
SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 4 

INTRODUCED BY VANVALKENBURG, DRISCOLL 
Bi REQUEST OF THE JOINT RULES COMMITTEE 

JANUARY 5, 1991 

JANUARY 7, 1991 

JANUARY 10, 1991 

JANUARY 11, 1991 

JANUARY 12, 1991 

JANUARY 14, 1991 

JANUARY 17, 1991 

JANUARY 18, 1991 

JANUARY 21, 1991 

JANUARY 21, 1991 

INTRODUCED AND REFERRED TO COMMITTEE 
ON RULES. 

FIRST READING. 

COMMITTEE RECOMMEND BILL 
DO PASS AS AMENDED. REPORT ADOPTED. 

· PRINT ING REPORT. 

SECOND READING, DO PASS. 

ENGROSSING REPORT. 

THIRD READING, PASSED, 
AYES, 49; NOES, 0. 

TRANSMITTED TO HOUSE. 

IN THE HOUSE 

INTRODUCED AND REFERRED TO COMMITTEE 
ON RULES. 

FIRST READING. 

COMMITTEE RECOMMEND BILL BE 
CONCURRED IN. REPORT ADOPTED. 

SECOND READING, CONCURRED IN. 

THIRD READING, CONCURRED IN. 
AYES, 96; NOES, 1. 

RETURNED TO SENATE. 

IN THE SENATE 

RECEIVED FROM HOUSE, 

SENT TO ENROLLING. 

REPORTED CORRECTLY ENROLLED. 
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SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 4 

INTRODUCED BY VANVALKENBURG, DRISCOLL 

BY REQUEST OF THE JOINT RULES COMMITTEE 

A JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF 

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA TO ADOPT JOINT RULES 

TO GOVERN THEIR PROCEEDINGS. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE 

OF REORESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

That the following joint rules be adopted: 

CHAPTER 10 

ADMINISTRATION 

10-10. Time of meeting. Each house may order its time 

of meeting. 

10-20. Legislative day -- duration. (1) If either house 

is in session on a given day, that day constitutes a 

legislative day. 

(2) A legislative day for a house ends either 24 hours 

after that house convenes for the day or at the time the 

house convenes for the following legislative day, whichever 

is earlier. 

10-30. Schedules. The presiding officer of each house 

shall coordinate its schedule to accommodate the workload of 

the other house. 

~na ""'""''" council 

l 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

SJR 0004/01 

10-40. Adjournment -- recess -- meeting place. A house 

may not, without the consent of the other, adjourn or recess 

for more than 3 days or to any place other than that in 

which the two houses are 

V, Sec. 10 ( 5 l) . 

sitting (Montana Constitution, Art. 

10-50. Access of press. Subject to the presiding 

officer's discretion on issues of decorum and order, an 

accredited press representative may not be prohibited from 

photographing, televising, or recording a legislative 

meeting or hearing. 

10-60. Conflict of interest. A member who has a 

personal or private interest in any measure or bill proposed 

or pending before the Legislature shall disclose the fact to 

the house of which he is a member. 

10-70. Telephone calls. (1) Long distance telephone 

calls made by a member while the Legislature is in session 

or the member is in travel status are considered official 

legislative business. These include, but are not limited to, 

calls made to constituencies, places of business, and family 

members. 

(2) Session staff, including aides and internsr may use 

telephones for long distance calls only if specifically 

authorized to do so by thei legislative sponsor or 

supervisor. Sponsoring 

accountable for use of 

members and supervisors are 

telephones by their staff, state 

-2-
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incltiding aides and interns, and may not authorize others to 

use state phones. 

(3) Permanent staff of the Legislature shall comply 

with executive branch rules applying to the use of state 

telephones. 

10-80. Joint employees. The presiding officers of each 

house, acting together, shall: 

(a} hire joint employees: and 

(b) review a dispute or complaint involving the 

competency or decorum of a joint employee, and dismiss, 

suspen<l, or retain the employ~e. 

10-90. J,,•gislcltiVe interns. Qualifications for 

legislative interns are specified in Title 5, chapter 6, 

MCA. 

10-100. Legislative Council. (1) The staff of the 

Le'gislative Council shall serve both houses as required. 

(2) Staff members shall: 

(a) maintain personnel files for legislative employees; 

and 

(b) prepare payrolls for certification and signature by 

the presiding officer and prepare a monthly financial 

report. 

10-110. Compensation of legislative employees. The 

Legislature by joint resolution shall prescribe tht'' 

compe11sation of the employees of each house. 
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10-120. Engrossing and enrolling staff -- duties. (1) 

The Legislative Council shall hire all engrossi·ng and 

enrolling staff. 

(2) The duties of the engrossing and enrolling staff 

are: 

(a) to engross or enroll any bill or resolution 

delivered to them within 48 hours after it has been 

received, unless further time is granted in writing by the 

presiding officer of the house in which the bill originated; 

and 

{b) to correct clerical errors, absent the objection of 

the sponsor of a bill, resolution, or amendment and the 

Secretary of the Senate or the Chief Clerk of the House of 

Representatives in any bill or amendment originating in the 

house by which the Clerk or Secretary is emp)oyed. The 

following kinds of clerical errors may bP corrected: 

(i) errors in spelling; 

(ii) errors in numbering sections; 

(iii) additio11s or deletions of unJerli11ing or lines 

through matter to be stricken; 

( iv) material copied incorrectly from the Montana Code 

Annotated; 

(v) errors in outlining or in internal references; 

(vi) an error in a title ca.used by an amt•nJm~nt; 

(vii) an error in a catchline C<iL.sed by an amendn,.~nt; 
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to the Montana Code 

(ix) other nonconformities of an amendment with Bill 

Drafting Manual form. 

(3) The engrossing and enrolling staff shall give 

notice in writing of the clerical correction to the 

Secretary of the Senate or the Chief Clerk of the House and 

to the sponsor of the bill or amendment. Any of these may 

register an objection to the correction by filing the 

objection in writing within 24 hours after receipt of the 

notice. 

(4) If a committee is the sponsor of a bill or 

resolution, any committee member designated by the chairman 

may be the principal sponsor for the purpose of this 

section. If a committee has proposed an amendment, the 

chairman is the principal sponsor for the purpose of this 

section. 

10-130. Bills. (1) A bill draft request must 

sponsored by a member of the Legislature. 

(2) A bill must be: 

(a) printed on paper with numbered lines; 

be 

(b} numbered at the foot of each page {except page l}; 

(c) introduced in triplicate; and 

(d) for the original copy, covered with a cover page w[ 

a substantial material. 
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(3} In a section amending an existing statute, matter 

to be stricken out must be indicated with a line through the 

words or part to be deleted, and new matter must be 

underlined. 

(4) Sections of the Montana Code Annotated repealed or 

amended in a bill must be stated in the title, except in 

general appropriation bills and bills for tl-e codification 

and general revision of the laws. 

(5) Introduced bills must be reproduced on white paper 

and distribuced to members. 

10-140. Voting. (1) A bill may not become a law except 

by vote of the constitutionally required majority of all the 

members present and voting in each house (Montana 

Constitution, Art. V, Sec. 11(1)). On final passage, the 

vote must be taken by ayes and noes and the names of those 

voting entered on the journal (Montana Constitution, Art. v, 

Sec. 11(2)), 

(2) Any vote in one house on a bill proposing an 

amendment to The Constitution of the State of Montana under 

circumstances in which there exists the mathematical 

possibility of obtaining the n~cessary two-thirds vote of 

the Legislature will cause the bill to progress as though it 

had received the majority vote. 

10-150. Recording and publication of voting. (1) Ev~ry 

vote of each mt,01bcr on each substantive question in the 
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Legislature, in any convnittee, or in Committee o'f the Whole 

must be r'ecorded and made public. On final passage of any 

bi 11 or joint ·resolution, the vote ·must be taken by ayes and 

noes ahd the names entered on the journal. 

(2) "Roll cal 1 votes must -be taken by ayes and noes and 

the names entered on the journal on adopting an adverse 

committee report and on those motions made in Committee of 

the Whole to, 

(a) amend; 

(b) recommend passage or nonpassage; 

(C) recommend concurrence or nonconcurrence; or 

(d) indefinitely postpone. 

( 3) A roll call vote must be tak-en on nonsubstantive 

questions on the request c,f t-wo ·members ·Who ~may, on any 

vote, requ·est that the ayes ,and noes be spread upon the 

journal. 

{4) Roll call votes and other vet.es that are to be made 

public but are not specifically required to be spread upon 

the journal must be entered in the minutes of the 

appropriate committee or of the appropriate house (Montana 

Constitution, Art. v, Sec. 11(2)). A copy of the minutes 

must be filed with the ·Montana Historical Society. 

10-160. Journal. Each house shall: 

(1) supply the Legislative Council with the contents of 

the daily journal to be stored on a11 automdted system; 
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(2) examine its journal and order correction of any 

errors; and 

(3) distribut-e a daily journal to all members. 

10-170. Journals -- authentication -- distribution. (1) 

The journal of the Senate must be authenticated Qy the 

signature of the President and the journal of the House of 

Representatives by the signature of the Speaker. 

(2) The Legislative Council shall distribute the 

completed journals (sections s-11-201 through 5-11-203, 

MCA). 

CHAPTER 30 

COMMITTEES 

30-10. Committee chaivma-n. Except as provided in Joint 

Rules 30-50 and 30-60, the chairman of the Senate committee 

is the chairmdn of all joint committees. 

