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St.na"L BILL NO. e?,f 3 
INTRODUCED BY v\'w.-L ,,'.,-,c y, 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT INCREASING THE 

JURISDICTION OF JUSTICES' COURTS AND MUNICIPAL COURTS; AND 

AMENDING SECTIONS 3-6-103 AND 3-10-301, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 3-6-103, MCA, is amended to read: 

"3-6-103~ Jurisdiction. ill Said The municipal court 

shali-ha¥e has jurisdiction coordinate and coextensive with 

the justices' courts of the county whe~e±n-seid where the 

city is located and shali,-in--addition--thereto7--he¥e has 

exclusive original jurisdiction of all civil and criminal 

actions and proceedings,-both-eivil-and-e~imine½,--mentioned 

and provided for in 3-11-103. 

ill Stteh--mttnieipa¼ Municipal courts shaii-a¼9e have 

concurrent jurisdiction with the district court within-their 

re~peet±ve-eottnt±~s in forcible entry and unlawful detainer 

and in actions arising under Title 70, chapters 24 through 

26. 

(3) Applications for search warrants and complaints 

charging the commission of a felony may be filed 1n 

muni~ipal ccurt. The municipal court judge has the same 

jurisdiction and responsibility as a justice of the P!'='ac;_~_!. 

~n• , .. .,,.,.,. Ca"""' 
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LC 1643/01 

including holding preliminary hearings. The city attorney 

may initiate proceedings charging a felony if the offense 

was committed within the city limits, but the county 

attorney shall take charge of the action if an information 

is filed in district court.'' 

Section 2. Section 3-10-301, MCA, is amended to read: 

"3-10-301. Civil jurisdiction. (1) Except as provided 

in subsection (2} a~d in 3-11-103, the justices' courts have 

jurisdiction: 

(a) in actions arisino on contract for the recovery of 

money only if the sum claimed does not exceed 53 7 588 

$1Q_,OOO, exclusive of court costs; 

1 b) in actions for damages not exceeding $3,59& 

$10,000, exclusive of court costs, for taking, detaining, or 

injuring personal property or for injury to real property 

when no issue is raised by the verified answe~ of the 

defendant involving the title to or possession of the real 

property; 

(c) in actions for damages not exceeding $3750& 

$10,000, exclusive of court costs, for injury to the person, 

except that, in actions for false imprisonment, libel, 

slander, criminal conversation, seduction, malicious 

prosecution, determination of paternity, and abduction, the 

justice of the ped~e does ~oc have jurisdiction: 

(d) in actions to recover the possession of personal 

-2- INTRODUCED BILL 
S& Q..q~ 
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property if the value of the property does not exceed $37569 

$10,000; 

(e) in actions for a fine, penalty, or forfeiture not 

exceeding $37588 ll0,000, imposed oy a statute or an 

5 o~dinance of an incorporated city or town when no issue is 

6 raised by the answer involving the legality of any tax, 

7 impost, assessment, toll, or municipal fine; 

8 (f) in actions upon bonds or undertakings conditioned 

9 for the payment at money when the sum claimed does not 

10 exceed $3,599 $10,000, though the penalty may exceed that 

ll sum; 

12 (g) to take and enter judgment for the recovery of 

13 money on the confession of a defendant when ~ne amount 

14 confessed does not exceed $3y588 $10,000, exclusive ot cour~ 

:s costs; 

l6 (h) to issue temporary restraining orders as provided 

17 in 40-4-12113). 

18 \2) Justices' courts do not have jur~sdiction in civil 

19 actiQnS that might result in a judgment aga~nst the state 

20 for the payment of money." 

