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S°E.NBTE BJLL NO. ~/ 

INTRODUCED B'l /j;Zf~ Cfzt«-;/:..~ ~ff . / ,, 
I ·, /'r,rt, 1 , 

/. 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT REQUIRING AN ELECTION J 
5 FOR THE CONSOLIDATION OF COUNTY OFFICES; AND AMENDING 

6 SECTIONS 7-4-2301, 7-4-2302, 7-4-2305, 7-4-2309, 7-4-2310, 

7 AND 7-4-2311, MCA." 
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BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 7-4-2301, MCA, is a~ended to read: 

"7-4-2301. Authorization to consolidate county offices. 

(1) Except as provided in subsection (2), the--board--o~ 

eo~nty--eommis~io~e~~--0£--any--eounty-may-in-it~-dise~e~ion 

eonso~idate any two or more of the offices named in 7-4-2203 

may be consolidated and eomb¼ne the powers and the duties of 

the consolidated offices combined upon approval by the 

electorate of the co~_!lty. 

(2) The office of the justice of the peace may not be 

combined or consolidated with any other office other than 

20 another justice of the peace office.'' 

21 

22 

Section 2. section 7-4-2302, MCA, is amended to read: 

"7-4-2302. Petition for consolidation of county 

23 offices. (1) At-eny-t±~e-not-ieter-than-45-dey~-before-the 

24 

25 

date-on-whieh-rleeiarat±on~-for-ne~±nat±on-may-fir3t-be-fii@d 

£er-any-eotln~y-off±ee 7 -a ~ petition in writing may be filed 

~'"' /e9;,i,t,,e coun<N 
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with the board of county commissioners of a county asking 

for the consolidation of any two or more 0£-~eid offices by 

the board of ~~eh the county. 

(2) The petition shall~ be signed by not less than 

5 15% of the registered electors of sttel"l the county." 

6 

7 

8 

9 

Section 3. Section 7-4-2305, MCA, is amended to read: 

"7-4-2305. Initiation of consolidation by county 

commissioners. tit The board or boards of county 

co~~issione~s may initiate the consolidation of county 

10 offices under the procedure set forth in this part. Any 

11 board or boards desiring to consolidate any two or more 
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offices or any two or more offices among several counties 

under the provisions of this part shall first pass a 

resolution stating the intent of the board or boards to 

consider consolidation. 

t~1--Nothing---eontained---herein--shall--be--deemed--a~ 

½imittng--±n--any--manner--~he--di~ere~ion--0£--the---eo~nty 

eofflffl.i~sioner~-to-eonso±±date-the-~everal-oE£±ees-withottt-the 

£iiing-of-the-petition-provided-£or-in-~his-part~•1 

Section 4. Section 7-4-2309, MCA, is amended to read: 

"7-4-2309. Conduct of hearing -- decision. (1) At the 

22 time designated in said the notice, the county commissioners 

23 

24 

25 

shall proceed to hear said the petition and the evidence for 

or against the same petition. Any registered elector of the 

count.y affected shttl-¼---have has the right to appear and be 
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heard upon ~aid the petition, subject, however, to the right 

of the county commissioners to limit cumulative testimony 

and to prevent the undue prolonging of said the hearing. 

(2) Within 5 days after the date set for ~8id the 

hearing, the board or boards of county commissioners shall 

make stteh--o~der--in--re±etton-to-the-eo~~o¼½dation-of-~e¼d 

o££±ee~-es-they-~he¼¼-deem-properT-Stteh-order-mtt~t--be--made 

et--¼eest--7--day~-beEo~e-the-date-on-whieh-deeiarations-£or 

nominat±on-may-f±rst-be-filed-Eor-any-~o~nty-o££iee an order 

calling for an election on the consolidation of county 

offices. 

{3) The election on the consolidation of countv 0ffices 

must be held at the general election 2 years preceding the 

expiration of the term of the offices to be consolidat:;_ed. 11 

Section 5. Section 7-4-2310, MCA, is amended to read: 

"7-4-2310. Order for consolidation of offices. (1) In 

consolidating county offices, the board of county 

commissioners shall, not-les~-tha~-T-d~y~-be£ore-tne-date-on 

whieh-deelaretion~-£or-nomination-mBy-£irst-be-£i¼ed-£or-any 

offiee-to-be-eon~o±idsted-or-not-less-than-6-months-prior-to 

the-appointment-to-the-0£fiee~-to-be-eon9o½idated,-meke--a~d 

enter-an-order-eombin±n9-any-two-o~-more-0£-the-witkin-naffled 

oE£iees 3 months prior to the general election, publish an 

order calling for the election. 

