MINUTES OF DCC MEETING

January 16, 2009
Justice Building
Helena, MT 

DCC Voting Members Present
The Honorable Mike McGrath, Chief Justice, Supreme Court

The Honorable Katherine Curtis, District Court Judge, 11th Judicial District

The Honorable Mike Salvagni, District Court Judge, 18th Judicial District

The Honorable Greg Todd, District Court Judge, 13th Judicial District

The Honorable John C. McKeon, District Court Judge, 17th Judicial District
DCC Non-Voting Members Present
Jim Reno, Yellowstone County Commissioner
Lori Maloney, Clerk of District Court, Butte
Glenda Travits, Court Reporter, Ravalli County (via video)
Glen Welch, Chief Juvenile Probation Officer, Missoula County (via video)
Staff
Lois Menzies, Court Administrator

Beth McLaughlin, Court Services Director

Becky Buska, Financial Services Director
Guests
The Honorable John Larson, District Court Judge, 4th Judicial District

Jan Bjork, Court Administrator, 18th Judicial District

Bonnie Olson, Court Administrator, 11th Judicial District 
I. Welcome, Introductions and Approval of October 15, 2008 Minutes
Welcome
The District Court Council met on Friday, January 16 at 8:30 a.m. in the Justice Building in Helena.  The Honorable Chief Justice Mike McGrath called the meeting to order.  A quorum being present, the meeting convened and business was transacted as follows:
Approve October  DCC Minutes


Motion to Adopt:  Judge Todd moved that the October 15, 2008 District Court Council meeting minutes be approved as printed, and Judge Curtis seconded the motion.  No further discussion.  Motion carried unanimously.


II. PUBLIC COMMENT

None 
III. Administrator’s Report – Lois Menzies

Judicial Branch Budget Status:
· Lois reviewed the Governor’s reductions to the proposed budget, which include:

· Vacancy savings of 2%; 

· A reduction in fuel costs of $18,000; and
· A proposed reduction to the JDIP budget of $1 million. 
· Lois reminded the committee about the status of the budget proposal including the several major proposals outside the Governor’s budget, including the request for additional District Court judges and funding for drug courts. Lois notified the DCC that the budget would be before the subcommittee in February.  Chief Justice McGrath noted that the Branch has substantial requests and that it would be important for DCC members to talk to their local legislators. 

· Glenda Travitz informed the members about a court reporter association bill to increase the transcript rate. She noted it would be the first increase in the rates in 26 years if passed.  
IV. REVISIONS TO POLICY #880 (Drug Court Funding):
· Judge Larson presented a proposal to the DCC to add the Missoula Drug Court Co-Occurring Docket to the policy to provide eligibility for state funding. Judge Larson stated that the court would lose county funding in February.  Judge Salvagni stated that he understood this was a mental health court and not eligible for funding. Judge Larson stated that all clients had drug and alcohol issues in addition to mental health issues so it did meet the definition of a drug court.  The members had extensive discussion about adding the court to the policy. Becky Buska confirmed that there was funding available in the budget this year. 
· Judge Todd made a motion to add the Missoula Co-Occurring Drug Court to the list of courts eligible for funding in Policy #880. Judge McKeon seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously. 
. 
V. DCPMAC UPDATE:
· Judge Curtis provided an update about the performance measurement project including an extensive overview of the proposed performance measures. She discussed the survey measure in addition to the case processing measures.  The performance measurement group is completing its work and will plan to present a final report to the DCC in 3-6 months. Chief Justice McGrath commended the group for their work. He noted how important it is for the Judicial Branch to take the lead on performance measures to show accountability to the public.  
VI. ADJOURNMENT

The meeting adjourned at approximately 10:15 a.m.
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