-End-

-3-
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SENATE BILL NO. 293 

INTRODUCED BY DOHERTY, HALLIGAN 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT INCREASING THE 

JURISDICTION OF aHS~%eesi-eesR~S-ANB MUNICIPAL COURTS; AND 

AMENDING sse~i'8NS SECTION 3-6-103 ANB-3-¼8-3!H, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 3-6-103, MCA, is amended to read: 

•]-6-103. Jurisdiction. ill Said The municipal court 

sfta¼±-ftaye has jurisdiction coordinate and coextensive with 

the justices' courts of the county wherein-said where the 

city is located and sha±¼y-in--additicn--there~o7 --fta•~ has 

exclusive original jutisdiction of all civil and criminal 

actions and proceedingsT-ee~h-eiTii-and-er¼m¼na¼ 7 --mentioned 

afte provided for in 3-11-103. 

.in Stteh--mtt"¼eipa¼ Municipal courts sha¼¼-aiso have 

concurrent jurisdiction with the district court wi~h¼n-~he¼r 

respeeti•e-eo~nties ¼n-fereibie-efttry-and-~niaw£tti--detainer 

and in actions arising under Title 10, chapters 24 through 

;!6 ~ 

(3) Applications for search warrants and complaints 

charging the commission of a felony may be filed in 

municipal court. The municipal court judge has the same 

jurisdiction and responsibility as a justice of the peace, 

~n• ,.,,;,,.,;,. c°"""' 
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SB 0293/02 

including holding preliminary hearings. The city attorney 

may initiate proceedings charging a felony if the offense 

was committed within the city limits, but the county 

attorney shall take charge of the action if an information 

is filed in district court.'' 

seet¼en-i,--Seet±on-3-i8-38¼7-M€A7-is-amended-te-read~ 

il3-¼8-38½~--€i¥±¼-;tt~±9dietio"~-t¼t-E~eept--as--pre¥ided 

in-s~bseetion-tit-and-±n-3-i¼-1837-the-;ttstices~-cottrts-have 

;ttrisdietion~ 

tat--in--aetions-arisinq-en-eontraet-fer-the-reeeYery-e£ 

money-on%y--if--the--9cm--e¼a¼med--dees--not--exeeed--$37588 

$¼8 7 eee,-exe¼tt9¼Ye-e£-eottrt-eosts~ 

tbt--±n---aetiens---£er--damaqes--"ot--exeeed±nq--$37589 

$¼87888,-exe¼ttei•e-0£-cottrt-eosts7-£or-~a~±n9T-deta±n~ng,-or 

i"jttrin9-persona¼-preperty-er-fer-+n;Hry--to--reai--prepe~ty 

when--no--isstte--is--raised--by--the--veri£¼ed-answer-of-tfte 

de~endant-±nYoiv±ng-the-t±~¼e-te-or-possess±o"-0£--the--reai 

property, 

tet--±n---aet¼ons---for--damages--not--exeeed±ng--$37 586 

$i87888,-exeitts±ve-ef-eottrt-eoets7-£or-in;ary-to-the-person7 

exeept-that,--±n--aetion~--£or--fs½se--±fflpr¼eonme"t7--i¼be¼7 

s¼ander7---er±m±ne¼---eonYe~sat¼on,---sedaction,---ma¼ie±etts 

proseettt±en,--determtn8t¼en-o£-petern±ty,-a"d-ebdaetion7 -~he 

jttst±ee-ot-the-pea~e-deee-not-~aye-jttri9d±etton~ 

tdt--~n-eetions-to-recover-the--possession--of--persona¼ 

SECOND READING 
-2- SB 293 
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preperty-if-the-valtte-ef-the-property-does-net-exeeed-$37588 

