
MINUTES

Commission on Courts of Limited Jurisdiction (COCOLJ)
Whitefish, MT
April 28, 2014
Members Present:  Hon. Perry Miller, Hon. Larry Carver, Hon. Gary Olsen, Hon. Bob Wood, Hon. Steve Fagenstrom, Hon. Doug Harkin, Hon. Jessie Connolly, Bernie Cassidy, Peggy Tonon, Kelly Addy, and Bill Hooks. 
Members Participating Via Telephone or Video:  None
Members Absent:  Jackie Schara and Justice Jim Rice.
Staff Present:  Shauna Ryan
Guests: Hon. Michele Snowberger, Hon. Wanda James
Judge Miller called the meeting to order at 1:05 p.m.
PUBLIC COMMENT:  Judge Snowberger reported that this conference would be the last one wherein she would serve on the Nuts and Bolts panel.  She is attempting to recruit Judge Steve Muth and hopes to have him on board by the spring of 2015.
OLD BUSINESS: 
Minutes:  The minutes from the meeting on March 21, 2014, were reviewed.   A motion was made by Kelly Addy and seconded by Peggy Tonon that the minutes be approved.  The motion passed unanimously.
Waiver of Training Requirements/Update – Judge Wanda James:   Judge James appeared as directed by the COCOLJ.  The Commission welcomed Judge James back to the bench.  The Commission sent the tapes from the Fall 2013 conference to Judge James and requested that she review the same.  Judge James stated that she had reviewed the tapes as required.  Judge Wood moved that Judge James resume her duties as judge and that the commission waive any other training requirements.  Judge Fagenstrom seconded the motion and it carried unanimously. 
Benchbook Update/Approval of Forms:  Judge Snowberger distributed a new packet of forms for the Commission to review and approve.  The following forms were reviewed with recommendations as follows:

1) Omnibus Checklist for Judge – Remanded to subcommittee

2) Omnibus Memorandum – Remanded to subcommittee

3) General Information City Court – Approved for placement in the deskbook

4) General Information Municipal Court – Approved for placement in the deskbook

5) General Information Separation of Powers – Approved for placement in the deskbook

6) Omnibus Information Sheet – W/D from approved list and remand to subcommittee

7) SRL What is Discovery? – W/D from approved list and remand to subcommittee

8) Subpoena Information Sheet – W/D from approved list and remand to subcommittee

9) Unclaimed Property Memo to Transfer Funds – Tabled for IT

10) Initial Appearance Checklist – Approved as amended

11) Initial Appearance Packet – Approved as amended

12) Arraignment Checklist – Approved as amended

13) Arraignment Packet – Approved as amended

14) Petition to Revoke – Approved

15) Order Status Hearing on Petition to Revoke – Approved as amended

16) Waiver of Preliminary Hearing – Approved as amended

17) Order Transferring Case and Transmitting Bond – Approved as amended

18) Order for a Substitute Judge – Approved as amended

19) Notice to District Court Order on Substitute Judge – Remanded to subcommittee

Fall 2014 Certification School – Update:  Shauna Ryan reported that she had contacted all of the suggested presenters with the exception of Stacey Gordon (Legal Research and Resources), and Judge Larry Herman (Small Claims).  The Commission will wait to review the survey results of the spring conference before deciding on the presenter for Legal Research.  Shauna reported she was having difficulty in tracking down Judge Herman.  Judge Carver has Judge Herman’s cell number and will pass that information along.  Also, it was discussed and determined that Bill Hooks, Bernie Cassidy and Kelly Addy would cover Criminal Procedure, rather than utilizing outside resources.  Proposed test questions are being requested for initial review by June 15th.  
NEW BUSINESS:
COCOLJ Member Terms to Expire 6/30/14:

Doug Harkin – Judge Harkin did not know if the Chief Justice would opt to reappoint him since he is no longer in office.  If the Chief is agreeable, Judge Harkin would like to continue to serve on the Commission.  
Kelly Addy – Mr. Addy advised that he was interested in serving another term.

Bernie Cassidy – Mr. Cassidy advised that he was interested in serving another term.  

Judge Carver moved that the Commission approve and recommend to the Chief Justice that Judge Harkin, Kelly Addy and Bernie Cassidy be appointed to serve another term on the Commission.  Judge Olsen seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.  Shauna Ryan will notify the Court.       
Approve Requests for Waiver of Training for Spring 2014 Conference:

Dennis Loveless and Stormy Langston:  Kelly Addy moved to approve the waiver committee’s recommendation that the waivers be approved by the Commission.  Bernie Cassidy seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.

Judge Miller reported that Judge Brad Johnson and Judge Gary Taylor would be requesting waivers after the fact.  Judge Johnson had a death in the family and Judge Taylor was dealing with health issues.  

Meeting Adjourned:  The meeting adjourned at 3:00 p.m.  
Next Meeting Date:  The next meeting will be on June 20, 2014, at 8:30 a.m. in Helena.
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