SENATE BILL NO. 191
INTRODUCED BY T. BECK
BY REQUEST OF THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
IN THE SENATE

JANUARY 23, 1991 ‘ INTRODUCED AND REFERRED TC COMMITTEE
‘ ON HIGHWAYS & TRANSPORTATION.

FIRST READING.

FEBRUARY 15, 1991 COMMITTEE RECCMMEND BILL
DO PASS AS AMENDED., REPORT ADOPTED.

FEBRUARY 16, 1991 PRINTING REPORT.
SECOND READING, DO PASS AS AMENDED.
FEBRUARY 18, 1991 ENGROSSING REPORT.

THIRD READING, PASSED.
. AYES, 49; NOES, 0.

TRANSMITTED TO HOUSE.
IN THE HOUSE

MARCH 4, 1991 INTRODUCED AND REFERRED TO COMMITTEE
ON HIGHWAYS & TRANSPORTATION.

FIRST READING.

MARCH 21, 1991 COMMITTEE RECOMMEND BILL BE
CONCURRED IN AS AMENDED. REPORT
ADOPTED, '

APRIL 5, 1991 SECOND READING, CONCURRED IN.

APRIL 6, 1991 THIRD READING, CONCURRED IN.

AYES, 91; NOES, 4.
RETURNED TO SENATE WITH AMENDMENTS.
IN THE SENATE
APRIL 9, 1991 RECEIVED FROM HOUSE.

SECOND READING, AMENDMENTS NOT
CONCURRED IN.



ON MOTION, CONFERENCE COMMITTEE
REQUESTED.

APRIL 16, 1991 CONFERENCE COMMITTEE APPOINTED.
IN THE HOQUSE

APRIL 18, 1991 ON MOTION, CONFERENCE COMMITTEE
REQUESTED AND APPOINTED.

IN THE SENATE
APRIL 18, 1991 CONFERENCE COMMITTEE REPORTED.

APRIL 20, 1991 SECOND READING, CONFERENCE COMMITTEE
REPORT ADOPTED.

APRIL 22, 1991 THIRD READING, CONFERENCE COMMITTEE
REPORT ADOPTED.

IN THE HOUSE

APRIL 20, 1991 CONFERENCE COMMITTEE REPORT
ADOPTED.,

IN THE SENATE

APRIL 22, 1991 THIRD READING, CONFERENCE COMMITTEE
REPORT ADOPTED.

SENT TC ENRCLLING.

REPCRTED CORRECTLY ENROLLED.
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INTRODUCED BY
T

BY REQUEST OF THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO GENERALLY REVISE
MOTOR VEHICLE REGISTRATION AND TITLING LAWS; DELETING THE
REQUIREMENT FOR CERTIFICATION OF LIRBILITY INSURANCE ON THE
REGISTRATION RECEIPT; PROVIDING FOR THE ISSUANCE OF
SPECIAL-PURPOSE LICENSE PLATES BY CREATING A GENERIC PLATE
WITH A DESIGN OR DECAL INDICATING THE SPECIAL PURPOSE;
CREATING A NEW CLASS COF DEALER PLATE FOR RECREATIONAL
VEHICLE DEALERS; ALLOWING FOR REPLACEMENT PLATES INSTEAD OF
ISSUING DUPLICATE LICENSE PLATES; REMOVING THE EXCEPTION FCR
ELECTRICALLY DRIVEN VEHICLES IN THE VEEICLE IDENTIFICATION
NUMBER STATUTE; TRANSFERRING THE DUTY OF INSPECTING DEALERS
FROM THE HIGHWAY PATROL: TO THE MOTOR VEHICLE DIVISION;
PROVIDING THAT EXEMPT PLATES BE REISSUED ONLY WHEN DAMAGED
OR DESTROYED; INCREASING THE PENALTY FOR VIOLATING VEHICLE
TITLING, REGISTRATION, OR TAXATION LAWS; AMENDING SECTIONS
61-1-130, 61-3-101, 61-3-201, 61-3-205, 61-3-206, 61-3-303,
61-3-305, 61-3-332, 61-3-333, 61-3-465, 61-3-510, 61-3-601,
61-3-604, 61-4-101, AND 61-6-302, MCA; AND REPEALING
SECTIONS 10-1-110, 61-3-304, 61-3-444, 61-3-445, 61-3-447,

61-3-451, AND 61-3-505, MCA."
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BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
Section 1. Section 61-1-130, MCA, is amended to read:
"61-1-130. Motor home. "Motor home" as used in 61-3-521

and 61-3-522 means a self-propetied motor vehicle eriginaiiy

designed--cr--permanentiy-—-attered-—to-—-provide---temporary

Eaci}ities—Ecr—recreatienak;—travei;*or—camping—u:ci

(1) designed to provide temporary 1living guarters,

built as an ipntegral part of or permanently attached to a

self-propelled motor vehicle chassis or van;

{(2) containing permanently installed independent 1life

support systems that meet the ANSI/A119.2 standard; and

{3) providing at least four of the following types of

facilities:

{a) cooking, refrigeration, or icebox;

{b) self-contained toilet;

(c) heating or air-conditioning, or both;

{d) potable water supply, including a faucet and sink;

(e) separate 110-volt or 125-volt electrical power

supply or a liguified petroleum gas supply, or both."

Section 2. section §1-3-101, MCA, is amended to read:

"61-3-101. Duties of department —— records. (1) The
department shall keep a record as hereimafter specified in
this section of all motor vehicles, trailers, and

semitrailers of every kind, and of certificates of

INTRODUCED BILL
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registration and ownership kheresaf of those vehicles, and of

all manufacturers and dealers in motor vehicles.

(2) In the case o0of motor vehicles, trailers, and
semitrailers, the record shai: must show the following:

{(a) name of owner, residence by town and county, and
business address;

(b)Y name and address of <c¢onditional sales vendor,
mortgagee, or other lienholder and amount due under contract
or lien;

[c) manufacturer of ear vehicle;

(d) manufacturer's designation of style of ear--eor
vehicle;

{e) identifying number;

(£) vear of manufacture;

{g} character of motive power and shipping weight of
ear vehicle as shown by the manufacturer;

{h) the distinctive 1license number assigned to the
vehicle if any:

(i) if a truck or trailer, the number of tons' capacity
or GVW if imprinted on manufacturer's identification plate;

(3) except as provided in 61-3-103, the name and

complete address of any holder of a perfected security

interest in a vehicle; and

t34¥(k} suek other information as that may from time ta

time be found desirable.
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{3) The department shall file applications for
registration received by it from the county treasurers of
the state and register the vehicles therein described in the

applications and the owners thereef oOf the vehicles in

suitable books or on index cards, as follows:

{a) under the distinctive license number assigned to
the vehicle by the county treasurer;

(b) alphabetically under the name of the owner:

{c) numerically under make and identifying number of
the vehicle; and

(d) such other index of registration as the department
considers expedient.

{4) Vehicle registration records and indexes and
driver's 1license records and indexes may be maintained by
electronic recording and storage media.

{5) In the case of dealers, the records shat} must show
the information contained in the application for Jdealer's
license as required by 61i-4-101 through 61-4-105, as well as
the distinctive license number assigned tc the dealer.

(6) In order to prevent an accumulation of unneeded
records and files, the department shaii-have--the--anthority

and--{¢--shatt--be--ita has the authority and the duty to

destroy all records and files whieh that have ceased to Bbe

of-any have value.

{7) The department may establish and maintain a

._4._
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short-wave radio station in order to feport motor vehicle
registration information to the highway patrol, to sheriffs,
and to the chiefs of police of each incorporated city of the
state who are able to communicate with swek the short-wave
radio station.

(8) All records shatt must be open to inspection during
all reasonable business hours, and the department shall
furnish any information from the records upon payment by the
applicant of the cost of transcribing the information
reguested.”

Section 3. Section 61-3-201, MCA, is amended to read:

"61-3-201. Transfer of interest -- cancellation of
erroneous certificate of ownership. (1) Upon a transfer of
any interest in a motor vehicle registered under the
provisions of this chapter, the person whose interest is to
be transferred shall write his signature with pen and ink
upon the certificate of ownership issued for the vehicle in
the appropriate space provided upen-the-reverse-side-of-the
eertifieate, and the signature must be acknowledged before
the county treasurer, a deputy county treasurer, or a notary
public.

{2) Within 20 calendar days after endorsement, the
transferee shall forward both the endarsed certificate of
ownership with the odometer mileage statement required under

61~3-206 and the certificate of registration, together with
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the information required under 61-3-202, to the county
treasurer, who shall forward them to the department. The
department may not 1issue a certificate of ownership or
certificate of registration until the outstanding
certificates are surrendered to that coffice or their loss is
established to its reascnable satisfaction. Failure to make
application within the 20-day grace period subjects the
transferee to a penalty of $10. The county treasurer shall
collect the penalty at the time of registration. The penalty
is in addition to the fees otherwise provided by law. If the
transferee does not make application within 25 days, a
creditor or secured party may pay the fees for the transfer
of title and filing of security interest or lien in order to
have title transferred to the transferee and have the
security interest or lien filed. The creditor or secured
party is not liable for the penalty, registration fees, or
taxes. The department shall return the certificate of title
to the county treasurer as provided in 61-3-103(1). When the
certificate of ownership is returned by the department to
the county treasurer, the treasurer shall hold the
certificate of ownership wuntil the vehicle is properly
registered.

(3) In the event of a transfer by operation of law of
any interest in a mokor vehicle as upon inheritance, devise,

or  bequest, order in bankruptcy or insolvency, execution

-5 -
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sale, repossession upon default in the performance of the
terms of a lease or executory sales contract, or otherwise
than by voluntary act of the person whose title or interest
is transferred, the executor, administrator, receiver,
trustee, sheriff, or other representative or successor in
interest of the person whose interest is transferred shall
forward to the department an application for a certificate

of ownership in the form required by the department fer-an

eriginai——app&fcabien——fcr——a—-cett&Eieate—-—eé---cwnership,
together with a verified or certified statement of the
transfer of interest. The statement must set forth the
reascn for the involuntary transfer, the interest
transferred, the name of the person to whom the interest is
to be transferred, the process of procedure effecting the
transfer, and other information requested by the department,
Evidence and instruments otherwise required by law to effect
a transfer of legal or eguitable title to or an interest in
chattels as may be required in such cases must be furnished
with the statement. If the department is satisfied that the
transfer is regular and that all formalities required by law
have been complied with, it shall send to the owner,
conditional sales wvendor, lessor, mortgagee, and other
lienor, as shown by its records, notice of the intended
transfer and, not 1less than 5 days after sending notice,

shall issue a new certificate of ownership and certificate
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af registration teo the transferee. The notice required by
this section is complied with by deposit in the post office
in Deer Lodge, Montana, of the notice, postage prepaid,
addressed to the person at the respective address shown on
its records.

(4) When the vehicle certificate of ownership that is
involuntarily transferred is not registered in this state,
the procedure in subsection (3) must be followed in applying
for a new certificate of ownership and certificate of

registration bue; however, in lieu of the statement required

in subsection (3), the department may accept an affidavit of

repossession on the form provided by the state in which a

lien has been perfected and the department need not send

notice of intended transfer and shall issue a new
certificate of ownership and a new certificate of
registration to the person entitled to them the
certificates.

(5} (a) If the owner of one or more motor vehicles,
trailers, semitrailers, or housetrailers registered under
this chapter and not exceeding a combined value of $15,000
dies without leaving other property necessitating the
procuring of letters of administration or letters
testamentary, the surviving spouse or other heir unless the
property is by will otherwise begueathed may secure transfer

of the decedent’'s certificate of ownership and the

-8-



10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

LC 1117/01

short-wave radio station in order to report motor vehicle
registration information to the highway patrol, to sheriffs,
and to the chiefs of police of each incorporated city of the
state who are able to communicate with sueh the short-wave
radio station,

{8} All records shaill must be open to inspection during
all reascnable business hours, and the department shall
furnish any information from the records upon payment by the
applicant of the cost of transcribing the information
requested."

Section 3. section 61-3-201, MCA, is amended to read:

"61-3-201. Transfer of interest -- cancellation of
erronecus certificate of ownership. (1) Upon a transfer of
any interest in a motor wvehicle registered under the
provisions of this chapter, the person whose interest is to
be transferred shall write his signature with pen and ink
upon the certificate of ownership issued for the vehicle in
the appropriate space provided upon-the-reverse-aide-sf-the
certifieate, and the signature must be acknowledged before
the county treasurer, a deputy county treasurer, or a notary
public.

{(2) Within 20 calendar days after endorsement, the
transferee shall forward both the endorsed certificate of
ownership with the odometer mileage statement required under

61-3-206 and the certificate of registration, together with
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the information required under 61-3-202, to the county
treasurer, who shall forward them to the department. The
department may not issue a certificate of ownership or
certificate of registration until the outstanding
certificates are surrendered to that office or their loss is
established to its reasonable satisfaction, Failure to make
application within the 20-day dgrace period subjects the
transferee to a penalty of $10. The county treasurer shall
collect the penalty at the time of registration. The penalty
is in addition to the fees otherwise provided by law, If the
transferee does not make application within 25 days, a
creditor or secured party may pay the fees for the transfer
of title and filing of security interest or lien in order to
have title transferred to the transferee and have the
security interest or lien filed. The creditor or secured
party 1is not liable for the penalty, registration fees, or
taxes. The department shall return the certificate of title
to the county treasurer as provided in 61-3-103(1). When the
certificate of ownership is returned by the department to
the county treasurer, the treasurer shall hold the
certificate of ownership until the vehicle 1is properly
registered,

(3) In the event of a transfer by operation of law of
any lnterest in a motor vehicle as upon inheritance, devise,

or bequest, order 1in bankruptcy or insolvency, execution

_6..



10

il

13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

LC 1117/01

sale, repossession upon default in the performance of the
terms of a lease or executory sales contract, or otherwise
than by voluntary act of the person whose title or interest
is transferred, the executor, administrator, receiver,
trustee, sheriff, or other representative or successor in
interest of the person whose interest is transferred shall
forward to the department an application for a certificate

of ownership in the form required by the department far-an

originat--apptication——-for--a--certificate--—of-—-ownership,
together with a verified or certified statement of the
transfer of interest. The statement must set forth the
reason for the involuntary transfer, the interest
transferred, the name of the person to whom the interest is
to be transferred, the process of procedure effecting the
transfer, and other information requested by the department,
Evidence and instruments otherwise required by law to effect
a transfer of legal or equitable title to or an interest in
chattels as may be required in such cases must be furnished
with the statement. If the department is satisfied that the
transfer is regular and that all formalities reguired by law
have been complied with, it shall send to the owner,
conditional sales wvendor, 1lessor, mortgagee, and other
lienor, as shown by its records, notice of the intended
transfer and, not 1less than 5 days after sending notice,

shall issue a new certificate of ownership and certificate
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of registration te the transferee. The notice required by
this section is complied with by deposit in the post office
in Deer Lodge, Montana, of the notice, postage prepaid,
addressed to the person at the respective address shown on
its records.

(4) wWhen the vehicle certificate of ownership that is
involuntarily transferred is not registered in this state,
the procedure in subsection (1) must be followed in applying
for a new certificate of ownership and certificate of

registration bue; however, in lieu of the statement required

in subsection {3), the department may accept an affidavit of

repossession on the form provided by the state in which a

lien has been perfected and the department need not send

notice of intended transfer and shall issue a new
certificate of ownership and a new certificate of
registration to the person entitled to ehem the

certificates.

{5} {a) If the owner of one or more motor vehicles,
trailers, semitrailers, or housetrailers registered under
this chapter and not exceeding a combined value of $15,000
dies without 1leaving other property necessitating the
procuring of letters of administration or letters
testamentary, the surviving spouse or other heir unless the
property is by will otherwise bequeathed may secure transfer

of the decedent's certificate of ownership and the

._8_
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record of the information required in subsection (1) and
shall maintain and preserve that record for at least 5 years
after the date of sale of the motor vehicle to which the
information pertains."

