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DISTRICT COURT COUNCIL

Minutes of May 12, 2004

Holiday Inn Parkside

Missoula, MT  

DCC Voting Members Present:

The Honorable Karla Gray, Chief Justice, Supreme Court

The Honorable Katherine Curtis, District Court Judge, 11th Judicial District 

The Honorable Thomas McKittrick, District Court Judge, 8th Judicial District

The Honorable John McKeon, District Court Judge, 17th Judicial District

DCC Non-voting Members Present:

Mike Hutchin, County Commissioner, Polson

Lori Maloney, Clerk of the District Court, Butte

Glen Welch, Chief Probation Officer, Missoula

Staff:  

Jim Oppedahl, Court Administrator

Beth McLaughlin, Human Resources Director

Shelly Hinson, Administrative Assistant

I. Welcome

The District Court Council met on Wednesday, May 12, 2004 at 12:00 p.m. at the Holiday Inn Parkside in Missoula, Montana.  Chairperson Chief Justice Karla M. Gray called the meeting to order.  Hon. Russell Fagg, Hon. Susan Watters, Hon. John Larson, Hon. David Rice, and Robert Peake, Bureau Chief of the Court Services Division, were welcomed as guests. A quorum being present, the meeting duly convened and business was transacted as follows:

II. Approve March 19, 2004 DCC Minutes

II.(a) Motion to Adopt: Judge John McKeon, moved to adopt the March 19, 2004 District Court Council minutes.   Judge Ed McLean seconded.  Judge Ed McLean called the question.  No further discussion.  Motion carried unanimously.

III. Public Comment
Hon. Susan Watters and Hon. John Larson spoke about the need for reimbursement to Public Defenders when they represent clients in Treatment Courts.

IV. Administrator’s Report
1. Budget Status

Fixed Costs: Personal Services projected shortfall (-$222,032); Operating Expenditures projected surplus $482,793.  The projections are derived from SABHRS from July 2003 thru March 2004.

The projected deficit for the FY04 District Court Variable costs is (-2,175,535).

The breakdown of public defender costs by case type are as follows: Criminal – 81%, Involuntary Commitment – 3%, Juvenile – 8.5%, and Abuse/Neglect – 7.4%.

Information Technology Budget:  

The projected surcharge revenue for FY04 is $1,417,905.  Full Court is deployed in 80 courts with 60 remaining.

A grant proposal was presented to the Bureau of Justice Statistics for $420,000 to accelerate Full Court and JCMS in April.  The grant will help cover contracting services and licensing costs.   The result of the grant will be known in July.

Jim spoke about the White Paper he prepared on Information Technology.

2. Budget Proposals – District Court and Youth Court

The Court Administrator’s office received the budget proposal sheets for the 2005 session from the district courts.  The budget requests from the district courts are close to $2,000,000 total for operating expenses.  Recommendations will be made to the Supreme Court prior to August.

V. Policy Proposals/Amendments/Updates
1. Revised Draft Hourly Rates for Private Investigators

1.a.  Motion to Adopt as Revised:  Judge John McKeon moved to adopt the Policy as amended by the Council.  Judge Katherine Curtis seconded the motion.  Judge Ed McLean called the question.  Motion carried.

2. Problem Solving Court Indigent Defense Policy

The council discussed the draft policy and there was no motion to adopt the policy as presented.

3.  Court Appointed Counsel Policy No. 1270
3.a. Motion to Adopt as Revised:  Judge Ed McLean moved to adopt Policy No. 1270 as revised by the Council.  Judge Katherine Curtis seconded the motion.  Judge John McKeon called the question.  Motion carried.

4. Youth Drug Testing Policy
4.a. Motion to Adopt as Revised:  Judge Ed McLean moved to adopt the Policy as revised by the Council.  Judge John McKeon seconded the motion.  Judge Ed McLean called the question.  Motion carried.

5. Youth Court Fines and Fees Policy
5.a. Motion to Adopt as Revised:  Judge John McKeon moved to adopt the Policy as revised by the Council.  Judge Katherine Curtis seconded the motion.  Judge Ed McLean called the question.  Motion carried.

Staff will be directed to review the policies and include the boilerplate language on each policy stating when claims are due and for what period they are due or they will not be paid, pursuant to state policy.

6. Uniform Financial Affidavit Draft and Discussion
This matter was tabled until the July 16, 2004 District Court Council meeting.
VI. Law and Justice Interim Committee - - Update
The Law and Justice Interim Committee will be meeting on May 20, 2004 to discuss the Public Defender issues.  The ACLU lawsuit is currently on hold.

VII. Other Business

Next Meeting
The next meeting is scheduled for July 16, 2004 at. 8:00 a.m., 215 North Sanders, 4th floor, Attorney’s Lounge, in Helena.
VIII. Adjourn
The meeting was adjourned at 3:00 p.m. by order of the Chair, Chief Justice Karla Gray.
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