
MINUTES OF THE MEETING 
INSTITUTIONS AND CULTURAL EDUCATION SUBCOW1ITTEE 

50TH LEGISLATIVE SESSION 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

February 13, 1987 

The twenty -eighth meeting of the Institutions and Cultural 
Education Subcommittee was called to order on February 18, 
1987 at 8:12 a.m. in room 202-A of the state capitol with 
Chairman Miller presiding. 

ROLL CALL: All members were present as were Keith Wol­
cott, Senior Analyst for the Legislative Fiscal Analyst 
(LFA).; Alice Omang, secretary; George Harris of the Of­
fice of Budget and Program Planning (OBPP); Carroll South, 
Director of the Department of Institutions; and various 
other representatives of the Department and other guests. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION: 

Montana State Prison: Tape: 28-1-A:OIO 

Mr. Wolcott referred to exhibits 3 and 4 of the tenth 
meeting, dated January 20, 1987, and reviewed the issues 
with the committee. 

Senator Bengtson moved that they ACCEPT the executive's 
recommendation on personal services in the Care and Custody 
Program. The motion CARRIED unanimously. 

(78) Mr. Wolcott reviewed the seven issues under operating 
expense for the Care and Custody Program. 

(122) Senator Bengtson moved that they ACCEPT the execu­
tive's recommendation on operating expenses. The motion 
CARRIED unanimously. 

Mr. Wolcott reviewed the issue under equipment and Mr. Har­
ris explained that they had in mind the vehicle the patrols 
the perimeter of the prison, but the amount is discretion­
ary. 

Hank Risley, Warden at Montana State Prison, informed the 
committee that they bought a vehicle in the special session 
in 1982 and they bought one out of their regular appropria­
tion in 1983 and both of them have been rebuilt, and they 
are still in use and one was completely overhauled at 
250,000 miles and the other one overhauled at 140,000, 
and they can't determine how long these are going to last. 
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Senator Bengtson moved that they ACCEPT the executive's 
recommendation on equipment for both years of the bienni­
um. The motion CARRIED unanimously. 

(165) Mr. Wolcott reviewed the two issues under funding 
as per exhibit 3 of the tenth meeting, dated January 20, 
1987. 

Senator Bengtson moved that they ACCEPT the executive's 
recommendation on funding in the Care and Custody Program. 
She stated that her feeling is that they don't need to 
take that alcohol money and it should go to the counties. 
The motion CARRIED unanimously. 

Dan Russel, Adminstrator of the Corrections Division of 
the Montana State Prison, advised the committee that 
there are a couple of areas wherein they are requesting 
spending authority, i.e., contract improvement funds for 
$869 for the Federal Bureau of Prisons and they have a 
National Institute of Corrections grant for $25,000 for 
a special needs offender's treatment unit. 

Senator Bengtson moved that they ALLOW the spending authori­
ty for the $25,000 for the grant and for $869 for the 
contract improvement funds. The motion CARRIED unani­
mously. 

Senator Bengtson moved that this be a biennial appropria­
tion in case they don't get the money all spent in one 
year. The motion CARRIED unanimously. 

Senator Bengtson moved that they APPLY 1.68% for direct 
care and 4% for all other personnel on vacancy savings. 
The motion CARRIED unanimously. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION: 

Swan River Forest Camp: Tape: 28-I-A:226 

Senator Bengtson moved that they APPLY 0% vacancy savings 
on this program. The motion CARRIED unanimously. 

Mr. Harris advised that the modification request was for 
contract improvement funds that was earned prior to FY 82, 
but were unexpended and the request is for $3516 each year 
of the biennium. 
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Senator Bengtson moved that they ALLOW the spending 
authority for $7,032 for the biennium. The motion CAR­
RIED unanimously. 

Senator Bengtson moved that the ALLOW spending authori­
ty of $4,000 in FY 88 for the Carl Perkins grant. The 
motion CARRIED unanimously. 

Mr. Wolcott advised that they had a revised estimate for 
electricity for their new addition and requested $1,916 
in FY 88 and $2,215 in FY 89. 

Senator Bengton moved that they ACCEPT the executive's 
recommendation for personal services. The motion CAR­
RIED unanimously. 

Senator Bengtson moved that they ACCEPT the executive's 
recommendations for operating expenses plus the utilities 
for FY 88 and FY 89. The motion CARRIED unanimously. 

Mr. Russell advised that on equipment, they have requested 
a new washing machine as the rnaintenanc::e! and repairs on 
the commercial washer they have has' been so great and 
the company advises that it is no longer cost effective 
to work on it. 

Senator Bengtson moved that they ACCEPT the executive's 
recommendations on equipment of $8,000 for the biennium. 
The motion CARRIED unanimously. 

Senator Bengtson moved that they ACCEPT the executive's 
recommendation on the funding. The motion CARRIED unani­
mosuly. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION: 

Corrections Medical: Tape: 28-l-A:385 

Mr. Wolcott distributed exhibit 1 to the committee and 
gave an overview of the two issues under operating expen­
ses. 