Section 6. Section $1-3-303, MCA, is amended to read:

"61-3-303. Application for registration. (1) BEvery
owner of a motor vehicle cperated or driven upon the public
highways of <this state shall for each motor vehicle owned,
except as hereln otherwise expressly provided, file or cause
to be filed in the office of the county treasurer where the
owner makes his permanent residence at the time of making
the application or, i€ the vehicle is owned by a corporation
or used primarily for commercial purposes, in the taxing
jurisdiction of the county where the vehicle is permanently
assigned, an application for registration or reregistration
upon & blank form to be prepared and furnished by the
department. The application shall contain:

{a) name and address of owner, giving c¢ounty, school
district, and town or city within whose corporate limits the
motor wvehicle 1is taxable, if taxable, or within whose
corporate limits the owner's residence 1is located if the
motor vehicle is not taxable;

{(b) name and address of the holder of any security
interest in the motor vehicle;

(c) description of motor vehicle, including make, year
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model, engine or serial number, manufacturer's model or
letter, gress weight, type of bedy, and if truck, the rated
capacity; and

td3-—itn--case——of-rareqistracion;-the-licensa-number-for
the-preceding-years-and

ter(d) such other information as that the department
may require.

(2) A person who files an application for registration
or reregistration of a motor vehicle, except of a mobile
home as defined in 15-1-101{1), shall upon the filing of the
application pay to the county treasurer:

{a) the registration fee, as provided in 61-3-311 and
61-3-321; and

(b) unless it has been previously paid:

(i) the personal property taxes assessed against the
vehicle for the current year of registration and the
immediately previous year; or

{ii} the new motor vehicle sales tax against the wvehicle
for the current year of registration.

{3) The application may not be accepted by the county
treasurer unless the payments required by subsection (2}
accompany the application. The department or its agent may
not assess and the county treasurer may not collect taxes or
fees for a periocd other than:

{a) the current year; and

_14_
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(b} the immediately previous year; if the vehicle was
not registered or operated on the highways of the state,
regardless of the period of time since the vehicle was
previously registered or operated,

(4) The department or 1its agent may make full and
complete investigation of the tax status of the vehicle., Any
applicant for registration or reregistration must submit
proof from the tax or other appropriate records of the
proper county at the request of the department or its
agent.,"

Section 7. sSection 61-3-305, MCA, is amended to read:

"61-3-305. Blanks to be provided., It shaii-be is the
duty of the department to provide blank application forms
eutiining~-and--providing-fer-the-information-needed-in-esch
ciass-of-reqistratton-reguiredy and to furnish these upon
request to applicant for registration."

Section 8. section 61-3-332, MCA, is amended to read:

"61-3-332. (Temporary) Number plates, (1) Every A motor
vehicle that is driven wupon the streets or highways of
Montana must display both front and rear number plates,
bearing the distinctive number assigned the vehicle. The
number plates are in eight 10 series: one series for owners
of motorcars, one for owners of motor vehicles of the
motorcycle or quadricycle type, one for trailers, one for

trucks, one for dealers in vehicles of the motorcycle or

-15-
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guadricycle type that bear the distinctive letters "MCD" or
the letters "MC" and the word "DEALER", one for franchised
dealers in new motorcars {including trucks and trailers) or
new and used motorcars (including trucks and trailers) that
bear the distinctive letter "D" or the word "DEALER", one
for dealers in used motorcars only (including used trucks
and trailers) that bear the distinctive letters "UD" or the
letter "U" and the word "DEALER", &nd one for dealers in
trailers and/or semitrailers {new or used} that bear the
distinctive letters "DTIR" or the letters “TR" and the word

"DEALER", one for dealers in recreational vehicles that bear

the distinctive letters "RV" or the letter "R" and the word

"DEALER", and one for special license plates. All markings

for the aforementioned various kinds of dealers' plates must
be placed on the number plates assigned thereto in the
position that the department designates.

(2} All number plates for motor vehicles must be issued
for a minimum period of 4 years, bear a distinctive marking,
and be furnished by the state. In years when number plates
are not issued, the department shall provide nonremovable
stickers bearing appropriate registration numbers that must
be affixed to the license plates in use.

{3) Subject to the provisions of this section, the
department shall create a new design for number plates as

provided in this section, and it shall manufacture the newly

~-16-
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designed number plates for issuance after January 1, 1991,
to replace, at renewal as required in 61-3-312 and 61-3-314,
number plates that were displayed on motor vehicles before
that date.

{4) In the case of motorcars and trucks, plates must be
of metal 6 inches wide and 12 inches in length. The outline
of the state of Montana must be used as a distinctive border
on such license plates, and the word "Montana" and the year
must be placed across the plates. Such registration plates
must be treated with a reflectorized background material
according to specifications prescribed by the department.

(5) The distinctive registration numbers must begin
with a number one or with a letter-number combination, such
as "A 1" or "AA 1", or any other similar combination of
letters and numbers. The distinctive registration number or
letter—number combination assigned to the wvehicle wmust
appear on the plate preceded by the number of the county and
appearing in horizontal order on the same horizontal
baseline. The county number must be separated from the
distinctive registration number by a separation mark unless
a letter-number combination is used. The dimensions of such
numerals and letters must be determined by the department,
and all county and registration numbers must be of equal
height.

(6) For the use o©of tax-exempt motor vwehicles, in
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addition to the markings herein provided in_ this section,

number plates  must have-—theresn bear the Eollowing
distinctive markings:

{a) For vehicles owned by the state, the department may
designate the prefix number for the various state
departments. All numbered plates issued to state departments
must bear the words "State Owned", and no year number may be
indicated therecn because these numbered plates are of a
permanent nature and will be replaced by the department only
when the physical condition eof numbered plates requires it.

(b)) For wvehicles that are owned by the counties,
municipalities, irrigation districts organized wunder the
laws of Montana and not operating for profit, and school
districts and that are used and operated by officials and
employees thereof in line of duty and for vehicles on loan
frem the United States government or the state of Montana
to, or owned by, the civil air patrol and used and coperated
by officials and employees thereof in the 1line of duty,
there must be placed on the number plates assigned thereto,
in a position that the department may designate, the letter
"X" or the word "EXEMPT", Distinctive registration numbers
for plates assigned teo motor vehicles of each of the
counties in the state and those of the municipalities and
school districts situated within each of the counties and

those of the irrigation districts that obtain plates within

-18_



11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21

22
23

24

25

LC 1117/01

each county must begin with number one and be numbered

consecutively. Because these number plates are of a

permanent nature, they are subject to replacement by the

department only when the physical condition of the number

plates requires it and a year number may not be displayed on

the number plates.

{7) On all number plates assigned to motor vehicles of
the truck and trailer type, other than tax-exempt trucks and
tax-exempt trailers, there must appear the letter "T! or the
word "TRUCK" on plates assigned to trucks and the letters
"TR" or the word "TRAILER" on plates assigned to trailers
and housetrailers. The letters "MC" or the word "CYCLE" must
appear on plates assigned to vehicles of the motorcycle or
quadricycle type,

(8) Number plates issued to a passenger car, truck,
trailer, or vehicle of the motorcycle or quadricycle type
may be transferred conly to a replacement passenger car,
truck, trailer, or motorcycle- or guadricycle-type vehicle.
No registration or 1license fee may be assessed upon a
transfer of a number plate under 61-3-317 and 61-3-335.

(9) For the purpose of this chapter, the several
counties of the state are assigned numbers as follows:
Silver Bow, 1; Cascade, 2; Yellowstcone, 3; Missoula, 4;
Lewis and Clark, 5:; Gallatin, 6; Flathead, 7; Fergus, B8;

Powder River, 9; Carbon, 10; Phillips, 11; Hill, 12;
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Ravalli, 13; Custer, 14; Lake, 15; Dawson, 16; Roosevelt,
17; Beaverhead, 18; Chouteau, 19; valley, 20; Toole, 21; Big
Horn, 22; Musselshell, 23; Blaine, 24; Madison, 29; Pondera,
26; Richland, 27; Powell, 28; Rosebud, 29; Deer Lodge, 30;
Teton, 31; Stillwater, 32; Treasure, 33; Sheridan, 34;
Sanders, 35; Judith Basin, 36; Daniels, 37; Glacier, 38;
Fallon, 39; Sweet Grass, 40; McCone, 41; Carter, 42;
Broadwater, 43; Wheatland, 44; Prairie, 45; Granite, 46;
Meagher, 47; Liberty, 48; Park, 49; Garfield, 50; Jefferson,
51; Wibaux, 52; Golden Valley, 53; Mineral, 54; Petroleum,
55; Lincoln, 56. Any new counties must be assigned numbers
by the department as they may be formed, beginning with the
number 57.

{10) Each type of special license plate approved by the

legislature, except collegilate license plates authorized in

61-3-463, must be a separate series of plates, numbered _as

provided in subsection (5), except that the county number

must be vreplaced by a nonremovable design or decal

designating the group or organization to which the applicant

belongs. Unless otherwise specifically stated in _this

section, the special plates are subject to the same rules

and laws as govern the issuance of regular license plates,

must be placed or mounted on a vehicle owned by the person

who is eligible to receive them, and must be removed upon

sale or other disposition of the vehicle. The special

-20-



10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

LC 1117/01

license plates must be issued to national guard members,

former prisoners of war, handicapped persons, reservigts,

and disabled veterans, who comply with the following

provisions:

(a) An active member of the Montana national guard may

be issued a special license plate with a design or decal

displaying the letters "NG". The adjutant general shall

issue to each active member of the Montana naticnal guard a

certificate authorizing the divisjon to issue one set of

national guard plates, and the member shall surrender the

plates to the division upon becoming ineligible to use them.

{b) An active member of the reserve armed forces of the

United States of America who is a resident of this state may

be issued a special license plate with a design or decal

displaying the following: United States army reserve, AR

{symbol); United States naval reserve, NR (anchor); United

States air force reserve, AFR (symbol); United States marine

corps reserve, MCR (globe and anchor). The commanding

officer of each armed forces reserve unit shall issue to

each eligible member of the reserve unit a certificate

authorizing the issuance of one set of plates. The member

shall surrender the plates to the division upon becoming

ineligible to use them.

(c) A resident of Montana who is a veteran of the armed

forces of the United States and who is 100% disabled because
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of an__injury that has been determined by the veterans'

administration to be service-connected may., upon

presentation te the division of proocf of the 100%

disability, be issued a special license plate under this

section with a design or decal displaying the letters "DV".

(i} The fee for original or renewal registration by a

100% disabled veteran for a passenger vehicle or a truck

with a GVW-rated capacity of 1 ton or less is $% and is in

lieu of all other fees and taxes for that vehicle under this

chaptez.

{ii) Special license plates issued to 2 disabled veteran

are not transferrable to another person.

{iii) A disabled veteran is not entitled to a special

license plate for more than one vehicle.

{(iv} A vwvehicle lawfully displaying a disabled veteran's

plate and that is conveying a 100% disabled veteran is

entitled to the parking privileges allowed a handicapped

person's vehicle under this title,

{d} BA Montana resident who is a veteran of the armed

forces of the United States and was captured and held

prisoner by a military force of a foreign nation, documented

by his service record, may upon application and presentaticn

of proof be issued a special license plate with a design or

decal displaying the words "ex-prisoner of war" or an

abbreviation as the department considers appropriate.
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(e) A Montana resident who is eligible to receive a

special parking permit under 49-4-301 may, upon written

application on a form prescribed by the department, be

issued a special license plate with a design or decal

bearing a representation of a wheelchair as the symbol of

the handicapped person. (Terminates July 1, 1996--sec. 4,
Ch. 654, L. 1989.)

61-3-332. (Effective July 1, 1996) Number plates. (1)
Bvery A motor vehicle that is driven upon the streets or
highways of Montana must display both front and rear number
plates, bearing the distinctive number assigned the vehicle,
The number plates are in eight 10 series: one series for
owners of motorcars, one for owners of motor vehicles of the
motorcycle or gquadricycle type, one for trailers, one for
trucks, one for dealers in vehicles of the motorcycle or
quadricycle type that bear the distinctive letters "MCD" or
the letters "MC" and the word "DEALER", one for franchised
dealers in new motorcars (including trucks and trailers) or
new and used motorcars (including trucks and trailers) that
bear the distinctive letter "D" or the word "DEALER", one
for dealers in used motorcars only (including used trucks
and trailers) that bear the distinctive letters "UD" or the
letter "U" and the word "DEALER", and one for dealers in
trailers and/or semitrailers (new or used} that bear the

distinctive letters "DTR" or the letters "TR" and the word
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"DEALER", one for dealers in recreational vehicles that bear

the distinctive letters "RV" or the letter "R" and the word

"DEALER", and one for special license plates. All markings

for the aferementiemed various kinds of dealers' plates must
be placed on the number plates assigned thereto in the
position that the department designates.

(2) All number plates for motor vehicles must be issued
for a minimum period of 4 years, bear a distinctive marking,
and be furnished by the state. In years when number plates
are not issued, the department shall provide nonremovable
stickers bearing appropriate registration numbers that must
be affixed to the license plates in use.

{3) Subject to the provisions of this section, the
department shall create a new design for number plates as
provided in this section, and it shall manufacture the newly
designed number plates for issuance after Janwary 1, 1991,
to replace, at renewal as required in 61-3-312 and 61-3-314,
number plates that were displayed on motor vehicles before
that date.

(4) In the case of motorcars and trucks, number plates
must be of metal 6 inches wide and 12 inches in length. For
number plates issued after 1676, the cutline of the state of
Montana must be used as a distinctive border on such license
plates, and the word "Montana" and the year must be placed

across the bottom of the plates. Such registration plates
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must be treated with a reflectorized background material
according to specifications prescribed by the department.

{(5) The distinctive registration numbers must begin
with a number one or with a letter-number combination, such
as "A 1" or "AA 1", or any other similar combination of
letters and numbers and be numbered consecutively £for each
series of plates. The distinctive registration number or
letter-number combination assigned to the vehicle must
appear on the plate preceded by the number of the county and
appearing in horizontal order on the same horizontal
baseline. The county number must be separated from the
distinctive registration number by a separation mark unless
a letter-number combination iz used. The dimensions of such
numerals and letters must be determined by the department,
and all county and registration numbers must be of egqual
height.

{6) For the use of tax-exempt motor vehicles, in
addition to the markings herein provided, number plates must
have thereon the following distinctive markings:

{a) For vehicles owned by the state, the department may
designate the prefix number for the variocus state
departments., All numbered plates ilssued to state departments
must bear the words "State Owned", and no year number may be
indicated thereon because these numbered plates are of a

permanent nature and will be replaced by the department only
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when the physical condition of numbered plates requires it.
{(b) For wvehicles that are owned by the counties,
municipalities, irrigation districts organized under the
laws of Montana and not operating for profit, and school
districts and that are used and operated by officials and
employees thereof in line of duty and for vehicles on loan
from the United States government or the state of Montana
to, or owned by, the civil air patrol and used and operated
by officials and employees thereof in the 1line of duty,
there must be placed on the number plates assigned thereto,
in a position that the department may designate, the letter
"X" or the word "EXEMPT". Distinctive registration numbers
for plates assigned teo motor vehicles of each of the
counties in the state and those of the municipalities and
school districts situated within each of the counties and
those of the irrigation districts that obtain plates within
each county must begin with number one and be numbered

consecutively. Because these number lates are of a
Y P

permanent nature, they are subject to replacement by the

department only when the physical condition cof the number

plates requires it and a year number may not be displayed on

the number plates.

{(7) On all number plates assigned to motor vehicles of
the truck and trailer type, other than tax-exempt trucks and

tax-exempt trailers, there must appear the letter "T" or the
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word "TRUCK" on plates assigned to trucks and the letters
"TR" or the word "TRAILER” on plates assigned to trailers
and housetrailers. The letters "MC" or the word "CYCLE" must
appear on plates assigned to vehicles of the motorcycle or
quadricycle type.

(8} Number plates issued to a passenger car., truck,
trailer, or vehicle of the motorecycle or quadricycle type
may be transferred only te a replacement passenger car,
truck, trailer, or motorcycle- or quadricycle-type vehicle.
No registration or 1license fee may be assessed upon a
transfer of a number plate under 6§1-3-317 and 61-3-335.

