MINUTES OF DCC MEETING

May 10, 2011
Billings, MT

DCC Voting Members Present
The Honorable Katherine Curtis, District Court Judge, 11th Judicial District
The Honorable John C. McKeon, District Court Judge, 17th Judicial District 

The Honorable Dusty Deschamps, District Court Judge, 4th Judicial District

The Honorable Greg Todd, District Court Judge, 13th Judicial District 
DCC Non-Voting Members Present
Glen Welch, Chief Juvenile Probation Officer, 4th Judicial District
Lori Maloney, Clerk of District Court, Butte-Silver Bow 

Jim Reno, Yellowstone County Commissioner
DCC Members Excused

The Honorable Mike McGrath, Chief Justice, Supreme Court

Glenda Travitz, Court Reporter, 21st Judicial District 
Staff
Lois Menzies, Court Administrator

Beth McLaughlin, Court Services Director

Becky Buska, Financial Services Director
Guests
Bonnie Olson, 11th Judicial District Court Administrator
The Honorable David Ortley, District Court Judge, 11th Judicial District

The Honorable David Cybulski, District Court Judge, 15th Judicial District

I. Welcome, Introductions and Approval of October 13, 2010  Minutes
Welcome
The District Court Council met on Tuesday, May 10, 2011 in Billings, MT. The Honorable Kitty Curtis called the meeting to order.  A quorum being present, the meeting convened and business was transacted as follows:
Approve October Minutes


Motion to Adopt:  Judge Deschamps moved the approval of the October 13, 2010 minutes; Judge Todd seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously. 

II. PUBLIC COMMENT

None. 
III. ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT
Lois Menzies provided a status report on several programs and projects, including the services provided through the Court Help Program, FullCourt case management activities, and the upgrades to the juvenile case management system.  
She also reported that the cost-savings measures endorsed by the DCC have been successful in keeping Judicial Branch within budget for FY 2011.  Lois noted that the Branch has some year-end money available to purchase equipment and supplies.  Any item that can be purchased this fiscal year will save money for next fiscal year.
Lois reviewed key provisions of several bills from the 2011 session that were passed and approved.  In addition, she provided a budget update for the 2013 biennium.  The Judicial Branch received funding in some key areas – new judges and support staff, Court Help Program, and drug courts.  However, the Branch also sustained a $2 million cut for the next biennium.  As a result, the budget will continue to be lean for the next two years. It will be necessary to keep vacant positions open to cover vacancy savings, and operational spending will be tight.

Lois reported that the drug court judges will be meeting today to discuss funding for the next fiscal year.  Approximately $1.4 million will be available next biennium to support these courts.  For the judges’ consideration, OCA staff developed four options for allocating the funding for FY 2012.  Based on the judges’ input, OCA staff will revise the drug court funding policy and present it to the DCC at its next meeting.
 IV.
UNIFORM CASE FILING STANDARDS
Beth presented information about the revised Uniform Case Filing Standards. The Standards were originally developed in 2006 to ensure that the workload study allocation would measure cases in the same manner in each district.  The standards are being updated to allow for the implementation of the case management tools. Judge Curtis requested that staff confirm whether probate cases would ever require an annual accounting.  DCC members discussed changing the status of juvenile cases to make each separate petition filing a case rather than having a single case for a juvenile until the child reaches age 18.  Ms. Maloney explained that making this change would ensure easier record management in clerks’ offices. DCC members agreed to recommend the change in juvenile case processing. Judge Deschamps made a motion to recommend the proposed changes for adoption by the Supreme Court; Judge Curtis seconded the motion; motion approved unanimously. 
Judge Curtis provided an update of the activity for the District Court Case Processing project. The committee is working on dashboards for displaying the information in addition to reviewing current data. The case processing tools will be implemented in the pilot districts. 
V. YOUTH COURT FEES AND YOUTH COURT DRUG TESTING POLICIES

Lois explained that in 2009 the DCC had asked staff to develop a uniform Youth Court fee schedule.  The OCA worked with the chief juvenile probation officers to develop a policy.  When presented to the DCC, some members expressed concern that the policy might restrict a judge’s statutory authority to impose fees.  The DCC then directed the OCA to work with Judge Spaulding on revising the fee policy.

Lois reviewed the proposed changes to the Youth Court Fees, Restitution, and Fines administrative policy (Policy No. 1270), which were approved by Judge Spaulding.  Lori Maloney suggested that section 7.2 be revised to clarify that fines are paid to the clerk of district court; the clerk is not required to collect them.  Judge McKeon moved that the policy, with Ms. Maloney’s suggested revision, be approved.  Judge Todd seconded the motion, which passed by a unanimous vote.

Lois said that the Youth Drug Testing policy (Policy No. 1260) needed to be revised to reflect the changes made to the Youth Court fee policy.  She reviewed the proposed changes.  Judge McKeon moved that the Youth Drug Testing policy be approved.  Judge Todd seconded the motion, which passed by a unanimous vote.

VI. OTHER MATTERS
Becky Buska reported on resource allocation information requested at the last meeting. She reviewed a spreadsheet with various expenses and asked for guidance about what should or should not be included.  The council recommended not including any federal money or funding that went to local governments to support courts of limited jurisdiction.  The council also recommended that juvenile delinquency intervention money be reported in a separate spreadsheet.  Judge McKeon requested that the table include a description of variable expenses. Becky will report back with more information at the next meeting. 
Beth reported that she needed additional time to work on the mental health payment protocol. The issue will be taken up at a future meeting.

Judge McKeon said that some judicial districts allow the filing of civil actions (DV) to collect cost-of-care contributions from parents whose youth are in Youth Court or Department of Corrections placements.  He said that if the manner for collecting contributions is not handled uniformly, it could impact case numbers for any workload assessment.  Discussion followed.  In some judicial districts, it is handled as a statutory lien.  Judge McKeon asked that OCA staff to follow up on how these collections are handled across the state.

Lois notified the council that she would be retiring from her position effective June 30, 2011. Council members expressed their thanks and appreciation for her hard work. 
Judge Curtis adjourned the meeting at 2:30 p.m.
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