
SENATE BILL NO. 191 

INTRODUCED BY T. BECK 
BY REQUEST OF THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

JANUARY 23, 1991 

FEBRUARY 15, 1991 

FEBRUARY 16, 1991 

FEBRUARY 18, 1991 

MARCH 4, 1991 

MARCH 21, 1991 

APRIL 5, 1991 

APRIL 6, 1991 

APRIL 9, 1991 

IN THE SENATE 

INTRODUCED AND REFERRED TO COMMITTEE 
ON HIGHWAYS & TRANSPORTATION. 

FIRST READING. 

COMMITTEE RECOMMEND BILL 
DO PASS AS AMENDED. REPORT ADOPTED. 

PRINTING REPORT. 

SECOND READING, DO PASS AS AMENDED. 

ENGROSSING REPORT. 

THIRD READING, PASSED • 
. AYES, 49; NOES, O. 

TRANSMITTED TO HOUSE, 

IN THE HOUSE 

INTRODUCED AND REFERRED TO COMMITTEE 
ON HIGHWAYS & TRANSPORTATION. 

FIRST READING. 

COMMITTEE RECOMMEND BILL BE 
CONCURRED IN AS AMENDED. REPORT 
ADOPTED. . 

SECOND READING, CONCURRED IN. 

THIRD READING, CONCURRED IN. 
AYES, 91; NOES, 4. 

RETURNED TO SENATE WITH AMENDMENTS. 

IN THE SENATE 

RECEIVED FROM HOUSE. 

SECOND READING, AMENDMENTS NOT 
CONCURRED IN. 



APRIL 16, 1991 

APRIL 18, 1991 

APRIL 18, 1991 

APRIL 20, 1991 

APRIL 22, 1991 

APRIL 20, 1991 

APRIL 22, 1991 

ON MOTION, CONFERENCE COMMITTEE 
REQUESTED. 

CONFERENCE COMMITTEE APPOINTED. 

IN THE HOUSE 

ON MOTION, CONFERENCE COMMITTEE 
REQUESTED AND APPOINTED. 

IN THE SENATE 

CONFERENCE COMMITTEE REPORTED. 

SECOND READING, CONFERENCE COMMITTEE 
REPORT ADOPTED. 

THIRD READING, CONFERENCE COMMITTEE 
REPORT ADOPTED. 

IN THE HOUSE 

CONFERENCE COMMITTEE REPORT 
ADOPTED. 

IN THE SENATE 

THIRD READING, CONFERENCE COMMITTEE 
REPORT ADOPTED. 

SENT TO ENROLLING. 

REPORTED CORRECTLY ENROLLED. 
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~~ILLNo._/!li_ 

INTRODUCED BY r 
BY REQUEST OF THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO GENERALLY REVISE 

MOTOR VEHICLE REGISTRATION AND TITLING LAWS; DELETING THE 

REQUIREMENT FOR CERTIFICATION OF LIABILITY INSURANCE ON THE 

REGISTRATION RECEIPT; PROVIDING FOR THE ISSUANCE OF 

SPECIAL-PURPOSE LICENSE PLATES BY CREATING A GENERIC PLATE 

WITH A DESIGN OR DECAL INDICATING THE SPECIAL PURPOSE; 

11 CREATING A NEW CLASS OF DEALER PLATE FOR RECREATIONAL 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

VEHICLE DEALERS; ALLOWING FOR REPLACEMENT PLATES INSTEAD OF 

ISSUING DUPLICATE LICENSE PLATES; REMOVING THE EXCEPTION FOR 

ELECTRICALLY DRIVEN VEHICLES IN THE VEHICLE IDENTIFICATION 

NUMBER STATUTE; TRANSFERRING THE DUTY OF INSPECTING DEALERS 

FROM THE HIGHWAY PATROL TO THE MOTOR VEHICLE DIVISION; 

PROVIDING THAT EXEMPT PLATES BE REISSUED ONLY WHEN DAMAGED 

OR DESTROYED; INCREASING THE PENALTY FOR VIOLATING VEHICLE 

TITLING, REGISTRATION, OR TAXATION LAWS; AMENDING SECTIONS 

61-1-130, 61-3-101, 61-3-201, 61-3-205, 61-3-206, 61-3-303, 

61-3-305, 61-3-332, 61-3-333, 61-3-455, 61-3-510, 61-3-601, 

61-3-604, 61-4-101, AND 61-6-302, MCA; AND REPEALING 

SECTIONS 10-1-110, 61-3-304, 61-3-444, 61-3-445, 61-3-447, 

61-3-451, AND 61-3-505, MCA." 
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BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 61-1-130, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-1-130. Motor home. "Motor home" as used in 61-3-521 

and 61-3-522 means a ~e~£-prepe~~ed motor vehicle eriginaliy 

de~+g~ed--or--pe~manefl~iy--a¼tered--te---provide---~emporary 

£aeili~ie~-!or-reereatiena¼7 -~ravei 7 -or-eaffi~tng-~se~ 

(1) designed to provide temporary living quarters, 

built as an integral part of or permanently attached to a 

self-~e_l_l~ ~otor v~if_l~chass_i_§__ _QI_ van; 

~~ntaining permanently installed independent life 

support systems that meet the ANSI/All9.2 s~a!ld~<l; and 

(3) providing at least four of the following types of 

facilities: 

(a) cooking, refrigeration, or _ic_~b_Q_x: 

iE..L_ s_el_f-c:c:,11_t;_ained_ toil_et; 

(c) heating or air-conditioning, or both; 

(d) potable water supply, including a faucet and siI}_k; 

or 

(e) separate 110-volt or 125-volt electrical power 

supply or a liqui fied petroleum gas supply,_ or both. 11 

Section 2. section 61-3-101, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-3-101. Duties of department records. (1) The 

department shall keep a record as herei~efter specified in 

~_!_:§_ __ sect ion of all motor vehicles, trailers, and 

semitrailers of every kind, and of certificates of 

INTRODUCED BILL 
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registration and ownership ~hereo£ of those vehicles, and of 

all manufacturers and dealers in motor vehicles. 

(2) In the case of motor vehicles, trailers, and 

semitrailers, the record 9~8i% must show the following: 

(a) name of owner, residence by town and county, and 

business address; 

(b) name and address of conditional sales vendor, 

mortgagee, or other lienholder and amount due under contract 

or lien; 

(c) manufacturer of ear vehicle; 

(d) manufacturer's designation of style of ear--or 

vehicle; 

(e) 

(f) 

identifying number; 

year of manufacture; 

(g) character of motive power and shipping weight of 

ear vehicle as shown by the manufacturer; 

(h] the distinctive license number assigned to the 

vehicle~; 

(i) if a truck or trailer, the number of tons 1 capacity 

or GVW if imprinted on manufacturer's identification plate; 

(j) except as provided in 61-3-103, the name and 

complete address of any holder of a perfected security 

interest in a vehicle; and 

+;tl...!Ll_ stteh other information 8~ that may from time to 

time be found desirable. 
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(3) The department shall file applications for 

registration received by it from the county treasurers of 

the state and register the vehicles th@~ei~ described in the 

applications and the owners eh~~~e£ of the vehicles in 

suitable books or on index cards, as follows: 

(a) under the distinctive license number assigned to 

the vehicle by the county treasurer; 

(b) alphabetically under the name of the owner; 

(c) numerically under make and identifying number of 

the vehicle; and 

(d) sttch other index of registration as the department 

cons:ders expedient. 

( 4) Vehicle registration records and indexes and 

driver's license records and indexes may be maintained by 

electronic recording and storage media. 

(5) In the case of dealers, the records she%% must show 

the information contained in the application for dealer's 

license as required by 61-4-101 through 61-4-105, as well as 

the distinctive license number assigned to the dealer. 

{6) In order to prevent an accumulation of unneeded 

records and files, the department shall-have--the--a~thority 

8ftd--±t--sha%%--be--it~ has the authority and the duty to 

destroy all records and files wh±eh that have ceased to be 

of-e"y have value. 

( 7) The department may establish and maintain a 
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short-wave radio station in order to report motor vehicle 

registration information to the highway patrol, to sheriffs, 

and to the chiefs of police of each incorporated city of the 

state who are able to communicate with ~tle~ the short-wave 

radio station. 

(8) All records ~hell~ be open to inspection during 

all reasonable business hours, and the department shall 

furnish any information from the records upon payment by the 

applicant of the cost of transcribing the information 

requested." 

Section 3. Section 61-3-201, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-3-201. Transfer of interest -- cancellation of 

erroneous certificate of ownership. (1) Upon a transfer of 

any interest in a motor vehicle registered under the 

provisions of this chapter, the person whose interest is to 

be transferred shall write his signature with pen and ink 

upon the certificate of ownership issued for the vehicle in 

the appropriate space provided tlpon-the-~everse-~±de-ef-t~e 

eertif¼eate, and the signature must be acknowledged before 

the county treasurer, a deputy county treasurer, or a notary 

public. 

(2) Within 20 calendar days after endorsement, the 

transferee shall forward both the endorsed certificate of 

ownership with the odometer mileage statement required under 

61-3-206 and the certificate of registration, together with 
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the information required under 61-3-202, to the county 

treasurer, who shall forward them to the department. The 

department may not issue a certificate of ownership or 

certificate of registration until the outstanding 

certificates are surr~ndered to that office or their loss is 

established to its reasonable satisfaction. Failure to make 

application within the 20-day grace period subjects the 

transferee to a penalty of $10. The county treasurer shall 

collect the penalty at the time of registration. The penalty 

is in addition to the fees otherwise provided by law. If the 

transferee does not make application within 25 days, a 

creditor or secured party may pay the fees for the transfer 

of title and filing of security interest or lien in order to 

have title transferred to the transferee and have the 

security interest or lien filed. The creditor or secured 

party is not liable for the penalty, registration fees, or 

taxes. The department shall return the certificate of title 

to the county treasurer as provided in 61-3-103(1). When the 

certificate of ownership is returned by the department to 

the county treasurer, the treasurer shall hold the 

certificate of ownership until the vehicle is properly 

registered. 

( 3) In the event of a transfer by operation of law of 

any interest in a motor vehicle as upon inheritance, devise, 

or bequest, ord0r in bankruptcy or insolvency, execution 
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sale, repossession upon default in the performance of the 

terms of a lease or executory sales contract, 0[ otherwise 

than by voluntary act of the person whose title or interest 

is transfert"ed, the executor, administrator, receiver, 

trustee, sheriff, or other representative or successor in 

interest of the person whose interest is transferred shall 

forward to the department an application for a certificate 

of ownership in the form required by the department eor-an 

e~±g±na¼--app!±eat±on--Eor--a--ee~~ifieate---0£---owner~hip, 

together with a verified or certified statement of the 

transfer of interest. The statement must set forth the 

reascr:. for the involunta:~· trar:sfer, ':.he :.nte:rest 

transferred, the name of the person to whom the interest is 

to be transferred, the process of procedure effecting the 

transfer, and other information requested by the department. 

Evidence and instruments otherwise required by law to effect 

a transfer of legal or equitable title to or an interest in 

chatte:s as may be required in such cases must be furnished 

with the statement. If the department is satisfied that the 

transfer is regular and that all formalities required by law 

have been complied with, 

conditional sales vendor, 

it shall send to the owner, 

lessor, mortgagee, and other 

lienor, as shown by its records, notice of the intended 

transfer and, not less than 5 days after sending notice, 

shall issue a new certificate of ownership and certificate 
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of registration to the transferee. The notice required by 

this section is complied with by deposit in the post office 

in Deer Lodge, Montana, of the notice, postage prepaid, 

addressed to the person at the respective address shown on 

its records. 

(4) When the vehicle certificate of ownership that is 

involuntarily transferred is not registered in this state, 

the procedure in subsection (3) must be followed in applying 

for a new certificate of ownership and certificate of 

registration b~t: however, in lieu of the statement required 

in subsection (3), the department may accept an affidavit of 

reoosses~ion on the form provided by__!_h_e state in which a 

lien has beer\ ___ ~erfected and_ the department need not send 

notice of intended transfer and shall issue a new 

certificate of ownership and a new certificate of 

registration to 

certificates. 

the person entitled to thell'I the 

( 5) {a) If the owner of one or more motor vehicles, 

trailers, semitrailers, or housetrailers registered under 

this chapter and not exceeding a combined value of $15,000 

dies without leaving other property necessitating the 

procuring of letters of administration or letters 

testamentary, the surviving spouse or other heir unless the 

property is by will otherwise bequeathed may secure transfer 

of the decedent's certificate of ownership and the 
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short-wave radio station in order to report motor vehicle 

registration information to the highway patrol, to sheriffs, 

and to the chiefs of police of each incorporated city of the 

state who are able to communicate with s~eh the short-wave 

radio station. 

(8) All records sha½½ ~ be open to inspection during 

all reasonable business hours, and the department shall 

furnish any information from the records upon payment by the 

applicant of the cost of transcribing the information 

requested." 

Section 3. Section 61-3-201, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-3-201. Transfer of interest cancellation of 

erroneous certificate of ownership. (1) Upon a transfer of 

any interest in a motor vehicle registered under the 

provisions of this chapter, the person whose interest is to 

be transferred shall write his signature with pen and ink 

upon the certificate of ownership issued for the vehicle in 

the appropriate space provided ttpon-the-rever~e-~irle-of-the 

cer~±fies~e, and the signature must be acknowledged before 

the county treasurer, a deputy county treasurer, or a notary 

public, 

(2) Within 20 calendar days after endorsement, the 

transferee shall forward both the endorsed certificate of 

ownership with the odometer mileage statement required under 

61-3-206 and the certificate of registration, together with 
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the information required under 61-3-202, to the county 

treasurer, who shall forward them to the department. The 

department may not issue a certificate of ownership or 

certificate of registration until the outstanding 

certificates are surrendered to that office or their loss is 

established to its reasonable satisfaction. Failure to make 

application within the 20-day grace period subjects the 

transferee to a penalty of $10. The county treasurer shall 

collect the penalty at the time of registration. The penalty 

is in addition to the fees otherwise provided by law. If the 

transferee does not make application within 25 days, a 

creditor or secured party may pay the fees for the transfer 

of title and filing of security interest or lien in order to 

have title transferred to the transferee and have the 

security interest or lien filed. The creditor or secured 

party is not liable for the penalty, registration fees, or 

taxes. The department shall return the certificate of title 

to the county treasurer as provided in 61-3-103(1). When the 

certificate of ownership is returned by the department to 

the cou11ty treasurer, the treasurer shall hold the 

certificate of ownership until the vehicle is properly 

registered. 

(3) In the event of a transfer by operation of law of 

any interest in a motor vehicle as upon inheritance, devise, 

or bequest, ord0r in bankruptcy or insolvency, execution 
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sale, repossession upon default in the performance of the 

terms of a lease or executory sales contract, or otherwise 

than by voluntary act of the person whose title or interest 

is transferred, the executor, administrator, receiver, 

trustee, sheriff, or other representative or successor in 

interest of the person whose interest is transferred shall 

forward to the department an application for a certificate 

of ownership in the form required by the department £or-an 

er±g¼"a¼--appii~at±on--ror--e--ee~tif±eate---0£---ownersh±p, 

together with a verified or certified statement of the 

transfer of interest. The statement must set forth the 

reasor. for the involunta'!'.'y transfer, t.he i:-.terest 

transferred, the name of the person to whom the interest is 

to be transferred, the process of procedure effecting the 

transfer, and other information requested by the department. 

Evidence and instruments otherwise required by law to effect 

a transfer of legal or equitable title to or an interest in 

chattels as may be required in such cases must be furnished 

with the statement. If the department is satisfied that the 

transfer is regular and that all formalities required by law 

have been complied with, it shall send to the owner, 

conditional sales vendor, lessor, mortgagee, and other 

lienor, as shown by its records, notice of the intended 

transfer and, not less than 5 days after sending notice, 

shall issue a new c~rtificate of ownership and certificate 
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of registration to the transferee. The notice required by 

this section is complied with by deposit in the post office 

in Deer Lodge, Montana, of the notice, postage prepaid, 

addressed to the person at the respective address shown on 

its records. 

{4} When the vehicle certificate of ownership that is 

involuntarily transferred is not registered in this state, 

the procedure in subsection (3) must be followed in applying 

for a new certificate of ownership and certificate of 

registration bttt; however, in lieu of the statement required 

in subsection {3), the department may accept an affidavit of 

repo~session on the form provided by t~e state in which a 

lien has been perfected and the department need not send 

notice of intended transfer and shall issue a new 

certificate of ownership and a new certificate of 

registration to 

certificates. 

the person entitled to them the 

--·--------~ 

(5) (a) If the owner 

trailers, semitrailers, or 

of one or more motor vehicles, 

housetrailers registered under 

this chapter 

dies without 

procuring of 

and not exceeding a combined value of $15,000 

leaving other property necessitating the 

letters of administration or letters 

testamentary, the surviving spouse or other heir unless the 

property is by will otherwise bequeathed may secure transfer 

of the decedent's certificate of ownership and the 
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record of the information required in subsection (1) and 

shall maintain and preserve that record for at least 5 years 

after the date of sale of the motor vehicle to which the 

information pertains. 11 

Section 6. Section 61-3-303, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-3-303. Application for registration. (1) Every 

owner of a motor vehicle operated or driven upon the public 

highways of this state shall for each motor vehicle owned, 

except as herein otherwise expressly provided, file or cause 

to be filed in the office of the county treasurer where the 

owner makes his permanent residence at the time of making 

the application or, if the vehicle is owned by a corporation 

or used primarily for commercial purposes, in the taxing 

jucisdiction of the county where the vehicle is permanently 

assigned, an application for registration or reregistration 

upon a blank form to be prepared and furnished by the 

department. The application shall contain: 

(a) name and address of owner, giving county, school 

district, and town or city within whose corporate limits the 

motor vehicle is taxable, if taxable, or within whose 

corporate limits the owner's residence is located if the 

motor vehicle is not taxable; 

(b) name and address of the holder of any security 

interest in the motor vehicle; 

(c) description of motor vehicle, including make, year 
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model, engine or serial number, manufacturer 1 s model or 

letter, gross weight, type of body, and if truck, the rated 

capacity; and 

tdt--ift--case--0£-~ereg¼~t~etion,-ene-iieense-~~mbe~-for 

ene-preeea±~g-yeBr;-end 

tetJ..il •tleh other information a• that the department 

may require. 

(2) A person who files an application for registration 

or reregistration of a motor vehicle, except of a mobile 

home as defined in 15-1-101(1), shall upon the filing of the 

application pay to the county treasurer: 

(a) the registration fee, as provided in 61-3-311 and 

61-3-321; and 

(b) unless it has been previously paid: 

( i) 

vehicle 

the personal property taxes 

for the current year of 

immediately previous year: or 

assessed against 

registration and 

the 

the 

(ii) the new motor vehicle sales tax against the vehicle 

foe the current year of registration. 

(3) The application may not be accepted by the county 

treasurer unless the payments required by subsection (2) 

accompany the application. The department or its agent may 

not assess and the county treasurer may not collect taxes or 

fees for a period other than: 

{a} the current year; and 
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(b) the immediately previous year, if the vehicle was 

not registered or operated on the highways of the state, 

regardless of the period of time since the vehicle was 

previously registered or operated. 

( 4) The department or its agent may make full and 

complete investigation of the tax status of the vehicle. Any 

applicant for registration or reregistration must submit 

proof from the tax or other appropriate records of the 

proper county at the request of the department or its 

agent." 

Section 7. Section 61-3-305, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-3-305. Blanks to be provided. It ~hail-be is the 

duty of the department to provide blank application forms 

ette½±fti~g--and--provie±~9-£or-~he-¼fl£e~mation-need~d-±~-~aen 

e¼a~~-of-regiserae±o~-req~ired, and to furnish these upon 

request to applicant for registration." 

Section 8. Section 61-3-332, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-3-332. (Temporary) Number plates. (1) EYery ~ motor 

vehicle that is driven upon the streets or highways of 

Montana must display both front and rear number plates, 

bearing the distinctive number assigned the vehicle. The 

number plates are in e¼gh~ lQ_ series: one series for owners 

of motorcars, one for owners of motor vehicles of the 

motorcycle or quadricycle type, one for trailers, one for 

trucks, one for dealers in vehicles of the motorcycle or 

-15-
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1 guadricycle type that bear the distinctive letters 11 MCD 11 or 

2 the letters "MC" and the word "DEALER", one for franchised 

3 dealers in new motorcars (including trucks and trailers) or 

4 new and used motorcars {including trucks and trailers) that 

5 bear the distinctive letter 11 D11 or the word "DEALER", one 

6 for dealers in used motorcars only (including used trucks 
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and trailers) that bear the distinctive letters 1'UD" or the 

letter "U" and the word 11 DEALER", at'ld one for dealers in 

trailers and/or semitrailers (new or used) that bear the 

distinctive letters 11 DTR 11 or the letters "TR 11 and the word 

''DEALER", one for dealers in recreational vehicles that bear 

the distinctive letters '1 RV 1
' or the letter ''R'' and the word 

11 DEALER'1
, and one for special license plates. All markings 

for the aforem~n~ioned various kinds of dealers 1 plates must 

be placed on the number plates assigned thereto in the 

position that the department designates. 

(2) All number plates for motor vehicles must be issued 

for a minimum period of 4 years, bear a distinctive marking, 

and be furnished by the state. In years when number plates 

are not issued, the department shall provide nonrernovable 

stickers bearing appropriate registration numbers that must 

be affixed to the license plates in use. 

{3) Subject to the provisions of this section, the 

department shall create a new design for number plates as 

provided in this section, and it shall manufacture the newly 
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designed number plates for issuance after January 1, 1991, 

to replace, at renewal as required in 61-3-312 and 61-3-314, 

number plates that were displayed on motor vehicles before 

that date. 

(4) In the case of motorcars and trucks, plates must be 

of metal 6 inches wide and 12 inches in length. The outline 

of the state of Montana must be used as a distinctive border 

on such license plates, and the word "M.ontana 0 and the year 

must be placed across the plates. Such registration plates 

must be treated with a reflectorized background material 

according to specifications prescribed by the department, 

(5) The distinctive registration numbers must begin 

with a number one or with a letter-number combination, such 

as 11 A 1 11 or "AA 1 11
, or any other similar combination of 

letters and numbers. The distinctive registration number or 

letter-number combination assigned to the vehicle must 

appear on the plate preceded by the number of the county and 

appearing in horizontal order on the same horizontal 

baseline. The county number must be separated from the 

distinctive registration number by a separation mark unless 

a letter-number combination is used. The dimensions of such 

numerals and letters must be determined by the department, 

and all county and registration numbers must be of equal 

height. 

(6) For the use of tax-exempt motor vehicles, in 
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addition to the markings herein provided iQ this _§ection, 

number plates must he~~--thereoft bear the following 

distinctive markings: 

{a) For vehicles owned by the state, the department may 

designate the prefix number for the various state 

departments. All numbered plates issued to state departments 

must bear the words "State Owned", and no year number may be 

indicated thereon because these numbered plates are of a 

permanent nature and will be replaced by the department only 

w~er. the physical condition of numbered plates requires it. 

(b) For vehicles that are owned by the counties, 

municipalities, irrigation districts organized under the 

laws of Montana and not operating for profit, and school 

districts and that are used and operated by officials and 

employees thereof in line of duty and for vehicles on loan 

from the United States government or the state of Montana 

to, or owned by, the civil air patrol and used and operated 

by officials and employees thereof in the line of duty, 

there must be placed on the number plates assigned thereto, 

in a position that the department may designate, the letter 

"X" or the word 11 EXEMPT 11
• Distinctive registration numbers 

for plates assigned to motor vehicles of each of the 

counties in the state and those of the municipalities and 

school districts situated within each of the counties and 

those of the irrigation districts that obtain plates within 

-18-



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

LC 1117/01 

each county must begin with number one and be numbered 

consecutively. Because these number plates are of a 

permanent nature, they are subject to replacement by the 

department only when the physical condition of the number 

plates requires it and a year number may not be displayed on 

the number plates. 

(7) On all number plates assigned to motor vehicles of 

the truck and trailer type, other than tax-exempt trucks and 

tax-exempt trailers, there must appear the letter 11 T 11 or the 

word ''TRUCK 11 on plates assigned to trucks and the letters 

"TR" or the word "TRAILER 11 on plates assigned to trailers 

and housetrailers. The letters 11 MC'' or the word ''C~CLE'' must 

appear on plates assigned to vehicles of the motorcycle or 

quadricycle type. 

(8) Number plates issued to a passenger car, truck, 

trailer, or vehicle of the motorcycle or quadricycle type 

may be transferred only to a replacement passenger car, 

truck, trailer, or motorcycle- or quadricycle-type vehicle. 

No registration or license fee may be assessed upon a 

transfer of a number plate under 61-3-317 and 61-3-335. 

(9) For the purpose of this chapter, the several 

counties of the state are assigned numbers as follows: 

Silver Bow, l; Cascade, 2; Yellowstone, 3; Missoula, 4; 

Lewis and Clark, 5; Gallatin, 6; Flathead, 7; Fergus, 8; 

Powder River, 9; Carbon, 10; Phillips, 11; Hill, 12; 
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Ravalli, 13; Custer, 14; Lake, 15; Dawson, 16; Roosevelt, 

17; Beaverhead, 18; Chouteau, 19; Valley, 20; Toole, 21; Big 

Horn, 22; Musselshell, 23; Blaine, 24; Madison, 25; Pondera, 

26; Richland, 27; Powell, 28; Rosebud, 29; Deer Lodge, 30; 

Teton, 31; Stillwater, 32; Treasure, 33; Sheridan, 34; 

Sanders, 35; Judith Basin, 36; Daniels, 37; Glacier, 38; 

Fallon, 39; Sweet Grass, 40; McCone, 41; Carter, 42; 

Broadwater, 43; Wheatland, 44; Prairie, 45; Granite, 46; 

Meagher, 47; Liberty, 48; Park, 49; Garfield, 50; Jefferson, 

51; Wibaux, 52; Golden Valley, 53; Mineral, 54; Petroleum, 

55; Lincoln, 56. Any new counties must be assigned numbers 

by the depart.menc as they may be formed, beginning with the 

number 57. 

(10) Each tyEe of special license plate approved by the 

legislature, except collegiate license plates authorized in 

61-3-463, must be a separate series of plates, numbered as 

provided in subsection (5), except that the county number 

must be replaced by a nonremovable design or decal 

designating the group or organization to which the applicant 

belongs. Unless otherwise specifically stated in this 

section, the special plates are subject to the same rules 

and laws as govern the issuance of regular license plates! 

must be placed or mounted on a vehicle owned by the person 

who is eligible to receive them, and must be removed upon 

sale or other disposition of the vehicle. The special 
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license plates must be issued to national guard members, 

former prisoners of war, handicapped persons, reservists, 

and disabled veterans, who comply with the following 

provisions: 

(a) An active member of the Montana national guard may 

be issued a special license plate with a design or decal 

displaying the letters "NG''. The adjutant general shall 

issue to each active member of the Montana national guard a 

certificate authorizing the division to issue one set of 

national guard plates, and the member shall surrender the 

plates to the division upon becoming ineligible to use them. 

(b) An active member of the reserve armed forces of the 

United States of America who is a resident of this state may 

be issued a special license plate with a design or decal 

displaying the following: United States army reserve, AR 

(symbol); United States naval reserve, NR (anchor); United 

States air force reserve, AFR (symbol); United States marine 

corps reserve, MCR (globe and anchor). The commanding 

officer of each armed forces reserve unit shall issue to 

each eligible member of the reserve unit a certificate 

authorizing the issuance of one set of plates. The member 

shall surrender the plates to the division upon becoming 

ineligible to use them. 

(C) A resident of Montana who is a veteran of the armed 

forces of the United States and who is 100% disabled because 
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of an injury that has been determined by the veterans' 

administration to be service-connected may, U.E_On 

e_resentation to the division of £roof of the 100% 

disability, be issued a special license plate under this 

section with a design or decal displaying the letters "DV 1
'. 

(i) The fee for original or renewal registration by a 

100% disabled veteran for a passenger vehicle or a truck 

with a GVW-rated capacity of 1 ton or less is $5 and is in 

lieu of all other fees and taxes for that vehicle under this 

1::bapte!..:._ 

(ii) Special license plates issued to a disabled veteran 

are not transferrable to another person. 

(iii) A disabled veteran is not entitled to a special 

license plate for more than one vehicle. 

(iv) A vehicle lawfully displaying a disabled veteran's 

plate and that is conveying a 100% disabled veteran is 

entitled to the parking privileges allowed a handicapped 

p_erson's vehicle under this title. 

(d) A Montana resident who is a veteran of the armed 

forces of the United States and was captured and held 

prisoner by a military force of a foreign nation, documented 

by his service record, may upon application and presentation 

of proof be issued a special license plate with a design or 

decal displaying the words ''ex-prisoner of war 11 or an 

abbreviation as the depart;nen_t considers appropriate. 
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(e) A Montana resident who is eligible to receive a 

special parking permit under 49-4-301 may, upon ~ritten 

application on a form prescribed by the department, be 

issued a special license plate with a design or decal 

bearing a representation of a wheelchair as the symbol of 

the handicapped person. (Terminates July l, 1996--sec. 4, 

Ch. 654, L. 1989.) 

61-3-332. (Effective July 1, 1996) Number plates. (1) 

Bve~y ~ motor vehicle that is driven upon the streets or 

highways of Montana must display both front and rear number 

plates, bearing the distinctive number assigned the vehicle. 

The number plates are in eight :o series: 00e oeri~s for 

owners of motorcars, one for owners of motor vehicles of the 

motorcycle or quadricycle type, one for trailers, one for 

trucks, one for dealers in vehicles of the motorcycle or 

quadricycle type that bear the distinctive letters "M.CD'' or 

the letters "MC" and the word 0 DEALER", one for franchised 

dealers in new motorcars (including trucks and trailers) or 

new and used motorcars (including trucks and trailers) that 

bear the distinctive letter "D 11 or the word 11 DEALER", one 

for dealers in used motorcars only (including used trucks 

and trailers) that bear the distinctive letters "UD 0 or the 

letter 11 0 11 and the word ''DEALER'', ~nd one for dealers in 

trailers and/or semitrailers (new or used) that bear the 

distinctive letters 11 DTR" or the letters "TR" and the word 
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' 1 DEALER", one for dealers in recreational vehicles that bear 

the distinctive letters "RV" or the letter "R" and the word 

"DEALER", and one for special license plates. All markings 

for the afe~emen~±o"ed various kinds of dealers' plates must 

be placed on the number plates assigned thereto 

position that the department designates. 

in the 

(2) All number plates for motor vehicles must be issued 

for a minimum period of 4 years, bear a distinctive marking, 

and be furnished by the state. In years when number plates 

are not issued, the department shall provide nonremovable 

stickers bearing appropriate registration numbers that must 

be affixed to the license plates in use. 

(3) Subject to the provisions of this section, the 

department shall create a new design for number plates as 

provided in this section, and it shall manufacture the newly 

designed number plates for issuance after January 1, 1991, 

to replace, at renewal as required in 61-3-312 and 61-3-314, 

number plates that were displayed on motor vehicles before 

that date. 

(4) In the case of motorcars and trucks, number plates 

must be of metal 6 inches wide and 12 inches in length. For 

number plates issued after 1976, the outline of the state of 

Montana must be used as a distinctive border on such license 

plates, and the word "Montana" and the year must be placed 

across the bottom of the plates. Such registration plates 
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must be treated with a reflectorized background material 

according to specifications prescribed by the department. 

{5) The distinctive registration numbers must begin 

with a number one or with a letter-number combination, such 

as "A l" or 11 AA l", or any other similar combination of 

letters and numbers and be numbered consecutively for each 

series of plates. The distinctive registration number or 

letter-number combination assigned to the vehicle must 

appear on the plate preceded by the number of the county and 

appearing in horizontal order on the same horizontal 

baseline. The county number must be separated from the 

distinctive registration number by a separation mark unless 

a letter-number combination is used. The dimensions of such 

numerals and letters must be determined by the department, 

and all county and registration numbers must be of equal 

height. 

(6) For the use of tax-exempt motor vehicles, in 

addition to the markings herein provided, number plates must 

have thereon the following distinctive markings: 

{a) For vehicles owned by the state, the department may 

designate the prefix number for the various state 

departments. All numbered plates issued to state departments 

must bear the words "State Owned", and no year number may be 

indicated thereon because these numbered plates are of a 

permanent nature and will be replaced by the department only 
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when the physical condition of numbered plates requires it. 

(b} For vehicles that are owned by the counties, 

municipalities, irrigation districts organized under the 

laws of Montana and not operating for profit, and school 

districts and that are used and operated by officials and 

employees thereof in line of duty and for vehicles on loan 

from the United States government or the state of Montana 

to, or owned by, the civil air patrol and used and operated 

by officials and employees thereof in the line of duty, 

there must be placed on the number plates assigned thereto, 

in a position that the department may designate, the letter 

11 X' 1 or the word "EXEMPT''. Distinctive registration numbers 

for plates assigned to motor vehicles of each of the 

counties in the state and those of the municipalities and 

school districts situated within each of the counties and 

those of the irrigation districts that obtain plates within 

each county must begin with number one and be numbered 

consecutively. Because these number glates are of a 

permanent nature, they are subject to replacement by the 

department only when the physical condition of the number 

plates requires it and a year number may not be displayed on 

the number E!ate~~ 

(7) On all number plates assigned to motor vehicles of 

the truck and trailer type, other than tax-exempt trucks and 

tax-exempt trailers, there must appear the letter ''T'' or the 
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word 11 TRUCK 11 on plates assigned to trucks and the letters 

"TR 11 or the word 11 TRAILER 11 on plates assigned to trailers 

and housetrailers. The letters ''MC" or the word ~CYCLE'' must 

appear on plates assigned to vehicles of the motorcycle or 

quadricycle type. 

(8) Number plates issued to a passenger car, truck, 

trailer, or vehicle of the motorcycle or quadricycle type 

may be transferred only to a replacement passenger car, 

truck, trailer, or motorcycle- or quadricycle-type vehicle. 

No registration or license fee may be assessed upon a 

transfer of a number plate under 61-3-317 and 61-3-335. 

(9) For tne purpose of this ~hapt~r, the severa:. 

counties of the state 

Silver Bow, li Cascade, 

are assigned 

2; Yellowstone, 

numbers as follows: 

3; Missoula, 4; 

Lewis and Clark, 5; Gallatin, 6; Flathead, 7; Fergus, 8; 

Powder River, 9; Carbon, 10; 

Ravalli, 13; Custer, 14; Lake, 15; 

Phillips, 

Dawson, 

11; 

16; 

Hill, 12; 

Roosevelt, 

17; Beaverhead, 18; Chouteau, 19; Valley, 20; Toole, 21; Big 

Horn, 22; Musselshell, 23; Blaine, 24; Madison, 25; Pondera, 

26; Richland, 27; Powell, 28; Rosebud, 29; Deer Lodge, 30; 

Teton, 31; Stillwater, 32; Treasure, 33; Sheridan, 34; 

Sanders, 35; Judith Basin, 36; Daniels, 37; Glacier, 38; 

Fallon, 39; Sweet Grass, 40; McCone, 41; Carter, 

Broadwater, 43; Wheatland, 44; Prairie, 45; Granite, 

42; 

46; 

Meagher, 47; Liberty, 48; Park, 49; Garfield, 50; Jefferson, 
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51; Wibaux, 52; Golden Valley, 53; Mineral, 54; Petroleum, 

55; Lincoln, 56. Any new counties must be assigned numbers 

by the department as they may be formed, beginning with the 

number 57. 

(10) Each type of special license plate approved by the 

legislature, except collegiate license plates authorized in 

61-3-463, must be a separate series of plates, numbe~ed as 

provided in subsection (5), except that the county number 

must be replaced by a nonremovable design or decal 

designating the group or organization to which the applicant 

belongs. Unless otherwise specifically stated in this 

section, the special plates are subject to the same rules 

and laws as govern the issuance of regular license plates, 

must be placed or mounted on a vehicle owned by the person 

who is eligible to receive them, and must be removed upon 

sale or other disposition of the vehicle. The special 

license f>_lates must be issued to national guard members, 

former ~son~!__E_ of -~ar ,_ handicapped persons, reservists, 

and disabled veterans, who comply with the following 

provisions: 

(a) An active member of the Montana national guard may 

be issued a special license plate with a design or decal 

displaying the letters "NG". The adjutant general shall 

issue to each active member of the Montana national guard a 

certificate authorizin3 the division to issue one set of 
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national guard plates, and the member shall surrender the 

plates to the division upon becoming ineligible to use them. 

(b) An active member of the reserve armed forces of the 

United States of America who is a resident of this state may 

be issued a special license plate with a design or decal 

displaying the following: united States army reserve, AR 

(symbol}; United States naval reserve, NR (anchor); united 

States air force reserve, AFR (symbol); United States marine 

corps reserve, MCR (globe and anchor). The commanding 

officer of each armed forces reserve unit shall issue to 

each eligible member of the reserve unit a certificate 

authorizing the issuance of one set of plates. The member 

shall surrender the plates to the division upon becoming 

ineligible to use them. 

(c} A resident of Montana who is a veteran of the armed 

forces of the United States and who is 100% disabled because 

of an injury that has been determined by the veterans' 

administration to be service-connected may, UJ?_on 

2_resentation to the division of J?_roof of the 100% 

Oisability, be issued a special license plate under this 

section with a design or decal displaying the letters '1 DV". 

(i) The fee for original or renewal registration by a 

100% disabled veteran for a passenger vehicle or a truck 

with a GVW-rated capacity of 1 ton or less is $5 and is in 

lieu of all other fees and taxes for that vehicle under this 
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cha~ 

(ii) special license plates issued to a disabled veteran 

are not transferrable to another person. 

(iii) A disabled veteran is not entitled to a special 

license plate for more than one vehicle. 

(iv} A vehicle lawfully displaying a disabled veteran's 

plate and that is conveying a 100% disabled veteran is 

entitled to the parking privileges allowed a handicapped 

person's vehicle under this title. 

(d) A Montana resident who is a veteran of the armed 

forces of the United Staces and was captured and held 

prisoner by a military force of a foreign nation, documented 

by his service record, may upon application and presentation 

of proof be issued a special license plate with a design or 

decal displaying the words ''ex-prisoner of war" or an 

abbreviation as the department considers appropriate. 

