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SENATE RESOLUTION NO. 1 

INTRODUCED BY VAN VALKENUURG 

BY REQUEST OF THE SENATE RULES COMMITTEE 

A RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE OF THE STATE OI' MONTANA TO ADOP~' 

RULES TO GOVERN ITS PROCEEDINGS. 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

That the following rules be adopted: 

Chapter l 

Administ'ration 

s10-10. Officers of the Senate. The officers of the 

Senate are the officers listed and elected in accordance 

with Title 5, chapter 2, part 2, MCA. 

s10-20. Term of office. The term of office for the 

officers and employees of the senate established by law 

shall be until the succeeding Legislature is organized. 

Nothing in this rule shall be construed to mean the staff 

will be full-time employees during an interim. 

S10-30. President pro tempore and other officers. (l) 

The Senate shall, at the beginning of each regular session, 

and at such other times as may be necessary, elect a Senator 

President pro tempore. 

(2) The Senate shall choose its other officers ar1d 

shall be the judge of the elections, returns, and 
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qualifications of the Senators. 

Sl0-40. Voting by pl"esiding officer. Any Senator, when 

acting as presiding officer of the Senate, shall vote as any 

othec Senator. 

S10-50. Presiding officer and duties. (1) The presiding 

offic~r of the Senate shall be the President of the Senate 

who shall be chosen in accordance with law. 

( 2) The President shall take the chair on every 

legislative day at the hour to which the Senate adjourned at 

the l~st sitting. 

(3) The President may name a Senator to perform the 

duties of the chair when the President pro tempore is not 

preser,t in the Senate chamber. The Senator who is named is 

vested during such time with all the powers of the 

President. 

14) The President shall have general control over the 

assigr1me11t of rooms for the Senate and shall preserve order 

and decorum. The President may order the galleries and 

lobbieR cleared in case of disturbance or disorderly 

conduct. 

(5) The President shall issue cards to the media to 

allow floor access, and reporters holding such passes shall 

be subject to placement on the floor by the President. The 

Preside11t may administer this rule through the office of the 

Secretary of tt1e Se11dte. 
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( 6} The President shall sign all necessary 

certifications of the Senate, including enrolled bills and 

resolutions, journals, subpoenas, and payrolls. His 

signature must be attested by the Secretary of the Senate. 

(7) The President shall approve the calem.la1 

legislative day. 

for each 

(8) The President is the chief administrative o[ficPr 

of the Senate, with authority for the generd·l supervisio,1 of 

all Senate employees. The President may seek the advice and 

counsel of the Legislative Administration Committee. 

(9) The Pre~ident of the Senate is the authorized 

approving authority of 

election to that office. 

... 
tl1e S~naLe during the term of 

(10) The President shall refer bills to committee upon 

introduction or reception in the office of the Secretary of 

the Senale, 

S10-60. Succession. In case of lhe absence or 

disqualification of the President, the President pro tempore 

of the Se11ate shall perform the duties oE the President 

until the vacancy is filled or the disability rem .. ved. 

(2) Whe11ever the President pro temporu of thl' SE·11ate is 

of the opposite political party from lhul of lhe PresidPnl, 

the following procedure applies: 

(a) If the Presidr>nt_ dies while in nf'fict:>, th£> mPmbt•rs 

of his politicdl parly shal1 have the right lo immcdialt•ly 
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nominate and elect an acting President of the same party. 

(b) IE the President is absent for two or more 

legislative days or at any time after the 85th legislative 

day or at any time during special session of tl1e Legislature 

but able and desirous of appointing an acting President to 

act in l1is absence, he may do so, or the members of his 

political party shall have the right to immedidtely nominate 

and elect an acting President of the same party. 

(c) An acting President of the Senate shall have the 

powers of the President and supersede the powprs of the 

President pro tempore. 

S10-70. President-elect. The President-elect nominated 

by tt1e appropriate party caucus held in accordance witt1 

section 5-2-201, MCA, shall have the respo11sibility and 

authority to assume the duties of President o( the Se11ate. 

S10-80, Legislative Administration Committee duliPs. 

(1) The Legi5lative Adminisl.ration CommitteP ~hall considPr 

matters relating to legislative adminislratio11, slaffi11g 

patterns, budgets, equipment, operatio11s, and expenditures. 

(2) The committee shall have autt,ority to act in lhe 

interim to prep~re for future legislative sessio11s. 

(3) The commit.tee shall approve contra(IS for purchc1sE"-" 

or lease of equipment and supplies for the S1·11atc, sul,j1.:cl 

to the approvdl of ~he Preside11t. 

(4) Tile c,,111111iltt:>e shnll con~idf'r disput,•!_; or compldi11t~:; 
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involving the competency or decorum of legislative employees 

referred to it by the President and recommend dismissal, 

suspension and/or retention of such employees. 

(5) The chairman of tl1e Legislative Administration 

Committee may, upon approval of the President, have purchase 

orders and requisitions prepared and forwarded to the 

accounting office in the Legislative Council. 

Sl0-90. S,•nale employees. I 1) In additio11 to the 

employees appointed by the PreSident in accordance with 

section 5-2-221, MCA, the Senate shall 

recommended by the lead
1
e,r !';hip and 

Administration Committee as necessary to 

functions of the Senate. 

employ staff 

the Legislative 

perform the 

(2) Standing committee chairmen shall designate a 

secretary to take and transcribe minutes of committee 

meetings. A committee secretary is immediately responsible 

to the chairman, but shall work under the overall direction 

of the Secretary of the Ser,ate, subject to authority of tl1e 

committee chairman. 

I J) la) The President and floor leaders may each 

appoi,,t a private secretary. 

(b) The whips may each appoint a private sccr~tary 

who·,e duties will include assisting ott,er staft 011 a11 

assigned basis when authoriu_•d by their re~;µeclive whip. 

Sl0-100. Secretary of the SenatP and duties. Thl:' 

-- ~ -
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Secretary of the Se;1ate works under the direction of the 

President. The responsibilities of the Secretary of 

Senate inclltde: 

the 

( 1) performing the duties prescribed by law or olher 

provisions of these rules; 

( 2) 

( 3) 

serving as parliamentary advisor to the Senate; 

compiling and maintaining the calendar for approval 

by the President; 

(4) keeping the leadership informed on the progress and 

workload of the Senate; 

15) transmitting bil]s with appropriate messages to the 

House of Representatives as instructed by action of 

Senate; 

the 

( 6) keeping and maintaining records of the Senate; a11d 

(7) supervision of the Senate employees, 

otherwise provided. 

except as 

Sl0-110. Sergeant-at-Arms duties. Under 

of the President, the Sergeant-at-Arms shall: 

the direct ion 

( 1) ma i nt.ain order as di reeled by the President or 

chair111t111 of Lhc Committee of the Whole; 

17) e11force the lobbying rules of the Senate; 

(3) su1i~rvisP the employees assigned tc· his office; 

( ,1) rece,ive, distribute, and ma.int.tin 

equ i p1;11'nl, dnd ot hr•r invenlory of the Sen,d r, 

suppl i-•s, 

al01HJ v.·ith 

rt.~L~nrds of µurchd:;f• a1h1 disposal in accordance with law; 
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(5) perform such duties as required by other rules and 

the Senate. 

S10-120. Legislative aides. Each Senator may designate 

one person of legal age to serve as an aide during the 

session. Exceptions to this policy may be approved by the 

rules committee. The Senator shall register his aide with 

the Secretary of the Senate and arrange for the purchdse oE 

a nametag with the Sergeanl-at-Arrns. 

Sl0-130. Senate joucnal. ( l J The Senate shall keep and 

authenticate a journal of its proceedings as required by law 

and the rules. 

' ~--
( 2} The Secretary of the ,senate will supervise the 

preparation of the journal under the direction of the 

President. 

( 3) In addition to tl1e proceedings required by law to 

be recorded, the jourrlal must include: 

(a) committee reports; 

(b) every motion, 

it, and its disposition; 

the name of the Senalor preser1ti11g 

(c) the introduction of legislation in the Senate; 

Id) consideration 

ir1troduction; 

(e) roll call voles; 

of legislation subsequent to 

( f) :ne:_;sages from the Gov£'rn,,r and the HousC" of 

Represcnt~1tives; 
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(g) every amendment, the name of the Senator presenting 

it, and its disposition; 

(h) the names of Senators and their votes on any 

question upon a request by two Senators before a vole i~ 

taken; and 

(i) any other records the Senate directs by rule or 

action. 

(4) The Secretary of the Senate shall provide st1ct1 

information as may be necessary for the prepai:-ation of lhP 

daily journal for printing by the Legislative Council. Upon 

approval by the President, 

reproduced and distributed. 

the daily journal shall be 

(5) Any Senator may examine the daily journal and 

propose correclions. Without objection by the Senate, 

President may direct the correction to be made. 

the 

(6) The President shall authenticate the original daily 

journal, from time to time, and the Secretary of the Se11ate 

shall, as appropriate, deliver it to the Legislative Council 

to be prepared for publication 

accorda11l;e with law. 

Chapter 2 

Decorum 

and distribution in 

S20--10. Queslions of order. The President uf th•· Senalf> 

shall de1:idc1 al I (]LIC'stion~; of order suL ject to an appt•..1 l by 

any SL'11dl ,n sc·cu11dcd by two other Sendlors. No Sc>ncttor llld)' 
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speak more than once on an appeal without the cor1sent of a 

majority of the Senate. 

