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SENATE BILL NO. 293

INTRODUCED BY DOHERTY, HALLIGAN

IN THE SENATE

INTRODUCED AND REFERRED TO COMMITTEE
ON JUDICIARY.

FIRST READING.

COMMITTEE RECOMMEND BILL
DO PASS AS AMENDED. REPORT ADOPTED.

PRINTING REPCRT.
SECOND READING, DO PASS.
ENGROSSING REPORT.

THIRD READING, PASSED.
AYES, 46; NOES, 2.

TRANSMITTED TO HOUSE.
IN THE HOUSE

INTRODUCED AND REFERRED TO COMMITTEE
ON JUDICIARY.

FIRST READING.

COMMITTEE RECOMMEND BILL BE
CONCURRED IN. REPORT ADOPTED.

SECOND READING, CONCURRED IN.

THIRD READING, CONCURRED IN.
AYES, 97; NOES, 1.

RETURNED TO SENATE.
IN THE SENATE
RECEIVED FROM HOUSE.
- SENT TO ENROLLING.

REPORTED CORRECTLY ENROLLED.
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LC 1643/01
Sints. o1t vo. 293
INTRODUCED BY -Phgakes iire
e Ed
A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT INCREASING THE

JURISDICTION OF JUSTICES' COURTS AND MUNICIPAL COURTS; AWND

AMENDING SECTIONS 3-6-103 BAND 3-10-301, MCA."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
Section 1. section 3-6-103, MCA, is amended to read:

"3-6-103. Jurisdiction. (1) Said The municipal court

shati-hmave has jurisdiction coordinate and ceoextensive with

the justices' «courts of the county wherein-satd where the

city is located and shattr-in--addititon--theretor--have hLas

exclusive original Jurisdiction of all civil and criminal

actions and proceedingst-both-asivili-and-eriminat;—-mentcioned
and provided for in 3-11-103.

{2} Such--munie+pat Municipal courts shaii-aiss have
concurrent jurisdiction with the district court within-thezr
respective-countres in forcible entry and unlawful detainer

and in actions arising under Title 70, chapters 24 through

26.

(3} Applications for search warrants and complaints

charging the commission of a felony may be filed in

municipal ccurt. The municipal court judge has the same

jurisdiction and responsibility as a justice of the peace,
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LC 1643/01

including holding preliminary hnearings. The city attorney

may initiate proceedings charging a felony if the offense

was committed within the city limits, but the county

attorney shall take charge of the action if an information

ig filed in district court."”

Section 2. Section 3-10-301, MCA, is amended to read:

"3-10~-301. Civil jurisdiction. (1) Except as provided
in subsection {2} and in 3-11-103, the justices' courts have
jurisdiction:

{a) in actions arising on contract for the recovery of
mcney only if the sum claimed does not exceed 537568
$10,4000, exclusive of court costs;

(b) 1in actions for damages not exceeding $375686
$10,000, exclusive of court costs, for taking, detaining, or
injuring personal property or for injury to real property
when no 1ssue 1s railised by the verified answer of the
defendant inwvolving the title to or possession ¢f the real
preperty;

fe) in actions for damages not exceeding §37568

$10,000, exclusive of court costs, for injury to the person,

except that, in actions for false imprisonment, libel,
slander, criminal conversation, seduction, malicious
prosecution, determination of paternity, and abduction, the

justice of the peace does not have jurisdiction:

(d) in actions to recover the possession of personal

- -
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property if the value of the property does not exceed $37568
$10,000;

(e) in actions for a fine, penalty, or forfeiture not
exceeding $§375%88 $10,000, imposed by a statute or an
ordinance of an incorporated city or town whien no issue is
raised by the answer 1inveolving the legality of any tax,
impost, assessment, toll, or municipal fine;

({£) 1in actions upon bonds or undertakings conditioned
for the payment of money when the sum claimed does not
exceed $37566 $10,000, though the penalty may exceed that
sum;

(g) to take and enter judgment for the recovery of
meney on the confession of a defendant when tThe amount
confessed does not exceed $3r508 S$10,000, exclusive of court
casts;

(h) to 1issue temporary rescraining crders as provided
in 40-4-121(3).