(e) A Montana resident who is eligible to receive a 

special parking_ permit under 49-4-301 may, upon written 

application on a form prescribed by the department, be 

issued a special license plate with a design or decal 

bearing a representation of a wheelchair as the symbol of 

the handica~erson." 

Section 9. Section 61-3-333, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-3-333. Replacing number plates. In the event of 

loss, muti ldt ion, or destruction of number plates, and/or 
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validation devices, the owner of the registered motor 

vehicle may obtain from the department duplicates thereof or 

replacements of the number plates upon filing sworn 

declaration showing ~tte~ that fact and payment of a fee of 

$2. In the event of loss, mutilation, or destruction of 

pioneer plates, duplicates may be obtained in the same 

manner upon payment of a fee of $5. 11 

Section 10. Section 61-3-465, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-3-465. Issuance -- application -- additional fee -­

disposition. (l) The department shall issue or renew 

collegiate license plates upon receipt of an application 

that shows: 

(a) compliance with 61-3-303,-6¼-3-394, 61-3-311, and 

61-3-312; and 

(b) payment to the county treasurer of: 

(i) an initial application and manufacturing fee of 

$2.50, when required; and 

{ii) an annual scholarship donation of $20 for the 

benefit of the institution named in the application. 

(2) Once each month the county treasurer shall transfer 

to the state treasurer the total of the amounts collected 

for: 

(a) the initial application and manufacturing fee for 

deposit in the Montana state prison industries account in 

the proprietary fund for appropriation by the legislature to 
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pay the cost of manufacturing collegiate license plates; and 

(b) scholarship donations provided for in subsection 

(l)(b)(ii), along with a schedule showing the number of 

collegiate license plates issued and the total donations 

received for the benefit of each institution. 

(3) Once each month the state treasurer shall 

distribute to the student academic scholarship fund or 

foundation of each institution an amount equal to the total 

donations credited to that institution and transferred to 

the state treasurer by the county treasurers during the 

preceding rnonth. 11 

Section 11. Section 61-3-510, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-3-510. Weed control fee. (1) A special weed control 

fee of $1.50 must be assessed on the annual registration or 

reregistration of each motor vehicle subject to 

registration. The fee must be collected by the county 

treasurer. 

(2) For purposes of this section, 

includes: 

motor 

(a) motor vehicle as defined in 61-1-102; 

(b) motorcycle as defined in 61-1-105; 

vehicle 

(c) motor-driven cycle as defined in 61-1-106; and 

(d) quadricycle as defined in 61-1-133. 

(3) The following vehicles are exempt from the fee: 

{a) vehicles awned or controlled by the United States 
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or a state, county, or city; 

{b) vehicles exempt from payment of registration fees 

by 6l-3-32ltTtfil; and 

(c) vehicles or equipment which is not self-propelled 

or which requires towing when moved upon a highway of this 

state." 

Section 12. Section 61-3-601, MCA, is amended to read: 

•61-3-601. Penalty for violations. Except as otherwise 

provided, a violation of any of the provisions of this 

chapter is a misdemeanor and is punishable by a fine not 

exceeding $~5 $500. Nothing ee~~a±ned-here±~ in this section 

prevents the prosecution of a person for an offense 

committed under any other law. 11 

Section 13. Section 61-3-604, MCA, is amended to read: 

•61-3-604. Penalty for altering identification number. 

{l) A person who willfully removes or falsifies an 

identification number of a motor vehicle or motor vehicle 

engine is guilty of a misdemeanor. 

(2) Any person or persons, firm, or corporation whieh 

that sells or offers for sale in this state a vehicle the 

original vehicle identification number of which has been 

destroyed, removed, altered, covered, or defaced,-w±th-tne 

~xeept±on-of-eleetr±e~~¼y-prope¼¼ed-vehietes, is guilty of a 

misdemeanor and upon conviction thereof shall be punished by 

a fine of not less than $200 or more than $500 and by 
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imprisonment in the county jail for a term of not less than 

30 days or more than 180 days. Upon a second or subsequent 

conviction under this subsection, the punishment shall be 

imprisonment in the state prison for a term of not less than 

1 year or more than 5 years or a fine in an amount not to 

exceed $50,000, or both such fine and imprisonment." 

Section 14. Section 61-4-101, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-4-101. Application for dealer's license. (1) Every 

person, firm, corporation, or association which, for 

commission or profit, engages in the business of buying, 

selling, exchanging, offering, taking for consignment, 

soliciting, advertising che sale of, or acting as a broker 

of new motor vehicles, recreational vehicles, used motor 

vehicles, trailers (except trailers having an unloaded 

weight of less than 500 pounds), semitrailers, or special 

mobile equipment as defined in 61-1-104 shall file, by mail 

or otherwise, in the office of the department a verified 

application for licensure as a dealer, on a blank to be 

furnished by the department for that purpose and containing 

the information required. The application and all of the 

information contained in it must be verified by the Mo"~e"a 

n±ghway--~atroi ~artment. Each application must be 

accompanied by the license fee specified in 61-4-102. A 

deale~•s license must be renewed and paid for annually, and 

an appl ic,:it iun fol relicensure must be filed not later than 
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January 1 of each year. If an application for renewal of a 

license has been received by the department prior to the 

expiration of the license, the dealer may operate his 

business and display dealer plates under the expired license 

between January land February 15 following expiration. 

(2) To qualify for licensure and the issuance and use 

of 11 0 11
, ''OD", "RV", 11 DTR", or "MCD 11 plates as hereinafter 

provided, the applicant must furnish the following 

information and qualify under the following provisions; 

{a) To qualify as a new motor vehicle dealer and for 

the use of "D 11 plates, the applicant must: 

(i) state the name under which the business is to be 

conducted and the location of the premises (street address, 

city, county, and state) where records are kept, sales are 

made, and stock of motor vehicles is displayed; 

(ii) state the name and address of all owners or persons 

having an interest in the business, provided that in the 

case of a corporation, the names and addresses of the 

president and secretary are sufficient; 

(iii) state the name and make of all motor vehicles 

handled and the name and address of the manufacturer, 

importer, or distributor with whom the applicant has a 

written new motor vehicle franchise or sales agreement; 

(iv) execute a certificate to the effect that the 

applicant has a permanent building for the display and sale 
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of new motor vehicles at the location of the premises where 

sales are conducted; 

{v) execute a certificate to the effect that the 

applicant has a bona fide service department for the repair, 

service, and maintenance of motor vehicles; and 

(vi) execute a certificate to the effect that the 

applicant is a bona fide dealer in new motor vehicles and 

that he is recognized by a manufacturer, importer, or 

distributor as a dealer in new motor vehicles. 

(b} To qualify as a used motor vehicle dealer and for 

the use of 11 UD" plates ot"L as a recreational vehicle deal~..£ 

and for the use of "RV" plates, as a trailer, semitrailer, 

or special mobile equipment dealer and for the use of 11 DTR 11 

platesL or as a motorcycle or quadricycle dealer and for the 

use of "MCD 1
' plates, the applicant mt1st: shall, in addition 

to the matters set forth in subsections Ii) and {ii) of 

subsection (2)(a) above, provide: 

(i) a statement that the applicant has a building or 

lot and a sign readable at a minimum distance of 150 feet 

indicating the firm name as the principal place of business 

and that vehicles are offered for sale; and 

(ii) a certificate to the effect that the applicant is a 

bona fide dealer in used motor vehicles, recreational 

vehicles, trailers, semitrailers, special mobile equipment, 

motorcycles, or quadricycles. An applicant for a 
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recreational vehicle dealer license mttst shall also indicate 

on the same certificate that he is recognized by a 

manufacturer, importer, or distributor as a dealer in 

recreational vehicles. 

(c) To qualify for a used motor vehicle dealer 1 s 

license, a person mttst shall submit an annual application 

for that license and comply with the provisions of 

61-4-102(5) in addition to fulfilling the requirements of 

subsection (2){b). 

(d) The provisions of s~bsecti~n {2}(c} do not apply to 

an applicant who is licensed as a motor vehicle wrecking 

facility under the provisions of Title 75, chapter 10, part 

5. 

(3) (a) The applicant for a dealer's license shall also 

file with his application a good and sufficient bond in the 

sum of $5,000, and the bond must be conditioned that the 

applicant shall conduct his business in accordance with the 

requirements of the law. All bonds must run to the state of 

Montana, must be approved by the department and filed in its 

office, and must be renewed annually. 

(b) A person who suffers loss or damage due to the 

unlawful conduct of a dealer licensed under this section 

shall obtain a judgment from a court of competent 

jurisdiction prior to collecting the judgment from the 

department. The department is responsible for payment under 
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this section, in an amount not to exceed the maximum bond 

amount, only if the judgment on which the payment is based 

determines a specific loss or damage amount and concludes 

that the dealer's unlawful operation caused the loss or 

damage." 

Section 15. Section 61-6-302, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-6-302. Proof of compliance. t%t-Bx~epe-a~--prow±de0 

in-~tlbseetion-tit,-be£e~e-~ny-applieant-reqtt±red-to-reg±ste~ 

k±~--ffleeor--~eniele-may-do-~o,-the-appl±eant-mtl~e-eert~fy-ee 

tne--eounty--tt'ea~~re~--that--he--pos~e~~e~--a~---atttomob±le 

½iability-in~ttranee-po±±ey,-a-eertif±eate-o£-selt-in9ttranee, 

or--a--posted--indemnity--bond-or-that-he-±e-el±g±b%e-for-an 

exempt±on-ttnder-6½-6-303-eo~er±ng--the--moter--vehiele,--The 

eerti~ieation---shell---be--on--a--form--preseribed--by--the 

department,--~he--department--may--il'l'U'l\ed±ately--eaneel---the 

regi~tration---and---lieen~e--p½ate~--of--the--veh¼ele--tt~en 

not±fteation--that--the--in~ttranee--eert±£±eat±on--wa$---not 

eorreet½y-repre~ented,-Any-per~on-who-intent±onally-prow±de~ 

fal~e-informetion-on-an-in~ttranee-eereitieation-is-~tt¼ity-of 

ttnsworn-fa~~if±~atioft-te-attehor±tie~,-pttnishab½e-a9-pro•ided 

in-45-1-~03T 

tit--An--eppl±eaftt--Eer--regi$t~atioft-of-a-moto~-vehieie 

wh~-wishes-to-reg±~ter-tke--vehiele--by--ma±i--m~~t--9i9n--e 

~t6tement--on--t~e-appiieatien-~~atin9-that-the-a~piieant-is 

in-e~mplianee-with--the-Eina~eial-iiab±%ity--require~ents--oE 
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6¼-6-38¼~ 

t3tl!l An owner of a motor vehicle who ceases to 

maintain the insurance or bond required under 61-6-301 or 

whose certificate of self-insurance is canceled or whose 

vehicle ceases to be exempt under 61-6-303 shall immediately 

surrender the registration and license plates for the 

vehicle to the county treasurer for delivery to the 

8 department and may not operate or permit operation of the 

9 

10 

vehicle in Montana until insurance has again been furnished 

as required and the vehicle is again registered and 

11 licensed. 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

t4tl1.l Every~ person shall carry in a motor vehicle 

being operated by him an insurance card approved by the 

department but issued by the insurance carrier to the motor 

vehicle owner as proof of compliance with 61-6-301. A motor 

vehicle operator shall exhibit the insurance card upon 

demand of a justice of the peace, a city or municipal judge, 

a peace officer, a highway patrol officer, or a field deputy 

or inspector of the department. However,-no ~ person charged 

20 with violating this subsection may not be convicted if he 

21 produces in court or the office of the arresting officer 

22 proof of insurance valid at the time of his arrest." 

23 

24 

NEW SECTION. Section 16. Repealer. Sections 10-1-110, 

61-3-304, 61-3-444, 61-3-445, 61-3-447, 61-3-451, and 

25 61-3-505, MCA, are repealed. 
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NEW SECTION. Section 17. Instructions to code 

commissioner. To conform with the provisions of [this act), 

the code commissioner shall make the following revisions: 

(l) 1n 49-4-302(2) and (3), change 61-3-451 to 

61-3-332(10)(c); 

12) in 49-4-304(1), change 61-3-445 to 61-3-332(10)(e); 

(3) in 61-3-313(3), change 61-3-451 to 61-3-332(10)(c); 

(4) in 61-3-446, change: 

(a) 61-3-444 to 61-3-332(10)id); 

(b) 61-3-445 to 61-3-332(10)(e); 

(c) 61-3-447 to 61-3-332(10)(b); and 

(d) 61-3-451 to 61-3-332(10)(c); 

(5) in 61-3-452, 61-3-453, 61-3-454, 61-3-455, and 

61-3-504(2), change 63-3-451 to 61-3-332(10)(c); 

(6) in 61-3-507, delete "and 61-3-505" at the end of 

subsection (1) in the temporary version and at the end of 

17 the permanent version. 

-End-
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STATE OF MONTANA - FISCAL NOTE 
Form BD-15 

In compliance with a written request, there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note for SB0191, as int:roduced. 

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION: 

The proposed legislation would generally revise motor vehicle registration and titling laws; delete the requirement for 
certification of liability insurance on the registration receipt; provide for the issuance of special-purpose license plates 
by creating a generic plate with a design or decal indicating the special purpose; creating a new class of dealer plate for 
recreational vehicle dealers; allowing for replacement plates i11stead of issuing duplicate plates; and other related 
provisions. 

ASSUMPTIQ1'1S: 

1. There will be 6,000 summons written and collected each year of the 1993 biennium by Justice of the Peace courts in 
connection with motor vehicle violations under Title 61, Chapter 3, MCA. The average amount collected under current law 
is $25 per summons and is estimated to increase to $35 under the proposed law, in connection with the increase in the 
maximum fine from $25 to $500. It is further assumed that the effective date for the increase will be October 1, 1991. 

2. Most of the changes in the bill represent cleanup or c0r,s0lida:::ion of existing la-.,; therefore, no material impact is 
estimated on expenditures of the Motor Vehicle Division or other divisions of the Department of Justice. 

3. Fiscal impact is calculated based on an effective date of October 1, 1991, since no date is specified. 

FISCAL IMPA~T: 

Revenues: 
Revenue from motor vehicle violations (Title 61, Chapter 3, MCA): 

General Fund (01) 
State Special (02) 
County Revenue 

Total 

Current Law 
17,250 
57,750 
7_5 000 

150,000 

FY 92 
E'xoposed Ls·., 

22.425 
75,075 
97~500 

195,000 

EFFECI_ ON COUltll__ OR OTH_E_R_l.._OCAL REVE:'JUES OR _E_XPENDITURE__S_; 

Difference 
5,175 

17,325 
22,500 
45,000 

Current Law 
17,250 
57,750 
75 ,OOQ 

150,000 

FY_9_3_ 
Proposed Law 

24,150 
80,850 

105 000 
210.000 

Difference 
6,900 

23,100 
30,000 
60,000 

Counties would lw e~pected to receive additional revenue ii, s,-;;t:-2wlde amounts 
from additiorµJ fine~ collected throui;h Justice of the Peaces coun:s. 

of $2i'. 500 during FY92 and $30.000 during FY93 

~ 1 

ROD SUNDSTED. BUDGET DIRECTOR DATE THOMAS A. (TOM) 
Office of Budget and Progr;sm Planning 

Fi seal Note f,,1· '.,l)l_ll ':>l.~_;_,s introduce<:I_ ~s ,,, 
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ON HIGHWAYS & TRANSPORTATION 

SENATE BILL NO. 191 

INTRODUCED BY T. BECK 

BY REQUEST OF THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO GENERALLY REVISE 

MOTOR VEHICLE REGISTRATION AND TITLING LAWS; DELETING THE 

REQUIREMENT FOR CERTIFICATION OF LIABILITY INSURANCE ON THE 

REGISTRATION RECEIPT; PROVIDING FOR THE ISSUANCE OF 

SPECIAL-PURPOSE LICENSE PLATES, INCLUDING LICENSE PLATES 

ISSUED TO SURVIVORS OF THE PEARL HARBOR ATTACK, BY CREATING 

A GENERIC PLATE WITH A DESIGN OR DECAL INDICATING THE 

SPECIAL PURPOSE; CREATING A NEW CLASS OF DEALER PLATE FOR 

RECREATIONAL VEHICLE DEALERS; ALLOWING FOR REPLACEMENT 

PLATES INSTEAD OF ISSUING DUPLICATE LICENSE PLATES; REMOVING 

THE EXCEPTION FOR ELECTRICALLY DRIVEN VEHICLES IN THE 

VEHICLE IDENTIFICATION NUMBER STATUTE; TRANSFERRING THE DUTY 

OF INSPECTING DEALERS FROM THE HIGHWAY PATROL TO THE MOTOR 

VEHICLE DIVISION; PROVIDING THAT EXEMPT PLATES BE REISSUED 

ONLY WHEN DAMAGED OR DESTROYED; INCREASING THE PENALTY FOR 

VIOLATING VEHICLE TITLING, REGISTRATION, OR TAXATION LAWS; 

REDUCING THE ALLOCATION OF GASOLINE TAX FUNDS TO A COUNTY 

FOR FAILURE TO ENFORCE THE PROOF OF COMPLIANCE PROVISION; 

VOIDING HOUSE BILL NO. 98; AMENDING SECTIONS 15-70-101, 

61-1-130, 61-3-101, 61-3-201, 61-3-205, 61-3-206, 61-3-303, 

61-3-305, 61-3-332, 61-3-333, 61-3-465, 61-3-510, 61-3-601, 

~-,,. ......... ,ou=• 
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61-3-604, AND 61-4-101, ANB--6¼-6-38iT MCA; AND REPEALING 

SECTIONS 10-1-110, 61-3-304, 61-3-444, 61-3-445, 61-3-447, 

61-3-451, AND 61-3-505, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 61-1-130, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-1.-130. Motor home. 11 Motor home" as used in 61-3-521 

and 61-3-522 means a ~e¼f-prope¼¼ed motor vehicle origina¼±y 

de~i9ned--or--perme~en~¼y--e¼tereft--~o---pro¥iee---temporary 

£aei½iei@s-£or-reereetio"at7 -trave¼,-or-eamp±ftg-tt9e~ 

(1) designed to provide temporary living quarters, 

built as an integral part of or permanently attached to a 

self-propelled motor vehicle chassis or van; 

(2} containing permanently installed independent life 

support systems that meet the ANSI/A119.2 standard; and 

(3) providing at least four of the following types of 

facilities: 

(a) cooking, refrigeratio~r ic~bo!_l 

ill._ sel.f_-conta~!_l~ toilet; 

(c) heating or air-conditioning, or both; 

(d) potable water supply, including a faucet and sink; 

or 

(e) separate 110-volt or 125-volt electrical power 

supply or a liquified petroleum gas supply, or both.'' 

Section 2. Section 61-3-101, MCA, is amended to read: 

SECOND READING 
-2- SB 191 
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"61-3-101. Duties of departaent records. (l) The 

department shall keep a record as hereina£~er specified in 

this section of all motor vehicles, trailers, and 

semitrailers of every kind, and of certificates of 

registration and ownership ~~erect of those vehicles, and of 

all manufacturers and dealers in motor vehicles. 

(2) In the case of motor vehicles, trailers, and 

semitrailers, the record sha¼¼ ~ show the following: 

(a) name of owner, residence by town and county, and 

business address; 

(b) name and address of conditional sales vendor, 

mortgagee, or other lienholder and amount due under contract 

or lien; 

(c) manufacturer of ear vehicle; 

(d) manufacturer's designation of style of ear--or 

vehicle; 

(e) identifying number; 

(f) year of manufacture; 

(g) character of motive power and shipping weight of 

ear vehicle as shown by the manufacturer; 

(h) the distinctive license number assigned to the 

vehicle if any; 

(i) if a truck or trailer, the number of tons' capacity 

or GVW if imprinted on manufacturer's identification plate: 

(j) except as provided in______§_!__:,3~103, the name and 
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complete address of any holder of a perfected security 

interest in a vehicle; and 

t;t.iJLl. etteh other information as that may from time to 

time be found desirable. 

(3) The department shall file applications for 

registration received by it from the county treasurers of 

the state and register the vehicles ~nereift described~ 

applications and the owners ~hereof of the vehicles in 

suitable books or on index cards, as follows: 

(a) under the distinctive license number assigned to 

the vehicle by the county treasurer, 

(b) alphabetically under the name of the owner; 

(c) numerically under make and identifying number of 

the vehicle; and 

(d) sneh other index of registration as the department 

considers expedient. 

{4) Vehicle registration records and indexes and 

driver's license records and indexes may be maintained by 

electronic recording and storage media. 

(5) In the case of dealers, the records sha¼¼ ~ show 

the information contained in the application for dealer's 

license as required by 61-4-101 through 61-4-105, as well as 

the distinctive license number assigned to the dealer. 

(6) In order to prevent an accumulation of unneeded 

records and files, the department eh8%i-~eve--the--att~her¼ty 

-4- SB 191 
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and--±t--sha¼¼--be--±te has the authority and the duty to 

destroy all records and files wh½eh that have ceased to ee 

oE-any have value. 

(7) The department may establish and maintain a 

short-wave radio station in order to report motor vehicle 

registration information to the highway patrol, to sheriffs, 

and to the chiefs of police of each incorporated city of the 

state who are able to communicate with sttch the short-wave 

radio station. 

(8) All records shaT¼ ~ be open to inspection during 

all reasonable business hours, and the department shall 

furnish any information from the records upon payment by the 

applicant of the cost of transcribing the information 

requested." 

Section 3. Section 61-3-201, MCA, is amended to read: 

•61-3-201. Transfer of interest canceilation of 

erroneous certificate of ownership. (1) Upon a transfer of 

any interest in a motor vehicle registered under the 

provisions of this chapter, the person whose interest is to 

be transferred shall write his signature with pen and ink 

upon the certificate of ownership issued for the vehicle in 

the appropriate space provided ttpon-~he-reve~se-s±de-ef-~fte 

cert±f±e8~e, and the signature must be acknowledged before 

the county treasurer, a deputy county treasurer, or a notary 

public. 
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(2) Within 20 calendar days after endorsement, the 

transferee shall forward both the endorsed certificate of 

ownership with the odometer mileage statement required under 

61-3-206 and the certificate of registration, together with 

the information required under 61-3-202, ta the county 

treasurer, who shall forward them to the department. The 

department may not issue a certificate of ownership or 

certificate of registration until. the outstanding 

certificates are surrendered to that office or their loss is 

established to its reasonable satisfaction. Failure to make 

application within the 20-day grace period subjects the 

transferee to a penalty of $10. The county treasurer shall 

collect the penalty at the time of registration. The penalty 

is in addition to the fees otherwise provided by l.aw. If the 

transferee does not make application within 2S days, a 

creditor or secured party may pay the fees for the transfer 

of title and filing of security interest or lien in order to 

have title transferred to the transferee and have the 

security interest or lien filed. The creditor or secured 

party is not liable for the penalty, registration fees, or 

taxes. The department shall return the certificate of title 

to the county treasurer as provided in 61-3-103(1). When the 

certificate of ownership is returned by the department to 

the county treasurer, the treasurer shall hold the 

certificate of ownership until the vehicle is properly 

-6- SB 191 
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registered. 

(3) In the event of a transfer by operation of law of 

any interest in a motor vehicle as upon inheritance, devise, 

or bequest, order in bankruptcy or insolvency, execution 

sale, repossession upon default in the performance of the 

terms of a lease or executory sales contract, or otherwise 

than by voluntary act of the person whose title or interest 

is transferred, the executor, administrator, receiver, 

trustee, sheriff, or other representative or successor in 

interest of the person whose interest is transferred shall 

forward to the department an application for a certificate 

of ownership in the form required by the department ~er-an 

erigina¼--a~p¼ieation--fer--a--eer~ifieate---oE---ewnersh¼~, 

together with a verified or certified statement of the 

transfer of interest. The statement must set forth the 

reason for the involuntary transfer, the interest 

transferred, the name of the person to whom the interest is 

to be transferred, the process of procedure effecting the 

transfer, and other information requested by the department. 

Evidence and instruments otherwise required by law to effect 

a transfer of legal or equitable title to or an interest in 

chattels as may be required in such cases must be furnished 

with the statement. If the department is satisfied that the 

transfer is regular and that all formalities required by law 

have been complied with, it shall send to the owner, 
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conditional sales vendor, lessor, mortgagee, and other 

lienor, as shown by its records, notice of the intended 

transfer and, not less than 5 days after sending notice, 

shall issue a new certificate of ownership and certificate 

of registration to the transferee. The notice required by 

this section is complied with by deposit in the post office 

in Deer Lodge, Montana, of the notice, postage prepaid, 

addressed to the person at the respective address shown on 

its records. 

(4) When the vehicle certificate of ownership that is 

involuntarily transferred is not registered in this state, 

the procedure in s~bsection (3) must be followed in applying 

for a new certificate of ownership and certificate of 

registration ~tt~; however, in lieu of the statement required 

in subsection (3), the department may accept an affidavit of 

repossession on the form provided by the state in which a 

lien has been perfected and the department need not send 

notice of intended transfer and shall issue a new 

certificate of ownership and a new certificate of 

registration to the person entitled to ~hem the 

certificates. 

(5) (a) If the owner of one or more motor vehicles, 

trailers, semitrailers, or housetrailers registered under 

this chapter and not exceeding a combined value of $15,000 

dies without leaving other property necessitating the 

-8- sa 191 
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procuring of letters of administration or letters 

testamentary, the surviving spouse or other heir unless the 

property is by will otherwise bequeathed may secure transfer 

of the decedent's certificate of ownership and the 

certificate of registration for the vehicle. 

(b) The person seeking transfer of the certificate of 

ownership shall file an affidavit with the department 

setting forth the fact of survivorship and the name and 

address of any other heirs and other facts as are necessary 

under subsection (S)(a) to entitle the affiant to a 

transfer. 

(c) The 

certificate 

department is 

of ownership 

authorized to transfer the 

and certificate of registration, 

subject to all security interests shown by its records, upon 

receipt of an affidavit showing that the affiant is entitled 

to a transfer under the provisions of subsection (S)(a) of 

this section. 

(6) Nothing in subsection (5) prevents any~ secured 

party from assigning his interest in a motor vehicle 

registered under the provisions of this chapter to any other 

person without the consent of and without affecting the 

interest of the holder of the certificate of ownership and 

certificate of registration. Upon any assignment by a 

secured party of his security interest in any motor vehicle 

registered under this chapter, a copy of the assignment must 
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be filed with the department and a record of the assignment 

made upon its records. 

(7) The certificate of ownership is valid until 

canceled by the department upon a transfer of any interest 

shown in the certificate, and annual renewal is not needed. 

(8) (a) Upon its determination that a certificate of 

ownership contains an error caused by the department, the 

department may cancel the certificate of ownership and issue 

a replacement for the erroneous certificate if the owner has 

returned the certificate to be canceled. 

(b) Any person who fails to return a certificate of 

ownership issued with an error caused by the department 

after receiving actual notice of the department 1 s demand for 

the return of the certificate as required by subsection 

(8)(a) is guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction may be 

fined an amount not to exceed $500." 

Section 4. section 61-3-205, MCA, is amended to read: 

•61-3-205. Transfer of ownership of vehicles ·by 

insurance company. (1) When an insurance company or its 

adjuster has taken possession of a motor vehicle as a result 

of settling an insurance claim and transfers ownership of 

the motor vehicle, it shall deliver to the transferee at the 

time of transfer a certificate of ownership signed and 

acknowledged by the registered owner or owners before the 

county treasurer, a deputy county treasurer, or a notary 
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public. 

(2) If the certificate of ownership names one or more 

holders of a perfected security interest in the motor 

vehicle, the insurance company or its adjuster shall also 

secure and deliver to the transferee a release from the 

secured party of the security interest." 

Section 5. Section 61-3-206, MCA, is amended to read: 

-61-3-206w Odometer disclosure requirements on transfer 

of vehicle dealer to preserve record. (1) Except as 

provided in subsection (3), before executing any transfer of 

ownership document relating to a motor vehicle, each seller 

of a motor vehicle shall record on the certificate of 

ownership the odometer reading at the time of transfer or, 

if the certificate of ownership does not provide for the 

recording of the odometer reading, furnish to the purchaser 

a written statement signed by eaeh the seller, who shall 

also print his name on the written statement, containing the 

following information: 

{a) the odometer reading at the time of transfer; 

{bJ the date of transfer; 

{C) the seller's name and current address; 

{d) the purchaser's name and current address; 

{e) the vehicle year, make, model, body style, and 

identification number; 

(f) one of the following statements or certification: 
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{i) a certification by the seller that, to the best of 

his knowledge, the odometer reading reflects the actual 

miles or kilometers the vehicle has been driven; 

(ii} if the seller knows that the odometer reading 

reflects the amount of mileage in excess of the designed 

mechanical odometer limit of 99,999 miles or kilometers, he 

shall include a statement ta that effect; or 

(iii) if the seller knows that the odometer reading 

differs from the number of miles or kilometers the vehicle 

has actually traveled and that the difference is greater 

than that caused by odometer calibration error, he shall 

include a statement that the odometer reading is not the 

actual mileage and should not be relied upon. 

(2) The purchaser shall acknowledge receipt of the 

disclosure statement by signing it and printing his name on 

the disclosure statement. 

(3) The seller of the following types of motor vehicles 

need not disclose the odometer reading of the vehicle as 

required in subsection (1): 

(a) a motor vehicle that is 10 years old or older; 

{b) a vehicle that is not self-propelled; 

(c) a new motor vehicle transferred between dealers 

prior to its first retail sale, unless such vehicle has been 

used as a demonstrator: 

(d) a vehicle having a gross weight rating of more than 
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16,000 pounds; or 

(e) a vehicle sold directly by the manufacturer to an 

agency of the United States. 

(4) A dealer licensed under 61-4-101 shall create a 

record of the information required in subsection (1) and 

shall maintain and preserve that record for at least 5 years 

after the date of sale of the motor vehicle to which the 

information pertains." 

Section 6. Section 61-3-303, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-3-303. Application for registration. (l) Every 

owner of a motor vehicle operated or driven upon the public 

highways of this state shall for each motor vehicle owned, 

except as herein otherwise expressly provided, file or cause 

to be filed in the office of the county treasurer where the 

owner makes his permanent residence at the time of making 

the application or, if the vehicle is owned by a corporation 

or used primarily for commercial purposes, in the taxing 

jurisdiction of the county where the vehicle is permanently 

assigned, an application for registration or reregistration 

upon a blank form to be prepared and furnished by the 

department. The application shall contain: 

(a) name and address of owner, giving county, school 

district, and town or city within whose corporate limits the 

motor vehicle is taxable, if taxable, or within whose 

corporate limits the owner's residence is located if the 
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motor vehicle is not taxable; 

(b) name and address of the holder of any security 

interest in the motor vehicle; 

(c) description of motor vehicle, including make, year 

model, engine or serial number, manufacturer's model or 

letter, gross weight, type of body, and if truck, the rated 

capacity; and 

tdt--±n--ease--ot-reregis~ra~¼on,-~he-¼¼eense-nttmber-rer 

~he-preeed¼ftg-year;-aftd 

tet1£.l_ sueb other information as that the department 

may require. 

(2) A person who files an application for registration 

or reregistration of a motor vehicler except of a mobile 

home as defined in 15-1-101(1), shall upon the filing of the 

application pay to the county treasurer: 

(a) the registration fee, as provided in 61-3-311 and 

61-3-321; and 

(b) unless it has been previously paid: 

(i) the personal property taxes assessed against the 

vehicle for the current year of registration and the 

immediately previous year; or 

(ii) the new motor vehicle sales tax against the vehicle 

for the current year of registration. 

{3) The application may not be accepted by the county 

treasurer unless the payments required by subsection (2) 
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accompany the application. The department or its agent may 

not assess and the county treasurer may not collect taxes or 

fees for a period other than: 

(a) the current year: and 

(b) the immediately previous year, if the vehicle was 

not registered or operated on the highways of the state, 

regardless of the period of time since the vehicle was 

previously registered or operated. 

(4) The department or its agent may make full and 

complete investigation of the tax status of the vehicle. Any 

applicant for registration or reregistration must submit 

proof from the tax or other appropriate records of the 

proper county at the request of the department or its 

agent." 

Section 7. Section 61-3-305, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-3-305. Blanks to be provided. It sha¼¼-be is the 

duty of the department to provide blank application forms 

ott~¼±"±n~--8nd--~ro~¼d±ng-£e~-~~e-inrermacien-needed-±n-e~eh 

e%499-0£-~e9is~re~ien-req~ired, and to furnish these upon 

request to applicant for registration." 

Section 8. section 61-3-332, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-3-332. (Te111POrary) Number plates. (1) .B.-e.-y £<_ motor 

vehicle that is driven upon the str-eets or highways of 

Montana must display both front and rear number plates, 

bearing the distinctive number assigned the vehicle. The 
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number plates are in e¼9h~ 10 ~eries~ one series for owners 

of motorc~rs, one for owners of motor vehicles of the 

motorcycle or guadricycle type, one for trailers, one for 

trucks, one for dealers in vehicles of the motorcycle or 

quadricycle type th,at bear the distinctive letters "MCD" or 

the letters 11 MC" and the word 11 DEALER 11
, one for franchised 

dealers in new motorcars (including trucks and trailers) or 

new ~nd used motorcars {including trucks and trailers) that 

bear the distinctive letter 11 D" or the word "DEALER", one 

for dealers in used motorcars only (including used trucks 

and trailers) that bear the distinctive letters "UD" or the 

letter "U 11 and the word ••oEALER.11
, and one for dealers in 

trailers and/or semitrailers (new or used) that bear the 

distinctive letters "OTR 11 or the letters "TR" and the word 

"DEAI-,ER", one for dealers in recr.eational vehicles that bear 

the distinctive letters "RV" or the letter "R" and the word 

"DEALER", and one for special license plates. All markings 

for the arereme~eie~ed various kinds of dealers' plates must 

be placed on the number plates assigned thereto in the 

position that the d.e~rtment designates. 

(2) All nwn~r plates _for motor vehicles must be issued 

for a minimum period of 4 years, bear a distincr.ive mark_ing, 

and be furnished by the ~tate. In years when number plates 

are not issued_, the department shall provide nonremovable 

stickers bearing appropriate registration numbers th~t must 
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be affixed to the license plates in use. 

(3) Subject to the provisions of this section, the 

department shall create a new design for number plates as 

provided in this section, and it shall manufacture the newly 

designed number plates for issuance after January 1, 1991, 

to replace, at renewal as required in 61-3-312 and 61-3-314, 

number plates that were displayed on motor vehicles before 

that date. 

(4) In the case of motorcars and trucks, plates must be 

of metal 6 inches wide and 12 inches in length. The outline 

of the state of Montana must be used as a distinctive border 

on such license plates, and the word "Montana" and the year 

must be placed across the plates. Such registration plates 

must be treated with a reflectorized background material 

according to specifications prescribed by the department. 

(5) The distinctive registration numbers must begin 

with a number one or with a letter-number combination, such 

as "Al" or "AA 1 11
, or any other similar combination of 

letters and numbers. The distinctive registration number or 

letter-number combination assigned to the vehicle must 

appear on the plate preceded by the number of the county and 

appearing in horizontal order on the same horizontal 

baseline. The county number must be separated from the 

distinctive registration number by a separation mark unless 

a letter-number combination is used. The dimensions of such 
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numerals and letters must be determined by the department, 

and all county and registration numbers must be of equal 

height. 

(6) For the use of tax-exempt motor vehicles, in 

addition to the markings fterein provided in this section, 

number plates must haY~--eftereon bear the following 

distinctive markings: 

(a) For vehicles owned by the state, the department may 

designate the prefix number for the various state 

departments. All numbered plates issued to state departments 

must bear the words "State Owned", and no year number may be 

indicated thereon because these numbered plates are of a 

permanent nature and will be replaced by the department only 

when the physical condition of numbered plates requires it. 

(b) For vehicles that are owned by the counties, 

municipalities, irrigation districts organized under the 

laws of Montana and not operating for profit, and school 

districts and that are used and operated by officials and 

employees thereof in line of duty and for vehicles on loan 

from the United States government or the state of Montana 

to, or owned by, the civil air patrol and used and operated 

by officials and employees thereof in the line of duty, 

there must be placed on the number plates assigned thereto, 

in a position that the department may designate, the letter 

11 X" or the word "EXEMPT". Distinctive registration numbers 
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for plates assigned to motor vehicles of each of the 

counties in the state and those of the municipalities and 

school districts situated within each of the counties and 

those of the irrigation districts that obtain plates within 

each county must begin with number one and be numbered 

consecutively. Because these number £lates are of a 

permanent nature, they are subject to replacement by the 

department only when the physical condition of the number 

plates requires it and a year number may not be displayed on 

the number plates. 

(7) On all number plates assigned to motor vehicles of 

the truck and trailer type, other than ta~-exempt trucks and 

tax-exempt trailers, there must appear the letter 11 T" or the 

word "TRUCK" on plates assigned to trucks and the letters 

"TR" or the word "TRAILER" on plates assigned to trailers 

and housetrailers. The letters "MC" OI:" the word "CYCLE" must 

appear on plates assigned to vehicles of the motorcycle or 

quadricycle type. 

(8) Number plates issued to a passenger car, truck, 

trailer, or vehicle of the motorcycle or quadricycle type 

may be transferred only to a replacement passenger car, 

truck, trailer, or motorcycle- or quadr icycle-type vehicle. 

No registration or license fee may be assessed upon a 

transfer of a number plate under 61-3-317 and 61-3-335. 

(9) For the purpose of this chapter, the several 
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counties of the state are assigned numbers as .follows: 

Silver Bow, 1: Cascade, 2: Yellowstone, 3; Missoula, 4; 

Lewis and Clark, 5; Gallatin, 6; Flathead, 7; Fergus, 8; 

Powder River, 9; Carbon, 10; Phillips, 11; Hill, 12; 

Ravalli, 13; Custer, 14; Lake, 15; Dawson, 16; Roosevelt, 

17; Beaverhead, 18; Chouteau, 19; Valley, 20; Toole, 21; Big 

Horn, 22; Musselshell, 23; Blaine, 24; Madison, 25; Pondera, 

26; Richland, 27; Powell, 28; Rosebud, 29; Deer Lodge, 30; 

Teton, 31; Stillwater, 32; Treasure, 33; Sheridan, 34; 

Sanders, 35; Judith Basin, 36; Daniels, 37; Glacier, 38; 

Fallon, 39; Sweet Grass, 40: McCone, 41; Carter, 42; 

Broadwater, 43; Wh-eatland, 44; Prairie, 45; Granite, 46: 

Meagher, -47; Liberty, 48; Park, 49; Garfield, 50; Jefferson, 

51; Wibaux, 52; Golden Valley, 53; Mineral, 54; Petroleum, 

55; Lincoin, 56. Any new counties must be assigned numbers 

by the department as they may be formed, beginning with the 

number 57. 