30-20. Voting in joint committees. (1) Except for Rules 

Committees and conference committees, a member of a joint 

committee vot-es individually and not by the house of which 

he or she is a member, 

(2) Because the Rules Committees and conference 

committees are -joint meetings of separate committees, in 

thi,se committees the committees from each house vote 

separately. A majority of each committee must agree before 

any action m~y be taken, unless otherwise specified by 

individual house rules. 
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30-30. Conference committees. (1) If either house 

requests a conference and appoints a committee for the 

purpose of discussing an amendment on which the two houses 

cannot agree, the other house shall appoint a committee for 

the same purpose. The time and place of all conference 

committee meetings must be agreed upon by their chairmen and 

announced from the rostrum. This announcement is in order at 

any time. Failure to make this announcement does not affect 

the validity of the legislation being considered. 

(2) A conference committee, having conferred, shall 

report to the respective houses the result of its 

conference. A conference committee shall confine itself to 

consideration of the disputed amendment. The committee may 

recommend: 

(a) acceptance or rejection of each disputed amendment 

in its entirety; or 

(b) further amendment of the disputed amendment. 

(3) If either house requests a free conference 

committee and the other house concurs, appointments must be 

made in the same manner as above. A free conference 

committee may discuss a bill in its entirety and is not 

confined to a particular amendment. 

30-40. Confer~.ice committee -- enrolling. A conference 

committee report shall give clericdl instructions for a 

corrected reference bill and for enrolling by referring to 
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the reference bill version. 

30-50. Committee consideration of appropriation bills. 

(1) All bills providing for an appropriation of public money 

may first be considered by a joint committee composed of the 

members of the Senate Committee on Finance and Claims and 

the House Committee on Appropriations, and then by each 

separately. 

( 2) Meetings of the joint committee must be held upon 

call of the chairman of the House Committee on 

Appropriations, who is chairman of the joint committee. 

30-60. Estimation of revenue. (l} The Revenue Oversight 

Committee shall introduce a House resolution for the purpose 

of estimating revenue that may be available for 

appropriation by the Legislature. 

{2) Meetings of the Revenue Oversight Committee for 

purposes of estimating revenue must be held upon the call of 

the chairman. The Revenue oversight Committee shall issue 

periodic reports to each of the houses, indicating the 

committee's current revenue projections. The reports must be 

issued on the 40th day and the 60th day. 

30-70. Oversight of joint legislative agencies and 

committees. The President of the Senate, the Speaker of the 

House, and the minority leaders of the Senate and the House 

comprise a legislative management committee which shall meet 

from tim~ to time at the request of one of its members to 
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review ahd oversee the activiti~s of joint agencies and 

committees of the legislative branch established by law or 

resbllltioh. The cotntnittee may consider, without limitation, 

matters cortcerhing jurisdictional disputes between joint 

agencies and committees, agency salary schedules and 

employment policies, and any other matter bearing upon the 

efficient operation of the legislative branch. The committee 

may make such recommendations as it chooses to the 

appropriate authority or the Legislature. 

CHl\sPTER 40 

LE:GISLATION 

40-10. Amendment ·ta ·state constitution. A bill must be 

used to propose ctn am'endrnent to The Constitution of the 

State of Montana. The bill is not subject to the veto of the 

Governor (Montana Constitution, Art. VI, Sec. 10{1)). 

40-20. Appropriation bills. (1) All appropriation bills 

must originate in the House of Representatives. 

(21 Appropriation bills for the operation of the 

Legislatur·e rilust be introduced by the chairman of the House 

Committee on A·ppropriations. 

40-30. Effective dates. {l) Every statute, except one 

tha·t provides for appropriation by the Legislature of public 

funds for a public purpose, takes effect on October 1 

following its passage and approval, unless a different time 

is prescribed therein. 
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(2) A law appropriating public funds for a public 

purpose takes effect on July 1 following its passage and 

approval, unless a different time is prescribed therein. 

(3) A joint resolution takes effect on its passage 

unless a different time is prescribed therein (sections 

1-2-201 and 1-2-202, MCA). 

40-40. Bill requests and introduction -- limits and 

procedures. (1) Prior to a regular session, a person 

entitled to serve in that session, hereafter referred to as 

a "member", is entitled to request bill drafting services 

from the Legislative Council, subject to the following 

limits: 

(a) Pr-ior to 5 p.m. on December 5 preceding a regulac 

session of the Legislature, a member may request an 

unlimited number of bills and resolutions to be prepared by 

the Legislative Council for introduction in the regular 

session. 

(b) After 5 p.m. on December 5, a member ma.y request no 

more than seven bills or resolutions to be prepared by the 

Legislative Council. At least two of the seven bills or 

resolutions must be requested before the regular session 

convenes. 

(C) After Decembe.r 5, a member, in the member's 

discretion, may grant to any other member any of the 

remaining bill or resolution requests the granting mt:: .nbec 

-12-
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has not used. 

{d) These limitations on bill and resolution requests 

do not apply to: 

(i) Code Commissioner bills; 

(ii) a bill or resolution requested by a standing 

committee; and 

(iii) a bill or resolution requested by a member at the 

request of a newly elected state official if so designated. 

(2) Bills and resolutions must be reviewed by the staff 

of the Legislative Council prior to introduction for proper 

format, style, and legal form. The staff of the Legislative 

Council shall store bills on the automated bill drafting 

equipment and shall print and deliver them in triplicate to 

the requesting members. The original bill cover must be 

signed to indicate review by the Legislative Council. A bill 

may not be introduced unless it is so signed. 

(3) During a session, a bill may be introduced by 

endorsing it with the name of a member and presenting it in 

triplicate to the Chief Clerk of the House of 

Representatives or the Secretary of the Senate. Bills or 

joint resolutions may be sponsored jointly by Senate and 

House members. A jointly sponsored bill must be introduced 

in the house in which the member whose name appears first on 

the bill is a member. The chief joint sponsor's name must 

appear immediately to the right of the first sponsor's name. 
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In each session of the Legislature, bills, joint 

resolutions, and simple resolutions must be numbered 

consecutively in separate series in the order of their 

receipt. 

(4) Any bill proposed by a legislative committee or 

introduced by request of an administrative or executive 

agency or department must be so indicated by placing after 

the names of the sponsors the phrase "By Request of the 

. . . . . . . . . . ( Name of commit tee or agency) 11
• 

(5) Bills may be pre introduced, numbered, and 

reproduced prior to a legislative session by the staff of 

the Legislative Council. Actual signatures of persons 

entitled to serve as members in the ensuing session may 

appear on the face of the preintroduced bill, or signatures 

may be obtained on a consent form from the Legislative 

Council and the sponsor's name printed on the bill. 

Additional sponsors may be added on motion of the chief 

sponsor at any time prior to a standing committee report on 

the bill. These names will be forwarded to the Legislative 

Council to be included on the face of the bill following 

standing committee approval. 

(6) All preinlroduced bills must be made available to 

the public. 

40-50. Schedules for drafting requests and bill 

introduction. The following schedules n1ust be followed for 

-14-
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submission of drafting requests and introduction of bills 

and resolutions. 

General Bills and Resolutions 

Revenue Bills 

Committee Bills and Resolutions 

Committee Revenue Bills 

Committee B·ills implementing­

provisions of a general 

appropriation act 

Request 

Deadline 

5:00 P.M. 

Legislative 

Day 

10 

17 

36 

62 

75 

Introduction 

Deadline 

5:00 P,M. 

Legislative 

Day 

14 

21 

40 

66 

78 

Bills and Resolutions delivered 

introduction deadline must be 

after the 

introduced 

applicable 

within 2 

legis-lative days after delivery. 

Appropriation Bills 

Interim st.udy JTesoluti:ons 

Resolutions to express 

confirmation- of appointments 

Bills repea0li-ng or directing 
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Deadline Deadline 

40-60. Joint resolutions. (1) A joint resolution must 

be adopted by both houses and is not approved by the 

Governor. It may be used to: 

(a·) express desire, opinion, sympathy, or request of 

the Legislature; 

(b) request 

s-ubco-mmittee: 

an interim study by a legislative 

("c) adopt, amend, or repeal the joint rules; 

(d) set salaries and other terms o·f employment for 

leg..islative employees; 

(e)" approve construction of a state buildin·g under 

section 18-2-102 or 20-25-302, MCA; 

(f) deal with disastet"s and emergencies under Title 10, 

specifically as p·t"ovided in se-ct ions 10-3-3"02(3), 

l0-3·-l0'3(3), 10-3-303(4), and 10-3-505(5), MCA'; 

(g) submit a negotia'te-d seltlemen·t u11der section 

39-31-105(3), li!CA; 

(h) decla"·re or te·rrninate an energy emergency u·nder 

section 90'-4-3-10', MCA; 
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(i) ratify or propose amendments to the United States 

Constitution; or 

(j} advise or request the repeal, amendment, or 

adoption of a rule in the Administrative Rules of Montana. 

(2) Except as otherwise provided in these rules or The 

Constitution of the State of Montana, a joint resolution is 

treated in all respects as a bill. 

(3) A copy of every joint resolution must be 

transmitted after adoption to the Secretary of State by the 

Secretary of the Senate or the Chief Clerk of the House. 

40-70. Bills with same purpose -- vetoes. (1) A bill 

may not be introduced or received in a house after that 

house, during that session, has finally rejected a bill 

designed to accomplish the same purpose, except with the 

approval of the Rules Committee of the house in which the 

bill is offered for introduction or reception. 

