
SENATE BILL NO. 318 

INTRODUCED BY WEEDING 

BY REQUEST OF THE SENATE COMMITTEE ON 
HIGHWAYS AND TRANSPOR~ATION 

FEBRUARY 8, 1991 

FEBRUARY 11, 1991 

FEBRUARY 22, 1991 

FEBRUARY 23, 1991 

FEBRUARY 25, 1991 

MARCH 4, 1991 

MARCH 23, 1991 

APRIL 6, 1991 

APRIL 8, 1991 

APRIL 9, 1991 

IN THE SENATE 

INTRODUCED AND REFERRED TO COMMITTEE 
ON TAXATION. 

FIRST READING. 

ON MOTION, REREFERRED TO COMMITTEE 
ON HIGHWAYS & TRANSPORTATION. 

COMMITTEE RECOMMEND BILL 
DO PASS AS AMENDED. REPORT ADOPTED. 

PRINTING REPORT. 

SECOND READING, DO PASS. 

ENGROSSING REPORT. 

THIRD READING, PASSED. 
AYES, 41; NOES, 8. 

TRANSMITTED TO HOUSE. 

IN THE HOUSE 

INTRODUCED AND REFERRED TO COMMITTEE 
ON HIGHWAYS & TRANSPORTATION. 

FIRST READING. 

COMMITTEE RECOMMEND BILL BE 
CONCURRED IN AS AMENDED. REPORT 
ADOPTED. 

SECOND READING, NOT CONCURRED IN. 

RETURNED TO SENATE WITH AMENDMENTS. 

ON MOTION, PREVIOUS ACTION 
RECONSIDERED. 

HOUSE REQUESTS THE RETURN OF SB 318 
FOR FURTHER CONSIDERATION. 



APRIL 9, 1991 

APRIL 9, 1991 

APRIL 13, 1991 

APRIL 15, 1991 

APRIL 16, 1991 

APRIL 17, 1991 

APRIL 18, 1991 

APRIL 19, 1991 

IN THE SENATE 

ON MOTION, REQUEST OF HOUSE GRANTED 
FOR RETURN OF SB 318 FOR FURTHER 
CONSIDERATION. 

IN THE HOUSE 

REREFERRED TO COMMITTEE 
ON TAXATION. 

COMMITTEE RECOMMEND BILL BE 
CONCURRED IN AS AMENDED. REPORT 
ADOPTED. 

SECOND READING, CONCURRED IN. 

THIRD READING, CONCURRED IN. 
AYES, 80; NOES, 19. 

RETURNED TO SENATE WITH AMENDMENTS. 

IN THE SENATE 

RECEIVED FROM HOUSE. 

SECOND READING, AMENDMENTS 
CONCURRED IN. 

THIRD READING, AMENDMENTS 
CONCURRED IN. 

SENT TO ENROLLING. 

REPORTED CORRECTLY ENROLLED. 
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Sat£2"t BILL NO.~ 

INTRODUCED BY ld t.J. 7 
BY REQUEST OF THE SENATE COMMITTEE ON 

HIGHWAYS AND TRANSPORTATION 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT SUBJECTING PICKUP 

CAMPERS TO THE SAME IDENTIFICATION ANO TITLE PROVISIONS AS 

OTHER RECREATIONAL VEHICLES; INCREASING THE CAMPER DECAL 

FEE; ALLOWING A PURCHASER OF A CAMPER A GRACE PERIOD FOR THE 

PAYMENT OF THE TAX OR FEE; AMENDING SECTIONS 61-1-102, 

61-1-129, 61-3-107, 61-3-524, AND 61-3-525, 

PROVIDING APPLICABILITY DATES." 

MCA; 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

AND 

Section 1. Section 61-1-102, MCA, is amended to read: 

•61-1-102. Motor vehicle. "Motor vehicle" means every~ 

vehicle propelled by its own power and designed primarily to 

transport persons or property upon the highways of the 

state, except that for the purpose of chapter 3, the term 

also includes trailers, semitrailers, and housetrailers. For 

the purpose of chapter 3, parts 1 and 2, the term also 

includes campe~s. The term does not include a bicycle as 

defined in 61-1-123." 

Section 2. Section 61-1-129, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-1-129. camper. The term "camper" as used in 
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LC 1896/01 

61-1-102~ 61-3-524~ and 61-3-525 includes but is not limited 

to truck camper, chassis-mounted camper, cab over, half cab 

over, non cab over, telescopic, and telescopic cab over, but 

does not include a truck canopy cover or topper weighing 

less than 300 pounds and having no accommodations attached." 

Section 3. Section 61-3-107, MCA, is amended to read: 

•61-3-107. Identification nUlllber for trailers and 

campers. Afty ~ trailer, semitrailer, or housetrailer whiehL 

or cam~er that does not have a manufacturer's or other 

identifying number thereon sfta±± must oe assigned an 

identification number by the department upon registration of 

stteh the motor vehicle. The owner or other person lawfully 

in possession of stteh the motor vehicle shall stamp s~eh the 

number se assigned by the department upon the entrance of 

the camper or on the principal right frame member of sa½~ 

the motor vehicle near the front end thereof of the vehicle 

where it may be clearly and readily seen,~ afta--said The 

stamping sfta¼¼ must be promptly accomplished after notice of 

the assigned number by the department. The department may 

withhold registration until satisfactory proof by affidavit 

of stteh the stamping is filed with it." 

