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SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 3 

INTRODUCED BY GAGE 

A JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF 

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA REQUESTING AN 

INTERIM STUDY OF COUNTY CONSOLIDATION AND REORGANIZATION AND 

CONSOLIDATION OF COUNTY OFFICES WITHIN A COUNTY AND BETWEEN 

COUNTIES; AND REQUIRING A REPORT OF THE FINDINGS OF THE 

STUDY TO THE 53RD LEGISLATURE. 

WHEREAS, Montana recognizes the economic reality of 

limited financial resources within the state; and 

WHEREAS, the citizens and taxpayers of Montana are 

supporting more county governments than are needed for 

efficient management of local affairs; and 

WHEREAS, 28 Montana counties were formed between 1910 

and 1925 without benefit of a comprehensive plan; and 

WHEREAS, Article XI, section 3, of the Montana 

Constitution allows a county government to have as many as 

13 elected officials; and 

WHEREAS, many sparsely populated counties do not require 

the number of elective positions allowed by the constitution 

to maintain an adequate level of services; and 

WHEREAS, many counties lack the revenue to adequately 

fund the number of county offices currently being 

~na ,e9;s,a<ive Cou=•• 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

SJR 0003/01 

maintained; and 

WHEREAS, the Legislature is uniquely qualified to 

address the questions of county consolidation and county 

office consolidation from a statewide perspective and to 

determine what factors should be considered in developing a 

statewide plan for consolidation and reorganization. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE 

OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

That an appropriate interim committee be assigned to 

study: 

(1) the consolidation and reorganization of counties, 

taking into consideration the following factors: 

(a) existing county boundaries; 

(b) existing legislative districts; 

(c) geographic features; 

(d) transportation routes and market areas; 

(e) social, economic, and natural resources; 

(f) population distribution; 

(g) taxable valuation; and 

lh) other relevant factors; and 

12) the consolidation of county offices within and 

between counties, taking into consideration the following 

factors: 

(a) current duties of county officers; 
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·(b') ··s1a.at\J'tory ·-out•i.es d1' ·'County .of.fh:etll>; 

·1e) qua•tifimkions '.for -various 'eouhtY'<>fftcers: 

(d.) 'e><isct-ing 'l'eve'l -of ,.ssr•vd,ces 'Ml'thin >tountlfes; 

(e'.) financial. support ·necessar,y ·ti, -operate cur.ren-t 

5 o.ffices; 
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( fi) avai-labl,e telecOllUIIUhicat'.ioas technology; . and 

I 9,l 

BE lT 

othe·,r .relevant ·factors .. 

·pl)RTHER RESOL-VEl>, that 'the iiM:er im commit.bee 

9 -report the find-b,gs -o1: tlie i!tt-udy to the 53:rd Legi'Slature and 

10 pr-esent options for legisl.ati-ve cons'idet"ation •-i-f ;tlhe 

l l coMli t t--e:e dete.r-tnine·s ·t'hat Qptions ar-e ,nec~ssary. 

-End-

-3-



,. 

52nd Legislature SJR 0003/01 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

B 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

APPROVED BY COMM. 
ON LOCAL GOVERNMENT 

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 3 

INTRODUCED BY GAGE 

A JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF 

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA REQUESTING AN 

INTERIM STUDY OF COUNTY CONSOLIDATION AND REORGANIZATION ANO 

CONSOLIDATION OF COUNTY OFFICES WITHIN A COUNTY ANO BETWEEN 

COUNTIES; ANO REQUIRING A REPORT OF THE FINDINGS OF THE 

STUDY TO THE 53RD LEGISLATURE, 

WHEREAS, Montana recognizes the economic reality of 

limited financial resources within the state: and 

WHEREAS, the citizens and taxpayers of Montana are 

supporting more county governments than are needed for 

efficient management of local affairs; and 

WHEREAS, 28 Montana counties were formed between 1910 

and 1925 without benefit of a comprehensive plan; and 

WHEREAS, Article XI, section 3, of the Montana 

Constitution allows a county government to have as many as 

13 elected officials: and 

WHEREAS, many sparsely populated counties do not require 

the number of elective positions allowed by the constitution 

to maintain an adequate level of services; and 

WHEREAS, many counties lack the revenue to adequately 

fund the number of county offices currently being 
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maintained; and 