(2) Failure to override a veto does not constitute 

final rejection. 

40-80. Reproduction of full statute required. A statute 

may not be amended or its provisions extended by reference 

to its title only, but the statute section that is amended 

or extended must be reproduced or published at length. 

40-90. Bills -- original purpose. A law may not be 

passed except by bill. A bill may not be so altered or 

amended on its passage through either house as to change its 
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original purpose (Montana Constitution, Art. v, Sec. 11(1)). 

40-100. Fiscal notes. (1) As provided in Title 5, 

chapter 4, part 2, MCA, all bills reported out of a 

committee of the Legislature having an effect on the 

revenues, expenditures, or fiscal liability of the state, 

except appropriation measures carrying specific dollar 

amounts, must include a fiscal note incorporating an 

estimate of the fiscal effect. The Legislative Council staff 

shall indicate at the top of each bill prepared for 

introduction that a fiscal note may be necessary under this 

rule. Fiscal notes must be requested by the presiding 

officer of either house, who, at the time of introduction, 

shall determine the need for the note, based on the 

Legislative Council staff recommendation. 

(2) Unless the requesting member directs otherwise, the 

Legislative Council shall deliver three copies of any bill 

for which it has been determined a fiscal note may be 

necessary to the state Budget Director immediately after the 

bill has been prepared for introduction and delivered to the 

requesting member. The Budget Director may proceed with the 

preparation of a fiscal note in anticipation of a subsequent 

formal request. 

(3) The Budget Director, in cooperation with the agency 

or agencies affect~d by the bill, is responsible for the 

prepdration of the fiscal note. He shall return the fiscal 
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note within <6 clays unless further time is granted by the 

presiding o'ffi'cer or coriunittee mal:.ing the request, based 

upon a ,;,,ritten stat·ement from the Bud9et Director that 

additional time is rfec'essary '·to p·roperly prepare the note. 

( 4) A completed fiscal note must be submitted by the 

Budget Director to the presiding officer who requested it. 

The presiding officer shall refer it to the committee 

considering the bill. All fiscal notes must be reproduced 

and placed on the rrtembers 1 desks. 

( 5) A fiscal note must, if possible, show in dollar 

amounts: 

("a) the ·estimated ihcrease or decrease in revenues or 

expe·nditur"es; 

(b) casts that may be absorbed without additional 

funds; and 

(c) long-range firiahcial implications. 

(6) The fiscal riote may not include any comment or 

opinion relatiVe to merits Of the bill. However, technical 

or mechanical defects in the bill may be noted. 

(7) A fiscal note also ~ay be requested on a bill and 

on an amen~~ent by: 

(a) a committee considering the bill; 

( b} a i:tlajori ty of the members of the house in which the 

bill is to be considered, ~t the time of second reading; or 

fc) the chfef sponsor, through the presiding officer. 
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(8-) The Budget Di rector shall make available on request 

to any member of the Legislature all background information 

used in developing a fiscal note. 

◄-0-110, Sponsor's fiscal note. (l} If a sponsor elects 

to request the preparation of a sponsor's fiscal note 

pursuant to section 5-4-204, MCA, he shall make the election 

as provided and return the completed sponsor's fiscal note 

to the presiding officer within 4 days of the -election. 

(2} The presiding officer may grant additional time to 

the sponsor for preparation of the sponsor's ·fiscal note. 

(3) Upon receipt of the completed sponsor's fiscal 

note, the presiding officer shall refer it to the committee 

hearing the bill. If the bill is printed, the ·note must be 

identified as a sponsor's fiscal note, reproduced, and 

placed on the members' desks. 

{4) The Legislative Council shall provide forms for 

preparation of sponsors' fiscal notes and shall print the 

completed sponsors' fiscal notes on a different color paper 

than the fiscal notes prepared by the Budget Director. 

'40-120. Substitute bills. (1) A committee may recommend 

that every cl-ause in a bill be changed ,and that entirely new 

material be substituted so long as the new material is 

relevant to the title and subject of the original bill. The 

substitute bi 11 is considered an amendment and not a new 

bi 11. 
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(2) The proper form of reporting a substitute bill by a 

committee is to propose amendments to strike out all of the 

material following the enacting clause, to substitute the 

new material, and to recommend any necessary changes in the 

title of the bill. 

(3} If a committee report is adopted that recommends a 

substitute for a bill originating in the other house, the 

substitute bill must be printed and reproduced. 

40-130. Reading of bills. Prior to passage a bill must 

be read three times in the house in which it is under 

consideration. It may be read either by title or by summary 

of title. 

40-140. Second reading -- bill reproduction. (1) If the 

majority of a house adopts a recommendation for the passage 

of a bill originating in that house after the bill has been 

returned from a committee with amendments, the bill must be 

reproduced on yellow paper with all amendments incorporated 

into the copies. 

(2) If a bill has been returned from a committee 

without amendments, only the first sheet must be reproduced 

on yellow paper, and the remainder of the text may be 

incorporated by reference to the preceding version of the 

entire bill. 

40-150. Engrossing. (1) When a bill h;:s been reported 

favorably by Committee of the Whole of the house in which it 
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originated and the report has been adopted, the bill must be 

engrossed. Committee of the Whole amendments must be 

included in the engrossed bill. The bill must be placed on 

the calendar for third reading on the succeeding legislative 

day. 

(2) Copies of the engrossed bill to be distributed to 

members are reproduced on blue paper. If a bill is unamended 

by the Committee of the Whole and contains no clerical 

errors, it may be engrossed without reprinting. Only the 

first sheet must be reproduced on blue paper, with the 

remainder of the text incorporated by reference to the 

preceding version of the entire bill. 

(3) If a bill is amended by a standing committee or 

Committee of the Whole in the second house, the amendments 

must be included in a salmon-colored reference bill and 

distributed in the second house for third reading 

consideration. The amendments also must be reproduced and 

attached to the reference bill. If the bill passes on third 

reading, copies of the reference bill and second house 

amendments must be distributed in the original house. 

40-160. Enrolling. (1) When a bill has passed both 

houses, it must be enrolled. An original and two duplicate 

printed copies of the bill must be enrolled, free from all 

errors, with a margin of two inches at the top and one inch 

on each side. In sections amending existing statutes, new 
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matter must be undf;?rlined and deleted matter must be shown 

as stricken. The history of the bill also must be enrolled 

and placed with the bill in a white manuscript cover, upon 

which is written the number of the bill and the title. The 

Legislative Council staff shall file a copy of the history 

with the law library. 

(2) When the enrolling is completed, the bill must be 

examined by the sponsor. 

(3) The correctly enrolled bill must be delivered to 

the presiding officer of the house in which the bill 

originated. The presiding officer shall sign the original 

and two copies of each bill delivered to him not later than 

the next legislative day after it has been reported 

correctly enrolled, unless the bill is delivered on the last 

legislative day, in which case he shall sign it that day. 

The fact of signing must be announced by the presiding 

officer and ent.ered upon the journal no later than the next 

legislative day. At any time after the report of a bill 

correctly enrolled and before the signing, if a member 

signifies his desire to examine the bill, he must be 

permitted to do so. The bill then must be transmitted to the 

other house where the same procedure must be followed. 

( 4 J A bill that has passed both houses of the 

Legislature by the 90th day may be: 

(a) enrolled; 
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(bl clerically corrected by the presiding officers, if 

necessary; 

(c) signed by the presiding officers; and 

(d) delivered to the Governor or, in the case of a bill 

proposing a referendum, to the Secretary of State, not later 

than 5 working days after the 90th legislative day. 

(5) All journal entries authorized under this rule must 

be entered on the journal for the 90th day. 

(6) The original and two copies signed by the presiding 

officer of each house must be presented to the Governor or 

the Secretary of State, as applicable, in return for a 

receipt. A report then must be made to the house of the day 

of the presentation, which must be entered on the journal. 

(7) The original must be filed with the Secretary of 

State. Signed copies with chapter numbers assigned pursuant 

to section 5-11-204, MCA, must be filed with the Clerk of 

the Supreme Court and the Legislative Council. 

40-170 • .Amendment by second house. (1) l\rnendments to a 

bill by the second house may not be further amended by the 

house in which the bill originated, but must be either 

accepted or rejected. If the amendments are rejected, a 

conferenc_e committee may be requested by the house in which 

the bill originated. If the amendments are accepted a_nd the 

bill is of a type requiring more than a majority vote :'or 

passage, the bill again must be placed on third reading in 
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the house of origin. 

(2) The vote on third reading after concurrence in 

amendments is the vote of the house of origin that must be 

used to determine if the required number of votes has been 

cast. 

40-180. Final action on a bill. When a bill being heard 

by the second house has received its third reading or has 

been rejected, the second house must transmit it as soon as 

possible to the original house with notice of the second 

house's action. 

40-190. Transmittal of bills between houses. (1) Each 

house shall transmit to the other with any bill all relevant 

papers. 

(2} When a House bill is transmitted to the Senate, the 

Secretary of the Senate shall give a dated receipt for the 

bill to the Chief Clerk of the House. When a Senate bill is 

transmitted to the House of Representatives, the Chief Clerk 

of the House shall give a dated receipt to the Secretary of 

the Senate. 

40-200. Transmittal deadlines. (1) (a) A bill or 

amendment transmitted after the deadline established in this 

subsection (1) may be considered by the receiving house only 

upon approval of two-thirds of its members prese11t and 

voting. If the receiving house does not so vo~e, the bill OL 

amendment must be held pending in the house to which it was 
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transmitted. 