Section 4. Section 61-3-524, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-3-524. Tax-paid decal required 

dpplication for decal -- application fee 

on camper 

issuance 

disposition of fee. (1) No~ camper, subject to taxation in 

-2- INTRODUCED BILL 
S6 319 
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Montana, may not be operated by any~ person on the public 

highways o~ streets in this state unless there is displayed 

in a conspicuous place Chereon on the camper a decal as 

visual proof that the tax has been paid thereon on the 

camper for the current year. 

(2) Application for the issuance of the decal sha¼¼ 

~ be made to Che depar~meftt-of-re¥entte-or the county 

treasurer in the county of the owner's residence, 

accompanied by an application fee of $3.50, upon forms~ 

form to be furnished by the department of revenue for this 

purpose, which may be obtained ,rom-~he-departmene-er at the 

county treasurer's office in-~he-eo~n~y-where±n Che-ewner 

re~¼des, and ¼s-Co which must provide for substantially the 

following information: 

and 

(a) 

(b) 

(c) 

(d) 

( e J 

(f) 

(9) 

(h) 

name of owner; 

address; 

name of manufacturer; 

model number; 

make; 

year of manufacture, 

statement evidencing payment of the property tax; 

such other information as the department may 

24 require. 

25 (3) ~ The app¼±e8t±o~--m~~t--~e-~±gfted-by-the county 
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treasurer and-treftsm±tted-by-h±m shall sign the application 

and transmit the application to the department aeeempan¼ed 

by-an-app¼¼eat¼on-Eee of$¼ justice. 

..l2.l Upon receipt of the application in approved form~ 

the departmen~--er county treasurer shall issue to the 

applicant a numbered decal in the style and design 

prescribed by the department of revenue and of a different 

color than the preceding year7-numbe~ed-nttmer¼ea¼¼y. 

(4} Of the fee collected under subsection (2), the 

county treasurer shall depasit $1 in the county general fund 

and $2.50 in the state special revenue fund to the credit of 

the department of fish, wildlife, and parks." 

Section 5. Section 61-3-525, MCA, is amended to read: 

•61-3-525. Annual application for decals. Application 

may be made to the ~epartment-e£-reventte-or county treasurer 

for the issuance of camper decals annually when the motor 

vehicle to which the camper is customarily attached is 

registered. 11 

NEW SECTION. Section 6. Application for camper 

certificate of ownership. A person applying for a 

certificate of ownership of a camper shall furnish proof of 

ownership in the form of a notarized bill of sale or a 

conditional sales contract. 

NEW SECTION. Section 7. Grace period for registrat.ion 

and payment of tax or fee penalty for failure to pay tax 

-4-
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or fee. (1) Unless the tax or fee provided in 61-3-523 and 

61-3-524 for the year has been paid, upon the purchase of a 

new or previously owned camper, the purchaser has 20 days 

from the date of purchase to pay the tax or to apply for the 

camper decal fee, or both, as if the camper were being taxed 

for the first time in that registration year. The purchaser 

may operate or transport a camper on the highways of Montana 

without a tax-paid decal during the 20-day period if the 

operator of the camper or of the vehicle upon which the 

camper is transported has in his possession a 20-day 

certificate issued by a dealer, if the camper was purchased 

from a dealer, or a vehicle purchase certificate issued 

pursuant to 61-3-317 or other evidence of purchase of the 

camper. 

(2) A purchaser who fails to make application and pay 

16 the tax within the time provided in subsection (1) is 

17 subject to a penalty of $10, which must be collected by the 

18 county treasurer when the tax is paid and must be in 

19 addition to the fees otherwise provided by law. 

20 

21 

22 

23 

NEW SECTION. 

(Sections 6 and 

integral part 

provisions of 

Section 8. Codification instruction. 

7] are intended to be codified as an 

of Title 61, chapter 3, part 5, and the 

Title 61, chapter 3, pa.rt 5, apply to 

24 [sections 6 and 7]. 

25 NEW SECTION. Section 9. Saving clause. [This act] does 
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not affect rights and duties that matured, penalties that 

were incurred, or proceedings that were begun before [the 

effective date of this act]. 

NEW SECTION. Section 10. Applicability. 

act J: 

( 1) [This 

(a) applies to a camper sold or transferred after 

September 30, 1991: and 

(b) does not apply to a camper manufactured more than 

10 years before the date of the application for the decal 

required in 61-3-524. 

(2) A person who owns a camper on September 30, 1991, 

is not required to obtain a certificate of ownership for the 

camper until the camper is sold or transferred. 

-End-

-6-



STATE OF MONTANA - FISCAL NOTE 
Form BD-15 

In compliance with a written request, there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note for SB0318, as introduced. 

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION: 

An act subjecting pickup campers to the same identification and title provisions as other recreational vehicles; increasing 
the camper decal fee; allowing a purchaser of a camper a grace period for the payment of the tax or fee; and providing 
applicability dates. 

ASSUMPTIONS: 

Department of Revenue 
1. Under current law the camper decal fee is $1.00 and is deposited in the state general fund. 
2. Under the proposal the camper decal fee is $3.50. Of this amount, $1.00 would be deposited in the general fund of the 

county in which the owner of the camper is a resident; and $2.50 would be deposited in the state special revenue fund to 
the credit of the Department of Fish, Wildlife and Parks. 