{9} For the purpose of this chapter, the several
counties of the state are assigned numbers as follows:
Silver Bow, 1l; Cascade, 2; Yellowstone, 3; ‘Missoula, 4:;
Lewis and Clark, 5; Gallatin, 6; Flathead, 7;: Fergus, 8;
Powder River, 9; Carbon, 10; Phillips, 11; Hill, 12;
Ravalli, 13; Custer, 14; Lake, 15; Dawson, 16&; Roosevelt,
17; Beaverhead, 18; Chouteau, 19; Valley, 20; Toole, 21; Big
Horn, 22: Musselshell, 23; Blaine, 24; Madison, 25: Pondera,
26; Richland, 27; Powell, 28; Rosebud, 29: Deer Lodge, 30;
Teton, 31; Stillwater, 32; Treasure, 33; Sheridan, 34;
Sanders, 35; Judith Basin, 36; Daniels, 37; Glacier, 38:
Fallon, 39; Sweet Grass, 40; McCone, 4l1; Carter, 42;:
Broadwater, 43; Wheatland, 44; Prairie, 45; CGranite, 46;

Meagher, 47; Liberty, 48; Park, 49; Garfield, 50; Jefferson,
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51; Wibaux, 52; Golden Valley, 53; Mineral, 54; Petroleun,
55; Lincoln, 56. Any new counties must be assigned numbers
by the department as they may be formed, beginning with the
number 57.

{10) Each type of special license plate approved by the

legislature, except collegiate license plates authorized in

61-3-463, must be a separate series of plates, numbered as

provided in subsection (5}, except that the county number

must be replaced by a nonremovable design or decal

designating the group or organization to which the applicant

belongs. Unless otherwise specifically stated in this

section, the special plates are subject to the same rules

and laws as govern the issuance of regqular license plates,

must be placed or mounted on a vehicle owned by the person

who is eligible to receive them, and must be removed upon

sale or other disposition of the vehicle. The special

license plates must be issued to national guard members,

former prisoners of war, handicapped persons, reservists,

and disabled veterans, who comply with the following

provisions:

(&) An active member of the Montana national guard may

be issued a special license plate with a design or decal

displaying the letters "NG". The adjutant general shall

issue to each active member of the Montana national guard a

certificate authorizing the division to issue one set of
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naticnal guard plates, and the member shall surrender the

plates to the division upon becoming ineligible tfo use them.

{b} An active member of the reserve armed forces of the

United States of America who is a resident of this state may

be issued a special license plate with a design or decal

displaying the following: United States army reserve, AR

{symbol}); United States naval reserve, NR (anchor); United

States air force reserve, AFR (symbol); United States marine

corps reserve, MCR (globe and anchor). The commanding

officer of each armed forces reserve unit shall issue to

each eljgibie member of the reserve unit a certificate

authorizing the issuance of one set of plates, The member

shall surrender the plates to the division upon becoming

ineligible to use them.

{c) A resident of Montana who is a veteran of the armed

forces of the United States and who is 100% disabled because

of an_ injury that has been determined by the veterans'

administration ta be service-connected may , upon

presentation to the division of proof of the 100%

disability, be issued a special 1license plate under this

section with a design or decal displaying the letters "DV",.

{i) The fee for original or renewal registration by a

100% disabled veteran for a passenger vehicle or a truck

with a GVW-rated capacity of 1 ton or less is $5 and is in

lieu of all other fees and taxes for that vehicle under this
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chapter.,

{ii) special license plates issued to_a disabled veteran

are not transferrable to another person.

{iii}) A disabled veteran_is not entitled to_ a special

license plate for more than one vehicle,

{iv} A wvenicle lawfully displaying a disabled veteran's

plate and that is conveying a 100% disabled veteran is

entitled to the parking privileges allowed a handicapped

person's vehicle under this title.

(d) A Montana resident who is a veteran of the armed

forces of the United States and was captured and held

prisoner by a military force of a foreign nation, documented

by his service record, may upon application and presentation

of proof be issued a special license plate with a design or

decal displaying the words "ex-prisoner of war" or an

abbreviation as the department considers appropriate.

(e) A Montana resident who is eligible to receive a

special parking permit under 49-4-301 may, upon written

application on a form prescribed by the department, bhe

issued a special license plate with a design or decal

bearing a representation of a wheelchair as_ the symbol of

the handicapped person,”

Section 9. section 61-3-333, MCA, is amended to read:
"61-3-333. Replacing number plates. In the event of

loss, mutilation, or destruction of number plates, and/for
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validation devices, the owner of the registered motor
vehicle may obtain from the department duplicates thereof or

replacements of the number plates upon filing sworn

declaration showing swem that fact and payment of a fee of
$2. In the event of 1loss, mutilation, or destruction of
pioneer plates, duplicates may be obtained in the same
manner upon payment of a fee of $5."

Section 10. Section 61-3-465, MCA, is amended to read:

"61-3-465. Issuance —- application -- additional fee --
disposition. (1) The department shall issue or renew
collegiate license plates upon receipt of an application
that shows:

(a) compliance with 61-3-3037-6%¥-3-364, 61-3-311, and
61-3-312; and

(b) payment to the county treasurer of:

(1) an initial application and manufacturing fee of
$2.50, when reguired; and

{ii) an annual scholarship donation of $20 for the
benefit of the institution named in the application.

(2) O©Once each month the county treasurer shall transfer
to the state treasurer the total of the amounts collected
for:

(a) the initial application and manufacturing fee for
deposit in the Montana state prison industries account in

the proprietary fund for appropriation by the legislature to
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pay the cost of manufacturing collegiate license pliates; and

(b) scholarship donations provided feor in subsection
(1}(b){ii}), along with a schedule showing the number of
collegiate license plates issued and the total donations
received for the benefit of each institution.

{3) Once each month the state treasurer shall
distribute to the student academic scholarship fund or
foundation of each ilnstitution an amount egual to the total
donations credited to that institution and transferred to
the state treasurer by the county treasurers during the
preceding month."”

Section 11. section 61-3-510, MCA, is amended to read:

"61-3-510. Weed contrecl fee. (1) A special weed control
fee of $1.50 must be assessed on the annual registration or
reregistration of each motor vehicle subject to
registration. The fee must be collected by the county
treasurer.

(2) For purposes of this section, motor vehicle
includes:

(a) mnotor vehicle as defined in 61-1-102;

{b} motorcycle as defined in 61-1-105;

{c) motor-driven cycle as defined in 61-1-106; and

{d) quadricycle as defined in 61-1-133.

{3} The following vehicles are exempt from the fee:

{a) wvehicles owned or controlled by the United States
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or a state, county, or city;

(b} vehicles exempt from payment of registration fees
by 61-3-321¢%#3(8): and

(c} vehicles or equipment which is not self-propelled
or which reguires towing when moved upon & highway of this
state.”

Section 12. Ssection 61-3-601, MCA, is amended to read:

“§1-3-601. Penalty £for violations. Except as otherwise
provided, a vicolation of any of the provisions of tnis
chapter is a misdemeanor and is punishable by a fine not

exceeding $25 $500. Nothing eontained-herein in this section

prevents the prosecution of a person for an cf fense
comnitted under any other law."

Section 13. Section 61-3-604, MCA, is amended to read:

“61-3-604, Penalty Ffor altering identification number.
{1) A person who willfully removes or falsifies an
identification number of a motor vehicle or motor vehicle
engine is gqguilty of a misdemeancr.

{2) Any person or persons, firm, or corporation which
that sells or offers for sale in this state a vehicle the
original vehicle identification number of which has been
destroyed, removed, altered, covered, or defacedy-with-the
exeception-cf-eilectricatiy-propetied-vehictesy is guilty of a
misdemeanor and upon conviction thereof shall be punished by

a fine of not less than $200 or more than $500 and by
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imprisonment in the county jail for a term of not less than
30 days or more than 180 days. Upon a second or subsequent
conviction under this subsection, the punishment shall be
impriscnment in the state prison for a term of not less than
1 vear or more than 5 years or a fine in an amount not to
exceed $50,000, or both such fine and imprisonment.”

Section 14, section 61-4-101, MCA, is amended to read:

"§1-4-101, Application for dealer's license. (1) Every
person, firm, corporation, or association which, for
commission or profit, engages in the business of buying,
selling, exchanging, offering, taking for consignment,
soliciting, advertising the sale of, or acting as a broker
of new motor vehicles, recreational vehicles, used motor
vehicles, trailers (except trailers having an wunlcaded
weight ©f 1less than 500 pounds), semitrailers, or special
mobile equipment as defined in 61-1-104 shall file, by mail
or otherwise, in the office of the department a verified
application for licensure as a dealer, on a blank to be
furnished by the department for thét purpose and containing
the information required. The application and all of the
information contained in it must be verified by the Mentana
highway--patrot department. Each application must be
accompanied by the license fee specified in 61-4-102. A
dealer's license must be renewed and paid for annually, and

an application for relicensure must be filed not later than
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January 1 of each year. If an application for renewal of a
license has been received by the department prior to the
expiration of the license, the dealer may operate his
business and display dealer plates under the expired license
between January 1 and February 15 following expiration.

{2) To gualify for licensure and the issuance and use
of "D", "UD", "RV", "DTR", or "MCD" plates as hereinafter
provided, the applicant must furnish the following
information and qualify under the fcllowing provisions:

{(a) To qualify as a new motor vehicle dealer and for
the use of "D" plates, the applicant must:

(i) state the name under which the business is to be
conducted and the location of the premises (street address,
city, county, and state) where records are kept, sales are
made, and stock of motor vehicles is displayed;

(ii) state the name and address of all owners or perscns
havindg an interest in the business, provided that in the
case of a corporation, the names and addresses of the
president and secretary are sufficient;

{iii) state the name and make of all motor wvehicles
handled and the name and address of the manufacturer,
importer, or distributor with whom the applicant has a
written new motor vehicle franchise or sales agreement;

{iv) execute a certificate to the effect that the

applicant has a permanent building for the display and sale
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of new motor vehicles at the location of the premises where
sales are conducted;

(v) execute a certificate to the eEfect that the
applicant has a bona fide service department for the repair,
service, and maintenance of motor vehicles; and

(vi) execute a certificate to the effect that the
applicant is a bona fide dealer in new motor vehicles and
that he is recognized by a manufacturer, importer, or
distributor as a dealer in new motor vehicles.

{b}) To qualify as a used motor vehicle dealer and for
the use of "UD" plates or, as a recreational vehicle dealer

and for the use of "RV" plates, as a trailer, semitrailer,

or special mobile equipment dealer and for the use of "DTR"
plates, or as a motorcycle or guadricycle dealer and for the
use of "MCD" plates, the applicant musat shall, in addition
to the matters set forth in subsections (i) and (ii) of
subsection (2)(a) abave, provide:

(i) a statement that the applicant has a building or
lot and a sign readable at a2 minimum distance of 150 feet
indicating the firm name as the principal place of business
and that vehicles are cffered for sale; and

{ii) a certificate to the effect that the applicant is a
bona fide dealer in used motor vehicles, recreational
vehicles, trailers, semitrailers, special mobile eguipment,

motorcycles, or quadricycles, An applicant for a
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recreaticnal vehicle dealer license must shall also indicate
on the same certificate that he is recognized by a
manufacturer, importer, or distributor as a dealer in
recreational vehicles.

(c) To gqualify for a used moror vehicle dealer's
license, a person muat shall submit an annual application
for that license and comply with the provisions of
61-4-102(5) in addition to fulfilling the requirements of
subsection (2){b}.

(d) The provisions of subsection {2)(c} do not apply to
an applicant who 1is 1licensed as a motor vehicle wrecking
facility under the provisiens of Title 75, chapter 10, part
S.

{3) (a) The applicant for a dealer's license shall also
file with his application a good and sufficient bond in the
sum of $5,000, and the bond must be conditioned that the
applicant shall conduct his business in accordance with the
requirements of the law. All bonds must run to the state of
Montana, must be approved by the department and filed in its
office, and must be renewed annually.

{(b) A person who suffers loss or damage due to the
unlawful conduct of a dealer licensed under this section
shall obtain a judgment from a c¢ourt of competent
jurisdiction prior to collecting the Jjudgment from the

department. The department is responsible for payment under
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this section, in an amount not to exceed the maximum bond
amount, only 1if the judgment on which the payment is based
determines a specific loss or damage amount and concludes
that the dealer's unlawful operation caused the loss or
damage,"

Section 15. Section 61-6-302, MCA, is amended to read:

"61-6-302. Proof of compliance. +iy-Bxcept-as—-—previded
in-sgbsection-{2y7-before-any-appiticant-regquired-te-registcer
nis--meter—-vehicle-may-do-sor-the-applticant-must-cererfy-to
the--county-—treasurer——that-—-ha--possesses-—-an--—avtomobiie
ttability-insuranee-poticyr-a-certificate-of-seif-insurances
sr--a--posted--indemnity--band-or-that-he-is-etigibie-for-an
exemption-under-§i-6-303-eovering--the—-motor--vehietes-—Fhe
certification---shati-—-be--on--a--form--prescribed--by-—-the
department;-—Phe--deparement--may--immediately-—-cance:t-——the
registration—--and---ticense--plates--of--the-—vehicte-—-upen
nerification--that--the--insurance--certiftecation--was---not
correctiy-represented--any-person-whe-intentionaity-provides
fatse-infoermation-on-an-insurance-certification-+rs-guitty-of
unswoern-£fatatficatton-te-apthortetes;—poenishabie-—as-provided
tn-45-7-263<

t24--An--—applicant--fer--regiatratien-of-a-metor-vehicie
who-wishes-to-register-the-—-vehicite--pby--mati——-muse--sign—-a
statement--on-—~che-application-stating-that-the-appticant-is

tn-compliance-with-the-finanetal-tiabiticy--requiremente——of
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6-6-38%<
t33(1) An owner of a motor vehicle who ceases to

maintain the insurance or bond reguired under 61-6-301 or

whose certificate of self-insurance is canceled or whose
vehicle ceases to be exempt under 61-6-~303 shall immediately
surrender the registration and license plates £for the
vehicle to the county treasurer for delivery to the
department and may not operate or permit operation of the
vehicle in Montana until insurance has again been furnished
as regquired and the vehicle 1is again registered and
licensed,

t4}(2) Every A person shall carry in a motor vehicle
being operated by him an insurance card approved by the
department but issued by the insurance carrier to the motor
vehicle owner as proof of compliance with 6§1-6-301. A motor
vehicle operator shall exhibit the insurance card upon
demand of a justice of the peace, a city or municipal judge,
a peace officer, a highway patrol officer, or a field deputy
or inspector of the department. However;-ne A person charged
with wvieclating this subsection may not be convicted if he
produces in court or the office of the arresting officer

proof of insurance valid at the time of his arrest.”
NEW SECTION. Section 16. Repealer. Sections 10-1-110,

61-3-304, 61-3-444, b61-3-445, 61-3-447, 61-3-451, and

61-3-505, MCA, are repealed.
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NEW SeEcTION. Section 17. Instructions to code

commissioner. To conform with the provisions of [this actl,
the code commissioner shall make the following revisions:

(1) in 49-4-302{2) and {3), change 6£1-3-451 to
61-3-332(10){c):

(2) in 43-4-304(1), change 61-3-445 to 61=-3-332(10)(e});

(3) in 61-3-313(3), change 61~3-451 to 61-3-332(10){c);

(4) in 61-3-446, change:

(a) 61-3-444 to 61-3-332(10}(d);

{b) 61-3-445 to 61-3-332(10)(e);

(Cc) 61-3-447 to 61-3-332(10)(b); and

(d) 61-3-451 to 61-3-332(10)(c);

(5) in 61-3-452, 61-3-453, 61-3-454, 61-3-455, and
61-3-504(2), change 63-3-451 to 61-3-332(10){c);

(6) in 61-3-507, delete "and 61-3-505" at the end of
subsection (1) in the temporary version and at the end of
the permanent version.

-End~
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STATE OF MONTANA - FISCAL NOTE
Form BD-15
In compliance with a written request, there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note for SBO191, as incroduced.

