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REPRESE TATIVES OF THE Tate or MONTANA REQUESTING THE

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL TO AMEND THE BILL DRAFTING MANUAL AND

BILL DRAFTING STANDARDS TO STRENGTHEN THE REQUIREMENTS FOR
THE USE OF GENDER NEUTRAL TERMS AND TO USE THOSE PRBILL
DRAFTING STANDARDS IN ALL FUTURE BILL DRAFTS; REQUESTING THE
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL AND THE CODE COMMISSIONER TO JOINTLY
INVESTIGATE THE FEASIBILITY AND COST OF AMENDING THE MONTANA
CODE ANNOTATED TO MAKE ALL CURRENT LAWS GENDER NEUTRAL; AND
REQUIRING THAT THE RESULTS OF THE INVESTIGATION BE REFPORTED
TO THE 53RD LEGISLATURE.

WHEREAS, the Montana Code Annotated (MCA) consists of
approximately 28,000 sections of law; and

WHEREAS, many of those sections were originally drafted
in territorial days or in early statehood and use masculine
terms to refer to persons who could be either feminine or
masculine; and

WHEREAS, the codified rules of statutory construction in
Montana discourage the use of gender neutral terms in new
legislation by providing in sections 1-1-201(2) and

1-2-105(2), MCA, that masculine gender words iaclude the
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feminine gender; and

WHEREAS, mast MCA sections that use gender references
use the masculine gender, employing words such as "he" or
"him" when referring generally to a person required to
comply with the law cor when referring to a particular
person, such as an agency director; and

WHEREAS, as an example of the overuse of masculine words
in the MCA, the wcrd "him" occurs 2,230 times in 1,649
sections of law in the 1989 MCA but the word "her"” occurs
only 98 times in 69 sections of law; and

WHEREAS, other states, such as Oregon, Minnesota,
Wisconsin, and Kansas, have revised or are revising their
state statutes to make those statutes gender neutral; and

WHERERS, use of gender neutral terms in the state laws
encourages equal treatment of men and women under law,
reflects the official respect of the Legislature Eor that
equality, and demcnstrates the commitment of the state to
treat men and women egually; and

WHEREAS, use of gender neutral terms in all future bill
drafts will gradually reduce the use of gender specific
terms in the MCA: and

WHEREAS, revision of existing Montana statutes to make
them gender neutral is a worthy goal of the Legislature but
s a large undertaking that should be carefully investigated

by the Legislative Council and the Code Commissioner before
-2- INTRODUCED BILL
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any such revision is undertaken.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE
OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE QOF MONTANA:

That the Legislative Council revise the Bill Drafting
Manual to strengthen the gender neutral bill drafting
standards contained in the manual and that the Council and
its staff vigorously use those standards and gender neutral
terms in all future bill drafts.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Legislative Council and
the Code Commissioner jointly study the process of, time
regquirements for, and cost of amending all appropriate
sections ©of the MCA to make the MCA gender neutral and that
the study include the possibility of receiving private
funding for all or any part of the amendment process.

BE 1T FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Legislative Council
report the results of the study to the 53rd Legislature.

-End-
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REPRESENTATIVES OF THE TATE OF MONTANA REQUESTING THE
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL TO AMEND THE BILL DRAFTING MANUAL AND
BILL DRAFTING STANDARDS TO STRENGTHEN THE REQUIREMENTS FOR
THE USE OF GENDER NEUTRAL TERMS AND TO USE THOSE BILL
DRAFTING STANDARDS IN ALL FUTURE BILL DRAFTS; REQUESTING THE
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL AND THE CODE COMMISSIONER TO JOINTLY
INVESTIGATE THE FEASIBILITY AND COST OF AMENDING THE MONTANA
CODE ANNOTATED TO MAKE ALL CURRENT LAWS GENDER NEUTRAL; AND
REQUIRING THAT THE RESULTS OF THE INVESTIGATION BE REPORTED
TO THE 53RD LEGISLATURE.

WHEREAS, the Montana Code Annotated ({MCA) consists of
approximately 28,000 sections of law:; and

WHEREAS, many of those sections were originally drafted
in territorial days or in early statehood and use masculine
terms to refer to persons who could be either feminine or
masculine; and

WHERERS, the codified rules of statutory construction in
Montana discourage the use of gender neutral terms in new
legislation by providing in sections 1-1-201(2) and

L1=2-10%(2), MCA, that masculine gender words include the

f\ ‘Alnﬂrana legisiative Courcd

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19

20

LC 2076/01

feminine gender; and

WHEREAS, most MCA sections that use gender references
use the masculine gender, employing worc¢s such as “"he" or
"him" when referring generally to a person reguired to
comply with the law or when referring to a particular
perscon, such as an agency director:; and