3. Decals would be issued for 6,000 campers for each year of the biennium (Department of Justice}. 
4. The new camper decal fee will go into effect October 1, 1991. Therefore, there will be 3 months of collections at $1.00 

and 9 months of collections at $3.50 for FY92. 
Department of Justice 
5. There are 6,000 campers in the state and all will be titled in FY92 with 50% attaching liens. Thereafter, one-third of 

tha total will require titling and lien activity. 
6. The proposal will require 0.50 FTE, grade 7, to administer the program (FY92 only 9 months). Operating expenses will be 

$5,000 in FY92 and $2,100 in FY93. Equipment required will be $4,500 in FY92 only. 

FISCAL IMPACT: 

see next page 

;J, l e~~ 2--13-'tl 
ROD SUNDSTED, BUDGET DIRECTOR DATE 

fl., +4 (.Jg.~ ~ 4 ?/;~hi 
CECIL F. WEEDING, PRIMARY SPONSOR ( 1».TE 1/ I/ 

Office of Budget and Program Planning 
Fiscal Note for SB0318. as introduceo $8 111' 



Fiscal Note Request, SB0318 as introduced 
Form BD-15 
Page 2 

FISCAL IMPACT: 
Department of Justice: Motor Vehicles: 

Expenditures· 

F.T.E. 
Personal Services 
Operating Expenses 
Equipment 

Total 
funding;. 
General Fund 

fi...22. 

lneates; 
PffeGMDt d B«Ynue i 
Camper Dee-al,_ 

pistr!Jerrtion of kYtnM · 
General Fund. 
CC>Ullty General l'un4 
Fish, ftldlifa, Paru 

Tot:al 

Pl·Pt!rtmeS& 9:£ Jwrt-1-Ci!'; 
Title Pees 
U:enhel!f 

Total 
General Fund 

Gener.al F\111:d Impact 

'!EAflWilW. Ml· 

curreni; Law 
0.00 

1,480,000 
808,700 

L.lQQ 
2,295,900 

2,295,900 

6,000 

6,000 
0 
Q 

6,000 

9'3€!',000 
{tti_.000 

i,420,000 
1,420,000 

IL2.l 
f.[Ql!OH!l ww 

0.38 
1,486,300 

813,700 
11 ZQQ 

2,311,700 

2,311,700 

17,250 

1,500 
4,500 

l.l.2~ 
17,250 

951,000 
222.000 

1,453,000 
1,453,000 

IUt:t:ei:ew.1 ,ui:IiD!c J.&w fISU!SHi~d Law IUt:t:!l:!i!D!.i 
0.38 0.00 0.50 0.50 

6,300 1,480,000 1,488,800 8,800 
5,000 816,300 818,400 2,100 
4,:iQQ z,200 Z,2QQ Q 

15,800 2,303,500 2,314,400 10,900 

15,800 2,303,500 2,314,400 10,900 

11,250 6,000 21,000 15,000 

(4,500) 6,000 0 (6,000) 
4,500 0 6,000 6',oo6 

l.l.2~ 6,oo& U-91$ u.~Q 
ll,2SO 21,000 15,000 

21,000 930,000 !»7,000 7,000 
12.Ql)O .,k90,000 ·-~ ~ 
33,000 1.,420,000 1,431,000 11,000 
33,000 1,lr20,000 1,431,000 11,000 

12,700 (S,900) 

The applicability section leaves, some· confusion as to whether or not a camper decal is required for calipers which do not 
cltange haflds, &f't:er September 38', 199'1. The fiscal note was written under the assumption that all campers currently 
requiring a cteeal would cont:in'Ue· to do so under this proposal. 

~8 ~II 
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APPROVED BY COMMITTEE 
ON HIGHWAYS & TRANSPORTATION 

SENATE BILL NO. 318 

INTRODUCED SY WEEDING 

AS AMENDED 

BY REQUEST OF THE SENATE COMMITTEE ON 

HIGHWAYS AND TRANSPORTATION 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT SUBJECTING PICKUP 

CAMPERS TO THE SAME IDENTIFICATION AND TITLE PROVISIONS AS 

OTHER RECREATIONAL VEHICLES; INGREASING THE CAMPER DECAL 

FEE; ALWWING A PURCHASER OF A CAMPER A GRACE PERIOD FOR THE 

PAYMENT OF THE TAX OR FEE; AMENDING SECTIONS 61-1-102, 

61-1-129, 61-3-107, 61-3-524, AND 61-3-525, 

PROVIDING APPLICABILITY DATES," 

MCA; 

BE IT ENACTED.BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

AND 

Section 1. Section 61:-1-102, MCA, is amended to read: 

•61-1-102. Motor vehicle. "Motor vehicle" means every~ 

vehicle propelled by its own power and designed primarily to 

transport persons or property upon the highways of the 

state, except that for the purpose of chapter 3, the term 

also includes trailers, semitrailers, and housetrailers. For 

the purpose of chapter 3, parts 1 and 2, the term also 

includes campers. The term does not include a bicycle as 

defined in 61-1-123.'1 

Section 2. Section 61-1-129, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-1-129. Camper. The term 11 camper'1 as used in 

~.,, .... , . ., .. ,""""" 
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61-1-102, 61-3-524~ and 61-3-525 includes but is not limited 

to truck camper, chassis-mounted camper, cab over, half cab 

over, non cab over, telescopic, and telescopic cab over, but 

does not include a truck canopy cover or topper weighing 

less than 300 pounds and having no accommodations attached." 

