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1.0    Policy

The state district court program assumes certain specific costs, fees and expenses associated with child abuse and neglect proceedings under Title 41, chapter 3. This policy addresses those costs that are not detailed in other Judicial Branch policies. 

2.0    State Assumed Costs in Child Aduse and neglect cases:

The fee for service paid to the medical practitioner/facility or psychologist for performing a court-ordered or certified medical or psychological evaluation of a youth or the youth’s parent, guardian, or other person having physical or legal custody of the youth is a state expense. 

2.1 Expenses do not include the cost of such services that a person is eligible to receive under a public program that provides medical or psychological evaluation.

2.2 Expenses do not include costs for transportation, lodging, meals, or treatment. 

2.3 Expenses associated with court-ordered alternative dispute resolution are state costs.

2.4 Costs assumed by the state district court program will be paid according to operating processes developed by the Office of the Court Administrator.

3.0   Payment and Procedures


3.1 The Office of the Court Administrator will directly pay or reimburse expenses within 30 days of receipt of an approved claim.   Payment may be delayed if the claims are returned for clarifications or corrections; and 

3.2 Claims must be submitted using the standard payment forms provided by the Office of the Court Administrator.

4.0   Closing

Questions about this policy should be directed to Supreme Court Administrator’s Office at the following address:

Montana Supreme Court

Office of the Court Administrator

Room 315, Justice Building

215 North Sanders

P.O. Box 203002

Helena, Montana 59620-3002

Phone:  (406) 444-2621
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