MEETING MINUTES
HUMAN SERVICES SUBCOMMITTEE
MARCH 6, 1987

The meeting of the human services subcommittee was called to
order at 8:07 a.m. on March 6, 1987 in room 108 of the state
capitol building by Chairman Cal Winslow.

ROLL CALL: All members were present.

EXECUTIVE ACTION

HOUSE BILL 243
(56b:125) Sen Manning made a motion to PASS House Bill 243,

A voice vote was taken and the motion PASSED, with
Sen Harding and Sen Himsl voting no.

SENATE BILL 216

Peter Blouke, LFA, distributed the amendment from the
Montana Senior Citizens Association for committee considera-
tion (exhibit 1). Discussion continued on the legislation
and its intent.

(56b:235) Rep Switzer made a motion that Senate Bill 216 DO
NOT PASS. '

Sen Manning made a substitute motion that the legislation,
Senate Bill 216, DO PASS.

A roll call vote was taken and the motion FAILED, with
Sen Manning and Rep Connelly voting yes, Rep Winslow,
Sen Harding, Sen Himsl, Rep Bradley, and Rep Switzer voting
no.

Mr Blouke then distributed the current appropriation lan-
guage (exhibit 3) for committee consideration. Under
discussion was flexibility of SRS in the recipient benefit
area (pg 45, line 25 to pg 26, line 11).

(56b:344) Sen Manning made a motion to accept the current
language, with the technical adjustment of "medicaid-other"
(pg 46, line 6) to be changed to "primary care". The
accepted language reads as follows:

The department shall not expand or reduce the amount, scope,
or duration of the benefits available to recipients under
the primary care program during the 1987 biennium unless
Title XIX of the Federal Social Security Act is amended to
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require expansion or reduction of benefits as a condition of
the state receiving federal financial participation. This
provision does not prohibit the department from amending
reimbursement procedures to contain costs providing there
are no reductions in the types of services provided to
recipients or increases in the amount paid by recipients
under copayment rules.

A voice vote was taken and the motion PASSED unanimously.

NURSING BUREAU - DEPT OF HEALTH

(56B:409) Sen Manning made a motion to retain the Nursing
Bureau in the Department of Health.

Sen Himsl made a substitute motion to eliminate the Nursing
Bureau in the Department of Health.

At Rep Bradley's request, Ray Hoffman, DHES, presented a
brief overview of bureau functions.

(56b:495) In response to a question from Sen Himsl,
Mr Hoffman stated the department did not absorb this bureau
into the department as a priority because the department was
mandated by state law to provide numerous services and did
not have the latitude to do so. He stated the bureau does
provide a worthwhile service.

Chairman Winslow added that the department had suggested
eliminating the End Stage Renal Program and retaining the
Nursing Bureau.

A roll call vote was taken, and the motion FAILED, with
Rep Winslow and Sen Himsl voting vyes, Sen Manning,
Sen Harding, Rep Bradley, Rep Connelly, and Rep Switzer
voting no.

BENEFIT LEVELS - GA AND AFDC

(56b:646) Mr Blouke then covered AFDC and GA adjusted
benefit levels (adjusted to the Federal Poverty Index
(FPI)), exhibit 2. The exhibit covers total expenditures
and the average payment amount for the biennium at various
percentages, ranging from 40% to 47% of the FPI.

Discussion continued on the state medical and Medicaid
programs, populations receiving services, and the possibili-
ty of defining "inhabitant" for clarification of the exist-
ing law. Dave Lewis, DSRS, stated that clarification cannot
be limited. Mr. Lewis also noted that upon completion of
the February paid claims tapes, 90% of the state medical
expenses were in the areas of inpatient hospital and physi-
cian services.
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(57a:120) Rep Bradley noted that the medical budget was the
biggest problem. She stated the state medical budget is
skyrocketing while 1little is known about the program, i.e.
the individuals receiving services, key expenses other than
hospital, physician and prescriptions, among others. She
added it appears that there is no accountability, and people
who can not afford medical services are billing to the
state.