S20-20. Questions of privilege. Questions of privilege 

in order of precedence are those: 

(1) affecting the collective rights, safety, dignity, 

or integrity of the proceedings of the Senate; and 

(2) affecting the rights, reputati_on, or conduct of 

individual Senators in their capacity as Senators. 

S20-30. Recognition by chair. A Senator desiring to 

speak shall rise and address the presiding officer, and once 

being recognized, shall speak standing in his or her place. ,.· 
When two or more Senators rise at the same time, the 

presiding officer shall name the order of the speakers. The 

presiding officer may grant permission for a speaker to 

leave his oc her place to speak. 

$20-40. Senators called to order. When a Senator has 

been called to order, he shall sit down until the presiding 

officer determines whether he is in order or not. If lhe 

Senator is called to order for words spoken in debate, the 

language excepted to shall be taken down in writing by the 

Secretary of the Senate. 

S20-50. Communications to Senate. A communicdtion to 

the Senate shall be addressed to the Presid@11t and shall 

bear the nam0 of the person submitting it. The Prp~:.ident 

tihdll decide if the communication bears ir1cluding i11 the 
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calendar. 

S20-60. Floor privileges. 

11) When the Senate is in session no person 

permitted in the chambers except: 

legislators; 

is 

(a) 

lb) legislative officers and employees whose presence 

is necessary for the conduct of business of the sessiun; 

(c) accredited members of the news media; and 

(d) former legislators (not currently registered as 

lobbyists). 

( 2) The President may make exceptions for visiting 

dignitaries. 

(3) Begin11ing 1 hour before and ending one-half hour 

after adjournment, no person is permitted in the chdmbers 

except those authorized as exceptions under subsection (1). 

S20-70. Distribution of materials on floor. No 

materi~ls may be dist.ributed on the Senators' desks in tt1e 

chamber unless such material bears the signature of the 

bearer and a Senator and has been approved by the President. 

Chapter J 

Co11mittees 

S 10-10. Commillee appuinlmenls. (l) The Senate shall 

e-lPcl a Committee on Committees consisting of five membt-:-r~. 

If lb~ Senate is evenly divided between parties, the 

commit lee sha.l l consist of six Senators, three from each 

-JO-
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party. 

(2) The Committee on Committees shall, with the 

approval of the Senate, appoint the members of Senate 

standing 

committees. 

committees, select committees, and joint 

( 3) The President of tl1e Senate shall appoint al 1 

conference committees and special committees, with the 

advice of the floor leaders. 

14) The Senate may change the membership of 

committee on l day's notice. 

any 

SJ0-20. Standing committees. The standing committees of 

the Senate are as follows~ ,,~, 

(1) A9riculture, Livestock, and Irrigation 

(2) Bills and Journal 

(3) Business and Indl1stry 

(4) Education a11d Cultural Resources 

(5) Finance and Claims 

(6) Fish and Game 

(7) Highways and Transportation 

(B) Judiciary 

(9) Labor and Employment Relations 

(10) Legislative Administration 

(11) Local Government 

(12} Nalural Resources 

(13) Public Health, Welfare, and Safety 

-11-
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(14) Rules 

(15) state Administration 

(16) Taxation 

S30-30. Members of Select Commi tlee on Long" Range 

Planning. Members of the Select Committee on Long-Range 

Planning may participate and vote as members of the 

Committee on Finance and Claims on issues considered by them 

as members of the select committee. 

S30-40. Ex officio members. Each floor leader is an ex 

officio member of all committees in order to establish a 

quorum. 

SJ0-50. Chairman's duties. (1) The chairman of a 

committee is the presiding officer of that committee and is 

responsible fur maintaining order within the cummittee room 

and its environs, scheduling hearings and executive action, 

supervising committee wol"k, and authenlicat.ing committee 

t"eports and minutes by his signature. 

(2) At the close of the session, the chairman sllall 

turn the original and two complete copies of the minutes 

over to tht Secretary of the Se11ate for distribution as 

follows: 

(a) original to the Montana Historical Society; 

(b) copy to Lhe State Law Library of Montana: and 

( C) copy to the Legislative Cou11cil. 

SJ0-60. Committee reports to Senat.e. ( 1) Reporls of 

-12-
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standing committees shall be read on Order of Business No. 

2, and no debate may be had on any report unless a minority 

report has been submitted. 

( 2) Comrni t tee reports may recommend approval, 

disapproval, or placement on consent cale11dar, with or 

without amendment. They may not be reported to the Senate 

without recommendation. 

13) Any Senator seeking a reconsideration of the 

Senate's action on the adoption of a committee report shall 

do so on Order of Business No. 6 by motion to reconsider. 

Any Senator may make such mo~.~on and need not have voted on 

the prevailing side. This rule applies notwithslanding any 

joint rule to the contrary. 

(4) The Rules Committee and conference committees may 

report at any time, except during a call of 

when a vote is being taken. 

S30-70. Pai rs. Pairs in standing 

the Senate or 

committee are 

prohibited. Standing and select committees may by a majority 

vote of the committee authorize Senators to vote in absentia 

while engaged in other legislative business. Authorizatio11 

for such voting shall be reflected in the committee minutes. 

S30-80. Committee hearings. (1) No bill or resolulion 

shall be considered or become a law unless referred to a 

committee am.1 returned therefrom. 

(2) A bill may be rereferred at any time before its 
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passage. 

SJ0-90. Notice of committee hearings -- exceptions. (1) 

Notice of a committee hearing must be made by posting the 

date, time, and subject of the hearing in a conspicuous 

public place not less than 3 legislative days in advance of 

the hearing. This 3-day notice requirement does not apply to 

heari11gs scheduled: 

(a) prior to the 3rd legislative day; 

lb) less than 5 legislative days before the transmittal 

deadline applicable to the subject of the hearing; or 

( c) to consider confirmation of a gubernatorial 

appointment received less than 10 legislative days before 

the last scheduled day of a legislative session. 

(2) When a committee hearing is scheduled with less 

than 3 days' notice, the committee chairman shall use all 

practical means to disseminate notice of the hearing to the 

public, 

( 3) Notice of conference committee hearings must be 

given as provided in Joint Rule 30-30. 

SJ0-100. Majority/minority reports. If the members of a 

committee cannot agree 011 a report, the majority and 

minority of the committee present at a committee meeting may 

submit separate reports. Only one minority report may be 

s11bmitted. Such reµorts shall be entered at length on the 

journal, unless otherwise ordered by the Senate. 

-14-
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SJ0-110. Consent calendar eligibility. (1) To be 

eligible for the consent calendar, legislatio11 must receive 

a unanimous vote by the members of the standing committee in 

attendance (do pass, do pass as amended). 

(2) A motion must be made and passed unanimously to 

place the legislation on the consent calendar and this 

action reflected in the committee report. 

(3) Appropriations or revenue bills may not be 

recommended for the consent calendar. 

S30-120. Reconsideration in committee. Except for the 

Committ-_ee of the Whole, a committe~_ may at any time prior to .~ 
submitting a report to the Secretary of the Senate 

reconsider its previous action on legislation. 

S30-130. Committee requested legislation. (1) At least 

three-fourths of all the members of a standing committee 

must have voted in favor of the question to allow the 

committee to r-equest lhe introduction of legislation. 

(2) The chairman of a committee shall introduce, or 

shall designate a member of the committee to introduce, 

legislation requested by the committee. 

(3) When a committee has proposed an amendment, thf> 

chairman is the principal spor1sor. 

Chapter 4 

Legislation 

S40-10. Ty~~s of legislation. The only 
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legislation that may be introduced in the Senate are those 

that have been dr-afted and approved by the Legislative 

Council and signed by a Senator. The types of legislation 

allowed include: 

(I) bills of any subject, except appropriations; 

(2) joint resolutions, which may: 

(a) express desire, opinion, sympathy, or request of 

the Legislature; 

( b) request 

subcommittee; 

an interim study 

(c) adopt or amend the joint rules; 

by a legislative 

(d) set salaries and other terms of employment for 

legislative employees; and 

(e) accomplish other legislative duties required by 

law; and 

(3) simple resolutions, which may: 

(aJ adopt or amend Senate rules; 

(b) provide for the internal affairs of the Senate; 

( c) express 

apµointmPnts; 

confirmation of the Governor's 

(d) make recornmC'ndations concer-ning the districting and 

apportionment plan as provided by Article V, section 1'1(4), 

of the Montana Co,1stitution. 

S40~20. Inlrrnluclion. (1) Upon r-eceivi.nq a bill or 

resolut.ion in triplicate [rom a Senator, the Secretary of 

-16-
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the Senate shall assign an appropriate sequential number, 

which constitutes introduction of the legislation. 

(2) Bills and resolutions may be preintroduced, 

assigned to committee, and printed pcior to the legislative 

session. The Legislative Council shall be responsible for 

assuring the preintroduction intent from each Senator and 

presenting such legislation to the Secretafy of the Senate. 

( 3) Upon referral to committee, the Secretary of the 

Senate shall publicly post a listing oE the bill or 

resolution by a summary of its title, together with a 
''-! 

notation of the committee to w\i'lch' it has been assigned. 