{10) Each type of special license plate approved by the 

l·egislature, except collegiate license plates authorized in 

61-3-463, must be a separate series of plates, numbe.red as 

provided in subsection (5), except that the county number 

must be replaced by a nonremovable design or decal 

designating the group or organization to which the applicant 

belongs. Unless otherwise specifically stated in this 

sectionr.______!:he special plates are subject to the same ruLes 
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and laws as govern the issuance of regular license plates, 

must be placed or mounted on a vehicle owned by the person 

who is eligible to receive them, and must be removed upon 

sale or other dispcsition of the vehicle. The special 

license plates must be issued to national guard members, 

former prisoners of war, handicapped persons, reservists, 

and disabled veterans, AND SURVIVORS OF THE PEARL HARBOR 

ATTACK who comply with the following provisions: 

(a) An active member of the Montana national guard may 

be issued a special license plate with a design or decal 

displaying the letters "NG". The adjutant general shall 

issue to each active member of the Montana national guard a 

certificate authorizing the division to issue one set of 

national guard plates, and the member shall surrender the 

plates to the division ueon becoming ineligible to use them. 

(b) An active member of the reserve armed forces of the 

United States of America who is a resident of this state may 

be issued a special license plate with a design or decal 

displaying the following: United States army reserve, AR 

(symbol); United States naval reserve, NR (anchor): United 

States air force reserve, AFR (symbol); United States marine 

corps reserve, MCR (globe and anchor). The commanding 

officer of each armed forces reserve unit shall issue to 

each eligible member of the reserve unit a certificate 

authorizing the issuance of one set of plates. The member 
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shall surrender the plates to the division upon becoming 

ineligible to use them. 

(c} A resident of Montana who is a veteran of the armed 

forces of the United States and who is 100\ disabled because 

of an injury that has been determined by the veterans' 

administration to be service-connected maYi, ueon 

12.resentation to the division of _p_roof of the 100\ 

disability, be issued a special license plate under this 

section with a design or decal displaying the letters "DV". 

(i) The fee for original or renewal registration by a 

100% disabled veteran for a passenger vehicle or a truck 

with a GVW-rated capacity of l ton or less is $5 and is in 

lieu of all other fees and taxes for that vehicle under this 

chapter. 

(ii) Special license plates issued to a disabled veteran 

are not transferrable to another person. 

(iii) A disabled veteran is not entitled to a special 

license plate for more than one vehicle. 

(iv) A vehicle lawfully displaying a disabled veteran's 

plate and that is conveying a 100\ disabled veteran is 

entitled to the parking privileges allowed a handicapped 

person's vehicle under this title. 

(d) A Montana resident who is a veteran of the armed 

forces of the United States and was captured and held 

prisoner by a military force of a foreign nc1:_tiq_n, documented 
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by his service record, may upan application and presentation 

of proof be issued a special license plate with a design or 

decal displaying the words 11 ex-prisoner of war" or an 

abbreviation as the department considers appropriate. 

(E) UPON PAYMENT OF ALL TAXES AND FEES REQUIRED BY 

PARTS 3 AND 5 OF THIS CHAPTER AND UPON FURNISHING PROOF 

SATISFACTORY TO THE DEPARTMENT THAT THE APPLICANT MEETS THE 

REQUIREMENTS OF THIS SUBSECTION (E), THE DEPARTMENT SHALL 

ISSUE TO A MONTANA RESIDENT WHO IS A VETERAN OF THE ARMED 

SERVICES OF THE UNITED STATES SPECIAL LICENSE PLATES, FOR 

ONE MOTOR VEHICLE ONLY, DESIGNED TO INDICATE THAT THE 

APPLICANT IS A SURVIVOR OF THE PEARL HARBOR ATTACK IF THE 

APPLICANT WAS A MEMBER OF THE UNITED STATES ARMED FORCES ON 

DECEMBER 7, 1941, WAS ON STATION ON DECEMBER 7, 1941, DURING 

THE HOURS OF 7:55 A.M. TO 9:45 A.M. (HAWAII TIME) AT PEARL 

HARBOR, THE ISLAND OF OAHU, OR OFFSHORE AT A DISTANCE OF NOT 

MORE THAN 3 MILES, AND RECEIVED AN HONORABLE DISCHARGE FROM 

THE UNITED STATES ARMED FORCES. IF SPECIAL LICENSE PLATES 

ISSUED UNDER THIS SUBSECTION ARE LOST, STOLEN, OR MUTILATED, 

THE RECIPIENT OF THE PLATES IS ENTITLED TO REPLACEMENT 

PLATES UPON REQUEST AND WITHOUT CHARGE. 

fet(F) A Montana resident who is eligible to receive a 

special parking permit under 49-4-301 may, upon written 

application on a form prescribed by the department, be 

issued a special license plate with a design or decal 
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be4rlng a repre~entation of a wheelchair as the sYRffiol of 

the handicapped person. (Terminates July l, 1996--sec. 4, 

Ch. 654, L. 1989,) 

61-3-332. (Effective July 1, 1996) Hullber plates. (l) 

Bv~~y ! motor vehicle that is driven upon the streets or 

highways of Montana must display bot_h front and rear number 

plates, bearing the distinctive number assigned the vehicle. 

The number plates are in eiqh~ 10 series: one series for 

owners of motorcars, one for owners of motor vehicles of the 

motorcycle or q~adricycle type, one for trailers, one for 

trucks, one for dealers in vehicles of the motorcycle or 

quadricycle type that bear the distinctive letters "MCD" or 

the letters "MC" and the word "DEALER", one for franchised 

dealers in new motorcars (including trucks and trailers) or 

new and used motorcars (including trucks and trailers) that 

bear the distinctive letter 11 D11 or the word "DEALER", one 

for dealers in used motorcars only (including used trucks 

and trailers) that bear the distinctive letters "UD 11 or the 

letter 11 0" and the word "DEALER", and one for dealers in 

trailers and/or semitrailers (new or used) that bear the 

distinctive letters 11 DTR 11 or the letters uTR" and the word 

"DEALER", one for dealers in recreational vehicles that bear 

the distinctive letters "RV" or the letter "R'1 and th.e w.ord 

"DEALER", and one for special license plates. All markings 

for the 8£erem.ene±oned various kinds of dealers' plates must 
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be placed on the number plates assigned thereto in the 

position that the department designates. 

(2) All number plates for motor vehicles must be issued 

for a minimum period of 4 years, bear a distinctive marking, 

and be furnished by the state. In years when number plates 

are not issued, the department shall provide nonremovable 

stickers bearing appropriate registration numbers that must 

be affixed to the license plates in use. 

(3) Subject to the provisions of this section, the 

department shall create a new design for number plates as 

provided in this section, and it shall manufacture the newly 

designed number plates for issuance after January 1, 1991, 

to replace, at renewal as required in 61-3-312 and 61-3-314, 

number plates that were displayed on motor vehicles before 

that date. 

(4) In the case of motorcars and trucks, number plates 

must be of metal 6 inches wide and 12 inches in length. For 

number plates issued after 1976, the outline of the state of 

Montana must be used as a distinctive border on such license 

plates, and the word "Montana•• and the year must be placed 

across the bottom of the plates. Such registration plates 

must be treated with a reflectorized background material 

according to specifications prescribed by the department. 

{5) The distinctive registration numbers must begin 

with a number one or with a letter-number combination, such 
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as "A l '' or "AA l", or any other similar combination of 

letters and numbers and be numbered consecutively for each 

series of plates. The distinctive registration number or 

letter-number combination assigned to the vehicle must 

appear on the plate preceded by the number of the county and 

appearing in horizontal order 

baseline. The county number must 

on 

be 

the same 

separated 

horizontal 

from the 

distinctive registration number by a separation mark unless 

a letter-number combination is useda The dimensions of such 

numerals and letters must be determined by the department, 

and all county and registration numbers must be of equal 

height. 

(6) For the use of tax-exempt motor vehicles, in 

addition to the markings herein provided, number plates must 

have thereon the following distinctive markings: 

(a} For vehicles owned by the state, the department may 

designate the prefix number for the various state 

departments. All numbered plates issued to state departments 

must bear the words "State Owned", and no year number may be 

indicated thereon because these numbered plates are of a 

permanent nature and will be replaced by the department only 

when the physical condition of numbered plates requires it. 

(b) For vehicles that are owned by the counties, 

municipalities, irrigation districts organized under the 

laws of Montana and not operating for profit, and school 
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districts and that are used and operated by officials and 

employees thereof in line of duty and for vehicles on loan 

from the United States government or the state of Montana 

to, or owned by, the civil air patrol and used and operated 

by officials and employees thereof in the line of duty, 

there must be placed on the number plates assigned thereto, 

in a position that the department may designate, the letter 

"X 0 or the word "EXEMPT". Distinctive registration numbers 

for plates assigned to motor vehicles of each of the 

counties in the state and those of the municipalities and 

school districts situated within each of the counties and 

those of the irrigation districts that obtain plates within 

each county must begin with number one and be numbered 

consecutively. Because these number plates are of a 

permanent nature, they are subject to replacement by the 

department only when the physical condition of the number 

plates requires it and a year number may not be displayed on 

the number plates. 

{7} On all number plates assigned to motor vehicles of 

the truck and trailer type, other than tax-exempt trucks and 

tax-exempt trailers, there must appear the letter "T" or the 

word "TRUCK" on plates assigned to trucks and the letters 

"TR" or the word "TRAILER" on plates assigned to trailers 

and housetrailers. The letters "MC" or the word "CYCLE" must 

appear on plates assigned to vehicles of the motorcycle or 
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quadricycle type. 

(8) Number plates issued to a passenger car, truck, 

trailer, or vehicle of the motorcycle or quadricycle type 

may be transferred only to a replacement passenger car, 

truck, trailer, or motorcycle- or quadricycle-type vehicle. 

No registration or license fee may be assessed upon a 

transfer of a number plate under 61-3-3l7 and 61-3-335. 

(9) For the purpose of this chapter, the several 

counties of the state are assigned numbers as follows: 

Silver Bow, l; Ca~cade, 2; Yellowstone, 3; Missoula, 4; 

Lewis and Clark, 5; Gallatin, 6; Flathead, 7; Fergus, B; 

Powdec River, 9; Carbon, 10; Phillips, 11; Hill, 12; 

Ravalli, 13; Custer, 14; Lake, 15; Dawson, 16; Roosevelt, 

17; Beaverhead, 18; Chouteau, 19; Valley, 20; Toole, 21; Big 

Horn, 22; Musselshell, 23; Blaine, 24; Madison, 25; Pondera, 

26; Richland, 27; Powell, 28; Rosebud, 29; Deer Lodge, 30; 

Teton, 31; Stillwater, 32; Treasure, 33; Sheridan, 34; 

Sanders, 35; Judith Basin, 36; Daniels, 37; Glacier, 38; 

Fallon, 39; Sweet Grass, 40; McCone, 41; Carter, 42; 

Broadwater, 43; Wheatland, 44; Prairie, 45; Granite, 46; 

Meagher, 47; Liberty, 48; Pack, 49; Garfield, 50; Jefferson, 

51; Wibaux, 52; Golden Valley, 53; Mineral, 54; Petroleum, 

55; Lincoln, 56. Any new counties must be assigned numbers 

by the department as they may be focmed, beginning with the 

number 57. 
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(10) Each type of special license plate approved by the 

legislature, except collegiate license plates authorized in 

61-3-463, must be a separate series of plates, numbered as 

provided in subsection (5), except that the county number 

must be replaced by a nonremovable design or decal 

designating the group or organization to which the applicant 

belongs. Unless otherwise specifically stated in this 

section, the special plates are subject to the same rules 

and laws as govern the issuance of regular license plates, 

must be placed or mounted on a vehicle owned by the person 

who is eligible to receive them, and must be removed upon 

sale or other dispQsition of the vehicle. The special 

license plates must be issued to national guard members, 

former prisoners of war, handicapped persons, reservists, 

and disabled veterans, AND SURVIVORS OF THE PEARL HARBOR 

ATTACK who comply with the following provisions: 

(a} An active member of the Montana national guard may 

be issued a special license plate with a design or decal 

displaying the letters "NG 11
• The adjutant general shall 

issue to each active member of the Montana national guard a 

certificate authorizing the division to issue one set of 

national guard plates, and the member shall surrender the 

plates to the division upon becoming ineligible to use them. 

(b) An active member of the reserve armed forces of the 

United States of America who is a resident of this state may 
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be issued a special license plate with a design or decal 

displaying the following: United States army reserve, AR 

(symbol); United States naval reserve, NR (anchor); United 

States air force reserve, AFR (symbol); United States marine 

corps reserve, MCR (globe and anchor). The commanding 

officer of each armed forces reserve unit shall issue to 

each eligible member of the reserve unit a certificate 

authorizing the issuance of one set of plates. The member 

shall surrender the plates to the division upon becoming 

ineligible to use them. 

(c) A resident of Montana who is a veteran of the armed 

forces of the United States and who is 100\ disabled because 

of an injury that has been determined by the veterans' 

administration to be service-connected ma;/._, ue:2n 

presentation to the division of 12roof of the 100\ 

disability, be issued a s~cial license plate under this 

section with a design or decal displaying the letters "DV". 

(i) The fee for original or renewal registration by a 

100% disabled veteran for a passenger vehicle or a truck 

with a GVW-rated capacity of 1 ton or less is $5 and is in 

lieu of all other fees and taxes for that vehicle under this 

cha~ 

(ii) Special license plates issued to a disabled veteran 

are not transferrable to another person. 

{iii) A disabled veteran is not entitled to a special 

-30- SB 191 



l 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

ll 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

SB 0191/02 

license plate for more than one vehicle. 

(iv) A vehicle lawfully displaying a disabled veteran's 

plate and that is conveying a 1001 disabled veteran is 

entitled to the parking privileges allowed a handicapped 

person's vehicle under this title. 

(d) A Montana resident who is a veteran of the armed 

forces of the United States and was captured and held 

prisoner by a military force of a foreign nation, documented 

by his service record, may upon application and presentation 

of proof be issued a special license plate with a design or 

decal displaying the words "ex-prisoner of war"' pr an 

abbreviation as the department considers appropriate. 

(E) UPON PAYMENT OF ALL TAXES AND FEES REQUIRED BY 

PARTS 3 AND 5 OF THIS CHAPTER AND UPON FURNISHING PROOF 

SATISFACTORY TO THE DEPARTMENT THAT THE APPLICANT MEETS THE 

REQUIREMENTS OF THIS SUBSECTION (E), THE DEPARTMENT SHALL 

ISSUE TO A MONTANA RESIDENT WHO IS A VETERAN OF THE ARMED 

SERVICES OF THE UNITED STATES SPECIAL LICENSE PLATES, FOR 

ONE MOTOR VEHICLE ONLY, DESIGNED TO INDICATE TIIAT THE 

APPLICANT IS A SURVIVOR OF THE PEARL HARBOR ATTACK IF THE 

APPLICANT WAS A MEMBER OF THE UNITED STATES ARMED FORCES ON 

DECEMBER 7, 1941, WAS ON STATION ON DECEMBER 7, 1941, DURING 

THE HOURS OF 7:55 A,M, TO 9:45 A.M. (HAWAII TIME) AT PEARL 

HARBOR, THE ISLAND OF OAHU, OR OFFSHORE AT A DISTANCE OF NOT 

25 MORE THAN 3 MILES, AND RECEIVED AN HONORABLE DISCHARGE FROM 
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THE UNITED STATES ARMED FORCES. IF SPECIAL LICENSE PLATES 

ISSUED UNDER THIS SUBSECTION ARE LOST, STOLEN, OR MUTILATED, 

THE RECIPIENT OF THE PLATES IS ENTITLED TO REPLACEMENT 

PLATES UPON REQUEST AND WITHOUT CHARGE. 

tet(F) A Montana resident who is eligible to receive a 

special parking permit under 49-4-301 may, upon written 

application on a form prescribed by the department, be 

issued a special license plate with a design or decal 

bearing a representation of a wheelchair aa the symbol of 

the handicapped person." 

Section 9. Section 61-3-333, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-3-333. Replacing number plates. In the event of 

loss, mutilation, or destruction of number plates, and/or 

validation devices, the owner of the registered motor 

vehicle may obtain from the department duplicates ~hereof!?,!_ 

replacements of the number plates upon filing sworn 

declaration showing s~eh that fact and payment of a fee of 

$2. In the event of loss, mutilation, or destruction of 

pioneer plates, duplicates may be obtained in the same 

manner upon payment of a fee· of $5." 

Section 10. section 61-3-465, MCA, is amended to rea·d: 

•51-3-465. Issuance -- application additional fee --

disposition. (1) The department shall issue or renew 

collegia-te license plates upon receipt of an application 

25 that shows: 
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(a) compliance with 61-3-303,-61-3-364, 61-3-311, and 

61-3-312; and 

(b} payment to the county treasurer of: 

(i) an initial application and manufacturing fee of 

$2.50, when required; and 

(ii) an annual scholarship donation of $20 for the 

benefit of the institution named in the application. 

(2) Once each month the county treasurer shall transfer 

to the state treasurer the total of the amounts collected 

for: 

(a) the initial application and manufacturing fee for 

deposit in the Montana state prison industries account in 

the proprietary fund for appropriation by the legislature to 

pay the cost of manufacturing collegiate license plates; and 

(b) scholarship donations provided for in subsection 

(l)(b)(ii), along with a schedule showing the number of 

collegiate license plates issued and the total donations 

received for the benefit of each institution. 

(3) Once each month the state treasurer shall 

distribute to the student academic scholarship fund or 

foundation of each institution an amount equal to the total 

donations credited to th~t institution and transferred to 

the state treasurer by the county treasurers during the 

preceding month." 

Section 11. Section 61-3-510, MCA, is amended to read: 
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"61-3-510. Weed control fee. (1) A special weed control 

fee of $1.50 must be assessed on the annual registration or 

reregistration of each motor vehicle subject to 

registration. The fee must be collected by the county 

treasurer. 

(2) For purposes of this section, 

includes: 

motor vehicle 

(a) motor vehicle as defined in 61-1-102; 

(b) motorcycle as defined in 61-1-105; 

(c) motor-driven cycle as defined in 6i-l-106; and 

(d) quadricycle as defined in 61-1-133. 

(3) The following vehicles are exempt from the fee: 

(a) vehicles owned or controlled by the United States 

or a state, county, or city; 

(b) vehicles exempt from payment of registration fees 

by 61-3-32lfTtfil; and 

(c) vehicles or equipment which is not self-propelled 

or which requires towing when moved upon a highway of this 

state." 

Section 12. Section 61-3-601, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-3-601. Penalty for violations. Except as otherwise 

provided, a violation of any of the provisions of this 

chapter 1s a misdemeanor and is punishable by a fine not 

exceeding $~5 $500. Nothing eon~~±fteC-here~" in this section 

prevents the prosecution of a person for an offense 
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committed under any other law." 

Section 13. ,ection 61-3-604, MCA, is amended to read: 

•61-3-604. Penalty for altering identification nUlllber. 

(1) A person who willfully removes or falsifies an 

identification number of a motor vehicle or motor vehicle 

engine is guilty of a misdemeanor. 

(2) Any person or persons, firm, or corporation whieh 

that sells or offers for sale in this state a vehicle the 

original vehicle identification number of which has been 

destroyed, removed, altered, covered, or defaced7-w~~h-~he 

eKeep~ien-o£-eiec~riea¼¼y-prepe%¼ed-vehiclee7 is guilty of a 

misdemeanor and upon conviction thereof shall be punished by 

a fine of not less than $200 or more than $500 and by 

imprisonment in the county jail for a term of not less than 

30 days or more than 180 days. Upon a second or subsequent 

conviction under this subsection, the punishment shall be 

imprisonment in the state prison for a term of not less than 

1 year or more than 5 years or a fine in an amount not to 

exceed $50,000, or both such fine and imprisonment." 

Sectron 14. Section 61-4-101, MCA, is amended to read: 

•61-4-101. Application for dealer's license. (l} Every 

person, firm, corporation, or association which, for 

commission or profit, engages in the business of buying, 

selling, exchanging, offering, taking for consignment, 

soliciting, advertising the sale of, or acting as a broker 
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of new motor vehicles, recreational vehicles, used motor 

vehicles, trailers (except trailers having an unloaded 

weight of less than 500 pounds), semitrailers, or special 

mobile equipment as defined in 61-1-104 shall file, by mail 

or otherwise, in the office of the department a verified 

application for licensure as a dealer, on a blank to be 

furnished by the department for that purpose and containing 

the information required. The application and all of the 

inforination contained in it must be verified by the Men~ana 

h¼ghway--paere¼ department. Each application must be 

accom.p.a.nied by the license fee specified in 61-4-102. A 

dealer's licen~e must be renewed and paid for annually, and 

an application for relicensure must be filed not later than 

January l of each year. If an application for renewal of a 

license has been received by the department prior to the 

expiration of the license, the dealer may operate his 

business and display dealer plates under the expired license 

between January 1 and February 15 following expiration. 

(2) To qualify for licensure and the issuance and use 

of 11 0 11
, "UD 11

, "RV", 11 DTR 11
, or 

provided, the applicant 

"MCD" 

must 

plates 

furnish 

as hereinafter 

the following 

infor.mation and qu•lify under the following provision_s: 

(a) To quali.fy as a new motor Vehicle dealer and for 

the u.se of 11 D" pla.tes, the applicant must: 

(i) state the name under which the business is to be 

-36- SB 191 



l 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

SB 0191/02 

conducted and the location of the premises (street address, 

city, county, and state) where records are kept, sales are 

made, and stock of motor vehicles is displayed; 

(ii) state the name and address of all owners or persons 

having an interest in the business, provided that in the 

case of a corporation, the names and addresses of the 

president and secretary are sufficient; 

(iii) state the name and make of all motor vehicles 

handled and the name and address of the manufacturer, 

importer, or distributor with whom the applicant has a 

written new motor vehicle franchise _or sales agreement: 

{iv) execute a certificate to the effect that the 

applicant has a permanent building for the display and sale 

of new motor vehicles at the location of the premises where 

sales are conducted; 

(v} execute a certificate to the effect that the 

applicant has a bona fide service department for the repair, 

service, and maintenance of motor vehicles; and 

(vi) execute 

applicant is a 

a certificate to the effect that the 

bona fide dealer in new motor vehicles and 

that he is recognized by a manufacturer, importer, or 

distributor as a dealer in new motor vehicles. 

(b) To qualify as a used motor vehicle dealer and for 

the use of "UD" plates orL as a recreational vehicle dealer 

and for the use of "RV" plates, as a trailer, semitrailer, 

-37- SB 191 

l 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

SB 0191/02 

or special mobile equipment dealer and for the use of 11 OTR" 

platesL or as a motorcycle or quadricycle dealer and for the 

use of "MCD" plates, the applicant muet shall, in addition 

to the matters set forth in subsections (i) and (ii) of 

subsection (2)(a) above, provide; 

(i) a statement that the applicant has a building or 

lot and a sign readable at a minimum distance of 150 feet 

indicating the firm name as the principal place of business 

and that vehicles are offered for sale; and 

(ii) a certificate to the effect that the applicant is a 

bona fide dealer in used motor vehicles, recreational 

vehicles, trailers, semitrailers, special mobile equipment, 

motorcycles, or quadricycles. An applicant for a 

recreational vehicle dealer license mttet shall also indicate 

on the same certificate that he is recognized by a 

manufacturer, importer, or distributor as a dealer 

recreational vehicles. 

in 

(c) To qualify for a used motor vehicle dealer's 

license, a person mast shall submit 

for that license and comply 

an 

with 

annual application 

the provisions of 

61-4-102(5) in addition to fulfilling the requirements of 

subsection (2)(b). 

(d) The provisions of subsection (2)(c) do not apply to 

an applicant who is licensed as a motor vehicle wrecking 

facility under the provisions of Title 75, chapter 10, part 

-38- SB 191 



l 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

ll 

12 

lJ 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

SB 0191/02 

5. 

(3) (a) The 1pplicant for a dealer's license shall also 

file with his application a good and sufficient bond in the 

sum of $5,000, and the bond must be conditioned that the 

applicant shall conduct his business in accordance with the 

requirements of the law. All bonds must run to the state of 

Montana, must be approved by the department and filed in its 

office, and must be renewed annually. 

(b) A person who suffers loss or damage due to the 

unlawful conduct of a dealer licensed under this section 

shall obtain a judgment from a court of competent 

jurisdiction prior to collecting the judgment from the 

department. The department is responsible for payment under 

this section, in an amount not to exceed the maximum bond 

amount, only if the judgment on which the payment is based 

determines a specific loss or damage amount and concludes 

that the dealer's unlawful operation caused the loss or 

damage." 

Seet±en-is~--seetien-6l-6-39i,-MeA,-±s-affle"ded-Co-read~ 

a6¼-6-38zT--Pree£-ef-eeap¼¼aneeT-t¼t-Bxeept-es--provided 

in-sttbseeC±en-tit,-hefere-any-appiieant-reqaired-te-reg¼seer 

his--meter--vehiele-may-do-se,-the-app¼¼eant-mttsC-eerti£y-te 

the--eettnty--treasarer--~ftet--ne--pessesses--an---atttemebtie 

¼iahi¼¼ty-insttranee-pe¼*ey,-a-eert±E*eate-ef-~e¼r-tnsttranee, 

or--a--pested--tndemnity--bend-er-that-he-¼s-eli~ible-£er-an 
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exeaptien-~nder-6¼-6-393-eeyering--the--meter--•ehieieT--,he 

eert¼fieatien---shaii---be--en--a--£era--preseribed--by--the 

departmentT--,he--departaent--may--i-ediateiy--eanee¼---the 

reg¼strat¼on---and---i~eense--p¼ates--ef--the--yehie¼e--ttpon 

net¼£ieat¼en--that--the--insttranee--eert¼fieation--was---not 

eorreetiy-representedT-Any-persen-whe-¼nteftt¼ona¼¼y-prev¼des 

fa¼se-¼n£ormat¼on-on-aft-¼nsaranee-eert¼f¼eat¼en-¼s-gtt¼¼ty-ef 

ttft9Wern-£ais¼E¼eat¼on-te-attthor¼t¼ee,-pan¼shab¼e-as-preYided 

in-45-T-i83T 

t~t--An--app¼¼eant--rer--reg¼strat¼eft-of-a-motor-•ehie¼e 

whe-rishes-to-re~¼ster-the--¥eh¼e¼e--by--m.a¼¼--mnst--e¼gn--a 

statement--on--the-app¼ieatien-stat¼nq-that-the-app¼ieant-¼s 

in-eomp¼¼anee-with-the-£¼naneia¼-¼¼ab¼¼ity--reqn*rements--ef 

6¼-6-38iT 

t3t.t!±--An--owner--of--a--moter--Yeh¼e¼e--whe--eeases-te 

maintain-the-insttranee-er-bend-reqnired under--&¼-6-38¼ or 

whose--eerti!ieate--0£--se¼f-*nsaranee--¼s-eanee¼ed-er-whose 

vehie¼e-eeases-to-be-exempt ttnder-6¼-6-393 sha¼¼-ifflfflediate¼y 

sarrender--the--reg¼stratien--and--¼¼eense--p¼ates--ror--tfte 

vehie¼e--to--the--eottnty--treasttrer--£er--de¼i¥ery--to---the 

departMen~--and--may--not-eperate-or-permit-eperat¼on-af-the 

veh¼e¼e-in-Mentana-nn~±¼-¼ns~ranee-has-again-been--furn¼sheS 

as---required--and--the--veh¼e%e--is--a~ain--req¼s~ered--a"9 

¼ieeneed• 

f4tttl.--EYery ~ person-sha¼¼-esrry-in--a--motor--vehieie 
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bein~--operated--hy--him--an--+ftsttranee-eard-approved-by-the 

department-bttt-isstted-by-the-insuranee-earrier-te-the--motor 

vehie¼e--owner-as-proo£-o£-eomp¼ianee-with-6¼-6-39¼~-A-fflotor 

vehie¼e-operator--shai¼--exhibit--the--insttranee--eard--ttpon 

demand-0£-a-justiee-ot-the-peaee7-a-eity-or-mttnieipa¼-;ttdge, 

a-peaee-0££ieer7-a-highway-patre¼-0£fieer,-or-a-£ield-depttty 

or-~nepeetor-of-the-departmenta-Howe•er,-no ~ person-charged 

with--•io¼ating--tftis--sttbseetien-may not be-eonvieted-i£-he 

prodttees-in-eottrt-or-the-o££iee--o£--the--arresting--o££ieer 

proo£-o£-insttranee-va¼id-at-the-time-e~-~is-arres~.a 

SECTION 15. SECTION 15-70-101,_KCA, IS AM.ENDED TO READ: 

•15-70-101. Disposition of funds -- contingent 

reduction of allocation. All taxes, interest, and penalties 

collected under this chapter, except those collected by a 

justice 1 s court, shall be turned over promptly to the state 

treasurer, who shall place the same in the state special 

revenue fund to the credit of the department of highways. 

~heee Except as provided in subsection (9), those funds 

hereinbelow allocated to cities, towns, and counties shall 

be paid by the department of highways from the state special 

revenue fund to such cities, towns, and counties. 

{l) ;14,000,000 of the funds collected under this 

chapter, except those collected by a justice's court, is 

statutorily appropriated, as provided in 17-7-502, to the 

department of highways and shall be allocated each fiscal 
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incorporated 

construction, 

reconstruction, maintenance, and repair of rural roads and 

city or town streets and alleys, as provided in subsections 

(l)(a) through (l)(c): 

(a) $54,000 shall be designated for the purposes and 

functions of the Montana rural technical assistance 

transportation program in Bozeman; 

(b) ;6,323,000 shall be divided among the various 

counties in the following manner: 

(i) 401 in the ratio that the rural road mileage in 

each county, exclusive of the federal-aid interstate system 

and the federal-aid primary system, bears to the total rural 

road mileage in the state, exclusive of the federal-aid 

interstate system and the federal-aid primary system; 

{ii) 40% in the ratio that the rural population in each 

county outside incorporated cities and towns bears to the 

total rural population in the state outside incorporated 

cities and towns; 

(iii) 20\ in the ratio that the land area of each county 

bears to the total land area of the state; 

(c) $7,623,000 shall be divided among the incorporated 

cities and towns in the following manner: 

{i} 50% of the sum in the ratio that the population 

within the corporate limits of the city or town bears to the 
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total population within corporate limits of all the cities 

and towns in Mont1na; 

(ii} 50% in the ratio that the city or town street and 

alley mileage, exclusive of the federal-aid interstate 

system and the federal-aid primary system, within 

limits bears to the total street and alley 

corporate 

mileage, 

exclusive of the 

federal-aid primary 

federal-aid interstate system and 

system, within the corporate limits of 

all cities and towns in Montana. 

(2) All funds hereby allocated to counties, cities, and 

towns shall be used for the construction, reconstruction, 

maintenance, and repair of rural roads, city or town streets 

and alleys or for the share which such city, town, or county 

might otherwise expend for proportionate matching of federal 

funds allocated for the construction of roads or streets 

which are part of the federal-aid primary or secondary 

highway system or urban extensions thereto, except that the 

governing body of a town or third-class city, as defined in 

7-1-4111, may each year expend no more than 25% of the funds 

allocated to that town or third-class city for the purchase 

of capital equipment and supplies to be used for the 

maintenance and repair of town or third-class city streets 

and alleys. 

(3) Upon receipt of the allocation provided herein, the 

governing bodies of the recipient counties, cities, and 
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towns shall infor~ the dep;trt~ent ot highways of the 
purposes for which the funds will he expended so that the 

cQ~nty cQlllmissioners, the governing body, and th, depertment 

of highways may coordinate the expenditure of public funds 

for road improvements. 

(4) All funds hereby allocated to counties, cities, and 

towns shall be disbursed to the lowest responsible bidder 

according to applicable bidding procedures followed in ~11 

c@ses where the contract for construction, reconstruction, 

maintenance, or repair is in excess of $4,000. 

(5) For the purposes of this section where distribution 

of funds is made on a basis related to population, the 

population shall be determined by the last preceding 

official federal census. 

( 6) For the purposes of this section where 

determination of mileage is necessary for distribution Qf 

funds, it shall be the responsibility of the cities, towns, 

and counties to furnish to the department of highways a 

yearly certified statement indicating the total mileage 

.within th.eir respective areas applicable to this chapter. 

All milea9e submitted shall be subject to review and 

approv~l by the <i,,partment of highways. 

(7) .except by a town or third-class city as provided i.n 

subsection (2), none of the funds authorized by this section 

shall be used for the purchase of capital equipment. 
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(8) Funds authorized by this section shall be used for 

construction and maintenance programs only. 

(9) The department of justice, upon determining that 

the county treasurer of a county fails to enforce the 

provisions of 61-6-302, shall certify that fact to the 

department of highways, and the department of highways shall 

decrease the payment to that county under the provisions of 

subsection (l){b) by 25% for each year until the department 

of justice subsequently certifies that the county treasurer 

is no longer failing to enforce the provisions of 61-6-302." 

NEW SECTION. SECTION 16. COORDINATION INSTRUCTION. 

12 HOUSE BILL NO. 98 IS VOID. 

13 

14 

NEW Sj:CTIQ!l. Section 17. Repealer. Sections 10-1-110, 

61-3-304, 61-3-444, 61-3-445, 61-3-447, 61-3-451, and 

15 61-3-505, MCA, are repealed. 

16 NEW SECTION. Section 18. Instructions to code 

17 commissioner. To conform with the provisions of [this act}, 

18 the code commissioner shall make the following revisions: 

19 (1) in 49-4-302(2) and (3), change 61-3-451 to 

20 61-3-332(10)(c); 

21 (2) in 49-4-304(1), change 61-3-445 to 

22 61-3-332ti9ttet(l0)(F); 

23 

24 

25 

(3) in 61-3-313(3), change 61-3-451 to 61-3-332(10)(c); 

(4) in 61-3-446,l_ 

ill change: 
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tbt.Ll..!.l 61-3-445 to 61-3-332t¼Bttet(lO)(F); 

tetil!.!.l 61-3-447 to 61-3-332(10)(b); and 

tdt1£,'.1_ 61-3-451 to 61-3-332(10)(c); AND 

(B) INSERT 61-3-332(10)(E); 
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(5) in 61-3-452, 61-3-453, 61-3-454, 61-3-455, and 

61-3-504(2), change 63-3-451 to 61-3-332(10)(c); 

(6) in 61-3-507, delete "and 61-3-505" at the end of 

subsection (1) in the temporary version and at the end of 

the permanent version. 

-End-
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SENATE BILL NO. 191 

INTRODUCED BY T. BECK 

BY REQUEST OF THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO GENERALLY REVISE 

MOTOR VEHICLE REGISTRATION AND TITLING LAWS; BEbE~iN6-fHE 

REeBiREMEN~-PeR-eERTiPi€ATi6N-eP-biABibi~Y-iNSBRAN€E-eN--~HE 

RE6iSTRATi6N---RE€ErPT7 PROVIDING FOR THE ISSUANCE OF 

SPECIAL-PURPOSE LICENSE PLATES, INCLUDING LICENSE PLATES 

ISSUED TO SURVIVORS OF THE PEARL HARBOR ATTACK, BY CREATING 

A GENERIC PLATE WITH A DESIGN OR DECAL INDICATING THE 

SPECIAL PURPOSE; CREATING A NEW CLASS OF DEALER PLATE FOR 

RECREATIONAL VEHICLE DEALERS; ALLOWING FOR REPLACEMENT 

PLATES INSTEAD OF ISSUING DUPLICATE LICENSE PLATES; REMOVING 

THE EXCEPTION FOR ELECTRICALLY DRIVEN VEHICLES IN THE 

VEHICLE IDENTIFICATION NUMBER STATUTE; TRANSFERRING THE DUTY 

OF INSPECTING DEALERS FROM THE HIGHWAY PATROL TO THE MOTOR 

VEHICLE DIVISION; PROVIDING THAT EXEMPT PLATES BE REISSUED 

ONLY WHEN DAMAGED OR DESTROYED; INCREASING THE PENALTY FOR 

VIOLATING VEHICLE TITLING, REGISTRATION, OR TAXATION LAWS; 

REDUCING THE ALLOCATION OF GASOLINE TAX FUNDS TO A COUNTY 

FOR FAILURE TO ENFORCE THE PROOF OF COMPLIANCE PROVISION; 

VOIDING HOUSE BILL NO. 98; AMENDING SECTIONS 15-70-101, 

61-1-130, 61-3-101, 61-3-201, 61-3-205, 61-3-206, 61-3-303, 

61-3-305, 61-3-332, 61-3-333, 61-3-465, 61-3-510, 61-3-601, 
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61-3-604, ~ 61-4-101, ANB--6:-6-38zy MCA; AND REPEALING 

SECTIONS 10-1-110, 61-3-304, 61-3-444, 61-3-445, 61-3-447, 

61-3-451, AND 61-3-505, M.CA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 61-1-130, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-1-130. Motor home. "Motor home" as used in 61-3-521 

and 61-3-522 raeans a se¼f-prope¼¼ed motor vehicle er±g±na~ty 

desigfted--or--perman@nt¼y--aite~ed--to---prov±de---temporery 

fae±i±t~es-for-reereationa¼,-tra¥e¼7-er-eamping-~se~ 

(1) desioned to provide temporary living guarters, 

built as an integral part of or permanently attached to a 

self-propelled motor vehicle chassis or van; 

(2) containing permanently installed independent life 

support systems that meet the ANSI/Al19.2 standard; and 

(3) providing at least four of the following types of 

facilities: 

(a) cooking, refrigeration, or icebox; 

(bl self-contained toilet; 

(c) heating or air-conditioning, or both; 

(d) potable water supply, including a faucet and sink; 

or 

(e) separate 110-volt or 125-volt electrical power 

supply er 3 liguitied petroleum gas supp:v, or both.'' 

Section 2. section 61-3-101, MCA, is amended to read: 

-2-
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"61-3-101. Duties of department records. (ll The 

department shall keep a record as her~~ftafeer specified in 

this sec·tion of all motor vehicles, trailers, and 

se~itrailers of every kind, and of certificates of 

registration and ownership ehe~eef of those vehicles, and of 

all manufacturers and dealers in rnotor vehicles. 