(57a:139) Chairman Winslow added that this is basically a
health insurance plan for the unemployed, which is now
becoming obvious to other parties as well.

Dave Lewis, DSRS, informed the committee that the general
assistance budget in the appropriation bill assumes the
department will prevail on the appeal to the Supreme Court
on the 60 day limit. If the department loses the appeal, '
another $§4 million general fund that has to go into the
general assistance budget.

Rep Switzer made a motion to establish the general assis-

tance and AFDC benefit payments at 40% of the Federal
Poverty Index for the biennium.

Rep Bradley made a substitute motion to leave the general
assistance and AFDC benefit payment level at the committee's
prior action of 47% of the Federal Poverty Index.

A roll call vote was taken and the motion PASSED, with
Sen Manning, Sen Harding, Sen Himsl, Rep Bradley and
Rep Connelly voting yes, Rep Winslow and Rep Switzer voting
no.

HOUSE BILL 581

Exhibit 4 are amendments to House Bill 581 as recommend by
SRS, and pertain to the general assistance program to bring
the payment level into compliance.

(57a:320) Sen Manning made a motion to accept the amend-
ments for House Bill 581.

A voice vote was taken and the motion PASSED unanimously.
Sen Manning made a motion to PASS House Bill 581 as amended.
A voice vote was taken and the motion PASSED unanimously.
APPROPRIATIONS LEGISLATION

(57A:365) Mr. Blouke recommended that language contained on
page 44, lines 18 - 22 of the appropriation bill would be .
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more appropriate in the narrative as a statement of intent,
rather than being in the bill itself.

Sen Manning made a motion that this language be removed from
the bill and placed in the narrative. The section reads as
follows: It is to be a priority that primary care givers
who provide direct service under case management for the
medicaid home and community-based services waiver be ac-
quainted with the mental health needs of the elderly.
Further, case management teams, care givers, and the aging
services network are to be acquainted with appropriate means
for referral and intervention. Aging information and
referral technicians are to be informed of the local ser-
vices available to address mental health needs.

A voice vote was taken and the motion PASSED unanimously.

Mr Blouke noted a change in line 24, page 44, to reflect the
current projections in the Social Services Block Grant: If
the transfer is greater than §%7%69;5%6 $1,103,548 1in
either fiscal year, a 1like amount of general fund shall
revert.

Sen Manning made a motion to change page 44, line 23 - 24 to
reflect prior committee action of a 10% transfer from the
LIEAP block grant for weatherization to read as follows:
Bight--and-sixn—tenths ten (10) percent of the low income
energy block grant shall be used for the weatherization
program in each fiscal year.

A voice vote was taken and the motion PASSED unanimously.

(57a:419) Mr Blouke stated the committee may wish to discuss
the issue of the primary care budget, and how a small
percentage change involves a large dollar amount. If the
transfer of the primary care funds could be restricted to
nursing homes, state medical, and general assistance; then
if any counties opt for state assumption, this would give
the department the flexibility to transfer some of those
funds out, which would allow them to carry through the
biennium and possibly avoid a special session due to county
assumption.

Chairman Winslow suggested that Mr Blouke draft language for
the subcommittee and full appropriation committee for review
at a later date.

Dave Lewis, DSRS stated the department was concerned about
loosing the court case or having more counties opt for
assumption and not being able to move money around. Current
language dictates if there is a shortfall in general assis-
tance, the only alternative 1is a special session.
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Mr Blouke will draft potential language on this area for
review for the full appropriation committee.

(57a:523) Sen Manning made a motion to technically clean up
the language on page 45, 1lines 6 and 7, and delete the
wording "emergency general assistance program ".

A voice vote was taken and the motion PASSED unanimously.