S40-30. Additional sponsors. (1) Additional sponsors 

may be added on motion of the chief sponsor at any time 

prior to a standing committee report on the bill or 

resolution. Forms for adding sponsors will be supplied on 

request by the Secretary of the Senate. 

(2) Upon passage of the motion, the names of the 

additional sponsors will be printed in the journal and the 

form containing the signatures of the additional sponsors 

will be forwarded to the Legislative Council with the 

original bill for the inclusion of the names in subseque11t 

printings of the bill or resolution. 

S40-40. Reading limitations. (1) Except for conset"l.t 

calendar bills, every bill shall be read three times prior 

to passage, either by title or by summary of title as 
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provided in these rules. 

(2) No bill or resolution shall have more than one 

reading on the same day except the last legislative day. 

(3) No amendment may be offered on third reading. 

S40-50. Rules for questions requiring other than a 

majority vote. (1) When a question requires more than a 

majority vote for final passage, a majority vote is 

sufficient to decide any question relating to the question 

prior to third reading. 

{2} A.ny vote in the Senate on a bill proposing an 

amendment to the Montana Constitution under circumstances in 

which there exists the mathematical possibility of obtaining 

the necessary two-thirds vote of the Legislature will cause 

the bill to progress as though it had received the majority 

vote. 

(3) If a bill has been amended in the House of 

Representatives a11d the amPndments are accepted by the 

Senate, the bill shall again be placed on third reading in 

the Sl'nate to determine if the required number of votes has 

been cast. 

S40-60. Scheduling for second reading. (1) All bills 

and r1?solutions, except those r-ecommended for lhe conscnl 

cdle111iilr, which have been reported by a committee, accepted 

by the Senate and reproduced shall be scheduled 

considf'Ll.tion Uy C,1mmittee of the Whole. 
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(2) Until the 50th legislative day, l day must elapse 

between receiving the legislation from printing and 

scheduling for second reading for consideration by Committee 

of the Whole. 

(3) Legislation shall be arranged on the agenda in 

numerical order unless bills are grouped as companion bills 

or are placed in order otherwise by the Senate or Committee 

of the Whole. 

S40-70. Consent calendar procedure. (1) Legislation 

reported by committee for placement on the consent_ calendar 

shall be sent to be processed and reproduced as a third 

reading version and specific.\LlY marked as a "consent 

calendar" item. 

(2} Legislation shall be immediately posted (as soon as 

it is received as a third reading version) on the consent 

calendar and must remain there for 1 legislative day before 

consideration under Order of Business No. 11, special orders 

of the day. At that time, the President of the Senate will 

announce consideration of the consent calendar a11d allnw 

''reasonable time" for queslio1:s and answers upon request. No 

debate will be allowed. 

(3} Any three Senators may submit wrillen objccli,rns to 

the Secretary of the Senale, arid the legislation musl ther1 

he removed from the consent cale11dar and add~cl to the 

regular second reading agenda. 
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(4) Consent calendar legislation must be added to the 

end of the third reading agenda and clearly identified as 

"consent calendar" and voted on individually. 

( 5) 

reading 

Consent 

wi 11 

Representatives. 

calendar 

then be 

legislation passed 

transmitted to the 

Chapter 5 

Floor Action 

on third 

House of 

S50-10. Attendance. Unless excused, Senators shall be 

present at every sitting of the Senate and shall vote on 

questio11s put before the Senate. 

S50-20. Orders of business. After prayer, roll call, 

and report on the journal, the order of business of the 

Se11ate is as follows: 

(1) communications and petitions; 

(2) reports of standing committees; 

(3) reports of select committees: 

(4) messages from the Governor; 

(5) messages from the House of Representatives; 

16) motions; 

17) first reading and commitment of bills; 

(8) second reading of bills (Committpe of the Whole): 

(9) third reading of bills and consent calendar bills; 

(10) u11finish~d busi11ess; 

(11) special orders of the day; and 
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(12) announcement of committee meetings, 

To revect to or pass to a new order of business requires 

only a majority vote. Unless otherwise specified in the 

motion to recess, the Senate shall revert to Order of 

Business No. 1 when reconvening after a recess. 

SSO-JO. Limitations on debate. No Senator may speak 

more than twice on any one motion ~r question without 

unanimous consent o[ the Senate, unless he has introduced or 

proposed the motion or question under debate, in which case 

he may speak twice and also close the debate. However, a 

Senator who has spoken may not , speak ... , again on the same 

motion or question to the exclusion of a Senator who has not 

spoken. 

S50-40. Procedure upon offering a molion. (1) When a 

motion is offered it shall be restated by the presiding 

officer. If requested by the presiding officer or a Se11ator, 

it shall be reduced to writing, presented at the rostrum, 

and read aloud by the Secretary. 

(2) A motion may be withdrawn by the Senator offering 

it at any time before it is amended or voted upon. 

S50-50. Precedence of motions. (1) Wt1cn a qt1estio11 is 

under debate only the followi11g privilegeJ and subsidiary 

motions shall be made: 

(a) to adjourn; 

(b) for a call of the Senate; 
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(c) to recess; 

(d) question of privilege; 

(e) to lay on the table; 

(f) for the previous question: 

(g) to postpone to a certain day; 

(h) to refer or commit; 

(i) to amend; and 

(j) to postpone indefinitely, 

SH 0001/01 

(2) The motions listed in subsection (l) of this 

section have precedence in the order listed. 

( 3) A quest ion may be indefinitely postponed by a 

majority roll call of all Ser1ators present and voting. When 

a bill or resolution is postponed indefinitely, it is 

finally rejected and may not be acted upon again during the 

biennium except upon a motion of reconsideration. 

(4) No motion or proposition on a subject different 

from that under consideration shall be admitted under color 

of amendment or substitute. 

S50-60. Nondebatable motions. The following motions are 

11ot dehdtable: 

(1) to adjourn; 

(2) for a call of the Senate; 

(3) to recess; 

(4) tor parliamentary inquiry; 

(
1
;) t,1r suspe11sio11 of the rules; 
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(6) to lay on the table; 

17) for the previous question; 

(8) to limit, extend the limits of, or to close debate; 

{9) to amend an undebatable motion; 

(10) to divide a question; 

(11) to pass business in Committee of the Whole; 

(12) to take fcom the table; 

( 13) a decision of the p[esiding officer, unless 

appealed or unless he submits the question to the Senate for 

advice or decision; and 

(14) all incidental motions, such as motions relating to 

voting or other questions of a g~n~ral procedural nature. 

S50-70. Amending motions. No more than one amendment 

and no more than one substitute motion may be made to a 

motion. This rule permits the main motion and two modifying 

motions. 

SS0-80. Previous question. (1) Except as provided in 

subsection (2) of this rule, the effect o( calling for the 

previous question, if adopted, is to close debate 

immediately, to prevent the offering of amenJments or other 

subsidiary motions, and to bring to votP promptly the 

immediately pending main question and the adhering 

subsidiary motio,1s, whether on appeal or otherwis, 

(2) Wllt•ri the previous quest-ion is ordered on any 

debatable question on which there has been no deb.-:1te·, the 
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question may be debated for one-half hour, one-half of such 

time to be given to the proponents and one-half to the 

opponents. 

(3) A call of the Senate is not in order after the 

previous question is ordered unless it appears upon a.n 

actual count by the presiding officer that a quorum is not 

present. 

S50-90. Reconsideration. ( 1) Any Senatoc may, on th€-' 

day the vote was taken or on the next day the Senate is ir1 

session, move to reconsider the question. 

(2) A motion to reconsider may not be withdrawn after 

such next legislative day without the unanimous consent of 

the Senate, and thereafter any Senator may call it up for 

consideration; however, a motion to reconsider rnc1de afler 

the 54th day of lhe session shall be disposed of when made. 

(3) A motion to recall a bill from the House of 

Representatives constitutes notice to reconsider 

be acted on as a motion to reconsider. A 

reco11sider QC to recall a bill from the 

and shall 

motion to 

House of 

Represe11tatives may be made only under Order of Busi11es~ No. 

6 and, tinder that order of business, takes precedence over 

a 11 mot ions except mot ions to recess or adjou r 11. 

(4) When a motion to reconsider is laid on the tablC', 

a two-thirds majority is required lo take it fr·om the table. 

When a ffi(>lion to rf•consider fai1s, the que8tion is findlly 
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and conclusively settled. 

(5) If a motion to reconsider third reading action is 

carried, there shall be no further action until the 

succeeding legislative day. 

S50-100. Dividing a question. A Senator may move to 

divide a question if it includes two or more propositions so 

distinct in substance that if one thing is taken away a 

substantive question will remain. 

S50-110. Conference committee reports. When a 

conference committee repo[t is filed with the Secretary of 

the Senate, the same shall be .read under Order of Business 

No. 3, select committees, and placed on the calendar the 

succeeding legislalive day for consideration on seco11d 

reading. If recommended favorably by the Committee of the 

Whole, it may be considered on third reading the same 

legislative day. 

S50-120. Second reading. (1) The Senate may resolve 

itself into a Committee of the Whole for consideration of 

business on second reading, by approval of a motion for that 

purpose. 

(2) After a Committee of the Whole has been formed, the 

President shall appoint a chairman to preside. 