(b) ( i) A bill, except for an appropriation bill, a 

revenue bill, or amendments considered by joint committee, 

must be transmitted from one house to the other on or before 

the 45th legislative day. 

(ii) Amendments, except to appropriation bills and 

revenue bills, must be transmitted from one house to the 

other on or before the 73rd legislative day. 

(C) (i) Revenue bills originating in the Senate must be 

transmitted to the House on or before the 71st legislative 

day. 

(ii) House amendments to Senate revenue bills must be 

transmitted by the House to the Senate on or before the 82nd 

legislative day. 

(iii) Revenue bills originating in the House must be 

tca1lsmitted to the Senate on or before the 71st legislative 

day. 

(iv) Senate amendments to House revenue bills must be 

transmitted by the Senate to the House on or before the 82nd 

legislative day. 

(v) A rPvenue bill is one that either increases or 

d2creases revenue. 

(d) (i) Appropriation bills and any bill implementing 

provisions of a general appropriation bill must be 

transmitted to the Senate on or before the 67th legislative 
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day. 

(ii-) Senate amendments to appropriation bills must be 

tr-ansm-i-tted by the Senate to the House on or before the 80th 

legislative day. 

(2) (a) A joint resolution introduced for the purpose 

of estimating revenue available for appropriation by the 

Legislature must be transmitted no later than the 60th 

legislative day. 

(b) Amendments to the resolutions must be transmitted 

to the 

day. 

( 3) 

house of origin no later than the 82nd legislative 

Interim study resolutions, bills repealing or 

directing the amendment or adoption of administrative rules, 

and joint resolutions advising or requesting the repeal, 

amendment, or adoption of administrative rules may be 

transmitted at any time during a session. 

40-210. Governor's veto. (1) Each bill passed by the 

Legislature must be submitted to the Governor for his 

signature. This does not apply to: 

(a) bills proposing amendments to The Constitution of 

the State of Montana; 

( b) bills ratifying proposed ame>ndments to the United 

States constitution; 

(c} resolutions; and 

(d} refer·endum measures of the Legislature. 
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(2) If the Governor does not sign oc veto the bill 

within 5 days after its delivery to him if the Legislature 

is in ses-sion or within 25 days if the Legisl·ature is 

adjourned, the bill becomes law. 

(3) The Governor shall return a vetoed bill to the 

Legislature with a statement of his reasons for the veto. 

(4) If after receipt of a veto message, two-thirds of 

the members of each house present approve the bill, it 

becomes law. 

(5) If the Legislature is not in session when the 

Governor vetoes a bill, he shall return the bill with his 

reasons for the veto to the Legislature as provided by law. 

The Legislature may be polled on a bill that it approved by 

two-thirds of the members present or it may be reconvened to 

reconsider any bill so vetoed (Montana Constitution, Art. 

VI, Sec. 10). 

(6) The Governor may veto items in appropriation bills, 

and in these instances the procedure must be the same as 

upon veto of an entire bill (Montana Constitution, Art. VI, 

Sec. 10). 

40-220. Response to Governoc's veto. (1) When the 

presiding officer receives a veto message, he shall read it 

to the members over the rostrum. After the reading, a member 

may move th-at the Governor's veto be overridden. 

( 2) A vote on the mot ion is determined by roll call. If 
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two-thi1ds of the members present vote "aye", the veto is 

overridden. If two-thirds of the members present do not vote 

"aye", the veto is sustained. 

40-230. Governor's recommendations for amendment. (1) 

The Governor may return any bill to the Legislature with his 

recommendations for amendment. 

(2) If the Legislature passes the bill in accordance 

with the Governor's recommendations, it shall return the 

bill to the Governor for his reconsideration. The Governor 

may not return a bill to the Legislature a second time for 

amendment. 

(3) If the Governor returns a bill to the originating 

house with his recommendations for amendment, the house 

shall reconsider the bill under its rules relating to 

amendments ofEeced in Committee of the Whole. 

( 4) The bill then is subject to the following 

procedures: 

(a) The originating house shall transmit to the second 

house, for consideration under its rules relating to 

amendments in Committee of the Whole, the bill and the 

originating house's approval or disapproval of the 

Governor's recommendations. 

( b) If both houses approve the Governor's 

recommendations, the bill must be returned to the Governor 

for his reconsideration. 
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(C) If both houses disapprove the Governor's 

recommendations, the bill must be returned to the Governor 

for his reconsideration. 

(d) If one house disapproves the Governor's 

recommendations and the other house approves, then either 

house may request a conference committee, which may be a 

free conference committee. 

(i) If both houses adopt a conference committee report, 

the bill in accordance with the report must be returned to 

the Governor for his reconsideration. 

(ii) If a conference committee fails to reach agreement 

or if its report is not adopted by both houses, the 

Governor's recommendations must be considered not approved 

and the bill must be returned to the Governor for further 

consideration. 

CHAPTER 60 

RULES 

60-10. Suspension of joint rule -- change in rules. (l} 

A joint rule may be repealed or amended only with the 

concurrence of both houses, under the procedures adopted by 

each house for the repeal or amendment of its own rules. 

(2) A joint rule governing the procedure for handling 

bills may be temporarily suspended by the consent of 

two-thirds of the members of either house, insofar as it 

applies to the house suspending it. 
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(3) Any Rules Committee report recommending a change in 

the joint rules must be referred to the other house. Any new 

rule or any change in the rules of either house must be 

transmitted to the oth€r house for informational purposes. 

(4) Upon adaption of any change, the Secretary of the 

Senate and the Chief Clerk of the House of Representatives 

shall provide the office of the Legislative Council: 

(a) one copy of all motions or resolutions amending 

Senate, House, or joint rules; and 

(b) copies of all minutes and reports of the Rules 

Committees. 

6U-20. Reference to Ka.son's Manual. Mason's Manual of 

Legislative Procedure (1989) governs the proceedings of the 

Senate and the House of Representatives in all cases not 

covered by these rules. 

60-30. Publication and distribution of joint rules. (1) 

The Legislative Council shall codify and publish in one 

volume; 

(a) the rules of the Senate; 

(b} the rules of the House of Representatives; and 

(c) the joint 

Represen:.at ives. 

rules of the Senate and the House of 

(2) After the 

Legislative Council 

rules have been published, the 

shall distribute copies as directed by 

the Senate and the House of Representatives. 
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CHAPTER 70 

STATEMENT OF LEGISLATIVE INTENT 

70-10. Definition. (1) For the purpose of compliance 

with the Legislative History Act (Title 5, chapter 4, part 

4, MCA), a statement of legislative intent regarding a bill 

must express the common understanding of those components of 

the Legislature voting on the bill. 

(2) This statement differs from a purpose clause, which 

is used in general to describe the broad overall objectives 

of a bill. A statement of intent is used to guide the 

details of interpretation by those charged with 

implementation of the bill and is phrased in terms of 

contingencies, examples, or other matter inappropriate for 

expression as statutory language. 

70-20. Limitation. A statement of intent may not 

accompany any bill that does not statutorily require one 

unless a committee (standing committee, Committee of the 

Whole or conference committee) agrees by a two-thirds vote 

to attach the statement. 

70-30. Statement of intent to accompany bill -- when -­

how. A statement of intent must accompany a bill as follows; 

(1) A statement of intent is required for a bill 

delegating new rulemaking or licensing authority. 

(2) A statement of intent must be included with the 

introduced bill for a bill requiring one. If a bill is found 
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1 to require a statement of intent at any time in the 

2 legislative process, a statement of intent may be added 

3 under the procedure for amending a bill. 

4 (3) A statement of intent must be included as a part of 

5 the bill between the title and the enacting clause under the 

6 heading "Statement of Intent''. 

7 70-40. Modification. Any committee considering a bill 

8 may recommend amendment of a previous statement of intent or 

9 recommend inclusion of a statement of intent. The statement 

10 of intent must be reflected in the history of the bill. 

11 70-SO. Conference committee on statement of intent 

12 only. (1) If the second house concurs in a bill without 

13 amendments but amends or supersedes a previous statement of 

14 intent, the bill may not be enrolled until both houses have 

15 agreed on a statement of intent. If the statement of intent 

16 is attached to a bill that does not statutorily require one, 

17 the conference committee can delete the statement in its 

18 entirety. 

19 (2) A new statement of intent written by the second 

20 house must be processed in the same manner as a second house 

21 amendment. 

22 (3) A regular conference committee may be appointed 

23 solely to resolve differences of intent if the second 

24 house's statement of intent is not so accepted. 

-End-
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APPROVED BY COMMITTEE 
ON RULES 

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 4 

INTRODUCED BY VANVALKENBURG, DRISCOLL 

BY REQUEST OF THE JOINT RULES COMMITTEE 

A JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF 

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA TO ADOPT JOINT RULES 

TO GOVERN THEIR PROCEEDINGS, 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE 

OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

That the following joint rules be adopted: 

CHAPTER 10 

ADMINISTRATION 

10-10. Time of meeting. Each house may order its time 

of meeting. 

10-20. Legislative day -- duration. (1) If either house 

is in session on a given day, that day constitutes a 

legislative day. 

(2) A legislative day for a house ends either 24 hours 

after that house convenes for the day or at the time the 

house convenes for the following legislative day, whichever 

is earlier. 