Section 3. Section 61-3-107, MCA, is amended to read: 

•61-3-107. Identification number for trailers and 

campers. Any~ trailer, semitrailer, or housetrailer whichL 

or cam~er that does not have a manufacturer's or other 

identifying number thereon shall must be assigned an 

identification number by the department upon registration of 

9tteh the motor vehicle. The owner or other person lawfully 

in possession of stteft the motor vehicle shall stamp stteh the 

number so assigned by the department upon the entrance of 

the camper or on the principal right frame member of eaid 

the motor vehicle near the front end ~heree£ of the vehicle 

where it may be clearly and readily seen,~ and--se¼~ The 

stamping ~hall must be promptly accomplished after notice of 

the assigned number by the department. The department may 

withhold registration until satisfactory proof by affidavit 

of etteh the stamping is filed with it." 

Section 4. Section 61-3-524, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-3-524. Tax-paid decal required 

application for decal -- application fee 

on camper 

issuance 

disposition of fee. {l) Ne A camper, subject to taxation in 

-2- SB 318 

SECOND READING 
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Montana, may not be operated by afty ~ person on the public 

highways or streets in this state unless there is displayed 

in a conspicuous pL,ce Cftereon on the camper a decal as 

visual proof that the tax has been paid ehereen on the 

camper for the current year. 

must 

( 2) 

be 

Application for the issuance of the decal ~ka¼% 

made to tfte deparemene-ef-re¥efttte-or the county 

treasurer in the count~ of the owner 1 s residence!_ 

accompanied by an application fee of $3.50, upon rerm9 ~ 

form to be furnished by the department of revenue for this 

purpose, which may be obtained rrom-Cfte-depareme"e-or at the 

county treasurer's office in-ehe-eettney-where±n the-owner 

res±dea, and ¼s-Ce which must provide for substantially the 

following information: 

(a) name of owner: 

(b) address; 

(c) name of manufacturer; 

(d) model number; 

(e) make; 

(f) year of manufacture; 

(g) statement evidencing payment of the property tax; 

and 

(h) such other information as the department 

require. 

may 

{3) ~ The appticacion--m~~t--b~-~ign~d-by-eh~ county 

-3- SB 318 
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treasurer and-~ra"emi~~ed-by-h¼m shall sign the application 

and transmit the application to the department aeeompa~±ed 

by-an-app¼iea~+en-!ee of$¼ justice. 

.1.£1 Upon receipt of the application in approved formL 

the d~par~ment--o~ county treasurer shall issue to the 

a numbered decal in the style and design applicant 

prescribed by the department of revenue and of a different 

color than the preceding year,-"ttmbered-nttmer¼ea¼¼y. 

(4) Of the fee collected under subsection (2), the 

county treasurer shall deposit $1 in the county general fund 

and $2.50 in the state special revenue fund to the credit of 

the depa[tment of fish, wildlife, and parks. 11 

Section 5. Section 61-3-525, MCA, is amended to read: 

•61-J-525a Annual application for decalsa Application 

may be made to the departm@"~-oE-revefttte-er county treasurer 

for the issuance of camper decals annually when the motor 

vehicle to which the camper is customarily attached is 

registered. 11 

NEW SECTION. Section 6. Application 

certificate of ownership. A person 

for 

applying 

camper 

for a 

certificate of ownership of a camper shall furnish proof of 

ownership in the form of a notarized bill of sale or a 

conditional sales contract. 

NEW SECTION. Section 7. Grace period for registration 

25 and payment of tax or fee -- penalty for failure to pay tax 

-4- SB 318 
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or fee. (l) Unless the tax or fee provided in 61-3-523 and 

61-3-524 for the year has been paid, upon the purchase of a 

new or previously owned camper, the purchaser has 20 days 

from the date of purchase to pay the tax or to apply for the 

camper decal fee, or both, as if the camper were being taxed 

for the first time in that registration year. The purchaser 

may operate or transport a camper on the highways of Montana 

without a tax-paid decal during the 20-day period if the 

operator of the camper or of the vehicle upon which the 

camper is transported has in his possession a 20-day 

certificate issued by a dealer, if the camper was purchased 

from a dealer, or a vehicle purchase certificate issued 

pursuant to 61-3-317 or other evidence of purchase of the 

camper. 

(2) A purchaser who fails to make application and pay 

16 the tax within the time provided in subsection (l} is 

17 subject to a penalty of $10, which must be collected by the 

18 county treasurer when the tax is paid and must be in 

19 addition to the fees otherwise provided by law, 

20 

21 

22 

23 

NEW SECTION. 

[Sections 6 and 

integral part 

provisions of 

Section 8. Codification instruction. 

7 I are intended to be codified as an 

of Title 61, chapter 3, part 5, and the 

Title 61, chapter 3, part 5, apply to 

24 [sections 6 and 71. 