$¼9,988~ 

tet--±n--actiens--rer-a-£ine7-pena¼ty,-or-fopfe±tttre-net 

e~eeed¼ng--$3,5&8--$¼878687--¼mposed--by--a--stat~te--op--an 

ordinanee-0£-an-ineorporated-e±ty-or-town-when-no--±ss~e--is 

raieed--ey--tfte--answer--±nvo¼ving--the-¼ega%ity-o£-any-tax, 

impest7-asseesment,-to¼¼,-or-mttnie±pa¼-f¼ne~ 

t£t--¼n-actions-ttpen-eonds-or--ttndertak±ngs--eond±tiened 

for--the--payment--0£--money--wften--the-ettm-e~aiffled-does-not 

exeeed-$37588-$¼87888,-thottgh-the-pena±ty--msy--exeeed--thst 

11 Sttffl~ 

12 tgt--to--ta~e--and--enter--jttdgment--£or-the-reeovery-o£ 

13 money-on-the-eenfession--of--a--defendant--when--the--amettnt 

14 eon£esse~-deee-ftet-exeeed-$37S88-$¼8788&,-exei~sive-er-eettre 

15 costs~ 

16 tht--to--iesae--tempcrary-restra±nin9-erders-es-provided 

17 ±n-48-4-%r%t3t~ 

18 tit--dast±ees~-eecrts-do-not-have-jarisd±etion-in--eiv±¼ 

19 aetiens--t"at--mi~"t~-re~~Tt-in-a-;cd9ment-a1a±nst-t"e-~tate 

20 rer-the-payment-ef-money.u 

-End-

-]- SB 293 
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SENATE BILL NO. 293 

INTRODUCED BY DOHERTY, HALLIGAN 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT INCREASING THE 

JURISDICTION OF dBS~feesi-eeeR~S-AHB MUNICIPAL COURTS; AND 

AMENDING SB€~f8NS SECTION 3-6-103 AHB-3-¼9-38¼, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 3-6-103, MCA, is amended to read: 

•J-6-103. Jurisdiction. ill Said The municipal court 

sfta¼¼-ha•e has jurisdiction coordinate and coextensive with 

the justices• courts of the county vhereift-said where the 

city is located and sha½¼,-in--addition--thereto7 --ftaYe has 

exclusive original jurisdiction of all civil and criminal 

actions and proceedings,-heth-ei•i¼-and-erimifta¼7--mentioned 

and provided for in 3-11-103. 

ill Stteh--mttnieipa¼ Municipal courts sha¼¼-a¼so have 

concurrent jurisdiction with the district court witftin-~he±r 

respeet¼ve-eettftt¼es ¼n-foreib¼e-en~ry-and-ttn¼awfu¼--detainer 

and in actions arising under Title 70, chapters 24 through 

i6 27. 

(3) Applications for search warrants and complaints 

charging the commission of a felony may be filed in 

municipal court. The municipal court judge has the same 

jurisdiction and respansibility as a justice of the peace, 

~ L..,;mt,., CauncH 
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including holding E:reliminari hearings. The cit~ attorne~ 

maf initiate ~roceedings charging a felonl if the offense 

was conunitted within the citf limits, but the county 

attorney shall take charge of the action if an information 

is filed in district court. 11 

See~ieft-~7--Seet±on-3-¼8-38¼7 -ME!AT-is-amended-ee-read~ 

•3-½8-39¼T--€¼Yi¼-;ttr¼s~ieeienT-t¼t-exeep~--as--preYided 

in-9ttb9eetion-tit-and-in-3-i¼-¼837 -~he-;tts~ieesi-eettres-fta•e 

ittrisdietien~ 

tat--in--actions-arisinq-en-eenerae~-rer-~he-reeevery-ef 

meney-on¼y--if--~he--sttffl--e¼aimed--does--no~--exeeed--$37598 

$¼878887-exeittsive-0£-eottrt-eeses; 