(2) In the case of motor 1:ehicles, trailers, and 

semitrailers, the record sha~% must show the following: 

(a) name of owner, residence by town and county, and 

business address; 

(b) name and address of conditional sales vendor, 

mortgagee, or other lienho~der and amount due under contract 

or lien; 

(c) manufa-cturer of ca-r vehicle; 

(d) manufacturer's desi.gna.tion of style of ea'f'--e't" 

vehicle; 

!el 

(f) 

identifying number; 

year of manufacture; 

(g) cna["acter of motive power and shipping weight of. 

ear vehicle as shown by the manufacturer; 

{h} the distinctive license number as:signed to the 

vehicle if any; 

(i) if a truck or trai.ler, the numbe.r of t.ons' capacity 

or GVW if ~mprinted on manufacturer's ide:r.tifica.tion plate; 

_( j) except as prov.ideq. i_n 61:-3.-103.-., the name and 
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complete address of any hoider of a perfected security 

interest in a vehicle; a-nd 

t:itill sttelt other information ss ~ may from time to 

time be- found desirable·. 

(3l The department shall file applications for 

registration received by it from the county treasurers of 

the- state and register the vehicles t"h-et"e·*" described ~ 

applications and the owners ~he~eeE of the vehicles in 

suitable books or on index carda, as follows: 

(a) under the distincti~e license number assigned to 

the vehicle by the county treasurer; 

(b) alphabetically under the name of the owner; 

(c) numerically under make· and identifying· number of 

the vehicle; and 

{d) sttePI other index of· registration as the department 

considers expedient. 

(4) Vehicle registration records and indexes and 

driver's license records and indexes may be maintained by 

electronic recording and storage media. 

(5) In the case of dealers, the records stta%¼ must show 

the informat.ion contained in the appli-cati-on for dealer's 

license as required by 61-4-1.01 through 6L-4-105, as well as 

the d·is-tinctiv-e license- number a.s-signe-d to the dea,le-r. 

(fi) In ordet" to p·revent a-n ac.cumul..a:-tion of unnee.de-d 

records and fiLes, the depa-ctment fflri-:t~~-~rit;y, 
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and--±t--sftal¼--h@--i~9 has the authority and the duty to 

destroy all records and files wftieh that have ceased to be 

0£-any have valuea 

(7) The department may establish and maintain a 

short-wave radio station in order to report motor vehicle 

registration information to the highway patrol, to sheriffs, 

and to the chiefs of police of each incorporated city of the 

state who are able to communicate with ~tte~ the short-wave 

radio station. 

(8) All records she¼¼ must be open ta inspect~on dur~ng 

all reasonable business hours, and the department shall 

furnish any information from the records upon payment by the 

applicant of the cost of transcribing the information 

requested.'' 

Section 3. Section 61-3-201, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-3-201. Transfer of interest cancellation of 

erroneous certificate of ownership. (1) Upon a transfer of 

any interest in a motor vehicle registered under the 

provisions of this chapter, the person whose interest is to 

be transferred shall write his signature with pen and ink 

upon the certificate of ownership issued for the vehicle in 

the appropriate space provided ~peft-t"e-reve~ee-~¼de-e£-t~e 

ce~tifie8~e, and the signature must be acknowledged before 

the co~nty treasurer, a deputy c~unty treasurer, or a notary 

public. 
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(2} Within 20 calendar days after endorsement, the 

transferee shall forward both the endorsed certificate of 

ownership with the odometer mileage state!fl.ent required under 

61-3-206 and the certificate of registration, together with 

the infot"mation required under 61-3-202, to the county 

treasurer, who shall forward them to the department. The 

department may ~ot issue a certificate of ownership or 

certificate of registration until the outstanding 

certificates are surrendered to that office or their loss is 

established to its reasonable satisfaction, Failure to make 

application within the 20-day grace period subjects the 

transferee to a penalty of $10. The county treasurer shall 

collect the penalty at the time of registration. The penalty 

is in addition to the fees otherwise provided by law. If the 

transferee does not make application within 25 days, a 

creditor or secured party may pay the fees for the transfer 

of title a~d filing of security interest or lien in order to 

have title transferred co the transferee and have the 

security interest or lien filed. The creditor or secured 

party is not liable for the penalty, registration fees, or 

taxes. The department shall return the certificate of title 

to the county treasurer as provided in 61-3-103(1}. When the 

certificate of ownership is returned by the department to 

the cvunty t.reas;1rer, the treasurer shall hol<1 the 

certificate of ownership until the vehicle is properly 
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registered. 

(3) I~ the event of a transfer by operation of law of 

any interest in a motor vehicle as upon inheritance, devise, 

or bequest, order in bankruptcy or insolvency, execution 

sale, repossession upon default in the performance of the 

terms of a lease or executory sales contract, or otherwise 

than by voluntary act of the person whose title or interest 

is transferred, the executor, administrator, receiver, 

trustee, sheriff, or other representative or successor in 

interest of the person whose interest is transferred shall 

forward to the department an application for a certificate 

of ownership in the form required by the department ~e~-ea 

ori~ina¼--ap~¼iea~ie~--fe~--a--ee~~±£±eate---o£---ewne~9ht~, 

together with a verified or certified statement of the 

transfer of interest. The statement must set forth the 

reason for the involuntary transfer, the interest 

transferred, the name of the person to whom the interest is 

to oe transferred, the process of procedure effecting the 

transfer, and other informacio~ requested by the department. 

Evidence and instruments otherwise required by law to effect 

a transfer of legal or equitable title to or an interest in 

chattels as may be required in such cases must be furnished 

with the statement. If the department is satisfied that the 

transfer is regular and that all formalities required by law 

have been complied with, it shall send to the owner, 
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conditional sales vendor, lessor, mortgagee, and other 

lienor, as shown by its records, notice of the intended 

transfer and, not less than 5 days after sending notice, 

shall issue a new certificate of ownership and certificate 

of registration to the transferee. The notice required by 

this section is complied with by deposit in the post office 

in Deer Lodge, Montana, of the notice, postage prepaid, 

addressed to the person at the respective address shown on 

its records. 

(4) When the vehicle certificate of ownership that is 

involuntarily transferred is not registered in this state, 

the procedure in subsection {3) must be followed in applying 

for a new certificate of ownership and certificate of 

registration bttt:; however, in lie•u of the statement required 

in subsection (3), the department may accept an affidavit of 

repossession on the form provided by the state in which a 

lien has been perfected and the department need not send 

notice of intended transfer and shall issue a new 

certificate of ownership and a new certificate of 

registration to 

certificates. 

the person entitled to ~h~ffl the 

(5) (a) If the mmer 

trailers, semitrailers, or 

of one or more motor vehicles, 

housetrailers registered undE!.-r 

this chapter and rtot exceeding a combined value· of $15,oo-o 

dies withou-t leaving other p·rope·rty nect!"Ssitatrrtg the' 
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procuring of letters of administration or letters 

testamentary, the surviving spouse or other heir unless the 

property is by will otherwise bequeathed may secure transfer 

of the decedent's certificate of ownership and the 

certificate of registration for the vehicle. 

(b) The person seeking transfer of the certificate of 

ownership shall file an 

setting forth the fact 

affidavit with the department 

of survivorship and the name and 

address of any other heirs and other facts as are necessary 

under subsection (S)(a) to entitle the affiant to a 

transfer. 

(c) The department is authorized to transfer the 

certificate of ownership and certificate of registration, 

subject to all security interests shown by its records, upon 

receipt of an affidavit showing that the affiant is entitled 

to a transfer under the provisions of subsection (S)(a) of 

this section. 

(6) Nothing in subsection (5) prevents a~y ~ secured 

party from assigning his interest in a motor vehicle 

registered under the provisions of this chapter to any other 

person without the consent of and without affecting the 

interest of the holder of the certificate of ownership and 

certificate of registration. Upon any assignment by a 

secured party of his security interest in any motor vehicle 

registered under this chapter, a copy of the assignment must 
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be filed with the department and a record of the assignment 

made upon its records. 

(7) The certificate of ownership is valid until 

canceled by the department upon a transfer of any interest 

shown :n the certificate, and annual renewal is not needed. 

(8) (a) Upon its determination that a certificate of 

ownership contains an error caused by the department, the 

department may cancel the certificate of ownership and issue 

a replacement for the erroneous certificate if the owner has 

returned the certificate to be canceled. 

(b) Any person who fails to return a certificate of 

ownership issued wich an error caused by the department 

after receiving actual notice of the department's demand for 

the return of the certificate as required by subsection 

(8)(a) is guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction may be 

fined an amount not to exceed $500. 0 

Section 4. Sect.ion 61-3-205, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-3-205. Transfer of ownership of vehicles by 

insurance company. (1) When an insurance company or its 

adjuster has taken possession of a motor vehicle as a result 

of settling an insurance claim and transfers ownership of 

the motor vehicle, it shall deliver to the transferee at the 

time of transfer a certificate of ownership signed and 

a~knowledged bv ~he registered owner or owners before che 

c0unty treasurer, a deputy county treasurer, or a notary 
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public. 

( 2) If t.h.-. certificate of ownership names one or more 

holders of a perfected security inter~st in the motor 

vehicle, the insurance company or its adjuster shall also 

secure and deliver to the transferee a release from the 

secured party of the security interest." 

Section 5. Section 61-3-206, MCA, is amended to read: 

•61-3-206. Od01118ter discloaure requireaents on transfer 

of vebicle dealer to preserve record. (1) Except as 

provided in subsection (3), before executing any transfer of 

cwn~rship document relating to a motor vehicle, each seller 

of a motor vehicle shall record on the certificate of 

ownership the odometer reading at che time of transfer or, 

if the certificate of ownership doe-snot provide for the 

recording of the odometer reading, f~rnish to the purchaser 

a written statement signed by eae~ the seller, who shall 

also print his name on the writcen statement, cancaining the 

following information: 

(a) the odometer reading at ~he time of transfer; 

{b) the da~e of transfer~ 

(C) the sell.er"'s name and current address; 

(d) the purchaser's name and current address; 

(e) the vehicle year, make, mode,l, body style., and 

identification number; 

(f) one of the following s~at~ments or cer~ification! 
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(i) a c&rtification by the selle• that, to the bi,st of 

his knowledg•, the odometer reading reflects the actual 

miles or kilom&ters the vehicle has been driven, 

(ii) if the sell~r knows that the odometer reading 

reflects the amount of mileage in excess of the designed 

mechanical odoQleter limit of 99,999 miles or kilometers, he 

shall include a statement to that effect, or 

(iii) if the sellec knows that the odometer reading 

diffecs from the number of miles or kilometers the vehicle 

has actually traveled and that the difference is greater 

than that caused by odometer calibration error, he shall 

include a st4tement that the odometer reading is not the 

actual mileage and should not be relied upon. 

12) The purchaser shall acknowledge receipt of the 

disclosure statem8nt by signing it and printing his name on 

the disclosure statement. 

(3) The seller of the following types of motor vehicles 

need not disclose the odometer reading of t-h.e vehicle as 

r.equir-ed in ,s~bsection { 1): 

(a} a motor ve-hi-cle -tha-t is 10 yea.t_s ol.d or olde-r; 

(bl a vehicle that is not self-proiaelled, 

( c) a ne:w motor v.ehi.c:le tr;Jnsferred between 4eaiers 

pri.or to i-ts first retail sale, unl.el;ls such v.ehi-cl.e h;;ts :been 

used as a d.emons-trator; 

(dJ a vehicl.e having a 9roi.s we~ght ra:tin9 of 111ore th4n 
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16,000 pounds; or 

(e) a vehicle sold directly by the manufacturer to an 

agency of the United States. 

(4) A dealer licensed under 61-4-101 shall create a 

record of the information required Ln subsection (1) and 

shall maintain and preserve that record for at least S years 

after the date of sale of the motor vehicle to which the 

information pertains." 

Section 6. Section 61-3-303, MCA, is amended to read: 

•61-3-303. Application for registration. (l) Every 

owner of a motor vehicle operated or driven upon the public 

highways of this state shall for each motor vehicle owned, 

except as herein otherwise expressly provided, file or cause 

to be filed in the office of the county treasurer where the 

owner makes his permanent residence at the time of making 

the application or, if the vehicle is owned by a corporation 

or used primarily for commercial purposes, in the taxing 

jurisdiction of the county where the vehicle is permanently 

assigned, an application for registration or reregistration 

upon a blank form ta be prepared and furnished by the 

department. The application shall contain: 

(a) name and address of owner, giving county, school 

district, and town or city within whose corporate limits the 

motor vehicle is taxable, if taxable, 

corporate limits the owner's residence is 

-13-
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motor vehicle is nae taxable; 

{b) name and address of the holder of any security 

interest in the motor vehicle: 

(c) description of motor vehicle, including make, year 

model, engine or serial number, manufacturer's model or 

letter, gross weight, type of body, and if truck, the rated 

capacity; and 

tdt--¼n--ease--er-re~e~i~~~e~ieft;-the-¼¼eense-namber-£or 

the-preeedi"q-year~-and 

te71£1_ sue~ other information as ~ the department 

may require. 

(2} A person who files an application for registration 

or reregistration of a motor vehicle, except of a mobile 

home as defined in 15-1-101(1), shall upon the filing of the 

application pay to the county treasurer: 

(a) the registration fee, as provided in 61-3-311 and 

61-3-321; and 

{b) unless it has been previously paid: 

(i} the personal property taxes assessed against the 

vehicle for the current year of registration and the 

immediately previous year; or 

(ii) the new motor vehicle sales tax against the vehicle 

for the current year of registration. 

{3) The application may not be accepted by the county 

treasurer unless the payments required by subsection (2) 
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accompany the application .. The de.partment or its agent may 

not assess and the county treasurer may not collect taxes or 

fees for a period other than: 

{a) the current year; and 

(b} the immediately previous year, if the vehicle was 

not registered or operated on the highways of the state, 

regardless of the period of time since the vehicle was 

previously registered or operated. 

(4) The department or its agent may make full and 

complete investigation of the tax stat~s of the vehicle. Any 

applicant for registration or 

proof from the tax or other 

proper county at the request 

agent." 

reregistration must submit 

appropriate records of the 

of the department or its 

Section 7. Section 61-3-305, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-3-305. Blanks to be provided. It ~ha±±-ee is the 

duty of the de.partment to provide blank application forms 

ett~i~fl¼ng--attd--p~eY~¼~~-£or-ffle-~flrof"Bla~~e~-n~eded-~n-each 

e%~9s-0£-~~tH~•~±on-~eq~±red7 and to furnish these upon 

request to applicant for registration.•• 

Section 8. Section 61-3-332, MCA, is amendeu to read, 

"61-3-332. {Temporary! Number plates. (1) iffet'y ~ motor 

vehicle that is ~riven upon the streets or highways of 

Montana must display both front and re.:.u· number plates¥ 

bea.ring the dist.incti·ve number assignrd the v-ehicle. The 
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number plates are in eight: !.Q. series: one series for owners 

of motor-carsr one for owners of moto-r vehicles of the 

motorcycle or quadricycle type, one for trailers, one for 

tru-c.ks-, one for dealers in vehicles of the motorcycle or 

quadricycle type that bear the distinctive letters 11 MCO" or 

the letters BMC 11 and the word "DEALER", one for f-ra.nchised 

dealers in new motorcars {including trucks and trailers) or 

new and used motorcars (.including trucks and trailers} that 

bear the distinctive letter 11 0" or the word "DEALER", one 

for dealers in used motorcars only (including used trucks 

and trailers) that bear the distinctive letters "UD" or the 

le-tter "U" and the word "DEALE.Ru, t!tftd one for dealers in 

trailers and/or semitrailers (new or used) that bear the 

dist.in-etive letters "OTR" or the letters 11 TRn and the word 

"DEALER", one for dealers .in recreational vehicles that btt:!,r 

the distinctive letters '"RV 11 or the letter "R" and the word 

"DEALER", and one for special l_i_cense plat.es. All markings 

foe the eier~ateft~iefled various kinds of dealers' plates aust 

be placed on the number plat.e.s assigned thereto in the 

position that the department designat.e·s. 

(2) All number plates for motor vehicles must be issued 

for a minimum period of 4 years, beaT a distinctive marking, 

and be furnished by the st.ate .. In years when number _plates 

a.re not issued,. the depart-ment shall provide nonremovable 

stici<ers bearing appYopr i.ate registration number-s that 1llilS-t 
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be affixed to the license plates in use. 

(3) Subject to the provisions of this section, the 

department shall create a new design for number plates as 

provided in this section, and it shall manufacture the newly 

designed number plates for issuance after January 1, 1991, 

to replace, at renewal as required in 61-3-312 and 61-3-314, 

number plates that were displayed on motor vehicles before 

that date. 

(4) In the case of motorcars and trucks, plates must be 

of metal 6 inches wide and 12 inches in length. The outline 

of the state of Montana must be used as a distinctive border 

on such license plates, and the word "Montana" and the year 

must be placed across the plates. Such registration plates 

must be treated with a reflectori2ed background material 

according to specifications prescribed by the department. 

15) The distinctive registration numbers must begin 

with a number one or with a letter-number combination, such 

as 11 A l" or 11 .AA 1 11
, or any other similar combination of 

letters and numbers. The distinctive registration number or 

letter-number combination assigned to the vehicle must 

appear on the plate preceded by the number of the county and 

appearing in horizontal order on the same horizontal 

baseline. The county number must be separated from the 

distinccive registrat~on number by a separation mark un1ess 

a letter-number combination is used. The dimensions of such 
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numerals and letters must be determined by the department, 

and all county and registration numbers must be of equal 

height. 

{6) For the use of tax-exempt motor vehicles, in 

addition to the markings he~e¼n provided in this section, 

number plates must ~ave--the~een bear the following 

distinctive markings: 

(a) For vehicles owned by the state, the department may 

designate the prefix number for the various state 

departments. All numbered plates issued to state departments 

must bear the words 11 State Owned", and no year number may be 

indicated thereon because these numbered plates are of a 

permanent nature and will be replaced by the department only 

when the physical condition of numbered plates requires it. 

(b) For vehicles that are owned by the countiesr 

municipalities, irrigation districts organized under the 

laws of Montana and not operating for profit, and school 

districts and that are used and operated by officials and 

employees thereof in line of duty and for vehicles on loan 

from the United States government or the state of Montana 

to, or owned by, the civil air patrol and used and operated 

by officials and employees thereof in the line of duty, 

there must be placed on the number plates assigned thereto, 

~n a position that the department may designate, the letter 

"X" or tht" 'word "EXEMPT". Distinctive registration numbers 
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~-for ,.plat.es assigned to moto·r vehicles of .each of ·;the 

:countiecs .in the ·state and those of the municipalities and 

sch'col district--s situat.--ed -within .each of the counties an-d 

thaee of the irrigation.districts that obtain plates within 

each county mus.t begin with number o-ne and . be numbered 

consecutive.ly. Be·caus.e these number .pl-ates are of a 

_pern:an.ent ·nature, e-h-ey :are s:ubje·ct to replacement by ·th:e 

department o-nl_y -when the -physical co,ndition of ·the .n.umber 

i;,l·ates :requ.ir-es it and a y-ear number may not be displayed on 

the numb-er.plates. 

{ 7) On all nwnber plates -as·signe-d to motor vehicles of 

·tn-e t"ruC'k . .a,nd tr-ail:er ,t;:y.pe, other ·th,a;n tax~ex·empt trucks .and 

tax-exempt trailers, there ·must ,4ppear the .letter "T 11 or the 

word •~TRUCK" o-n ;plates .assi:gned .to truck-s _ .. ,and ··tr-Je letters 

'"'1"R'
0 

or th:e .word '"'PRAILER .. on -plate.s assigned L:) trail·ers 

and houset.r,ailecs. The let:.ter.s "'M.C'' or the .word "CYCLE" must 

.appear on pl.ate-s -assigned to vehicles of the motorcycle or 

quadr.icycle ty.pe. 

(8) :,t,1umber- '.plat-es i;s-s.ued to .a pas.senger car., truck, 

tt"'ailer:, or \ .. ehiolie Of t.he motorcycle cir qL.l.ddricycle type 

may be ·tr-ansferred ortly to ·a repl-ace·m-ent passenger car, 

truck., tr,ailer, or ·motorcycle- or qu-adr.ic:;ycl·e-t;ype vehiclse. 

-No ,·r-egi-scr,a.t i·on or lh~ense f,ee '~Y be 4.Sse-sse:d upon .,a 

trans·f-er of -a--numeer --plate .u·nder 61-3--317 and 61-3-3"35. 

( 9) For 't"Ae -Pl.Ir-pose of this cha.pEer, the s@-veral 

~H- SB 191 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

."II 

.g 

l•O 

11 

12 

13 

.14 

15 

16 

17 

1.8 

li9 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

SB .0.li.Ql;/00 

count.i"5 .of the st.a tee are -assigned numbers as ·fo.llows: 

Sil uer Baw, l; Cascade, '2; 'le.llowstone, 3; -Mis-sou la, 4; 

Lewis and Clark, 5; Gallatin, 6; Flathead, 7; Fer-gus, 8; 

-Pow-der Riv-er:, 9; Carbon, 10; .Phillips, 11; Hill, 12, 

Ravalli, 13; Custer_, ,1.4; Lake, 15; Dawson, 16; Rooseve_lt, 

17; Beaverhead, 18; Chouteau, 1:9; Valley, 2Q; ~Tool:e, .21; ·-Big 

Horn, .-22; Russ-elsh-ell, :23; Blaine, 24; Madison, a2-5; :Po-Jld.era, 

.26: ·Riehland, n, ,Powell, 2·s, •Rosebud, 29: Deer Lod/J,I, 30; 

"Teton, ,31; -Stillwat-er, 3~; Treasure, 3·3; Shei:.ida·n, 3,4: 

Sanders, 

P.allon. 

35; Judith B-aai.n, lQ; Daniels, .]·7; Glacier, l8; 

39; Sweet Gr..as-s, 4Q; :-McCon~, 41; ,Qarbftc:-, A.2; 

Broadwater,. ,4.3; :.W!a..eatland, .4;-4; Pr.airi~, .;4-S; Granit~, .14&; 

Mea,g.Aer, .47; Li-berty, 48; Park, 49; Garfield, 50; Jeff:ttr:.so,11, 

51; Wibaux, 52; Golden Valle-¥, -$3; Niner-al, S,4; Petrolceulll,, 

5:5; Lincoln, ~i6. Any new .counties must be .assigned n·umb:er-s 

by the department as they may be formed, begi.nni.ng ~with the 

n11mber 57. 

.{.10) Ea¢h·tu,e of ~peci.al li~e.nse-pl.at-e awroved by j:~e 

leqis1ature, ex-eept colle,g1at..e license pl.at,e.s _;author iz-ed ,icn 

,,61-:h4-63, -m-ust·-be •;a_separ:ate ~sec:i,es of .. plat-e.$, .nuffl:Qf!-r-ed -AS 

.-erov.ided i.n subsection · ( 5), /-eXC!ept that, the count;y number 

must be replaced . by a nonr-emov.a--bl-e desi;gn or '-1ec,,,l 

desig.nati.nq · .. t.he.;gro.up Qr ·or~ganiution-.to-.Afhieh t.be r!fPli-caat 

belongs. Unless ot.her.....,ise -specif! iaally ,st.ated. i,n t:hi-s 

Srec:tion, --the ·special pl.ates ;ar,e subject to ·t.l,-e S,afll-e nJ.1<1s 
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and !aw!!_ as govern the issuance of regular license plates, 

must be placed or mounted on a vehicle owned by the E_erson 

who is eligible to receive them, and must be removed upon 

sale or other disposition of the vehicle. The special 

license plates must be issued to national guard members, 

former prisoners of war, handicapped persons, reservists 1. 

a~d disabled veterans, AND SURVIVORS OF THE PEA~L HARBOR 

ATTACK who comply with the fallowing provisions: 

(a) An active member of the Montana national guatd may 

be issued a special license plate with a design or decal 

displaying the letters "NG". The adjutant .9.eneral shall 

issue tg e~h activ_e me~er of _thLli!.C?nt~~na!;,__!_og_al _s,uard a 

certificate authori_~in.5. the division to issue one set of 

national guard p~~te~ a~d the member shall surrender the 

plates to the division upon becoming ineligible to use them. 

(b) An active member of the reserve armed forces of the 

United States of America who is a resident of tbis_!itate ma~ 

be issue9 a_~pecial license plate with a design or decal 

displaying the following: United States army reserve, AR 

(symbol): United States naval reserve, NR (anchor); United 

States air force reserve, AFR (symbol): United States marine 

corps reserve, MCR (globe and anchor). The commanding 

officer of each armed forces reserve unit shall issue to 

each eligible member of the reserve unit a certificate 

authorizing the issuance of one set of plates. The member 
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shall surrender the plates to the division upon becoming 

ineligible to use them. 

(c} A resident of Montana who is a veteran of the armed 

forces of the United States and who is 100% disabled because 

of an injury that has been determined by the veterans' 

administration to be service-connected ma:t.L u.122n 

e_resentation to the division of £COof of the ioo, 

disability, be issued a special license plate under this 

section with a design or decal displaying the letters "DV". 

(i) The fee for original or renewal registration by a 

100% disabled veteran for a passenger vehicle or a truck 

with a GVW-rated capacity of l ton or less is SS and is in 

lieu of all other fees and taxes for that vehicle under this 

chapter. 

(ii) Special license plates issued to_~ d~sabled veteran 

are not transferrable to another person. 

(iii) A disabled veteran is not entitled to a special 

license plate for more than one vehicle. 

(iv) A vehicle lawfully displaying a disabled veteran's 

plate and that is conveying a 100% dis~bl~d yeteran is 

entitled to the parking privileges allowed a handicapped 

person's vehicle under this titlea 

(dJ A Montana resident who is a veteran of the armed 

fo_rcPs of the United States and -..,as caot"..l.red and held 

e_r_~8tJner by a military force of a foreign natiofu documented 
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by his service record, may upon application and presentation 

of proof be issu•~d a special license plate with a design or 

decal displaying the words ••ex-prisoner of war 11 or an 

abbreviation as the department considers appropriate. 

(El UPON PAYMENT OF ALL TAXES AND FEES REQUIRED BY 

PARTS 3 AND 5 OF THIS CHAPTER AND UPON FURNISHING PROOF 

SATISFACTORY TO THE DEPARTMENT THAT TH.E APPLICANT MEETS THE 

REQUIREMENTS OF THIS SUBSECTION (E), THE DEPARTMENT SHALL 

ISSUE TO A MONTAIIA RESIDENT WHO IS A VETERAN OF THE ARMED 

SERVICES OF THE UNITED STATES SPECIAL LICENSE PLATES, FOR 

ONE MOTOR VEHICLE ONLY, DESIGNED TO INDICATE THAT THE 

APPLICAHT IS A SURVIVOR OF THE PEARL HARBOR ATTACK IF THE 

APPLICANT WAS A MEMBER OF THE UNITED STATES ARMED FORCES ON 

DECEMBER 7, 1941, WAS ON STATION ON DECEMBER 7, 1941, DURING 

THE HOURS OP 7:55 A.M. TO 9,45 A.M. (HAWAII TIME) AT PEARL 

HARBOR, THE ISLAND OP OAHU, OR OFFSHORE AT A DISTANCE OF NOT 

MORE THAN 3 MILES, AND RECEIVED AN HONORABLE DISCHARGE PROM 

THE UNITED STATES ARMED FORCES. IF SPECIAL LICENSE PLATES 

ISSUED UNDER TBIS SUBSECTION ARE LOST, STOLEN, OR MUTILATED, 

THE RECIPIENT OP THE PLATES rs ENTITLJ':D TO REPLACEMENT 

PLATES UPON REQUEST AND WITHOUT CHARGE. 

tet-(F) A Mont.a.na resident who is .eligible to receivt:! a 

special ·par-king permit under 49--4-301 may, upon written 

application on a fo-rm prescribed by the departrne:nt,, be 

issued a special lic-ense plate with a design or de-cal 
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bearinq a representation of a wheelchair as the symbol 9f 

the handic.apped person. (Terminates July l, 1996,...-sec. 4, 

Ch. 654, L. 1989. J 

61-l-332. (Effective July l, 1996) ~r plates. (1) 

every~ motor vehicle that is driven upon che streets or 

highways of Montana must display both front and rear number 

plates, bearing the distinctive number assigned the vehicle. 

The number plates are in eight 10 series: one series for 

owners of motorcars, one for owner$ of motor vehicles of the 

motorcycle or quadricycle type, one for trailers, one for 

trucks, one for dealers in vehicles of the motorcycle or 

quadricycle type that bear the distinctive letters "MCD• or 

the letters "MC" and the -word 11 DEALER", one for franchised 

dealers in new motorcars (including trucks and trailers) or 

new and used motorcars (including trucks and trailers) truilt 

bear -the distinctive letter "D" or the word "DEALER", one 

for dealers in used mo~orcars only (including used trucks 

and trailers) that bear tbe distinctive letters ttU0° or th.e 

letter "U" and the w-ord .. -DEALER11 ~ .af!<i· one for de•l-e·rs in 

trailers and/or semit~ailers (new or used) that bear the 

distinctive letters "OTR" or the 1-e:tte-rs "TRn a-nd the word 

"DEALER", oue fo-r .deale.rs i.n recr.~ational veb-i--eJ.es tl'l$,t ~.a.r 

the distinct;i.-¥,e 1-ette·rs "RV·" O't' the lette-r "R-" -~ -t.ne WQr,Ei 

"D·EALER", a.nd. one for spe<ci.al lic.e-.nse .plilitfi!:S.- All mar.kj..ng$ 

for u.e _,..,_,,.,±c,.ed v~F_ious ld.<>-de of deaie-rs' j>:lat.es must 

-,24- $1119;1. 
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be placed on the number plates assigned thereto in the 

position that the department designates. 

(2) All number plates for motor vehicles must be issued 

for a minimum period of 4 years, bear a distinctive marking, 

and be furnished by the state. In years when number plates 

are not issued, the department shall provide nonremovable 

stickers bearing appropriate registration numbers that 

be affixed to the license plates in use. 

must 

(3) Subject to the provisions of 

department s~all create a new design for 

this section, the 

.1umber plates as 

provided in this section, and it shall manufacture the newly 

designed number plates for issuance after January l, 1991, 

to replace, at renewal as required in 61-3-312 and 61-3-314, 

number plates that were displayed on motor vehicles before 

that date. 

(4) In the case of motorcars and trucks, number plates 

must be of metal 6 inches wide and 12 inches in length. For 

number plates issued after 1976, the outline of the state of 

Montana must be used as a distinctive border on such license 

plates, and the word 11 Montana 11 and the year must be placed 

across the bottom of the plates. Such registration plates 

must be treated with a ceflectorized background material 

according to specifications prescribed by the department. 

(5) The distinctive registration numbers must begin 

with a number one or with.a letter-number combination, such 
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as nA l" or "AA 1 11
, or any other similar combination of 

letters and numbers and be numbered consecutively for each 

series of plates. The distinctive registration number or 

letter-number combination assigned to the vehicle must 

appear on the plate preceded by the number of the county and 

appearing in horizontal order on the same horizontal 

baseline. The county number must be separated from the 

distinctive registration number by a separation mark unless 

a letter-number combination is used. The dimensions of such 

numerals and letters must be determined by the department, 

and all cuunty and registration numbers must be of equal 

height. 

(6) For the use of tax-exempt motor vehicles, in 

addition to the markings herein provided, number plates must 

have thereon the fellowing distinctive markings: 

(a) For vehicles owned by the state, the department may 

designate the prefix number for the various state 

departments. All numbered plates issued to scate departments 

must bear the words "State Owned", and no year number may be 

indicated thereon because these numbered plates are of a 

permanent nature and will be replaced by the department only 

when the physical condition of numbered plates requires it. 

(b) For vehicles that are owned by the co.inties, 

municipalities, irrigation districts organized under the 

laws of Montana and not operating for profit. and school 

-26- SB l.9l. 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

l4 

15 

16 

17 

18 

1.9 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

SB llJ.9JfOB 

d'i:stricts and that are used and o,pe.rated b:y officials and 

employees ther•ecf in line of duty and ·fox vehicles on loan 

from th·e Uni:t:ed Sta.t-e.s gov-t!!:-rnment or ·the state of Montana 

ta .. , or owned by, the civil air patrol -and used and operated 

by officials and employ.ees thereof in the line ·of duty, 

ther:e must be placed an the number plates assigned thereto, 

in a _position that the department may des.ignate, the letter 

.. X" or the word "EXEMPT". Distinctive ·registration numbe.rs 

for plates assigned to moto.r vehicles of each of the 

counties in the state and those of the municipalities and 

school districts situated within each of the counties and 

tho.se of the ixrigation dis.tr icts that obtain pl.ates w.ith.in 

each county -must begin wLth n.u.mbe_r one and .be numbered 

consecutively. -Because t.hes-e num.be.r plates are of " 
.peTmanent natur,e, they a-re -suhje.ct to repl.ac-eme-nt by the 

depa-rtment only when the physical condition of the number 

plates requires it and a year number may not be displ-ayed on 

the number plates. 

(7) On all number plates assigned to ·motor vehicles of 

the t-ruck and t.raile·r type, ot-her ·than tax-exempt trucks and 

ta:x-exe~pt trail-e.rs.,, t-he::r·e must appear the lette.r "T" .or the 

word ,..TRUCK" on plat-es -a-s--signed to true-ks and the Letters 

.,.TR11 or the wo-rd ... "TRAILER" .on p.la tes -.ass.igned to tr-ail:e.r-s 

and ho-usetra.ile:rs .• The lett·ers "!"-C"' or ·::.:1e .word "C'ICL:E" must 

appear on _plates ,,a1;s.i..gn-erl to vehicles of the motorcycle or 
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quadric:ycl.e type. 

(8.) NUffiber pl,at-es i.ssuad to a passenger car, truck-, 

tr-ailer,, or vehicle ·o.f the motorcycle or quadricycle type 

may he tr.an-s.fe.rred only to a replacement passenger car, 

truck, trailer., or motorcycle- or guadricycle-type vehicle. 

No registration or license fee may be assessed upon a 

transf.er of a number plate under 61-3-317 and 61-3-335. 

( 9) For t·be pu.r_poae of this chapter.. the several. 

counties cf the state are assigned numbers as t'olJ.owa: 

Silver Bow, 1, Cascade, 2; Yellowstone, 3, Missoula, 4, 

Lewis and Clar,k, s, Gallatin, 6: Flathead, 7; Fergus, 8; 

Powde-r Riv-er, 9; Carbon, 10; Phillips, 11; Hill, 12; 

Raval.Ii, 13: Custez-., 14; La-ke, J.5; Dawson, 16., Roosei.reit, 

17; Beaver-head, 18; Chouteau, 19; Valley, 20; Toole, 21; Big 

Horn., 22; Musselshell, 23; Blaine, 24; Madison, 2S; Pondera, 

26; Richland, 27; Powell, 28; Rosebud, 29; Deer Ledge, 30; 

Teton, 31; Stillwater., 32; T·t"easur-e, 33; Sheridan., J4; 

Sanders, 35; Judith Basin, 36; Daniels, n, Glacier, 38; 

Fallon, 39; Sweet Grass, 40.; McCone, 4.1.; Ca-rter., 42; 

.B.t"oadwater, 43; -Wheatland, 44; .Prai.rie, 45; Granite, 45; 

Mea-ghe·r, 47; Liberty,, 49; .Par;k., -4:"'9·; ,Ga.r-fi-eld, S-0; Jeffe,rs-on, 

51; Wibaux, 5.2: Gal.den Valley, ·S.3.; .t1ine-r-al.1 5-.4,; P.et--role-1iflt, 

55.; .Li.nco.ln-, 5-.6. Any new counti-es mus.-t be ,as·sj.,g.ned •~• 

b_y the department a-s they :may be :fo~med, ,beginning .wi:bh t-he 

,numbe.r 5 7 • 
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(10) Each type of special license plate approved by the 

legislature, except collegiate license plates authorized in 

61-3-463, must be a separate series of plates, numbered as 

provided in subsection (5), except that the county number 

must be replaced by a nonremovable design or decal 

designating the group or organization to which the applicant 

belongs. Unless otherwise specifically stated in this 

section, the special plates are subject to the same rules 

and laws as govern the issuance of regular license plates, 

must be placed or mounted on a vehicle owned by the person 

who is eligible to receive them, and must be removed upon 

sale or other disposition of the vehiclea The special 

license plates must be issued to national guard members, 

former prisoners of war, handicapped persons, reservists, 

a"d disabled veterans, AND SURVIVORS OF THE PEARL HARBOR 

~TTACK who comply with the following provisions: 

(a) An active member of the Montana national guard may 

be issued a special license plate with a design or decal 

displaying the letters "NG". The adjutant general shall 

issue to each active member of the Montana national guard a 

certificate authorizing the division to issue one set of 

national guard plates, and the member shall surrender the 

plates to the division upon becoming ineligible to use them. 

(b) An active member of che reserve armed forces of the 

United States of America who is a resident of this state may 
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be issued a special license plate with a design or decal 

displaying the following: United States army reserve, AR 

(symbol): United States naval reserve, NR (anchor); United 

States air force reserve, AFR (symbol): United States marine 

corps reserve, MCR (globe and anchor). The commanding 

officer of each armed forces reserve unit shall issue to 

each eligible member of the reserve unit a certificate 

authorizing the issuance of one set of plates. The member 

shall surrender the plates to the division upon becoming 

ineligible to use them. 

{c) A resident of Montana who is a veteran of the armed 

forces of the United States and who is 100% disabled because 

of an injury that has been determined bJt'. the veterans' 

administration to be service-connected may, U2Q:n 

presentation to the division of proof of the 100\ 

disability, be issued a sEecial license Elate under this 

section with a design or decal displaying the letters "DV". 

(i) The fee for original or renewal registration by a 

100\ disabled veteran for a Eassenqer vehicle or a truck 

with a GVW-rated capacity of l ton or less is $5 and is in 

lieu of all other fees and taxes for that vehicle under this 

cha~ 

(ii) Special license plates issued to a disabled veteran 

are not transferrable to another person. 

(iii) A disabled veteran is not entitled to a special 
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license plat·e f.or mo·re than one v.ehicle. 

( iv) A vehic:e lawfully d.isplaying a disabled. vete.ran 's 

plat·e and that is conveying a 100% disabled veteran .is 

entitled to the parking privileges allowed a handicapped 

person's vehicle u.ndex this title. 