10-30. Schedules. The presiding officer of each house 

shall coordinate its schedule to accommodate the workload of 

the other house, 
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10-40. Adjournment -- recess -- meeting place. A house 

may not, without the consent of the other, adjourn or recess 

for more than 3 days or to any place other than that in 

which the two houses are sitting (Montana Constitution, Art. 

v, Sec. 10(5)). 

10-50. Access of press. Subject to the presiding 

officer's discretion on issues of decorum and order, an 

accredited press representative may not be prohibited from 

photographing, televising, or recording a legislative 

meeting or hearing. 

10-60. Conflict of interest. A member who has a 

personal or private interest in any measure or bill proposed 

or pending before the Legislature shall disclose the fact to 

the house of which he is a member. 

10-70. Telephone calls. (1) Long distance telephone 

calls made by a member while the Legislature is in session 

or the member is in travel status are considered official 

legislative business. These include, but are not limited to, 

calls made to constituencies, places of business, and family 

members. 

(2) Session staff, including aides and interns, may use 

telephones for long distance calls only if specifically 

authorized 

supervisor. 

to do so by their legislative sponsor or 

Sponsoring members and supervisors are 

accountable for use of state telephones by their staff, 

SECOND READING 
-2- SJR 4 
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including aides and interns, and may not authorize others to 

use state phones. 

(3) Permanent staff of the Legislature shall comply 

with executive branch rules applying to the use of state 

telephones. 

10-80. Joint eaployees. The presiding officers of each 

house, acting together, shall: 

(a) hire joint employees; and 

(b) review a dispute or complaint involving the 

competency or decorum of a joint employee, and dismiss, 

suspend, or retain the employee. 

10-90. Legislative interns. 

legislative interns are specified in 

MCA, 

Qualifications for 

Title 5, chapter 6, 

10-100, Legislative Council. (1) The staff of the 

Legislative Council shall serve both houses as required. 

(2) Staff members shall: 

(a) maintain personnel files for legislative employees; 

and 

(b) prepare payrolls for certification and signature by 

the presiding officer and prepare a 110nthly financial 

report. 

1D-110. Compensation of l99islative a.ployees. The 

Legislature by joint resolution shall prescribe the 

compensation of the employees of each house. 

-3- SJR 4 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

2l 

22 

23 

24 

25 

SJR 0004/02 

10-120. Engrossing and enrolling ■taff -- duties. (1) 

The Legislative Council shall hire all engrossing and 

enrolling staff. 

(2) The duties of the engrossing and enrolling staff 

are: 

ta) to engross or enroll any bill or resolution 

delivered to them within 48 hours after it has been 

received, unless further time is granted in writing by the 
' 

presiding officer of the house in which the bill originated; 

and 

(b) to correct clerical errors, absent the objection of 

the sponsor of a bill, resolution, or amendment and the 

Secretary of the Senate or the Chief Clerk of the Ho4se of 

Representatives in any bill or amendment originating in the 

house by which the Clerk or Secretary is employed. The 

'following kinds of clerical errors may be corrected: 

(i) errors in spelling; 

(ii) er~prs in n~mbering sec~ions; 

(iii) additions or deletions of underlining or lines 

throu9h matter to be stricken; 

{iv) material copied in®rrecUy froa ttu, Konl:ana ,!!~ 

Annotated; 

(v) errors in outlining or in inte.rnal refer!>nces, 

(vi) an error in a title caused by an -n4'ne11t; 

(vii) an error in a catchline caused by a~ amendment; 
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(viii) errors 

Annotatedr and 

in references to the Montana Code 

(ix) other nonconformities of an amendment with Bill 

Drafting Manual form. 

(3) The engrossing and enrolling staff shall give 

notice in writing of the clerical correction to the 

Secretary of the Senate or the Chief Clerk of the House and 

to the sponsor of the bill or amendment. Any of these may 

register an objection to the correction by filing the 

objection in writing within 24 hours after receipt of the 

notice. 

(4) If a committee .is the sponsor of a bill or 

resolution, any committee member designated by the chairman 

may be the principal sponsor for the purpose of this 

section. If a co1D11ittee has proposed an amendment, the 

chairman is the principal sponsor for the purpose of this 

section. 

10-130. Bills. (1) A bill draft request must 

sponsored by a member of the Legislature. 

(2) A bill must be: 

(a} printed on paper with numbered lines; 

be 

(b} numbered at the foot of each page (except page l); 

(C) introduced in tr¼p¼¼eate DUPL_ICATE, WITH AN 

ADDITIONAL TITLE PAGE; and 

(d) for the original copy, covered with a cover page of 
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a substantial material. 

(3) In a section amending an existing statute, matter 

to be stricken out must be indicated with a line through the 

words or part to be deleted, and new matter must be 

underlined. 

(4) Sections of the Montana Code Annotated repealed or 

amended in a bill must be stated in the title, except in 

general appropriation bills and bills for the codification 

and general revision of the laws. 

(5) Introduced bills must be reproduced on white paper 

and distributed to members. 

10-140. Voting. (1) A bill may not become a law except 

by vote of the constitutionally required majority of all the 

members present and voting in each house (MOntana 

Constitution, Art. v, Sec. 11(1)). On final passage, the 

vote must be taken by ayes and noes and the names of those 

voting entered on the journal (Montana Constitution, Art. V, 

Sec . 11 ( 2}) • 

(2) Any vote in one house on a bill proposing an 

amendment to The Constitution of the State of Montana under 

circumstances in which there exists the mathematical 

possibility of obtaining the necessary two-thirds vote of 

the Legislature will cause the bill to progress as though it 

had received the majority vote. 

10-150. Recording and publication of voting. (1) Every 
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vote of each member on each substantive question in the 

Legislature, in any committee, or in Collfflittee of the Nhole 

muat be recorded and .,.de public. On final passage of any 

bill or joint reaolution, the vote must be taken by ayes and 

noes and the names entered on the journal. 

(2) Roll call votes must be taken by ayes and noes and 

tha names entared on the journal on adopting an adverse 

committee report and on those motions made in Committee of 

the Whole to: 

(a) amend, 

(b) recOIDfflend passage or nonpassage; 

(c) recommend concurrence or nonconcurrence; or 

(d) indefinitely postpone. 

(3) A roll call vote must be taken on nonsubstantive 

questions on the request of two members who may, on any 

vote, request that the ayes and noes be spread upon the 

journal. 

(4) Roll call votes and other votes that are to be .,.de 

public but are not specifically required to be spread upon 

the journal must be entered in the minutes or the 

appropriate committee or of the appropriate house (Montana 

Constitution, Art. v, Sec. 11(2)). A copy of the minutes 

IIIUSt be filed with the Montana Historical Society. 

10-160. Jaurnal. Each house shall: 

(l) supply the Legislative Council with the contents of 
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the daily journal to be stored on an automated system, 

(2) examine its journal and order correction of any 

error•r and 

(3) distribute a daily journal to all members. 

10-170. Journals -- authentication -- distribution. (1) 

The journal of the Senate must be authenticated by the 

signature of the President and the journal of the Rouse of 

Representatives by the signature of the Speaker. 

( 2) The Legislative Council shall distribute the 

completed journals (sections 5-11-201 through 5-11-203, 

MCA), 

CHAPTER 30 

COMMITTEES 

30-10. C.:-ittee chairman. Except as provided in Joint 

R12¼es RULE 30-50 Sftd--38-68, the chairman of the-Senate 

committee is the chairman of all joint committees. 

30-20. Voting in joint .,._ittees. (1) Except for Rules 

Committees and conference committees, a member of a joint 

committee votes individually and not by the house of which 

he or she is a •ember. 

(2) Because the Rules C0111111ittees and conference 

committees are joint meetings of separate committees, in 

those co111mittees the committees from each house vote 

separately. A majority of each committee must agree before 

any action may be taken, unless otherwise specified by 
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individual house rules. 

30-30. Conference coaaittees. (l) If either house 

requests a conference and appoints a committee for the 

purpose of discussing an amendment on which the two houses 

cannot agree, the other house shall appoint a committee for 

the same purpose. The time and place of all conference 

committee meetings must be agreed upon by their chairmen and 

announced from the rostrum. This announcement is in order at 

any time. Failure to make this announcement does not affect 

the validity of the legislation being considered. 

(2) A conference committee, having conferred, shall 

report to the respective houses the result of its 

conference. A conference committee shall confine itself to 

consideration of the disputed amendment. The committee may 

recommend: 

(a) acceptance or rejection of each disputed amendment 

in its entirety; or 

(bl further amendment of the disputed amendment. 

(3) If either house requests a free conference 

committee and the other house concurs, appointments must be 

made in the same manner as above. A free conference 

committee may discuss a bill in its entirety and is not 

confined to a particular amendment. 

30-40. Conference committee -- enrolling. A conference 

committee report shall give clerical instructions for a 
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corrected reference bill and for enrolling by referring to 

the reference bill version. 

30-50. c.-ittee consideration of appropriation bills. 

(l) All bills providing for an appropriation of public money 

may first be considered by a joint committee composed of the 

members of the Senate Committee on Finance and Claims and 

the House Committee on Appropriations, and then by each 

separately. 

(2) Meetings of the joint committee must be held upon 

call of the chairman of the House Committee on 

Appropriations, who is chairman of the joint committee. 

30-60. Estimation of revenue. (l) The Revenue oversight 

Committee shall introduce a House JOINT resolution for the 

purpose of estimating revenue that may be available for 

appropriation by the Legislature. 