Rep Bradley made a motion to change the language in the
general appropriations bill, page 45 lines 11 - 13 to read
as follows: Funds appropriated in item 1BVI are for a
contract with the Montana Legal Services Corporation to
provide legal assistance to all supplemertal-seeurity-ineeme
etients general relief clients seeking eligibility for the
federal supplemental security income program and those
current recipients of supplemental security income, who have
been notified of termination of benefits, with the intent
of reducing the general assistance caseload by a minimum of
186 320 clients by the end of the 1989 biennium.

A voice vote was taken and the motion PASSED unanimously.

Sen Manning made a motion to change page 45 line 15 to read
$350,000 per year of the biennium instead of $320,000.

A volice vote was taken and the motion PASSED unanimously.

(57a:645) Sen Manning made a motion to accept page 45 lines
17 through 19 as it currently stands.

A voice vote was taken and the motion PASSED unanimously.

(57b:013) Sen Manning made a motion to strike "into or"
from page 45 1line 20. The line would read: No FTE or
spending authority may be transferred imte--or out of the
eligibility determination program or the disability determi-
nation program.

A voice vote was taken and the motion PASSED unanimously.

Sen Manning made a motion to delete page 45 lines 23 through
25 dealing with heart transplant surgery.

A voice vote was taken and the motion PASSED unanimously.

Sen Manning made a motion to change page 46 lines 13 and 14
to reflect the current budget figures of $6,540,607 for
fiscal 1988 and $6,606,013 for year 1989; and add the
language "except for any additional counties that opt to
become state assumed". Lines 13 and 14 will read: If
collections of county mill levy funds from state-assumed
counties exceed $6,540,607 in fiscal 1988 and $6,606,013 in
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fiscal 1989, the excess will be deposited to the general
fund except for any additional counties that opt to become
state assumed.

Sen Manning made a motion to include the Medicaid waiver as
a line item of the budget in the appropriations bill.

A voice vote was taken and the motion PASSED unanimously.

Sen Manning made a motion to delete page 46 lines 16 through
18 of the general appropriations bill.

A voice vote was taken and the motion PASSED unanimously.

Sen Manning made a motion to retain page 46 lines 19 and 20
in the general appropriations bill.

A voice vote was taken and the motion PASSED unanimously.
Human Rights Commission - Dept of Labor

(52b:187) Taryn Purdy, LFA, presented potential language
for the Human Rights Commission of the Department of Labor
and Industry (exhibit 5) drafted by the department.

There was discussion on clarification of the intent of the
language.

Sen Manning made a motion to adopt the language, which is as
follows: If the division receives federal funds in excess
of $105,607 for case processing and related travel in 1988
and $105,593 for 1989, the division will revert such excess
to the general fund. Any EEOC federal funds made available
up to this limit or other federal funds made available to
the division to provide other services must be budget
amended.

A voice vote was taken and the motion PASSED unanimously,
with Sen Manning and Rep Bradley absent.

The meeting was adjourned at 9:50 a.m. (57b:318)

/ ,

Cal Winslow, Chairman

cw/gmc/3.6
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ROLL CALL VOTE

HUMAN SERVICES SUBCOMMITTEE
DATE March 6, 1987 AGENCY Senate Bill 216 NUMBER 1
NAME AYE NAY
Rep. Cal Winslaow, Chairman XXX

|_Sen. Richard Manning, Vice Chairman XXX
Sen. Ethel Harding XXX
Sen. Matt Himsl XXX
Repn nnrnfhy Rraﬂ1py rXX

Rep. Mary Ellen Connelly XK
Rep. Dean Switzer XXX

5

@\%m (\lehmj\

(2 fhd>

ec#etary Chairman
Motlon' ‘ i S
Rill 216 DO PASS
;
-

Form CS-31A

Rev.
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ROLL CALL VOTE

HUMAN SERVICES SUBCOMMITTEE
DATE March 6, 1987 AGENCY Department of Health NUMBER 2
Nursing Bureau
NAME AYE NAY
Rep. (Cal Winslow, Chairman XXX
| _Sen. Richard Manning, Vice Chairman XXX
Sen. Ethel Harding ' XXX
Sen. Matt Himsl XXX
Rep. Dorothy Bradley XXX
Rep. Mary Ellen Connelly XXX
Rep. Dean Switzer XXX
TALLY 5
Qm Om Ao QZ%M
ec etary Chairman
Motlon' ' _Sen Himsl made a substitute motion to eliminate the

Nursing Bureau in the Department of Health.