{2) Justices' courts do not have jurisdiction in civil
actions that might rzesult in a judgment against the state
for the payment of money.*

-End~
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SB 0293,/02

APPROVED BY COMMITTEE
ON JUDICIARY

SENATE BILL NO. 293

INTRODUCED BY DOHERTY, HALLIGAN

A BILL FCR AN ACT ENTITLED: “AN ACT INCREASING THE
JURISDICTION OF JUSTIEES'-E6HRPS-AND MUNICIPAL COURTS; AND

AMENDING SEEPIONS SECTION 3-6-103 ANB-3-36-36%, MCA."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
Section 1. section 3-6-103, MCA, is amended to read:
“3-6-103. Jurisdiction. (1) Satd The municipal court

shali-heve has jurisdiction coordinate and coextensive with

the Jjustices' courts of the county wherein-smaid where the
city is located and shatly-in--additien--theretoy——have has

exclusive original jurisdiction of all civil and criminal

actions and proceedingsy-beth-civii-and-eriminals~-mentioned
and provided for in 3-11-103.

{2) Sdvek--municipat Municipal courts shati-aise have
concurrent jurisdiction with the district court within-thetr
respective—counties in-forcibie-entry-and-uniawfui--detainer

and in actions arising under Title 70, chapters 24 through

26 27,

(3) Applications for search warrants and complaints

charging the commission cf a felony may be filed in

municipal court. The municipal court judge has the same

jurisdiction and responsibility as a justice of the peace,
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SB 0293/02

including holding opreliminary hearings. The city attorney

may initiate proceedings charging a felony if the offense

was committed within the city limits, but the county

attorney shall take charge of the action if an information

is filed in district court."”

Sectron-2r-~-Section-3-18-36t7;-MEA7-its-amended-to-reads
43-38-38r--Eivit-Juriasdictiant-{tiy-Except——as-—provided
in-subsection-+2¥-and-itn-3-11-163;-the-Justices'-courea-have
suriadiceions
tay--itn—-actions-arising-on-centract-fer-the-recevery-of
money-onty-~-itf--the--som--citaimed--does—-not--exceed--537508
$187088087-exciustve-of-court-costs;
tby--in---actions---for--damages--not--exceeding--5$375600
$18768087-excinstve-of-court-eoatay-for-takrngr-detatning;-or
injuring-personal-preperty-or-for-injury--to--reai-—property
when--no--tssne-—is--ratsed-——-by--the—-verified-answer-of-che
dafendant-invotving-the-titte-to-or-possesston-of--the—-reai
propertys
tey-—tn—--actions---for-~damages——not--sxceeding--53;5688
518;9887-exctusive-ocf-court-coats;-for-injury-to-the-perseny;
except-thaty--tn--actions—-far—-faise--imprisonments—~tibeis
standers---eriminat---conversation;---seduction;—--matieieus
prosecutiony--detearmination-of-paternityr-and-abductiony-the
justcice-of-the-peace-does-net-have-jurisdiceions

td¥--itn-peciens-to-recover-the--possession--of--personal

SECOND READING
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properey-if-che-vatue-af-the-properey-doees—not-exceed-537509
5387086+
tey-—-in--actianas—-far-a-fine;-penaieyr;-or—-forfertura-note
exceeding—-537506--5¥870687-—imposed-—by-~a--statute--or--an
erdtnance-cf-an-incorporated-city-or-town-when-—no--issue--is
ratsed-—by-—the-—anawer--invoiving-—the-ltegarity-of-any-taxy
imposty-assessment;-eatiy-or-munteipat-fines
tE}-—in-aceions-upon-boends-ar—-nndertakings--condrtioned
for—-the--paymene--of--maney--when--+he-sum-ciraimed-does—nae
exceed-537500-5168780807-though~the-penatty--may--exceed--thae
aamy
tqy--to--cake--and--enter-—-Judgment—--for-the-recovery-of
money-sn-the-confeasion—-of-—a--defendant--when--che-—ameunt
confessed-dopa-not-exceed-53;500-518700807—encliuaive-af-canet
coses;
th}-——to--issue-—temporary-restraining-erders-as-provided
in-40-4-3223{33+
t2y~-—Juattcesti-conrts—do—not-have-jurtsdiction—in--ctvii
actions—-that-—might--result-in-a—jndgmene-against-the-seare
foar-the-paymentc-of-moneyzl

