MINUTES OF JUNE 17, 2005

JUSTICE BUILDING 215 N. SANDERS

ATTORNEY’S LOUNGE ON 4TH FLOOR

HELENA, MONTANA 59601

DCC Voting Members Present:

The Honorable Karla Gray, Chief Justice, Supreme Court

The Honorable Thomas McKittrick, District Court Judge, 8th Judicial District

The Honorable John McKeon, District Court Judge, 17th Judicial District-By Video Conference

The Honorable Katherine Curtis, District Court Judge, 11th Judicial District

The Honorable Ed McLean, District Court Judge, 4th Judicial District

DCC Non-voting Members Present:

Lori Maloney, Clerk of District Court, Butte

Mike Hutchin, County Commissioner, Polson

Glenda Travitz, Court Reporter, 21st Judicial District

Glen Welch, Chief Probation Officer, Missoula

Staff:

Jim Oppedahl, Court Administrator

Beth McLaughlin, Court Services Director

Amber Richmond, Administrative Assistant

I. Welcomes, Introductions, and Approve April 22nd Minutes

The District Court Council met on Friday, June 17, 2005 at 8:00 a.m. in the Justice Building, 215 N. Sanders, Helena, Montana 59601 in the Attorney’s Lounge on the 4th floor. Chairwoman Chief Justice Karla Gray called the meeting to order. There were no introductions that needed to be made. A quorum being present, the meeting duly convened and business was transacted as follows:

a. Approve April 22nd DCC Minutes

Judge Curtis made a motion to accept the minutes from the April 22, 2005 DCC meeting. Judge McKeon seconded. Judge McLean called question. Motion carried unanimously.

II. Public Comment

No public present

III. Administrator’s Report

a. Budget Status

This year’s budget will close the middle of July. We are an estimated $100,000 over expended in variable costs. The fixed budget is not over-expended. We really won’t know the real number until the middle of July when all the bills are paid. We may not make the payment to DPHHS if we don’t have enough money left over.

b. 2006-2007 Budget Status

Becky Buska will begin the process of going through the details when fiscal year 2005 is over.

c. New FTE – Proposal

Jim plans to come back with a proposal that will phase in the new employees. It depends on going through position by position and making sure we have funding for the positions. New FTE were not budgeted for the pay increase, since the pay increase bill went through first. 

Jim put in a grant proposal to the State Justice Institute, in the amount of $30,000, for technical assistance to do a workload study.  A decision on if we will receive the grant will be made by the end of August 2005.

d. Other Business

The Office of the Court Administrator received a District Court filing from the 13th Judicial District. It can be read as either a class action suit on compensation or alleging discrimination on the judicial pay plan. We are being represented by the Attorney General’s office.

New Website www.courts.mt.gov
IV. Safety and Security in the Courts

The Safety and Security committee will start meeting in July 2005. A final report with recommendations to the DCC would be ready for the October meeting. This will include low cost and high cost recommendations. They will also make a report to MACO regarding the recommendations. Judge McLean made a motion to accept the Safety and Security outline. Judge McKittrick seconded. Judge Curtis called question. Motion carried unanimously. 

The Committee Recommended the following positions for the working group. They are listed below.

Urban District Court Judge-Any of the Judges from Billings

Rural Judge-Ted Mizner, or Marc Buyske
County Commissioner-Mike Hutchin will call MACO and get a recommendation
State Criminal Investigation Bureau-John Strandell

Clerk of Court-Lori Maloney

Youth Court Representative-Barbara Monaco

Court Security/Local Law Enforcement-Cheryl Liedle

District Court Employee-Judicial Assistant, Court Secretary or Court Reporter

V. Uniform Case Filing Standards

a. Supreme Court Order

The Supreme Court Order for adopting uniform case filing standards for District Courts was signed. After the order was signed, Chief Justice Gray received a phone call from Marty Lambert of Gallatin County. He was concerned about children cases and different case numbers for each child. Lori Maloney added that it is a lot more paperwork, but much more efficient.

b. Training Schedule and Timeline

Lori will be presenting the information to the District Court Clerks June 20, 2005, in Scobey. Beth McLaughlin will present to the 12th District Bar Association on July 6, 2005. Beth, Bonnie Olson, and Lori will be presenting to the County Attorneys’ Association on July 15, 2005. Beth will also be presenting to the Yellowstone County Paralegal Association sometime in July.  We will have an article regarding the standards in the Montana Lawyer in August. If needed, we will do regional presentations and training for District Court Clerks October through November. The standards will be implemented January 1, 2006.

VI. Other Business and Adjourn

a. Reappoints – June 2005

Judge Curtis and Judge McKeon will be reappointed; the order is in the issuing stage.

b. Approve Revised Meeting Schedule

Jim proposed to cancel the August DCC meeting. Judge McLean makes a motion that the next meeting will be October 21, 2005. Jim suggests maybe do the next meeting just before the October Judges’ meeting. Judge McLean withdraws his motion regarding the next meeting date. Judge McKeon made a motion to change the next meeting date to October 12, 2005. Judge Curtis seconded. Chief Justice Gray called question. Motion carried unanimously. The next DCC meeting shall be 8 a.m. on October 12, 2005, in West Yellowstone at the MJA meeting.

c. Other Business

The Montana Advocacy Program (MAP) has been surveying courthouses. Recently the courts in several rural districts were asked to purchase listening devices. The Court Administrator's Office is working on a practical solution to the issue.  We are hoping to share resources with counties. 

JCMS has been deployed in 5-6 District Courts so far. Flathead County had problems with it due to its larger size. JCMS deployment is not uniform across the state so the larger courts will be a different issue in terms of the hardware. 

The Supreme Court got a congressional appropriation to start automation of the docket in the Clerk of Supreme Court’s office. This will start July 2005. By the end of this year the Clerk’s office will be modernized. Early next year the plan is to start automation within the Court itself.

There being no other business, Chief Justice Gray adjourned the meeting at 9:00 a.m.