(2) Meetings of the Revenue Oversight Committee for 

purposes of estimating revenue must be held upon the call of 

the chairman. The Revenue Oversight Committee shall issue 

periodic reports to each of the houses, indicating the 

committee's current revenue projections. ~fte-reports-mnst-be 

iss~ed-oft-the-48th-day-aftd-the-6Bth-day7 

30-70. Oversight of joint legislative agencies and 

committees. The President of the Senate, the Speaker of the 

House, and the minority leaders of the Senate and the House 

comprise a legislative management committee which shall meet 
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froa time to time at the request of one of its members to 

review and oversee the activities of joint agencies and 

camitteea of the legislative branch established by law or 

resolution. The committee may consider, without limitation, 

matters concerning jurisdictional disputes between joint 

agencies and c0111111ittees, agency salary schedules and 

employment policies, and any other matter bearing upon the 

efficient operation of the legislative branch. The committee 

may make such recommendations as it chooses to the 

appropriate authority or the Legislature. 

CHAPTER 40 

LEGISLATION 

40-10. Aaeadment to state constitution. A bill must be 

used to propose an amendment to The Constitution of the 

State of Montana. The bill is not subject to the veto of the 

Governor (Montana Constitution, Art. VI, Sec. 10(1)). 

40-20. Appropriation bills. (1) All appropriation bills 

must originate in the Bouse of Representatives. 

( 2) Appropriation bills for the operation of the 

Legislature aust be introducec! by the chairman of the House 

Committee on 4\ppropriatians. 

,....311. tihetive dates. t1) .Every statt1te., except one 

that provides for appro.pri<rt¼on .by t·he Le9islature of ,public 

funds for a ,publlic purpose, 'takes eff,ect on October l 

following its passage and approval, unless a different time 
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ia prescribed therein. 

(2) A law appropriating public funds for a public 

purpose takes effect on July l following its ~ssage and 

approval, unless a different time is prescribed therein. 

(3) A joint resolution takes effect on its passage 

unless a different time is prescribed therein jssctions 

1-2-201 and 1-2-202, MCA}-

40-40. Bill requests a~ introductiqn li94ts an4 

procedures. (ll Prior to a regular session, a person 

entitled to serve in that session, hereafter referred to as 

a "member", is entitled to request bill drafting services 

from the Legislative council, subject to the following 

limits: 

(a) Prior to S p.m. on Dec.ember s pr.eci,ding a regular 

session of the Legislature, a member may request an 

unlimited number of bills and resolutions tQ be prepare4 by 

the Legislative Council for introduction in t.he re91,1J;if 

session~ 

(b) Afte.r 5 p.m. on DeceJDQer 5, a ~r '¥'/ r~~\,Yi!Jilt pc;, 

more than -..ven bills 9r ,reso;L\ltion11 t;o be J>'~·r"d •h'f -~ 

t..e9islative CQµncil. _At 1-ea•t tl") of .t;tie ••ven .b)-,1,l~ .w 
resol.utions l!l\lllt be r.11q11~t.!'li l;lefor.e the .r.eguljl_r 11.eljl#(W 

convene11. 

(cJ After Oecembec 5., a membec, in the ~·, 
discretion, 111ay grant to any othe.r member any of the 
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remaining bill or resolution requests the granting member 

has not used. 

(d) These limitations on bill and resolution requests 

do not apply to: 

(i) Code Commissioner bills, 

(ii) a bill or resolution requested by a standing 

committee; and 

(iii) a bill or resolution requested by a member at the 

request of a newly elected state official if so designated. 

(2) Bills and resolutions must be reviewed by the staff 

of the Legislative Council prior to introduction for proper 

format, style, and legal form. The staff of the Legislative 

Council shall store bills on the automated bill drafting 

equipment and shall print and deliver them in triplicate to 

the requesting members. The original bill cover must be 

signed to indicate review by the Legislative Council. A bill 

may not be introduced unless it is so signed. 

(3) During a session, a bill may be introduced by 

endorsing it with the name of a member and presenting it in 

triplicate to the Chief Clerk of the House of 

Representatives or the Secretary of the Senate. Bills or 

joint resolutions may be sponsored jointly by Senate and 

House members. A jointly sponsored bill must be introduced 

in the house in which the member whose name appears first on 

the bill is a member. The chief joint sponsor's name must 
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appear immediately to the right of the first sponsor's name. 

In each session of the Legislature, bills, joint 

resolutions, and simple resolutions must be numbered 

consecutively in separate series in the order of their 

receipt. 

(4) Any bill proposed by a legislative committee or 

introduced by request of an administrative or executive 

agency or department must be so indicated by placing after 

the names of the sponsors the phrase "By Request of the 

(Name of committee or agency)". 

(5) Bills may be preintroduced, numbered, and 

reproduced prior to a legislative session by the staff of 

the Legislative Council. Actual signatures of persons 

entitled to serve as m~mbers in the ensuing session may 

appear on the face of the preintroduced bill, or signatures 

may be obtained on 

Council and the 

a consent form from the Legislative 

sponsor's name printed on the bill. 

Additional sponsors may be added on motion of the chief 

sponsor at any time prior to a standing committee report on 

the bill. These names will be forwarded to the Legislative 

Council to be included on the face of the bill following 

standing committee approval. 

(6) All preintroduced bills must be made available to 

the public. 

40-50. Schedules for drafting requests and bill 
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introduction, The following schedules must be followed for 

submission of drafting req~ests and introduction of bills 

and resolutions. 

General Bills and Resolutions 

Revenue Bills 

Committee Bills and Resolutions 

Committee Revenue Bills 

Com1ttittee Bills implementing 

provisions of a general 

appropriation act 

Request 

Deadline 

5:00 P.M. 

Legislative 

Day 

10 

17 

36 

62 

75 

Introduction 

Deadline 

5:00 P.M. 

Legislative 

Day 

14 

21 

40 

66 

78 

Bills and Resolutions delivered after the applicable 

within 2 introduction deadline must 

legislative days after delivery. 

Appropriation Bills 

Interim study resolutions 

Resolution& to eMpress 

confirmation of appointments 

-15-

be introduced 

NO 

Deadline 

NO 

Deadline 

No 

Deadline 

No 

Deadline 

No 

Deadline 

No 

Deadline 
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Bills repealing or directing 

the amendment or adoption of 

administtatiVe rules and 

joint resolutions advising 

or tequestihg the repeal, 

amendment, or adoption of 

adnlinistrative rule·s 

NO 

Deadline 

be 

40-60. Joint resolutions. (l) A joint 

adopted by both houses and is not 

Governor. It may be used to: 

SJR 0004/02 

No 

Deadlirle 

resolution must 

approved by the 

{a) express desire, opinion, sympathy, or request of 

the Legislature; 

(b) requellt 

subcommittee; 

an interim study by a legislative 

(c) adopt, amend, or repeal the joint ruies; 

(d) set salaries and other terms of employment fof 

legislative employees, 

(e) approve construction of a state building wndet 

section 18-2-102 or 20-2S-j02, MCA; 

(fl dea1 ~1th disasters and emergencies under Titie 16, 

specifically as provided in sections io-3~302111, 

10-3-303(3), 10~)-303(~). and io-3~s05(S), MCA; 

(9) sublllit a negotiated settlement under section 

39-31-j05(3), MCAi 

(h) declare or terminate an energy emergency undet 
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section 90-4-310, MCA: 

(i) ratify or propose amendments to the United States 

Constitution; or 

(j) advise or request the repeal, amendment, or 

adoption of a rule in the Administrative Rules of Montana. 

(2) Except as otherwise provided in these rules or The 

Constitution of the State of Montana, a joint resolution is 

treated in all respects as a bill. 

(3) A copy of every joint resolution must be 

transmitted after adoption to the Secretary of State by the 

Secretary of the Senate or the Chief Clerk of the House. 

40-70. Bills with same purpose -- vetoes. (l) A bill 

may not be introduced or received 

house, during that session, has 

in a house after that 

finally rejected a bill 

designed to accomplish the same purpose, except with the 

approval of the Rules Committee of the house in which the 

bill is offered for introduction or reception. 

(2) Failure to override a veto does not constitute 

final rejection. 

40-80. Reproduction of full statute required. A statute 

may not be amended or its provisions extended by reference 

to its title only, but the statute section that is amended 

or extended must be reproduced or published at length, 

40-90. Bills -- original purpose. A law may not be 

passed except by bill. A bill may not be so altered or 
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amended on its passage through either house as to change its 

original purpose {Montana Constitution, Art. V, Sec. 11(1)). 

40-100. Fiscal notes. (l) As provided in Title 5, 

chapter 4, part 2, MCA, all bills reported out of a 

committee of the Legislature having an effect on the 

revenues, expenditures, or fiscal liability of the state, 

except appropriation measures carrying 

amounts, must include a fiscal note 

specific dollar 

incorporating an 

estimate of the fiscal effect. The Legislative Council staff 

shall indicate at the top of each bill prepared for 

introduction that a fiscal note may be necessary under this 

rule. Fiscal notes must be requested by the presiding 

officer of either house, who, at the time of introduction, 

shall determine the need for the note, based on the 

Legislative Council staff recommendation. 

(2) Unless the requesting member directs otherwise, the 

Legislative Council shall deliver three copies of any bill 

for which it has been determined a fiscal note may be 

necessary to the state Budget Director immediately after the 

bill has been prepared for introduction and delivered to the 

requesting member. The Budget Director may proceed with the 

preparation of a fiscal note in anticipation of a subsequent 

formal request. 