-End-

-3- SR 2983
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SB 0293/02
SENATE BILL NO. 293
INTRODUCED BY DOHERTY, HALLIGAN
A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: “"AN ACT INCREASING THE

JURISDICTION OF JUSTICHS'-EOERTI-ANB MUNICIPAL COURTS; AND

AMENDING SBEFIONS SECTION 3-6-103 ANB-3-19-38%, MCA,"

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
Section 1. Section 3-6-103, MCA, is amended to read:
"3-6-103. Jurisdiction. (1) Satd The municipal court

sheti-have has jurisdiction coordinate and coextensive with

the justices' courts of the county wherein-said where the
city is located and shail;-in--addition—-theretoy——have has

exclusive original Jurisdiction of all civil and criminal

actions and proceedingsr-beth-civii-and-eriminaty--mentioned
and provided for in 3-11-103.

12) Suech--munieipal Municipal courts shaii-atse have
concurrent jurisdiction with the district court within-eheir
respective-counties in-forcibie-entry-and-uniawful--detainer

and in actions arising under Title 70, chapters 24 through

26 27.

(3) Applications for search warrants and complaints

charging the commission of a felony may be Ffiled in

municipal court. The municipal! court judge has the same

jurisdiction and responsibility as a justice of the peace,
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SB 0293/02

including holding preliminary hearings. The city attorney

may initiate proceedings charging a felony if the offense

was committed within the city 1limits, but the county

attorney shall take charge of the action if an information

is filed in district court.”

geetron-2+-——Section-3-18-3617-MEA;-is-amended-to-read:
23-38-382:——Civii-Jurisdiecions—t1}-Except-—as--provided
in-subsection-t2¥-and-in-3-11-183;-the-justicest—courtes—have
jurisdictions
tay--in--acttons-arising-on-contract-foar-che-recovery-of
money-onty——if-—the--aum--ctatmed—-does-—not--exceed--$537568
93870087 -exctusive-of-court-coata;s
tbi--in-——actiona---for--damages--not--exceeding--$37568
4107088 7-exctusive-af-coure—ecasta;-for-takingry-detainingr-or
injuring-persenat-propecrty-er-for-injury--te--real--property
when--no--tasue--is——raised--by--the--verified-answer-of-the
defendant-involving-the-titie-te-ar—pessession-af--the--reat
propertys
te}-—-in---actions---far--damages-—net—-exceeding——-$37500
$387600;-exetustve-of-court-costasy-for-injury-to-the-persony
excapt-that;--in——-actions--for——false--imprisonmant;-—tibely
standery—-—-eriminal---conversatieny---seductiony---maticieous
proseention;—-determination-of-paternity;-and-abductitony—the
justice-ef-tha-peace-dees-not-have-jurisdiceions

td¥--itn-actiona-to-recever-the--possession--of--personat

THIRD READING

-2 SA 293
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property-if-the-value-of-the-property-does-nok-exeeed-937508
3idy688+
te}-—tn--actions——for-a-fine;-penaityr-or-forfeiture-not
exceeding-—-537500--51640007--imposed--by--a--statute——or--an
ordinance-of-an-incorporated-city-or-town-when-no--tssne-—-ts
raised--by--the--answer--involving--the-iegatity-of-any-tax;
imposty-assessmenty;-totiy-or-munteipat-fines
t£y-—in-actions-upon-bonds-or-—undertakings--conditiened
for-—-the--payment--sf--meney--when--the-sun-ctained-does-noe
exceed-$37508-51070087-though-the-penatty-——-may--exceed--thae
sumy
{g¥-~to-—take-—and--enter-—judgment--for-the-recovery-of
money-on-the-confession--~of--a--defendant--when--the--amount
confeased-does-not-exceed-$375088-51670887-exctustve—ocf-court
costss
thi--to—-itasue——temporary-restraining-orders-as-provided
in-40-4-323¢33~
+23--JdJusticesl-courts-de-not-have-jurisdiction-in—-ecivil
actions——that--might--—resute-in-a-judgment-against-the-stake
for-the-paymene-sf-meney-U