WHEREAS, as an example of the overuse of masculine words
in the MCA, the word "him" occurs 2,230 times in 1,649
sections of law in the 1989 MCA but the word “"her™ occurs
only 98 times in 69 sections of law; and

WHEREARS, other states, such as Oregon, Minnesota,
Wisconsin, and Kansas, have revised or are revising their
state statutes to make those statutes gender neutral:; and

WHEREAS, use of gender neutral terms in the state laws
encourages equal treatment ocf men and women under law,
reflects the official respect of the Legislature for that
equality, and demonstrates the commitment of the state to
treat men and women egually; and

WHEREAS, vuse of gender neutral terms in all future bill
drafts will graduwally reduce the use of gender specific
terms in the MCA; and

WHEREAS, revision of existing Montana statutes to make
them gender neutral is a worthy goal of the Legislature but
's a4 large undertaking thart should be caretully investigated

Ly the Lenistative Council and the Ccde Commissicner before
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any avch revision 1s undertakan.

NOW, THCREFORE, BE It RESQLVED BY TiIE SENATY AND THE HOUSE
OF BEPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

That tho Legislative Councli revise the Bill Drafiing
#anual to srreangthen the gender seutral bBill drafoing
standards contained in the maneal and that the Council  and
its staff vigorously use those standards and gender nentral
terms in all future bill drafts.

BE IT PURTRER RESOLVED, that the Legislative Council and
rhe Code Commigsioner joinzly study the process of, time
reguirements for. and cost of amending Aall appropriate
sections of the MCA to make the MUR gender neutral and that
the study inclade the possibility of receiving privats
funding for &ll or any part of the amendment process.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Legislative Council
report the results of the study to the 32rd Legislature.

-End-—-
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REPRESENTATIVES OF THE TATE OF MONTANA REQUESTING THE

LEGISLATIVE CQUNCIL TO AMEND THE BILL DRAFTING MANUAL AND
BILL DRAFTING STANDARDS TO STRENGTHEN THE REQUIREMENTS FOR
THE USE OF GENDER NEUTRAL TERMS AND TO USE THOSE BILL
DRAFTING STANDARDS IN ALL FUTURE BILL DRAFTS; REQUESTING THE
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL AND THE CODE COMMISSIONER TO JOINTLY
INVESTIGATE THE FEASIBILITY AND COST OF AMENDING THE MONTANA
CODE ANNOTATED TO MAKE ALL CURRENT LAWS GENDER NEUTRAL; AND
REQUIRING THAT THE RESULTS OF THE INVESTIGATION BE REPORTED

TO THE S3RD LEGISLATURE.

WHEREAS, the Montana Code Annotated (MCA}) consists of
approximately 28,000 sections of law: and

WHEREAS, many of those séctions were originally drafted
in territorial days or in early statehood and use masculine
terms to refer to persons who could be either feminine or
masculine; and

WHEREAS, the codified rules of statutory construction in
Mentana discourage the use of gender neutral terms in new
legislation by providing in sections 1-1-201(2) and

i-2-18%({2), MCA, that masculine gender words include the
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feminine gender; and

WHEREAS, most MCA sections that use gender references
use the masculine gender, employing words such as "he" or
"him" when rteferring generally to a person required to
comply with the law or when referring to a particular
person, such as an agency director; and

WHEREAS, as an example of the overuse of masculine words
in the MCA, the word "him* occurs 2,230 times in 1,649
sections of law in the 1989 MCA but the word "her" occuts
only 98 times in 69 sections of law; and

WHEREAS, other states, such as Oregon, Minnesota,
Wisconsin, and Kansas, have revised or are revising their
state statutes to make those statutes gender neutral; and

WHEREAS, use of gender neutral terms in the state laws
encourages equal treatment of men and women under law,
reflects the official respect of the Legistature for that
equality, and demonstrates the commitment of the state to
treat men and women equally; and

WHEREAS, use of gender neutral terms in all future bill
drafts will gradually reduce the use of gender specific
terms in the MCA; and

WHEREAS, revision of existing Montana statutes to make
them gender neutral is a worthy goal of the Legislature but
it a large nadertaking that shosld be carefully investigated

by the Legisltative Council and the Code Commissiianer before
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any such revision is undertaken.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE
OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

That the Legislative Council revise the Bill Drafting
Manual to strengthen the gender neutral bill drafting
standards contained in the manual and that the Council and
its staff vigorously use those standards and gender neutral
terms in all future bill drafts.

BE 1T FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Legislative Council and
the Ccde Commissioner jointly study the process of, t.ime
requirements for, and cost of amending all appropriate
sections of the MCA to make the MCA gender neutral and that
the study include the possibility of receiving private
funding for all or any part of the amendment process.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Legislative Council
report the results of the study to the 53rd Legislature.

-End-