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED ILEGISLATION:

The proposed legislation would generally revise motor vehicle regisctration and titling laws; delete the requirement for
certification of liability insurance on the registration receipt; provide for the issuance of special-purpose license plates
by creating a generic plate with a design or decal indicating the special purpose; creating a new class of dealer plate for
recreational vehicle dealers; allowing for replacement plates instead of issuing duplicate plates; and other related
provisions.

ASSUMPTIONS :

1. There will be 6,000 summons written and collected each year of the 1993 biennium by Justice of the Peace courts in
commection with motor vehicle vioclations under Title 61, Chapter 3, MCA. The average amount collected under current law
is $25 per summons and is estimated to increase to $35 under the proposed law, in connection with the increase in the
maximum fine from $25 to $500. 1t is further assumed that the effective date for the increase will be October 1, 1991.

2. Most of the changes iIn the bill represent cleanup or consclidation of existing law; therefore, no material impact is
estimated on expenditures of the Motor Vehicle Division or other divisions of the Department of Justice.

3. Fiscal iwmpact is calculated based on an effective date of October 1, 1991, since no date is specified.

FISCAL_ TMPACT:

Revenues:
Revenue from motor vehicle wviolations (Title 61, Chapter 3, MCA):
FY 92 FY 93
Current lLaw Proposed Law Bifference Current lLaw Proposed lLaw Difference
General Fund (01) 17,250 22,425 5,175 17,250 24 150 6,900
State Special (02) 57,750 75,075 17,325 57,750 80,850 23,100
County Revenue 75,000 97.500 22,500 75,000 105 000 30,000
Total 150,000 195,000 45,000 150,000 210,000 60,000

EFFECT ON COUNTY OR_OTHER LOCAL REVENUES OR EXPENDITURES:

Counties would be expected to receive additional revenue in statewide amounts of $22.500 during ¥Fy92 and $20,000 during FY93

from additio fines, collected through Justice of the Peace courts. - CZEEE;‘_j::::)
1f“1£3£?“3y/ __/cijfiifij; sl ‘/L~//ﬂ(ff%_éﬁyzéza

ROD SUNDSTED. BUDGET DIRECTOR DATE THOMAS A. (TOM) BECKT PRIMARY SPONSOR DATE
Office of Budget and Program Planming

Fiscal Note for 5BOIY] a5 introduced 98 l,’
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APPROVED BY COMMITTEE
ON HIGHWAYS & TRANSPORTATION

SENATE BILL NO. 191
INTRODUCED BY T. BECK

BY REQUEST OF THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO GENERALLY REVISE
MOTOR VEHICLE REGISTRATION AND TITLING LAWS; DELETING THE
REQUIREMENT FOR CERTIFICATION OF LIABILITY INSURANCE ON THE
REGISTRATION RECEIPT; FROVIDING FOR THE ISSUANCE OF

SPECIAL-PURPOSE LICENSE PLATES, INCLUDING LICENSE_ PLATES

ISSUED TO SURVIVORS OF THE PEARL HARBOR ATTACK, BY CREATING

A GENERIC PLATE WITH A DESIGN OR DECAL TINDICATING THE
SPECIAL PURPOSE; CREATING A NEW CLASS OF DEALER PLATE FOR
RECREATIONAL VEHICLE DEALERS; ALLOWING FOR REPLACEMENT
PLATES INSTEAD OF ISSUING DUPLICATE LICENSE PLATES; REMOVING
THE EXCEPTION FOR ELECTRICALLY DRIVEN VEHICLES 1IN THE
VEHICLE IDENTIFICATION NUMBER STATUTE; TRANSFERRING THE DUTY
OF INSPECTING DEALERS FROM THE HIGHWAY PATROL TO THE MOTOR
VEHICLE DIVISION; PROVIDING THAT EXEMPT PLATES BE REISSUED
ONLY WHEN DAMAGED OR DESTROYED; INCREASING THE PENALTY FOR
VIOLATING VEHICLE TITLING, REGISTRATION, OR TAXATION LAWS;

REDUCING THE ALLOCATION OF GASOLINE TAX FUNDS TO A COUNTY

FOR _FATLURE TO ENFORCE THE PROOF OF COMPLIANCE PROVISICN;

VOIDING HOUSE BILL NO. 98; AMENDING SECTIONS 15-70-101,

61-1-130, 61-3-101, 61-3-201, 61-3-205, 61-3-206, 61-3-303,

61-3-305, 61-3-332, 61-3-333, 61-3-465, 61-3-510, 61-3-601,

fc}—o}una iegislative CouncH

10
11
1z
13
14
15
16
17
18
138
20
21
22

23

25

SB 0191/02

$1-3-604, AND 61-4-101, ANB--61-6-382% MCA; AND REPEALING
SECTIONS 10-1-110, 61-3-304, 61-3-444, 61-3-445, 61-3-447,

61-3-451, AND £1-3-505, MCA."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
Section 1. section 61-1-130, MCA, is amended to read:
*61-1-130. Motor home. "Motor home" as used in 61-3-521

and 61-3-522 means a seif-propetted motor vehicle originaily

designed--eor--permanentiy--attered--to-—-provide———temporary
£mctttties-for-recreationat;y—traveir-or-camping-nae:

(1) designed to provide temporary 1living guarters,

built as an integral part of or permanently attached to a

self-propelled motor vehicle chassis or van;

{(2) containing permanently installed independent 1life

support systems that meet the ANSI/Al11%.2 standard; and

(3) providing at 1least four of the following types of

facilities:

{a) cooking, refrigeration, or icebox;

{(b) self-contained toilet;

(c) heating or air-g¢onditioning, or both;

{d) potable water supply, including a faucet and sink;

(e) separate 110-wvolt or 125-volt electrical power

supply or a iiguified petroleum gas supply, or both."

Section 2. section 51-3-101, MCA, is amended to read:

SECOND READING

-2 SB 191
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"61-3-101. Duties of department -- records. (1) The
department shall keep a record as hereinafter specified in
this section of all motor wvehicles, trailers, and
semitrailers of every kind, and of certificates of

registration and ownership thereof of those vehicles, and of

all manufacturers and dealers in motor vehicles.

{2) In the case of mator vehicles, trallers, and
semitrailers, the record sha:i must show the following:

(a) name of owner, residence by town and county, and
business address;

(b) name and address of conditional sales vendor,
mortgagee, or other lienholder and amount due under contract
or lien;

{c) manufacturer of car vehicle;

(d) manufacturer's designation of style of ear--or
vehicle;

{e) identifying number;

(£) vear of manufacture;

(g) character of motive power and shipping weight of
ear vehicle as shown by the manufacturer;

(h) the distinective 1license number assigned to the
vehicle if anys

{i} if a truck or trailer, the number of tons' capacity
or GVW if imprinted on manufacturer's identification plate;

(j) except as provided in 61-3-103, the name and
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complete address of any holder of a perfected security

interest in a vehicle; and

t3%{k} =ueh other information as that may from time to
time be found desirable.

{3) The department shall file applications for
registration received by it from the county treasurers of
the state and register the vehicles therein described in the

applications and the owners therecfé of the vehicles in

suitable books or on index cards, as follows:

{a) under the distinctive 1license number assigned to
the vehicle by the county treasurer;

{(b) alphabetically under the name of the owner;

{c) numerically under make and identifying number of
the vehicle; and

{d) such other index of registration as the department
considers expedient.

(4) Vehicle registration records and indexes and
driver's license records and indexes may be maintained by
electronic recording and storage media,

{5) In the case of dealers, the records shai® must show
the information contained in the application for dealer's
license as required by 61-4-101 through 61-4-105, as well as
the distinctive license number assigned tc the dealer.

{6) In order to prevent an accumulation of unneeded

records and files, the department shati-have--the--anthority

—-4- SB 191
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and--ie--shati--be--+ks has the authority and the duty to

destroy all records and files whieh that have ceased to be
of-any have value.

{7) The department may establish and maintain a
short-wave radio station in order to report motor vehicle
registration information to the highway patrol, to sheriffs,
and to the chiefs of police of each incorporated city of the
state who are able to communicate with such the short-wave
radio station.

{8) All records shal® must be open to inspection during
all reasonable business hours, and the department shall
furnish any information from the records upon payment by the
applicant of the cost of transcribing the information
requested.”

Section 3. section 61-3-201, MCA, is amended to read:

"1-3-201. Transfer of interest -- cancellation of
erroneocus certificate of ownership. (1) Upeon a transfer of
any interest in a motor vehicle registered under the
provisions of this chapter, the person whose interest is to
be transferred shall write his signature with per and ink
upcn the certificate of ownership issued for the vehicle in
the appropriate space provided upen-the-reverse-side-cf-the
certificate, and the signature must be acknowledged before
the county treasurer, a deputy county treasurer, Or a notary

public.
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(2) Within 20 calendar days after endorsement, the
transferee shall forward both the endorsed certificate of
ownership with the odometer mileage statement required under
61-3-206 and the certificate of registration, together with
the information required under 61-3-202, to the county
treasurer, who shall forward them to the department. The
department may not issue a certificate of ownership or
certificate of registration until the outstanding
certificates are surrendered to that office or their loss is
established to its reasonable satisfacticon. Failure to make
application within the 20-day grace perlod subjects the
transferee to a penalty of $10. The county treasurer shall
collect the penalty at the time of registration. The penalty
is in addition to the fees otherwise provided by law. If the
transferee does not make application within 25 days, a
creditor or secured party may pay the fees for the transfer
of title and filing of security interest or lien in order to
have title transferred to the transferee and have the
security interest or lien filed. The creditor or secured
party is not liable for the penalty, registration feea, or
taxes. The department shall return the certificate of title
to the county treasurer as provided in 61-3-103(1). When the
certificate of ownership 1is returned by the department to
the county treasurer, the treasurer shall hold the

certificate of ownership until the vehicle is properly
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registered.

t(3) In the event of a transfer by operation cof law of
any interest in a motor vehicle as upon inheritance, devise,
or bequest, order in bankryptcy or insolvency, execution
sale, repossession upen default in the performance of the
terms of a lease or executory sales contract, or otherwise
than by voluntary act of the person whose title or interest
is transferred, the executor, administrator, receiver,
trustee, sheriff, or other representative or successeor in
interest of the person whose interest is transferred shall
forward to the department an application for a certificate

of ownership in the form required by the department fer-en

originai-—appiteation--for--a--cerrificate---of---ownership,
together with a verified or certified statement of the
transfer of interest. The statement must set forth the
reason for the involuntéry transfer, the interest
transferred, the name of the person to whom the interest is
to be transferred, the process of procedure effecting the
transfer, and other informaticon requested by the department.
Evidence and instruments otherwise required by law to effect
a transfer of legal or eguitable title to or an interest in
chattels as may be required in such cases must be furnished
with the statement., If the department is satisfied that the
transfer is reqular and that all formalities required by law

have been complied with, it shall sgend to the owner,
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conditional sales vendor, lessor, mortgagee, and other
lienor, as shown by its records, notice of the intended
transfer and, not less than 5 days after sending notice,
shall issue a new certificate of ownership and certificate
of registration to the transferee. The notice required by
this section is complied with by deposit in the post office
in Deer Lodge, Montana, of the notice, postage prepaid,
addressed to the person at the respective address shown on
its records.

(4) When the vehicle certificate of ownership that is
involuntarily transferred is not registered in this state,
the procedure in subsection (3) must be followed in applying
for a new certificate of ownership and certificate of

registration but; however, in lieu of the statement required

in subsection {(3)., the department may accept an affidavit of

repossession on _the form provided by the state in which a

lien has been perfected and the department need not send

notice of intended transfer and shall issue a new
certificate of ownership and a new certificate of
registration to the person entitled to hem the
cerctificates. 7

{5} {(a) If the owner of one or more motor vehicles,
trailers, semitrailers, or housetrailers registered under
this chapter and not exceeding a combined value of $15,000

dies without leaving other property necessitating the
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procuring of letters of administration or letters
testamentary, the surviving spouse or other heir unless the
property is by will otherwise bequeathed may secure transfer
of the decedent's certificate of ownership and the
certificate of registration for the vehicle.

(b} The person seeking transfer of the certificate af
ownership shall file an affidavit with the department
setting forth the fact of survivorship and the name and
address of any other heirs and other facts as are necessary
under subsection (5){a) teo entitle the affiant to a
transfer.

{c} The dJdepartment is authorized to transfer the
certificate of ownership and certificate of registration,
subject to all security interests shown by its records, upon
receipt of an affidavit showing that the affiant is entitled
te a transfer under the provisions of subsection ({5)(a) of
this section.

(6) Nothing in subsection (5) prevents any a secured
party from assigning his interest in a motor wvehicle
registered under the provisions of this chapter to any other
person without the consent of and without affecting the
interest of the holder of the certificate of ownership and
certificate of registration, Upon any assignment by a
secured party of his security interest in any motor vehicle

registered under this chapter, a copy of the assignment musc
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be filed with the department and a record of the assignment
made upon its records.

{7) The certificate of ownership is valid until
canceled by the department upon a transfer of any interest
shown in the certificate, and annual renewal is not needed.

{(8) (a) Upon its determination that a certificate of
ownership contains an error caused by the department, the
department may cancel the certificate of ownership and issue
a replacement for the errcnecus certificate if the owner has
returned the certificate to be canceled.

(b} Any person who fails to return a certificate of
ownership issued with an error caused by the department
after receiving actual notice of the department's demand for
the return of the certificate as required by subsection
{B)(a) is guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction may be
fined an amount not to exceed $500."

Section 4. section 61-3-205, MCA, is amended to read:

*61-3-205. Transfer of ownership of wvehicles 'by
insurance company. (1) When an insurance company ©Of its
adjuster has taken possession of a motor vehicle as a result
of settling an insurance claim and transfers ownership of
the moter vehicle, it shall deliver to the transferee at the
time of transfer a certificate of ownership signed and

acknowledged by the registered owner or owners before the

county treasurer, a deputy county <treasurer, o©r a notary
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public.

(2) If the certificate of ownership names one or more
holders of a perfected security interest in the motor
vehicle, the insurance company or its adjuster shall also
secure and deliver to the transferee a release Ffrom the
secured party of the security interest.”

Section 5. section 61-3-206, MCA, is amended to read:

"61-3-206. Odometer disclosure requirements on transfer
of vehicle -- dealer to preserve record. (1) Except as
provided in subsection (3), before executing any transfer of
ownership document relating toc a motor vehicle, each seller
of a motor vehicle shall record on the certificate of
ownership the odometer reading at the time of transfer or,
if the certificate of ownership does not provide for the
recording of the odometer reading, furnish to the purchaser
4 written statement signed by each the seller, who shall

also print his name on the written statement, containing the

fellowing information:

{a) the odometer reading at the time of transfer;

(b) the date of transfer:

(€) the seller's name and current address;

{d) the purchaser's name and current address:

(e) the vehicle year, make, model, body style, and
identification number;

(£} one of the following statements or certification:
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{i} a certification by the seller that, to the best of
his knowledge, the odometer reading reflects the actual
miles or kilometers the vehicle has been driven;

(ii) if the seller knows that the odometer reading
reflects the amount of mileage in excess of the designed
mechanical odometer limit of 99,999 miles or kilometers, he
shall include a statement to that effect; or

{i1ii) if the seller knows that the odometer reading
differs from the number of miles or kilometers the vehicle
has actually traveled and that the difference is greater
than that caused by odometer calibration error, he shall
include a statement that the odometer reading is not the
actual mileage and should not be relied upon.

(2) The purchaser shall acknowledge receipt of the

disclosure statement by signing it and printing his name on

the disclosure statement.

(3) The seller of the following types of motor vehicles
need not disclose the odometer reading of the vehicle as
required in subsection (1}):

(a) a motor vehicle that is 10 years old or older;

(b} a vehicle that is not self-propelled;

{c) a new motor vehicle transferred between dealers
prior to its first retail sale, unless such wvehicle has been
used as a demonstrator;

{d) a vehicle having a gross weight rating of more than
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16,000 pounds; or

{e) a wvehicle sold directly by the manufacturer to an
agency of the United States,

{(4) A dealer licensed under 61-4-101 shall create a
record of the information required in subsection (1) and
shall maintain and preserve that record for at least 5 years
after the date of sale of the motor vehicle to which the
information pertains.”