WHEREAS, the Legislature is uniquely qualified to 

address the questions of county consolidation and county 

office consolidation from a statewide perspective and to 

determine what factors should be considered in developing a 

statewide plan for consolidation and reorganization. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE 

OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

That an appropriate interim committee be assigned to 

study: 

(1) the consolidation and reorganization of counties, 

taking intp consideration the following factors: 

(a} existing county boundaries; 

(b) existing legislative districts; 

(c) geographic features; 

(d) transportation routes and market areas; 

(e) social, economic, and natural resources; 

(f) population distribution; 

(g) taxable valuation; and 

(h) other relevant factors; and 

(2) the consolidation of county offices within and 

betwPe1l counties, taking into consideration the following 

factor·s: 

(a) cur1·e,1t duties of county officers; 

-2- SECOND READING 
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(b) statutory duties of county officers; 

(c) qualifications for various county officers; 

(d) existing level of services within counties; 

l 

2 

3 

4 (e) financial support necessary to operate current 

5 offices; 

6 (f) available telecommunications technology; and 

7 (g) other relevant factors. 

8 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the interim committee 

9 report the findings of the study to the 53rd Legislature and 

10 

ll 

present options for legislative consideration 

committee determioes that options are necessary. 

-End-
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SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 3 

INTRODUCED BY GAGE 

A JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF 

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA REQUESTING AN 

INTERIM STUDY OF COUNTY CONSOLIDATION ANO REORGANIZATION ANO 

CONSOLIDATION OF COUNTY OFFICES WITHIN A COUNTY ANO BETWEEN 

COUNTIES: ANO REOIIIRING A REPORT OF THE FINDINGS OF THE 

STUDY TO THE 53RD LEGISLATURE. 

IIIIEREAS, Montana recognizes the econ0111ic reality of 

liaited financial resources within the state: and 

WHEREAS, the citizens and tazpayers of Montana are 

supporting more county governments than are needed for 

efficient management of local affairs: and 

WHEREAS, 28 Montana counties were formed between 1910 

and 1925 without benefit of a comprehensive plan: and 

WHEREAS, Article XI, section J, of the Montana 

Constitution allows a county goverruaent to have as many as 

13 elected officials: and 

WHEREAS, many sparsely populated counties do not require 

the number of elective positions allowed by the constitution 

to maintain an adequate level of services; and 

WHERE~S, many counties lack the revenue to adequately 

fund the number of county offices currently being 
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maintained; and 

WHEREAS, the Legislature 

address the questions of county 

is uniquely qualified to 

consolidation and county 

office consolidation from a statewide perspective and to 

determine what factors should be considered in developing a 

statewide plan for consolidation and reorganization. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE 

OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

That an appropriate interim committee be assigned to 

study: 

(l} the consolidation and reorganization of counties, 

taking into consideration the following factors, 

(a) existing county boundaries: 

(b) existing legislative districts: 

(c) geographic features: 

(d) transportation routes and market aceas1 

(e) social, economic, and natural resourcesi 

If) population distribution; 

(g) taxable valuation: and 

Ch) other relevant factors: and 

(2) the consolidation of county offices within and 

between counties, taking into consideration the following 

factors: 

(a} current duties of county officers~ 
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(bl statutory duties of county officers: 

(cl qualifications for various county officers; 

(d) e•iating level of services within counties; 

(e) financial support necessary to operate current 

S off ices; 

6 

7 

(f) available telecommunications technology; and 

(g) other relevant factors. 

I BE lT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the interim committee 

9 report the findings of the study to the 53rd Legislature and 

10 present options for legislative consideration if the 

11 committee determines that options are necessary. 

-End-
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