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1.0 Policy

The cost of approved professional memberships, publications and subscriptions authorized by the District Court Council is a state district court program cost.

1.1 These costs include publications and subscriptions that will be used by district court judges, law clerks and judicial staff for legal research.

1.2 The Supreme Court Administrator will work with the District Court Council or a committee appointed by the District Court Council and the State Law Librarian to standardize and minimize these costs.

1.3 The cost of a law library that is shared with county personnel, private attorneys and the general public is not a cost of the state district court program.

2.0 Legal Research–Printed Material

2.1 The standard printed material for legal research is the Montana Code Annotated, Annotations of the Montana Code and the Montana Reports.

3.0 Legal Research –Online Programs

3.1 The standard online programs are Lexis and Westlaw.  District Court judges may select one.  Judges should contact Kevin Cook  (406-444-9285), in the State Law Library.

3.2 Montlaw is provided to any district court judge who agrees to forward the court’s opinions to the State Reporter Publishing Company.  

4.0 Training

The State Law Library staff will provide training for Lexis, Westlaw and Montlaw on request.

5.0 References and Authorities

3-5-901(1)(l), MCA

6.0 Closing

6.1 Level of Training Required:  (A) Judges, law clerks, district court staff whose positions require legal research.  (1) Read Only.

6.2 Questions concerning this policy should be directed to the State Law Librarian, Montana Supreme Court.
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