Section 6. sSection 61-3-303, MCA, is amended to read:

"61-3-303. Application for registration. (1) Every
owner of a motor vehicle operated or driven upen the public
highways of this state shall for each motor vehicle owned,
except as herein otherwise expressly provided, file or cause
to be filed in the office of the county treasurer where the
owner makes his permanent residence at the time of making
the application or, if the vehicle is owned by a corporation
or used primarily for commercial purposes, in the taxing
jurisdiction of the county where the vehicle is permanently
assigned, an application for registration or reregistration
upcn a blank form to be prepared and furnished by the
department. The application shall contain:

{a) name and address of owner, giving county, school
district, and town or city within whose corporate limits the
motor wvehicle is taxable, 1f taxable, or within whose

corporate limits the owner's residence is located if the
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motor vehicle is not taxable;

(b) name and address of the holder of any security
interest in the motor vehicle;

(c) description of motor wvehicle, including make, year
model, engine or serial opumber, manufacturer's model or
letter, gross weight, type of body, and if truck, the rated
capacity; and

tdy--itn--case--of-reregiserationy-the-ticense-number-£for
the-preceding-year;—and

te¥(d) suekh other information as that the department
may require.

(2) A person who files an application for registration
or reregistration of a motor vehicle, exceptk of a mobile
home as defined in 15-1-101(1), shall upon the £iling of the
application pay to the county treasurer:

(a) the registration fee, as provided in 61-3-311 and
61-3-321; and

(b) unless it has been previously paid:

{1) the personal property taxes assessed against the
vehicle for the current year of registration and the
immediately previous year; or

{ii) the new motor vehicle sales tax against the wvehicle
for the current year of registration.

{3) The application may not be accepted by the county

treasurer unless the payments required by subsection (2)
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accompany the application. The department or its agent may
not assess and the county treasurer may not collect taxes or
fees for a period other than:

{(a) the current year: and

(b) the immediately previous year, if the vehicle was
not registered or operated on the highways of the state,
regardless of the period of time since the vehicle was
previously registered or operated.

(4} The department or its agent may make full and
complete investigation of the tax status of the vehicle. Any
applicant for registration or reregistration must submit
proof from the tax or other appropriate records of the
proper county at the request of the Jdepartment c¢r its

agent."

Section 7. section 61-3-305, MCA, is amended to read:

®"61-3-305. Blanks to be provided. It shaii-be is the
duty of the department to provide blank application forms
sutiining--and--providing-fer—the—-informatien-needad-in-each
ctass-ocf-registracion—reguireds and to furnish these upon
request to applicant for registration.”

Section 8. section 61-3-332, MCA, is amended to read:

“61-3-332-. (Temporary) Number platesg. (1) Every A motor
vehicle that 1is driven upon the streets or highways of
Montana must display both front and rear number plates,

bearing the distinctive number assigned the vehicle. The
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number plates are in eight 10 series: one series for owners
of motorcars, one for owners of motor vehicles of the
motorcycle or guadricycle type, cne for trailers, one for
trucks, one for dealers in vehicles of the motorcycle or
quadricycle type that bear the distinctive letters "MCD" or
the letters "MC" and the word "DEALER", one for franchised
dealers in new motorcars$ (including trucks and rrailers) or
new and used motorcars (including trucks and trailers) that
pear the distinctive letter "D" or the word T"DEALER", one
for dezlers in used mctorcars only (including used trucks
and trailers) that bear the distinctive letters "UD" or the
ietter "U" and the word “DEALER", and one for dealers in
trailers and/or semitrailers (new or used) that bear the
distinctive letters "DTR" or the letters "TR" and the word

"DEALER", one for dealers in recreational vehicles that bear

the distinctive letters "RV" or the letter "R" and the word

“DEALER", and one for special license plates. All markings

for the aforementioned various kinds of dealers' plates must
be placed on the number plates assigned thereto in the
position that the department designhates.

{(2) All number plates for motor vehicles must be issued
for a minimum period of 4 years, bear a distinctive marking,
and be furnished by the state. In years when number plates
are not issued. thé department shall provide nonremovable

stickers bearing appropriate registration numbers that must
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be affixed to the license plates in use.

(3) Subject to the provisions of this section, the
department shall create a new design for number plates as
provided in this section, and it shall manufacture the newly
designed number plates for issuance after January 1, 1991,
to replace, at renewal as reguired in 61-3-312 and 61-3-314,
number plates that were displayved on motor vehicles before
that date,.

(4) In the case of motorcars and trucks, plates must be
of metal 6 inches wide and 12 inches in length. The outline
of the state of Montana must be used as a distinctive border
on such license plates, and the word "Montana" and the year
must be placed across the plates. Such registration plates
must be treated with a reflectorized background material
according to specifications prescribed by the department.

(5) The distinctive registration numbers must begin
with a number one or with a letter-number combination, such
as "A 1" or "AA 1", or any other similar combination of
letters and numbers. The distinctive registration number or
letter-number combination assigned to the vehicle must
appear on the plate preceded by the number of the county and
appearing in horizontal order on the same horizontal
baseline. The county number must be separated from the
distinctive registration number by a separation mark wunless

a letter-number combination is used. The dimensions of such
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numerals and letters must be determined by. the department,
and all county and registration numbers must be of equal
height.

{6) For the wuse of tax-exempt motor vehicles, in

addition to the markings merein provided in this section,

number plates must have--thereon bear the following
distinctive markings:

(a) For vehicles owned by the state, the department may
designate the prefix number for the various state
departments. All numbered plates issued to state departments
must bear the words "State Owned”, and no year number may be
indicated thereon Dbecause these numbered plates are of a
permanent nature and will be replaced by the department only
when the physical condition of numbered plates reguires it.

{b) For vehicles that are owned by the counties,
municipalities, irrigation districts organized under the
laws of Montana and not operating for profit, and school
districts and that are used and operated by officials and
employees thereof in line of duty and for vehicles on loan
from the United States government or the state of Montana
to, or owned by, the civil air patrol and used and operated
by officials and employees thereof in the line of duty,
there must be placed on the number plates assigned thereto,
in a position that the department may designate, the letter

"X' or the word "EXEMPT". Distinctive registraticn numbers
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for plates assigned to motor vehicles of each of the
counties in the state and those of the municipalities and
school districts situated within each of the counties and
those of the irrigation districts that obtain plates within
each county must begin with number one and be numbered

consecutively. Because these number plates are of a

permanent nature, they are subject tgo replacement by the

department only when the physical condition of the number

plates requires it and a year number may not be displayed on

the number plates.

(7) ©On all number plates assigned to motor vehicles of
the truck and traller type, other than tax—-exempt trucks and
tax—exempt trailers, there must appear the letter "T" or the
word "TRUCK" on plates assigned to trucks and the letters
"TR" or the word "TRAILER" on plates assigned to trailers
and housetrallers. The letters "MC" or the word "CYCLE" must
appear on plates assigned to vehicles of the motorcycle or
quadricycle type.

(8) Number plates issued to a passenger car, truck,
trailer, or vehicle of the motorcycle or gquadricycle type
may be transferred only to a replacement passenger car,
truck, trailer, or motorcycle- or guadricycle~type vehicle.
No registration or license fee may be assessed upon a
transfer of a number plate under 61-3-317 and 61-3-335.

(9) For the purpose of this chapter, the several

-19- SB 191

o N

w

o ~ o

il
12
13
14
15
16
17
i8
19

20

21
22
23
24

25

SB 0191/02

counties of the state are assigned numbers as follows:
Silver Bow, 1; Cascade, 2: Yellowstone, 3; Missoula, 4;
Lewis and Clark, ©5; Gallatin, 6; Flathead, 7; Fergus, 8;
Powder River, 9; Carbom, 10; Phillips, 11; Hill, 12;
Ravalli, 13: Custer, 14; Lake, 15; Dawson, 16; Roosevelt,
17; Beaverhead, 18:; Chouteau, 19; Valley, 20; Toole, 21; Big
Horn, 22; Musselshell, 23:; Bliaine, 24; Madison, 25; Pondera.,
26; Richland, 27; Powell, 28; Rosebud, 29; Deer Lodge, 30;
Teton, 31; Stillwater, 32; Treasure, 33; Sheridan, 34;
S8anders, 35; Judith Basin, 36; Daniels, 37; Glacier, 38;
Fallon, 39; Sweet Grass, 40; McCone, 41; Carter, 42;
Broadwater, 43; Wheatland, 44; Prairie, 45; Granite, 46;
Meagher, 47; Liberty, 48; Park, 49; Garfield, 50; Jefferson,
51; Wibaux, 52; Golden Valley, 53; Mineral, 54; Petroleum,
55; Linecoln, 56. Any new counties must be assigned numbers
by the department as they may be formed, beginning with the
number 57.

(10) Each type of special license plate approved by the

legislature, except collegiate license plates authorized in

61-3-463, must be a separate series of plates, numbered as

provided in subsection (5), except that the county number

myst be replaced by a nonremovable design or decal

designating the group or organization to which the applicant

belongs. Unless otherwise specifically stated in this

section, the special plates are subject to the same rules
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and laws _4as govern the issuance of regular license plates,

must be placed or mounted on a vehicle owned by the person

who is eligible to receive them, and must be removed upon

sale or other disposition of the vehicle. The special

license plates must be issued to national guard members,

former prisoners of war, handicapped persons, reservists,

and disabled veterans, AND SURVIVORS OF THE PEARL HARBOR

ATTACK wha comply with the following provisions:

{(a) BAn active member of the Montana national quard may

be issued a special 1license plate with a design or decal

displaying the letters "NG". The adjutant general shall

issue to each active member of the Montana naticnal guard a

certificate authorizing the division to issue one set of

national guard plates, and the member shall surrender the

plates to the division upon becoming ineligible to use them.

(b) An active member of the reserve armed forces of the

United States of America who is a resident of this state may

be issued a special license plate with a design or decal

displaying the following: United States army reserve, AR

{(symbol); United States naval reserve, NR (anchor); United

States air force reserve, AFR (symbol}; United States marine

corps reserve, MCR (globe and anchor). The commanding

officer of each armed forces reserve unit shall issue to

each eligible member of the reserve unit a certificate

authorizing the issuance of one set of plates. The member
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shall surrender the plates to the division upon becoming

ineligible to use them.

{c) A resident of Montana who is a veteran of the armed

forces of the United States and who is 100% disabled because

of an dinjury that has been determined by the veterans'

administration to be service—-connected may, upon

presentation Lo the division of proof of the 100%

disability, be issued a special 1license plate under this

section with a design or decal displaying the letters "DV".

{i} The fee for original or renewal registration by a

100% disabled veteran for a passenger vehicle or a truck

with a GVW-rated capacity of 1 ton or less is $5 and is in

lieu of all other fees and taxes for that vehicle under this

chapter.

(ii) Special license plates issued to a disabled veteran

are not transferrable to ancther person.

tiii) B disabled veteran is not entitled to a speciail

license plate for more than ope vehicle.

{iv) A wvehicle lawfully dispiaying a disabled veteran's

plate and that is conveying a 100% disabled veteran is

entitled to the parking privileges allowed a handicapped

person's vehicle under this title.

{d) A Montana resident who is a veteran of the armed

forces of the United States and was captured and held

prisoner by a military force of a foreign nmation, documented
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by his service record, may upon application and presentation

of proof be issued a special license plate with a design or

decal displaying the words "ex-prisoner of war" or an

abbreviation as the department considers appropriate,

(€} UPON PAYMENT OF ALL TAXES AND FEES REQUIRED BY

PARTS 3 AND S OF THIS CHAPTER AND UPON FURNISHING PROOF

SATISFACTORY TO THE DEPARTMENT THAT THE APPLICANT MEETS THE

REQUIREMENTS OF THIS SUBSECTION (E), THE DEPARTMENT SHALL

ISSUE TO A MONTANA RESIDENT WHO IS A VETERAN OF THE ARMED

SERVICES OF THE UNITED STATES SPECIAL LICENSE PLATES, FOR

ONE MOTCR VEHICLE ONLY, DESIGNED TO INDICATE THAT THE

APPLICANT IS A SURVIVOR OF THE PEARL HARBOR ATTACK IF THE

APPLICANT WAS A MEMBER OF THE UNITED STATES ARMED FORCES ON

DECEMBER 7, 1941, WAS ON STATION ON DECEMBER 7, 1941, DURING

THE HOURS OF 7:55 A.M. TO 9:45 A.M. (HAWAII TIME) AT PEARL

HARBOR, THE ISLAND OF OAHU, OR OFFSHORE AT A DISTANCE OF NOT

MCRE THAN 3 MILES, AND RECEIVED AN HONORABLE DISCHARGE FROM

THE UNITED STATES ARMED FORCES. IF SPECIAL LICENSE PLATES

ISSUED UNDER THIS SUBSECTION ARE LOST, STOLEN, OR MUTILATED,

THE RECIPIENT OF THE PLATES IS ENTITLED TO REPLACEMENT

PLATES UPON REQUEST AND WITHOUT CHARGE.

te¥(F) A Montana resident who is eligible to receive a

special parking permit under 49-4-301 may, upon written

application on a form prescribed by the department, be

issued a special license plate with a design or decal
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bearing a representation of a wheelchair ag the symbol of

the handicapped person, (Terminates July 1, 1996--sec. 4,

Ch. 654, L. 1989,)

61-3-332. (Effective July 1}, 1996} Number plates. (1)
Bvery A motor vehjicle that is driven upon the streets or
highways of Montana must display both front and rear number
plates, bearing the distinctive number assigned the vehicle.
The number plates are in eight 10 series: one series for
owners of motorcars, cone for ownera of motor vehicles of the
metorcycle or quadricycle type, one for trailers, one for
trucks, one for dealers in vehicles of the motorcycle or
quadricycle type that bear the distinctive letters “MCD" or
the letters "MC" and the word "DEALER", one for franchised
dealers in new motorcars (including trucks and trailers) or
new and used motorcars (including trucks and trailers) that
bear the distinctive letter "D" or the word "DEALER", one
for dealers in used motorcars only {including used trucks
and trailers) that bear the distinctive letters "UD" or the
letter "U" and the word "DEALER", and one for dealers in
trailers and/or semitrailers (new or used) that bear the
distinctive letters "DTR" or the letters "TR" and the word

"DEALER", one for dealers in recreational wvehicles that bear

the distinctive letters “"RV" or the letter "R" and the word

"DEALER", and ocne for special license plates. All markings

for the aferementioned varicus kinds of dealers' plates must
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be placed on the number plates assigned thereto in the
position that the department designates.

{2} All number plates for motor vehicles must be issued
for a minimum period of 4 years, bear a distinctive marking,
and be furnished by the state. In years when number plates
are not issued, the department shall provide nonremovable
stickers bearing appropriate registration numbers that must
be affixed to the license plates in use.

(3) Subject to the provisions of this section, the
department shall create a new design for number plates as
provided in this section, and it shall manufacture the newly
designed number plates for issuance after January 1, 1991,
to replace, at renewal as regquired in 61-3-312 and 61-3-314,
number plates that were displayed on motor vehicles before
that date.

(4) In the case of motorcars and trucks, number plates
must be of metal 6 inches wide and 12 inches in length. For
number plates issued after 1376, the outline of the state of
Montana must be used as a distinctive berder on such license
plates, and the word "Montana" and the year must be placed
across the bottom of the plates. Such registration plates
must be treated with a reflectorized background material
according to specifications prescribed by the department.

{5) The distinctive registration numbers must begin

with a number one or with a letter—number combination, such
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as “"A 1" or "AA 1", or any other similar. combination of
letters and numbers and be numbered consecutively for each
series of plates. The distinctive registration number or
letter-number combination assigned to the vehicle must
appear on the plate preceded by the number of the county and
appearing in horizontal order on the same horizontal
baseline. The county number must be separated from the
distinctive registration number by a separation mark unless
a letter-number combination is used. The dimensions of such
numerals and letters must be determined by the department,
and all county and registration numbers must be of equal
height.

