
MINUTES OF THE MEETING 
HOUSE APPROPRIATIONS COMMITTEE 

50TH LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

The meeting of the House Appropriations Committee was called 
to order by Chairman Rep. Gene Donaldson on April 22, 1987 
at 5:30 p.m. in Room 108 of the State Capitol. 

ROLL CALL: All members were present at the meeting except 
Rep. Thoft, Iverson, Rehberg and Spaeth who were excused. 
Also in Attendande was Peter Blouke, LFA and Denise Thomp­
son, Secretary. 

,'I 

HB 913: Rep. Bardanouve presented the bill to the committee 
saying it brings the law in compliance with the Switzer 
amendment with regard to the minimum amount of AFDC pay­
ments. He stated $2,479,818 additional general fund would 
be required in HB 2 if the amendments were not implemented. 
The amendments can not be used without this legislation. 
Rep. Winslow supported the bill saying that this would 
legally lower the poverty level. Dave Lewis, Director of 
the Department of Social and Rehabilitative Services re­
marked this would freeze the support level for AFDC to two 
years .if the statute stand as it is now. The reduction 
could instigate some litigation which would case more 
expense. 

Sue Fifield of the Low Income Coalition spoke regarding the 
bill saying that she wanted to clarify the assumption that 
all AFDC people receive some kind of subsidized housing. 
This is incorrect and in fact, the majority of the people do 
not receive it. There is not a penny of their AFDC checks 
that does not go for necessities as there is no extra money 
available as previously remarked by the committee. The $923 
income that was figured by certain members takes a lot of 
things into account that are not necessarily received by the 
majority of these people. 

(122:A:l0.32) Mr. Jim Smith of the Human Resources Council 
said the $923 amount is held on a questionable assumption. 
It seems that the poverty level at 40 percent is asking AFDC 
people to live on 25 percent of the medical income person 
salary in Montana. 

Rep. Winslow asked Mr. Lewis how he felt about the legisla­
ture asking him one thing and him doing another. Mr. Lewis 
stated he is bound to follow the statute. Even the legisla­
ture can not override the state. If the legislature wants 
to make the change as Rep. Switzer suggested, then they must 
change the statute. 
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Rep. Bradley said that 4 million dollars of federal funds 
will be lost over the biennium if this is passed as there 
will not be the match monies required. She also said that 
the rapid trend in AFDC population increase are not neces­
sarily long staying people, but the ones who are on for an 
average of 5 months. 

Rep. Quilici asked Mr. Lewis if the 1/3 match for AFDC with 
federal funds, was correct. Mr. Lewis replied yes. Rep. 
Quilici also asked if this bill passes and we go to court, 
would we lose the federal funds or could we get them back. 
Mr. Lewis stated if we lost, we should be able to get them 
back. 

(122:A:27.49) Rep. Winslow moved to DO PASS HB 912. Rep. 
Switzer supported the motion. Rep. Peck called the ques­
tion. There was a roll call vote. Reps. Donaldson, 
Winslow, Bardanouve, Devlin, Manuel, Menke, Miller, Nathe, 
Peck, Poulsen, Quilici, Swift and Switzer voted YES. Reps. 
Bradley, Connelly, Menahan, and Quilici voted NO. The 
motion CARRIED by 12 to 4. 

Rep. Bardanouve spoke in regard to the General Assistance 
Lawsuit and stated he had talked with Chief Justice Turnage 
who told him that a request from the legislature or the 
Appropriations Committee would possibility speed up the 
transcript and the case. 

Mr. Lewis stated the hold up is the transcript. Apparently 
the court reporter is so busy she is unable to complete the 
transcript in a reasonable amount of time. If criminal 
cases come before the court, they have priority and there­
fore, it has been difficult for her to complete the tran­
script. Rep. Winslow moved that a letter be drafted to the 
Chief Justice in regard to this matter with possible solu­
tions. The committee will review the letter prior to it 
being mailed. Rep. Quilici called the question. The motion 
CARRIED unanimously. 

ADJOURNMENT: 

There being no further business before the committee the 
meeting was adjourned at 6:45 p.m. 

, 
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Rep. Gene Donaldson, Chairman 
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c
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b
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r
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