line: 17 

1,550,000 
1,650,000 

S t ,- ike: 950,000 
I r,SG1- t: 8~0, 000 

[J.:EJ2:; i r the West Y~llowstone Airoo,t Roof: 

1: Page: 9 
Line: 13 
Insert: New Section: Section 9. There is app,op~iated from 

the Stripper Well Payment contained in the Federal Special 
Revenue F'_lr-"j to the Dep.3!-tmen':: of Commel-ce 65,0(:0 f,-:<c ,epal'- of'" 

the roof at the West Yellowstone Airport. 

2) Page: '7 
Line: 25 
S tl- i k i" : 1,900,000 
I nsel- t: 1.985,000 

, 
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;- .... ~~_~ >p~r'7 STATE OF MONTANA 

1(-;, Df{ice. of the. ...£E.gu.fatiuE. 9u.caf dlnafY!l.t 

STATE CAPITOL 
HELENA, MONTANA 59620 

4061444-2986 

JUDY RIPPINGALE 
LEGISLATIVE FISCAL ANALYST 

March 13, 1987 

Senator Judy Jacobson 
Seat #16 
Montana State Senate 

Dear Senator Jacobson: 

This responds to your request concerning income tax checkoff admin
istrative funds requested by the Department of Revenue. Specifically you 
wanted my thoughts on whether the Department needed additional funds to 
administer the checkoffs. 

My thoughts can be summarized into folU' areas: 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

The department currently administers five checkoffs and receives 
special administrative funding for one; 

The costs of administering the remaining four checkoffs are 
funded from general fund; 

The costs of implementing at least two of the remaining four 
checkoffs were accomplished without adding to the income tax 
division's current level expenditure base; and 

The cost of adding a new checkoff on the income tax form could 
be minimal if the department makes modifications to reflect 
legislative changes in other income tax areas which is typical 
following a legislative session. The necessity of adding 
expenditure authority may be questionable. 

Existing Checkoffs 

The Department of Revenue currently administers, five different 
checkoffs, including Homeowner or Renter Credit, Nongame Wildlife, Child 
Abuse Prevention, Agriculture in Montana Schools, and Publjc Campaigns. 
The department is authorized to receive administrative funds from only one 
of these checkoffs: Nongame Wildlife. This funding source is included in 
the department's current level budget reviewed by the legislature. 

The costs of changing computer programs and administering the other 
checkoffs have been accomplished without additional checkoff funds; in 
effect, the administration of the remaining checkoffs is subsidized by the 
general fund. 

The legislation proposed by the Senate Taxation Committee, via the 
Director of the Department of Revenue, would allow the Department of 
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Revenue to charge each state special revenue account $1 per checkoff 
contribution or $2,000, whichever is greater, to administer the special tItI 
revenue accounts for tax checkoff programs. Because the costs of admin
istering the existing checkoffs are included in the current level expendi-
ture base, the legislature may want to consider using these funds to offset 
the general fund now used to support the administration of the checkoffs. 

New Checkoffs 

The proposed legislation would also allow the Department of Revenue 
to add expenditure authority above current level for administrative costs 
incurred with any new checkoff authorized by the legislature after January 
1, 1987, such as the veteran's cemetery checkoff proposed in House Bill 
523. 

There are two reasons why the legislature may want to question the 
necessity of adding expenditure authority. First, in the current 
biennium, the department added two checkoffs to the income tax form 
without adding to the income tax division's budgeted expenditures author
ized by the legislature even though the department indicated additional 
costs would be incurred. The income tax division was authorized to spend 
$2,832,487 in fiscal 1986 and actually spent. $2,622,073, a difference of 
$210,414. Of this difference, $93,400, was used for the division's 2 per
cent cut, $113,852 was transferred to other divisions, and $3,162 was 
unspent authority. ., 

The second reason the legislature may want to question the necessity 
of adding expenditure authority to the department's budget is that the 
actual cost of adding a checkoff to the income tax form may be very small, 
and therefore easily absorbed into the current level expenditure base. The 
income tax division administrator informed me if the department makes 
other modifications to the income tax system resulting from other legislative 
changes as they did in fiscal year 1986, the cost of adding a checkoff 
could be much smaller than originally anticipated. The division administra
tor indicated the computer charges to add two checkoffs to the income tax 
form in the current biennium were approximately $1,800 compared to the 
$4,500 estimated in the 1985 session for one checkoff. Assuming the 
additional data processing costs would. be $1,000 in the 1989 biennium, the 
legislature may want to evaluate the necessity of adding authority for an 
expenditure that could represent less than five-hundredths of one percent 
of the division's total fiscal 1988 current level budget. 

If you have further questions or any concerns, please contact me. 

Sincerely, 

Pamela D. 

PJ1:bn: sj3-13. 
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