25 NEW SECTION. Section 9. Saving clause. [This act] does 

-5- SB 318 
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not affect rights and duties that matured, penalties that 

were incurred, or proceedings that were begun before [the 

effective date of this act]. 

NEW SECTION. Section 10. Applicability. -Tl) 

act]: 

[This 

tatl.!..l applies to a camper sold or transferred after 

September 30, 1991; and 

tbtJ.1..1 does not apply to a camper manufactured more 

than 10 years before the date of the application for the 

decal required in 61-3-524. 

t~t--A-per~o"-w~e-ewfts-a-eemper-on-September--387--19917 

¼s-not-reqtt~red-te-oeta¼ft-a-eert¼f¼eate-o£-ownershtp-£or-the 

eamper-ttnttl-the-esmpe~-*~-seld-er-trens~erred7 

-End-

-6- SB 318 
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SENATE BILL NO. 318 

INTRODUCED BY WEEDING 

BY REQUEST OF THE SENATE COMMITTEE ON 

HIGHWAYS AND TRANSPORTATION 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT SUBJECTING PICKUP 

CAMPERS TO THE SAME IDENTIFICATION ANO TITLE PROVISIONS AS 

OTHER RECREATIONAL VEHICLES, INCREASING THE CAMPER DECAL 

FEE, ALLOWING A PURCHASER OF A CAMPER A GRACE PERIOD FOR THE 

PAYMENT OF THE TAX OR FEE1 AMENDING SECTIONS 61-1-102, 

61-1-129, 61-3-107, 61-3-524, AND 61-3-525, 

PROVIDING APPLICABILITY DATES." 

MCA, 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

AND 

Section 1. Section 61-1-102, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-1-102. Motor vehicle. "Motor vehicle" means e•er-y ~ 

vehicle propelled by its own power and designed primarily to 

transport persons or property upon the highways of the 

state, except that for the purpose of chapter J, the term 

also includes trailers, semitrailers, and housetrailers. For 

the purpose of chapter J, parts land 2, the term also 

includes campers. The term does not include a bicycle as 

defined in 61-1-123." 

Section 2. Section 61-1-129, MCA, is amendt>d to read: 

"61-1-129. Camper. The term "camper" as used in 

~••• , .. i,U<••• Count• 
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61-1-102, 61-3-524~ and 61-3-525 includes but is not limited 

to truck camper, chassis-mounted camper, cab over, half cab 

over, non cab over, telescopic, and telescopic cab over, but 

does not include a truck canopy cover or topper weighing 

less than 300 pounds and having no accommodations attached." 

Section 3. Section 61-3-107, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-3-107. Identification number for trailers and 

campers. Any~ trailer, semitrailer, er housetrailer wh¼eh~ 

or cam£er that does not have a manufacturer's or other 

identifying number thereon sha¼½ must be assigned an 

identification number by the department upon registration of 

stteh the motor vehicle. The owner or other person lawfully 

in possession of 9tteh the motor vehicle shall stamp saeh the 

number 9e assigned by the department upon the entrance of 

the camper or on the principal right frame member of said 

the motor vehicle near the front end ~hereer of the vehicle 

where it may be clearly and readily seen,~ 8nd--~8i~ The 

stamping shaii must be promptly accomplished after notice of 

the assigned number by the department4 The department may 

withhold registration until satisfactory proof by affidavit 

of such the stamping is filed with it~" 

Section 4. Section 61-3-524, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-3-524. Tax-paid decal required 

application for decal -- application fee 

on camper 

issuance 

~.isposition~ of_fee. (1) He A camper, subject to taxation in 
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Montana, may not be operated by any~ person on the public 

highways or streets in this state unless there is displayed 

in a conspicuous plice ~ft~reeft on the camper a decal as 

visual proof that the tax has been paid thereo" on the 

camper for the current year. 

must 

( 2) 

be 

Application for the issuance of the decal s"al¼ 

made to the departme"t-o£-re¥efttte-er the county 

treasurer in the county of the owner's residence, 

accompanied by an application fee of $3.50, upon forms~ 

form ta be furnished by the department of revenue for this 

purpose, which may be obtained frem-the-departme"t-or at the 

county treasurer 1 s office ¼n-the-eoanty-wherei" the-owner 

resides, and ¼s-to which must provide for substantially the 

following information: 

(a) name of owner; 

(b) address; 

(c) name of manufacturer; 

(d) model number: 

I e) 

I f) 

make; 

year of manufacture: 

(g) statement evidencing payment of the property tax; 

and 

(h) such other information as the department 

require. 

may 

(3) ~ The app¼teatten--m~9t--be-9i~neri-by-the county 
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treasurer and-~~ansmi~Ced-by-h¼m shall sign the application 

and transmit the application to the department accompanied 

by-an-app¼ieatien-lee of $t justice. 

ill Upon receipt of the application in approved formL 

the depar~meft~--er county treasurer shall issue to the 

applicant 

prescribed 

a numbered decal in the style and design 

by the department of revenue and of a different 

color than the preceding year7-ftttmbered-numerieaily. 

(4) Of the fee collected under subsection (2), the 

county treasurer shall deposit $1 in the county general fund 

and $2-50 in the state special revenue fund to the credit of 

the department of fish, wildlife, and parks. 11 

Section 5. Section 61-3-525, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-3-525. Annual application for decals. Application 

may be made to the depar~m~ft~-ef-r~v~fttt~-er county treasurer 

for the issuance of camper decals annually when the motor 

vehicle to which the camper is customarily attached is 

registered." 

