MINUTES OF THE MEETING
EDUCATION SUBCOMMITTEE
50TH LEGISLATURE

January 9, 1987

The meeting of the education subcommittee was called to
order by Chairman Dennis Nathe at 4:20 p.m. on Friday,
January 9, 1987 in Room 104 of the State Capitol.

ROLL CALL: All members were present. Also present were
Dori Nielson, Jim Haubein and Jane Hamman of the Legislative
Fiscal Analysts' office, Norm Rostocki of the Office of
Budget and Program Planning and Deb Thompson, Secretary.

(Continued) EXECUTIVE ACTION: SCHOOL FOR THE DEAF AND BLIND.

The transportation issue will need to be resolved. Final
action on operating expenses will be postponed until later
next week after a conference between the subcommittee and
Rick Bartos of the Office of Public Instruction.

Education: Personal services were discussed. Committee
members questioned the funding level relative to maintaining
staff. There are contracts on the interpretor tutor and the
teacher aides aggregate positions. Reduced funding would
mean not funding contracts and an aide would have to be laid
off. Substitutes are half of the money but have averaged
about $30,000 a year and that is what is requested for that
position.

Senator Jacobson inquired as to whether there was a differ-
ence 1in vacancy savings in the three positions and what
funding would be sufficient.

Senator Jacobson moved to accept personal services at
current level plus the addition of 87,611 per vyear to
fulfill contracts. The motion PASSED unanimously.

The positions funded with Chapter 1 funds may need to be
reduced due to a decrease 1in future carryover funding.
Current estimates of funding will be available when funding
level decisions are made.

Discussion concerning vacancy savings addressed the need to
fill teachers' positions.

Senator Jacobson moved to change vacancy savings for person-
al services to 1 (one) percent by reducing the 4 percent
figure for the educational section and changing the funding
accordingly. The motion PASSED unanimously.
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Discussion concerning operating expenses included the
question of textbooks (280) purchase by the School for the
Deaf and Blind for use in the public schools. Mr. Deming,
the director, explained the the purchase of new braille and
other special textbooks are centralized through the school.
The request for new textbooks are a one-time addition to
replace three o0ld textbook series.

Representative Peck moved to accept current level for
operating expenses with the addition of §$9,750 in each
fiscal year for textbooks. The motion PASSED unanimously.

Senator Hammond moved to not put back into the budget the
operating expenses that are reduced in issues 5, educational
supplies, and 6, postage. The motion PASSED unanimously.

Discussion of education program funding centered around the

reduction in Chapter 1 federal funds. Representative Peck
expressed concern about replacing federal funds with state
money. Positions currently in place funded by Chapter I

will be impacted.

Representative Peck moved to deny Item 1 under revenues of
$3,100 in FY88 and $24,019 in FY89 to use general fund to
replace the loss or drop of federal dollars under Chapter 1.
The motion PASSED unanimously.

(5-1-B-001)

Senator Jacobson moved to accept current level funding plus
$9,750 each fiscal year for operating expenses, $7,611 per
year for personal services plus the reduction of wvacancy
savings from 4 percent to 1 percent per year. The motion
PASSED unanimously.

Equipment: Possible purchases of equipment with either
extra funds generated through utility cost savings or from
surplus property was discussed. The purchase of a van in
fiscal 1986 that was disapproved for purchase by this
committee in the 1985 legislative session was also dis-
cussed.

Senator Jacobson moved to allow $12,000 each year of the
biennium for total equipment purchases. The motion PASSED
unanimously.

Senator Jergeson made a motion to reinsert the figures of
the equipment authorizations back into their respective
divisions within the school and to adjust the funding totals
accordingly. The motion PASSED unanimously.
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Audiology: Mr. DeVoe presented a report concerning the
committee request for information on revised expenditures if
the audiology budget were increased to approximately

$660,000. He would recommend increases in audiologist time
in therapy, counseling, inservice training and an increase
in back-up equipment. He also stated that more private

audiological services are available than in the past.

Senator Jacobson raised the issue of fee charges for
followup services based on ability to pay. The state has
always provided services free. Action on this matter was
deferred until next week.

ADJOURNMENT : Chairman Nathe announced the meeting for
executive action for the board of public education budget
for 8:00 a.m. Saturday, January 10. The meeting adjourned

at 6:00 p.m.

DENNIS NATHE, Chairman

dt/1-9A



DAILY ROLL CALL

EDUCATION SUB coMMITTEE

.50th LEGISLATIVE SESSION =-- 1987

Da te l' e \ -

NAME PRESENT ABSENT EXCUSED

Rep. Dennis Nathe, Chairman

Sen. Judy Jacobsen, Vice Ch.

