MINUTES
NATURAL RESOURCES SUBCOMMITTEE
50TH LEGISLATIVE SESSION
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

February 19, 1987

The meeting of the Natural Resources Subcommittee was
called to order by Chairman Swift on February 19, 1987,
at 9:12 a.m. in room 317 of the State Capitol.

ROLL CALL: All subcommittee members were present with
the exception of Senator Boylan. Also present were
Carl Schweitzer, Senior Fiscal Analyst, from the Office
of the Legislative Fiscal Analyst (LFA) and Karen
Vollstedt, Budget Analyst, from the Office of Budget
and Program Planning (OBPP).

Tape 81A
HB 463 EXHIBIT 1

Rep. Cobb spoke on behalf of HB 463, an act to provide
for management of the Sun River Ear Mountain, and
Blackleaf Wildlife Management areas. These areas are
located near Augusta and Choteau, Montana. Rep. Cobb
explained that currently there is a manager and
assistant on these game ranges. This bill would
mandate that Fish, Wildlife, and Parks (FW&P) continue
to have a manager on this game range. Rep. Cobb said
it is his understanding that when the present manager
retires, there will not be a full time manager in this
area. Rep. Cobb said the manager and assistant are
doing a full time job on the game ranges now, and they
need those full time positions to manage the wildlife,
grasslands, and to keep out poachers.

Rep. Cobb explained that FW&P is currently closing down
management positions on game ranges as the managers
retire.

Jim Flynn, Director, FW&P, spoke in opposition to the
bill. Mr. Flynn said that the department feels the

appropriate place to set FTE levels is in the process
set up by appropriations in the House, and finance in
the Senate. Mr. Flynn explained that FW&P does have
goals, objectives, and responsibilities that go along
with maintenance of each game range. The department
attempts to manage game ranges in the most economical
way. Mr. Flynn said that in the last few years, the
department has found that using work crews out of the
regional headquarters to service game ranges, is a

better use of manpower and dollars. As a result, the
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department has begun to take more and more of the full
time people off of game ranges.

Mr. Flynn requested that the subcommittee not approve
this legislation.

In reply to a question from Sen. Story, Rep. Cobb said
that HB 463 was passed by the House Fish and Ganme
Committee.

In answer to questions, Mr. Flynn explained that there
is now a full time and assistant person at the Sun
River Game Range. The manager of that area is
approaching retirement. Mr. Flynn said there have been
nc decisions made for moving the FTEs off that game
range. In other game ranges, the FTEs have been moved
off the permanent locations.

Rep. Manuel said that on the winter game range there
should be a live-in manager to look out for the best
interests of the wildlife. In answer to a question
from Rep. Devlin, Mr. Flynn said there are nocw 2.2 FTEs
authorized at Sun River game range.

Sen. Story said that House Fish and Game approved this
bill. He felt it was not the business of this
subcommittee to make game range decisions. Sen. Story
said that this bill should be allowed to go over to the
Senate. Sen. Smith agreed with Sen. Story. He also
said that he would not vote to kill any bill in this
subcommittee because it should go through the regular
process.

Mr. Flynn said that this bill will add .8 FTE that is
not in the budget now.

Rep. Cobb closed by saying the trend to take management
off game ranges concerns him. He said the issue 1is,
who is going to manage and protect the wildlife on the
Rocky Mountain Front.

Rep. Spaeth MOVED that HB 463 be amended to take out .8
FTE. Motion passed unanimously.

Sen. Story MOVED that HB 463 pass as amended. Motion
passed unanimously.

The meeting adjourned at 9:45 a.m.
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SUBCOIMMITTEE ACTION REPORT

THE FOLLOWING BILL WAS REFERRED TO MY SUBCOMMITTEE ON;

AND WAS HEARD ON Pﬂaﬁjgglci . THE RECOMMENDED ACTION FOLLOWS:

HB -M;ZZ HIR HR SB SR SJR OTHER

THE SUBCOMIMITTEE RECOMMENDED:

DO PASS DO NOT PASS DO PASS AS AMENDED L////

TABLED POSTPONED

OTHER ACTION

Bl sk, 2-19-%7

Secretary [ . Date {

Orvomded. 1 elvmumate . g
FTE .
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THE FOLLOWING BILL WAS REFERRED TO MY SUBCOMMITTEE ON_.v

——
AND WAS HEARD ON \/QJ) N \ 9 . THE RECOMMENDED ACTION FOLLOWS:

HB Z(;Z ) HJIR HR SB SR SJR OTHER

THE SUBCOMMITTEE RECOMMENDED: .

DO PASS DO NOT PASS DO PASS AS AMENDED V
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TABLED POSTPOWED

OTHER ACTION
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