(3) The Budget Director, in cooperation with the agency 

or agencies affected by the bill, is responsible for the 
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preparation of the fiscal note. He shall return the fiscal 

note within 6 days unless further time ls granted by the 

presiding officer or committee making the request, based 

upon a written statement from the Budget Director that 

additional time is necessary to properly prepare the note. 

(4) A completed fiscal note must be submitted by the 

Budget Director to the presiding officer who requested it. 

The presiding officer shall refer it to the committee 

considering the bill. All fiscal notes must be reproduced 

and placed on the members' desks. 

(5) A fiscal note must, if possible, show in dollar 

amounts: 

(a) the estimated increase or decrease in revenues or 

expenditures; 

(b) costs that may be absorbed without additional 

funds; and 

(c) long-range financial implications. 

(6) The fiscal note may not include any comment or 

opinion relative to merits of the bill. However, technical 

or mechanical defects in the bill may be noted. 

(7) A fiscal note also may be requested on a bill and 

on an amendment by, 

(a} a committee considering the bill; 

(bl a majority of the members of the house in which the 

bill is to be considered, at the time of second reading; or 
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(c) the chief sponsor, through the presiding officer. 

(8) The Budget Director shall make available on request 

to any member of the Legislature all background information 

used in developing a fiscal note. 

40-110. Sponsor's fiscal note. (1) If a sponsor elects 

to request the preparation of a sponsor's fiscal note 

pursuant to section 5-4-204, MCA, he shall make the election 

as provided and return the completed sponsor's fiscal note 

to the presiding officer within 4 days of the election. 

(2) The presiding officer may grant additional time to 

the sponsor for preparation of the sponsor's fiscal note. 

(3) Upon receipt of the completed sponsor's fiscal 

note, the presiding officer shall refer it to the co-ittee 

hearing the bill. If the bill is printed, the note must be 

identified as a spon9or 1 s fiscal note, reproduced, artd 

placed on the members' desks. 

(4) The Legislative Council shall provide forms for 

preparation of sponsors' fiscal notes and shall print the 

completed sponsors' fiscal notes on a different color paper 

than the fiscal notes prepared by the Budget Director. 

40-120. Substitute bills. (lJ A co«dittee may teco111111end 

that every clause in a bill be changed and that entirely new 

material be substituted so lon9 a• the new a,at~rial it 

relevant to the title and subject of the ori9inal bill. ~he 

substitute bill is considered an amendment and not a new 
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bill, 

(2) The proper form of reporting a substitute bill by a 

committee is to propose amendments to strike out all of the 

material following the enacting clause, to substitute the 

new material, and to recommend any necessary changes in the 

title of the bill, 

(3) If a committee report is adopted that recommends a 

substitute for a bill originating in the other house, the 

substitute bill must be printed and reproduced. 

40-130. Reading of bills. Prior to passage a bill must 

be read three times in the house in which it is under 

consideration. It may be read either by title or by summary 

of title. 

40-140. Second reading -- bill reproduction. (1) If the 

majority of a house adopts a recommendation for the passage 

of a bill originating in that house after the bill has been 

returned from a committee with amendments, the bill must be 

reproduced on yellow paper with all amendments incorporated 

into the copies. 

(2) If a bill has been returned from a committee 

without amendments, only the first sheet must be reproduced 

on yellow paper, and the remainder of the text may be 

incorporated by reference to the preceding version of the 

entire bill, 

40-150. Engrossing. (1) When a bill has been reported 
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favorably by Committee of the Whole of the house in which it 

originated and the report ha~ been adopted, the bill must be 

engrossed. Committee of the Whole amendments must be 

included in the engrossed bill. The bill must be placed on 

the calendar for third reading on the succeeding legislative 

day. 

(2) Copies of the engrossed bill to be distributed to 

members are reproduced on blue paper. If a bill is unamended 

by the Committee of the Whole and contains no clerical 

errors, it may be engrossed without reprinting. Only the 

first sheet must be reproduced on blue paper, with the 

remainder of the text incorporated by reference to the 

preceding version of the entire bill. 

(3) If a bill is amended by a standing committee or 

Committee of the Whole in the second house, the amendments 

must be included in a salmon-colored reference bill and 

distributed in the second house for third reading 

consideration. The amendments also must be reproduced and 

attached to the reference bill. If the bill passes on third 

reading, copies of the reference bill and second house 

amendments must be distributed in the original house. 

40-160. Enrolling. (1) When a bill has passed both 

houses, it must be enrolled. An original and two duplicate 

printed copies of the bill must be enrolled, free from all 

errors, with a margin of two inches at the top and one inch 
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on each side, In sections amending existing statutes, new 

matter mu■ t be underlined and deleted matter must be shown 

as stricken. The history of the bill also must be enrolled 

and placed with the bill in a white manuscript cover, upon 

which is written the number of the bill and the title, The 

Legislative Council staff shall file a copy of the history 

with the law library. 

(2) When the enrolling is completed, the bill must be 

examined by the sponsor. 

(3) The correctly enrolled bill must be delivered to 

the presiding officer of the house in which the bill 

originated. The presiding officer shall sign the original 

and two copies of each bill delivered to him not later than 

the next legislative day after it has been reported 

correctly enrolled, unless the bill is delivered on the last 

legislative day, in which case he shall sign it that day. 

The fact of signing must be announced by the presiding 

officer and entered upon the journal no later than the next 

legislative day. At any ti111e after the report of a bill 

correctly enrolled and before the .signing, if a member 

signifies his "desire to exa,nine the bill, he must be 

per111itted to cilo so, 'l.'he bill then 111ust be transmitted to the 

oti>i!r house where the same proce4ure moat be followed. 

(4) A bill that h&'B passed both houses of the 

Legislature by the 90th day may be: 
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(a) enrolled 1 

(bl clerically corrected by the presiding officers, if 

necessary; 

(c) signed by the presiding officers; and 

(d) delivered to the Governor or, in the case of a bill 

proposing a referendum, to the Secretary of State, not later 

than 5 working days after the 90th legislative day. 

(5) All journal entries authorized under this rule DlUSt 

be entered on the journal for the 90th day. 

(6) The original and two copies signed by the presiding 

officer of each house must be presented to the Governor or 

the Secretary of State, as applicable, in return for a 

receipt, A report then must be made to the house of the day 

of the presentation, which must be entered on the journal~ 

(7) The original must be filed with the Secretary of 

State. Signed copies with chapter numbers assigned pursuant 

to section 5-11-204, MCA, must be filed with the Clerk of 

the Supreme Court and the Legislative Council. 

40-170. -ndment by second house. U) Amendme·nts to ,a 

bill by tbe se.,ond house may not be furt.he'<" .a,nended 8¥ ~ 

house in which the bill o<:iginated, b>.lt mu.st 'be eU:her 

accepted or rejected. If the amendm!fl·ts a·r.e re)teC-ted, a 

co,,.ference CORllllittee -y lDe .-eques·ted ,t,y the MUse i• ..ti.iQI\ 

the bill originated. lf tthe amendments are .accepte41 •nd ~ 

bill is of a type requidng more than a majority vote .f•<>r 
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passage, the bill again must be placed on third reading in 

the house of origin. 

(2) The vote on third reading after concurrence in 

amendments is the vote of the house of origin that must be 

used to determine if the required number of votes has been 

cast. 

40-180. Final action on a bill. When a bill being heard 

by the second house has received its third reading or has 

been rejected, the second house must transmit it as soon as 

possible to the original house with notice of the second 

house's action. 

40-190. Transaittal of bills between houses. (l) Each 

house shall transmit to the other with any bill all relevant 

papers. 

(2) When a House bill is transmitted to the Senate, the 

Secretary of the Senate shall give a dated receipt for the 

bill to the Chief Clerk of the House. When a Senate bill is 

transmitted to the House of Representatives, the Chief Clerk 

of the House shall give a dated receipt to the Secretary of 

the Senate. 

40-200. Trans■ittal deadlines. (1) (a) A bill or 

amendment transmitted after the deadline established in this 

subsection (l) may be considered by the receiving house only 

upon approval of two-thirds of its members present and 

voting. If the receiving house does not so vote, the bill or 
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amendment must be held pending in the house to which it was 

transmitted. 

(b) (i) A bill, except for an appropriation bill, a 

revenue bill, or amendments considered by joint committee, 

must be transmitted from one house to the other on or before 

the 45th legislative day. 

( ii) Amendments, except to appropriation bills and 

revenue bills, must be transmitted from one house to the 

other on or before the 73rd legislative day. 

(C) (i) Revenue bills originating in the Senate must be 

transmitted to the House on or before the 71st legislative 

day. 

(ii) House amendments to senate revenue bills must be 

transmitted by the House to the Senate on or before the 82nd 

legislative day. 

(iii) Revenue bills originating in the House must be 

transmitted to the Senate on or before the 71st legislative 

day. 

(iv) Senate amendments to House revenue bills must be 

transmitted by the Senate to the House on or before the 82nd 

legislative day. 

(v) A revenue bill is one that either increases or 

decreases revenue. 

(d) (i) Appropriation bills and any bill implementing 

provisions of a general appropriation bill must be 
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transmitted to the Senate on or before the 67th legislative 

day. 

(ii) Senate amendments to appropriation bills must be 

transmitted by the Senate to the House on or before the 80th 

legislative day. 