{2} Whenever an order consolidating two or more offices 
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is made, the order shal~ must be entered in full on the 

board 1 s minutes of proceedings. The order must contain the 

date and time of the election and the offices to be 

consolidated. 

(3) The order ~~all must be published in a newspaper of 

general circulation, printed and published in the county or 

counties affected, for a period of 2 successive weeks 

following the date of the me~in9-and-entering-0£-the order." 

Section 6. Section 7-4-2311, MCA, is amended to read: 

"7-4-2311~ Implementation of consolidation order. (1) 

Whenever any-~tleh-order-i~-made-eon~o±idating the electorate 

approves the ~~~~olidation of two or more oE--~~eh offices, 

it ~he,r--be is the duty of the officers holding and 

occupying ~tleh the offices, at the end of their terms of 

office, to deliver and transfer to their successor or 

successors all of the books, files, papers, documents, maps, 

plats, and records of :irneh the offices. 

(2) The officer or officers receiving the same shall 

make and deliver proper receipts therefor and shall 

thereafter: 

(a) be the custodian or custodians of ~tteh the books, 

files, papers, documents, maps, plats, and records; 

(b) perform all of the duties and acts imposed on ~tteh 

the consolidated offices as required of them by law; and 

(C) make and execute, with full legal force and effect, 

-4-
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1 all certificates, official statements, official reports, 

2 affidavits, and other instruments required to be made by the 

3 laws of this state by either or any of the officers whose 

4 

5 

offices have been so consolidated. 

(3) If the laws of this state 0[ the rules, 

6 regulations, orders, or directions of any officer or 

7 department of the state snai¼ require each of two offices 

8 wh±eh that are consolidated to keep duplicate or similar 

9 records, books, or accounts, after s~ch the consolidation, 

10 stteh the consolidated office shall ~eep but one set of stteh 

11 records, books, or accounts.'' 

-End-
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INTRODUCED BY /./~ U,,,q/4.--, lknuff: 
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A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT REQUIRING AN 

(i,rfc;}· · 
ELECTION .• 

5 FOR THE CONSOLIDATION OF COUNTY OFFICES; AND AMENDING 

6 SECTIONS 7-4-2301, 7-4-2302, 7-4-2305, 7-4-2309, 7-4-2310, 

7 AND 7-4-2311, MCA." 
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BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 7-4-2301, MCA, is amended to read: 

•J-4-2301. Authorization to consolidate county offices. 

(1) Except as provided in subsection (2), the--board--of 

eottn~y--eefflft\issieners--0£--any--eottnty-mny-in-its-diseretion 

eon~olid~te any two or more of the offices named in 7-4-2203 

may be consolidated and eomb~ne the powers and the duties of 

the consolidated offices combined upon approval by the 

electorate of the county. 

(2) The office of the justice of the peace may not be 

combined or consolidated with any other office other than 

20 another justice of the peace office." 

21 
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Section 2. Section 7-4-2302, MCA, is amended to read: 

•1-4-2302. Petition for consolidation of county 

offices. (l) At-nny-time-not-¼ater-tha~-45-day9-before-the 

date-on-whieh-deelarations-for-nomination-may-first-be-filed 

f~r-any-eottnty-offiee,-a ~ petition in writing may be filed 

~n, 1,,,.,,,.., COum/1 
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with the board of county commissioners of a county asking 

for the consolidation of any two or more 0£-9aid offices by 

the board of 9tteh the county. 

(2) The petition 5hall must be signed by not less than 

5 15\ of the registered electors of 9tteh the county." 

6 

7 
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9 

Section 3. Section 7-4-2305, MCA, is amended to read: 

"7-4-2305. Initiation of consolidation by county 

commissioners. Ht The board or boards of county 

commissioners may initiate the consolidation of county 

10 offices under the procedure set forth in this part. Any 

11 board or boards desiring to consolidate any two or more 
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offices or any two or more offices among several counties 

under the provisions of this part shall first pass a 

resolution stating the intent of the board or boards to 

consider consolidation, 

trt--Nothing---eontained---herein--shall--be--deemed--as 

iifflitiag--in--any--me"ner--the--diseretion--of--the---eounty 

eorM\issioners-to-eonsoiidnte-the-seYeral-offiees-withottt-the 

£iling-of-the-pe~ition-provided-for-ia-thi9-part~•• 

Section 4. Section 7-4-2309, MCA, is amended to read: 

"1-4-2309. Conduct of hearing -- decision. ( 1) At the 

time designated in said the notice, the county commissioners 

shall proceed to hear said the petition and the evidence for 

or against the some petition. Any registered elector of the 

county affected :,hoii--have has the right to appear and be 

SECOND READING 
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heard upon said the petition, subject, however, to the right 

of the county corrurissioners to limit cumulative testimony 

and to prevent the undue prolonging oE said the hearing. 