tht--in---ae~iens---~er--damages--ne~--exceeding--$37598 

$¼878887-exe¼ttsiYe-e£-eettrt-eests7-fer-~a~ing7-detaining,-or 

in;ttriftg-personai-property-or-for-±nittry--te--rea¼--preperty 

wften--ne--isstte--¼s--raised--by--the--•eriEied-answer-ef-the 

defendant-in•o¼•in9-the-tit¼e-to-er-pesseeeien-ef--the--~eai 

property~ 

tet--in---aetions---fer--dameges--net--exeeeding--$37588 

$¼87888,-exe¼tts~•e-ef-eoart-eosts7-for-in;ttry-te-~he-person7 

exeept-thatv--in--aeeions--for--faise--imprisoftlllen~7--¼ibe¼T 

s¼anderT---erimina¼---eenversa~ieft7---sedaetion7---ma½ieietts 

pre9eetttion,--determination-of-paternity,-and-abdttet¼on7-~he 

jttstiee-0£-~he-p~aee-does-net-ha~e-jttrisdietion~ 

tdt--in-aetions-te-Peeover-the--pessession--of--persena½ 

THIRD READING 
-2- SB 293 
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l preperty-if-the-•a¼ae-ef-the-preperty-deee-net-exeeed-$37598 

2 $¼87888~ 

J tet--in--aet¼ons--for-a-£ine7-penaltyT-or-for£eitnre-not 

4 exeeeding--$3T588--$¼878887--impesed--by--a--statate--er--an 

5 erftinanee-o£-an-¼neorperate8-ei~y-or-~ewn-wh~n-ne--¼sstte--is 

6 raiaeB--hy--the--anawer--invo¼•ing--the-¼ega¼ity-0£-any-tax7 

7 ¼llpos~7-assessment7-tei¼7-or-mnnieipa¼-£ine~ 

8 tft--in-aetions-apon-bends-or--andertakings--eonditioned 

9 fer--the--payeent--ef--meney--when--the-sltl8-e¼aimed-dees-net 

10 exeeed-$37588-$¼978887-theagh-the-penaity--may--exeeed--that 

11 9H■~ 

12 tgt--to--take--and--enter--;ttdgment--£or-the-recovery-o£ 

13 money-on-the-confession--of--a--defendant--when--the--amoant 

14 eenfessed-dees-net-exeeed-$37598-$1878997-exeiasi•e-ef-eeart 

15 eeats~ 

16 tht--to--isane--temperary-reatraining-erftera-aa-pre¥ided 

17 in-48-4-i~lt3t~ 

18 tit--austieesi-co~rts-do-not-ha•e-;~risd¼ction-in--eiYil 

19 aetions--~hat--might~-resa¼~-ift-a-;adgmen~-aga¼ftst-~he-state 

20 fer-the-payment-ef-meneyTu 

-End-

-3- SB 293 
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SENATE BILL NO. 293 

INTRODUCED BY DOHERTY, HALLIGAN 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT INCREASING THE 

JURISDICTION OF a89Tieee•-ee0RTS-ANB MUNICIPAL COURTS; AND 

AMENDING see'l'¼BNS SECTION ]-6-103 ANB-3-t8-38i, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA; 

Section 1. section 3-6-103. MCA. is amended to read: 

•1-6-103. Ju~isdiction. W Saift The municipal court 

9~a½¼-ha•e has jurisdiction coordinate and co@xtensive with 

the justices' courts of the county wher~*n-9aid where the 

city is located and shall7-i"--additio"--th~reto7 --hav~ has 

exclusive original jurisdiction of all civil and criminal 

actions and proceedings,-bo~h-eivil-&nd-erimina¼,--~~ntioned 

and provided for in 3-11-103. 

ill s~eh--Mttniei~a¼ Municipal courts sha+¼-et90 have 

concurrent jurisdiction with the district court witntn-eheir 

resp~etive-eettntie9 in-foreib½e-entry-and-ttn¼awftti--de~ainer 

and in actions arising under Title 70, chapters 24 through 

i6 27. 

1l..l_ Applications for search warrants and complaint~ 

~ha_rging the commission of a felony may be filed -~_!! 

m~1_f! ~C'~~cou rt. The muni_'7 ipa l c0~t _i___':I~~-~ ?~~~ 

jurisdiction and responsi~ility as a justice of t~~-~~ 

~-·· ....... , ... """'"'' 
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including holding preliminari hearings. The city attorney 

may: initiate proceedin9s charging a felony if the offense 

1o1as comm!tted within the citr limits, but the count:[ 

attorney shall take charge of th~ ac! ~gn if an information 

1s filed in district court." 

