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nggﬂe_ 7LL NO. éa‘i‘-/
INTRODUCED BY Lfgndlenty (fuqfnr  [Tanclly

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: “AN ACT REQUIRING AN ELECTION j

FOR THE CONSOLIDATION OF COUNTY OFFICES; AND AMENDING
SECTIONS 7-4-2301, 7-4-2302, 7-4—2305,‘7—4—2309, 7-4-2310,
AND 7-4-2311, MCA."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
Section 1. section 7-4-2301, MCA, is anended to read:
"7-4-2301. Authorization to consolidate county offices.

{1} Except as provided in subsection (2), the--board--of

county-—-commisateners——of-—any--county-may-in-itta-discretion

esnsotidate any two or more of the offices named in 7-4-2203

may be conseclidated and combine the powers and the duties of

the consolidated offices combined upon approval by the

electorate of the county.

(2) The office of the justice of the peace may not be
combined or consolidated with any other office other than
ancther justice of the peace office."

Section 2. section 7-4-2302, MCA, is amended to read:

“7-4-2302. Petition for consolidation of county
gffices., (1) At-any-time-not-tater-than-45-days-before-the
date-on-which-deciarations-for—nomination-may-first-be-fited

for-any-county-officey-a A petition in writing may be filed
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with the board of county commissioners of a county asking
for the consclidation of any twc or more of-said offices by
the board of saeh the county.

{(2) The petition shati must be signed by not less than
15% of the registered electors of aueh the county.”

Section 3. Section 7-4-2305, MCA, is amended to read:

"7-4-2305, Initiation of consolidation by county
commissioners. 1y The beard or boards of county
commissioners may initiate the consolidation of county
offices under the procedure set forth in this part. Any
board or boards desiring to consolidate any two or more
offices or any two or more offices among several counties
under the provisions of this part shall first pass a
resclution stating the intent of the board or boards to
consider consolidation.

{t2}--Nething---contained-—-herein--shati--bhe--deemad—as
timtting-——tn--any--manner--the--disecretion--cf--the---county
commiasioners-toe-consolidate-the-several-officas-withsak-the
Eitring-oF-the-petition-provided-for-in-this-parts"

Section 4. Section 7-4-2309, MCA, is amended to read:

"7-4-2309. Conduct of hearing —— decision. (1) At the
time designated in said the notice, the county commissioners
shall proceed to hear said the petition and the evidence for
or against the same petition. Any registered elector of the
county affected shall--have has the right to appear and be
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heard upon ssaid the petition, subject, however, to the right
of the county commissioners to 1limit cumulative testimony
and to prevent the undue prolonging of said the hearing.

{2) Within 5 days after the date set for said the
hearing, the board or beoards of county commissioners shall
make such--osrder-—-in--relation-to-the-consoitrdation-of-said
offiteces-as-they-shaii-desm-properr-Such-order-must--be--made
st-—ieaat—--7--days-before-the-date-on-which~dectarations-for
nomination-may-first-be-fited-for-any-county—office an order

calling for an election on the consclidaticn of county

offices.

{3) The election on the consclidation of countv coffices

must be held at the general election 2 years preceding the

expiration of the term of the offices to be consclidated.”

Section 5. Section 7-4-2310, MCA, is amended to read:

"7-4-2310. Order far consolidation of offices. (1) 1In
consnlidating county offices, the board of county
commissioners shall, not-itess-than—-7-days-before-tne-date-on
which-deciarations-for-nemination-may-first-be-fited-for-any
office-to-he—coansaltidated-or-not-tess-than-6-months-prior-te
the-appotntment-to-the-offices—to-be-consciidatedr-make—-and
enter—an-order-combinitng-any-two-or-more-of-the-within-named

offieces 3 months pricr to the general election, publish an

order calling for the election.

(2) Whenever an order consolidating two or more offices
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is made, the order shmii must be entered in Full on the

board's minutes of proceedings. The order must contain the

date and time of the election and the offices toc be

consolidated.