(6) PFor the use of tax-exempt motor vehicles, in
addition to the markings herein provided, number plates must
have thereon the following distinctive markings:

{a} For vehicles cwned by the state, the department may
designate the prefix number for the wvarious state
departments. All numbered plates issued to state departments
must bear the words "State Owned”, and no year number may be
indicated thereon because these numbered plates are of a
permanent nature and will be replaced by the department only
when the physical condition of numbered plates requires it.

(b) For wvehicles that are owned by the counties,
municipalities, irrigation districts organized under the

laws of Montana and not operating for profit, and scheool
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districts and that are used and operated by officials and
employees thereof in line of duty and for vehicles on loan
from the United States government or the state of Montana
to, or owned by, the civil air patrol and used and operated
by officials and employees thereof in the line of duty.
there must be placed on the number plates assigned thereto,
in a position that the department may designate, the letter
"X" or the word "EXEMPT". Distinctive registration numbers
for plates assigned to motor vehicles of each of the
counties in the state and those of the municipalities and
school distriets situated within each of the counties and
those of the irrigation districts that obtain plates within
each county must begin with number one and be numbered

consecutively. Because these number plates are of a

permanent nature, they are subject to replacement by the

department only when the physical condition of the number

plates reguires it and a year number may not be displayed on

the number plates.

{7} ©On all number plates assigned toc motor vehicles of
the truck and trailer type, other than tax-exempt trucks and
tax-exempt trailers, there must appear the letter "T" or the
word "TRUCK" on plates assigned to trucks and the letters
"TR" or the word "TRAILER" on plates assigned to trailers
and housetrailers., The letters "MC" or the word "CYCLE" must

appear on plates assigned to vehicles of the motorcycle or
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quadricycle type.

(8) Number plates issued to a passenger car, truck,
trailer, or vehicle of the motorcycle or quadricycle type
may be transferred only to a replacement passenger car.
truck, trailer, or motorcycle- or quadricycle-type vehicle.
No registration or license fee may be assessed upon a
transfer of a number plate under 61-3-317 and 61-3-33S.

(3) Por the purpose of this chapter, the several
counties of the state are assigned numbers as follows:
Silver Bow, 1; Cascade, 2; Yellowstone, 1; Missoula, 4;
Lewis and Clark, 5; Gallatin, 6; Flathead, 7; Fergus, B;
Powder River, 9; Carbon, 10; Phillips, 11; Hill, 12;
Ravalli, 13:; Custer, 14; Lake, 15; Dawson, 16; Roosevelt,
17; Beaverhead, 18; Chouteau, 19; Valley, 20; Toole, 21; Big
Horn, 22; Musselshell, 23; Blaine, 24; Madison, 25; Pondera,
26:; Richland, 27; Powell, 28: Rosebud, 29; Deer Lodge, 30:
Teton, 31; Stillwater, 32; Treasure, 33; Sheridan, 34:;
Sanders, 35: Judith Basin, 36; Daniels, 37; Glacier, 38;
Fallon, 39; Sweet Grass, 40; McCone, 4]; Carter, 42;
Broadwater, 43; Wheatland, 44; Prairie, 45; Granite, 46;
Meagher, 47; Liberty., 48; Park, 49; Garfield, 50; Jefferson.,
51; Wibaux, §2; Golden Valley, 53; Mineral, 34; Petroleum,
55: Lincoln, 56. Any new counties must be assigned numbers
by the department as they may be formed, beginning with the

number 57.
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{(10) Each type of special license plate approved by the

legislature, except collegiate license plates authorized in

61-3-463, must be a separate series of plates, numbered as

provided in subsection {5), except that the county number

must be replaced by a nonremovable design or decal

designating the group or organization to which the applicant

belongs. Unless otherwise specifically stated in this

section, the special plates are subject to the same rules

and laws as govern the issuance of reqular license plates,

must be placed or mounted on a vehicle owned by the person

who is eligible to receive them, and must be removed upon

sale or other disposition of the vehicle. The special

license plates must be issued to national guard members,

former prisoners of war, handicapped persons, reservists,

and disabled veterans, AND SURVIVORS QF THE PEARL HARBOR

ATTACK who comply with the following provisions:

{a) An active member of the Montana national guard may

be issued a special license plate with a design or decal

displaying the letters "NG". The adjutant general shall

issue to each active member of the Montana naticnal guard a

certificate authorizing the division to issue one set of

national gquard plates, and the member shall surrender the

plates to _the division upon becoming inejigible to use them.

{b) An active member of the reserve armed forces of the

United States of America who is a resident of this state may
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be issued a special license plate with a design or decal

displaying the following: United States army reserve, AR

(symbel); United States naval reserve, NR (anchor); United

States air force reserve, AFR (symbol}; United States marine

corps reserve, MCR (globe and anchor}. The commanding

officer of each armed forces reserve unit shall issue to

each eligible member of the reserve unit a certificate

authorizing the issuance of one set of plates. The member

shall surrender the plates to the division upon becoming

ineligible to use them.

{c) A resident of Montana who is a veteran of the armed

forces of the United States and who is 100% disabled because

of an injury that has been determined by the veterans'

administration to be service-connected may, upon

presentation to the division of proof of the i00%

disability, be issued a special license plate under this

section with a design or decal displaying the letters "DV".

{i) The fee for original or renewal registration by a

100% disabled veteran for a passenger vehicle or a truck

with & GVW-rated capacity of 1 ton or less is $5 and is in

lieu of all other fees and taxes for that vehicle under this

chapter.

{ii) Special license plates issued to a disabled wveteran

are not transferrable to ancther person.

(iii) A disabled veteran is not entitled toc a special
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license plate for more than one vehicle,

{iv) A vehicle lawfully displaying a disabled veteran’s

plate and that is conveying a 100% disabled veteran is

entitled to the parking privileges allowed a handicapped

perscon's vehicle under this title.

(d) A Montana resident who is a veteran of the armed

forces of the United States and was captured and held

prisoner by a military force of a foreign nation, documeated

by his service record, may upon application and presentation

of proof be issued a special license plate with a design or

decal displaying the words "ex-prisoner of war" or an

abbreviation as the department considers appropriate.

{E) UPON PAYMENT OF ALL TAXES AND FEES REQUIRED BY

PARTS 3 AND S OF THIS CHAPTER AND UPON FURNISHING PROOF

SATISFACTORY TO THE DEPARTMENT THAT THE APPLICANT MEETS THE

REQUIREMENTS OF THIS SUBSECTION (E}, THE DEPARTMENT SHALL

ISSUE TO A MONTANA RESIDENT WHO IS A VETERAN OF THE ARMED

SERVICES OF THE UNITED STATES SPECIAL LICENSE PLATES, FOR

ONE MOTOR VEHICLE ONLY, DESIGNED TO INDICATE TEAT TEE

APPLICANT IS A SURVIVOR OF THE PEARL HARBOR ATTACK IF THE

APPLICANT WAS A MEMBER OF THE UNITED STATES ARMED FORCES ON

DECEMBER 7, 1941, WAS ON STATION ON DECEMBER 7, 1941, DURING

THE HQURS OF 7:55 A M. TO 9:45 A.M. (HAWAII TIME) AT PEARL

HARBOR, THE ISLAND OF QAHU, OR OFFSHORE AT A DISTANCE OF NOT

MORE THAN 3 MILES, AND RECEIVED AN HONORABLE DISCHARGE FROM
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THE UNITED STATES ARMED FORCES. IF SPECIAL LICENSE PLATES

ISSUED UNDER THIS SUBSECTION ARE LOST, STOLEN, OR MUTILATED,

THE RECIPIENT OF THE PLATES 1S5 ENTITLED TO REPLACEMENT

PLATES UPON REQUEST AND WITHOUT CHARGE.

+23(F) A Montana resident who 15 eligible to receive a

special parking permit under 49-4-301 may, upon writtén

application on a form prescribed by the department, be

issued a special license plate with a design or decal

bearing a representation of a wheelchair as the symbol of

the handicapped person."

Section 9. section 61-3-333, MCA, is amended to read:

"§1-3-333. Replacing number plates. In the event of
loss, mutilation, or destruction of number plates, and/or
validation devices, the owner of the registered motor
vehicle may obtaln from the department duplicates ehereof or

replacements of the number plates upon £iling sworn

declaration showing sweh that fact and payment cf a fee of
$2. In the event of 1loss, mutilation, or destruction of
pioneer plates, duplicates may be obtained in the same
manner upon payment of a fee of $5."

Section 10. section 61-3-465, MCA, is amendeéd to read:

*61-3-465. Issuance —- application -- additional fee —-
disposition. {l) The department shall issueé or renew
collegiate license plates upon receipt of an application

that shows:
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{a) compliance with 61-3-3037-6%-3-364, 61-1-311, and
61-3-312; and

(b} payment to the county treasurer of:

{i} an initial application and manufacturing fee of
$2.50, when required; and

(ii) an annual scholarship donation of $20 for the
benefit of the institution named in the application.

{2) Once each month the county treasurer shall transfer
to the state treasurer the total of the amounts collected
for:

{a) the initial application and manufacturing fee for
deposit in the Montana state prison industries account in
the proprietary fund for appropriation by the legislature to
pay the cost of manufacturing collegiate license plates; and

{b) scholarship donations provided €or in subsection
{1)(b){ii}, along with a schedule showing the number of
collegiate license plates issued and the total donations
received for the benefit of each institution.

{3) Once each month the state treasurer shall
distribute to the student academic scholarship fund or
foundation of each institution an amount equal to the total
donations credited to that institution and transferred to
the state treasurer by the county treasurers during the

preceding month."

Section 11. Section 61-3-51i0, MCA, is amended to read:
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"61-3-510. Weed control fee. (1) A special weed control
fee of $1.50 must be assessed on the annual registration or
reregistration of each motor vehicle subject to
registration. The fee must be collected by the county
treasurer.

(2) Por purposes of this section, motor vehicle
includes:

{a) motor vehicle as defined in 61-1-102:

{b) motorcycle as defined in 61-1-105;

(c) motor-driven cycle as defined in 6i-1-106; and

{d) quadricycle as defined in 61-1-133.

{3) The following vehicles are exempt from the fee:

{a) vehicles owned or controlled by the United States
or a state, county, or city;

(b) wvehicles exempt from payment of registration fees
by 61-3-321+#3(B); and

{c}) vehicles or equipment which is not self-propelled
or which requires towing when moved upon a highway of this
state.”

Section 12. Section £1-3-601, MCA, is amended to read:

*§1-31-601. Penalty for violations. Except as otherwise
provided, a violation of any of the provisicons of this
chapter is a misdemeanor and is punishable by a fine not

exceeding $25 $500. Nothing contained-herein in this section

prevents the prosecution of a person for an offense
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committed under any other law,"

Section 13. section 61-3-604, MCA, is amended ta read:

“61-3~-604. Penalty for altering identification number.
(1) A person who willfully removes or falsifies an
identification number o¢f a motor vehicle or motor vehicle
engine is guilty of a misdemeanor,

(2) Any person or persons, firm, or corporation whieh
that sells or offers for sale in this state a vehicle the
original vehicle identification number of which has been
destroyed, removed, altered, covered, or defaced;-with-the
exception-of-eiectricaily-propelied-vehictes; is guilty of a
misdemeaner and upon conviction thereof shall be punished by
a fine of not less than $200 or more than $500 and by
imprisomment in the county jail for a term of not less than
30 days or more than 180 days. Upcon a second or subsequent
conviction under this subsection, the punishment shall be
imprisonment in the state prison for a term of not less than
1 year or more than 5 years or a fine in an amount not to
exceed $50,000, or both such fine and imprisonment,"

Section 14. section 61-4-101, MCA, is amended to read:

"61-4-101. Application for dealer’s license. (1} Every
person, firm, corporation, or association which, for
commission or profit, engages in the business of buying,
selling, exchanging, offering, taking for consignment,

so0liciting, advertising the sale of, or acting as a broker
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of new motor vehicles, recreational vehicles, used motor
vehicles, trailers (except trailers having an unloaded
weight of 1less than 500 pounds), semitrailers, or special
mobile equipment as defined in 61-1-104 shall file, by mail
or otherwise, in the office of the department a verified
application for licensure as a dealer, on a blank to be
furnished by the department for that purpose and containing
the information required. The application and all of the
information contained in it must be verified by the Mentana
highway--patret department. Each application must be
accompanied by the license fee specified in 61-4-102. A
dealer ‘s license must be renewed and paid for annually, and
an application for relicensure must be filed not later than
January 1 of each year. If an application for renewal of a
license has been received by the department prior to the
expiration of the 1license, the dealer may operate his
business and display dealer plates under the expired license
between January 1 and February 15 following expiration.

(2) To qualify Ffor licensure and the issuance and use
cf D", "gD", "RV", "DTR", or "M{D" plates as hereinafter
provided, the applicant musSt fFurnish the following
information and gualify under the following provisions:

(a) To gualify as a new motor vehicle dealer and for
the use of "D" plates, the applicant must:

{i) state the name under which the business is to be
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conducted and the location of the premises (street address.,
city, county, and state) where records are kept, sales are
made, and stock of motor vehicles is displayed;

{(ii) state the name and address of all owners or persons
having an interest in the business, provided that in the
case of a corporation, the names and addresses of the
president and secretary are sufficient;

(iii) state the name and make of all motor vehicles
handled and the name and address of the manufacturer,
importer, or distributor with whom the gapplicant has a
written new motor vehicle franchise or =sales agreement;

{iv) execute a certificate to the effect that the
applicant has a permanent building for the display and sale
of new motor wehicles at the location of the premises where
sales are conducted;

{v} execute a certificate to the effect that the
applicant has a bona fide service department for the repair,
service, and maintenance of motor vehicles; and

(vi) execute a certificate to the effect that the
applicant is a bona fide dealer in new motor vehicles and
that he 1is recognized by a manufacturer, importer, or
distributeor as a dealer in new motor vehicles.

{b}) To gqualify as a used motor vehicle dealer and for
the use of "UD" plates er, as a recreational vehicle dealer

and for the use of "RV" plates, as a trailer, semitrailer,
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or special mobile equipment dealer and for the use of "DTR"
plates, or as a motorcycle or quadricycle dealer and for the
use of "MCD" plates, the applicant must shall, in addition
to the matters set forth in subsections (i) and (ii) of
subsection (2){a) above, provide:

(i) a statement that the applicant has a building or
lot and a sign readable at a minimum distance of 150 feet
indicating the firm name as the principal place of business
and that vehicles are offered for sale; and

(ii) a certificate to the effect that the applicant is a
bona fide dealer in used motor vehicles, recreational
vehicles, trailers, semitrailers, special mobile equipment,
motorcycles, or guadricycles. An applicant for a
recreational vehicle dealer license must shall alsc indicate
on the same certificate that he is recognized by a
manufacturer, importer, ot distributor as a dealer in
recreational vehicles.

{c} To qualify for a used motor vehicle dealer's
license, a person must Shall submit an annual application
for that license and comply with the provisions of
61-4-102(5) in addition to fulfilling the requirements of
subsection (2)(b).

{d) The provisions of subsection (2)(c) do net apply to
an applicant who is licensed as a motor vehicle wrecking

facility under the provisiocns of Title 75, chapter 10, part
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(3} (a) The ipplicant for a dealer's license shall also
file with his application a goed and sufficient bond in the
sum of §5,000, and the bond must be conditioned that the
applicant shall conduct his business in accordance with the
requirements of the law. All bonds must run to the state of
Montana, must be approved by the department and filed in its
office, and must be renewed annually.

(b) & person who suffers 1loss or damage due to the
unlawful conduct of a dealer 1licensed under this section
shall obtain a judgment from a court of competent
jurisdiction prior to collecting the judgment rrom the
department. The department is responsible for payment under
this section, in an amount not to exceed the maximum bond
amount, only if the judgment on which the payment is based
determines a specific loss or damage amount and concludes
that the dealer's unlawful operation caused the loss or
damage."”