(d) A Montana resident who is a veteran of the armed 

forces of the United States and was captured and held 

prisoner by a military force o.f a foreign nation, documented 

by his service recordT may upon application and presentation 

of proof be issued a special license plate with a design or 

decal dJsplaying the words 11 ex-prisoner of w-ar 11 or an 

abbreviation as the department conside .. rs appropriate. 

(E) UPON PAYMENT OF ALL TAXES AND FEES REQOIRED B'l 

PABTS 3 AND 5 OF THIS CHAPTER AND UPON FURNISHING PROOF 

SATISFACTORY TO THE DEPARTMENT THAT THE APPLICANT MEETS THE 

REQUIREMENTS OF THIS SUBSECTION (E), THE DEPARTMENT SHALL 

ISSUE TO A MONTANA RESIDENT WHO IS A VETERAN OF THE ARMED 

SERVICES OF THE UNITED STATES SPECIAL LICENSE PLATES, FOR 

ONE MOTOR VEHICLE ONLY, DESIGNED TO INDICATE THAT THE 

APPLICANT IS A SURVIVOR OF THE PEARL HARBOR ATTI.CK IF THE 

APPLICANT WAS A IJ!EMBER OF TliE UNITED STATES ARMED FORCES ON 

DECEMBER 7, 1941, WAS ON STATION ON DECEMBER 7, 1941, DURING 

THE HODRS OF 7: 55 A.II!. TO 9:45 A.M. (IIA--II TIME) AT PEARL 

HARBOR, THE ISLAND OF OAHU, OR OFFSHORE AT A DISTANCE OF NOT 

MORE THAN 3 JULES,_ AND R£CE:tVED AN JiONQ!l,Afil,E _ DH/CHARGE FROM 
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TIIE UNITED STATES ARMED FORCES. IF SPECI,AL LIClilllSE PLAT§ 

ISSUED UllDER Tl!IS SUBSECTION ARE LOST, STOLEN, OR MUTILATED, 

THE RECIPIENT OF THE PLATES IS ENTITLED TO REPLACEMENT 

PLATES UPON REQUEST AND WITHOUT CHARGE. 

fet(F) A Montana resident who is eligible to receive a 

special parking permit under 49-4-301 may, upon written 

application o.n a form prescribed by the department, be 

issued a special license plate with a design or decai 

bearing a representation of a wheelchair as the symbol of 

the handicapped person." 

Section 9. Section 61-3-333, MCA, is amended to read: 

•61-3-333. Replacing number plates. In the event of 

loss-, mutilation, or destruction of number plates, and/or 

validation devices, the owner of the registered motor 

vehicle may obtain from the department duplicates -eh~reef o.r 

replacements of the number plates upon filing sworn 

declaration showing stteh !:!!!! fact and payment of a fee of 

$2. In the event .of loss, muti.lation, or destruct.ion of 

pioneer plates, duplicates may be obtained in the sallle 

manner upon payment of a fee of $5." 

Se-ction 10. Section 61-3-465, MCA, is amended to read.: 

w61-3-ol65. Issuance -- appl.ication - addi:tiODA1 £ee -­

dispoa.ition. ( l} The depa-rt-ment shaJ.l is-sue o:r r::enew 

collegiate license plates upon receipt ·of an appli·cation 

25 that shows: 
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(a) compliance with 61-3-3037-6±-3-384, 61-3-311, and 

61-3-312; and 

(b) payment to the county treasurer of: 

(i) an initial application and manufacturing fee of 

$2.50, when required; and 

(ii) an annual scholarship donation of $20 for the 

benefit of the institution named in the application. 

(2) Once each month the county treasurer shall transfer 

to the state treasurer the total of the amounts collected 

for: 

1a) the initial application and manufacturing fee for 

deposit in the Montana state prison industries account in 

the proprietary fund for appropriation by the legislature to 

pay the cost of manufacturing collegiate license plates; and 

(b) scholarship donations provided for in subsection 

(l)(b)(ii), along with a schedule showing the number of 

collegiate license plates issued and the total donations 

received for the benefit of each institution. 

(3) Once each month the state treasurer shall 

distribute to the student academic scholarship fund or 

foundation of each institution an amount equal to the total 

donations credited to that institution and transferred to 

the state treasurer by the county treasurers during the 

preceding month.'' 

Section 11. Section 61-3-510, MCA, is amended to read: 
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"61-3-510. weed control fee. (1) A special weed control 

fee of $1.50 must be assessed on the annual registration or 

reregistration of each motor vehicle subject to 

registration. The fee must be collected by the county 

treasurer. 

(2) For purposes of this section, 

includes: 

motor 

(a) motor vehicle as defined in 61-1-102; 

(b) motorcycle as defined in 61-1-105; 

vehicle 

(C) motor-driven cycle as defined in 61-1-1061 and 

(d) quadricycle as defined in 61-1-133. 

(3) The following vehicles are exempt from the fee: 

(a) vehicles owned or controlled by the United States 

or a state, county, or city; 

(b) vehicles exempt from payment of registration fees 

by 61-3-32ltTtill; and 

tc) vehicles or equipment which is not self-propelled 

or which requires towing when moved upon a highway of this 

state.~ 

Section 12. Section 61-3-601, MCA, is amended to read: 

•61-3-601. Penalty for violations. Except as otherwise 

provided, a violation of any of the provisions of this 

chapter is a misdemeanor and is punishable by a fine not 

~xceectin~ $i~ $500. Nothing ~onta~ned-~e~ef~ in ~his section 

prevents the prosecution of a person for an offense 
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committed under any other law." 

Section 13. Section 61-3-604, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-3-604. Penalty for altering identification number. 

[l) A person who willfully removes or falsifies an 

identification number of a rector vehicle or motor vehicle 

engine is guilty of a misdemeanor. 

(2) Any person or persons, firm, or corporation wft~eh 

that sells or offers for sale i~ this state a vehicle the 

original vehicle identification number of which has been 

destroyed, removed, altered, covered, or defaced,-wi~h-ehe 

exe~p~¼eft-e£-etee~r¼ea¼¼y-prepei¼ee-wehte¼eft7 is guilty of a 

misdemeanor and upon conviction thereof shall be punished by 

a fine of not less than $200 or more than $500 and by 

imprisonment in the coun~y jail for a term of not less than 

30 days or more than 180 days4 Upon a second or subsequent 

conviction under this subsection, th.e punishment shall be 

imprisonment in the state prison for a term of not less than 

l year or mo·re than 5 years or a fine in an amount not to 

exceed $50,000, or both such fine and imprisonment." 

Section 14. Section 61-4-101, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-4-101. Application foe dealer's license. (1) Every 

pers-on, firm.,. corporation, or association which.,. for 

conunission or profit, engages in the business of buying, 

selling, e.x-changing, cffering, tarting fer consignme-nt_, 

soli·ci ting, advertising the sale of, or acting as a broker 
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of new 11otot vehicles, recraattonal vehicl,.!!, us'!d 1110tor 

vehicles, tr"ile~11 (11xcept trilil■n havim;i an unloii!ded 

weight of less than 500 pounds), semitrii!ilers, or speci4l 

mobile equipment as defined in 61-1-104 shall file, by m4il 

or otherwise, in the office of the department a verified 

application for licensure a$ a dealer, on a blank to be 

furnished by the department for that purpose and contii!ining 

the information required. 'l'he application and all of the 

information contained in it must be verified by the •••t•ff• 
ft¼9Awe~--pa~ro¼ department. ~ach applica1tion must be 

accompanied by the license fee specified in 61-4-102. A 

dealer's license must be rene~ed and paid for annually, "nd 

an application for relicen•ure •u$t be filed not later th~n 

Jan.uary 1 of each ye"r. If an application for renew"l of a 

license has been received by the depart•ent prior tQ the 

expiration of th.e license, the dealer m"y op.er~te hi$ 

business and display dealer plates under the e~pired license 

be-t1-o1een Jam,1.ary l and Fe_bru~ry :is followJ.ng e,1e~iration4 

( 2 l 'l'o quillify tor licensure and the i,;;su"nce and use 

of 0 0", "uoi-., ... avu, "DT8 11
, oi 11 MCD 11 plat•s ,iUJ h_e.re;i..D_ffts-1 

-p!'ovided~ the ~plic;1nt must f1,1rnish th.e fqlJQwin.t 

information a.no quillify 1,mder th.e following pro.visiQll-ll 1 

<al To q1,1<Jli.J;y 11s a new 1110to.- vehicl.e oeaier ~ tor 

che use of "0 11 platee, tl,l.e -•PPl-cicant must: 

( i) state the na"le under i,,hich th,li! O11sin.,sll ill' to iJ<I 
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conducted and the location of the premises (street address, 

city, county, and state} where records are kept, sales are 

made, and stock of motor vehicles is displayed; 

(ii) state the name and address of all owners or persons 

having an interest in the business, provided that in the 

case of a corporation, the names and addresses of the 

president and secretary are sufficient; 

(iii} state the name and make of all motor vehicles 

handled and the name and address of the manufacturer, 

importer, or distributor with whom the applicant has a 

written new motor vehicle franchise or sales agreement; 

(iv) execute a certificate to the effect that the 

applicant has a permanent building for the display and sale 

of new motor vehicles at the location of the premises where 

sales are conducted; 

(v) execute a certificate to the effect that the 

applicant has a bona fide service department for the repair, 

service, and maintenance of motor vehicles: and 

(vi) execute a certificate to the effect that the 

applicant is a bona fide dealer in new motor vehicles and 

that he is recognized by a manufacturer, importer, or 

distributor as a dealer in new motor vehicles. 

(b) To qualify as a used motor vehicle deaier and for 

the use of "UD 11 plates er-Las a recreational vehicle dealer 

and for the use of "RV" plates,~ trailer, semitrailer, 
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or special mobile equipment dealer and for the use of 11 DTR" 

platesL or as a motorcycle or quadricycle dealer and for the 

use of "MCD" plates, the applicant m.tsst shall, in addition 

to the matcers set forth in subsections (i) and {ii) of 

subsection {2)(a) above, provide: 

(i) a statement that the applicant has a building or 

lot and a sign readable at a minimum distance of 150 feet 

indicating the firm name as the principal place of business 

and that vehicles are offered for sale: and 

(ii) a certificate to the effect that the applicant is a 

bona fide dealer in used motor vehicles, recreational 

vehicles, trailers, semitrailers, special mobile equipment, 

motorcycles, or quadricycles. An applicant for a 

recreational vehicle dealer license mtts~ shall also indicate 

on the same certificate that he is recognized by a 

manufacturer, importer, or distributor as a dealer in 

recreational vehicles. 

(c) To qualify for a used motor vehicle dealer's 

license, a person m~st shall submit an 

for that license and comply with 

annual application 

the provisions of 

61-4-102(5) in addition to fulfilling the requirements of 

subsection (2J(b). 

(d) The provisions of subsection (2)(c) do not apply to 

an applicant wh~ is licensed as a motor vehicle wrecking 

facility under the provisions of Title 75, chapter 10, part 
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5, 

(3) (a) The applicant for a dealer's license shall also 

file with his application a good and sufficient bond in the 

sum cf $5.000, and the bond must be conditioned that the 

applicant shall conduct his business in accorda:i.ce with the 

requirements of the law. All bonds must run to the state of 

Montana, must be approved by the department and filed in its 

office, and must be renewed annually. 

(b) A person who suffers loss or damage due to the 

unlawful conduct of a dealer licensed under this section 

shall obtain a judgment from a court of competent 

jurisdiction prior to collecting the judgme·nt from the 

de·partment. The depa-rtment is responsible for payment under 

this section, in an amount not to exceed the maximum bond 

amount, only if the judgme.nt on which the payment is based 

determines a. specific loss or damage amount and concludes 

that the dealer's unlawful operation caused the loss or 

damage.._" 

Se-e~~n-·iS-:---~~¼mir-6i::.-6-3&X.7-MeA;,-is-s11n!fl~-~o-1:"msd--:­

"'J;¼-.-3·9ii!-,.--p..,,.,i;-or-cel!lp'¼¼anee.,--t¼t-1!2cept-,.,.--pro¥i:ded 

tn-st2:bs-eetri:'.en-t-it, befoce a-ny-app¼±eemt-~qun'"e'd-te-~-~!t'e~ 

i't~s---me,~oc--vel'ri--e½e--may,-de--S:er-~lite- appl.ie:i!U'f't!'-m.tts-~-e-er~¼.Ey-·t!e­

,et,e--eetttttryi,--er-etre"-tt"ter---el"a'~--ee---~s--se-s·--a-ff·---!m.'l:'.eflle'b'¼-¼e' 

i±l!!ri,-H~ey➔f'l:ettNtf'tt'!'@--peT'~-y;::----&.-eer'~'t't~at--e-0£.-s·e±-£;-±~t:ren-et!7 

or--..--~d--i-rt<i,.mttter-bcffd-o,e-tl'te:;,-!,e-i,-+<J¼l>¼e'-i'<>1"-'11't 
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e"empt::toft-ttftt'lef!-6l-6-¾lH-e1J¥e!'¼ftg--t:l!e--met:.,..--.. t1h¼e¼liT--'Pl'ie 

eel't::ti'ieat:¼ei,---sl!al¼---i.e--en--a--i'er111--p1'eser¼bed--b7--t:he 

deparu1eftt:T--'l'he--depertmlil'tte--mey--¼i11111e•Hai!e¼y--elll'tee¼-~-1e11e 

rlltlJi:!i't:'t'ati'en---a!"!d---¼1:eefl'iSi!--ji¼a·~es--e!--ePle--¥et'lt:e¼:e--tt-pen 

n-o~if¼ea~t:en--,et,-a-t--ePle--½f'l9ttPanee--ee-rt!2:t:t:eat:i:"Ml--was---ne-t 

eerreee¼y-represented7-Any-pft'son-who-in~ent-¼en-a¼¼y-prev½es 

~a¼se-±n£erma~¼~n-en-an-%naa~eftee-ee~~¼!¼ea~ieft-¼9-~a½!ey-ef 

unswo~fl-£e¼s¼i¼ea~ien-ee-a~t-her¼~¼es7 -pttn¼sflab¼e-as-pre-,r¼ded 

:tl't-4S-'i'-i!&3..-

ti!t--Aft--11ppl¼eal'tt:--fer--registrat¼eft-ef-11-metef!-vel!!,e¼e 

who-w-ishes-to-rei;¼ste-r-the--,,efti-e·¼-e--by--mai-:l:--11tt1s~--s¼9n--a 

stateioe!tt:--eft--telle-app¼ieatiei,-sttti!¼INJ-t,l!at:-the-app¼ieet-¼s 

i!t-eemp¼ieftee-rit:l!-i!he-fi,.a1teial-iialtt¼¼ty--f!equ¼f!et11el'tt:S--ef 

6¼-6-3&l..-

t3tf!:!--Al't--o-er--of--a--metof!--Y"ll¼ele--wl!e'--ettastr9'-l<<I 

maint-t!ttff-~Ke--~ftS'tlt'l!"l"te\!l-or·-bt!Jl'fd;...recitt'2'~e-e- tutcier--6¼-6-~¼ O't 

Vftes@'--~r,at~f-~.ea,t:e--ef---se½!-ift-st:tr-•f'tet!--i,-e81'te4!ie!cf-e'!"·-~s'e' 

••Mie¼e-eea-a-te-lft-ext!lllpt: ttnd=-6:1:-6-3&3 ,ma¼¼-i-ttide¼y 

,......,_...=--erre--,,.,g¼st:rei!*---al'll!-~Hee"n--~ff'l!!W--i'er--ewt!!' 

1teltie¼e--ee---t:l'h!--eettftty--t:reaS\frff--fM'--de!e:i!¥fff--te---tl'i<t 

liepaf!t-ftle--lffld~-""'7--rtete-e}le'Ut!t!!-M-pe'.,!li¼'t-~f!lft~.,~-iSlfe< 

¥1!Me¼,.-in-Mcmtlfflll'-'1ifl0it-¼ff9tlrlfffe'e'-l'li!JS-aga;,r,--~~-f'tff!1ttll'l<d 

es---P""ltti:red--aftd--<!l!..--¥eh'ieie--¼!J--a~--.. •~ff• .. d-·-l!fft'tf 

:1,,....,.,., .. ,:l.,. 
t+tfgj:~-Every ~ .-~ .. --Sftlltt-e4ft'y-¼~--l!f'--M~.,~--~e~i<r¼e 
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being--operaced--by--him--an--in9ttranee-eard-appreve4-by-the 

department-bttC-¼99tteft-by-the-insttranee-carrier-te-the--motor 

vehie¼e--owner-es-proo£-of-eomp¼ianee-with-6¼-6-38¼T-A-fflotor 

vehie¼e-o~erator--sha¼¼--exhihi~--the--insttrance--card--ttpon 

eelN!lnd-0£-a-;ns~¼ce-of-the-peaee;-a-eity-er-fflttnieipa¼-jttdge7 

a-peaee-0££ieer7-a-highway-patro¼-0££icer7-or-a-f±e¼d-depttty 

or-in~pecter-oE-the-department.-However;-no ~ person-charged 

witb--Yie¼ating--this--sttbsection-may not be-eonvieted-i£-he 

prodnces-in-eourt-or-the-o££iee--ef--the--arrestin~--o~~ieer 

preo£-oE-insttranee-va¼id-at-the-t~me-o£-h±s-erre~t~~ 

SECTION 15. SECTION 15-70-101, MCA, IS AMENDED TO READ: 

•1s-10-101. Disposition of funds -- contingent 

reduction of allocation. All taxes, interest, and penalties 

collected under this chapter, except those collected by a 

justice's court, shall be turned over promptly to the state 

treasurer, who shall place the same in the state special 

revenue fund to the credit of the department of highways. 

~hese Except as provided in subsection (9), those funds 

hereinbelow allocated to cities, towns, and counties shall 

be paid by the department of highways from the state special 

revenue fund to such cities, towns, and counties. 

(1) $14,000,000 of the funds collected under this 

chapter, except those collected by a j~stice's court, is 

statutorily appropriated, as prov::.ded in 17-7-502, to the 

department of highways and shall be allocated each fiscal 
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year vn a monthly basis to the counties and incorporated 

cities and towns in Montana for construction, 

reconstruction, maintenance, and repair of rural roads and 

city or town streets and alleys, as provided in subsections 

(l)(a) through (l)(c): 

(a) $54,000 shall be designated for the purposes and 

functions of the Montana rural technical assistance 

transportation program in Bozeman; 

lb) $6,323,000 shall be divided among the various 

counties in the following manner: 

(i) 40% in the ratio that the rural road mileage in 

each county, exclusive of the federal-aid interstate system 

and the federal-aid primary system, bears to the total rural 

road mileage in the state, exclusive of the federal-aid 

interstate system and the federal-aid primary system; 

(ii) 40\ in the ratio that the rural population in each 

county outside incorporated cities and towns bears to the 

total rural population in the state outside incorporated 

cities and towns~ 

tiii) 20% in the ratio that the land area of each county 

bears to the total land area of the state; 

(c) $7,623,000 shall be divided among the incorporated 

cities and towns in the following manner: 

li) 50t of the sum in the ratio that ~he popula~ion 

within the corporate limits of the city or town bears to the 
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total population within corporate limits of all the cities 

and towns in Mo~~ana: 

Iii) 50\ in the ratio that the city or town street and 

alley mileage, exclusive of the federal-aid interstate 

system and the federal-aid primary system, within corpor~te 

limits bears to the total street and alley mileage, 

exclusive of the federal-aid interstate system and 

federal-aid primary system, within the corporate limits of 

all citie.s and towns in Montana. 

(2) All funds hereby allocated to counties, cities, and 

towns shall be used for the construction, reconstruction, 

maintenance, and rep.air of rural roads, city or town streets 

and alleys or for the share which such city, town, or county 

might otherwise expend for proportionate matching of federal 

funds allocated for the construction of roads or streets 

which are part of the federal-aid primary or secondary 

highway system or urban extensions thereto, except that the 

governing body of a town or third-class city, as defined in 

7-1-4111, may each year expend no more than 25% of the funds 

allocated to that town or third-class city for the purchase 

of capital equipdtent and supplies to be used for the 

maintenance and repair of town or third-class city streets 

and alleys. 

(3) Upon receipt ~t the allocation provided herein, the 

governing bodies of the r.e-cipient counties, <:ities, a,nd 
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towns shall inform the department of highways of the 

purpOses for which the funds will be expended so that the 

county commissioners, the governing body, and the department 

of highways may coordinate the expenditure of public funds 

for road improvements. 

(4) All funds hereby allocated to counties, Cities, and 

towns shall be disbursed to the lowest responsible bidder 

according to applicable bidding procedures followed in all 

cases where the contract for construction, reconstruction, 

maintenance, or repair is in excess of $4,000. 

(5) For the purposes of this section where distribution 

of funds is made on a basis related to population, the 

population shall be determined by the last preceding 

official federal census. 

{ 6) For the purposes of this section where 

determination of mileage is necessary for distribution Of 

funds, it shall be the responsibility of the cities, towns, 

and" cou.nties to furnish to the department of highway's a 

yearly certified statement indicating the total mileage 

within their respective· areas applicable to this ohapter. 

Al.l. ntile-a,ge submitted shall be subject to review and 

approval by tlle department of highways. 

(-7} zxcep-t by a town or third-class eJ ty as- provided i-rt­

subsectiori {2), none of the funds authoriz·-ed try t-his- section 

sh"all be used- for the pil•ra.h:a-se of da-pi-tal E!gui-pment. 
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(8) Funds authorized by this section shall be used for 

construction and maintenance programs only. 

(9) The department of justice, upon determining that 

the county treasurer of a county fails to enforce the 

provisions of 61-6-302, shall certify that fact to the 

depart~ent of highways, and the department of highways shall 

decrease the payment to that county under the provisions of 

subsection (l)(b) by 25\ for each year until the department 

of justice subsequently certifies that the county treasurer 

is no longer failing to enforce the prov1s1.on~~ 6!_-6~02." 

NEW SECTION. SECTION 16. COORDINATION INSTRUCTION. ON 

PASSAGE ~D APPROVA~ OF_THIS BILL, BOUSE BILL NO. 98 IS 

13 VOID. 

14 

15 

NEW SECTION._ Section 17. Repealer. Sections 10-1-110, 

61-3-304, 61-3-444, 61-3-445, 61-3-447, 61-3-451, and 

16 61-3-505, MCA, are repealed. 

17 NEW SECTION. Section 18. Instructions to code 

18 commissioner~ To conform with the provisions of [this act], 

19 the code commissioner shall make the following revisions: 

20 (1) in 49-4-302(2) and (3), change 61-3-451 to 

21 61-3-332(10)(c): 

22 (2) in 49-4-304(1), change 61-3-445 to 

23 61-3-332ti8ttet(l0J{F): 

24 

25 

(3) in 61-3-313(3), change 61-3-451 to 61-3-332(10)(c); 

(4) in 61-3-4467~ 
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~ change: 

tatill 61-3-444 to 61-3-332(10)(d): 

tbti!.!.l 61-3-445 to 61-3-332ti8ttet(lO)(F): 

tetl.!l!.l 61-3-447 to 61-3-332(10)(b): and 

tdt.!lYl 61-3-451 to 61-3-332(10)(c); AND 

(B), INSERT 61-3-332(10) (E): 

SB 0191/03 

( 5) in 61-3-452, 61-3-453, 61-3-454, 61-3-455, and 

61-3-504(2), change 63-3-451 to 61-3-332(10)(c): 

( 6) in 61-3-507, delete "and 61-3-505" at the end of 

subsection (1) in the temporary version and at the end of 

the permanent version. 

-End-
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HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 

March 21, 1991 

Page 1 of 2 

Mr. Speaker: We, the committee on Highways and Transportation 

report that Senate Bill 191 (third read 

concurred in as amended • 

Signed: "t: wvvv I (.d)~I 
__..6.,,,,..,..u.A:141-=a _ ;::i rm.::.n 

Carried by: 

And~ that such amendments read: 

1. Title, line 12. 
Following: "PURPOSE;" 
Insert: "PROVIDING THAT A DISABLED VETERAN HAS THE OPTION OF 

RECEIVING A HANDICAPPED LICENSE PLATE OR, IF QUALIFIED, AN 
EX-PRISONER OF WAR LICENSE PLATE;" 

2. Page 22, line 9. 
Following: ■ Nov"" 
Insert: •or the handicapped license plate provided for in 61-3-

445" 

3. Page 22, line 14. 
Following: •chapter." 
Insert: "A disabled veteran who meets the requirements for 

issuance of a "DV" license plate and who also qualifies for 
the issuance of an ex-prisoner of war license plate may 
obtain the ex-prisoner of war license plate upon payment of 
the same $5 fee.• 

4. Page 41, line 11 through page 45, line 10. 
Strike: section 15 in its entirety 
Insert: "Section 15. Section 61-6-302, MCA, is amended to read: 

D:f eel the re'listratien f!tnei lieentte r,J:e.te.!I et 

iaea ~ .. 
~ 

'"l' 

"' 

611135SC.HSf 

March 21, 1991 
Page 2 of 2 

i:fica:'tiel"l tl-.at -tke iFJtBt:H.•tuiee eePtifieatieR uaa not; gorrootly 

~~ii7Efg~~t~~ r~e;~~Yrli:1a:~9W9~ft 
!I J l)Uhi 

-f-3t An owner of a motor vehicle who ceases to maintain the 
insurance or bond required under 61-6-301 or whose certificate of 
self-insurance is canceled or whose vehicle ceases to be exempt 
under 61-6-303 shall immediately surrender the registration and 
license plates for the vehicle to the county treasurer for 
delivery to the department and may not operate or permit 
operation of the vehicle in Montana until insurance has again 
been furnished as required and the vehicle is again registered 
and licensed. 

+4,+(2) ~ A person shall carry in a motor vehicle being 
operatedtiy him an Insurance card approved by the department but 
issued by the insurance carrier to the motor vehicle owner as 
proof of compliance with 61-6-301. A motor vehicle operator shall 
exhibit the insurance card upon demand of a justice of the peace, 
a city or municipal judge, a peace officer, a highway patrol 
officer, or a field deputy or inspector of the department. 
Heve eF; Re~ person charged with violating this subsection may 
not be convicted if he produces in court or the office of the 
arresting officer proof of insurance valid at the time of his 
arrest.•• 
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SENATE BILL NO. 191 

INTRODUCED BY T. BECK 

BY REQUEST OF THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO GENERALLY REVISE 

MOTOR VEHICLE REGISTRATION AND TITLING LAWS: BEbETfNS-~HE 

RBeHtRl!Mf!NT-P6R-eBRTfPfeATf6H-8P-bfABfbfT¥-fNSHRANeE-BN--THE 

RB8fSTRATf6N---RE€EfPT~ PROVIDING FOR THE ISSUANCE OF 

SPECIAL-PURPOSE LICENSE PLATES, INCLUDING LICENSE PLATES 

ISSUED TO SURVIVORS OF _THE PEARL HARBOR ATTACK, BY CREATING 

11 A GENERIC PLATE WITH A DESIGN OR DECAL INDICATING THE 

12 

13 

14 

SPECIAL PURPOSE; PROVIDING THAT A DISABLED VETERAN HAS THE 

OPTION OF RECEIVING A HANDICAPPED LICENSE PLATE OR, IF 

QUALIFIED, A~_ EX-PRISONER OF WAR LICENSE PLATE; CREATING A 

15 NEW CLASS OF DEALER PLATE FOR RECREATIONAL VEHICLE DEALERS; 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

ALLOWING FOR REPLACEMENT PLATES INSTEAD OF ISSUING DUPLICATE 

LICENSE PLATES; REMOVING THE EXCEPTION FOR ELECTRICALLY 

DRIVEN VEHICLES IN THE VEHICLE IDENTIFICATION NUMBER 

STATUTE; TRANSFERRING THE DUTY OF INSPECTING DEALERS FROM 

THE HIGHWAY PATROL TO THE MOTOR VEHICLE DIVISION; PROVIDING 

THAT EXEMPT PLATES BE REISSUED ONLY WHEN DAMAGED OR 

DESTROYED; INCREASING THE PENALTY FOR VIOLATING VEHICLE 

TITLING, REGISTRATION, OR TAXATION LAWS; REBHefNS--THB 

Abb8eATl8N-8P-SAS8blNE-~AK-P8NBS-~8-A-€8HNT¥-FeR-FAftH"B--f9 

ENPBREE--THS--PR96P--9P--€8MPbfA~€E-Pl<ElYfSfBN~ VOIDING HOUSE 

~,na "•""'••• cou-" 
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BILL NO. 981 AMENDING SECTIONS ¼5-,9-¼9'!c, 61-1-130, 

61-3-101, 61-3-201, 61-3-205, 61-3-206, 61-3-303, 61-3-305, 

61-3-332, 61-3-333, 61-3-465, 61-3-510, 61-3-601, 61-3-604, 

ANB 61-4-101, ANB-6¼-6-39rT AND 61-6-302, MCA; AND REPEALING 

SECTIONS 10-1-110, 61-3-304, 61-3-444, 61-3-445, 61-3-447, 

61-3-451, AND 61-3-505, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 61-1-130, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-1-130. Motor home. "Motor home" as used in 61-3-521 

11 and 61-3-522 means a se¼r-~repe¼¼ed motor vehicle e~i~±~e¼¼y 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

des±9ned--or--permanen~%y--a¼~ered--to---prov±de---~emperary 

Eae¼¼i~~es-ior-reerea~½e~e¼7-tr~ve¼7-er-earnpiftg-~se~ 

(1) designed to provide temporary living quarters, 

built as an integral part of or permanently attached to a 

self-propelled motor vehicle chassis or van; 

(2) containing oermanently installed independent life 

support systems that meet the ANSI/All9.2 standard: and 

(3) providing at least four of the following types of 

facil3.ties: 

or 

(d) cooking, refrigeration, or icebox; 

lli self-contained toilet; 

i.£L~heatina or ai=-conditioning, or both; 

l_::iJ __ E._,Jl..1b.:e ,,,.-u.e= supply, including a. fa:..:.cet ar:.:S si:'lk; 
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(e) separate 110-volt or 125-volt electrical power 

supply or a liguified petroleum gas supply, or both." 

Section 2. Section 61-3-101, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-3-101. Duties of department records. { l) ·T'he 

department shall keep a record as he~e±~~r~e~ specified 

this section of all motor vehicles, trailers, 

in 

and 

of semitrailers of every kind, and of certificates 

registration and ownership thereof of those 1.:ehicles, and of 

all manufacturers and dealers in motor vehicles. 

(2) In the case of motor vehicles, trailers, and 

semitrailers, the record sha~¼ must show the following: 

(a) name of owner, residence by town and county, and 

business address; 

lb) name and address of conditiona~ sales vendor, 

mortgagee, or other lienholder and amo1-nt d...:.e under contract 

or lien; 

(c) manufacturer of ea~ vehicle; 

(d) manufacturer's designation of style of eer--or 

vehicle; 

(e) 

( f) 

identifying number; 

year of manufacture; 

(g) character of motive power and shippi~g weight of 

C8r vehicle as shown by the manufacturer; 

(~) the distinctive license number as~:g~ed ~o the 

vehicle ~; 
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(i) if a truck or trailer, the number of tons• capacity 

or GVW if imprinted on manufacturer's identification plate; 

(j) exceot as provided in 61-3-103, the name and 

complete address of any holder of a perfected security 

interest 1n a vehicle; and 

tjtfil stte~ other information ee that may from time to 

time be found desirable. 

(3) The department shall file applications for 

registration received by it from the county treasurers of 

the state and register the vehicles there¼~ described in the 

applications and the owners en~r~e~ of ~he vehicles in 

suitable booKs or on index cards, as follows: 

(a) under the distinctive license nu~ber assigned to 

the vehicle by the county treasurer; 

(b) alphabetically under the name of the owner; 

(C) numerically under make and identifying number of 

the vehicle; and 

(d) ~~eh other index of registration as the department 

considers expedient. 

( 4) Vehicle registration records and indexes and 

driver's license records and indexes may be maintained by 

electronic recording and storage media. 

(5) In the case of dealers, the records ~haii must show 

the informat icn contained in the application for dealer's 

license as required by 61-~-101 through 61-4-105, as well as 
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the distinctive license number assigned to the dealer. 

(6) In order to prevent an accumulation of unneeded 

records and files, the department 9ha±¼-have--the--att~fter±ty 

aftd--~t--9ha¼t--ee--its has the authority and the duty to 

destroy all records and files whieh that have ceased to &e 

e£-~ny ~ value. 

(7) The department may establish and maintain a 

short-wave radio station in order to report motor vehicle 

registration information to the highway patrol, to sheriffs, 

and to the chiefs of police of each incorporated city of the 

state who are able to communicate with stteh the short-wave 

radio station. 

(8) All records 9ha¼± ~ be open to inspection during 

all reasonable business hours, and the department shall 

furnish any information from the records upon payment by the 

applicant of the cost of transcribing the information 

requested. 11 

Section 3. Section 61-3-201, MCA, is amended to read: 

•61-3-201. Transfer of interest cancellation of 

erroneous certificate of ownership. (1) Upon a transfer of 

any interest in a motor vehicle registered under the 

provisions of this chapter, the person whose interest is to 

be transferred shall write his signature with pen and ink 

upon the certificate of cwnership issued for '::ne ·1enic:..e in 

tne appropriate space provided ~pon-the-re~er~e-~td~-~r-~~e 
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e~r~ifieate, and the signature must be acknowledged before 

the county treasurer, a deputy county treasurer, or a notary 

public. 

(2) Within 20 calendar days after endorsement, the 

transferee shall forward both the endorsed certificate of 

ownership with the odometer mileage statement required under 

61-3-206 and the certificate of registration, together with 

the information required under 61-3-202, to the county 

treasurer, who shall forward them to the department. The 

department may not issue a certificate of ownership or 

certificate of registration until the outstanding 

certificates are surrendered to that office or their loss is 

established to its reasonable satisfaction. Failure to make 

application within the 20-day grace period subjects the 

transferee to a penalty of $10. The county treasurer shall 

collect the penalty at the time of registration. The penalty 

is in addition tc the fees otherwise provided by law. If the 

transferee does not make application within 25 days, a 

creditor or secured party may pay the fees for the transfer 

of title and filing of security interest or lien in order to 

have title transferred to the transferee and have the 

security interest or lien f:led. The creditcr or sec~red 

party is not liQble fur the penQlty, ~egistrat:on fees, or 

taxes. T~e depart:~e~t shall return the cer~~ficate ~f t:::e 

t~ the county r~~~~li:er as pro~ided in 61-3-~03(1), ~hen ~n~ 
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certificate of ownership is returned by the department to 

the county treasurer, the treasurer shall hold the 

certificate of ownership until the vehicle is properly 

registered. 

(3) In the event of a transfer by operation of law cf 

any interest in a motor vehicle as upon inheritance, devise, 

or bequest, order in bankruptcy or insolvency, execution 

sale, repossession upon default in the performance of the 

terms of a lease or executory sales contract, or otherwise 

than by voluntary act of the person whose title or interest 

is transferred, the executor, administrator, receiver, 

trustee, sheriff, or other representative or successor in 

interest of the person whose interest is transferred shall 

forward to the department an application for a certificate 

of ownership in the form required by the department Pe~-~~ 

e~ig¼~ai--app¼±eat±on--£or--a--eert%£ieat~---o£---own~r9hip, 

together with a verified or certified statement of the 

transfer of interest. The statement must set forth the 

reason for the involuntary transfer, the interest 

transferred, the name of the person to whom the interest is 

to be transferred, the process of procedure effecting the 

transfer, and other information requested by the department. 

Evidence and instruments otherwise required by la~ to effect 

a transfer of legal or equitable title to or a~ interest in 

chattels as may be required iG such cases must be (urnished 
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with the statement. If the department is satisfied that the 

transfer is regular and that all formalities required by law 

have been complied with, it shall send to the owner, 

co~ditional sales vendor, lessor, mortgagee, and other 

lienor, as shown by its records, notice of the intended 

transfer and, not less than 5 days after sending notice, 

shall issue a new certificate of ownership and certificate 

of registration to the transferee. The notice required by 

this section is complied with by deposit in the post office 

in Deer Lodge, Montana, of the notice, postage prepaid, 

addressed to the person at the respective address shown on 

its records. 

(4) When the vehicle certificate of ownership that is 

involuntarily transferred is not registered in this state, 

the procedure in subsection (3) must be followed in applying 

for a new certificate of ownership and certificate of 

registration b~t; however, in lieu of the statement required 

in subsection 13), the department may accept an affidavit of 

repossession on the form provided by the state in which a 

lien has been perfected and the department need not send 

notice of intended transfer and shall issue a new 

certificate of ownership and a new certificate of 

registration to 

certificates, 

the person entitled to them. the 

\ 5) (a) If the owner of one er more motor vehicles, 
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trailers, semitrailers, or housetrailers registered under 

this chapter and not exceeding a combined value of $15,000 

dies without leaving other property necessitat:ng the 

procuring of letters of administration or letters 

testamentary~ the surviving spouse or other heir unl.ess tne 

property is by will otherwise bequeathed may secure transfer 

of the decedent's certificate of ownership and the 

certificate of registration for the vehicle. 

(b) The person seeking transfer of the certificate of 

ownership shall file an affidavit with the department 

setting forth the fact of survivorship and the name and 

address of any other heirs and other facts as are necessary 

under subsection (5)(a) to entitle the affiant to a 

transfer. 

(c) The department is authorized to transfer the 

certificate of ownership and certificate of registration, 

subject to all security interests shown by its records, upon 

receipt of an affidavit showing that the affiant is entitled 

to a transfer under the provisions of subsection (S)(a) of 

this section. 

(6) Nothing in subsection (5) prevents a"Y ~ secured 

party from assigning his interest in a motJr ve~ic:e 

registered under the provisions of this chapte~ to ~~Y oth~r 

person wichout the consent of and without affe~~:~~ ::~e 

interest 0f the holder of the certificilte of ownership and 
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certificate of registration. Upon any assignment by a 

secured party of his security interest in any motor vehicle 

registered under this chapter, a copy of the assignment must 

be filed with the department and a record of the assignment 

made upon its records. 

(7) The certificate of ownership is valid until 

canceled by the department upon a transfer of any interest 

shown in the certificate, and annual renewal is r.ot needed. 