(3} The order shatt must be published in a newspaper of
general circulation, printed and published in the county or
counties affected, for a period of 2 successive weeks
following the date of the making-and-entering-ef-the order."”

Section 6. section 7-4-2311, MCA, is amended to read:

"7-4-2311. Implementation of consolidation order. (1)

Whenever any—such-order-is-made-consolidating the electorate

approves the consolidation of two or more ef--sueh offices,

it shaii--be is the duty of the officers holding and
occupying such the offices, at the end of their terms of
office, to deliver and transfer to their successor or
successors all of the books, files, papers, documents, maps,
plats, and records of sueh the offices.

{2) The officer or cfficers receiving the same shall
make and deliver proper receipts therefor and shall
thereafter:

fa) be the custodian or custodians of sueh the books,
files, papers, documents, maps, plats, and records;

(b) perform all of the duties and acts imposed on such
the consolidated offices as required of them by law; and

{c) make and execute, with full legal force and effect,

_4_
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all certificates, official statements, official reports,
affidavits, and other instruments reguired to be made by the
laws of this state by either or any of the officers whose
offices have been se consclidated.

(3) If the laws of this state or the rules,
regulations, orders, or directions of any officer or
department of the state shaii require each of two offices
which that are consolidated to keep dupliicate or similar
records, books, or accounts, after sueh the conseclidation,
ateh  the consolidated office shall keep but one set of such
records, books, or accounts."

-End-
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APPROVED BY COMM.
ON LOCAL GOVERNMENT

SM 1?1,1, NO. éﬂ-/

INTRODUCED BY A@%C&zr}qﬁ N Zgymi/%

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED:

Kt
"AN ACT REQUIRING AN ELECTION

FOR THE CONSOLIDATION OF COQUNTY OFFICES; AND AMENDING
SECTIONS 7-4-2301, 7-4-2302, 7*4—2305,.7—4—2309, 7-4-2310,

AND 7-4-2311, MCA."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTAMNA:
Section 1. Section 7-4-2301, MCA, is amended to read:

"7-4-2301. Authorization to consolidate county offices.
{1) Except as provided in subsection (2), the--board--of
counkty--commrssioners—-of--any--county-may-in-its-diseretion
eonasoctidate any two or more of the offices named in 7-4-2203

may be consolidated and ecombine the powers and the duties of

the consolidated offices combined upon approval by the

electorate of the county.

{(2) The office of the justice of the peace may not be
combined or consolidated with any other office other than

another justice of the peace office.”

Section 2. Section 7-4-2302, MCA, is amended to read:

"7-4-2302. Petition for consolidation of county
offices. (1) At-any-time-not-later-than-45-days-before-the
date-en-which-declarations-fFor-neminatien-may-first-be-Filed

for-any-county-office;-a A petition in writing may be filed
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with the board of county commissioners of a county asking
for the consolidation of any two or more of-said offices by
the board of such the county.

{(2) The petition aha}t must be signed by not less than
15% of the registered electors of =ueh the county."

Section 3. Ssection 7-4-2305, MCA, is amended to read:

"7-4-2305. Initiation of consolidation by county

commissioners. +1) The board or boards of county
commissioners may initiate the consolidation of county
offices under the procedure set forth in this part. Any
board or beards desiring to consolidate any two or more
offices or any two or more offices among several counties
under the provisions of this part shall €first pass a
resolution stating the intent of the board or boards to
consider consolidation.

t2$--Nothing---contained--~herein--shaii--be--deemed-—-as
timiting~~in--any--manner--the--diseretion--of--the---county
commissioners-to-consotidate-the-severnal-offices-withount-the
fiting-oFf-the-petition-provided-fer—in-this-part:"

Section 4. Ssection 7-4-2309, MCA, is amended to read:

“7-4-2309. Conduct of hearing —- decision. (1) At the
time designated in said the notice, the county commissioners
shall proceed to hear said the petition and the evidence for

©r against the same petition. Any registered elector of the

county affected shaii--have has the right to appear and be
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heard upon satd the petition, subject, however, to the right
of the county comrissioners to 1limit cumulative testimony
and to prevent the undue prolonging of asaid the hearing.