Ssceton-15---Section-61-6-302;-MEA;-is-amended-to-reads

LE3-6-302---Proef-of-compitances-{iy-Except-as—-provided
in-subsection-{2}7-before-any-appticant-required-to-register
his--motor--vehtcie-may-do-so;-the-appiicant-must-certify-ta
the--seunty-~-treasurer--that--he-—-possesses--an---gutomobiie
iiabitity-rnsurance-poaltteyr—a-certifieate-of-setf-insurancey

or--a--poated--indemnity—-bond-er-that-he-ia-etrgthie-for-an
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exenmption-under-§t-6-383-covering~—-the--moter--vehiciez--The
ceptificarion---shalii--—be--on--a-—-foarm—-preseribed-—by-—the
department:-—-Phe--department--may-—immediately--cancei-——the
registration-—-and---ticense--piates--of--the--vehiele--upon
notification--that--the--insurance--certification--was—--not
ecrrectiy-representedr-Any-persen-who-inkentionatiy-provides
false-information-on-an-insurance-cererfication-is—guitty-of
unawern-faisifreation-te-authorities;-punishable-as-previded
rn-45-3-263~
+2y--An--appticant--fer-—registration-cf-a-motor-vehicie
who-wishes-to-register-the—-vehicite--by--mati-—-must—-sign--a
statement--an--ths-appiicatien—stating-that-the-appiicant-ia
in—ecmpiianee-with-the-Eénancial-iéabiiity—~requirements-—ef
6¥-6-30%+
fafigi-—aa——onnef-—of-—a——meter--vehicie——whe-—ceases—te

maintatn-the-insurance-or-bend-required under--63-6-368% or

whase--certificate——pf--self-insurance--ts—canceled-or-whose
yehicle-ceanes-to-pe—exempt under-6:-6-303 shaiti-immediately
surrendep--the-~registration-—-and--iicense-—-piates-—for-—the
vehicle--ta--the--county--treasnser—~-for--detivery-—to---the
department--and--may--not-operate-or-permit-operation-of-the
vehicte-in-Monkana-untii-insurance-has-again-been-——furnished
as-—-required—-and--the--vehicte--ia-—again—-registered--and
ticenaed:

t4ytEy-—Every A perscn-shali-carry-in--a--motor--vehicie

—40- SB 191
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being--operated--by-~him--an-~insurance—card-approved-by-the
department-buk-issued-py-che-insurance-carrier-te-the-—motor
vehicle--owner-as-proof-ocf-comptiance-with-61-6-361iz-A-motor
vehielte-operater-——shati--exhibit--the--insurance--card--upon
demand-cf-a-justice-of-the-peace;-a-city-or-munieipal-judges;
a-peace-~officery-a-highway-patrol-cfficer;-or-a-£fietd-deputy
or-inspector-of-the-department--Howevery-ne A persen-charged
with--viotating—-this—-asubsection-may not be-convicted-if-he
produces—in-court-or—the-office——of--the—-arresting--afficer

proecé-sf-insurance-valtid-at-the-time-of-his-arrest:®

SECTION 15. SECTION 15-70-101, MCA, IS AMENDED TO READ:

"15-70-101. Disposition of funds - contingent

reduction of allocation. All taxes, interest, and penalties

collected under this chapter, except those ccllected by a
justice's court, shall be turned cover promptly to the state
treasurer, who shall place the same in the state special
revenue fund to the credit of the department of highways.

Phose Except as provided in subsection (9}, those funds

hereinbelow allocated to cities, towns, and counties shall
be paid by the department of highways from the state special
revenue fund to such cities, towns, and counties.

{1) $14,000,000 of the funds collected under this
chapter, except those collected by a justice's court, is
statutorily appropriated, as provided in 17-7-502, <to the

department of highways and shall be allocated each fiscal
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year on a monthly basis to the counties and incorporated
cities and towns in Montana for construction,
reconstruction, maintenance, and repair of rural roads and
city or town streets and alleys, as provided in subsections
(ly{a) through (1){c):

(a) $54,000 shall be designated for the purposes and
functions of the Montana rural technical assistance
transportation program in Bozeman;

(b} 6,323,000 shall be divided among the various
counties in the following manner:

{i) 40% in the ratioc that the rural road mileage in
each county, exclusive of the federal-aid interstate system
and the federal-aid primary system, bears to the total rural
road mileage in the state, exclusive of the federal-aid
interstate system and the federal-aid primary system;

{ii) 40% 1in the ratio that the rural population in each
county outside incorporated cities and towns bears to the
total rural population in the state ocutside incorporated
cities and towns;

{iii) 20% in the ratio that the land area of each couaty
bears to the total land area of the state;

(c) §7.623,000 shall be divided among the incorporated
cities and towns in the following manner:

{1} 506% o©f the sum in the ratic that the population

within the corporate limits of the city or town bears to the
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total population within corporate limits of all the cities
and towns in Ment ina;

{ii} 50% in the ratio that the city or town street and
alley mileage, exclusive of the federal-aid interstate
system and the federal-aid primary system, within corporate
limits bears to the total street and alley mileage,
exclusive of the federal-aid interstate system and
federal-aid primary system, within the corporate limits of
all ¢ities and towns in Montana.

(2) All funds hereby allccated to counties, cities, and
towns shall be used for the censtruction, reconstruction,
maintenance, and repair of rural roads, city or town streets
and alleys or for the share which such city, town, or county
might otherwise expend for proporticnate matching of federal
funds allocated for the construction of roads or streets
which are part of the federal-aid primary or secondary
highway system or urban extensions thereto, except that the
governing body of a town or third-class city, as defined in
7-1-4111, may each year expend no more than 25% of the funds
allocated to that town or third-class city for the purchase
of capital equipment and supplies to be used for the
maintenance and repair of town or third-class city streets
and alleys.

{3) Upon receipt of the allocation provided herein, the

governing bodies of the recipient c¢ounties, cities, and
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towns shall inform the department of highways of the
purposes for which the funds will be axpended so that the
county commissioners, the governing body, and the department
of highways may coordinate the expenditure of public funds
for road improvements.

(4) All Eunds hereby allocated to counties, cities, and
towns shall be disbursed to the lowest responsible bhidder
according to applicable bidding procedures followed in all
cases where the contract for construction, reconstruction,
maintenance, or repair is in excess of $4.,000.

(5) For the purposes of this section where distribution
of funds is made on a basis related to population, the
population shall be determined by the last preceding
official federal census.

(6) For the purposes of this section where
determination of mileage is necessary for distribution of
funds, it shall be the responsibility of the cities, towns,
and counties to furnish to the department of highways a
yearly certified statement indicating the total mileage
within their respective areas applicable to this chapter.
All mileage submitted shall be subject to reviey and
approval by the department of highways.

(7) Except by a town or third-class city as provided in
subsection (2), none of the funds authorized by this section

shall be used for the purchase of capital equipment.
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(8) Funds authorized by this section shall be used for
construction and maintenance programs only.

{9) The department of Jjustice, upon determining that

the county treasurer of a county fails to enforce the

provisions of 61-6-302, shall certify that fact to the

department of highways, and the department of highways shall

decrease the payment to that county under the provisions of

subsection {1l)(b) by 25% for each year until the department

of justice subsequently certifies that the county treasurer

is no longer failing to enforce the provisions of 61-6-302."

NEW SECTION. SECTION 16. COORDINATION INSTRUCTION.

HOUSE BILL NO. 98 IS5 VOID.

NEW SECTION. Section 17. Repealer. Sections 10-1-110,
61-3-304, 61-3-444, 61-3-445, 61-3-447, 61-3-451, and
61-3-505, MCA, are repealed.

NEW SECTION., Section 18. Instructions to code
commissioner. To conform with the provisions of [this act],
the code commissioner shall make the following revisions:

(1) 1in 49-4-302(2) and (3), change 61-3-451 to
61-3-332{10}(c);

(2) in 49-4-304(1;, change
61=-3-332¢3083te¥(10) (F):

(3) in 61-3-313(3), change 61-3-451 to 61-3-332(10)(c);

61-3-445 to

(4] in 61-3-4467:

{A}) change:

—45- SB 191
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ta}(I) 61-3-444 to 61-3-332(10}(d):
th3(I1] 61-3-445 to 61-3-332{}6}tey{10)(F);
tey{III} 61-3-447 to 61-3-332(10)(b); and
+éy(1IV) 61-3-451 to 61-3-332(10)(c); ARD

(B) INSERT 61-3-332(1G)(E};

{(5) in 61-3-452, §1-3-453, 61-3-454, 61-3-455, and
61-3-504(2), change 63-3-451 to 61-3-332(10){c);

(6) in 61-3-507, delete n"and 61-3-505" at the end of
subsection (1) in the temporary version and at the end of
the permanent version.

-End-
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SENATE BILL NQ, 191
INTRODUCED BY T, BECK

BY REQUEST OF THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO GENERALLY REVISE
MOTOR VEHICLE REGISTRATION AND TITLING LAWS; BELEPING-THE
REQUIREMENT-FOR-CERPIFICATION-OP-EIABILITY-INSURANCE-ON--FHE
REGESTRAYTON---REECEIPF PROVIDING FOR THE ISSUANCE OF

SPECIAL-PURPOSE LICENSE PLATES, INCLUDING LICENSE PLATES

ISSUED TO SURVIVORS OF THE PEARL HARBOR ATTACK, BY CREATING

A GENERIC PLATE WITH A DESIGN OR DECAL INDICATING THE
SPECIAL PURPOSE; CREATING A NEW CLASS OF DEALER PLATE FOR
RECREATIONAL VEHICLE DEALERS; ALLOWING FOR REPLACEMENT
PLATES INSTEAD OF ISSUING DUPLICATE LICENSE PLATES; REMOVING
THE EXCEPTION FOR FELECTRICALLY DRIVEN VEHICLES IN THE
VEHICLE IDENTIFICATION NUMBER STATUTE; TRANSFERRING THE DUTY
OF INSPECTING DEALERS FROM THE HIGHWAY PATROL TO THE MOTOR
VEHICLE DIVISION; PROVIDING THAT EXEMPT PLATES BE REISSUED
ONLY WHEN DAMAGED OR DESTROYED; INCREASING THE PENALTY FOR
VIOLATING VEHICLE TITLING, REGISTRATION, OR TAXATION LAWS;

REDUCING THE ALLOCATION OF GASQLINE TAX FUNDS TO A COUNTY

FOR FAILURE TO ENFORCE THE PROOF OF COMPLIANCE PROVISION;

VOIDING HOUSE BILL NO. 98; AMENDING SECTIONS 15-70-101,

61-1-130, 61-3-101, &1-3-201, 61-3-205, 61-3-206, 6€1-3-303,

61-3-30%, 61-3-332, 61-3-333, 61-2-465, 61-3-510, 61-3-601,
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61-3-604, AND 61-4-101, ANB--6%-6-382¢ MCA; AND REPEALING
SECTIONS 10-1-110, 61-3-304, 61-3-444, 61-3-445, 61-3-447,

61-3-451, AND 61-3-505, MCA."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
Section 1. Section 61-1-130, MCA, is amended to read:
"61-1-130. Motor home, "Motor home™ as used in 61-3-521

and 61-3-522 rneans a seif-propeited motor vehicle ssiginatiy

deargned--or--permanentiy-—-atvered--to-—-provide~---temporary
faciiicies-for-recreattonats-traveiy-or-camping-use:

(1) designed to provide temporary living guarters,

built as an integral part of or permanently attached to a

self~propelled motor vehicle chassis or wvan;

(2) containing permanently installed independent life

support systems that meet the ANSI/Al119.2 standard; and

{3) providing at least four of the following types of

facilities:

{a) cooking, refrigeratien, or icebox:

(b) self-contained toilet;

(c) heating or air-conditioning, or both;

{d) potable water supply, including a faucet and sink:

{e) separate 110-volt or 125-volt electrical power

supply cr a liguitfied petrcleum gas supp.v, or both."

Section 2.  Section §1-3-101, MCA, is amended to read:

THIRD READING

-2- SB 191
AS AMENDED
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"61-3-101. Duties of department -- records. (1) The
department shall keep a record as heretnmfeer gspecified in
this section of all motor vehicles, trailers, and
semitrailers of every kind, and of certificates of

regisctration and cwnership thereaf of those vehicles, and of

all manufacturers and dealers in motor vehicles.

{2) In the case of motor vehicles, trailers, and
semitrailers, the recard shait must show the following:

(a)y name of owner, residence by town and county, and
business address;

(b) name and address of conditional sales vendor,
mortgagee, or other lienholder and amount due under contract
or lien;

(c) manufacturer of car vehicle;

(d) manufacturer's designation of style of ear—-o=
vehicle;

{e) identifying number:

(£} year of manufacture;

(g) character of motive power and shipping weight of
ear vehicle as snhown by the manufacturer;

{h} the distinctive 1license number assigned to the
vehicle if any;

(i) if a truck or trailer, the number of tons' capacity
or GVW 1E imprinted on manufacturer's identification plate;

(j} except as provided in 61-3-103, the name and
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complete addregss of any holder of a perfected security

interest in a wehicle; and

t4t{k) suoekl other information as that may from time to
time be found desirable.

(3) The department shall tile applications for
registration received by it from thHe county treasurers of
the state and registar the vehicles ewerein described in the

applications and the owners thereof of the vehicles in

suitable books or on index cards, as follows:

{(a) under the distinctive 1license number assigned to
the vehicle by the county treasurer;

(b) alphabetically under the name of the owner;

{c) numerically under make and identifying number of
the vehicle; and

(d) sueh other index of registration as the department
considers expedient.

{4) Vehicle registration records and indexes and
driver's license records and indexes may be maintained by
eleccronic recoarding and storage media.

{5) In the case of dealers, the records shai} must show
the information contained in the application for dealer's
license as required by 61-4-101 through 61—4-105, as well as
the distinctive license number assigned to the dealer.

e In order to prevent an accumulation of unneeded’

recards and files, the depactment sheid-irave —ghe——suthoriey

i SB- 19
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and--ie--shatt--be-—tes has the authority and the duty to

destroy all records and files whieh that have ceased to be
of-any have value.

(7) The department may establish and maintain a
short-wave radio station in order to report motor vehicle
registration information to the highway patrol, to sheriffs,
and to the chiefs of police of each incorporated city of the
state who are able to communicate with suehr the short-wave
radio station.

(8) All records shail must be open to inspection during
all reasonable business hours, and the department shall
furnish any information from the records upon payment by the
applicant of the cost of transcribing the information
requested."”

Section 3. Section 61-3-201, MCA, is amended to read:

"61-3-201. Transfer of interest -- cancellation of
erroneous certificate of ownership. (1) Upon a transfer of
any interest in a motor vehicle reglistered under the
provisions ¢f this chapter, the person whose interest is to
be transferred shall write his signature with pen and ink
upon the certificate of ownership issued for the vehicle in
the appropriate space provided upon-the-reverse-side-sf-ehe
certificarte, and the signature must be acknowledged before
the county treasurer, a deputy ccunty treasurer, or a4 notary

public.

-5~ SB 191
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(2) Within 20 calendar days after endorsement, the
transferee shall forward both the endorsed certificate of
ownership with the odometer mileage statement reguired under
61-3-206 and the certificate of registration, together with
the information required under 61-3-202, to the county
treasurer, who shall forward tchem to the department. The
department may not issue a certificate of ownership or
certificate of registration until the cutstanding
certificates are surrendered to that office or their loss is
established ¢o its reasonable satisfaction. Failure to make
application within the 20-day grace period subjects the
transferee to a penalty of $10., The county treasurer shall
collect the penalty at the time of registration. The penalty
is in addition to the fees otherwise provided by law. If the
transferee does not make application within 25 days, a
creditor or secured party may pay the fees for the transfer
of title and filing of security interest or lien in order to
have title transferred rto the transferee and have the
security interest or lien filed. The creditor or secured
party 1is not liable for the penalty, registration fees, or
taxes. The department shall return the certificate of title
to the county treasurer as provided in 61-3-103{1). When the
certificate of ownership 1is returned by the department to
the county creasurer, the treasurer shall hola the

certificate of ownership until the vehicle is properly

-6- SB 191
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registered.