Sen. Swede Hammond

Sen. Greg Jergeson

V
_/
Rep. Dennis Iverson o

Rep. Ray Peck
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ISSUE 1: PERSONAL SERVICES, DIFFERENCES

Table 1
Education Substitute Aggregate Position - Intrepreter Tutor
Fiscal Year 1983 through 1986

-------- Actual - - - - - - - - - Request

| FY 1983 FY 1984 FY 1985 FY 1986 FY 1988
Actual Costs $99,296 $79,144 $87,166 $74,938 $74,804
Actual Hours 7,491 13,157 14,408 11,831 14,881
Average Hourly Rate $13.26 $6.02 $6.05 $6.33 $5.03
Actual FTE 3.59 6.30 6.90 5.67 7.10
Budgeted FTE 7.10 7.10 7.10 7.10 7.10

Table 2

Education Substitute Aggregate Position #98300
Fiscal Year 1983 through 1986

-------- Actual - - - - - - - - - Request

FY 1983 FY 1984 FY 1985 FY 1986 FY 1988

Actual Costs $39,412 $40,794 $36,243 $62,431 $67,314
Actual Hours 5,043 5,042 5,312 9,913 7,525
Average Hourly Rate $7.82 $8.09 $6.82 $6.30 $8.94
Actual FTE 2.42 2.41 2.54 4.74 3.59
Budgeted FTE 3.55 3.55 3.59 3.59 3.59

Table 3

Education Substitute Aggregate Position #98301
Fiscal Year 1983 through 1986

-------- Actual - - - - - - - - - Request

FY 1983 FY 1984 FY 1985 FY 1986 FY 1988

Actual Costs $29,080 $35,392 $32,268 $20,842 $29,696
Actual Hours 4,753 6,408 5,648 4,415 3,060
Average Hourly Rate $6.12 $5.52 $5.71 $4.72 $9.70
Actual FTE 2.28 3.07 2.70 2.11 1.46

Budgeted FTE 1.46 1.46 1.46 1.46 1.46




Based on the information shown for fiscal 1986 in the three tables the positions
~ were adjusted to the average hourly rate as shown in fiscal 1986 and adjusted to
” fiscal 1987. The adjustments are as follows:

Intrepreter Tuitor Position - $ 21,430
Substitute Position #98300 - (13,791)
Substitute Position #98301 -~ (15,290)
Net Decrease $_.7.611_
v
JH1:sasdb.
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SUMMARY OF THE RECORDS DOCUMENTING CHANGE IN PAYING
TRANSPORTATION COSTS FROM SCHOOL DISTRICTS TO THE AGENCY

On June 13, 1978, The Board of Public Education responded to a request
from Floyd McDowell, Superintendent of the Montana School for the Deaf
and Blind, for a new program to allow transportation home on weekends.
The board adopted a motion authorizing him to work out a plan for the
program in cooperation with School Transportation, Office of Public In-
struction; the Office of Budget and Program Planning; and the Legislative
Fiscal Analyst.

In the fall of 1978, the school initiated a travel program to transport the
students of the school to their homes on weekends. The trial program
called for 12 weekends home during fiscal 1979, according to the 1981
biennium Budget Analysis, which also stated that the costs of transporta-
tion were paid by the student's parents who submitted claims to their local
school districts for reimbursement of the travel costs.

Education Subcommittee on Appropriations minutes from January 17, 1979,
report that Mr. McDowell stated the school was making the travel arrange-
ments, purchasing the tickets for whatever commercial transportation was
being used, and then billing the parents. The costs were nearly $1,500
per weekend and the general fund appropriation for the school was used to
pay for the tickets. The parents were reimbursed by the local school
districts twice a year, at the end of January and at the end of June. The
state warrant for transportation reimbursement was made out to the par-
ents and the parents reimbursed the school. Legislators expressed concern
that there was no guarantee the parents would repay the current operating
fund of the school. In addition, it was noted that the school billed the
parents the actual amount of the ticket and in some cases this was less
than the actual amount of 12 cents per mile the parents were being reim-
bursed.

Therefore, the committee recommended the student travel funds be appro-
priated directly to the school to eliminate the need for parents' reimburse-
ment and to save some money because the actual cost of the travel tickets
was in some instances less than the reimbursement by the school dis-

tricts.

On February 8, 1979, the Education Subcommittee adopted a motion that
the parents of students enrolled at the school not be reimbursed for travel
from the Office of Public Instruction, but that the school be reimbursed
directly. It was also moved that the suggested appropriation language be
adopted.



The general appropriations bill, House Bill 483, Montana Session Laws for
1979, states, "Notwithstanding 20-10-142, transportation costs for students
who reside outside Cascade County who attend the school for the deaf and
blind shall be paid only by the school for the deaf and blind." A review
of the reading copies of this bill shows that there were no amendments to
this language; therefore, it is concluded that this was the same language
included by action of the subcommittee cited above on February 8.

The 1981 biennium Appropriations Report states that funds of $25,000 a
year are added to pay students' travel home on approximately 12 weekends
a year. Transportation costs for students who reside outside Cascade
County are to be paid only by the school for the deaf and blind. The
county in which the child lives will no longer pay the transportation costs
as in the prior biennium. :



S50TH LEGISLATIVE SESSION -- 1987 |

ROLL CALL VOTE

EDUCATION SUBCOMMITTEE
DATE 1-9-87 acency Fire Services Training Sghagls 1
T —
NAME AYE NAY |
Rep. Dennis Nathe, Chairman ' % |
Sen. Judy Jacobsen, Vice Ch. X |
Sen. Swede Hammond X 1
Rep. Dennis Iverson %
Sen. Greg Jergeson % |
Rep. Ray Peck X
|
|
5
i
l
|
-
TALLY 2 4
Deb Thompson Rep. Dennis Nathe
Secretary Chairman }
Motion: Senator Jacobsen made a motion to accept LFA current
level and add $3,300 per year of the biennium for travel.

Form CS-31A - 5
Rev. 1985 {