(2) Within 5 days after the date set for said the
hearing, the board or boards of county commissioners shall
make such--order-—-in--reiatisn-te-the-consclidation-of-said
offreces-as-they-shali-deem-proper--Such-order-muat--be—-made
at-—teaat--?--days-befosre-the-date-on-which-declarations-for
nomination-may-first-be-£ited-for-any-county-office an order

calling for an election on the consolidation of county

offices.

(3) The electicn on the conscolidaticon of county offices

must be held at the general election 2 years preceding the

expiration of the term of the offices to be consclidated.”

Section 5. Section 7-4-2310, MCA, is amended to read:

"7-4-2310. Order for consolidation of offices. (1) 1In
consolidating county offices, the board of county
commissioners shall, not-iess-than-7-days-before-the-date-on
which-declarations-for-nomination-may-first-be-£fited-for-any
offtce-to-be-conacitdated-or-not-tesa-than-g-months-prior-to
the-appoinement-to-the-offices—to-be-consoiidated;-make--and
enter-an-order-combining-any-ewo-or-more-of-the-within-named

offices 3 months prior to the general election, publish an

order calling for the election.

(2) Whenever an order consolidating two or more offices
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is made, the order shail must be entered in Ffull on the

board's minutes of proceedings. The order must contain the

date and time of the election and the offices to be

consolidated.

{3) The order shaii must be published in a newspaper of
general circulation, printed and published in the county or
counties affected, for a period of 2 successive weeks
following the date of the making-and-entering-of-the order.”

Section 6. Section 7-4-2311, MCA, is amended to read:

*7-4-2311. Implementation of consclidation order. (1)

Whenever any-such-order-is-made-consolidating the electorate

approves the consclidation of two or more of--sueh offices,
it shaii--be is the duty of the officers holding and
occupying such the offices, at the end of their terms of
office, to deliver and transfer to their successor or
successors all of the books, [iles, papers, documents, maps,
plats, and records of suech the offices.

{2) The officer or officers receiving the same shall

make and deliver proper receipts therefor and shall

thereafter:

{(a)} be the custodian or custodians of sueh the books,
Files, papers, documents, maps, plats, and records;

(b) perform all of the duties and acts imposed on such
the consclidated coffices as required of them by law; and

(c) make and execute, with full legal force and effect,
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all certificates, official statements, official reports,
affidavits, and other instruments required to be made by the
laws of this state by either or any of the officers whose
offices have been se consolidated.

(3) If the 1laws of this state or the rules,
regulations, orders, or directions of any officer or
department of the state shatt* require each of two offices
which that are consolidated to keep duplicate or similar
records, books, or accounts, after sueh the consolidation,
such the consclidated office shall keep but one set of such

records, books, or accounts.”

-End-
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INTRODUCED BY

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: “AN ACT REQUIRING AN ELECTION

FOR THE CONSOLIDATION OF COUNTY OFFICES; AND AMENDING

SECTIONS 7-4-23¢1, 7-4-2302, 7-4—2305.‘7—4—2309, 7-4-2310,

AND 7-4-2311, MCA."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

Section 1. section 7-4-2301, MCA, is amended to read:

®*7-4-2301. Authorization to consolidate county offices.
(1} Except as provided in subsection [(2), ehe--board--of
county--commissioners--of--any--county-may-in-its-discretion
eansstidate any two or more of the offices named in 7-4-2203

may be consolidated and ecembine the powers and the duties of

the consolidated offices combined upon approval by the

electorate of the county.

(2) The office of the justice of the peace may not be

combined or consolidated with any other office other than

another justice of the peace office.”

Section 2. section 7-4-2302, MCA, is amended to read:

"7-4-2302. Petition for consolidation of county

offices. (1) At-any-time-not-later-than-45-days-before-the
date-on-which-deciarationa—for-nominatisn-may-first-be-£filted

for-any-county-cffice;-a A petition in writing may be filed
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with the board of county commissioners of a county asking

for the consclidation of any two or more of-said offices by
the board of such the county.
{2} The wpetition shalt must be signed by not less than

15% of the registered electors of sueh the county.”