~End-

-3~ SB 293
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5B 0293502
SENATE BILL NO. 293
INTRODUCED BY DOHERTY, HALLIGAN
A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT INCREASING THE

JURISDICTION OF FU9F1€HSL-EB8UYRTPS-ANB MUNICIPAL COURTS: AND

AMENDING SEETIENS SECTION 3-6-103 ANB-3-16-361, MCA."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA :
Section 1. section 3-6-103, MCA, is amended to read:
“3-6-103. Jurisdiction, (1) Seid The municipal court

shaii-have has jurisdiction coordinate and coextensive with

the justices' courts of the county whereim-said where the
city is located and shati;-in--addicion——theretos--have has
exclusive original jurisdiction of all civil and eriminal
actions and proceedingsy-both-civil-and-criminat;-—-mantsoned

and provided for in 3-11-103.

{2) Such--municipat Municipal courts shati-aise have
concurrent jurisdiction with the district eourt within-thete
respective—sounties in—Earcibie-entry—and-unlewﬁu!-—detainer

and in actions arising under Title 70, Chapters 24 through

26 27.

{3) Applications for search warrants and complaints

charging the commission of a_ felony ma be filed in

municipal court. The municipal court judge has the same

Jurisdiction and responsibility as a Justice of the peace,
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including holding preliminary hearings. The city attorney

may initiate proceedings charging a felony if the offense

was committed within the city limits, but the county

attorney shalli take charge of the action if an information

1s Filed in diatrict court."

Section-2:--Seectian-3-18-30t7-HEAs-15-amended-eto-read:

"3-10-301z--E+vit-Jurisdictions—ti}-Excepe--as--provided
in-subsectron-t2y-and-in-3-11-1837-the-justicest-conrts-have
durisdictions

tai--in--actions-arising-on-contract-for-the-recovery-of
money-cniy--tf--eha--—sum--ectaimed--does--net--exceed--$3;508
5397000y -execeinstve-of-court-costss

th-—-in---actions———€for--damages--not--exceeding--5375080
$1$67008687-exciusive-of-court-costa;—far-takingr-detainingy;-or
injuring-personai-preoperty-ar-for-injury--to--real--property
when--no--tasue--is--ratsed--by--the--verified-anawer-nf-the
defendant-tavatving-the-titie-te-or-possession-of--the--reat
propertys

tey--tn---actions---for--damages--not--exceeding--9375048
9+878668; -excinstve-sf-court-costar-for-injury-to-the-persons
exeept-that;--in--—actiona--for—-fatse--itmprisonment;--tibetr
stander;---eriminat---conversacion;——-seduction;---matieious
prosecntion;--decermination-of-paternity;-and-abduction;-the
Juscice-af -+the-peace-does-not-have-idnriadietion:

tdi--tn-actions-to-recover-the--possession--cf--parsanai

REFERENCE BILL

-2 58 291]
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proapecry-itf-the-vatue-af-che-property-does-not-exceed-53:566
91870007
tey——tn--actrona--for-a-fines-pematrys-or-forfertnre-not
exceeding--$37580-~3187808; —imposed--by--a--statute--or--an
ordinance-of-an—incorporated-city-oar-town-when-ne--i1s8ue-~ts
ratsed-~by--the--answer--invelving--the-tegaliry-of-any-tax;y
impost;-asssssment;-tatli;-sr-muntcipal-fines
tfy--rn-actions-upen-bonds-or--undertakings--conditioned
for--the--payment--of--money--when--the-sum-ciaimed-does-noe
exceed-53750868-519;880;-*heugh-the-penatry--may--exceed--thae
sums
tgt--to--take--and--enter--judgment--fer-the-recovery-of
meney-sn-the-confeaston-—-of--a--defendant--when--the--ameonnt
confessed-dees-not-exceed-5$3;580-518,;080; —exeinaive-of-course
costs;
th}——to——-itssue--temporary-restraining-orders-as-previded
tn-40-4-¥23¢395
t+2}--dJusticesi-courts-do-not-have~-tnrisdiceion-in-—ctrvii
actions-—that--might--resule-itn-a-Jodgment-agqainst-+he-state
far-the-payment-of-meneysd

~End-
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