( 8) {a) Upon its determination that a certificate of 

ownership contains an error caused by the department, the 

department may cancel the certi.ficate of ownership and issue 

a replacement for ~he erroneous certificate if the ow~er has 

returned the certificate to be canceled. 

(b) Any person who fails to return a certificate cf 

ownership issued with an error caused by the department 

after receiving actual notice of the department's demand for 

the return of the certificate as required by subsection 

(8}(a) is guilty cf a misdemeanor and upon conviction may be 

fined an amount not to exceed $500. 11 

Section 4. Section 61-3-205, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-3-205. Transfer of ownership of vehicles by 

insurance company. (ll When an insurance company or its 

adii1ster has taKe~ pcssessio~ of a motor vehicle as a result 

L""'t :.,;eo:tling ,:i;:: ·;~s~~d~ce cla~m and tra~sfe~s owne~snip nf 

the motor vehic~e. :t sh~!l deliver cc ~he ~:ansf~ree at the 
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time of transfer a certificate of ownership signed and 

acknowledged by the registered owner or owners before the 

county treasurer, a deputy county treasurer, or a notary 

public. 

(2) If the certificate of ownership names one or more 

holders of a perfected security interest 1n the motor 

vehicle, the insurance company or its adjuster shall also 

secure and deliver to the transferee a release from the 

secured party of the security interest." 

Section 5. Section 61-3-206, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-3-206. Odometer disclosure requirements on transfer 

of vehicle -- dealer to preserve record. (1) Except as 

provided in subsection (3), before executing any transfer of 

ownecship document relating to a motor vehicle, each seller 

of a motor vehicle shall record o~ cne certificate of 

ownership the odometer reading at the time of transfer or, 

if the certificate of ownership does not provide for the 

recording of the odometer reading, furnish to the purchaser 

a written statement signed by each the seller, who shall 

also print his name on the written statement, containing the 

following information: 

(a) the odometer reading at the time of transfer; 

(b) the date of transfer: 

(c) the seller's name and current address: 

{d) the purchaser's name and current address: 
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(e) the vehicle year, make, model, body style, and 

identification number: 

(f) one of the following statements or certification: 

(i) a certification by the seller that, to the best of 

his knowledge, the odometer reading reflects the actual 

miles or kilometers the vehicle has been driven; 

{ii) if the seller knows that the odometer reading 

reflects the amount of mileage in excess of the designed 

mechanical odometer limit of 99,999 miles or kilometers, he 

stall include a statement to that effect: or 

(iii) if the seller knows that the odometer reading 

differs from the number of miles er kilometers the vehicle 

has actually traveled and that the difference is greater 

than that caused by odometer calibration error, he shall 

include a statement that the odometer reading is not the 

actual mileage and should not be relied upon. 

(2) The purchaser shall acknowledge receipt of the 

disclosure statement by signing it and printing his name on 

the disclosure statement. 

(3) The seller of the following types of motor vehicles 

need not disclose the odometer reading of the vehicle as 

required in subsection {1): 

(a) a motor vehicle that is 10 years old or older; 

(bl a vehicle that is not self-propelled: 

(c) a new motor vehicle transferred between dealers 

-12- SB 191 



l 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

ll 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

SB 0191/04 

prior to its first retail sale, unless such vehicle has been 

used as a demonstrator; 

(d) a vehicle having a gross weight rating of more than 

16,000 pounds; or 

(e) a vehicle sold directly by the manJfacturer to an 

agency of the united States. 

(4) A dealer licensed under 61-4-101 shall create a 

record of the information required in subsection (l) and 

shall maintain and preserve that record for at least 5 years 

after the date of sale of the motor vehicle to which the 

information pertains. 11 

Section &. Section 61-3-303, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-3-303. Application for registration. 11) Every 

owner of a motor vehicle operated or driven upon the public 

highways of this state shall for each motor vehicle owned, 

except as herein otherwise expressly prov:ded, file or cause 

to be filed in the office of the county treasurer where the 

owner makes his permanent residence at the time of making 

the application or, if the vehicle is owned by a corporation 

or used primarily for commercial purposes, in the taxing 

jurisdiction of the county where the vehicle is permanently 

assigned, an application for registration or reregistration 

upon a blank form to be prepared and :'.:t,rnished by tht? 

department. rhe applicatio~ snall contai~: 

(a) name and address of owner, giving ~~011nty, s,~hool 
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district, and town or city within whose corporate limits the 

motor vehicle is taxable, if taxable, or within whose 

corporate limits the owner's residence ls located if the 

motor vehicle is not taxable; 

(b) name and address of the holder of any sec~rity 

interest in the motcr vehicle; 

(c) description of motor vehicle, including make, year 

model, engine or serial number, manufacturer's model or 

letter, gross weight, type of body, and if truck, the rated 

capacity; and 

tdt--in--ease--e£-reregistratie~,-t"~-~iee~se-namber-£or 

the-p~eeed~ng-yeer7-and 

tetl!!l_ stte" other information as that the department 

may require. 

(2) A person who files an app~icacion for registration 

or reregistration of a motor vehicle, except of a rnob~le 

home as defined in 15-1-101(1), shal: ~pen the filing of the 

application pay to che county treasure:~ 

(a) the registration fee, as provided in 61-3-311 and 

61-3-321; 3nd 

tb) unless it has been previously paid: 

(i) the personal prcperty taxes assessed against t~e 

vcl11cle for the current year of registraticn a~d ~te 

\.ir.rr.t:>diat.e:..y pr~·::.~·_:.s -;ear; ,:ir 

(1i) ~~e ne~ ~ctor vehicle sales ~3X againsc the ~en~c~e 
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for the current year of registration. 

(3) The application may not be accepted by the county 

treasurer unless the payments required by subsection {2) 

accompany the application. The department or its agent may 

not assess and the county treasurer may not collect taxes or 

fees for a period other than: 

(a) the current year; and 

(b} the immediately previous year, if the vehicle was 

not registered or operated on the highways of the state, 

regardless of the period of time since the vehicle was 

previously registered or operated. 

(4} The department or its agent may make full and 

complete investigation of the tax status of the ;.;chicle. Any 

applicant for registration or 

proof from the tax or other 

proper county at the request 

agent.~ 

reregistration must submit 

appropriate records of the 

of the department or its 

Section 7. Section 6l-3-305, MCA, is amended to read: 

•61-J-JOS. Blanks to be provided. It ~ha¼¼-be is the 

duty of the department to provide blank application forms 

ett~¼¼n~ng--and--prev¼ding-£or-e~e-±nEormat¼en-needed-±n-eaek 

e¼aes-e£-reg½s~ree%on-reqtt±red, and to furnish these upon 

request to applicant for registration." 

Section 8. Section 61-3-332, MCA, is amended tc: ~ead: 

"61-3-332. (Temporary) Number plates. (l) Every~ motor 
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vehicle that is driven upon the streets or highways of 

Montana must display both front and rear number plates, 

bearing the distinctive number assigned the vehicle. The 

number plates are in e±ghc- !Q series: one series for owners 

of motorcars, one for owners of motor vehicles of the 

motorcycle or quadricycle type, one far trailers, one for 

trucks, one for dealers in vehicles of the motorcycle or 

quadricycle type that bear the distinctive letters "MCD" or 

the letters "MC" and the word "DEALER", one for franchised 

dealers in new motorcars (including trucks and trailers) or 

new and used motorcars (including trucks and trailers) that 

bear the distinctive letter "D 11 or the word "DEALER", one 

for dealers in used motorcars only (including used trucks 

and trailers) that bear the distinctive letters ''UD" or the 

letter 11 U11 and the word "DEALER", and cne !_--:;~- dealers in 

trailers and/or semitrailers (new or used) that bear the 

distinctive letters "DTR" or the letters "TR" and the word 

"DEALER", one for dealers in recreational vehic~es that bear 

the distinctive letters "RV" or the letter "'C{" and the word 

11 DEALER", and one for special license pl.1.t:.es. All markings 

for the afe~ementioned various kinds of dealers' plates must 

be placed on the number plates assigned the~eta in the 

position that the department designates. 

(2) All number plates for motor vehicles .'r.' .• .lSt be issued 

for a minimum period of 4 years, bear a distinctive marking, 
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and be furnished by the state. In years when number plates 

are not issued, the department shall provide nonremovable 

stickers bearing appropriate registration numbers that must 

be affixed to the license plates in use. 

(3) Subject to the provisions of this section, the 

department shall create a new design for number plates as 

provided in this section, and it shall manufacture the newly 

designed number plates for issuance after January 1, 1991, 

to replace, at renewal as required in 61-3-312 and 61-3-314, 

number plates that were displayed on motor vehicles before 

that date. 

(4) In the case of motorcars and trucks, plates must be 

of metal 6 inches wide and 12 inches in length. The outline 

of the state of Montana must be used as a distinctive border 

on such license plates, and the word 11 Montana" and the year 

must be placed across the plates. Such registration plates 

must be treated with a reflectorized background material 

according to specifications prescribed by the department. 

(5) The distinctive registration numbers must begin 

with a number one or with a letter-number combination, such 

as "A 1 11 or "AA 1 11 , or any other similar combination of 

letters and numbers. The distinctive registration number vr 

letter-number combination assigned to the vehicl~ mu~t 

appear on the plate preceded by the number cf the cnti~ry 31~d 

appearing in horizontal order on the same !:or l;.vnt.J} 
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baseline. The county number must be separated from the 

distinctive registration number by a separation mark unless 

a letter-number combination is used. The dimensions of such 

numerals and letters must be determir.ed by the department, 

and all county and registration numbers must be of equal 

height. 

(6) For the use of tax-exempt motor vehicles, in 

addition to the markings ~ere~" provided in this section, 

number plates must have--thereon bear the following 

distinctive markings: 

(aJ For vehicles owned by the state, the department may 

designate the prefix number for the various state 

departments. All numbered plates issued to state departments 

must bear the words "State Owned", and no year number may be 

indicated thereon because these numbered plates are of a 

permanent nature and ~ill be replaced by the department only 

when the physical condition cf numbered plates requires it. 

(b) For vehicles that are owned by the counties, 

municipalities, irrigation districts organized under the 

laws of Montana and not operatir.g far profit, and school 

districts and that are used and operated by officials and 

employees thereof in line of duty and for vehicles on loan 

from the United S~ates government or ~~e state cf Montana 

tu, ~r ~wned t the civi: ai~ pa~=~~ a~d LSed and operated 

by ~fficials ai:d ~mpl0yees thereof :n tne lin~ of duty, 
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there must be placed on the number plates assigned thereto, 

in a position that the departmenc may designate, the letter 

"X" or the word "EXEMPT". Distinctive registration numbers 

for plates assigned tc motor vehicles of each of the 

counties in the state and ~hose of the municipalities and 

school districts situated within each of the counties and 

those of the irrigation districts that obtain plates within 

each county must begin with ~Qmber one and be numbered 

consecutively. Because chese number £1ates are of a 

permanent nature, they are subject to replacement by the 

department only when the phvsical condition of the number 

plates requires it and a year number may not be displayed on 

the number plates. 

(7) On all number plates assigned to motor vehicles of 

the truck and trailer type, ether than tax-exempt trucks and 

tax-exempt trailers, there must appear the letter 11 T 11 or the 

word ''TRUCK'' on plates assigned to trucks and the letters 

"TR" or the word "TRAILER" on plates assigned to trailers 

and housetrailers. The letters "MC 11 or the word 11 C'lCLE" must 

appear on plates assigned to vehicles of the motorcycle or 

quadricycle type. 

(8) Number plates issued to a passenger car, truck, 

trailer, or vehicle of the motorcycle or quadricycle type 

~ay be transferred only to a ~eplacement passenger car, 

truck, trailer, or motorcycle- or quadricycle-type vehicle. 
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No registration or license fee may be assessed upon a 

transfer of a number plate under 61-3-317 and 61-3-335. 

{9) For the purpose of this chapter, the several 

counties of the state are assigned numbers as follows: 

Silver Bow, l; Cascade, 2; Yellowstone, 3; Missoula, 4; 

Lewis and Clark, 5; Gallatin, 6; Flathead, 7: Fergus, 8; 

Powder Rive::, 9; Carbon, 10; Phillips, 11; Rill, 12; 

Ravalli, 13; Custer, 14; Lake, 15; Dawson, 16; Roosevelt, 

17; Beaverhead, 18; Chouteau, 19; Valley, 20; Toole, 21; Big 

Horn, 22; Musselshell, 23; Blaine, 24; Madison, 25; Pondera, 

26; Richland, 27; Powell, 28; Rosebud, 29; Deer Lodge, 30; 

!'eton, 31; Stillwater, 32; Treasure, 33; Sheridan, 34; 

Sanders, 

Fallon, 

35; Judith Basin, 36; Daniels, 37; Glacier, 38; 

39; Sweet Grass, 40; McCone, 41; Carter, 42; 

Broadwater, 43; Wheatland, 44; Prairie, 45; Granite, 46; 

Meagher, 47; Liberty, 48; Park, 49; Garfield, 50; Jefferson, 

51; Wibaux, 52; Golden Valley, 53; Mineral, 54; Petroleum, 

55; Lincoln, 56. Any new counties must be assigned numbers 

by the department as they may be formed, beginning with the 

number 57. 

(10) Each type of special license plate approved by the 

legislature, except collegiate license plates authorized in 

61-3-463, must be a separate series of plates, numbered as 

prvv1ded in subsect~on (5), except that the county number 

must be replaced by a nonremovable design or decal 
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designating the group or organization to which the applicant 

belongs. Unless otherwise specifically stated in this 

section, the special plates are subject to the same rules 

and laws as govern the issuance of regular license plates, 

must be placed or mounted on a vehicle owned by the person 

who is eligible to receive them, and must be removed upon 

sale or other disposition of the vehicle. The special 

license plates must be issued to national guard members, 

former prisoners cf war, handicapped persons, reservists, 

end disabled veterans, AND SURVIVORS OF THE PEARL HARBOR 

ATTACK who comply with the following provisions: 

(a) An active member of the Montana national guard may 

be issued a spei:ial license plate with a design or decal 

displaying the letters "NG". The adjutant general shall 

issue to each active member of the Montana national guard a 

certificate authorizing the division to issue one set of 

national guard plates, and the member shall surrender the 

plates to the division upon becoming ineligible to use them. 

(b) An active member of the reserve armed forces of the 

United States of America who is a resident of this state may 

be issued a special license plate with a design or decal 

displaying the following: United States army reserve, AR 

(symbol): United States naval reserve, NR (anchor); United 

States air force reserve, AFR (svmbol); United States mari~e 

corps reserve, MCR {globe and anchor). The c~mmanding 
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officer of each armed forces reserve unit shall issue to 

each eligible member of the reserve unit a certificate 

authorizing the issuance of one set of olates. The member 

shall surrender the plates to the division upon becoming 

ineligible to use them. 

(c) A resident of Montana who is a veteran of the armed 

forces of the United States and who is 100% disabled because 

of an __ i.!'ljury that has been determined by the veterans' 

administration to be service-connected mal...!. UJ2.0n 

~resentation to the division of Eroof of the 100% 

disability, be issued a special license plate under this 

section with a design or decal displaying the letters "DV 11 

OR THE !lANDICAPPED LICENSE PLATE PROVIDED FOR IN 61-3-445. 

(i) The fee for original or renewal registration by a 

100% disabled veteran for a passenger vehicle or a truck 

with a GVW-rated capacity of l ton or less is $5 and is in 

lieu cf all other fees and taxes for that vehicle under this 

chapter. A DISABLED VETERAN v/110 MEETS THE REQUIREMENTS FOR 

ISSUANCE OF A "DV" LICENSE PLATE AND WHO ALSO QUALIFIES FOR 

THE ISSUANCE OF AN EX-PRISONER OF WAR LICENSE PLATE MAY 

OBTAIN THE EX-PRISONER OF WAR LICENSE PLATE UPON PAYMENT OF 

THE SAME $5 FEE. 