Section 3. section 7-4-2305, MCA, is amended to read:

“7-4~2305. Initiation of consolidation by county
commissioners. (233 The board or boards of county
commissioners may initiate the consclidation of county

offices under the procedure set forth in this part. Any

board or boards desiring to consolidate any two or more

offices or any two or more offices

among several

counties

under the provisions of this part shall first pass a

resolution stating the intent of the board or boards to

consider consclidation.
$2}-—-Nothing---contained---herein—-shalti--be--deemed--na
timiting--in--any--manner--the--disecretion-—-of--the---county
commissioners-to-consclidate-the-several-offices-without-the
Eiting-of-the-petition-pravided-for-in-this-parts"

Section 4. Section 7-4-2309, MCA, is amended to read:

*7-4-2309. Conduct of hearing —-- decision. (1) At the

time designated in smid Lhe notice, the county commissioners
shall proceed toc hear said the petition and the evidence for
Or against the aame petition. Any registered elector of the
county

affected shali--have has the right to appear and be
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heard upon said the petition, subject, however, to the right
of the county commissioners to limit cumulative testimony
and to prevent the undue proleonging of said the hearing.

{2) Within 5 days after the date get for said the
hearing, the hoard or boards of county commissioners shall
make sueh--order--in--relation-teo-the-consotidation-of-said
offices-as-they-shati-deem-properr-Such-order-must--be--made
at--teast--7--days-befare-the-date-on-which-decitarations-for
nomination-may-first-be-£fi}ed-for-any-county-office an order

calling for_an election on the consolidation of county

offices.,

{3) The election on the consclidation of county offices

must be held at the general election 2 years preceding the

expiration of the rerm of the offices to be consolidated.”

Section 5. section 7-4-2310, MCA, is amended to read:

"7-4-2310. Order for consolidation of offices. {l1) 1In
consolidating county offices, the board of county
commissioners shall, not-tess-than-?-days-befere-the-date-on
which-declarations-for-nomination-may-fEirac-be-fited-for-any
effice-to-be-conscitdated-or-not-less-than-6-months-prior-te
the-appointment-te-the-offices-to-be-consslidated; make--ard
enter-an-order-combining-any-twe-or-more—of-the-within-named

offices 3 months prior to_the general election, publish an

order calling for the election.

(2) Whenever an order consvlidating twe or more offices
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is made, the order shail must be entered in £full on the

board's minutes of proceedings. The order must contain the

date and time of the election and the offices to be

conscolidated.

{3} The order shatl must be published in a newspaper of
general circulation, printed and published in the county or
counties affected, for a period of 2 successive weeks
following the date of the making-and-entering-of-the order.”

Section B. section 7-4-2311, MCA, is amended to read:

“7-4-2311. Implementation of consolidation erder. (1)
Whenever any-such-order-is-made-consoltdating the electorate

approves the consclidation of two or more eof--sueh offices,

it shati--be is the duty of the officers holding and
occupying such the offices, at the end of their terms of
office, to deliver and transfer to their successor or
successors all of the books, files, papers, documents, maps,
plats, and records of such the offices.

(2) The cfficer or officers receiving the same shall
make and deliver proper receipts therefor and shall
thereafter:

(a) be the custodian or custodians of such the books,
files, papers, documents, maps, plats, and records;

(b) perform all of the duties and acts imposed on sueh

(c) make and execute, with full legal force and effect,
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all certificates, official statements, official reports,
affidavits, and other instruments reguired to be made by the
laws of this state by either or any of the officers whose
offices have been me consolidated,

(}) If the laws of this state or the rules,
regulations, orders, or directions of any officer or
department of the state shait require each of two offices
whieh that are consolidated to keep duplicate or similar
records, books, or accounts, after sueh the consolidation,
such the consclidated office shall keep but one set of sueh

records, books, or accounts,"

-End-





