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A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: *"AN ACT REVISING HE LAW
RELATING TO THE CARRYING OF FIREARMS BY PROBATION AND PAROLE
QFFICERS APROINTED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF INSTITUTIONS;
ALLOWING PRCBATION AND PAROLE OFFICERS TO CARRY FIREARMS ON
AND OFF DUTY; ESTABLISHING FIREARMS TRAINING GUIDELINES AND
WEAPONS SPECIFICATIONS; AND AMENDING SECTION 46-23-1002,

MCA."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
Section 1. Section 46-23-1002, MCA, is amended to read:
"46-23-1002, PpPowers of the department. The department

may:

(1) appeoint probation and parole officers and other
employees necessary to administer this part;

(2) authorize probation and parole officers to carry

firearms, including concealed firearms, when--necessary 2as

provided in [sections 2 and 3); = Phe-department-shaii-adopt

rules-——estabiishing---firesarme-—training--requirements—-and
procedures-£or-anehorizing-the-carerying-of-firearma~

{31) adopt rules for the conduct of persons placed on
parole or probation, except that the department may not make

any rule conflicting with conditions of parole impcsed by
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the board or conditions of probation imposed by a court."

NEW SECTION. Section 2. Probation and parole officers
~— authority to carry firearms. A probation and parole
officer who meets all firearms training regquirements may
carry a firearm while:

{1} engaged in the performance of his duties, unless
restricted by the officer's supervisor, with cause; and

(2) off duty, provided he has received written
authorization from the department. An off-duty weapon must
conform to the guidelines provided in {section 3].

NEW SECTION. Section 3. Firearms training requirements
—- weapons specifications. (1) Before a probation and parocle
officer may carry a firearm, he must meet the department's
current firearms training requirements. An officer may carry
only the type and model of firearm with which he trains and
qualifies. The department shall maintain at all times a list
of probation and parole officers who are and who are not
qualified to carry a firearm.

(2) A probation and parole pfficer who 1s qualified to
carry a firearm may carry a perscnally owned weapon, as
provided in subsection (3), or a weapon issued by the
department.

{3) A probation and parole officer may carry a

perscnally owned:

fa) Smith & Wesson 9mm, model 469, or other %mm firearm
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if it has the same safety features as the Smith & Wesson
9mm, model 469, and is approved in writing by the director
of the department; or

(b} .38 or .357 caliber firearm with a 4-inch or
shorter barrel.

(4) A probation and parcle officer may only use
ammunition issued by the department in either a persocnally
owned weapon or a weapoen issued by the department.

(5) Weapons must be carried in a secure holster and
concealed at all times.

NEW SECTION. Section 4. codification instruction.
[Sections 2 and 3] are intended to be codified as an
integral part of Title 46, chapter 23, part 10, and the
provisions of Title 46, chapter 23, npart 10, apply to
fsections 2 and 3}.

~End-
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A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: “AN ACT REVISING'—THE LAW
RELATING TO THE CARRYING OF FIREARMS BY PROBATION AND PAROLE
OFFICERS APPOINTED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF INSTITUTIONS;
ALLOWING PROBATION AND PAROLE OFFICERS TO CARRY FIREARMS ON
AND OFF DUTY; ESTABLISHING FIREARMS TRAINING GUIDELINES AND
WEAPONS SPECIFICATIONS; AND AMENDING SECTION 46-23-1002,

MCA."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
Section 1. Section 46-23-1002, MCA, is amended to read:
"46-23~1002. Powers of the department, The department

may:

(1) appoint probation and parole officers and other
employees necessary to administer this part;

{2) authorize probation and parole officers to carry

firearms, including concealed firearms, when--neceasary as

provided in [sections 2 and 3]; + Phe-department-shati-adopt

rutes-——estabiishing—--firearms--training-—requirements--and
preocedures—for-puthortzing-the-cartying-of-firearmas

(3) adopt rules for the conduct of persons placed on
parole or probation, except that the department may not make

any rule conflicting with conditions of parole imposed by
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the board or conditions of probation imposed by a court.”

NEW SECTION. Section 2. Probation and parole officers
-- authority to carry firearms., A probation and parole
officer who meets all firearms training requirements may
carry a firearm while:

{1} engaged in the performance of his duties, unless
restricted by the cofficer's supervisor, with cause; and

(2) off duty, provided he has received written
authorization £from the department. An off-duty weapon must
conform to the guidelines provided in [section 3].