(3) All legislation considered in Conuniltt>f' of the 

Whole shall be read by a summary of its title. Prciµ, sPd 

ame11dments shall be considered; then the bill shall be 
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considered in its entirety. 

(4) Prior to adoption of the Committee of the Whole 

report, a Senator may move to segregate legislation. IE the 

motion prevails, the legislation remains on second reading. 

(5) When a Committee of the Whole report on legislation 

is rejected, the legislation shall remain on second reading. 

S50-130. Committee of the Whole amendments. ( 1) Al 1 

Cammi t tee of the Whole amendments shall be prepared, 

stipulating the date and time of preparation and staff 

approval, and delivered to the Secretary of the Senate for 

reading before the amendment is voted on. 

(2) Each amendment, rejected or adopted, shall be 

printed in the journal, along with the name of the sponsor 

and the vote on each. 

S50-140. Motions in Committee of the Whole. (1) All 

proper motions on second reading are debatable. 

(21 The only motions in order during Committee of the 

Whole are to: 

(a) amend; 

I b) recommend passage or nonpassage, 

(c) recommend concurrence O[ nonconcurrence; 

(d) indefinitely postpone; 

{e) pass consideration; 

( f) r i,w; 

(g) rist' ~1.nd report; or 
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(h) rise 

again. 

and report progress and ask leave to sit 

S50-150. Committee of the Whole -- generally. (1) The 

committee may not appoint subcommittees. 

(2) The committee may not punish its members for 

misconduct, but may report disorder to the Se11ate. 

S50-160. Voting on second reading. On Order of Business 

No. 8, in addition to ott1er methods, a recorded vote may be 

made in the following manner: the chair may call for a voice 

vote to accept or reject a quest ion. If the vote is other 

than unanimous, the chair may ask that the lesser number on 

the question indicate their vote.,b'y .standing. The Secretary 

will then record the vote of those standing. The chair may 

then rule that unless excused those not standing and present 

have voted on the prevailing side of the question and that 

their vote be recorded as such. If there was a unanimous 

voice vote, all those present will be recorded as having 

voted for the question. 

S50-170. Third reading procedure. (1) 1111 legislation 

passing second reading shall be placed on third reading the 

day following the receipt of the engrossi11g or olher 

approµridtP printi11g report. 

(2) On Order of Business No. 9 the Secretary shall read 

the tit le and lhe President shall Stdte :...ht.· quest ion .. 1s 

fullows: "Sen<1te bill number (or other ,-tpprnpr i<1t e 
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identification) ..... having been read three several times, 

the question is, shall the bill (or other appropriate 

identificatio11) pass the Senate?'' 

( 3) If an electronic voting system is used, the 

President shall state ''Those in favor vote yes and those 

opposed •Jote no 11 and the Secretary will sound the signal and 

open the board for voting. After a reasonable pnit1se the 

presiding officer asks ''Has every member voted?'' (reasonahle 

pause), ''Does any member wish to change his or her vote?'' 

(reasonable pause), "The Secretary will record the vote." 

S50-180. Senate voting. (1) A roll call vote shall be 

taken on the request of two Senators, if the request occurs 

before the vote is taken. 

( 2) On a roll call vote the names of the Senators shall 

be called alphabclically, unless an electronic voting system 

is used. A Senator may not vote or change his vote after the 

dec.:ision is an11ounced from the chair. A Senator may not 

explain his vole ur,til after the decision is announced from 

the chair. 

S~0-190. Paii:-s. (1) Two Senators may pair on a ques.t ion 

that will be dclermined by a majority vvtP. On a quest 1011 

requiring a two-thirds vote for adoption, three Senat(HS may 

pair, with two Senators for the question and one Sen,1t0r 

against. Pairing is permittt:>d only when .::H1f' of the Jui red 

Se11ators is CXCll~~d when the vote is take11. 
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(2) An agreement to pair must be in writing and dated 

and signed by the Senators agreeing to be bound, and must 

specify the duration of the pair. When an agreement to pair 

is filed with the Secretary of the Senate, it shall bind the 

Senators signing until the expiration of time for which it 

was signed, unless the paired Senators sooner appear and ask 

that the agreement be canceled. 

(3) Pairs in Committee of the Whole are prohibited. 

S50-200. Call of the Senate. (1) In the absence of a 

quorum, a majority of Senators present may compel the 

attendance of absent Senators. bf ordering a call of the 

Senate. 

(2) If a quorum is present, five Senators may order a 

call of the Senate. 

(3) On a call of the Senate, a Senator who refuses to 

attend may be arrested by the Sergeant-at-Arms or any other 

person, as the majority of such Senators present shall 

direct. When the attendance of an absent Senator is secured 

and the Senate refuses to excuse the Senator's absence, the 

Senator shall not be paid any expense payments during his 

absence and is liable for the expenses incurred in procuring 

his attendance. 

(4) During a call of the Senate, all business shall be 

suspended. After a call has been ordered, no motion is in 

order except a motion to adjourn or remove the call. The 
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Rules 
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S60-10. Senate rules. (1) A motion to amend or adopt a 

rule of the Senate shall be referred to the Rules Committee 

withoul debate. A rule of the Senate may be ame11,ird or 

adopted only with the concurrence of a majority of the 

Senate and after 1 day's notice. 

(2) A rule may be suspended temporarily by a two-thirds 

vote. 

S60-20. Mason's Manual of Legislative Pcocedure. 

Mason's Manual of Legislative Procedure (1989) governs the 

proceedings of the Senate in all cases not covered by these 

rules. 

S60-30. Quorum. A majority of the Senate shall 

constitute a quorum to do business, but a smaller number may 

adjourn from day to day and compel the attendance of absent 

Senators, in such manner and under such penalties as the 

Senate may prescribe (Montana Constitution, Art. V, Sec. 

10 ( 2) ) • 

Chapter 7 

Nominations ftom the Governor 

S70-10. Nominations. (1) The Governor shall nominate 

and, by and with the consent of the Senate, appoi11t all 

officers whose offices are established by the Montana 
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Constitution or which may be created by law and for whom 

appointment or election is not otherwise provided. 

< 2 I If during a recess of the Senate a vacancy occurs 

in any such office, the Governor shall appoint some fit 

person to discharge the duties thereof until the next 

meeting of the Senate, when he sha 11 nominate a person to 

fill such office. 

S70-20. Introduction and first reading of nominations. 

(1) Nominations received from the Governor are: 

(a) received by the President: 

(b) delivered to the Secretary of the Senate; 

(c) read under Order of Busi~ess No. 4, messages from 

the Governor; and 

(d) referred to committee. 

(2) The above procedt1re constitutes introduction and 

first reading of the nominations. 

(3) The Secretary shall distribute a copy of t.he list 

of nominations to eacl1 Senator. 

S70-30. Cammi tt.ee process. ( l J (a) The commit tee sha 11 

hold hearings on the nominations after a1111ro1lriate public 

notice has been made. 

(b) .As part of the hearing process, the conuniltee may 

request hiographical informntion from the GoVf'rnor for euch 

nominee, if none has been pLovided. 

( 2 I Following the hearings, the committPE" shc1ll issue 

-31-

2 

J 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

70 

21 

22 

2J 

24 

2~ 

SR 0001/01 

preliminary standing committee reports to be distributed to 

each Senator, stating the committee's recommendations 

concerning the nominees. 

( J) (a) If a Senator wishes to have an individual 

nominee, or group of nominees, considered by the Senate 

separately from the group of nominees recommended by the 

committee, the Senator may request of the chairman of the 

committee that the nominee or nominees be considered by a 

separate resolution. 

(b} A Senator must request separate consideration of a 

nominee within 3 days of receipt of the preliminary standing 

committf!e report. The committee chairman shall honor this 

request. 

(4) After waiting J days from the day of distribution 

of the preliminary st.anding committee report_, the committee 

chairman shall issue formal standing committee reports for 

simplP resolutions based on recommendations from the 

Senators and deliver the reports to the Secretary of the 

Senate. 

(S) The Secr£1 tary will assign numbers and re~1d the 

reports under Order of Business No. 2, reports of standing 

committ.ees, a11d forward ti f~m to the Legis1~tive Council 

processi11g and print.ing. 

Eur 

(G) Thereafter, thP resolution musl bP placcl on Orde-r 

of Bl1si11ess No. 11 the next legislativP day fot 
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1 consideration by the Senate. Motions to approve or 

2 disapprove of the resolution are in order and may be 

3 debated. 

4 Appendix A 

S List of Questions Requiring Other Than a Majority Vote 

6 The following questions require the vote specified: 

7 

8 

(1) a call of the Senate with a quorum (five Senators}; 

(2) a motion to lift a call of the Senate {two-thirds 

9 of the members present and voting); 

10 

ll 

(J) a motion to amend or suspend rules (two-thirds); 

(4) a motion to ov';~ride the Governor's veto 

12 (two-thirds): 

13 (5) a motion to approve a bill to appropriate the 

14 principal of the coal trust fund (three-fourths of each 

15 house); 

16 (6) a motion to approve a bill to appropriate highway 

17 revenue as described in Article VIII, section 6, of Lhe 

18 Montana Constitution for purposes other than therein 

19 described (three-fifths of each house): 

20 {7) a motion to approve a bill proposing to amend the 

21 Montana Constitution (two-thirds of the entire Legislature); 

22 and 

23 (8) an appeal of the ruling of the presiding officer 

24 (one Senator, seconded by two other Senators). 