(2) Within 5 days after the date set for said the 

hearing, the board or boards of county commissioners shall 

make sneh--order--in--reiation-to-~he-eonsolidation-oE-said 

offiee~-as-they-shali-deem-proper~-Stteh-order-must--be--made 

at--least--7--days-befere-the-date-on-vhieh-deelarations-fer 

nomination-may-£irst-be-Ei¼ed-for-any-eettnty-effiee an order 

calling for an election on the consolidation of county 

offices. 

(3) The election on the consolidation of county offices 

must be held at the general election 2 years preceding the 

expiration of the term of the offices to be consolidated." 

Section 5. Section 7-4-2310, MCA, is amended to <ead: 

•1-4-2310. Order for consolidation of offices. (1) In 

consolidating county offices, the boa<d of county 

commissioners shall, not-tess-th8n-7-days-beEore-the-date-on 

whieh-deelaration9-£or-nomination-may-first-be-£i¼ed-£or-any 

0££±ee-to-be-eonso½½dated-or-not-les9-than-6-months-prior-to 

the-appo¼ntment-to-the-effiee~-to-be-eonso¼idated,-make--and 

enter-8ft-order-eombining-ony-two-or-mo~e-of-the-vithin-named 

otEiees 3 months prior to the general election~ublish an 

order calling for the election. 

(2) Whenever an order consolidating two or more offices 
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is made, the order shall must be entered in full on the 

board's minutes of proceedings. The order must contain the 

date and time of the election and the offices to be 

consolidated. 

(3) The order shall must be published in a newspaper of 

general circulation, printed and published in the county or 

counties affected, for a period of 2 successive weeks 

following the date of the fflaking-and-entering-of-the order." 

Section 6. Section 7-4-2311, MCA, is amended to read: 

"7-4-2311. Implementation of consolidation order. (1) 

Whenever any-sueh-order-is-made-eonsoiidating the electorate 

approves the consolidation of two or more oE--stteh offices, 

it shalt--be is the duty of the officers holding and 

occupying s~eh the offices, at the end of their terms of 

office, to deliver and transfer to their successor or 

successors all of the books, files, papers, documents, maps, 

plats, and re·cords of 9tteh the offices. 

(2) The officer or officers receiving the same shall 

make and deliver proper receipts therefor and shall 

thereafter: 

(a) be the custodian or custodians of such the books, 

files, papers, documents, maps, plats, and records; 

(b) perform all of the duties and acts imposed on such 

the consolidated offices as required of them by law; and 

(c) make and execute, with full legal fo~ce and effect, 

-4-
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1 all certificates, official statements, official reports, 

2 affidavits, and other instruments required to be made by the 

3 laws of this state by either or any of the officers whose 

4 offices have been so consolidated. 

5 (3) If the laws of this state or the rules, 

6 regulations, orders, oc directions of any officer or 

7 department of the state sha¼¼ require each of two offices 

8 which ~ are consolidated to keep duplicate or similar 

9 records, books, or accounts, after 9tteh the consolidation, 

10 stteh the consolidated office shall keep but one set of s~ch 

11 records, books, or accounts~•• 

-End-
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A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT REQUIRING AN 
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5 FOR THE CONSOLIDATION OF COUNTY OFFICES; AND AMENDING 

6 SECTIONS 7-4-2301, 7-4-2302, 7-4-2305, 7-4-2309, 7-4-2310, 

7 AND 7-4-2311, MCA." 
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BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 7-4-2301, MCA, is amended to read: 

"7-4-2301. Authorization to consolidate county offices. 

(1) Except as provided in subsection (2), ~he--board--of 

eo~nty--eofflftlie~toners--of--eny--eottnty-may-in-ite-diser~~ion 

eoneoiidftte any two or more of the offices named in 7-4-2203 

ma~consolidated and eombtn~ the powers and the duties of 

the consolidated offices combined upon aEE__roval by the 

electorate of the county. 

(2) The office of the justice of the peace may not be 

combined or consolidated with any othec office other than 

20 another justice of the peace office." 

21 
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Section 2. Section 7-4-2302, MCA, is amended to read: 

"7-4-2302. Petition foe consolidation of county 

offices. (1) At-any-tfme-not-later-than-45-day~-before-the 

dat~-on-whieh-d~el8ration~-for-nominat¼oft-may-fir!lt-be-Ei¼ed 

fe~-any-eettn~y-office 7 -a ~ petition in writing may be filed 

~" ........ ,, .. ,-. 
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with the board of county commissioners of a county asking 

for the consolidation of any two or more of-!laid offices by 

the board of ~tteh the county. 