NEW SECTION. Section 3. Firearms training requirements
-- weapons specifications. (1) Before a probation and parole
officer may carry a firearm, he must meet the department's
current firearms training requirements. An officer may carry
only the type and model of firearm with which he trains and
qualifies. The department shall maintain at all times a list
of probation and parole officers who are and who are not
qualified to carry a firearm.

(2) A probation and parcole officer who is gualified to
carry a firearm may carry a personally owned weapon, as
provided in subsection (3), or a weapon issued by the

department.

{3) A probation and parole officer may carry a

personally owned:

(a) Smith & Wesson 9mm, model 469, or other 9mm firearm
SECOND READING
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if it has the same safety features as the Smith & Wesson
9mm, model 469, and is approved in writing by the director
of the department: or

(b .38 or .357 caliber firearm with a d4-inch or
shorter barrel.

{4) A probation and parole cfficer may only use
ammunition issued by the department in either a personally
owned weapon or a weapon issued by the department.

(5) Weapons must be carried in a secure holster and
concealed at all times.

NEW SECTION. Section 4. cCodification instruction.
{Sections 2 and 3] are intended to be codified as an
integral part of Title 46, chapter 23, part 10, and the
provisions of Title 46, chapter 23, part 10, apply to
[sections 2 and 3].

-End-
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A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: *"AN ACT REVISING HE LAW
RELATING TO THE CARRYING QF FIREARMS BY PROBATION AND PAROLE
OFFICERS APPOINTED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF INSTITUTIONS;
ALLOWING PROBATION AND PAROLE OFFICERS TO CARRY FIREARMS ON
AND. OFF DUTY; ESTABLISHING FIREARMS TRAINING GUIDELINES AND
WEAPONS SPECIFICATIONS; AND AMENDING SECTION 46-23-1002,

MCA.,"

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
Section 1. Section 46-23-1002, MCA, is amended to read:
"46-23-1002. Powers of the departwent., The department

may:

(1} appoint probation and parole officers and other
employees necessary to administer this part;

{2) authorize probation and parcle officers to carry
firearms, including concealed Eirearms, when-—necessary as

provided in [sections 2 and 3}; - The-department-shaii-adept

rules—--establishing---firearmas--tratning--requirements--and
procedures—-for-autharizing-the-carrying-of-firearmss

{3) adopt rules for the conduct of persons placed on
parcle or probation, except that the department may not make

any rule conflicting with conditions of parcle imposed by
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the board or conditions cof probation imposed by a court.”

NEW SECTION. Section 2. Probation and parole officers
-- authority to carry firearms. A probation and paroclte
cfficer who meets all firearms training requirements may
carry a firearm while:

{1) engaged in the performance of his duties, unless
restricted by the officer's supervisor, with cause; and

(2) off duty, provided he has received written
authorization from the department., An off-duty weapon must
conform to the guidelines provided in {section 3].

NEW SECTION. Section 3. Firearms training requirements
—-— Weapons specifications. {1) Before a probaticn and parole
officer may carry a firearm, he must meet the department's
current firearms training requirements. An officer may carry
cnly the type and model of firearm with which he trains and
qualifies. The department shall maintain at all times a list
of probation and parole officers who are and who are not
qualified to carry a Eirearm.

t2) A probation and parole pfficer who 1s gqualified to
carry a firearm may carry a perscnally owned weapon, as
provided in subsection (3}, or a weapon issued by the
depértment.

{3) A probation and parole officer may carry a
personally owned:

{a) Smith & Wesson 9mm, model 469, or other 9mm firearm
THIRD READING
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if it has the same safety features as the Smith s Wesson
9mm, model 469, and is approved in writing by the director
of the department: or

(b) .38 or .357 caliber firearm with a 4-inch or
shorter barrel.

{4) A probation and parole officer may only use
ammunition issued by the department in either a personally
owned weapon or a weapon issued by the department.

{5} Weapons must be carried in a secure holster and

concealed at all times.

NEW SECTION. Section 4. Codification instruction.
[Sections 2 and 3] are intended to be codified as an
integral part of Title 46, chapter 23, part 10, and the
provisions of Title 46, chapter 23, part 10, apply to
[sections 2 and 3).

-End-