-End-
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SENATE RESOLUTION NO. 1 

INTRODUCED BY VANVALKENBURG 

BY REQUEST OF THE SENATE RULES COMMITTEE 

A RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA TO ADOPT 

RULES TO GOVERN ITS PROCEEDINGS. 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

That the following rules be adopted: 

Chapter 1 

Adm.inistcation 

S10-10. Officers of the Senate. The officers of the 

Senate are the officers listed and elected in accordance 

with Title 5, chapter 2, part 2, HCA. 

s10-20. Term of office. The term of office for the 

officers and employees of the Senat~ established by law 

shall be until the succeeding Legislature is organized. 

Nothing in this rule shall be construed to mean 

will be full-time employees during an interim. 

the staff 

Sl0-30. President pro tempore and other officers. (1) 

The senate shall, at the beginning of each regular session, 

and at such other times as may be nec~ssary, elect a Senator 

President pro tempore. 

(2} The Senate shall choose its other officers and 

shall be the judge o[ the election:::., returns, and 
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qualifications of the Senators. 

S10-40. Voting by p<esiding officer. Any Senator, when 

acting as presiding officer of the Senate, shall vote as any 

other Senator. 

S10-50. Presiding officer and duties. (1) The presiding 

officer of the Senate shall be lt1e Preside11t of the Senate 

who shall be chosen in accordance with law. 

I 2 l The President shall take the chair on every 

legislative day at th~,hour to which the Senate adjourned at 

the last sitting. 

( 3) The PrL'sident may name a Senator to perform the 

duties of the chair when the President pro tempore is not 

present in tl1e Senate chdmber. Tt1e Senator who is named is 

vested during such time with all the powers of the 

President. 

( 4) The Preside11t shall have general control over the 

assignment of rouins for the Senate and shall preserve order 

and decorum. The Pcesident may order the galleries and 

lobbies cleared in case of disturbance or disorderly 

conduct. 

($) The President shdll issue cards to the media to 

allow floor access, and repor·ters holding such pJ.sses shdll 

be subject Lo plac~mr11t 011 Lh~ floor by the Pre~ident. The 

President mJy administer this tul~ through the office of the 

Secrcl,HY o( L1't-~ St'll..:1.te. 

SECOND READING 
-2-
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( 6) The President shall sign all necess.i:lry 

certifications of the Senate, including enrolled bills and 

resolutions, journals, subpoenas, and payrolls. His 

signature must be attested by the Secretary of the Senate. 

(7) The President shall approve the calendar for each 

legislative day. 

(8) The President is the chief administrative o[ficer 

of the Senate, with authority for the general supervision of 

all Senate employees. The President may seek the advice and 

counsel of the Legislative Administration Committee. 

(9) The President of the Senate is the authorized 

approving authority of the Senate during the term of 

election to that office. 

(10) The President shall refer bills to committee upon 

introduction or reception in lhe office of the Secretary of 

the Senate, 

S10-60. Succession. In case of th1~ absence 0( 

disqualification of the President, the Preside11L pro tempore 

of the Senate shall perform the duties of the President 

until the vacancy is filled or the disability rem1,ved. 

(2) Whenever the President pro lernpore ot the Senate is 

of the opposite political party from that of the President, 

the following procedure applies: 

(a) If the President dies while in office, the members 

of his political party shall have the right to .immediately 
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nominate and elect an acting President of the same party. 

(b) If the President is absent for two or more 

legislative days or at any time after the 85th legislative 

day or at any time during special session of the Legislature 

but able and desirous of appointing an acting President to 

act in his absence, he may do so, or the members of his 

political party shall have the right to immediately nominate 

and elect an acting President of the same party. 

(c) An acting President of the Senate shall have the 

powers of the President and supersede the powers of the 

~resident pro tempore. 
~~,, 

Sl0-70. President-elect. The President-elect nominated 

by the appropriate party caucus held in accordanc~ ~-­

section 5-2-201, MCA, shall have the responsibil1tr ari.,.~ 

autholily to assume the duties of President of the Sendtt!. 

S10-80." l,Pgislative l\dministration Commitlt'e Uut .. , 

(1) 'l"he Legislative Ad1a'iir-,istr.::r.lion Commilt.Pe shall consiU~ 

matters relating to legislative administration, ~t,:ffi 

patterns, budgets, equipment, operations, and expenditures. 

(2) The committee shall have authority to act in the 

interim to prepare for future legislative sessions. 

(3) The committee shall approve contra(lS for purchase 

or lease of equipment and supplies for the Senate, subject 

to the approval of the President, 

(4} The committee shall consider disputl's or complai,,· 
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involving the competency or decorum of legislative employees 

referred to it by the President and recommend dismissal, 

suspension and/or retention of such employees. 

(~l The chairman of the Legislative Administration 

Committee may, upon approval of the Presidenl, h.J.vc purchase 

orders and requisitions prepared and torwdrded to the 

accounting office in the Legislative Council. 

S10-90. S,•nale employees. 11) In addition to the 

employees appointed by the President in accordance with 

section 5-2-221, MCA, the Senate shall employ staff 

recommended by the leadership and the Legislative 

Administration Committee as necessary to 

functions of the Senate. 

perform the 

(2) Standing committee cha.irmen shall 

secretary to take and transcribe minutes 

designate a 

of committee 

meetings. A committee secretary is immediately responsible 

to the chairman, but shall work under the overall direction 

of the Secretary of the Se11ate, subject to authority of the 

committee chairman. 

( 3) (a) The President and floor leaders may each 

appoint a private secretary. 

(b) 'J'h~ whips may each appoinL a 

who-.e duties will include assisting 

as~ig11ed basis wt1e11 authorized by their 

S10-100. Secretary of the Senate 

-'.)-

private secretary 

ott1er slaff on a1, 

reupective whip. 
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Secretary of the Se:1ate works under the direction of the 

President. The responsibilities of the Secretary of the 

Senate include: 

(1) performing the duties prescribed by law or other 

provisions of these rules; 

(2) serving as parliamentary advisor to the Senate; 

(3) compiling and ffidintaining the calendar for approval 

by the President; 

(4) keeping the leadership infocmed on the progress and 

workload of the Senate; 

(5) transmitting bills with appropriate messages to the 

House of ReprPsentatives as instructed by action of the 

Senate; 

( 6) 

( 7 l 

keeping and maintaining records of the Senate; and 

supervision of the Senate employees, except as 

otherwise provided. 

Sl0-110. Sergeant-at-Arms duties. Under the direction 

of the Presider1t, the Sergeant-at-Arms shall: 

(1) maintain order as directed by the President or 

cllairmdrl of tt1e Comrnillec of the Whole; 

(2) enforce the lobbying rules of the Senate; 

(3) supervise the employees assigned to his office; 

( 4 l receive, distribute, and ma irH c1 in suppl i ••s, 

f'quipn1,•nt, a.nd ollw1 invenLot-y of the Senc1Lc, along with 

recor<ls of purd1ci~•t.~ and disposal in accordance with law; 

-6-
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(5) perform such duties as required by other rules and 

the Senate. 

S10-120. Legislative aides. Each Senator may designate 

one person of legal age to serve as an aide during the 

sessio11. Exceptions to this policy may be approved by the 

rules commiltee. The Senator shall register his aide with 

the Secretary of the Senate and arrange for the purchdse of 

a nametag with the Sergeant-at-Arms. 

Sl0-130. Senate journal. (1) The Senate shall keep and 

authenticate a journal of its proceedings as required by law 

and the rules. 

(2) The Secretary of the Senate will supervise the 

preparation of the journal under the direction of the 

President. 

( 3) In addition to the proceedings required by law to 

~e r~c0rdeJ, the jour11dl must include: 

(a) committee reports; 

(b) every motion, 

it, and its disposition; 

the name of the Senalor presenting 

(C) the introduction of legislation int.he Senate; 

(d) consideration of legislation subsequent lo 

introduction; 

roll call votes; ( P) 

( f) .11essages from the Govt.•rn1 r and lhf• House of 

Rt'pr L·sen t. ct t. i vr•s; 
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(g) every amendment, the name of the Senator presenting 

it, and its disposition; 

I h) the ndrnes of Senators and their votes on any 

question upon a request by two Senators before a vote is 

taken; and 

Ii) any other records the Senate direcls by rule or 

action. 

(4) The Secretary of the Senate shall provide such 

information as may be necessary for the preparation of the 

daily journal for printing by the Legislative Council. Upon 

ap!Jroval by the Preside9.~, 

' reproduced and distributed. 

the ddily journal shall be 

(5} Any Se11ator may examine the daily journal and 

propose corr~ctions. Without objection by the Senate, 

President may direct the correction LO be made. 

the 

(6} Tt1e President shall authenticate the original daily 

journal, from time to time, and the Secretary of the Senate 

s!1all, as appropriate, deliver it to the Legislative Council 

to be prepdred for publication 

accordu.1h.:e with law. 