NEW SECTION. Section 6. 

certificate of ownership. 

Application 

A person 

for 

applying 

camper 

for a 

certificate of ownership of a camper shall furnish proof of 

ownership in the form of a notarized bill of sale or a 

conditional sales contract. 

NEW SECTION. Section 7. Grace period for registration 

25 and payment of tax or fee -- penalty for failure to pay tax 
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or fee. (1) Unless the tax or fee provided in 61-3-~23 and 

61-3-524 for the year has been paid, upon the purchase of a 

new or previously owned camper, the purchaser has 20 days 

from the date of purchase to pay the tax or to apply for the 

camper decal fee, or both, as if the camper were being taxed 

for the first time in that registration year. The purchaser 

may operate or transport a camper on the highways of Montana 

without a tax-paid decal during the 20-day period if the 

operator of the camper or of the vehicle upon which the 

camper is transported has in his possession a 20-day 

certificate issued by a dealer, if the camper was purchased 

from a dealer, or a vehicle purchase certificate issued 

pursuant to 61-3-317 or other evidence of purchase of the 

camper. 

(21 A purchaser who fails to make application and pay 

the tax within the time provided in subsection (1) is 

subject to a penalty of $10, which must be collected by the 

county treasurer when the tax is paid and must be in 

19 addition to the fees otherwise provided by law. 

20 NEW SECTION. Section 8. Codification instruction. 

21 [Sections 6 and 7) are intended to be codified as an 

22 integral part of Title 61, chapter 3, part 5, and the 

23 provisions of Title 61, chapter 3, part 5, apply to 

24 (sections 6 and 7). 

25 NEW SECTION. Section 9. Saving clause. [This act I does 
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not affect rights and duties that matured, penalties that 

were incurred, or proceedings that were begun before (the 

effective date of this act). 

NEW SECTION. Section 10. Applicability. -,. J 

act): 

(This 

tatill applies to a camper sold or transferred after 

September 30, 1991; and 

tbtill does not apply to a camper manufactured more 

than 10 years before the date of the application for the 

decal required in 61-3-524. 

tit--A-person-who-owns-a-eamper-on-September--387--¼99¼7 

±s-not-reqa±red-to-obtsin-a-eerti£¼eate-e£-ewner9hip-£er-the 

eamper-an~i¼-the-eamper-is-se½ft-er-tr8fts£erred. 

-End-
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HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 

March 21, 1991 

Page 1 of 1 

Mr. Speaker: We, the committee on Highways and Transportation 

report that Senate Bill 318 (third reading copy -- blue) be 

concurred in as amended . 

Carried by: 

And, that such amendments read: 

1. Title, line 10. 
Following: ''FEE;" 
Insert: "PROVIDING THAT A PORTION OF THE FEE PROCEEDS BE 

EARMARKED FOR STATE PARKS;" 

2. Page 4, line 12. 
Following: "parks." 
Insert: "The funds may be used only for the operation, 

development, and maintenance of the state park system." 

3. Page 5, line 25. 
Following: line 24 
Insert: "NEW SECTION. Section 9. Coordination instruction. If 

Senate Bill No. 415 is passed and approved and if it 
includes a fee on campers, then [section 4 of this act), 
amending 61-3-524, is amended as follows: 

(1) the fee assessed in 61-3-524(2) is reduced from 
$3.50 to $1; and 

(2) 61-3-524(4) as it appears in [this act) is void 
and 61-3-524(4) is amended to read: 

"(4) The county treasurer shall deposit the fee 
collected under subsection (2) in the county general fund."" 

Renumber: subsequent sections 

HOUSE 
5/1 31?' 

611142SC.HSF 



HOUSE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE AMENDMENT 
Senate Bill 318 

Representative Steppler 

April 6, 1991 2:34 pm 
Page 1 of l 

Mr. Chairman: I move to amend Senate Bill 318 (third reading 
copy -- blue) • 

Signed:' _J9".\. ~ )j.£., ~ 
RepresentafeiStepp er 

And, that such amendments to Senate Bill 318 read a& follows: 

vl. Amend the House committee on Highways and Transportation 
amendments, dated March 21, 1991, as follows: 

vstrike: amendments 11 and 12 in their entirety 

Amend Senate Bill 318 (third reading copy -- blue) as follows: 

~ 2. Page 3, line 9. 
Strike: "$3.50" 
Insert: •lT:1)o .. 

\/3• Page 4, lines 11 and 12. 
Strike: line 11 in its entirety through •parks• on line 12 

~ 
REJECT 

S8?>3/8, I 
731433cw. tfsr 

HOUSE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE AMENDMENT 
Senate Bill 319 

Representative Driscoll 

Mr. Chairman: 
copy -- blue). 

April 6, 1991 2:39 pm 
Page 1 of 1 

I move to amend Senate Bill 318 (third reading 

Signed: n ____ ':,{~---'' 

And, that such amendments to Senate Bill 318 read as followet 

~1. Page 6, line B. 
Following: •a• 
Insert: •transaction between two individuals not involving a 

lien, nor does it apply to a• 

c:~o:) 
REJECT 

S8 318 
HOUSE 



HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 

April 12, 1991 

Page 1 of 1 

Mr. Speaker: We, the committee on Taxation report that Senate 

Bill 318 (third reading copy -- blue) be concurred in as 

amended. 