Seetien-~.--see~ien-3-i9-38½7-MeA7-i-s-aMended-to-read~ 

•3-½8-38T~--et~t½-;ttr±9di-eti-ono-tlt-exeept--a9--prewi-ded 

in-9tte9eetien-tit-and-in-3-ll-l837 -the-;tt9tieesL-eettrts-hawe 

111risdteti-on--:-

tat--±n--aetions-ari-si-nq-on-eontrae~-for-the-reeo•ery-of 

money-oniy--tf--the--sttM--eiai-ffled--does--not--exeeed--$37599 

~1878887-exe½ttst•e-of-eeort-eosts~ 

tht--in---aetion9---for--dafflag@9--not--exeeedi-n9--53,599 

$½87888;-ewe¼ttsive-0£-eetlrt-ee9ts7-fer-ta~t"97-ee~eininq7-or 

tnjnr±n9-persona¼-preperty-or-fe~-injory--to--reai--property 

when--no--ts8tte--i9--rei9ed--by--the--•~r±fted-an~we~-o~-~~e 

defendan~-tnvoivin9-the-t±t¼e-to-or-pos9e~9ion-ef--the--real 

property; 

tet--tn---aetion~---fer--eama9es--not--exeeedtn9--$37S89 

$¼87888,-exeto9t•e-of-eoort-eostsT-for-injnry-to-t"e-person7 

exeept-thftt7--in--eetions--for--f8¼se--tmpri9onment,--¼t8~~7 

s¼ander7---ertmtnal---eon•er9atien,---9edoetion,---~a¼ieietts 

pro9eeotion7 --deterMinat±on-of-paternity7 -and-aedoetion7 -the 

;~~~i~~-~f-~hr-peeee-~~e~-not-heve-;"ri~dietioM~ 

tdf·--in-netton9-to-reeover-the--p~9~ession--of--perso~e½ 

REFERENCE BILL 
-2- SB 291 
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1 preperty-*f-the-¥A½tte-of-the-preperty-does-not-exeeed-$3T598 

2 $l8TB88c 

3 tet--~n--aetions--for-e-fine,-penetty,-or-forfe±tttre-not 

4 exeeedtng--S3,S98--$¼8T888 7 --~ffl('e9ed--by--a--~tetute--or--en 

5 ord¼nanee-of-en-ineorporeted-city-~r-town-when-no--ts91::1e--t9 

6 ra¼sed--e1--t~e--an9wer--invo¼•+ng--the-¼e9a¼tty-of-eny-tex, 

7 impost 7 -as9e99~eftt,-tol¼,-or-manteipa¼-f+net 

8 tft--~n-aetions-1::1pen-bonds-or--1::1ndertakin9s--eondittoned 

9 for--the--payfflen~--of--money--when--the-sttm-ele+med-does-not 

10 exeeed-$3;S88-St8;98Q,-~hoo9h-the-pene¼ty--mey--ex~eed--thet 

11 91::11111" 

12 tgt--to--take--and--enter--judgfflent--for-the-reeo•ery-eE 

lJ ffleney-en-the-eonfess+on--of--a--defeftdant--when--~he--8fttettnt 

14 eenfe99ed-dee9-not-exeeed-$37S88-$i81888,-exe½tteiTe-ot-eottrt 

15 costs;, 

16 tht--to--isstte--temporary-restreintng-order~-es-preTided 

17 in-48-4-lrlt3ia 

18 tit--dtt9tiee9i-eottrts-do-not-heve-jnri~d±etton-tn--e+vi¼ 

19 eetions--that--might~-resttlt-tn-a-jndgment-a~e+nst-the-9tate 

20 for-the-payment-of-money~u 

-End-

-3- SB 293 