Chapter 2 

Decorum 

and distribution in 

S20--10. Questions of order. 'l'hc President of th,· Senate 

s11~1 l l dee idt• a 11 qup~;.t ion~• of order I sulJ ject to an appe,.:11 by 

any St:-lldlol( ~t'.cundeJ by two oth'--'r Se11,ilors. Nci SC'nalor muy 
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speak more than once on an appeal without the consent of a 

majority of the Senate. 

S20-20. Questions of privilege. Questions of privilege 

in order of precedence are those: 

(1) affecting the collective rights, safety, dignity, 

or integrity of the proceedings of the Senate; and 

(2) affecting the rights, reputation, or conduct of 

individual Senators in their capacity as Senators. 

S20-30. Recognition by chair. A Senator desiring to 

speak shall rise and address the presiding officer, and once 

being recognized, shall speak standing in his or her place. 

Whtn two or more Senators rise at the same time, the 

presiding officer shall name the order of the speakers. The 

presiding officer may grant permission for a speaker to 

leave his or her place to speak. 

S20-40. Senators called to order. When a Senator has 

been called to order, he shall sit down until the presiding 

officer determines whether he is in order or not. If Lhe 

Senator is called to order for words spoken in debate, the 

language excepted to shall be taken down in writing by the 

Secretary of the Senate. 

S20-50. Co1M1unications to Senate. A communication to 

the Senate shall be addressed to the President and shall 

tJecir the OdHH.: of the person submitling it. Th1__• Prcsidcnl 

i;h,dl decicte if the communication bears including in the 
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calendar. 

520-60. Floor privileges. 

(1) When the Senate is in session no person 

permitted in the chambers except: 

(a) legislators; 

is 

(b) legislative officers and employees whose presence 

is necessary for the conduct of business of the session; 

(c) 

( d) 

accredited m~mbers of the news media; and 

former legislators (not currently registered 

lobbyists). 

as 

(2) The Presidenf may make exceptions for visiting 

dignita,ies. 

(J) Beginning 1 hour before and ending one-half hour 

after adjournment, no person is permitted in the chambers 

except those authori~ed as exceptions under subsection (1). 

$20-70. Distribution of materials on floor. No 

materi2ls may be distributed on the Senators 1 desks in the 

chamber unle~s such material bears the signature of the 

bearer and a Senator and has been approved by the President. 

Chapter 3 

Co, 1mi t tees 

SJ0-10. Commillee appoinlmenls. (1) The Senate shall 

elel;t a Committee on Committees consisting of five members. 

Lf thL• Sl-->!late i~, evenly divided belweL'll parties, the 

contmittee sl1dll ~onsist of six Senators, three from each 

-10-
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party. 

(2) The Committee on Committees shall, with the 

approval of the Senate, appoint the members of Senate 

standing 

committees. 

colMlittees, select committees, and joint 

(J) The President of the Senate shall appoint all 

conference committees and special committees, with the 

advice of the floor leaders. 

(4) The Senate may change the membership of 

committee on l day's notice. 

any 

S30-20. Standing committees. The standing committees of 

the Senate are as follows: 

(1) Agriculture, Livestock, and Irrigation 

( 2) Bills and Journal 

(3) Business and Industry 

(4) Education and Cultural Resources 

(5) Finance and Claims 

(6) Fish and Game 

(7) Highways and Transportation 

( 8) Judiciary 

(9) Labor and Employment Relations 

(lOJ Legislative Administration 

(11) Local Government 

(12) Natural Resources 

(13) Public Health, Welfare, and Safety 

-11-
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(14) Rules 

(15) State Administration 

(16) Taxation 

SJ0-30. Members of Select Committee on Long-Range 

Planning. Members of the Select Committee on Long-Range 

Planning may participate and vote as members of the 

Committee on Finance and Claims on issues considered by them 

as members of the select committee. 

SJ0-40. Ex officio members. Each floor leader is an ex 

officio member of all committees in order to establish a 

quorum. 

530-50. Chairman's duties. (1) The chairman of a 

committee is the presiding officer of that committee and is 

responsible for maintaining order within the committee room 

and its environs, scheduling hearings and executive action, 

supervising committee work, and authenlicating committee 

reports and minules by his sig11alure. 

(2) At the close of the session, the chairman shall 

turn the original and lwo complete copies of the minule8 

over to th, Secretary of the Senate for distribution as 

follows: 

(a) original to the Montana Historical Society; 

(b} copy to the State Law Library of Mor1tana; and 

(c) copy to the Legislative Council. 

S]O 60. Commillee reports to Scndlc. (1) Reports of 

-12-
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standing committees shall be read on Order of Business No. 

2, and no debate may be had on any report unless a minority 

report has been submitted. 

(2) Committee reports may recommend approval, 

disapproval, or placement on consent cale11dar, with or 

without amendment. They may not be reported to the Senate 

without recommendation. 

(3) Any Senator seeking a reconsideration of the 

Senate's action on the adoption of a committee report shall 

do so on Order of Business No. 6 by motion to reconsider. 

Any Senator may make such motion and need not have voted on 

the prevailing side. This rule applies notwithstanding any 

joint rule to the contrary. 

(4) The Rules Committee and conference committees may 

report at any time, except du[ing a call of 

when a vote is being taken. 

S30-70. Pairs. Pairs in standing 

the Senate or 

committee a[e 

prohibited. Standing and select committees may by a majority 

vote of the committee authorize Senators to vote in absentia 

while engaged in other legislative business. Authorization 

for such voting shall be reflected in the committee minutes. 

S30-80. Committee hearings. (1) No bill or resolution 

shall be considered or become a law unles~ referred to a 

committee and returned therefrom. 

(2) A bill may be rereferred at any time before its 
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passage. 

S30-90. Notice of committee hearings -- exceptions. (l) 

Notice of a committee hearing must be made by posting the 

date, time, and subject of the hea[ing in a conspicuous 

public place not less than 3 legislative days in advance of 

the hearing. This 3-day notice requirement does not apply to 

hea[ings scheduled: 

(a) prior to the 3rd legislative day; 

(b) less than 5 legislative days before the transmittal 

deadline applicable to ~he subject of the hearing; or 

(C) to conside( confi[mation of a gubernatorial 

appointment received less than 10 legislative days before 

the last scheduled ddy of a legislative session. 

(2) When a committee hearing is scheduled with less 

thdn 3 days
1 

notice, the committee chairman shall use all 

practical means to disseminate notice of the hearing to the 

public. 

(3) Notice of conferl'nce committee hearings must be 

given as provided in Joint Rule 30-30. 

SJ0-100. Majority/minority reports. If the members of a 

committee cannot agree on a repo[t, the majority and 

minoriLy of the committee present at a committee meeting may 

submit separate reports. Only one minority report may Ue 

submiltl'lL Such reports shall be entered at length on the 

jourrtdl, unless otherwise ordered by the Senate. 
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S30-110. Consent calendar eligibility. ( 1) To be 

eligible for the consent calendar, le9islatio1\ must receive 

a unanimous vote by the members of the standing cortunittee in 

attendance (do pass, do pass as amended). 

(2) A motion must be made a11d passed unanimously to 

place the legislation on the consent calendar dnd this 

action reflected in the corM\ittee report. 

(3) Appropriations or revenue bills may not be 

reco~nended for the consent calendar. 

S30-120a Reconsideration in committee. Except for the 

Committee of the Whole, a committee may at any time prior to 

submitting a report to the Secretary of the Senate 

reconsider its previous action on legislation. 

S30-130. Committee requested legislation. (1) At least 

three-fourths of all the members of a standing committee 

must have voted in favor of the question to allow the 

committee to request the introduction of legislation. 

(2) The chairman of a committee shall introduce, or 

shall designate a member of the committee to introduce, 

legislation requested by the committee. 

(3) When a committee has proposed an amendment, thP 

chairman is the principal sponsor. 

Chapter 4 

Legislation 

S40-10. Tyi,,,s of legislation. The only 
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legislation that may be introduced in the Senate are those 

that have been drafted and approved by the Legislative 

Col1ncil and signed by a Senator. The types of legislation 

allowed include: 

(1) bills of any subject, except appropriations; 

(2) joint resolutions, which may: 

(a) express desire, opinion# sympathy, or request of 

the Legislature; 

(b) request 

subcommittee; 

an interim study 

' (c) adopt or amend the joi11t rules; 

by a legislative 

(d) set salaries and other terms of employment for 

legislative employees; and 

(e) accomplish other legislative duties required by 

law; and 

(3) simple resolutions, which may: 

(a) adopt or ame11d Senate rules; 

(b) provide for the internal affairs of the Senate; 

( c) express 

apµoinlments; 

confirmdtion of the Governor I s 

(d) make recommendations conc:erning the districting and 

apportionment plan as provided by Article V, section 14(4), 

of the Montana Co11stitution. 

640-20. Introlluction. ( 1) Upon receiviny a bill or 

resulution in triplicate from a Senator, the Secretary of 

-16-
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the Senate shall assign an appropriate sequential number, 

which constitutes introduction of the legislation. 

(2) Bills and resolutions may be preint coduced, 

assigned to committee, and printed pl"ior to the legislative 

session. The Legislative Council shall be responsible for 

and assuring the pceintroduction intent from each Senator 

presenting such legislation to the Secretary of the Senate. 

I 3) Upon referral to committee, the Secretary of the 

Senate shall publicly post a listing of the bill or 

resolution by a summary of its title, together with a 

notation of the committee to which it has been assigned. 