Signed: ---=---::---,---:---=-..----Dan Harrington, Chairman 

Carried by: Rep. Hoffman 

And, that such amendments read: 

1. Strike House Highways and Transportation Committee Amendments 
dated March 21, 1991, in their entirety. 

2. Title, lines Band 9. 
Strike: "INCREASING THE CAMPER DECAL FEE;" 

3. Page 3, line 9. 
Strike: "$3.50" 
Insert: "$1" 

4. Page 4, lines 9 through 12. 
Strike: subsection (4) in its entirety 

5. Page 5, line 3. 
Strike: "or previously owned" 

6. Page 6, line 5. 
Strike: ":" 

7. Page 6, line 6. 
Strike: " (1) " 
Following":"""to a" 
Insert: "newly manufactured" 
Following: "sold" 
Insert: "by a recreational vehicle dealer" 

B. Page 6, lines 7 through 10. 
Strike: "; and" on line 7 through "61-3-524" on line 10 

HOUSE 
S\?>~\i 

781513SC.HSF 
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SENATE BILL NO, 318 

INTRODUCED BY WEEDING 

BY REQUEST OF THE SENATE COMMITTEE ON 

HIGHWAYS AND TRANSPORTATION 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT SUBJECTING PICKUP 

CAMPERS TO THE SAME IDENTIFICATION AND TITLE PROVISIONS AS 

OTHER RECREATIONAL VEHICLES; fH€REASrN6--THB--eAMPBR--BEeAb 

PEE7 ALLOWING A PURCHASER OF A CAMPER A GRACE PERIOD FOR THE 

PAYMENT OF THE TAX OR FEE; PR9YiBiHS-THAT-A-PGRTr9N-9P-THE 

PBB-PR6€BBBS-B8-EARMARHBB-P6R-S~AT_!l-PARHS7 AMENDING SECTIONS 

61-1-102, 61-1-129, 61-3-107, 61-3-524, AND 6>3-525, MCA; 

AND PROVIDING AN APPLICABILITY BATBS DATE." 

BE IT ENACTED Bl THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. section 61-1-102, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-1-102. Motor vehiclee 11 Motor vehicle" means every a 

vehicle propelled by its own power and designed primarily to 

transport persons or property upon the highways of the 

state, except that for the purpose of chapter 3, the term 

also includes trailers, semitrailers, and housetrailers. For 

the purpose of chapter 3, parts 1 and 2, the term also 

includes cam~ The term does not include a bicycle as 

defined in 61-1-123."' 

Section 2. Section 61-1-129, MCA, is amended to read; 

~-• '•"''""•• cauno, 
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"61-1-129. Camper. The term "camper" as used in 

61-1-102, 61-3-524L and 61-3-525 includes but is not limited 

to truck camper, chassis-mounted camper, cab over, half cab 

over, non cab over, telescopic, and telescopic cab over, but 

does not include a truck canopy cover or topper weighing 

less than 300 pounds and having no accommodations attached.'' 

Section 3. Section 61-3-107, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-3-107. Identification number for trailers and 

cam~. Any~ t=ailer, semitrailer, or housetrailer whieh~ 

or cam£er that does not have a manufacturer's or other 

identifying number thereon ~hs¼¼ must be assigned an 

identification number by the department upon registration of 

s~eh the motor vehicle. The owner or other person lawfully 

in possession of ~~en the motor vehicle shall stamp s~eh the 

~umber ~o assigned by the department upon the entrance of 

the camper or on the principal right frame member of ~aid 

the motor vehicle near the front end ~h~reo£ of the vehicle 

whe~e it may be clearly and readily seen,~ a"d--~~id The 

stamping 9hall must be promptly accomplished after notice of 

the assigned number by the department. The department may 

withhold registration until satisfactory proof by affidavit 

of ~tteh the stamping is filed with it." 

Section 4. Section 61-3-524, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-3-524. Tax-paid decal required 

application for decal -- application fee 

-2-
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disposition of fee. (l) No~ camper, subject to taxation in 

Montana, may~ be operated by afty ~ person on the public 

highways or streets in this state unless there is displayed 

in a conspicuous place thereon on the camper a decal as 

visual proof that the tax has been paid ~ft~reon on the 

camper for the current year. 

(2) Application for the issuance of the decal ~kaY~ 

must be made to t"e de~artment-of-~even~e-or the county 

treasurer in the county of the owner 1 s residence.!. 

accompanied by an application fee of $3,SS ~ upon forms~ 

form to be furnished by the department of revenue for this 

purpose, which may be obtained from-the-de~artment-o~ at the 

county treasurer's office i~-t"e-eottftty-wherein the-owner 

~@~ides, and is-to which must provide for substantially the 

following information: 

and 

(a) name of owner; 

(b) address; 

(c) name of manufacturer; 

(d) model number; 

(e) make; 

(f) year of manufacture; 

(g) statement evidencing payment of the property tax; 

(h l such other information as the department may 

require. 
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(3) ~ The app¼ieat±en--mttet--be-eiqned-by-the county 

treasurer and-transm~tted-by-him shall sign the application 

and transmit the application to the department aeeompenied 

by-en-app%ieation-£ee of$% justice. 