lli) Special license plates issued tv a Jisao:ed veteran 

~~~"--~_tran~ferra~)lt? '.:O anvther pers,.:::n. 

Li-Lh..L~di~d~~ed veteran is n◊t entitled -:::=. a spec2.al 
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license plate for more than one vehicle. 

(iv) A vehicle lawfully displaying a disabled veteran's 

plate and that is conveying a 100% disabled veteran is 

entitled to the parking privileges allowed a handicapped 

person's vehicle under this tit:e. 

(d) A Montana resident who is a veteran of the armed 

forces of the United States and was captured and held 

prisoner by a military force of a foreign nation, documented 

by his service record, may upon application and presentation 

of proof be issued a special license plate with a design or 

decal displaying the words "ex-prisoner of war" or an 

abbreviation as the department considers appropriate. 

{El UPON PAYMENT OF ALL TAXES AND FEES rtEQUIRED BY 

PARTS 3 AND 5 OF THIS CHAPTER AND UPON FURNISHING PROOF 

SATISFACTORY TO THE DEPARTMENT THAT cHE APPLICANT MEETS THE 

REQUIREMENTS OF TRIS SUBSECTION (E), THE DEPARTMENT SHALL 

ISSUE TO A MOllTANA RESIDENT WHO IS A VETERAN OF THE ARMED 

SERVICES OF THE UNITED STATES SPECIAL LICENSE PLATES, FOR 

ONE MOTOR VEHICLE ONLY, DESIGNED TO INDICATE THAT THE 

APPLICANT IS A SURVIVOR OF THE PEARL HARBOR ATTACK IF THE 

APPLICANT WAS A MEMBER OF THE UNITED STATES ARMED FORCES ON 

DECEMBER 7, 1941, WAS ON STATION ON DECEMBER 7, 1941, DURING 

THE HOURS OF 7:55 A.H. TO 9:45 A.H. (HAWAII TIME) AT PEARL 

HARBOR, THE ISLAND 0? OAHU, OR OFFSHORE AT A DISTANCE OF NOT 

MORE THAN 3 MILES, AND RECEIVED AN HONORABLE DISCHARGE FROM 
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THE UNITED STATES ARMED FORCES. IF SPECIAL LICENSE PLATES 

ISSUED UNDER THIS SUBSECTION ARE LOST, STOLEN, OR MUTILATED, 

THE RECIPIENT OF THE PLATES IS ENTITLED TO REPLACEMENT 

PLATES UPON REQUEST AND WITHOUT CHARGE. 

tet(F) A Montana resident who is eligible to receive a 

special parking permit under 49-4-301 may, upon written 

aEE_lication on a form prescribed by the department, be 

issued a special license plate with a design or decal 

bearing a representation of a wheelchair as the symbol of 

the handicapped person. (Terminates July 1, 1996--sec. 4, 

Ch. 654, L. 1989.) 

61-3-332. (Effective July 1, 1996) Number plates. (1) 

B•e~y ~ motor vehicle that is driven upon the streets or 

highways of Montana must display both front and rear number 

plates, bearing the distinctive number assigned the vehicle. 

The number plates are in ei9ht 10 series: one series for 

owners of motorcars, one for owners of motor vehicles of the 

motorcycle or quadricycle type, one for trailers, one for 

trucks, one for dealers in vehicles of the motorcycle or 

quadricycle type that bear the distinctive letters "MCD" or 

the letters 11 MC" and the word "DEALER", one for franchised 

dealers in new motorcars (including trucks and trailers) or 

new and used motorcars (including trucks and trailers) that 

bear the distinctive letter "D" or- the word "DEALER", one 

for dealers in used motor-cars only (including ased trucks 
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and trailers) that bear the distinctive letters "UD" or che 

letter "U" and the word 11 DEALER", e:nd one for dealers in 

trailers and/or semitrailers (new or used) that bear the 

distinctive letters "DTR" or the letters 11 TR" and the word 

"DEALER 11
, one for deale[s in recreational vehicles that bear 

the distinctive letters "RV" or the letter "R" and the word 

"DEALER", and one for special license plates. All markings 

for the s£o~eme~e±ene~ various kinds of dealers' plates ~ust 

be placed on the number plates assigned thereto in the 

position that the department designates. 

(2) All number plates for motor vehicles must be issued 

for a minimum period of 4 years, bear a distinctive marking, 

and be furnished by the state. In years when number plates 

are not issued, the department shall provide nonremovable 

stickers bearing appropriate registration numbers that must 

be affixed to the license plates in use. 

(3) Subject to the provisions of this section, the 

department shall create a new design for number plates as 

provided in this section, and it shall manufacture the newly 

designed number plates for issuance after January l, 1991, 

to replace, at renewal as required in 61-3-312 and 61-3-31~, 

number plates that were displayed on motor vehicles before 

that date. 

(4) tn the case of motorcars ~nd trucks, numbe~ pla~es 

must be of metal 6 inches wide and 12 inches in ienqch. far 
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number plates issued after 1976, the outline of the state of 

Montana must be :Jsed as a distinctive border on such license 

plates, and the word "Mcntana 0 and the year must be placed 

across the bottom of the plates. Such registration plates 

must be treated with a reflectorized background material 

according to specifications prescribed by the department. 

(5) The distinctive registration numbers must begin 

with a number one or with a letter-number combination, such 

as "A 1 11 or "AA l", or any other similar combination of 

letters and numbers and be numbered consecutively for each 

series of plates. The distinctive registration number or 

letter-number combination assigned to the vehicle must 

appear on the plate preceded by the number of the county and 

appearing in horizontal order on the same horizontal 

baseline. The county number must be separated from the 

distinctive registration number by a separation mark unless 

a letter-number combination is used. The dimensions of such 

numerals and letters must be determined by the department, 

and all county and registration numbers must be of equal 

height. 

( 6) For the use of tax-exempt motor vehicles, in 

addition to the markings herein provided, number plates must 

have thereon the following distinctive markings: 

(a) For venicles owned b~ che state, the department may 

Jesiqnate the pr~fix n~mber for the various state 
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departments. All numbered plates issued to state departments 

must bear the words "State owned", and no year number may be 

indicated thereon because these numbered plates are vf a 

permanent nature and will be replaced by the department only 

when the physical condition of numbered plates requires it. 

(b) For vehicles that are owned by the counties, 

municipalities, irrigation districts organized under the 

laws of Montana and not operating for profit, and school 

districts and that are used and operated by officials and 

employees thereof in line of duty and for vehicles on loan 

from the United States government or the state of Montana 

to, or owned by, the civil air patrol and used and operated 

by officials and employees thereof in the linE'· of duty, 

there must be placed on the number plates assigned thereto, 

in a position that the department may designate, the letter 

"X" or the word "EXEMPT". Distinctive registration numbers 

for plates assigned to motor vehicles of each of the 

counties in the state and those of the municipalities and 

school districts situated within each of the counties and 

those of the irrigation districts that obtain plates within 

each county must begin with number one and be numbered 

consecutively. Because these number £lates are of a 

permanent nature, ~hey are subject to replacement by the 

department o:i.lv when the physical condition of the r.umt-er 

plates requires ic and a year number may not be displayed on 
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the number plates. 

{7) On all number plates assigned to motor vehicles of 

the truck and trailer type, other than tax-exempt trucks and 

tax-exempt trailers, there must appear the letter "T 11 or the 

word '1TRUCK'' on plates assigned to trucks and the letters 

01 ·TR" or the word "TRAILER" on plates assigned to trailers 

and housetrailers. The letters "MC 0 or the word 11 CYCLE" must 

appear on plates assigned co vehicles of the motorcycle or 

quadricycle type. 

(8) Number plates issued to a passenger car, truck, 

t=ailer, or vehicle of the motorcycle or quadricycle type 

may be transferred only to a replacement passenger car, 

truck, trailer, or motorcycle- or quadricycle-type vehicle. 

No registration or license fee may be assessed upon 

transfer of a number plate under 61-3-317 and 61-3-335. 

a 

(9) For the purpose of this chapter, the several 

counties of the state are assigned numbers as follows: 

Silver Bow, l; Cascade, 2: Yellowstone, 3; Missoula, 4; 

Lewis and Clark, 5; Gallatin, 6; Flathead, 7; Fergus, 8; 

Powder River, 9; Carbon, 10: Phillips, 11; Hill, 12; 

Ravalli, 13; Custer, 14; Lake, 15; Dawson, 16; Roosevelt, 

17; Beaverhead, 18; Chouteau, 19; Valley, 20; Toole, 21; Big 

Horn, 22; Musselshell, 23: Blaine, 24; Madison, 25; Pondera, 

26; Richland, l.7; Powell, 2B; R:::,sebud, 29; Deer Lodge, 30; 

Teton, 31; Stillwater, 32; Treasure, 33; Sheridan, 34; 
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Sanders, 35; Judith Basin, 36; Daniels, 37; Glacier, 38; 

Fallon, 39; Sweet Grass, 40; McCone, 41; Carter, 42; 

Broadwater, 43; Wheatland, 44; Prairie, 45; Granite, ~6; 

Meagher, 47; Liberty, 48; Park, 49; Garfield, 50; Jefferson, 

51; Wibaux, 52; Golden Valley, 53; Mineral, 54~ Petroleum, 

55: Lincoln, ~6. Any new counties must be assigned ~umbers 

by the department as they may be formed, beginning with the 

number 57. 

(10) Each type of special license plate approved by the 

legislature, except collegiate license plates authorized in 

61-3-463, must be a separate series of plates, numbered as 

2,rovided in subsection (5}, except that the county number 

must be replaced by a nonremovable design or decal 

designating the group or organization to which the applicant 

belongs. Unless otherwise specifically stated in this 

section, the special plates are subject co the same rules 

and laws as govern the issuance of regular license plates, 

must be placed or mounted on a vehicle owned by the person 

who is eligible to receive them, and must be removed upon 

sale or other disposition of the vehicle. The special 

license plates must be issued to national guard members, 

former prisone~s of war, handicapped persons, reservists, 

et"d disabled veterans, AND SURVIVORS OF' THE PEARL HARBOR 

~ who comply with the following prc_yia.ion~_;_ 

(a) An active member of the Montan,.1 aativn.:d guard may 
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be issued a special license plate with a design or decal 

displaying the letters 11 NG 11
• The adjutant general shall 

issue :o each active member of the Montana national cruard a 

certificate authorizing the division to issue one set of 

national guard plates, and the member shall surrender ~he 

plates to the division upon becoming ineligible to use them. 

(b) An active member of the reserve armed forces of the 

United States of America who is a resident of this state may 

be issued a special license plate with a design or decal 

displaying the following; United States army reserve, AR 

(symbol); United States naval reserve, NR (anchor); United 

States air force reserve, AFR (symbol); United States marine 

corps reserve, MCR (globe and anchor). The commanding 

officer of each armed forces reserve unit shall issue to 

each eligible member of the reserve unit a cercificate 

authorizing the issuance of one set of plates. The rr,ember 

shall surrender the plates to the division upon becoming 

ineligible to use them. 

tc) A resident of Montana who is a veteran of the armed 

forces of the United States and who is 100% disabled because 

of an injury that has been determined by the veterans' 

administration to be service-connected may, upon 

oresentation to the division of proof of t~e l00t 

~isAb1lity, be ~3sued a special license elate uGder ~h~s 

sect~~n with a design er decal displaying the letters ••~v••. 
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(i) The fee for original or renewal registration by a 

100% disabled veteran for a passenger vehicle or a truck 

with a GVW-rated capacity of 1 ton or less is $5 and is in 

lieu of all other fees and taxes for that vehicle under this 

cha~ 

(ii) Special license plates issued to a disabled veteran 

are not trar.sferrable to another person. 

(iii) A disabled veteran is not entitled to a special 

license plate for more than one vehicle. 

(iv) A vehicle lawfully displaying a disabled veteran's 

plate and that is conveying a 100% disabled veteran is 

entitled to the parking privileges allowed a handicapped 

person 1 s vehicle under this title. 

(d) A Montana resident who is a veteran of the armed 

forces of the United States and ~as captured and held 

prisoner by a military force of a foreign nation, documented 

by his service record, may upon application and presentation 

of proof be issued a special license plate with a design or 

decal displaying the words "ex-prisoner of war" or an 

abbreviation as the department considers appropriate. 

(E) UPON PAYMENT OF ALL TAXES AND FEES REQUIRED BY 

PARTS 3 AND 5 OF THIS CHAPTER AND UPON FURNISHING PROOF 

SATISFACTORY TO THE DEPARTMENT THAT THE APPLICANT MEETS THE 

REQUIREMENTS OF THIS SUBSECTION IE), ·:'HE DEPARTMENT SHALL 

ISSUE TO A MONTANA RESIDENT WHO IS A VETERAN OF THE ARMED 
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SERVICES OF THE UNITED STATES SPECIAL LICENSE PLATES, FOR 

ONE MOTOR VEHICLE ONLY, DESIGNED TO INDICATE THAT THE 

APPLICANT IS A SURVIVOR OF THE PEARL HARBOR ATTACK IF THE 

APPLICANT WAS A MEMBER OF THE UNITED STATES ARMED FORCES ON 

DECEMBER 7, 1941, WAS ON STATION ON DECEMBER 7, 1941, DURING 

THE HOURS OF 7:55 A.M. TO 9:45 A.M. (HAWAII TIME) AT PEARL 

HARBOR, THE ISLAND OF OAHU, OR OFFSHORE AT A DISTANCE OF NOT 

MORE THAN 3 MILES, AND RECEIVED AN HONORABLE DISCHARGE FROM 

THE UNITED STATES ARMED FORCES. IF SPECIAL LICENSE PLATES 

ISSUED UNDER THIS SUBSECTION ARE LOST, STOLEN, OR MUTILATED, 

THE RECIPIENT OF THE PLATES IS ENTITLED TO REPLACEMENT 

PLATES UPON REQUEST AND WITHOUT CHARGE. 

fet(F) A Montana resident who is eligible to receive a 

special parking permit under 49-4-301 may, upon written 

application on a form prescribed by the department, be 

issued a special license plate with a design or decal 

bearing a representation of a wheelchair as the symbol of 

the handicapped person." 

Section 9. Section 61-3-333, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-3-333. Replacing number plates. In the event of 

loss, mutilation, or destruction of number plates, and/or 

validation devices, the owner of the registered motor 

vehicle may obtain from the depa[tment duplicates thereo£ or 

repla~ements cf the 

declaration showing 

number plates upon filing sworn 

~~e" that fact and payment of a fee of 
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$2. In the event of loss, mutilation, or destruction of 

pioneer plates, duplicates may be obtained in the same 

manner upon payment of a fee of $5. 11 

Section 10. Section 61-3-465, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-3-465. Issuance -- application -- additional fee -­

disposition. (l) The department shall issue or renew 

collegiate license plates upon receipt of an application 

that shows: 

(a) compliance with 61-3-3037-61-3-3&4, 61-3-311, and 

61-3-312: and 

(b) payment to the county treasurer of: 

(i) an initial application and manufacturing fee of 

$2.50, when required; and 

(ii) an annual scholarship donation of $20 for the 

benefit of the institution named in the application. 

(2} Once each month the county treasurer shall transfer 

to the state treasurer the total of the amounts collected 

for: 

(a) the initial application and manufacturing fee for 

deposit in the Montana state prison industries account in 

the proprietary fund for appropriation by the legislature to 

pay the cost of manufacturing collegiate license plates; and 

(b) scholarship donations provided foe in subsectlon 

(l)(b)(ii), alcng with a schedule showing the ~~mber Jt 

collegiate license plates issued and the total donations 
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received for the benefit of each institution. 

(3) Once each month the state treasurer shall 

distribute to the student academic scholarship fund or 

foundation of each institution an amount equal to the total 

donations credited to that institution and transferred to 

the state treasurer by the county treasurers during the 

preceding month." 

Section 11. Section 61-3-510, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-3-510. Weed control fee. (1) A special weed control 

fee of $1.50 must be assessed on the annual registration or 

reregistration of each motor vehicle subject to 

registration. The fee must be collected by the county 

treasurer. 

(2) For 

includes: 

purposes of this section. motor vehicle 

(a) motor vehicle as defined in 61-1-102; 

(b) motorcycle as defined in 61-1-105; 

(C} motor-driven cycle as defined in 61-1-106; and 

(d) quadricycle as defined in 61-1-133. 

(3) The following vehicles are exempt from the fee: 

(a) vehicles o~ned or controlled by the United Scates 

or a state, county, or city; 

(b) veh1cl~s exempt from payment of regisc~ation ~ees 

b\' f,l-l-J2lt::;:+L!!l: and 

(C} vehicles ,,r equipment. ;,mich is not self-propelled 
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ot which requires towing when moved upon a highway of this 

state." 

Section 12. Section 61-3-601, MCA, is amended to read: 

•61-3-601. Penalty for violations. Except as otherwise 

provided, a violation of any of the provisions of this 

chapter is a misdemeanor and is punishable by a fine not 

exceeding $i5 $500. Nothing eo"~a¼"ed-he~e~" in this section 

prevents the prosecution of a person for an offense 

committed under any other law." 

(1) 

Section 13. Section 61-3-604, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-3-604. 

A person 

Penalty for altering identification number. 

who willfully removes or falsifies an 

identification number of a motor vehicle or motor vehicle 

engine is guilty of a misdemeanor. 

(2) Any person or persons, firm, or corporation which 

~ sells or offers for sale in this state a vehicle the 

original vehicle identification number of which has been 

destroyed, removed, altered, covered, or defaced,--w¼~h--eh~ 

exeeption-0£-e¼ee~rieal¼y-propel¼ed-veh¼eles, is guilty of a 

misdemeanor and upon conviction thereof shall be punished by 

a fine of not less than $200 or more than $500 and by 

imprisonment in the county jail for a term of not less than 

30 days or more than 180 days. Upon a second or subsequent 

conviction under this subsectionr the punishment shall be 

imprisonment in the state prison for a term of not less than 
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l year or more than 5 years or a fine in an amount not to 

exceed $50,000, or both such fine and imprisonment." 

Section 14. Section 61-4-101, MCA., is amended to read: 

"61-4-101. 

person, firm, 

App1ication for dealer's license. {l) Every 

corporation, or association which, for 

commission or profit, engages in the business of buying, 

selling, exchanging, offering, taking fer consignment, 

soliciting, advertising the sale of, or acting as a broker 

of new motor vehicles, recreational vehicles, used motor 

vehicles, trailers (except trailers having an unloaded 

weight of less than 500 pounds), semitrailers, or special 

mobile equipment as defined in 61-1-104 shall file, by mail 

or otherwise, in the office of the department a verified 

application for licensure as a dealer, on a blank to be 

furnished by the department for that purpose and containing 

the information required. The application and all of the 

information contained in it must be verified by the Me"te~a 

h~9hwey---patre¼ department. Each application must be 

accompanied by the license fee specified in 61-4-102. A 

dealer's license must be renewed and paid for annually, and 

an application for relicensure must be filed not later than 

January 1 of each year. If an application for renewal of a 

license has been received by the department prior to the 

expiration of the licenser the dealer ~ay operate his 

business and display dealer plates under the expi~ed license 
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between January land February 15 following expiration~ 

(2) To qualify for licensure and the issuance and use 

of 11 D", "UD11
, "RV", 11 0TR 11

, or "MCO" plates as hereinafter 

provided, the applicant must furnish the following 

information and qualify under the following provisions: 

(a) To qualify as a new motor vehicle dealer and for 

the use of "D" plates, the applicant must: 

(i) state the name under which the business is to be 

conducted and the location of the premises (street address, 

city, county, and state) where records are kept, sales are 

made, and stock of motor vehicles is displayed; 

{ii) state the name and address of all owners or pe~sons 

having an interest in the business, provided that in the 

case of a corporation, the names and addresses of the 

president and secretary are sufficient: 

(iii) state the name and make of all motor vehicles 

handled and the name and address of the manufacturer, 

importer, or distributor with whom the applicant has a 

written new motor vehicle franchise or sales agreement: 

(iv) execute a certificate to the effect that the 

applicant has a permanent building for the display and sale 

of new motor vehicles at the location of the premises where 

sales are conducted; 

(v) execute a certificate to the @ffect ::.;-:at:.. :-_Ile 

applicant has a bona fide service department for the repair, 
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service, and maintenance of motor vehicles: and 

{vi) execute a certificate to the effect that the 

applicant is a bona fide dealer in new motor vehicles and 

that he is recognized by a manufacturer, importer, or 

distributor as a dealer in new motor vehicles. 

(b) To qualify as a used motor vehicle dealer and for 

the use of "UD" plates o,r,.L as a recreational vehicle ~ 

and for the use of "RV" plates, as a trailer, semitrailer, 

or special mobile equipment dealer and for the use of "DTR" 

platesL or as a mocorcycle or quadricycle dealer and for the 

use of "MCD" plates, the applicant nu:2s't shall, in addition 

to the matters set forth in subsections {i) and (ii) of 

subsection (2)(a) above, provide: 

(i) a statement that the applicant has a building or 

lot and a sign readable at a minimum distance of 150 feet 

indicating the firm name as the principal place of business 

and that vehicles are offered for sale; and 

(ii) a certificate to the effect that the applicant is a 

bona fide dealer in used motor vehicles, recreational 

vehicles, trailers, semitrailers, special mobile equipment, 

motorcycles, or quadricycles. An applicant for a 

recreational vehicle dealer license mtt~~ shall also indicate 

0n the same certificate that ne is ~ecognized by a 

rn,,.nufacture:-, :~pcrterr 8r dist=ibu:=r as a dealer ~~ 

ce~redtional vehici~s. 

-38- SB l~l 



l 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

SB 0191/04 

(C) To qualify for a used motor vehicle dealer's 

license, a person ffltt9C shall submit an annual application 

for that license and ccmply with the provisions of 

61-4-102(5) in addition to fulfilling the requirements of 

subsection (2}(b). 

(d) The provisions of subsection {2)(c) do not apply to 

an applicant who is licensed as a motor vehicle wrecking 

facility under the provisions of Title 75, chapter 10, part 

5. 

(3} (a) The applicant for a dealer's lic~nse shall also 

file with his application a good and sufficient bond in the 

sum of $5,000, and the bond must be conditioned that the 

applicant shall conduct his business in accordance with the 

requirements of the law. All bonds must run to the state of 

Montana, must be approved by the depar~ment and filed in its 

office, and must be renewed annually. 

(b) A person who suffers loss or damage due to the 

unlawful conduct of a dealer licensed under this section 

shall obtain a judgment from a court of competent 

jurisdiction prior to collecting the judgment from the 

department. The department is responsible for payment under 

this section, in an amount net to exceed the maximum bond 

amount, only if the judgment on which the payment is based 

d~termines a specific loss~: damage amount and concl11des 

that the dealer's unlawful operation caused the loss or 

-39- SB 191 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

SB 0191/04 

damage." 

Seet¼on-1s.--seet±on-6i-6-38%,-M€A7-is-efflended-~e-resd~ 

•6¼-6-3Si~--Preo£--o£-eemp¼¼anee.-t¼t-E~ee~t-as-~rov±ded 

±n-sttbseet±on-t%t,-be£ore-any-appi±eant-reqtt±red-te-register 

hie-motor-veh¼e¼e-may-do-so7-the-a~~¼ieant-mttet--eert±£y--to 

the---eett"ty--treaettrer--that--he--possesses--an--atttomeb±¼e 

¼±ab±¼±ty-±nsttranee-poiiey,-a-eert±r±eate-or-se±r-insttranee, 

er-a-pested-indemn±ty-bond-or-that-he--is--e¼±gib¼e--for--an 

exemption--ttnder--61-6-383--eovering--the-motor-•eh±e¼e.-~he 

eertif±eat±on--sha¼¼--~e--on--a--£orffl--preeeribed---by---the 

departfflent.---~he--departme"t--may--±fflffl.ediate¼y--eanee¼--the 

req±strat±on--and--¼±eense--p¼ates--0£--the---•eftie¼e---ttpon 

notif±eat±on---that--the--insttranee--eert±f±eation--was--not 

correct¼y-repreeented.-Any-person-who-intent±ona¼¼y-prev±des 

£a¼se-±n£ormation-on-an-±nsnranee-eerti£ieation-ie-gtti¼ty-of 

ttnewern-£a¼~±f±eation-to-ettthor±t±es7 -pttnishable-as-pro•±ded 

±n-45-1-i83~ 

trt--An-app¼ieant-£or-reg±strat±on-or--a--motor--veh±e¼e 

wfte--wt9h~9--te--re~ister--the--vehte½e--by-ma±%-mttst-s±gn-a 

statement-on-the-app±±eat±on-stat±ng-that-the--epp¼¼cent--is 

tn--eomp½ianee--with-the-£ina~e±a½-½ieb±½±ty-re~ttirements-e£ 

61-6-3917 

t3ti!i--An-owne~--or--~--motor--•eh±e¼e--whe--eeases--to 

ma~n~ain--the--±n~ttranee--o~-bene-reqtttr~e ttnde~-6±-6-38¼ e~ 

whose-eerttf±eate-e£-9e¼£-tnsttranee--is--eanee¼ed--o~--whose 
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tete¼-r~ra¼-peptt¼atieft-in--the--state--otttside--ineorperateft 

eities-and-towns; 

t¼¼¼t-~8%-in-the-ratio-that-the-¼and-area-er-eaeh-eettnty 

bears-to-the-tota¼-iand-area-er-the-~tate; 

tet--$TT6i37888--sha¼¼-be-divided-among-the-i"eor~oreted 

eit±es-end-towns-in-the-£0%¼ow±n9-manner~ 

t¼t--se,-ot-the-sttm-½n-~he--ratio--that--tbe--poptt¼ati~n 

w±thin-the-eorporate-¼±m±ts-0£-the-city-or-town-eears-to-the 

tota¼--poptt¼at±on--within-eor~orate-¼imit9-0£-a¼i-the-eieies 

and-towfts-±n-Montana~ 

t±it-58%-in-the-ratio-that-the-eity-or-town--~treet--and 

a¼¼ey--mi¼eage,--exe¼ttsive--of--the--£edera¼-a±d--±nterstate 

system--and-t"e-federei-aid-pr%mary-system7-w½tft¼n-eorperate 

iimi~s--beare--to--the--tota¼--street--and--aiiey---mi¼eage, 

exeias±ve---of---the---£edera%-aid---i"~erstate--9y9teffl--ane 

federai-aid-pr±mary-system,-w¼thin-the-eorporate--¼ifflits--of 

aii-eit¼es-and-eowne-in-Montana, 

tit--A¼¼-fttnds-hereby-a¼ioeated-to-eottnties 7 -eit±es,-and 

tewns--sha¼Y--be--csed-£or-the-eonstrttet¼on,-reeonstrttetion, 

maintenanee,-and-repair-oi-rttra¼-roede,-eity-or-tewn-streets 

and-ai¼eys-or-for-the-share-whieh-stteh-eity,-tow"7 -or-eo~nty 

mi~ftt-etherwise-expend-£or-~roport±onate-matchin9-0£-£ederai 

fttnds-alioeated-for-the-eonetrttet~on--of--road9--or--etreet~ 

whieh--~re--part--of--the--rederai-atd--pr±mary-or-seeondary 

h±gftway-~ys~effl-or-~rban-extens±on~-thereto,-exeept-that--the 
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govern±ftg--Body-0£-a-town-or-th±rd-e¼a9s-e±t77-as-def¼"ed-ift 

i-¼-4¼¼¼7-may-eaeh-year-ex~end-no-aore-tha"-i51-o£-tfte-£ttnds 

a¼ioeated-to-that-~evn-er-third-e¼ass-eity-£or-the--pttrehase 

o~--eap±ta±--e~tt¼pment--and--sttpp¼±es--te--be--ttsed--for-the 

ma±ntenanee-end-repa±r-o~-town-or-~hird-e¼ass--ei~y--streets 

and-a¼¼eysT 

t3t--Hpon-reeeipt-of-the-a½½oeat±on-prov±ded-here±n,-the 

gevern±ng--bod±es--of--the--reeipient--eettnties,-e±ttes,-and 

towns--sha¼½--inform--the--department--0£--h±ghways--0£--the 

p~rposes-£or-whieh-the-£unds-w¼¼¼-be-expended--so--that--the 

eottnty-eofflfflissioners 7 -tfte-gevern±ng-body7-and-the-department 

of--highways--may-eoordinate-the-expendit~re-eE-~ttb¼ie-£ttnds 

for-road-improvementse 

t4t--A¼¼-£ttnds-hereby-a¼ioeated-to-eo~nt±es7-eieies,-and 

towns-shaii-be-disbttrsed-to-~he--¼owest--respons±b¼e--b±dder 

aeeord±n9--to--appi±eab¼e-b±dd±n9-proeedttres-ro¼iowed-±"-e¼¼ 

eeses-where-tfte-eentraee-£or--eoneerttet±on,--reeonstrtte~±on, 

ma±ntenanee,-or-repair-is-±n-exeess-of-$♦7898• 

tSt--Por-the-pttrposes-of-th±s-seetion-where-d±stribttt±on 

0£--fttnds--is--made--oft--a--basis-reiated-to-poptt±et±on,-the 

:,optt¼eC%on--sha¼¼--be--determ±ned--by--the--¼ast---preeeding 

o£f±e±e¼-federa¼-eeftsttso 

t6t--Por----the---~ttr~oses---o£---this---seet±on---where 

determinat±on-e£-m±iea9e-is-neeessary--£or--d±str±bttt±ott--0£ 

fttnds,--±t-she¼¼-be-the-respons±b±¼±ty-0£-the-e±t±esr-townsr 
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end-eottnties-to-Ettrnish-te--the~-department--eE--highways--a 

year¼7--eerti£ied--statemeftt--ind¼eating--the--teta¼-mi¼eage 

within-their-respeeti¥e-areas-app¼ieab¼e--te--this--eha~ter7 

A¼¼--mi¼eage--sttbmitted--sha¼¼--be--sttbjeet--te--rewiew--a~e 

eppreva¼-ey-the-depertment-er-hi~hweys7 

tYt--Bxeept-by-a-tewn-or-third-e¼ass-eity-as-proY½eed-¼n 

s~bseetien-tZty-nene-of-the-fttnds-attthorized-by-this-seetion 

sha¼i-be-ttsed-fer-the-pttrehase-ef-eapita¼-eqttipme~t, 

t9t--Pttnds--autheri~ed-by-this-seetien-sfta¼¼-be-ttsed-for 

eenstrttetien-and-ma¼ntenanee-~rograms-on¼y. 

f9t--~he-department-of-jttstiee,--ttpen.--determ±n±ng--that 

tne--eottnty--treasttrer--of--e--eottnty--£ai¼s--to-enreree-the 

prev¼siofts-of-6¼-6-~8i,--9ha¼¼--eert¼fy--that--Eaet--to--the 

departfflent-or-h¼ghways7-and-the-department-0E-h¼ghways-sha¼¼ 

deerease--the-payment-to-that-eottnty-ttnder-the-provieiens-0£ 

sttbseet¼on-f¼Jfbt-by-iSl-fer-eaeh-year-ttn.tii-the--department 

of--;ttst±ee-sttbsegoent¼y-cert±fiee-that-the-eeonty-treasttrer 

:!:s-fto-¼onger-fai¼:!:ng-to-enrorc:e-tl'te-prov_!s¼ons-0£-6½-6-38~":" 11 

SECTION 15. SECTION 61-6-302, MCA, IS AMENDED TO READ: 

"61-6-302. Preef SURRENDER OF REGISTRATION -- PROOF of 

compliance. (1) Sxeept-as-~rov±ded-¼n-sttbseetion-tit7-before 

any--app±±eant-reqtt±red-to-register-h±s-motor-vehic:¼e-fflay-de 

so7-the-appiic:ant-fflttst-cert±Ey-to-the-eottnty-treasore~--that 

he--possesses--en--atttemeb±±e--~±aOii¼ty-±ns~r~~ee-po±¼~~,-a 

eert±r±eate-of-se±f-±nsnra"ee,-or-a-po3ted-±ne~mnity-bo"d-~r 
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thet-he-±s-e¼±g±b¼e-for-an-exemption-~"der-6¼-6-393-eoveri"g 

the-motor-yehie¼e~-~he-eertif¼eation--sha¼%--be--on--a--~orm 

preser±bed-by-the-department":"-~he-department-may-iffllftediateiy 

eanee±--the--registrat%on--a"d-¼ieense-p¼ates-er-the-~eh±e¼e 

~po"-netific:atien-that-the-¼nsttranee-eert±r±eat±on--was--not 

eorreet±y-represented":"-Any-person-who-intent±onai±y-prov±des 

fa¼se-informat±on-on-an-±nsttrenee-c:ert±r±eat±on-is-gtt¼±ty-0£ 

ttnsworn-fa¼s±f±eat±on-to-atttho~¼ties,-pttnishab¼e-as-proY¼ded 

>ft-45-T-~837 

tit--An--appiieant--~or--reg±strat±on-of-a-metor-vehie¼e 

who-w±shes-~o-reg±ster-the--Yehieie--by--fflft±¼--mttst--s±gn--a 

statement--en--the-app¼iea~ion-stat¼ng-that-the-app¼ieant-:i:s 

±n-eompi±anee-with-the-r±nane¼a¼-i±ab±¼ity--reqttirements--or 

61-6-3817 

t3t An owner of a motor vehicle who ceases to maintain 

the insurance or bond required under 61-0-301 or whose 

certificate of self-insurance is canceled or whose vehicle 

ceases to be exempt under 61-6-603 shall immediately 

surrender the registration and license plates for the 

vehicle to the county treasurer for delivery to the 

department and may not operate or permit operation of the 

vehicle in Montana until insurance hdS again been furnished 

~s required and the vehicle is again registered and 

Licensed. 

t_.ti__l:_l_ E'\l'l!"-r''r ~ person shali carry in a :nocor vehicle 
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being operated by him an insurance card app[oved by the 

department but issued by the insurance carrier to the motor 

vehicle owner as proof of compliance with 61-6-301. A motor 

vehicle operator shall exhibit the insurance card upon 

demand of a justice of the peace, a city or municipal judge, 

a peace officer, a highway patrol officer, or a field deputy 

or inspector of the department.Howe•e~,-"e ~ person charged 

with violating this subsection may not be convicted if he 

produces in court or the office of the arresting officer 

proof of insurance valid at the time of his arrest." 

NEW SECTION. SECTION 16. COORDINATION INSTRUCTION. ON 

PASSAGE AND APPROVAL OF THIS BILL, HOUSE BILL NO. 98 IS 

13 VOID. 

14 

15 

NEW SECTION. Section 17. Repealer. sections 10-1-110, 

61-3-304, 61-3-444, 61-3-445, 61-3-447, 61-3-451, and 

16 61-3-505, MCA, are repealed. 

17 NEW SECTION. Section 18. Instructions to code 

18 c011111tissioner. To conform with the provisions of [this act), 

19 the code commissioner shall make the following revisions: 

20 

21 

22 

(lJ in 49-4-302(2) 

61- 3-3 3 2 ( l O) ( C) ; 

(2) in 49-4-304(1), 

23 61-3-332t¼8tt~t(l0)(F); 

and (3), change 61-3-451 to 

change 61-3-445 to 

24 (3) in 61-3-313(3), change 61-3-451 to 61-3-332,l0)(c); 

25 (4) in 61-3-446,~ 
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ill change: 

tatill 61-3-444 to 61-3-332(10J(dJ; 

tbtllll 61-3-445 to 61-3-332ti8ttet(l0)(F): 

tetll!!l 61-3-447 to 6l-3-332(10)(b): and 

tftt~ 61-3-451 to 61-3-312(10J(c): AND 

(B) INSERT 61-3-332(10)(£); 
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(5) in 61-3-452, 61-3-453, 61-3-454, 61-3-455, and 

61-3-504(2), change 63-3-451 to 61-3-332(10J(c); 

( 6 J in 61-3-507, delete "and 61-3-505" at the end of 

subsection (1) in the temporary version and at the end of 

the permanent version. 

-End-
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Conference Committee 
on Senate Bill No. 191 

Report No. 1, April 18, 1991 

Mr. President and Hr. Speaker, 

Page 1 of 1 

We, your Conference Committee on Senate Bill No. 191, met and 
considered the amendments in the House Highways and 
Transportation Standing Committee Report dated March 21, 1991 and 
We recommend that Senate Bill No. 191 (reference copy - salmon) 
be amended as follows, 

1. Title, page 2, line 4. 
Following, "lrff-&" 
Insert1 "AND" 
Striker "AND 61-6-302." 

2. Page 45, line 19, through page 47, line 10. 
Strike, section 15 in its entirety 
Renumber, subsequent sections 

And that this Conference Committee report be adopted. 

For the Senate, 

~d/L< li, .G1~ 
Chair, Sen. C. Weeding 

.L1d// z~c 
sen. B. Farrell 

Amd. Coord. 

Sec. of senate 

ADOPT 

REJECT 

For the House, 

Rep. R. Tunby 

C.C. R. IJ I 
s /J. J'i I 

831555CC.Sji 
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SENATE BILL NO. 191 

INTRODUCED BY T. BECK 

BY REQUEST OF THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO GENERALLY REVISE 

MOTOR VEHICLE REGISTRATION AND TITLING LAWS; BBb!l'l.'tN6-~HB 

Rl!El8tRIIMHlft'-P8R-eBR~tPteA~f8N-8P-hfABfhf~¥-fNSBRANeB-8N--~HB 

RB8f99RA~f8N---Rl!eBfP~7 PROVIDING FOR THE ISSUANCE OF 

SPECIAL-PURPOSE LICENSE PLATES, INCLUDING LICENSE PLATES 

ISSUED TO SURVIVORS OF THE PEARL HARBOR ATTACK, BY CREATING 

A GENERIC PLATE WITH A DESIGN OR DECAL INDICATING THE 

SPECIAL PURPOSE; PROVIDING THAT A DISABLED VETERAN HAS THE 

OPTION OF RECEIVING A HANDICAPPED LICENSE PLATE OR, IF 

QUALIFIED, AN EX-PRISONER OF WAR LICENSE PLATE; CREATING A 

NEW CLASS OF DEALER PLATE F<;IR RECREATIONAL VEHICLE DEALERS; 

ALLOWING FOR REPLACEMENT PLATES INSTEAD OF ISSUING DUPLICATE 

LICENSE PLATES; REMOVING THE EXCEPTION FOR ELECTRICALLY 

DRIVEN VEHICLES IN THE VEHICLE IDENTIFICATION NUMBER 

STATUTE; TRANSFERRING THE DUTY OF INSPECTING DEALERS FROM 

THE HIGHWAY PATROL TO THE MOTOR VEHICLE DIVISION; PROVIDING 

THAT EXEMPT PLATES BE REISSUED ONLY WHEN DAMAGED OR 

DESTROYED; INCREASING THE PENALTY FOR VIOLATING VEHICLE 

TITLING, REGISTRATION, OR TAXATION LAWS; RBBB€tN8--~HH 

Abb8€A~f8N-8P-8AS8bfNB-~AM-PBNBS-~8-A-€80N~¥-P8R-PAfbBRE--'!'8 

ENP8R€E--~HB--PR80P--8P--€8MPhtANeB-PR8VfSf8Nr VOIDING HOUSE 

~-, ... -... """""' 
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BILL NO. 98; AMENDING SECTIONS ¼5-'l'B-¼9¼.z: 61-1-130, 

61-3-101, 61-3-201, 61-3-205, 61-3-206, 61-3-303, 61-3-305, 

61-3-332, 61-3-333, 61-3-465, 61-3-510, 61-3-601, 61-3-604, 

ANB AND 61-4-101, ANB--6t-6-38i7 ANB--6t-6-3BiT MCA; AND 

REPEALING SECTIONS 10-1-110, 61-3-304, 61-3-444, 61-3-445, 

61-3-447, 61-3-451, AND 61-3-505, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 61-1-130, MCA, is amended to read, 

•61-1-130. llotor b011e. "Motor hom.e 11 as used in 61-3-521 

and 61-3-522 means a setf-prepelled motor vehicle erigineliy 

desi9ned---er---permanen~¼y--a¼tered--te--~re•ide--temperary 

faei¼¼~iee-~er-reerea~iena¼7-trave¼7-er-eamping-ttse~ 

(1) designed to provide temporary living quarters, 

built as an integral part of or permanently attached to a 

self-propelled motor vehicle chassis or van; 

(2) containing permanently installed independent life 

support systems that meet the ANSI/All9.2 standard; and 

(3) providing at least four of the following types of 

facilities: 

or 

(a) cooking, refrigeration, or icebox; 

(b) self-contained toilet; 

le) heating or air-conditioning, or both; 

1.2.L_e_otable water supply, including a faucet ~nd sink; 
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(e) separate llO-volt or 125-volt electrical power 

supply or a liquified petroleum gas supply, or both.• 

Section 2. Section 61-3-101, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-3-101. Duties of department records. (1) The 

department shall keep a record as he~einafter specified in 

this section of all motor vehicles, trailers, and 

semitrailers of every kind, and of certificates of 

registration and ownership ~ftereer of those vehicles, and of 

all manufacturers and dealers in motor vehicles. 

(2) In the case of motor vehicles, trailers, and 

semitrailers, the record sha¼¼ must show the following: 

(a) name of owner, residence by town and county, and 

business address: 

(b) name and address of conditional sales vendor, 

mortgageer or other lienholder and amount due under contract 

or lien; 

(c) manufacturer of ear vehicle; 

(d) manufacturer 1 s designation of style of ear--er 

vehicler 

(e) 

( f) 

(g) 

identifying number; 

year of manufacture; 

character of motive power and shipping weight of 

ear vehicle as shown by the manufacturer; 

(h) the distinctive license number assigned to the 

vehicle if any: 
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(i) if a truck or trailer, the number of tons• capacity 

or GVW if imprinted on manufacturer's identification plate; 

(j) except as provided in 61-3-103, the name and 

complete address of any holder of a perfected security 

interest in a vehicle; and 

titill s~eh other information as that may from time to 

time be found desirable. 

(3) The department shall file applications for 

registration received by it from the county treasurers of 

the state and register the vehicles eherein described in the 

applications and the owners ehefee£ of the vehicles in 

suitable books or on index cards, as follows: 

(a) under the distinctive license number assigned to 

the vehicle by the county treasurer; 

(b) alphabetically under the name of the owner; 

(c) numerically under make and identifying number of 

the vehicle; and 

(d) stteh other index of registration as the department 

considers expedient. 

(4) Vehicle registration records 

driver 1 s license records and indexes may 

electronic recording and storage media. 

and indexes and 

be maintained by 

{5) In the case of dealers, the records sha¼¼ must show 

the information contained in the application for dealer"s 

license as required by 61-4-101 through 61-4-105, as well as 
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the distinctive license number assigned to the dealer. 

(6) In order to prevent an accumulation of unneeded 

records and files, the department sha¼¼-have-~he-aH~he~i~y 

Sftd-it-sha¼¼-he-tes has the authority and the duty to 

destroy all records and files whieh that have ceased to he 

0£-afty have value. 

(7) The department may establish and maintain a 

short-wave radio station in order to report motor vehicle 

registration information to the highway patrol, to sheriffs, 

and to the chiefs of police of each incorporated city of the 

state who are able to communicate with sttch the short-wave 

radio station. 

(8) All records sha¼¼ !!!!!!, be open to inspection during 

all reasonable business hours, and the department shall 

furnish any information from the records upon payment by the 

applicant of the cost of transcribing the information 

requested." 

Section 3. Section 61-3-201, MCA, is amended to read: 

•&1-3-201. Transfer of interest cancellation 

erroneous certificate of ownership. (l} Upon a transfer 

any interest in a motor vehicle registered under 

of 

of 

the 

provisions of this chapter, the person whose interest is to 

be transferred shall write his signature with pen and ink 

upon the certificate of ownership issued for the vehicle i.n 

the appropriate space provided tlpOft-~"e-rever9e-~±de-e£--the 
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eereifiee~e, and the signature must be acknowledged before 

the county treasurer, a deputy county treasurer, or a notary 

public. 

(2) Within 20 calendar days after endorsement, the 

transferee stia.11 forward both the endorsed certificate of 

ownership with the odometer mileage statement required under 

61-3-206 and the certificate of registration, together with 

the information required under 61-3-202, to the county 

treasurer, who shall forward them to the department. The 

department may not issue a certificate of ownership or 

certificate of registration until the outstanding 

certificates are surrendered to that office or their loss is 

established to its reasonable satisfaction. Failure to make 

application within the 20-day grace period subjects the 

transferee to a penalty of $10. The county treasurer shall 

collect the penalty at the time of registration. The penalty 

is in addition to the fees otherwise provided by law. If the 

transferee does not make application within 25 days, a 

creditor or secured party may pay the fees for the transfer 

of title and filing of security interest or lien in order to 

have title transferred to the transferee and have the 

security interest or lien filed. The creditor or secured 

party is not liable for the penalty, registration fees, or 

taxes. 'rhe ,lepartment shall return the certificate of title 

to the county treasurer as provided in 61-3-103(1). When the 
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certificate of ownership is returned by the depactment to 

the county treasurer, the treasurer shall hold the 

certificate of ownership until the vehicle is properly 

registered~ 

(3) In the event of a transfer by operation of law of 

any interest in a motor vehicle as upon inheritance, devise, 

or bequest, order in bankruptcy or insolvency, execution 

sale, repossession upon default in the performance of the 

terms of a lease or executory sales contract, or otherwise 

than by voluntary act of the person whose title or interest 

is transferred, the executor, administrator, receiver, 

trustee, sheriff, or other representative or successor in 

interest of the person whose interest is transferred shall 

forward to the department an application for a certificate 

of ownership in the form required by the department !er--sn 

erigina¼---app¼ieaeien---!e~--a--eertificete--e!--ewnersftip, 

together with a verified or certified statement of the 

transfer of interest. The statement must set forth the 

reason for the involuntary transfer, the interest 

transferred, the name of the person to whom the interest is 

to be transferred, the process of procedure effecting the 

transfer, and other information requested by the department. 

Evidence and instruments otherwise required by law to effect 

a transfer of legal or equitable title to or an interest in 

chattels as may be required in such cases must be furnished 
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with the statement. If the department is satisfied that the 

transfer is regular and that all formalities required by law 

have been complied with, it shall send to the owner, 

conditional sales vendor, lessor, mortgagee, and other 

lienor, as shown by its records, notice of the intended 

transfer and, not less than 5 days after sending notice, 

shall issue a new certificate of ownership and certificate 

of registration to the transferee. The notice required by 

this section is complied with by deposit in the post office 

in Deer LOdge, Montana, of the notice, postage prepaid, 

addressed to the person at the respective address shown on 

its records. 

(4) When the vehicle certificate of ownership that is 

involuntarily transferred is not registered in this state, 

the procedure in subsection (3) must be followed in applying 

for a new certificate of ownership and certificate of 

registration btt~; however, in lieu of the statement required 

in subsection (3), the department may accept an affidavit of 

repossession on the form provided by the state in which a 

lien has been perfected and the 

notice of intended transfer 

certificate of ownership and 

registration to the person 

certificates. 

department need not 

and shall issue a 

a new certificate 

entitled to '1:hem 

send 

new 

of 

the 

(5) (a) If the owner of one or more motor vehicles, 
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trailers, semitrailers, or housetrailers registered under 

this chapter and not exceed"ing a combined value of $15,000 

dies without leaving other property necessitating the 

procuring of letters of administration or letters 

testamentary, the surviving spouse or other heir unless the 

property is by will otherwise bequeathed may secure transfer 

of the decedent's certificate of ownership and the 

certificate of registration for the vehicle. 

(b) The person seeking transfer of the certificate of 

ownership shall file an affidavit with the department 

setting forth the fact of survivorship and the name and 

address of any other heirs an.d other facts as are necessary 

under subsection (5)(a) to entitle the affiant to 

transfer. 

a 

(c) The department is authorized to transfer the 

certificate of ownership and certificate of registration, 

subject to all security interests shown by its records, upon 

receipt of an affidavit showing that the affiant is entitled 

to a transfer under the provisions of subsection (S)(a) of 

this section. 

(6) Nothing in subsection (5) prevents any ~ secured 

party from assigning his interest in a motor vehicle 

registered under the provisions of this chapter to any other 

person without the consent of and without affecting the 

interest of the holder of the certificate of ownership and 

-9- SB 191 

l 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

SB 0191/05 

certificate of registration~ Upon any assignment by a 

secured party of his security interest in any motor vehicle 

registered under this chapter, a copy of the assignment must 

be filed with the department and a record of the assignment 

made upon its records. 

(7) The certificate of ownership is 

canceled by the department upon a transfer of 

valid until 

any interest 

shown in the certificate, and annual renewal is not needed. 

(8) (a) Upon its determination that a certificate of 

ownership contains an error caused by the department, the 

department may cancel the certificate of ownership and issue 

a replacement for the erroneous certificate if the owner has 

returned the certificate to be canceled. 

(b) Any person who fails to return a certificate of 

ownership issued with an error caused by the department 

after receiving actual notice of the department 1 s demand for 

the return of the certificate as required by subsection 

(8)(a) is guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction may be 

fined an amount not to exceed $500." 

Section 4. Section 61-3-205, MCA, is amended to read: 

•61-3-205. Transfer of ownership of vehicles by 

insurance company. (l} When an insurance company or its 

adjuster has taken possession of a motor vehicle as a result 

of settling an insurance claim and transfers ownership of 

the motor vehicle, it shall deliver to the transferee at the 
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time of transfer a certificate of ownership signed and 

acknowledged by the registered owner or owners before the 

county treasurer, a deputy county treasurer, or a notary 

public. 

(2) If the certificate of ownership names one or more 

holders of a perfected security interest in the motor 

vehicle, the insurance company or its adjuster shall also 

secure and deliver to the transferee a release from the 

secured party of the security interest." 

Section 5. Section 61-3-206, MCA, is amended to read: 

•61-3-206. Odometer disclosure requirements on transfer 

of vehicle -- dealer to preserve record. (1) Except as 

provided in subsection (3), before executing any transfer of 

ownership document relating to a motor vehicle, each seller 

of a motor vehicle shall record on the certificate of 

ownership the odometer reading at the time of transfer or, 

if the certificate of ownership does not provide for the 

recording of the odometer reading, furnish to the purchaser 

