`
MINUTES OF DCC MEETING

May 14, 2014
Helena, MT

DCC Voting Members Present
The Honorable Dusty Deschamps, District Court Judge, 4th Judicial District 
The Honorable John C. McKeon, District Court Judge, 17th Judicial District 

The Honorable Greg Todd, District Court Judge, 13th Judicial District 
The Honorable Dirk Sandefur, District Court Judge, 8th Judicial District 
DCC Non-Voting Members Present
Lori Maloney, Clerk of District Court, Butte-Silver Bow

Jim Reno, Yellowstone County Commissioner
Glen Welch, Chief Juvenile Probation Officer, 4th Judicial District 
Staff
Beth McLaughlin, Court Administrator
Becky Buska, Finance Director

DCC Members Excused
The Honorable Mike McGrath, Chief Justice, Montana Supreme Court

Glenda Travitz, Court Reporter, 21st Judicial District

Guests
Hon. Jim Haynes, 21st Judicial District

Hon. Michael Hayworth, 16th Judicial District

Hon. Blair Jones, 22nd Judicial District

Hon. Ed McLean, 4th Judicial District 

Hon. Jon Oldenburg, 10th Judicial District Judge 

Lisa Blanford, Legislative Audit Division

Ken McCormick, Legislative Audit Division

I. Welcome, Introductions and Approval of January 2014 Minutes
Welcome
The District Court Council met on Wednesday, May 14 at 12 noon in Helena, MT. The Honorable Greg Todd called the meeting to order.  A quorum being present, the meeting convened and business was transacted as follows.
Approve January Minutes

Judge Deschamps mentioned that he would like to see more detail in the minutes. Judge Deschamps made a motion to approve the minutes; Judge McKeon seconded the motion. The minutes passed unanimously.
II. PUBLIC COMMENT

None. 
V. ADMINISTRATOR’S UPDATE
Beth provided a budget update. The variable budget remained in good shape and as reported in January, the OCA was looking at contract increase for some providers. Rates have not increased for certain providers in over a decade. The DCC would be asked to consider an hourly rate increase for GALs as the rate has not increased since it was established in 2002. Rates for CASA programs would also be adjusted to attempt to compensate for the caseload increases. In addition, the OCA finished a contracted study of employee pay rates in comparison to market rates established by the state Executive Branch.  Judicial Branch pay rates were below market in many cases, which means the Supreme Court is intending to approve market-based pay adjustments prior to the end of the fiscal year.  This could result in a need for greater vacancy savings in FY2015 but improving employee pay is a priority for the Branch. 
Beth reviewed the SJ22 legislative study group and the proposed bills still remaining. She noted that the more controversial of the bills (a standardized parenting plan in statute) would be discussed at length with MJA during the spring training.  She also discussed the parole board study which had resulted in several proposed bill drafts that would add significant court time.  

The e-filing project was moving more slowly than anticipated because of modifications necessary to implement the program in the Supreme Court. Beth noted that the project would move slowly as our primary objective is implementing a quality program. 

First quarter data from the case processing data was reviewed. In addition, the council received an update on the workload study project.  
IV.
DRUG COURT ALLOCATION POLICY
Beth presented the draft drug court funding allocation, which included funding added by the 2013 legislative session.  She explained that funding was now available for the 9th Judicial District Adult Felony Court and the 13th Judicial District Veterans’ court.  She stated the drug court judges approved the funding allocation as presented to the DCC. 

Action: Judge Deschamps made a motion to approve the policy; Judge Sanderfur seconded the motion; policy was approved unanimously.  
VI. GAL HOURLY CHANGE
Beth presented a proposed change in the GAL policy to increase the hourly rate to $62 per hour. She noted that the Office of Public Defender increased their hourly rate for contracted counsel so the Branch should follow suit. Beth noted the policy was incorrect as it stated $62.50 per hour when the proposed rate was actually $62 per hour.   
Action: Judge Deschamps made a motion to approve the policy at the $62 per hour rate; Judge Sanderfur seconded the motion; policy was approved unanimously.  

VII. 2105 BUDGET PLANNING PROCESS - 
4th JUDICIAL DISTRICT
Judge Ed McLean was recognized by the chair to present a request for reconsideration of the DCC’s decision to not support a proposal for a new judge for the 4th Judicial District.  Judge McLean passed out multiple letters from Missoula city and county officials in support of a fifth district court judge. (Letters on file with DCC file.)  He discussed the significant increase in jury trials and complex issues facing the 4th Judicial District. He also noted that Missoula County was already proceeding with courthouse renovations to allow for a fifth judge thus demonstrating the county’s commitment. 

Judge McLean stated the district was being penalized for having two standing masters, which are not the same judges. Judge McKeon asked how the masters were being used. Judge McLean explained that they handled family law matters but also worked on mediation in DN cases. Judge Sandefur noted that in the 8th Judicial District the use of the master was very limited and did not take the place of a judge.  Judge Sandefur stated that the workload study committee needed to review the standing master allocation in the new study. The other members concurred.  
Beth stated that if the council approved a request for a new judge, it would need to be forwarded to the Supreme Court for consideration.  Both Judge Deschamps and Judge McLean noted that an additional standing master in Missoula would not be helpful and should not be included in the budget. 
Action: Judge Sandefur made a motion to approve a new judge and minimum staff for the 4th Judicial District; motion was seconded by Judge Deschamps. Motion passed unanimously. 

Other
Judge Todd recognized the contributions of Judge McKeon on the DCC. He served on the counsel many years and was serving in his last meeting. Judge Todd noted that his attention to detail, vigorous advocacy for rural courts, and forward thinking was part of his significant contribution of the Judicial Branch. The other members concurred and thanked Judge McKeon for his service. 

Judge Todd adjourned the meeting at 3:00 p.m.  
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