(2) The petition ~hall mus~ be signed by not less than 

5 15\ of the registered electors of !ltich. the county." 

6 

7 

e 

9 

Section 3. section 7-4-2305, MCA, is amended to read: 

"7-4-2305. Initiation of consolidation by county 

COlllfflissioners. flt The board or boards of county 

commissioners may initiate the consolidation of county 

10 offices under the procedure set forth in this part. Any 
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board or boards desiring to consolidate any two or more 

offices or any two or more offices among several counties 

under the provisions of this part shall first pass a 

resolution stating the intent of the board or boards to 

consider consolidation. 

tit--Nothing---eonta¼nee---herein--~heli--be--deemed--o~ 

¼iffliting--fn--nny--RLanner--the--di~eretion--of--th~---eottnty 

eoffifflis~ioner~-te-eo~~olida~~-the-severa¼-oft¼ees-withottt-the 

filin9-of-the-peti~~on-provided-Eor-in-thi~-pe~tT'' 

Section 4. Section 7-4-2309, MCA, is amended to read: 

"7-4-2309. Conduct of hearing -- decision. (l) At the 

time designated in seid the notice, the county commissioners 

shall p~oceed to hear ~aid the petition and the evidence for 

or against the ~~me petition. Any registered elector of the 

county affecte\l ~helt--have ha~ the right to appear and be 

-2-
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heard upon said the petition, subject, however, to the right 

of the county commissioners to limit cumulative testimony 

and to prevent the undue prolonging of said the hearing. 

(2) Within 5 days after the date set for said the 

hearing, the b~ard or boards of county commissioners shall 

make sueh--ord~r--in--relatioft-to-tfte-eonsolidetion-of-9aid 

offiees-as-they-9ha½l-deem-prop~rT-Sueh-order-•~s~--be--mad@ 

at--¼@ast--i--days-b~for@-the-date-on-whieh-declaration9-£or 

nominetton-mey-first-be-filed-far-■ny-co~nty-off¼ee an order 

calling for an election on the consolidation of county 

offices. 

(3) The election on the consolidation of county offices 

must be held at the general election 2 years precedin~ 

expiration of the term of the offices to be consolidated.N 

Section 5. Section 7-4-2310, MCA, is amended to read: 

•1-4-2310. Order for consolidation of offices. (1) In 

consolidating county offices, the board of county 

commissioners shall, "o~-lc33-tftan-~-day3-bef0Pe-the-date-on 

whieh-declaration~-£or-nornination-May-first-be-£iled-Eer-any 

offiee-to-be-consolidated-er-not-le~9-thftn-6-•onths-prior-to 

the-appointment-~o-the-of£iee~-to-be-eonsolidated,-•ake--and 

enter-a"-erder-combining-any-two-or-more-of-tke-within-named 

of£iee~ 3 months ~r to the general eleclion~ublish an 

order calling (or the~_el~<2.!)on. 

(2) Whenever an order consolidating lwo or more offices 
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is made, the order aha¼¼ must be entered in full on the 

board's minutes of proceedings. The order must contain the 

date and time of the election and the offices to be 

consolidated. 

{]) The order 5hatl must be published in a newspaper of 

general circulation, printed and published in the county or 

counties affected, for a period of 2 successive weeks 

following the date of the maktn9-and-entering-0E-th~ order." 

Section 6. Section 7-4-2311, MCA, is amended to read: 

•1-4-2311. Implementation of consolidation erder. (1) 

Whenever any-stteh-order-i9-ffl8de-een9oiidat¼ng the electorate 

approves the consolidation of two or more of--9ueh offices, 

it shall--be ~ the duty of the officers holding and 

occupying sueh ~he offices, at the end of their terms of 

office, to deliver and transfer to their successor or 

successors all of the books, files, papers, documents, maps, 

plats, and records of sueh the offices. 

(2) The officer or officers receiving the same shall 

make and deliver proper ceceipts therefor and shall 

thereafter: 

(a) be the custodian or custodians of such the books, 

files, papers, documents, maps, plats, and records; 

(b) perform all of the duties and acts imposed on stteh 

the consolidated offices as required of them by law; and 

(c) make a11d execute, witt1 full legal force and effect, 
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1 all certificates, official statements, official reports, 

2 affidavits, and other instruments required to be made by the 

3 laws of this state by either or any of the officers whose 

4 offices have been 90 consolidated. 

5 (]) If the laws of this state or the rules, 

6 requlations, orders, or directions of any officer or 

7 department of the state sfta¼l require each of two offices 

8 whie~ that are consolidated to keep duplicate or similar 

9 records, books, or accounts, after 9tteh the consolidation, 

10 Stteh the consolidated off ice shall keep but one set of sttch 

11 records, books, or accounts. 11 

-End-
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