Mr. Risley advised that the prison has only been able to 
provide emergency dental care on their present schedule 
and urged the committee to increase this dental contract 
from five days every two weeks to five days per week. 
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There was considerable discussion on providing additional 
dental care for the prisoners. 

(640) Senator Bengtson moved that they ACCEPT the execu­
tive's recommendation on operating expenses. The motion 
FAILED with a tie vote of 3 to 3. See Roll Call Vote. 

Senator Bengtson moved that they ACCEPT the LFA recommenda­
tion for Corrections Medical. 

Senator Haffey asked if this was for the entire medical 
budget that assumes that they will not have the popula­
tion increase. 

Senator Bengtson moved that they ACCEPT the executive's 
budget with the dental increase eliminated. The motion 
CARRIED unanimously. 

Tape: 28-1-B 

Mr. South contended that because they took a vote on the 
increase in the dental contract and that vote failed, this 
tells him that even if the court orders them to increase 
the dental treatment, he can't; but if he does h(~ is in 
violation of HB 357, if it passes, and the penalty for 
that is to be removed from office by whoever authorizes 
that. He indicated that he was concerned about how their 
vote would translate into legislative intent. 

Chairman Miller responded that, if he remembered correctly, 
there was a 5% leeway that they would have on thE:!ir entire 
operating budget within their department. 

Mr. South said that he was worried about how this would be 
written up in the formal narr~tive that goes along with 
the appropriation bill and if this becomes part of that 
formal narrative, he wondered where that would leave him, 
because they have taken a definite action on that and legis­
lative intent, at this point in time, is for them to use 
a dentist for only five days every other week. 

Chairman Miller noted that their operating budget was 
for $810,000 alone in this one department and he would have 
to be really high to use 5% of $1 to $2 million to cover 
this. 
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Senator Bengtson said that she did not believe that this 
was the intent of this committee to cause a problem such 
as this and she withdrew her motion. 

(040) Senator Bengtson again moved that they ACCEPT cur­
rent level recommended by the LFA. 

Senator Haffey indicated that this motion would take down 
the whole medical budget. 

Mr. Russell suggested that they take the LFA figures with 
the population increase. 

Senator Bengtson moved that they ACCEPT the LFA recommenda­
tions with the population increase adjusted. The motion 
CARRIED unanimously. 

PROPOSED BILL BY REPRESENTATIVE MENAHAN: 

(067) Representative Menahan informed the committee that 
Rivendell in Billings is full and there is a waiting list. 
He said that there have been a couple of extreme cases 
wherein there was no place to place these people and the 
private facilities did not want to accept them so Mr. 
South has placed these youngsters in Warm Springs, which 
is in violation of state law. He advised that he has put 
in a bill that says for a short period of time for an evalua­
tion period and for a period of time to get them under con­
trol, they may be placed at Warm Springs until there is an 
available bed. 

Mr. South advised that they have had four direct committ­
ments to the Department since Rivendell has taken over 
that facility and they are full, and they have handled one 
by getting a transfer to Rivendell Salt Lake facility (all 
of the other Rivendell facilities in the country are full with 
waiting lists); they have one juvenile in a private hospital 
and supposedly they are suppose to be paying the bills for 
that and then they have two in the State Hospital. He said 
that the judges are indicating that, dispite the fact that 
Rivendell is full, the state still has the responsibili-
ty to take care of these kids. 
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There was some discussion and questions raised in connec~ 
tion with this proposal. 

ADJOURNMENT: There being no further business, the meeting 
was adjourned at 9:11 a.m. 

REPRESENTATIVE MILLER, Chairman 



DAILY ROLL CALL 

INSTITUTIONS AND CULTURAL EDUCATION SUB COMMITTEE 

50th LEGISLATIVE SESSION -- 1987 

Date Feb. 13, 1987 

------------------------------- --------- -_._----------------------
NAME PRESENT ABSENT EXCUSED 

Rep. Hiller, Chairman 
,~ 

Sen. Bengtson, Vice Chairman L./" 

Sen. Haffey ~ 
Sen. Tveit v 
Rep. Henahan .t.,..../. 

Rep. Menke V 

} 

I I 

I 
CS-30 



ROLL CALL VOTE. 

INSTITUTIONS AND CULTURAL EDUCATION SURCOHMITTEE 

DATE February 18, 1987 

AGENCY Corrections Medical 

NUMBER __ ~#~J ____ __ 

NAME AYE NAY ... 

REP. RON HILLER, CHAIRMAN _x 

SEN. BENGTSON, V.CHAIRMAN x 
.. 

SEN. HAFFEY X 
.. 

SEN. TVEIT X 

REP. ME NAHAN x 

REP. MENKE _X .~ 

TALLY 3 3 

Secretary ~ .. Chairman 

Motion: __ ~T~o~a~c~c~e~p~t~t~h~e~e~x~e~_c~u~t~l~'v~e=-'=s_' ~r~e~c~o~mm~.~e~n~d~a~t~i=o~n_~o~n~ ___ 

operating expenses 
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