S40-30. Additional sponsors. (1) Additional sponsors 

may be added on motion of the chief sponsor at any time 

prior to a standing committee report on the bill or 

resolution. Forms for adding sponsors will be supplied on 

request by the Secretary of the Senate. 

(2) Upon passage of the motion, the names of the 

additional sponsors will be printed in the journal and the 

form containing the signatures of the additional sponsors 

will be forwarded to the Legislative Council with the 

original bill for the inclusion of the names in subsequent 

printings of the bill or resolution. 

540-40. Reading limitations. (1) Except for consent 

calenddr bills, every bill shall be read three times prior 

to passage, either by title or by summary of title as 
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provided in these rules. 

(2) No bill or resolution shall have more than one 

reading on the same day except the last legislative day. 

(J) No amendment may be offered on third reading. 

S40-50. Rules for questions requiring other than a 

majority vote. (1) When a question requires more than a 

majority vote for final passage, a majority vote is 

sufficient to decide any question relating to the question 

prior to third reading. 

(2) Any vote in l:.he Senate on a bill proposing an 

amendment to the Montana Constitution under circumstances in 

which there exists the mathematical possibility of obtaining 

the necessary two-thirds vote of the Legislature will cause 

the bill ta progress as though it had received the majority 

vote. 

(3) If a bill has been amended in the House of 

Representatives a11d the ame11d1uents are accepted by the 

Senate, the bill shall again be placed on third reading in 

the Senate to determine if the required number of votes has 

been cast. 

S40-60. Sch~duling for second reading~ (1) All bills 

and resolutions, except those recommended for the consent 

c.:1.lenddr, whid1 have been reported by a committee, accepted 

by tt,e Sendte d11d reproduced shall be scheduled 

considt"'Llt ion tJy Clunu,itlee of the Whole. 
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(2) Until the 50th legislative day, l day mu~t elapse 

between receiving the legislation f rum printing and 

scheduling for second reading for consideration by Committee 

of the Whole, 

(3) Legislation shall be arranged on the agenda in 

numerical order unless bills are grouped as companion bills 

or are placed in order otherwise by the Senate or Committee 

of the Whole. 

S40-70. Consent calendar procedure. (l) Legislation 

reported by committee for placement on the consent calendar 

stiall be sent to be processed and reproduced as a third 

reading version and specifically marked as a "consent 

Cdlendar" item. 

(2) Legislation shall be immediately posted (as soon as 

it is received as a third reading version) on the consent 

calendar and must remain there for l legislative day before 

consideration under Order of Business No, 11, special orders 

of the day. Al that time, the President of the Senate will 

announce consider at ion of the consent calendar and al low 

"reasonable time 11 for questior.s and answers upon reqlJest. No 

debate will be allowed. 

(3) Any three Senators may submit written objectiuns to 

the Secretary of the senate, a11d the legislation musl then 

bt· removed from the consent calendar anl1 aUded to the 

r~gular seco11d reading agenda. 
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(4) Consent calendar legislation must be added to the 

end of the third reading agenda and clearly identified as 

11 consent calendar'' and voted on individually. 

(5} Consent calendar legislation passed on third 

reading will then be transmitted to the House of 

Representatives. 

Chapter 5 

Floor Act ion 

S50-10. Attendance. Unless excused, Senators shall be 

present at every sitting of the Senate and shall vote an 

quest ions put before the &t:.nate. 

SS0-20. Orders of business. After prayer, roll call, 

and report on the journal, the order of business of the 

Se11dte is as follows: 

(1) commu~ications and petitions; 

(2} reports of standing committees; 

(3) reports of select committees; 

(4) messages from the Governor; 

(5} messages from the llouse of R~prese11tatives; 

(6) motions; 

(7) first reading and commitment of bills; 

(8) second reading of bills (Committee of lhe Whole); 

(9) third reading of bills and consent cale1,dar bills; 

(10) u11finishcd busir,ess; 

( 11) special orders of the day; and 

-20-
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(12} announcement of committee meetings. 

To revert to or pass to a new order of business requires 

only a majority vote. Unless otherwise specified in the 

motion to recess, the Senate shall revert to Order of 

Business No. 1 when reconvening after a recess. 

SS0-30. Limitations on debate. No Senator may speak 

more than twice on any one motion or question without 

unanimous consent of the Senate, unless he has introduced or 

proposed the motion or question under debate, in which case 

he may speak twice and also close the debate. However, a 

Senator who has spoken may not speak again on the same 

motion or question to the exclusion of a Senator who has not 

spoken. 

S50-40. Procedure upon offering a motion. (1) When a 

motion is offered it shall be restated by the presiding 

officer. If requested by the presiding officer or a Senator, 

it shall be reduced to writing, presented at the rostrum, 

and read aloud by the Secretary, 

(2) A motion may be withdrawn by Lhe Senator offering 

it at any time before it is amended or voted upon. 

S50-50. Precedence of motions. (1) When a question is 

under debate only the following privileged and subsidiary 

motions shall be made: 

(a) to adjourn; 

(bl for a call of the Sendte; 

-21-

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

2] 

24 

2~ 

( c) to recess; 

(d) question of privilege; 

(e) to lay on the table; 

(fl for the previous question; 

(g) to postpone to a certain day; 

(h) to refer or commit; 

(i) to amend; and 

(j) to postpone indefinitely, 

SR 0001/01 

(2) The motions listed in subsection (1) of this 

section have precedence in the order listed. 

(3) A question may be indefinitely postponed by a 

majority roll call of all Senators present and voting. When 

a bill or resolution is postponed indefinitely, it is 

finally rejected and mdy not be acted upon again during the 

biennium except upon a motion of reconsideration. 

(4) No motion or proposition on a subject different 

from that under consideration shall be admitted under color 

of amendment or substitute. 

S50-60. Nondebatable motions. The following motions are 

not debdtable: 

( 1 l to adjourn; 

( 2) for a call of the Senate; 

(]) to recess; 

( 4) for parliamentary inquiry; 

( 5) for suspe11sio11 of the rules; 

-22-
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(6) to lay on the table; 

(7) for the previous question; 

(8) to limit, extend the limits of, or to close debate; 

(9) to amend an undebatable motion; 

(10) to divide a question; 

(11) to pass business in Committee of the Whole; 

(12) to take from the table; 

( 13) a decision of the presiding officer, unless 

appealed or unless he submits the question to the Senate for 

advice or decision; and 

(14) all incidental motions, such as motio11s relating to 

voting or other questions of a general procedural nature. 

S50-70. Amending motions. No more than one amendment 

and no more than one substitute motion may be made to a 

motion. This rule permits the main motion and two modifying 

mulions. 

S~0-80. Previous qucslion. (1) Except as provided in 

s1Jbsection (2) of this rule, the effect of calling for the 

previous question, if adopted, is to close debate 

imn1ediately, to prevent the offering of amenJments or olher 

slitisidiary motions, and to bring to vole promptly the 

immpiJ1ately pending main question and the ac.Jhering 

StJ~siJiary moti01\s, whelt1er on appeal or otherwi~i 

( 2) Wlit'n the previous quest ion is ordered on any 

d(·G,it,1l1le qu~slion on which there has been no debdt~, the 
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question may be debated for one-half hour, one-half of such 

time to be given to the proponents and one-half to the 

opponents. 

(3) A call of the Senate is not in order after the 

previous question is ordered unless it appears upon an 

aclual count by the presiding officer that a quorum is not 

present. 

S50-90. Reconsideration. (1) Any Senator may, on the 

day the vote was taken or on the next day the Senate is in 

session, move to reconsider the question. 

(2) A motion to rec~nsider may not be withdrawn after 

such next legislative day without the unanimous consent of 

the Senate, and thereafter any Senator may call it up for 

consideration; however, a motion to reconsider made after 

the 54th day of. the session sh.J.11 be disposed of when ma.de. 

(3) A motion to recall a bill from the House of 

Representatives cor1stitutes notice to reconsider and shall 

be acted on as a motion to reconsider. A motion to 

reconsider or to recall a bill from th~ House of 

Represer1tatives may be made only under Order of Busi11ess No. 

6 and, under that order of business, takes precedence over 

all motio11s except molions to recess or adjour11. 

( 4) When a mot ion to reconsider is la.id on the table, 

a two-third8 majurity is requi1·ed to take it fron1 the table. 

Wt1t•1l a motion to r~co11sider fails, the question is finally 
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and conclusively settled. 

(5} If a motion to reconsider third reading action is 

carried, there shall be no further action until 

succeeding legislative day. 

the 

S50-100. Dividing a question. A Senator may move to 

divide a question if it includes two or more propositions so 

distinct in substance that if one thing is taken away a 

substantive question will remain. 

S50-110. Confecence committee reports. When a 

conference committee report is filed with the Secretary of 

the Senate, the same shdll be read under Order of Business 

No. 3, select committees, and placed on the calendar the 

succeeding legislative day for consideration on second 

reading. If recommended favorably by the Committee of the 

Whole, it may be considered on third reading the same 

legislative day. 

S50-120. Second reading. (1) The Senate may resolve 

itself into a Committee of the Whole for consideration of 

business on second reading, by approval of a motion for that 

purpose, 

(2) Aftec a Committee of the Whole has been formed, the 

President shall appoint a chairman to preside. 