a written statement signed by eaeh the seller, who shall 

also print his name on the written statement, containing the 

following information: 

(a) the odometer reading at the time of transfer; 

(b) the date of transfer, 

(c} the seller's name and current address: 

(d) the purchaser 1 s name and current address: 
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(e) the vehicle year, make, model, body style, and 

identification number; 

(f) one of the following statements or certification: 

(i) a certification by the seller that, to the best of 

his knowledge, the odometer reading reflects the actual 

miles or kilometers the vehicle has been driven; 

(ii) if the seller knows that the odometer reading 

reflects the amount of mileage in excess of the designed 

mechanical odometer limit of 99,999 miles or kilometers, he 

shall include a statement to that effect; or 

(iii) if the seller knows that the odometer reading 

differs from the number of miles or kilometers the vehicle 

has actually traveled and that the difference is greater 

than that caused by odometer calibration error, he shall 

include a statement that the odometer reading is not the 

actual mileage and should not be relied upon. 

(2) The purchaser shall acknowledge receipt of the 

disclosure statement by signing it and printing his name on 

the disclosure statement. 

(3) The seller of the following types of motor vehicles 

need not disclose the odometer reading of the vehicle as 

required in subsection (1): 

(a) a motor vehicle that is 10 years old or older; 

(b) a vehicle that is not self-propelled; 

(c) a new motor vehicle transferred between dealers 
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prior to its first retail sale, unless such vehicle has been 

used as a demonstrator; 

(d) a vehicle having a gross weight rating of more than 

16,000 pounds: or 

(e) a vehicle sold directly by the manufacturer to an 

agency of the United States. 

(4) A dealer licensed under 61-4-101 shall create a 

record of the information required in subsection (1) and 

shall maintain and preserve that record for at least 5 years 

after the date of sale of the motor vehicle to which the 

information pertains." 

Section 6. Section 61-3-303, MCA, is amended to read: 

•61-l-303. Application for registration. I l) Every 

owner of a motor vehicle operated or driven upon the public 

highways of this state shall for each motor vehicle owned, 

except as herein otherwise expressly provided, file or cause 

to be filed in the office of the county treasurer where the 

owner makes his permanent residence at the time of making 

the application or, if the vehicle is owned by a corporation 

or used primarily for commercial purposes, in the taxing 

jurisdiction of the county where the vehicle is permanently 

assigned, an application for registration or reregistration 

upon a blank form to be prepared and furnished by the 

depci nt. The application shall contain: 

(a) name and address of owner, giving county, school 
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district, and town or city within whose corporate limits the 

motor vehicle is taxable, if taxable, or within whose 

corporate limits the owner's residence is located if the 

motor vehicle is not taxable; 

(b) name and address of the holder of any security 

interest in the motor vehicle: 

(c) description of motor vehicle, including make, year 

model, engine or serial number, manufacturer's model or 

letter, gross weight, type of body, and if truck, the rated 

capacity; and 

tet--tn-ease-of-reregistrat½en,-the-i±een~e--ft~m~er--tor 

tfte-preeed¼ftg-year;-and 

tet~ stteh other information as~ the department 

may require. 

(2) A person who files an application for registration 

or reregistration of a motor vehicle, except of a mobile 

home as defined in 15-1-101{1), shall upon the filing of the 

application pay to the county treasurer: 

(a) the registration fee, as provided in 61-3-311 and 

61-3-321, and 

(b) unless it has been previously paid: 

(i) the personal property taxes assessed against the 

vehicle for the current year of registration and the 

immedi..i.tt>ly previous year; or 

(ii) the new motor vehicle sdles tax against the vehicle 
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for the current year of registration. 

(3) The application may not be accepted by the county 

treasurer unless the payments required by subsection (2) 

accompany the application. The department or its agent may 

not assess and the county treasurer may not collect taxes or 

fees for a period other than: 

(a) the current year; and 

(b) the immediately previous year, if the vehicle was 

not registered or operated on the highways of the state, 

regardless of the period of time since the vehicle was 

previously registered or operated. 

(4) The department or its agent may make full and 

complete investigation of the tax status of the vehicle. Any 

applicant for registration 

proof from the tax or other 

or reregistration must submit 

appropriate records of the 

proper county at the request of the department or its 

agent." 

Section 7. Section 61-3-305, MCA, is amended to read: 

•61-3-305. Blanks to be provided. It sftaT½--be is the 

duty of the department to provide blank application forms 

oat¼±n±ng-and-prev±d±ng-rer-~fte-inEormation-needed--in--eaen 

e¼ass--e£--re~±~tratien--reqa±red, and to furnish these upon 

request to applicant for registration." 

Section 8. Section 61-3-332, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-3-332. (Temporary) Number plates. (1) Every~ motor 
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bearing the distinctive number 
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the streets or highways of 

front and rear number plates, 

assigned the vehicle. The 

number plates are in eight 10 series: one series for owners 

of motorcars, one for owners of motor vehicles of the 

motorcycle or quadricYcle type, one for trailers, one for 

trucks, one for dealers in vehicles of the motorcycle oc 

quadricycle type that bear the distinctive letters 11 MCD 11 or 

the letters "MC" and the word "DEALER", one for franchised 

dealers in new motorcars (including trucks and trailers) or 

new and used motorcars (including trucks and trailers) that 

bear the distinctive letter 11 D11 or the word "DEALER", one 

for dealers in used motorcars only (including used trucks 

and trailers) that bear the distinctive letters 11 UD 11 or the 

letter "U" and the word "DEALER", and one for dealers in 

trailers and/or semitrailers (new or used) that bear the 

distinctive letters 11 0TR 11 or the letters "TR 11 and the word 

"DEALER 11
, one for dealers in recreational vehicles that bear 

the distinctive letters "RV" or the letter "R" and the word 

"OEALER 11
, and one for special license plates. All markings 

for the s£eremen~ioned various kinds of dealers' plates must 

be placed on the number plates assigned thereto in the 

position that the department designates. 

(2) All number plates for motor vehicles must be issued 

for a minimum period of 4 years, bear a distinctive marking, 

-16- SB 191 



l 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

SB 0191/05 

and be furnished by the state. In years when number plates 

are not issued, the department shall provid~ nonremovable 

stickers bearing appropriate registration numbers that must 

be affixed to the license plates in use. 

(3) Subject to the provisions of this section, the 

department shall create a new design for number plates as 

provided in this section, and it shall manufacture the newly 

designed number plates for issuance after January 1, 1991, 

to replace, at renewal as required in 61-3-312 and 61-3-314, 

number plates that were displayed on motor vehicles before 

tllat date. 

(4) In the case of motorcars and trucks, plates must be 

of metal 6 inches wide and 12 inches in length. The outline 

of the state of Montana must be used as a distinctive border 

on such license plates, and the word "Montana" and the year 

must be placed across the plates. Such registration plates 

must be treated with a reflectorized background material 

according to specifications prescribed by the department. 

(5) The distinctive registration numbers must begin 

with a number one or with a letter-number combination, such 

as "A 1 11 or "AA l", or any other similar combination of 

letters and numbers. The distinctive registration number or 

letter-number combination assigned to the vehicle must 

appear on the plate preceded by the number of the county and 

appearing in horizontal order on the same horizontal 
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baseline. The county number must be separated from the 

distinctive registration number by a separation mark unless 

a letter-number combination is used. The dimensions of such 

numerals and letters must be determined by the department, 

and all county and registration numbers must be of equal 

height. 

(6) For the use of tax-exempt motor vehicles, in 

addition to the markings heretft provided in this section, 

number plates must have--thereon 

distinctive markings: 

bear the following 

(a) For vehicles owned by the state, the department may 

designate the prefix number for the various state 

departments. All numbered plates issued to state departments 

must bear the words "State Owned", and no year number may be 

indicated thereon because these numbered plates are of a 

permanent nature and will be replaced by the department only 

when the physical condition of numbered plates requires it. 

(b) For vehicles that are owned by the counties, 

municipalities, irrigation districts organized under the 

laws of Montana and not operating for profit, and school 

districts and that are used and operated by officials and 

employees thereof in line of duty and for vehicles on loan 

from the United States government or the state of Montana 

to, vr uwned by, the civil air patrol and used and ope:rated 

by 0Eficidls dnd employees thereof in the line of duty, 
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there must be placed on the number plates assigned thereto, 

in a position that the department may designate, the letter 

"X" or the word "EXEMPTfl. Distinctive registration numbers 

for plates assigned to motor vehicles of each of the 

counties in the state and those of the municipalities and 

school districts situated within each of the counties and 

those of the irrigation districts that obtain plates within 

each county must begin with number one and be numbered 

consecutively. Because these number plates are of a 

permanent nature, they are subject to replacement by the 

department only when the physical condition of the number 

plates requires it and a year number may not be displayed on 

the number plates. 

(7) On all number plates assigned to motor vehicles of 

the truck and trailer type, other than tax-exempt trucks and 

tax-exempt trailers, there must appear the letter "T 11 or the 

word "TRUCK" on plates assigned to trucks and the letters 

"TR" or the word "TRAILER" on plates assigned to trailers 

and housetrailers. The letters "MC 11 or the word "CYCLE" must 

appear on plates assigned to vehicles of the motorcycle or 

quadricycle type. 

(BJ Number plates issued to a passenger car, truck, 

trailer, or vehicle of the motorcycle or quadricycle type 

may be transferred only to a replacement passenger car, 

truck, trailer, or motorcycle- or quadricycle-type vehicle. 
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No registration or license fee may be assessed upon a 

transfer of a number plate under 61-3-317 and 61-3-335. 

(9) For the purpose of this chapter, the several 

counties of the state are assigned numbers as follows: 

Silver Bow, l; Cascade, 2; Yellowstone, 3; Missoula, 4; 

Lewis and Clark, 5; Gallatin, 6; Flathead, 7; Fergus, 8; 

Powder River, 9; Carbon, 10; Phillips, 11; Hill, 12, 

Ravalli, 13; Custer, 14; Lake, 15; Dawson, 16; Roosevelt, 

17; Beaverhead, 18; Chouteau, 19; Valley, 20; Toole, 21; Big 

Horn, 22; Musselshell, 23; Blaine, 24; Madison, 25; Pondera, 

26; Richland, 27; Powell, 28; Rosebud, 29; Deer Lodge, 30; 

Teton, 31; Stillwater, 32; Treasure, 33; Sheridan, 34; 

Sanders, 35; Judith Basin, 36; Daniels, 37; Glacier, 38; 

Fallon, 39; Sweet Grass, 40; McCone, 41; Carter, 42; 

Broadwater, 43; Wheatland, 44; Prairie, 45; Granite, 46; 

Meagher, 47; Liberty, 48; Park, 49; Garfield, 50; Jefferson, 

51; Wibaux, 52; Golden Valley, 53; Mineral, 54; Petroleum, 

55; Lincoln, 56. Any new counties must be assigned numbers 

by the department as they may be formed, beginning with the 

number 57. 

(10) Each type of special license plate approved by the 

legislature, except collegiate license plates authorized in 

61-3-463, must be a separate series of plates, numbered as 

provided in subsection (5), except that the county number 

must be replaced by a nonremovable design or decal 
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designating the group or organization to which the applicant 

belongs. Unless otherwise specifically stated in this 

section, the special plates are subject to the same rules 

and laws as govern the issuance of regular license plates, 

must be placed or mounted on a vehicle owned by the person 

who is eligible to receive them, and must be removed upon 

sale or other disposition of the vehicle. The special 

license plates must be issued to national guard members, 

former prisoners of war, handicapped persons, reservists, 

afte disabled veterans, AND SURVIVORS OF THE PEARL HARBOR 

™ who comply with the following provisions: 

(a) An active member of the Montana national guard may 

be issued a special license plate with a design or decal 

displaying the letters "NG". The adjutant general shall 

issue to each active member of the Montana national guard a 

certificate authorizins the division to issue one set of 

national guard plates, and the member shall surrender the 

plates to the division upon becoming ineligible to use them. 

(b) An active member of the reserve armed forces of the 

United States of America who is a resident of this state may 

be issued a special license plate with a design or decal 

displaying the following: united States army reserve, AR 

(symbol); United States naval reserve, NR (anchor); United 

States air force reserve, AFR (symbol); United States marine 

corps reserve, MCR (globe and anchor). The commanding 

-21- SB 191 

l 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

SB 0191/05 

officer of each armed forces reserve unit shall issue to 

each eligible member of the reserve unit a certificate 

authorizing the issuance of one set of plates. The member 

shall surrender the plates to the division upon becoming 

ineligible to use them. 

{c} A resident of Montana who is a veteran of the armed 

forces of the United States and who is 100% disabled because 

of an injur~ that has been determined by the veterans' 

administration to be service-connected ma~, upon 

12resentation to the division of Eroof of the 1001 

disability, be issued a special license Qlate under this 

section with_a design or decal displaying the letters "DV" 

OR THE HANDICAPPED LICENSE PLATE PROVIDED FOR IN 61-3-445. 

(i) The fee for original or renewal registration by a 

100% disabled veteran for a passenger vehicle or a truck 

with a GVW-rated capacity of 1 ton or less is $5 and is in 

lieu of all other fees and taxes for that vehicle under this 

chapter. A DISABLED VETERAN WHO MEETS THE REQUIREMENTS FOR 

ISSUANCE OF A ""DV" LICENSE PLATE AND WHO ALSO QUALIFIES FOR 

THE I!iS~ANCE OF AN EX-PRISONER OF WAR LICENSE PLATE MAY 

OBTAIN THE EX-PRISONER OF WAR LICENSE PLATE UPON PAYMENT OF 

THE SAME ?_5 FEE. 

(ii) Special license plates issued to a disabled veteran 

are not ___!_E?nsfer_rable to another person. 

(iii) A disabled veteran is not entitled to a special 
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license plate for more than one vehicle. 

(iv) A vehicle lawfully displaying a disabled veteran 1 s 

plate and that is conveying a 100\ disabled veteran is 

entitled to the parking privileges allowed a handicapped 

person's vehicle under this title. 

(dJ A Montana resident who is a veteran of the armed 

forces of the United States and was captured and held 

prisoner by a military force of a foreign nation, documented 

by his service record, may upon application and presentation 

of proof be issued a special license plate with a design or 

decal displaying the words "ex-prisoner of war 11 or an 

abbreviation as the department considers appropriate. 

IE) UPON PAYMENT OF ALL TAXES AND FEES REQUIRED BY 

PARTS 3 AND 5 OF THIS CHAPTER AND UPON FURNISHING PROOF 

SATISFACTORY TO THE DEPARTMENT THAT THE APPLICANT MEETS THE 

REQUIREMENTS OF THIS SUBSECTION (EJ, THE DEPARTMENT SHALL 

ISSUE TO A MONTANA RESIDENT WHO IS A VETERAN OF THE ARMED 

SERVICES OF THE UNITED STATES SPECIAL LICENSE PLATES, FOR 

ONE MOTOR VEHICLE ONLY, DESIGNED TO INDICATE THAT THE 

APPLICANT IS A SURVIVOR OF THE PEARL HARBOR ATTACK IF THE 

APPLICANT WAS A MEMBER OF THE UNITED STATES ARMED FORCES ON 

DECEMBER 7, 1941, WAS ON STATION ON DECEMBER 7, 1941, DURING 

THE HOURS OF 7:55 A.M. TO 9:45 A.M. (HAWAII TIME) AT PEARL 

HARBOR, THE ISLAND OF OAHU, OR OFFSHORE A'r A DISTANCE OF NOT 

MORE THAN 3 MILES, AND RECEIVED AN HONORABLE DISCHARGE FROM 
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THE UNITED STATES ARMED FORCES. IF SPECIAL LICENSE PLATES 

ISSUED UNDER THIS SUBSECTION ARE LOST, STOLEN, OR MUTILATED, 

THE RECIPIENT OF THE PLATES IS ENTITLED TO REPLACEMENT 

PLATES UPON REQUEST AND WITHOUT CHARGE. 

tet(F) A Montana resident who is eligible to receive a 

special parking permit under 49-4-301 may, upon written 

application on a form prescribed by the department, be 

issued a special license plate with a design or decal 

bearing a representation of a wheelchair as the symbol of 

the handicapped person. (Terminates July 1, 1996--sec. 4, 

Ch. 654, L. 1989.) 

61-3-332. (Effective July 1, 1996t Nwnber plates. (1) 

Every~ motor vehicle that is driven upon the streets or 

highways of Montana must display both front and rear number 

plates, bearing the distinctive number assigned the vehicle. 

The number plates are in eigh~ 10 series: one series for 

owners of motorcars, one for owners of motor vehicles of the 

motorcycle or quadricycle type, one for trailers, one for 

trucks, one for dealers in vehicles of the motorcycle or 

quadricycle type that bear the distinctive letters "MCD" or 

the letters "MC" and the word "DEALER", one for franchised 

dealers in new motorcars (including trucks and trailers) or 

new and used motorcars (including trucks and trailers) that 

bear the distinctive letter 11 D" or the word ''DEALER'', one 

for dealers in used motorcars only (including used trucks 
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and trailers) that bear the distinctive letters "UD" or the 

letter 11 0" and the word "DEALER", ttl'ld one for dealers in 

trailers and/or semitrailers (new or used) that bear the 

distinctive letters "DTR" or the letters "TR" and the word 

"DEALER", one for dealers in recreational vehicles that bear 

the distinctive letters 11 RV" or the letter 11 R" and the word 

"DEALER", and one for special license plates. All markings 

for the aforementioned various kinds of dealers' plates must 

be placed on the number plates assigned thereto in the 

position that the department designates. 

(2) All number plates for motor vehicles must be issued 

for a minimum period of 4 years, bear a distinctive marking, 

and be furnished by the state. In years when number plates 

are not issued, the department shall provide nonremovable 

stickers bearing appropriate registration numbers that must 

be affixed to the license plates in use. 

13) Subject to the provisions of this section, the 

department shall create a new design for number plates as 

provided in this section, and it shall manufacture the newly 

designed number plates far issuance after January 1, 1991, 

to replace, at renewal as required in 61-3-312 and 61-3-314, 

number plates that were displayed on motor vehicles before 

that date. 

(4) In the case of motorcars and trucks, number plates 

must be of metal 6 inches wide and 12 inches in length. For 
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number plates issued after 1976, the outline of the state of 

Montana must be used as a distinctive border on such license 

plates, and the word "Montana" and the year must be placed 

across the bottom of the plates. Such registration plates 

must be treated with a reflectorized background material 

according to specifications prescribed by the department. 

(5) The distinctive registration numbers must begin 

with a number one or with a letter-number combination, such 

as "A 1 11 or "AA l", or any other similar combination of 

letters and numbers and be numbered consecutively for each 

series of plates. The distinctive registration number or 

letter-number combination assigned to the vehicle must 

appear on the plate preceded by the number of the county and 

appearing in horizontal order on the same horizontal 

baseline. The county number must be separated from the 

distinctive registration number by a separation mark unless 

a letter-number combination is used. The dimensions of such 

numerals and letters must be determined by the department, 

and all county and registration numbers must be of equal 

height. 

(6) For the use of tax-exempt motor vehicles, in 

addition to the markings herein provided, number plates must 

have thereon the following distinctive markings: 

{a) For vehicles owned by the state, the department may 

desiqnat~ the prefix number for the various state 
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departments. All numbered plates issued to state departments 

must bear the words "State Owned", and no year number may be 

indicated thereon because these numbered plates are of a 

permanent nature and will be replaced by the department only 

when the physical condition of numbered plates requires it. 

(b) For vehicles that are owned by the counties, 

municipalities, irrigation districts organized under the 

laws of Montana and not operating for profit, and school 

districts and that are used and operated by officials and 

employees thereof in line of duty and for vehicles on loan 

from the United States government or the state of Montana 

to, or owned by, the civil air patrol and used and operated 

by officials and employees thereof in the line of duty, 

there must be placed on the number plates assigned thereto, 

in a position that the department may designate, the letter 

"X" or the word "EXEMPT'1 
.. Distinctive registration numbers 

for plates assigned to motor vehicles of each of the 

counties in the state and those of the municipalities and 

school districts situated within each of the counties and 

those of the irrigation districts that obtain plates within 

each county must begin with number one and be numbered 

consecutively. Because these number plates are of a 

permanent nature, they are subject to replacement by the 

department only when the physical condition of the number 

plates requires it and a year number may not be displayed on 
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the number plates. 

(7) On all number plates assigned to motor vehicles of 

the truck and trailer type, other than tax-exempt trucks and 

tax-exempt trailers, there must appear the letter "T" or the 

word "TRUCK" on plates assigned to trucks and the letters 

'
1 TR" or the word "TRAILER 11 on plates assigned to trailers 

and housetrailers. The letters "MC" or the word ••cYCLE" must 

appear on plates assigned to vehicles of the motorcycle or 

quadricycle type .. 

(8) Number plates issued to a passenger car, truck, 

trailer, or vehicle of the motorcycle or qu~dricycle type 

may be transferred only to a replacement passenger car, 

truck, trailer, or motorcycle- or quadricycle-type vehicle. 

No registration or license fee may be assessed upon a 

transfer of a number plate under 61-3-317 and 61-3-335. 

(9) For the purpose of this chapter, the several 

counties of the state are assigned numbers as follows: 

Silver Bow, l; Cascade, 2; Yellowstone, 3; Missoula, 4; 

Lewis and Clark, 5; Gallatin, 6; Flathead, 7; Fergus, s, 
Powder River, 9; Carbon, 10; Phillips, 11; Hill, 12; 

Ravalli, 13; Custer, 14: Lake, 15; Dawson, 16: Roosevelt, 

17; Beaverhead, 18; Chouteau, 19; Valley, 20; Toole, 21; Big 

Horn, 22; Musselshell, 23: Blaine, 24; Madison, 25; Pondera, 

26; Richland, 27; Powell, 28; Rosebud, 29: Deer Lodge, 30; 

Teton, 31; Stillwater, 32; Treasure, 33; Sheridan, 34; 

-28- SB 191 
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Sanders, 35; Judith Basin, 36; Daniels, 37; Glacier, 38; 

Fallon, 39; Sweet Grass, 40; McCone, 41; Carter, 42; 

Broadwater, 43; Wheatland, 44; Prairie, 45; Granite, 46; 

Meaqher, 47; Liberty, 48; Park, 49; Garfield, 50; Jefferson, 

51; Nibaux, 52; Golden Valley, 53; Mineral, 54; Petroleum, 

55; Lincoln, 56. Any new counties must be assigned numbers 

by the department as they may be formed, beginning with the 

number 57. 

(10) Each type of special license plate approved by the 

legislature, except collegiate license plates authorized in 

61-3-463, must be a separate series of plates, numbered as 

provided in subsection (5), except that the county number 

must be replaced by a nonremovable design or decal 

designating the group or organization to which the applicant 

belongs. Unless otherwise specifically stated in this 

section, the special plates are subject to the same rules 

and laws as govern the issuance of regular license plates, 

must be placed or mounted on a vehicle owned by the person 

who is eligible to receive them, and must be removed upon 

sale or other disposition of the vehicle. The special 

license plates must be issued to national guard members, 

former prisoners of war, handicapped persons, reservists, 

Sftd disabled veterans, AND SURVIVORS OF THE PEARL HARBOR 

ATTACK who comply with the following provisions: 

W An active member of the Montana national guard may 
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be issued a special license plate with a design or decal 

displaying the letters "NG". The adjutant general shall 

issue to each active member of the Montana national guard a 

certificate authorizing the division to issue one set of 

nationa-l guard plates, and the member shall surrender the 

plates to the division upon becoming ineligible to use them. 

(b) An active member of the reserve armed forces of the 

United States of America who is a resident of this state may 

be issued a special license plate with a design or decal 

displaying the following: United States army reserve, AR 

{symbol); □nited States naval reserve, NR (anchor); United 

States air force reserve, AFR (symbol); United States marine 

corps reserve, MCR (globe and anchor). The commanding 

officer of each armed forces reserve unit shall issue to 

each eligible member of the reserve unit a certificate 

authorizing the issuance of one set of plates. The member 

shall surrender the plates to the division upon becoming 

ineligible to use them. 

(C) A resident of Montana who is a veteran of the armed 

forces of the United States and who is 100\ disabled because 

of an injuri that has been determined by the veterans' 

administration to be service-connected ma:t, ue2n 

presentation to the division of Eroof of the 100\ 

disabil1t_y_,_ be issued a s12:ecial license plate under this 

section with a design or decal displaying the letters 11 DV". 
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(i) The fee for original or renewal registration by a 

100\ disabled veteran for a passenger vehicle or a tr~ck 

with a GVW-rated capacity of 1 ton or less is $5 and is in 

lieu of all other fees and taxes for that vehicle under this 

chapter. 

(ii) Special license plates issued to a disabled veteran 

are not transferrable to another person. 

(iii) A disabled veteran is not entitled to a special 

license plate for more than one vehicle. 

(iv) A vehicle lawfully displaying a disabled veteran's 

plate and that is conveying a 100% disabled veteran is 

entitled to the parking privileges allowed a handicapped 

person's vehicle under this title. 

(d) A Montana resident who is a veteran of the armed 

forces of the United States and was captured and held 

prisoner by a military force of a foreign nation, documented 

by his service record, may upon application and presentation 

of proof be issued a special license plate with a design or 

decal displaying the words "ex-prisoner of war" or an 

abbreviation as the department considers appropriate. 

(E) UPON PAYMENT OF ALL TAXES AND FEES REQUIRED BY 

PARTS 3 AND 5 OF THIS CHAPTER AND UPON FURNISHING PROOF 

SATISFACTORY TO THE DEPARTMENT THAT THE APPLICANT MEETS THE 

REQUIREMENTS OF THIS SUBSECTION (E), THE DEPARTMENT SHALL 

ISSUE TO A MONTANA RESIDENT WHO IS A VETERAN OF THE ARMED 
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SERVICES OF THE UNITED STATES SPECIAL LICENSE PLATES, FOR 

ONE MOTOR VEHICLE ONLY, DESIGNED TO INDICATE THAT THE 

APPLICANT IS A SURVIVOR OF THE PEARL HARBOR ATTACK IF THE 

APPLICANT WAS A MEMBER OF THE UNITED STATES ARMED FORCES ON 

DECEMBER 7, 1941, WAS ON STATION ON DECEMBER 7, 1941, DURING 

THE HOURS OF 7:55 A.M. TO 9:45 A.M. (HAWAII TIME) AT PEARL 

HARBOR, THE ISLAND OF OAHU, OR OFFSHORE AT A DISTANCE OF NOT 

MORE THAN 3 MILES, AND RECEIVED AN HONORABLE DISCHARGE FROM 

THE UNITED STATES ARMED FORCES. IF SPECIAL LICENSE PLATES 

ISSUED UNDER THIS SUBSECTION ARE LOST, STOLEN, OR MUTILATED, 

THE RECIPIENT OF THE PLATES IS ENTITLED TO REPLACEMENT 

PLATES UPON REQUEST AND WITHOUT CHARGE. 

t~t(F) A Montana resident who is eligible to receive a 

special parking permit under 49-4 301 may, upon written 

application on a form prescribed by the department, be 

issued a special license plate with a design or decal 

bearing a representation of a wheelchair as the symbol of 

the handica~erson." 

Section 9. Section 61-3-333, MCA, is amended to cead: 

"61-3~JJJ .. Replacing number plates. In the event of 

loss, mutilation, or destruction of number plates, and/or 

validation devices, the owner of the registered motor 

vehicle may obtain from the department duplicates ~fte~ee£ or 

replacements of the number plates upon filing sworn 

declaration showing such that fact and payment of a fee of 
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$2, In the event of loss, mutilation, or destruction of 

pioneer plates, duplicates may be obtained in the same 

manner upon payment of a fee of $5." 

Section 10. section 61-3-465, MCA, is amended to read: 

•61-3-465. Issuance -- application -- additional fee -­

disposition. (l) The department shall issue or renew 

collegiate license plates upon receipt of an application 

that shows: 

(a) compliance with 61-3-3037-6:-3-384, 61-3-311, and 

61-3-312, and 

(b) payment to the county treasurer of: 

(i) an initial application and manufacturing fee of 

$2.50, when required; and 

(ii) an annual scholarship donation of $20 for the 

benefit of the institution named in the application. 

(2) Once each month the county treasurer shall transfer 

to the state treasurer the total of the amounts collected 

for: 

(a) the initial application and manufacturing fee for 

deposit in the Montana state prison industries account in 

the proprietary fund for appropriation by the legislature to 

pay the cost of manufacturing collegiate license plates; and 

(b) scholarship donations provided for in subsection 

(l}(b)(ii), along with a schedule showing the number of 

collegiate license plates issued and the total donations 
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received for the benefit of each institution. 

{3) Once each month the state treasurer shall 

distribute to the student academic scholarship fund or 

foundation of each institution an amount equal to the total 

donations credited to that institution and transferred to 

the state treasurer by the county treasurers during the 

preceding month." 

Section 11. Section 61-3-510, MCA, is amended to read: 

•61-3-510~ "eed control fee. (1) A special weed control 

fee of $1.50 must be assessed on the annual registration or 

reregistration of each motor vehicle subject to 

registration. The fee must be collected by the county 

treasurer. 

(2) For purposes of this section, 

includes: 

motor 

(a) motor vehicle as defined in 61-1-102; 

(b) motorcycle as defined in 61-1-105; 

vehicle 

(c) motor-driven cycle as defined in 61-1-106; and 

(d) quadricycle as defined in 61-1-133. 

(3) The following vehicles are exempt from the fee: 

(a) vehicles owned or controlled by the United States 

or a state, county, or city; 

(b) vehicles exempt from payment of registration fees 

by 61-3-32ltTtill; and 

(C) vehicles or equipment which is not self-propelled 
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or which requires towing when moved upon a highway of this 

state." 

Section 12. Section 61-3-601, MCA, is amended to read: 

•61-3-601. Penalty for violations. Except as other~ise 

provided, a violation of any of the provisions of this 

chapter is a misdemeanor and is punishable by a fine not 

exceeding $i5 $500. Nothing eoftte¼fted-~ere%ft in this section 

prevents the prosecution of a person for an offense 

committed under any other law." 

Section 13. Section 61-3-604, MCA, is amended to read: 

•61-3-604. Penalty for altering identification number. 

[l) A person who willfully removes or falsifies an 

identification number of a motor vehicle or motor vehicle 

engine is guilty of a misdemeanor. 

(2) Any person or persons, firm, or corporation whieh 

that sells or offers for sale in this state a vehicle the 

original vehicle identification number of which has been 

destroyed, removed, altered, covered, or defaced,-w¼th-the 

exeept¼oft-ee-eiectr¼esi±y-propelled-veftieies, is guilty of a 

misdemeanor and upon conviction thereof shall be punished by 

a fine of not less than $200 or more than $500 and by 

imprisonment in the county jail for a term of not less than 

30 days or more than 180 days. Upon a second or subsequent 

convicti~n under this subsection, the punishment stall be 

imprisonment in the state prison for a term of not less than 
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1 year or more than 5 years or a fine in an amount not to 

exceed $50,000, or both such fine and imprisonrnent. 11 

Section 14. Section 61-4-101, MCA, is amended to read: 

•61-4-101. Application for dealer's license. (1) Every 

association which, for person, firm, corporation, or 

commission or profit, engages 

selling, exchanging, offering, 

in the business of buying, 

taking for consignment, 

soliciting, advertising the sale of, or acting as a broker 

of new motor vehicles, recreational 

vehicles, trailers (except trailers 

vehicles, 

having 

used motor 

an unloaded 

weight of less than 500 pounds), semitrailers, or special 

mobile equipment as defined in 61-1-104 shall file, by mail 

or otherwise, in the office of the department a verified 

application foe licensure as a dealer, on a blank to be 

furnished by the department foe that purpose and containing 

the information required. The application and all of the 

information contained in it must be verified by the Meneana 

highway--pae~o± department. Each application must be 

accompanied by the license fee specified in 61-4-102. A 

dealer's license must be renewed and paid for annually, and 

an application for relicensure must be filed not later than 

January l of each year. If an application for renewal of a 

license has been received by the department prior to the 

expiration of the license, the dealer may operate his 

business and display dealer plates under the expired license 
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between January land February 15 following expiration. 

(2) To qualify for licensure and the issuance and use 

of "D", "UD", "RV", "DTR 11
, or •MCD" plates as hereinafter 

provided, the applicant must furnish the following 

information and qualify under the following provisions: 

(a) To qualify as a new motor vehicle dealer and for 

the use of "D" plates, the applicant must: 

Ii I state the name under which the business is to be 

conducted and the location of the premises (street address, 

city, county, and state) where records are kept, sales are 

made, and stock of motor vehicles is displayed; 

(ii) state the name and address of all owners or persons 

having an interest in the business, provided that in the 

case of a corporation, the names and addresses of the 

president and secretary are sufficient; 

(iii) state the name and make of all motor vehicles 

handled and the name and address of the manufacturer, 

importer, or distributor with whom the applicant has a 

written new motor vehicle franchise or sales agreement; 

(iv) execute a certificate to the effect that the 

applicant has a permanent building for the display and sale 

of new motor vehicles at the location of the premises where 

sales are conducted; 

(v} execute a certificate to the effect that the 

applicant has a bona fide service department for the repair, 
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service, and maintenance of motor vehicles; and 

(vi) execute a certificate to the effect that the 

applicant is a bona fide dealer in new motor vehicles and 

that he is recognized by a manufacturer, importer, or 

distributor as a dealer in new motor vehicles. 

{b) To qualify as a used motor vehicle dealer and for 

the use of "UD" plates or.!. as a recreational vehicle dealer 

and for the use of "RV" plates, as a trailer, semitrailer, 

or special mobile equipment dealer and for the use of "DTR" 

platesL or as a motorcycle or quadricycle dealer and for the 

use of "MCD" plates, the applicant mttst shall, in addition 

to the matters set forth in subsections (i) and (ii) of 

subsection (2)(a) above, provide: 

(i) a statement that the applicant has a building or 

lot and a sign readable at a minimum distance of 150 feet 

indicating the firm name as the principal place of business 

and that vehicles are offered for sale; and 

{ii) a certificate to the effect that the applicant is a 

bona fide dealer in used motor vehicles, recreational 

vehicles, trailers, semitrailers, special mobile equipment, 

motorcycles, or quadricycles. An applicant for a 

recreational vehicle dealer license m1:2st shall also indicate 

on the same certificate that he is recognized by a 

manufacturer, importer, or distributor as a dealer in 

recreational vehicles. 
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(c} To qualify for a used motor vehicle dealer's 

license, a person mttsC shall submit an 

for that license and comply with 

annual application 

the provisions of 

61-4-102(5) in addition to fulfilling the requirements of 

subsection (2)(b). 

(d) The provisions of subsection (2)(c) do not apply to 

an applicant who is licensed as a motor vehicle wrecking 

facility under the provisions of Title 75, chapter 10, part 

5. 

I 3) (a) The applicant for a dealer's license shall also 

file with his application a good and sufficient bond in the 

sum of $5,000, and the bond must be conditioned that the 

applicant shall conduct his business in accordance with the 

requirements of the law. All bonds must run ta the state of 

Montana, must be approved by the department and filed in its 

office, and must be renewed annually. 

(b) A person who suffers loss or damage due to the 

unlawful conduct of a dealer licensed under this section 

shall obtain a judgment from a court of competent 

jurisdiction prior to collecting the judgment from the 

department. The department is responsible for payment under 

this section, in an amount not to exceed the maximum bond 

amount, only if the judgment on which the payment is based 

determines a specific loss or damage amount and concludes 

that the dealer's unlawful operation caused the loss or 
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damage." 

seeC¼en-¼Se--9ee~ien-6i-6-38i7-MeA,-is-am.ended-~o-readT 

u6i-6-38ie--P~eo~-of-eomp%ianeee-t¼t-Bxeep~-es--p~ev±eed 

±n-~ttbsection-tit7-be£ore-any-app¼±ean~-~eqtt±red-ce-reg±ster 

h¼s--ffloCo~--Yeh¼e¼e-Mey-~o-ee,-Cfte-appiieanC-mttst-eertify-to 

the--eettnty--treaettrer--that--he--possesses--an---atttomobi¼e 

¼tability-insttranee-poliey,-a-eerti£±eate-e£-se¼£-insttranee, 

or--a--pested--indemnity--bend-er-thet-fte-ie-eligib¼e-£or-an 

exemptlen-ttnder-6i-6-3Q3-eo¥ering--the--metor--veh¼e¼ee--~fte 

eertifieation---shal¼---be--en--a--£orm--preseribed--by--the 

department.--~he--department--may--iffllllediate¼y--eanee¼---Che 

registration---end---¼ieenee--~¼ates--0£--the--veh±ele--ttpon 

not¼£ieation--thac--the--inettranee--eerti£ieation--was---not 

eorreetly-represented.-Any-person-whe-intentiona¼¼y-pre¥idee 

£a¼se-in£ormat¼on-on-an-insttrenee-eertif¼eation-ie-gttiity-o£ 

ttnsworn-£a¼s¼£ieeCion-to-a~ehorit¼es7-pttniehab¼e-as-provided 

ift-45-1-i83. 

t~t--An--app¼ieant--£or--reqistrat¼on-o£-a-motor-vehiele 

who-wishes-to-reg±ster-the--~ehiele--by--111.t1:il--mttet--sign--a 

statement--on--the-app¼¼eation-~tating-that-the-app¼ieent-ie 

in-eomp¼±anee-wiCh-the-finaneia¼-liabi¼ity--reqairements--0£ 

61-6-391. 

t3tfil--~n--owner--of--a--meto~--•ehie¼e--w~o--eeases-te 

ma±"to~n-the-insttraftee-er-bend-~eqttirea ttnd~r--6¼-6-38¼ er 

whe9e--eert¼£±eate--ef--se¼f-i"~ttranee--is-canee¼ed-e~-whe~e 
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vehie¼e-eeasee-eo-be-exempt ttnder-6¼-6-393 ahail-immediate¼y 

sttrrender--the--reg¼stration--and--lieense--p¼ates--Eer--the 

vehie¼e--to--the--eottnty--treasttrer--£er--dei±Tery--to---the 

department--and--may--not-operate-er-permit-operation-ei-the 

vehiele-in-Montana-until-insttranee-has-again-been--furnished 

as---re~ttired--and--the--vehie¼e--is--again--registered--and 

lieensede 

t4tfil--Bvery ~ person-shal¼-earry-in--a--motor--vehiel-e 

hein9--operated--by--him--an--insttranee-eard-appreved-by-the 

department-bttt-isstted-by-the-insttranee-earrier-to-the--moter 

Tehiele--owner-as-proof-o£-eomp¼ianee-with-6%-6-38l,-~-meter 

vehie¼e-eperator--shall--exhibit--the--¼nsurance--eard--ttpon 

demand-0£-a-ittstiee-or-the-peaee7-a-eity-or-fflttnieipa¼-jttdge7 

a-peace-0E£icer7-a-hi9hway-patrol-0££ieer7-or-a-£ie¼d-depttty 

or-¼nspeetor-0£-the-department,-Howe•er7-ne ~ persen-eharged 

with--vio¼ating--th±s--sttbsect±on-may not be-eonvieted-i£-he 

prodttees-in-eo~rt-er-the-orE±ee--0£--the--arresting--0£Eieer 

proof-of-insttrance-va¼id-at-the-time-0£-his-arrestou 

Seetion-¼5o--Seet±On-¼5-~9-¼9¼7-M€AT-is-amended-to-read~ 

•¼S-~&-18¼,--e±spesition----oE---fttnds--------contingent 

reduetion-0£-al¼oeationo A¼¼-taxes,-interest,-and--pena¼t±es 

eo¼leeted--ttnder--this--ehapter,-exeept-those-eolleete~-by-a 

;ust±ee•s-eourt,-sha¼¼-be-tttrned-o•er-prompt¼y-to-the--state 

treasttre~7--whe--sha½i--p±aee--the-same-±n-t~e-9tate-~p~e±~i 

re~entte-fttnd-to-the-ered±t-of-the--department--e£--h±9hwayso 
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~hose exeept--as--pro•ided--in--9ttbsection-f9t7-those £ttnds 

hereinbeiow-a¼ioeated-to-eities7-tewns7-a"d--eott"t±es--9ha¼% 

be-pa±d-by-the-de~artment-ef-highways-£rom-the-state-speeiai 

reventte-£ttnd-to-stteh-eities7-towns7-and-eottntiesT 

t¼t--~¼479997989--of--the--fttftds--eolleeted--ttftder--th¼s 

ehapter,--exeept--those--eo¼¼eeted--by-a-jttst¼ee~s-eottrt,-is 

stattttori¼y-a~propr±ated,-as-provided-in--¼7-7-58Z7--to--the 

department--o£--highways--and-sha¼¼-ee-a¼¼oeated-eaeh-£isea¼ 

year-on-a-month¼y-basis-to--the--eottnties--and--ineorporated 

e±ties----and----towns----in---Mentana---£er---eonstrttetion, 

reeenstrttetion,-maintenanee,-and-repair-0£-rttra¼--roads--and 

eity--or-town-streets-and-ai¼eys,-as-provided-in-sttbseetions 

tlttat-throttgh-tlttet~ 

tat--$54,899-shall-be-des¼gnated-for--the--pttrposes--aftd 

£ttnet±ons---of---the---Montana--rttral--teehnicai--ass±stanee 

~ransportat±on-pro9ram-in-Bo~eman~ 

tbt--$6,3i3,888--shaii--~e--d±vided--among--the--•ariotts 

eottnties-in-the-foilowing-manner~ 

t±t--~8%-~n-the-ratie-that-the--rttra¼--road--miiea9e--±n 

each--cottnty,-exeittsive-o£-the-federai-aid-inte~9tate-syetem 

and-the-£edera¼-aid-primary-system7-bears-to-the-tota¼-rttra¼ 

road-miiea9e-in-the--9tate,--exe¼ttsive--of--the--iedera¼-atd 

inter~tate-~y~teffl-ane-the-federa¼-a±d-primary-sy9tem; 

t~~t-~H%--tn-the-~atio-that-~h~-rttra¼-pop~¼atio"-in-eaeh 

eottnty-ottt~tde-±neorporated-e±t±e9-end-tewns--bears--to--the 
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and--eottnt±es--tc--fnrn¼sh--to--the-department-0£-h¼ghways-a 

year¼y-~rt¼f¼ed--statement--tndieat±ng--the--tota¼--mi¼eage 

wtthin--the¼r--respeetive--areas-app¼¼eab¼e-to-th¼s-ehapterT 

A¼¼--m¼¼eage--snbmitted--sha¼¼--be--snb;eet--to--re~iew--ana 

approva¼-by-the-department-0£-h¼ghwayeT 

t~t--Bxeept-by-a-town-or-third-e¼ass-e¼ty-as-pro•ided-in 

sttbseetion-titT-none-of-the-fttnds-anthorized-by-this-seet¼on 

sha¼¼-be-nsed-£or-the-pttrehase-of-eapita¼-eqttipmentT 

t8t--Pnnds-attthori~ed-by-th±s-sect±on-shai¼-be-ttsed--£er 

eoflstrnetion-and-maintenanee-programs-on¼y, 

t9t--~he--department--0£--;ast±ee7-ttpon-determining-that 

tfte-eoanty-treasttrer--0£--a--eottnty--fai¼s--te--enferee--the 

provisiens--of--6l-6-39i7--shall--eertify--that--faet-to-the 

department-0£-h±9hways7-and-the-department-0E-ftighways-sha¼¼ 

deerease-the-payment-te-that-eottnty-ander-the-prov±sions--0£ 

sttbseetion--flttbt-by-i51-for-eaeh-year-ttntil-the-department 

or-;ttstiee-sttbsegttently-eert±f±es-that-the-eottnty--treasarer 

is-no-%on9er-£a±¼in9-to-en£oree-the-prov±sions-0£-6¼-6-38~.• 

Seetion-¼5•--Seetien-6¼-6-39%7-M€A7-is-amended-to-read~ 

•6t-6-38iT Proof SBRRENBER-8P-RBG%5'PRAT%8N----PROOP of 

eompiianeey tlt Exeept-as-preY±ded-±n-sttbseet±on-t%t7-be£ore 

any-app¼ieant-reqtt±red-to-re~ister-h±s-metor-veh±eie-may--do 

S07--the-app¼±eant-mttst-eertify-to-the-eottnty-treasttrer-that 

he-possesses-e"-atttomob±½e--½iab±¼±ty--±nsttrenee--peiiey,--~ 

eertif±eftte-0£-se±f-insttranee,-or-a-posted-indemnity-bo"d-or 

-45- SB 191 
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that-he-¼s-e¼igib¼e-fer-an-exempt¼en-ttnder-6¼-6-393-covering 

the--motor--vehic¼e~--The--eerti£ieation--sha¼¼-be-en-a-£orm 

preser¼bed-Dy-the-departmentv-~he-department-may-¼lllJftediate¼y 

eance¼-the-reg±stration-and-¼icense-p¼ates--0£--the--veh±e¼e 

~poft--not±fieation--that-the-iftsttranee-eertifieation-was-net 

eorreet¼y-representedv-Any-person-who-¼ntentiona¼¼y-prov±des 

fa¼se-in£ormat±on-on-an-insttranee-eerti£ieation-is-gtti¼ty-o£ 

ttnsworn-£a¼si£ie8tion-to-attthorities7-pttn±shab¼e-as-prov±ded 

¼"-45-T-z93T 

tZt--An-applieant-£er-re9istration-of--a--meter--ve~±e¼e 

who--wishes--to--register--the--vehie¼e--by-mei¼-mttst-s±gn-a 

statement-on-the-app¼icat±on-stating-that-the--app¼ieant--is 

±n--eemp¼ianee--w±th-the-f±nancia¼-¼±abi¼ity-req~irements-0£ 

6t-6-39lT 

t3t ~n-owner-of-a-motor-vehic¼e-who-eeases-to--maintain 

tne--insttranee--or--bond--reqttired ttnder--6¼-6-39¼ or-whose 

eerti£±eate-o£-se¼£-ins~ranee-±s-eanee¼ed-or--whose--vehieie 

eeases---to--be--exempt ~nder--6¼-6-693 shall--iffllftediately 

sttrrender--the--regi~tration--and--¼icense--p¼ates--for--the 

vehie¼e--te--the--eottnty--~rea9ttre~--for--de¼ivery--~e---the 

depa~tment--and--may--not-operate-o~-permit-operation-oE-~he 

vehiele-~n-Montana-ttntii-¼n~ttranee-he~-a9ain-been--£ttrft±~hed 

a~---reqaired--and--the--~ehieie--i9--again--registered--and 

¼i~ensed~ 

t4tfil Every~ person-~ha¼¼-ee~~y-in--a--metor--vehie¼e 
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bein~--eperated--by--him--an--insttranee-eard-apprewed-by-the 

department-bat-¼ssaed-by-tfte-insaranee-earrier-te-the--motor 

veh±e¼e--ewner-as-preef-ef-eempliance-w±th-6¼-6-38¼,-A-motor 

vehie¼e-operator--sha¼¼--exhibit--the--insaranee--eard--ttpon 

demand-0£-a-;astiee-0£-the-peace,-a-eity-er-mttnieipa¼-;ttdge, 

a-peaee-0££ieer7-a-atghway-patro¼-of£icer,-or-a-£±e¼d-depoty 

or-ins~eetor-0£-tfte-departmenta However,-no ~ pereon-ehar~ed 

with--Yio½ating--this--sabeeetion-may not ne-eonYieted-±£-he 

prodaees-in-eoort-or-the-0££iee--0£--the--arrestin9--0££ieer 

proo£-o£-insttranee-wa¼id-at-the-time-ot-his-arres~Tu 

NEW SECTION. SECTION 15. COORDINATION INSTRUCTION. ON 

PASSAGE AND APPROVAL OF THIS BILL, HOUSE BILL NO. 98 IS 

13 VOID. 

14 

15 

NEW SECTION. Section 16. Repealer. Sections 10-1-110, 

61-3-304, 61-3-444, 61-3-445, 61-3-447, 61-3-451, and 

16 61-3-505, MCA, are repealed. 

17 NEW SECTION. Section 17. Instructions to code 

18 coamissioner. To conform with the provisions of (this act], 

19 the code commissioner shall make the following revisions: 

20 

21 

22 

(1) in 49-4-302(2) 

61-3-332(10)(c); 

(2) in 49-4-304(1), 

23 61-3-332tr9ttet(lO)(FI; 

and (3), cnange 61-3-451 to 

change 61-3-445 to 

24 (3) in 61-3-313(3), change 61-3-451 to 61-3-332{10){c); 

25 (4) in 61-3-4467~ 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

ill cnange: 

tatl!l 61-3-444 to 61-3-332(10)(d); 

tbtl!.!.l 61-3-445 to 61-3-332tr9ttet(l0)(F); 

tetill!.l 61-3-447 to 61-3-332(10)(b); and 

tdti!Yl 61-3-451 to 61-3-332(10)(c); AND 

(B) INSERT 61-3-332{10){E); 

SB 0191/05 

(5) in 61-3-452, 61-3-453, 61-3-454, 61-3-455, and 

61-3-504(2), cnange 63-3-451 to 61-3-332(10)(c); 

(6) in 61-3-507, delete "and 61-3-505" at tne end of 

subsection (1) in the temporary version and at the end of 

the permanent version. 

-End-
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