(2) (a) A joint resolution introduced for the purpose 

of estimating revenue available for 

Legislature must be transmitted 

legislative day. 

appropriation by the 

no later than the 60th 

(b) Amendments to the resolutions must be transmitted 

to the house of origin no later than the 82nd legislative 

day. 

(l) Interim study resolutions, bills repealing or 

directing the amendment or adoption of administrative rules, 

and joint resolutions advising or requesting the repeal, 

amendment, or adoption of administrative rules may be 

transmitted at any time during a session. 

40-210, Governor's veto. (l) Each bill passed by the 

L99islature must be submitted to the Governor for his 

signature. This does not apply to, 

(a) bills proposing amendments to The Constitution of 

the State of Montana; 

(bl bilU ratifying proposed amendments to the United 

States Constitution; 

(c) resolutions; and 
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(d) referendum measures of the Legislature. 

(2) If the Governor does not sign or veto the bill 

within 5 days after its delivery to him if the Legislature 

is in session or within 25 days if the Legislature is 

adjourned, the bill becomes law. 

(3) The Governor shall return a vetoed bill to the 

Legislature with a statement of his reasons for the veto. 

(4) If after receipt of a veto message, two-thirds of 

the members of each house present approve the bill, it 

becomes law. 

(5) If the Legislature is not in session when the 

Governor vetoes a bill, he shall return the bill with his 

reasons for the veto to the Legislature as provided by law. 

The Legislature may be polled on a bill that it approved by 

two-thirds of the members present or it may be reconvened to 

reconsider any bill so vetoed (Montana Constitution, Art. 

VI, Sec. 10). 

(6) The Governor may veto items in appropriation bills, 

and in these instances the procedure must be the same•• 

upon vato of an entire bill (Montana Constitution, Art, VI, 

Sec. 10). 

40-220. Response to Governor's veto. (11 When the 

presiding officer receives a veto message, he ■hall read it 

to the members over the rostrum. After the reading, a member 

may move that the Governor's veto be overridden. 
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(2) A vote on the motion is determined by roll call. If 

two-thirds of the members present vote "aye 11
, the veto is 

overridden. If two-thirds of the members present do not vote 

"aye", the veto is sustained. 

40-230. Governor's recommendations for amendment. (l) 

The Governor may return any bill to the Legislature with his 

recommendations for amendment. 

(2) If the Legislature passes the bill in accordance 

with the Governor's recommendations, it shall return the 

bill to the Governor for his reconsideration._ The Governor 

may not return a bill to the Legislature a second time for 

amendment. 

(3) If the Governor returns a bill to the originating 

house with his recommendations for amendment, the house 

shall reconsider the bill under its rules relating to 

amendments offered in Committee of the Whole. 

(4) The 

procedures: 

bill then is subject to the following 

(a) The originating house shall transmit to the second 

house, for consideration 

amendments in Committee of 

under its 

the Whole, 

originating house's approval or 

Governor's recommendations. 

(b) If both houses approve 

rules relating 

the bill and 

to 

the 

disapproval of the 

the Governor's 

recommendations, the bill must be returned to the Governor 
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for his reconsideration. 

(C) If both houses disapprove the Governor's 

recommendations, the bill must be returned to the Governor 

for his reconsideration. 

(d) If one house disapproves the Governor's 

recommendations and the other house approves, then either 

house may request a conference committee, which may be a 

free conference committee. 

(i) If both houses adopt a conference committee report, 

the bill in accordance with the report must be returned to 

the Governor for his reconsideration. 

(ii) If a conference committee fails to reach agreement 

or if its report is not adopted by both houses, the 

Governor's recommendations. must be considered not approved 

and the bill must be returned to the Governor for further 

consideration. 

CHAPTER 60 

RULES 

60-10. Suspension of joint rule -- change in rules. (1) 

A joint rule may be repealed or amended only with the 

concurrence of both houses, under the procedures adopted by 

each house for the repeal or amendment of its own rules. 

(2) A joint rule governing the procedure for handling 

bills may be temporarily suspended by the consent of 

two-thirds of the members of either house, insofar as it 
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applies to the house suspending it. 

(3) Any Rules Committee report recommending a change in 

the joint rules must be referred to the other house. Any new 

rule or any change in the rules of either house must be 

transmitted to the other house for informational purposes. 

(4) Upon adoption of any change, the Secretary of the 

Senate and the Chief Clerk of the House of Representatives 

shall provide the office of the Legislative Council: 

(a) one copy of all motions or resolutions amending 

Senate, House, or joint rules; and 

(b) copies of all minutes and reports of the Rules 

Committees. 

60-20. Reference to Mason's Manual. Mason's Manual of 

Legislative Procedure (1989) governs the proceedings of the 

Senate and the House of Representatives in all cases not 

covered by these rules. 

60-30. Publication and distribution of joint rules. (l) 

The Legislative Council shall codify and publish in one 

volume: 

(a) the rules of the Senate; 

(b) the rules of the House of Representatives; and 

(c) the joint rules of the Senate and the House of 

Representatives. 

(2) After the rules have been published, the 

Legislative Council shall distribute copies as directed by 
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the senate and the Bouse of Representatives. 

CHAPTER 70 

STATEMENT OF LEGISLATIVE INTENT 

70-10. Definition. (1) For the purpose of compliance 

with the· Legislative History Act (Title 5, chapter 4, part 

4, MCA), a statement of legislative intent regarding a bill 

must express the common understanding of those components of 

the Legislature voting on the bill, 

(2) This statement differs from a purpose clause, which 

is used in general to describe the broad overall objectives 

of a bill. A statement of intent is used to guide the 

details of interpretation by those charged with 

implementation of the bill and is phrased in terms of 

contingencies, examples, or other matter inappropriate for 

expression as statutory language. 

70-20. Liaitation. A statement of intent may not 

accompany any bill that does not statutorily require one 

unless a committee (standing committee, Committee of the 

Whole or conference committee) agrees by a two-thirds vote 

to attach the statement. 

70-30. Stat-ent of intent to accoapany bill -- when -­

how. A statement of intent must accompany a bill as follows: 

(l) A statement of intent is required for a bill 

delegating new rulemaking or licensing authority. 

(2) A statement of intent must be included with the 
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introduced bill for a bill requiring one, If a bill is found 

to require a statement of intent at any time in the 

legislative process, a statement of intent may be added 

under the procedure for amending a bill, 

(3) A statement of intent must be included as a part of 

the bill between the title and the enacting clause under the 

7 heading "Statement of Intent ... 

8 70-40. Modification. Any committee considering a bill 

9 may recommend amendment of a prev~ous statement of intent or 

10 recommend inclusion of a statement of intent. The statement 

11 of intent must be reflected in the history of the bill, 

12 70-50. Conference committee on statement of intent 

13 only. (1) If the second house concurs in a bill without 

14 amendments but amends or supersedes a previous statement of 

15 intent, the bill may not be enrolled until both houses have 

16 agreed on a statement of intent. If the statement of intent 

17 is attached to a bill that does not statutorily require one, 

18 the conference committee can delete the statement in its 

19 entirety. 

20 (2) A new statement of intent written by the second 

21 house must be processed in the same manner as a second house 

22 amendment. 

23 (3) A regular conference committee may be appointed 

24 solely to resolve differences of intent if the second 

25 house's statement of intent is not so accepted. 
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SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 4 

INTRODUCED BY VAN VALKENBORG, DRISCOLL 

BY REQUEST OF THE JOINT RULES C~ITTEE 

A JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF 

6 REPRESENTATIVES OF THE.STATE OF MONTANA TO ADOPT JOINT RULES 

7 TO GOVERN THEIR PROCEEDINGS. 

I 

••·•··. 9 NOii, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE 

10 OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE or MONTANA: 

11 That the following joint rules be adopted: 

12 CHAPTER 10 

13 ADMINISTRATION 

14 10-10. Tl- of aeeting. Each house 111ay order ita ti,ne 

15 of aeeting, 

16 10-20. Leqialative day -- duration. (1) If either house 

17 ia in session on a given day, that day constitutes a 

11 legislative day. 

19 (21 A legislative day for a house ends either 24 hours 

20 after that house convenes for the day or at the time the 

21 

22 

23 

24 

house convenes for the following legislative day, whichever 

is earlier. 

10-30. Schedules. The presiding officer of _each house 

shall coordinate its schedule to accommodate the workload of 

2S the other house. 

~~~CJIUtftll 

SJR 0004/02 

There are no changes in this bill. 
and will not be reprinted. Please 
refer to yellow copy for complete 
text. 
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SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 4 

INTRODUCED BY VANVALKENBURG, DRISCOLL 

BY REQUEST OF THE JOINT RULES COMMITTEE 

A JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF 

6 REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA TO ADOPT JOINT RULES 

7 TO GOVERN THEIR PROCEEDINGS. 

8 

9 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE 

10 OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

11 That the following joint rules be adopted: 

12 CHAPTER 10 

13 ADMINISTRATION 

14 10-10. Time of meeting. Each house may order its time 

15 of meeting. 

16 10-20. Legislative day -- duration. (1) If either house 

17 is in session on a given day, that day constitutes a 

18 legislative day, 

19 (2) A legislative day for a house ends either 24 hours 

20 after that house convenes for the day or at the time the 

21 house convenes for the following legislative day, whichever 

22 is earlier. 

23 

24 

25 

10-30. Schedules. The presiding officer of each house 

shall coordinate its schedule to accommodate the workload of 

the other house. 

~ .... _, .. ,_ 
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