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1.0 Policy

Existing vehicles in district courts become state owned July 1, 2002.

1.1 All vehicles currently used in the counties, whether used in the district court or in another county office, are county owned or leased and were purchased or leased by the county.  Therefore, to comply with section 58, SB176, “ownership” of vehicles is determined based on usage of the vehicle.

1.2 Agreements between the Supreme Court Administrator, judges, and county commissioners may be established regarding shared vehicles.

2.0 Ownership

Ownership, possession, or use of existing district court vehicles will not be modified from existing ownership, possession or use, or replaced with vehicles of lesser value prior to or after July 1, 2002.

2.1 Ownership is determined based on usage of the vehicle.

3.0 Replacement

The state district court program will develop replacement schedules for owned or shared vehicles. 

3.1 Eventual replacement of existing vehicles may be with leased or owned vehicles, depending on cost, vehicle availability and funding constraints.

3.2 The Supreme Court Administrator will pursue the use of  “bulk” vehicle leases or purchases through the state procurement process and the state motor pool to obtain vehicles at the least cost.

4.0 References and Authorities

Section 58, SB176

5.0 Closing

5.1 Level of Training Required:  (A) Employees whose positions require the use of a district court or state vehicle.  (1) Read Only.

5.2 Questions concerning this policy should be directed to the Administrative Services Director, Office of the Court Administrator, Montana Supreme Court.
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