’
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Rev. 1985




ROLL CALL VOTE

HUMAN SERVICES SUBCOMMITTEE
DATE March 6. 1987 AGENCY General Assistance 47% NUMBER 3
NAME AYE NAY
Repn. Cal Winslow, Chairman XXX
| _Sen. Richard Manning, Vice Chairman XXX
Sen. Ethel Harding XXX
Sen. Matt Himsl XXX
Rep Dnrni—hy Bradley XXX
Rep. Mary Ellen Connelly XXX
Rep. Dean Switzer XXX
TALLY 5 2

@fhl @b@h

?fs cr#t&ty

M Hion: Rep Bradley made a substitute motion to leave the general

‘Chairm

assistnace and AFDC benefit payment level at the committee's

prior action of 47% of the Federal Poverty Index.

)

Form CS-31A
Rev. 1985




Senate Finance & Claims Committes

AMENDMENT TO SEMATE EBILL 2146

1. Page 3. line 7.

Followings "{1)."

Insert: A woman eligible Tor medical assisztance under this
subsection at the onset of pregnancy continues to be
eligible Tor prenatal. delivery., and postpartum medical
assistance if har income increases during the pregnancy
as long a&s it dees not exceed 133% of the faderal
poverty threshold.”
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EXHIBIT— Z:_. =
DATE -2 ﬁ:

HB8

Amendment to House Bill 581, Third Reading Copy

1. Title, page 1, line 4
Following: ENTITLED: "AN ACT"
Insert: "GENERALLY REVISING THE LAWS RELATING TO GENERAL
RELIEF ASSISTANCE; INCREASING BENEFIT LEVELS,

2. Page 2, line 2
Following: "1"
Strike: "212"
Insert: '"222"

3. Page 2, line 3
Following: "2"
Strike: "282"
Insert: '"298"

4. Page 2, line 4
Following: "3"
Strike: "354"
Insert: "376"

5. Page 2, line 5
Following: "4"
Strike: "426"
Insert: '"452"

6. Page 2, line 6
Following: "5"
Strike: "501"
Insert: '"529"

7. Page 2, line 7
Following: "6"
Strike: "570"
Insert: '606"

8. Page 2, line 8
Following: "7"
Strike: "642"
Insert: '"683"

9. Page 2, line 9
Following: "8"
Strike: "713"
Insert: "760"

10. Page 2, line 10
Following: "9"
Strike: "785"
Insert: "837"



11.

Page 2, line 11

Following:

"10 or more"

Strike: "857"
Insert: "914"

Submitted by:

Department of Social and
Rehabilitation Services
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POTENTIAL LANGUAGE - DEPARTMENT OF LABOR AND INDUSTRY
HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION

If the division receives federal funds in excess of the
amount for case processing and related travel totaling for
fiscal year 1988 $105,607 and for fiscal year 1989 $105,593,
the division will revert such excess to the general fund.
Any EEOC federal funds made available up to this limit or
other federal funds made available to the division to
provide other services will have to be approved through the
regular budget amendment process.

Any federal funds received in excess of $96,000 in
fiscal 1988 and $96,000 in fiscal 1989 in the Human Rights
Division shall revert to the general fund.
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IF YOU CARE TO WRITE COMMENTS, ASK SECRETARY FOR WITNESS STATEMENT FORM.

PLEASE LEAVE PREPARED STATEMENT WITH SECRETARY.
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