(3) All legislation considered in Committee of the 

Wh0le shall be read by a summary of its title. Prop"sP<l 

am~ndments shall be considered; then the bill shall be 
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considered in its entirety. 

(4) Prior to adoption of the Committee of the Whole 

report, a Senator may move to segregate legislation. If the 

motion prevails, the legislation remains on second reading. 

(5) When a Committee of the Whole report on legislation 

is rejected, the legislation shall remain on second reading. 

S50-130. Committee of the Whole amendments. (l) All 

Cammi t tee of the 

stipulating the date 

Whole 

and 

amendments shall be 

time of preparation 

prepared, 

and staff 

approval, and delivered to the Secretary of the Senate for 

reading before the amendment is voted on. 

(2) Each amendment, rejected or adopted, shall be 

printed in the journal, along with the name of the sponsor 

and the vote on each. 

550-140. Motions in Committee of the Whole. (1) All 

proper motions on second reading are debatable. 

(2) The only motions in order during Committee of the 

Whole are to: 

(a) amend; 

( b) recommend passage or nonpassage; 

( c) recommend concur re nee or nonconcur re nee; 

(d) indefinitely postpone; 

(e) pass consideration; 

( f) r i SL'; 

(g) ri!il' ~1nd report; or 
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(h) rise and report progress and ask leave to sit 

again. 

550-150. Committee of the Whole -- generally. 11) The 

committee may not appoint subcommittees. 

(2) The committee may not punish its members for 

misconduct, but may report disorder to the Senate. 

S50-l60. Voting on second reading. On Order oE Business 

No. 8, in addition to other methods, a recorded vote may be 

made in the following manner: the chair may call for a voice 

vote to accept or reject a question. If the vote is other 

than unanimous, the chair may ask that the lesser number on 

the question indicate their vote by standing. The Secretary 

will then record the vote of those standing. The chair may 

then rule that unless excused those not standing and present 

have voted on the prevailing side of the question and that 

their vote be recorded as such. If there was a unanimous 

voice vote, all those present will be recorded as having 

voled for the question. 

650-170. Third reading procedure. (1) All legislation 

passing second reading shall be placed on third re~ding the 

ddy f0llowi119 the receipt of the engrossing or other 

dppropridte printing report. 

(2) On Order of Business No. 9 the Secretary shall read 

ll1e title an<l the President shall state tht' quest.io11 as 

fL1llows: ''Sen,1le bill number (or ot ht: r dpprnpr i ate 
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identification) ..••. having been read three several times, 

the question is, shall the bill (or other appropriate 

identification) pass the Senate? 1
' 

I 3) If an electronic voting system is used, the 

Preside~t shall state ''Those in favor vote yes and those 

opposed vote no'' and the Secretary will sound the signal and 

open the board for voting. After a reasonable pause the 

presiding officer asks "Has every member voted?'' (reasonable 

pause), "Does any member wish to change his or her vote?'' 

I reasonable pause), "The Secretary will record the vote." 

550-180. Senate ~ot~fl9- 11) A roll call vote shall be 

taken on the request of two Senators, if the request occurs 

b~fore the vote is taken. 

12) On a roll call vote the names of the Senators shall 

be called alphabetically, unless an electronic voting system 

is used. A Sencttor may r1ot vote or change his vote after the 

decisio11 is announced from the chair. A Senator may not 

explain his vote u11til after the decision is announced from 

the chair. 

S~0-190. Pairs. (1) Two Senators may pair on a question 

ll1ctt will be determined by a majority vote. on a questio11 

rcgl,iring a two-thirds vote for adoption, three Senators may 

pdir, with two Senators for lhe question and one Sendtor 

agai11st. Pairi11g is per1nitled O11Jy whe:1 0r1e of the p3ireJ 

Set1ators is exc,1s~d when the vote is take11. 
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(2) An agreement to pair must be in writing and dated 

and signed by the Senators agreeing to be bound, and must 

specify the duration of the pair. When an agreement to pair 

is filed with the Secretary of the Senate, it shall bind the 

Senators signing until the expiration of time for which it 

was signed, unless the paired Senators sooner appear and ask 

that the agreement be canceled. 

(3) Pairs in Committee of the Whole are prohibited. 

SS0-200. Call of the Senate, (l) In the absence of a 

quorum, a majority of Senators present may compel the 

attendance of absent Senators by orderi11g a call of the 

Senate. 

(2) If a quorum is present, five Senators may order a 

call of the Senate. 

(3) On a call of the Senate, a Senator who refuses to 

altend may be arrested by the Sergeant-at-Arms or any other 

person, as the majority of such Senators present shall 

direct. When the attendance of an absent Senator is secured 

and the Senate refuses to excuse the Senator 1 s absence, the 

Senator shall not be paid any expense payments during his 

ab~ence and is liable for the expenses incurred in procuring 

his attendance. 

(4) During a call of the Senate, all business shall be 

suspended. After a call has been ordered, no motion is in 

order except a motion to adjourn or remove the call. The 
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Chapter 6 

Rules 

SR 0001/0l 

S60-10. Senate rules. (l) A motion to amend or adopt a 

rule of the Senate shall be referred to the Rules Committee 

without debate. A rule of the Senate may be amended or 

adopted only with the concurrence of a majority of the 

Senate and after 1 day's notice. 

(2) A rule may be suspended temporarily by a two-thirds 

vote. 

S60-20. Mason's Manual of Legislative Procedure. 

Mason's Manual of Legislative Procedure (1989) governs the 

proceedings of the Senate in all cases not covered by these 

rules. 

S60-30. Quorum. A majority of the Senate shall 

constilule a quorum to do business, but a smaller number may 

adjourn from ddy to day and compel the attendance of absent 

Senators, in such manner and under such penalties as the 

Senate may prescribe (Montana Constitution, Art. V, Sec. 

10(2)). 

Chapter 7 

Nominations from the Governor 

Sr/0-10. Nominal ions. ( l) 'l'he Governor shall nominate 

and, by and with the conser\t of the Senate, appoi11t all 

officers whose offices are established by the Montana 
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Constitution or which may be created by law and for whom 

appointment or election is not otherwise provided. 

(2) If during a recess of the Se1late a vacd11cy occurs 

in any such office, the Governor shall appoint some fit 

person to discharge the duties thereof until the next 

meeting of the Senate, when he shall nominate a person to 

fill such office. 

S70-20.. Introduction and first re.iding of nominations. 

(1) Nominations received from the Governor are: 

(a) received by the President; 

(b) delivered to the Secretary of the Senate; 

{c) read under Order of Business No. 4, messages from 

the Governor; and 

(d) referred to committee. 

(2) The above procedure constilules introduction and 

firsl reading of the nominations. 

(3) The Secretary shall distribute a copy of the list 

of 11uminations to each s~nator. 

S70-l0. Committee process. (1) (a) The committee shall 

hold hearings on the nominations after appropriate public 

nol i c~ has been made. 

(b) As part of the hearing process, the committee may 

re4uest biographical information from the Governor fo1 edch 

nominee, if none has been provided. 

(2) Following the hearings. the committee shall issue 
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preliminary standing committee reports to be distributed to 

each Senator, stating the committee's recommendations 

concerning the nominees. 

(3) (a) If a Senator wishes to have an individual 

nominee, or group of nominees, considered by the Senate 

separately from the group of nominees recommended by the 

committee, the Senator may request of the chairman of the 

committee that lhe nominee or nominees be considered by a 

separate resolution. 

(b) A Senator must request separate consideration of a 

nominee within 3 days ~t receipl of the preliminary standing 

committee reporl. The committee chairman shdll honor this 

request. 

14) After waiting 3 days from the day of distribution 

of the prelimindry standing committee report, the committee 

chairman shall issue formal standing committee reports for 

simple resolutions based on reci_Jmmendations from the 

Senators and deliver the reports to the Secretary of the 

Senate, 

(5) The Secretary will assign numbers and read the 

reports under Order of Business No. 2, reports of standing 

committees, and forward tl.1..:m to the Legislative Council for 

processing and printing. 

(6) Thereafter, the resolution must be placr·.l on Order 

of Businegs No. 11 the next legislative day for 
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4 AppendiK A 

Motions to 

in order 

appcove 

and may 

5 List of Questions Requiring Other Than a Majority Vote 

6 The following questions require the vote specified: 

or 

be 

7 (1) a call of the Senate with a quorum (five Senators); 

8 (2) a motion to lift a call of the Senate (two-thirds 

9 of the members present and voting); 

10 

11 

(3) a motion to amend or suspend rules (two-thirds); 

(4) a motion to override the Governor's veto 

12 (two-thirds); 

13 (5) a motion to approve a bill to appropriate the 

14 principal of the coal trust fund (three-fourths of each 

15 house); 

16 (6) a motion to approve a bill to appropriate highway 

17 revenue as described in Article VIII, section 6, of the 

18 Montana Constitution for purposes other than therein 

19 described (three-fifths of each house); 

20 (7) a motion to approve a bill proposing to amend the 

21 Montana Constitution (two-thirds of the entire Legislature); 

22 and 

23 (8) an appeal of the ruling of the presiding officer 

24 (one Senator, seconded by two other Senators). 

-End-
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