.!.El Upon receipt of the application in approved form~ 

the ~epe~tment--or county treasurer shall issue to the 

applicant a numbered decal in the style and design 

prescribed by the department of revenue and of a different 

color than the preceding year,-nttmbered-nttffleriea½!y. 

t4t--8£-the-£ee--eo½½eeted--ttnder--~ttb~eetien--t~t,--the 

eottnty-trea~ttrer-~he½i-deposit-$½-in-the-eett"ty-genera±-f~~d 

a"d-$ro58-½~-the-~tate-~peeia~-reve"tte-~ttnd-to-the-ered±t-e~ 

t~e--depertffle"t--o£-£ish,-w±idi±£e,-a"d-parkso ~HB-P0HBS-MA¥ 

BE-HSEB-0Nh¥-P0R-THE-0PERATf0N,-BEYEh0PMENT,-ANB-MAfNTENANeE 

BP-THE-STATB-PARK-S¥STEM-,-" 

Section 5. Section 61-3-525, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-3-525. Annual application for decals. Application 

may be made to the department-0£-reve"tte-or county treasurer 

for the issuance of camper decals annually when the motor 

vehicle to which the camper is customarily attached is 

registered." 

NEW SECTION. 

certificate of 

Section 6. 

ownership. 

Application 

A person 

for 

applying 

camper 

for a 

certificate of ownership of a camper shal1 furnish proof of 

ownership in the form of a notarized bill of sale or a 

-4- SB 318 
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conditional sales contract. 

NEW SECTION. Section 7. Grace period for registration 

and payment of tax or fee -- penalty for failure to pay tax 

or fee. (1) Unless the tax or fee provided in 61-3-523 and 

61-3-524 for the year has been paid, upon the purchase of a 

new e~-prev±ous¼y-ewne~ camper, the purchaser has 20 days 

from the date of purchase to pay the tax or to apply for the 

camper decal fee, or both, as if the camper were being taxed 

for the first time in that registration year. The purchaser 

may operate or transport a camper on the highways of Montana 

without a tax-paid decal during the 20-day period if the 

operator of the camper or of the vehicle upon which the 

camper is transported has in his possession a 20-day 

certificate issued by a dealer, if the camper was purchased 

from a dealer, or a vehicle purchase certificate issued 

pursuant to 61-3-317 or other evidence of purchase of the 

camper. 

(2) A purchaser who fails to make application and pay 

the tax within the time provided in subsection (1) is 

subject to a penalty of $10, which must be collected by the 

county treasurer when the tax is paid and must be in 

addition to the fees otherwise provided by law. 

NEW SECTION. Section 8. Codification instruction. 

[Sections 6 and 7] are intended to be codified as an 

integral part of Title 61, chapter 3, part 5, and the 
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provisions of Title 61, chapter 3, part 5, apply to 

[sections 6 and 7]. 

NEW-SBeTI0N.--SEeTI0N-9.--eeeRBlNATl0N--lNSTRHeTl0N.--lP 

SBNATB--Blbb--Ne.--+t5--l9--PASSEB--ANB--APPR0YBB--ANB-IP-lT 

INebBBES-A-PEB-0N-eAMPBRS,-THEN-tSBeTI0N--4--0P--THIS--AeT+, 

AMENBINS-6t-3-5i4,-IS-AMBNBEB-AS-P0bb0WS. 

tit--THB--PEB--ASSESSEB--IN--6I-3-5%4fit-lS-REBHeBB-PR0M 

$3.58-4'0-$lT-ANB 

t:t--6I-3-5:4t4t-AS-lT-APPEARS-IN-tTHIS-AeTf-IS-Y0lB-ANB 

6l-3-5i4t+t-IS-AMENBEB-T0-REAB. 

•t+t--THE--eeBNT¥--TREASBRER--SHAbb--BEP0SIT---THE---PEB 

e0bbEeTBB-HNBER-SBBSEeTI0N-tit-lN-THE-eeeNT¥-6ENERAb-PBNB.8 

NEW SECTION. Section 9. saving clause. [This act] does 

not affect rights and duties that matured, penalties that 

were incurred, or proceedings that were begun before (the 

effective date of this act]. 

NEW SECTION. Section 10. Applicability. 

act]~ 

-,,. ) [This 

tatfil applies to a NEWLY MANUFACTURED camper sold BY A 

RECREATIONAL VEHICLE DEALER or transferred after September 

30, 1991•-a"d 

tbtfil--doe9--"et--appiy--to--a TRANSAeTI0N-BBTWEBN-TW0 

fNB£YfB8AbS-N0T-fNY0bVfN6-~-bfBN,-N0R-00ES--fT--APPb¥--T0--A 

eafflper--men~£eetttr~e--mo~e--tha"-¼e-year~-be~~~e-ehe-date-o£ 

ene-app¼ieation-fo~-the-eecai-req~±red-~ft-6r-3-S%4. 

-6- SB 318 
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l tZt--A-per3on-who-own~-a-eamper-oft-September--39,--r99Y, 

2 ±s-not-reqc±red-to-obta±n-a-eerti£icate-of-owner~~ip-£or-the 

3 eamper-cnt±¼-the-eam~er-±s-so¼d-or-trans£erredo 

-End-
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