(3) In the event of a transfer by operation of law of
any interest in a motor vehicle as upon inheritance, devise,
or bequest, order in bankruptcy or insolvency, execution
sale, repossession uypon default in the performance of the
terms of a lease or executory sales contract, or otherwise
than by voluntary act of the person whose title or interest
is transferred, the executor, administrator, receiver,
trustee, sheriff, or other representative or successor in
interest of the person whose interest is transferred shall
forward to the department an application for a vcertificate

of ownership in the form required by the department fes—an

originai--appiicatton--for--a--ecercificate-—-of---ownership,
together with a verified or certified statement of the
transfer of interest. The statement must set forth the
reason for the involuntary transfer, the interest
transfarred, the name of the perscn to whom the interest is
to be transferred, the process of procedure effecting the
transfer, and other information requested by the department.
Evidence and instruments ctherwise required by law to effect
a transfer of legal or eguitable title to or an interest in
chattels as may be reguired in such cases must pbe furnished
with the statement. If the department is satisfied that the
transter is regular and that all formalities reguired by law

have been complied with, it shall send to the owner,
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conditional sales vendor, lessor, mortgagee, and other
lienor, as shown by its records, notice of the intended
transfer and, not less than 5 days after sending notice,
shall issu€ a new certificate of ownership and certificate
of registration to the transferée. The notice reqguired by
this section is complied with by deposit in the post ocffice
in Deer Lodge, Montana, of the notice, postage prepaid,
addresse¢d to the person at the respective address shown on
its records.

(4) When the vehicle certificate of ownershiﬁ that is
involuntarily transferred is not registered in this state,
the procedure in subsection (3) must be followed in applying
for a new certificate of ownership and certificate of

registration but; however, in lieu of the statement required

in subsection (3), the department may accept an affidavit of

repossegsion on the form provided by the state in which a

lien has been perfected and the department need not send

notice of intended transfer and shall issue a new
certificate of ownership and a new certificate of
registration to the person entitled to eheam the

(5) (a) If the owner of one or more motor vehicles,
trailers, semitrailers, or housetrailers registered undér
this chapter and not exceeding a combined value of $15,000

dies without leaving other property necéssitating tHe
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procuring of letters of administration or letters
testamentary, the surviving spouse or other heir unless the
property is by will otherwise bequeathed may secure transfer
of the decedent's certificate of ownership and the
certificate of registration for the vehicle.

(b) The perscn seeking transfer of the certificate of
ownership =shall file an affidavit with the department
setting forth the fact of survivorship and the name and
address of any other heirs and other facts as are necessary
under subsection (5)(a} to entitle the affiant to a
transfer.

{¢) The department 1is authorized to transfer the
certificate of ownership and certificate of registration,
subject to all security interests shown by its records, upon
receipt of an affidavit showing that the affiant is entitled
to a transfer under the provisions of subsection (5){a) of
this section.

{6) Nothing in subsection (5) prevents any a secured
party from assigning his interest in a motor vehicle
registered under the provisions of this chapter to any other
person without the consent of and without affecting the
interest of the holder of the certificate of ownership and
certificate of registration. Upon any assignment by a
secured party of his security interest in any motor vehicle

registered under this chapter, a copy of the assignment must
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be filed with the department and a record of the assignment
made upon its records.

(7} The certificate of ownership Iis valid until
canceled by the department upon a cransfer of any interest
shown in the certificate, and annual renewal is not needed.

(8) (a) Upon its determination that a certificate of
ownership ccntains an error caused by the department, the
department may cancel the certificate of ownership and issue
a replacement for the erroneous certificate if the owner has
returned the certificate to be canceled.

{b) Any person who fails to return a certificate of
ownership issued with an error caused by the department
after receiving actual notice of the department's demand for
the return of the certificate as required by subsection
{8)(a) is guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction may be
fined ar amount not to exceed $500."

Section 4. sSecticn 61-3-205, MCA, is amended to read:

*61-3-205. Transfer of ownership of vehicles by
ingurance company. (1) When an insurance company or its
adjuster has taken possession of a motor vehicle as a result
of settling -an insurance claim and transfers ownership of
the motor vehicle, it shall deliver to the transferee at the
time of transfer a certificate of ownership signed and

acknowledged by  the registered cwner or owners before the

county treasurer, a deputy county treasurer, or a notary

-10- SB 151



- W N

10
11
12
13
i3
15
16
17
18
19
29
21

22

§B 0191,/03

public.

{2) If ¢thr certificate of ownership names cne or more
holders of a perfected security interest in the motor
vehicle, the insurance company or its adjuster shall also
secure and deliver to the transferee a release from the
secured party of the security interest.”

Section 5. Section 61-3-206, MCA, is amended to read:

"61-3-206. Odometer disclosure regquirements on transfer
of vehicle —— dealer to preserve record. (1) Except as
provided in subsection (3}, before executing any transfer of
cwinership document relating to a motor vehicle, each seller
of a motor vehicle shall record on the certificate of
ownership the odometer reading at the time cf transfer or,
if the certificate of ownership does not provide for the
recording of the odometer reading, furnish te the purchaser
a written statement signed by eaeh the seller, who shalil

alsp print his name on the written statement, containing the

following information:

{(a) the odometer reading at the time of transfer;

{b) the date of transfer;

{€) the selier’s name and current address;

(d) the purchaser's name and current address;

{€) the vehicle year, make, model, body style, and
identification number:

{f) one of the fcllowing statements or certification:
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(i} @& certification by the seller that, to the best of
nis knowledge, the odometer reading reflects the actual
miles or kilometers the vehicle has been driven;

{ii) if the seller knows that the odometer reading
reflects the amounc of mileage in excess of the designed
mechanical odometer limit of 99,999 miles or kilometers, he
shall include a statement to that effect; or

{1ii) if the seller knows that the odometer reading
differs £rom the number of miles or kilometers the wehicle
has actually traveled and that the difference is greater
than that caused by odometer qalibtation error, he shall
include a statement that the odeometer reading i3 not the
actual mileage and should not be relied upen,

{2) The purchaser shall acknowledge receipt of the

disclosure statement by signing it and printing his name on

the disclosure statement.

(3) The seller of the following types of motor vehicles
need not disclose the odometer reading of the vehicle as
required in suybsection (1):

(a) a motcr vehicle thar is 10 years old or oclder;

{b) a vehicle that is not self-propelled;

{c) a new motor vehicle transferred between dealers
prior to its first retail sale, unless such vehicle has heen
used as a demonstrator;

{d) a vehicle having a gross weight raring of more than
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16,000 pounds; or

{e) a vwvehicle sold directly by the manufacturer to an
agency of the United States.

{4} A dealer licensed under &1-4-101 shall create a
record of the informaticn reguired in subsection (1) and
shall maintain and preserve that record for at least S years
after the date of sale of the motor wvehicle to which the
information pertains.”

Section B. section 61-3-303, MCA, is amended to read:

"$1-3-303. Application for registration. (1) Every
owner of a motor vehicle operated or driven upon the public
highways of this state shall for each motor vehicle owned,
except as herein otherwise expressly provided, file or cause
to be filed in the office of the county treasurer where the
owner makes his permanent residence at the time of making
the application or, if the vehicle is owned by a corporation
or used primarily for commercial purpeoses, in the taxing
jurisdiction of the county where the vehicle is permanently
assigned, an application for registration or reregistration
upon a blank form to be prepared and furnished by the
department. The application shall contain:

{a) name and address of owner, giving county, school
district, and town or city within whose corporate limits the
motor vehicle is taxable, if taxable, or within whose

corporate limits the owner's residence is located if the
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motor vehicle is not taxable;

{(b) name and address c¢f the holder of any security
interest in the motor vehicle;

(c) description of motor vehicle, including make, vyear
model, engine or serial number, manufacturer's model or
letter, gross weight, type of body, and if truck, the rated
capacity; and

tdy--itn--case--of-reregitacration;-the-ltizanse-rumber—-£for
the-preceding-years-and

tey(d) sueh other information as that the department
may require.

(2) A person who files an application for registration
or reregistration of a motor vehicle, except of a mobile
home as defined in 15-1-101(1}, shall upeon the filing of the
application pay to the county treasurer:

(a) the registration fee, as provided in 61-3-311 and
61-3-321; and

(b) wunless it has been previously paid:

{i} the personal property taxes assessed against the
vehicle for the current vyear of  registration and the
immediately previcus year; or

{ii) the new motor vehicle sales tax against the vehicle
for the current year of registration.

{3) The applicaticon may not be accepted by the county

treasurer unless the payments required by subsectien (2)
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accompany the application, The department or its agent may
not assess and the county treasurer may not collect taxes ot
fees for a periocd other than:

{a} the current year; and

(b} the immediately previous year, if the vehicle was
not registered or operated on the highways of the state,
regardless of the period of time since the vehicle was
previcusly registered or coperated.

(4) The department or its agent may make full and
complete investigation of the tax status of the vehicle. Any
applicant for registration or reregistration must submit
proof from the tax or other appropriate records of the
proper county at the request of the department or its
agent."”

Section 7. Section 61-3-305, MCA, is amended to read:

"61-3-395. Blanks to be provided. It shati-be is the
duty of the department to provide blank application forms
outtrining——and—-previding-for-the-informacien-nesded-in—each
ciass-cf-registration-reguired; and to furnish cthese upon
request to applicant for registration,”

Soction B. Section 61-31-332, MCA, is amended to read:

"§1-3-332. {Temporary) Number plates. {1) Brery A motor
vehicle that is driven upon the streets or highways of
Mcntana must display both front and rear number plates,

bearing the gQistinctive pumber assignad the vehicle. The
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number plates are in eight 10 series: one series for ownets
of motorcars, one for owners of motor vehicles of the
motorcycle or gquadricycle type, one for trailers, one for
trucks, one for dealers 1in vehicles of the motorcycle or
guadricycle type that bear the distinctive letters "MCD" or
the letters "MC" and the word "DEALER", one for franchised
dealers in new motorcars (including trucks and trailers) or
new and used motorcars (including trucks and trailers) that
pear the distinctive letter “D" or the word "DEALER", one
for dealers in used motorcars only (including used trucks
and trailers) that bear the distinctive letters "UD" or the
letter "U" and the word "DEALER", and one for dealers in
trailers and/or semitrailers {new or used) that bear the
digtinctive letters “DTR" or the letters “TR" and the word

"DEALER", one for dealers in recreational vehicles that bear

the distinctive ietters “"RV" or the letter "R" and the word

"DEALER", and one for special license plates. All markings

for the aforementioned various kinds of dealers' plates must
be placed on the number plates assigned thereto in the
position that the department designates.

{2) Aall number plates for motor vehicles must be issued
for a minimum peried of 4 years, bear a distinctive marking,
and be furnished by the state. In years when number plates
are not issued, the department shall previde nonremovable

stickers bearing appropriate registration numbers tHhat susc
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be affixed to the license plates in use.

(3) Subject to the provisions of this section, the
department shall create a new design for number plates as
provided in this section, and it shall manufacture the newly
designed number plates for issuance after January 1, 1991,
to replace, at renewal as required in 61-3-312 and 61-3-314,
number plates that were displayed on motor vehicles before
that date.

(4) 1In the case of motorcars and trucks, plates must be
of metal 6 inches wide and 12 inches in length. The outline
of the state of Montana must be used as a distinctive border
on such license plates, and the word "Montana" and the year
must be placed across the plates. Such registration plates
must be treated with a reflectorized background material
according to specifications prescribed by the department.

{5) The distinctive registration numbers must begin
with a number one or with a letter-number combination, such
as "A 1" or “AA 1", or any other similar combination of
letters and numbers. The distinctive registration number or
letter-number combinaticn assigned to the vehicle must
appear on the plate preceded by the number of the county and
appearing in horizontal order on the same horizontal
baseline. The county number must be separated from the
distincrive registration number by a separation mark unless

a letter-number combination is used. The dimensions of such
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numerals and letters must be determined by the department,
and all county and registration numbers must be of equal
height.

(6) For the use of tax-exempt motor vehicles, in

addition to the markings hereim provided in this section,

number plates must mave--theresn bear the following
distinctive markings:

(a) For venicles cwned by the state, the department may
designate the prefix number for the various state
departments. All numbered plates issued to state departments
must bear the words “State Owned", and no year number may be
indicated thereon because these numbered plates are of a
permanent nature and will be replaced by the department only
when the physical condition of numbered plates requires it.

{h) For wvehicles that are owned by the counties,
municipalities, irrigation districts organized under the
laws of Montana and not operating for profit, and school
districts and that are used and operated by officials and
employees thereof in line of duty and for vehicles on loan
from the United States government or the state of Montana
te, or owned by, the civil air patrol and used and operated
by officials and employees therecf in the line of duty,
there must be placed on the number plates assigned thereto,
in a positicn that the department may designate, the letter

"X" or the word "EXEMPT". Distinctive registration numbers
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‘for .plates .assigned to 'motor vehicles .of each of :the
‘count¥es .in the -stake and those.of the municipalities .and
school districts situated .within.each af the counties .and
those of 'the irrigation.districts that obtain plates within
each county must begin with number one and .be numbered

consecutively. Because these aumber . plates .are of a

permanent nmature, they are gubject to -replacement by -the

deparement only -when the physical .condition of "the . number

plates requires it and a year nimber may not be displaved on

the ‘number olates.

{7) ©On all number plates assigned to motor vehicles of
‘the truek and trailer .type, other "than tax-exempt trucks and
tax-exempt trailers, ‘there must appear the letter "T" or -the
-word “TRUCK" on ;plates . assigned to trucks .and ‘the letters
"TR" or the word “FRAILER" on plates assigned o ‘trailers
and housetrailers. The letters "MC" or the.word “CYCLE" must
appear ‘on plates assigned to vehicles of rhe motorcycle or
quadricycle type.

(8) ‘Number plates isswed .to .a ‘passenger car, -‘truck,

trailer, or vehicle of the ‘motercycle or quadricycle type

‘may betransferred enly "to .a replacement Ppassenger -car,

truck, trailer, or 'motoreycle- or quadricycle-type vehicle.
No ‘registcratian or .license fee ‘may ‘be ._.assesged upon .a
transfer of :a number plate .urder 61-3-317 and 61-3-335,

{8) For the .puppose of this -chapter, the several
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counties .of :the atate are -assigned numbers as -followa:
Silver ‘Bow, 1; Cascade, "2; Yellowstone, 3; -‘Missoula, 4;
Lewis wand Clark, '5; Gallatin, 6; Flathead, 7; Fergus, 8;
Powder -River, $8; Carbon, .10; :Phillips, 1l; Hill, '12;
Ravalli, '13; Custer, :14; Lake, 15; .Dawson, 16; :Roogsevelt,
17; Beaverhead, 18; Chouteau, 19; Valley, 20; Toole, 21; Big
Horn, .22; Musselshell, 23; Blaine, 24; Madison, .25; :Pondera,
(26: :Richland, 27; -Powell, 28; ‘Rosebud, 29: Deer Lodge, 30;
TPeton, 31; Jdtiliwater, 32; Treasure, 33;  Sheridan, 34;
Sanders, 3A5; Judith Basin, :36: Danials, 37; Glacier, 38;
Pallon, 39; Sweet Grass, 4Q; :McCone, 4l; CGarter, 427
Broadwater, 43; -Wheatland, 44; Prairie, .45; Granite, .46;
Meagher, 47; Liberty, 48; -Park, 49; Garfield, 50; Jefferson,
51; Wibaux, 52; Golden Valley, -33; Minerdl, 54; Petroleum,
55; Lincoln, %6, Any new.counties-must be -assigned .numbers
by ‘the department as they may be: formed, beginning.with the
number - 57.

.£10) Each type of -special license.plate approved- by the

legislature, -exvept colleglate license plates _authorkzed .in

+6k=3-463, must be -a. separate geries of plates, numbered as

provided in subsection :(5), -except that . the county number

‘must be replaced by a - nonremovable -design or decal

designating -the group or orcganization - to.which the ggplicant

-belongs. Unless othersise -gpecifically stated 0 -this

-gection, -the 'special plates .are :subject :to -the same .rulas
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and laws as govern the issuance of reqular license plates,

must be placed or mounted on _a vehicle owned by the person

who is eligible to receive them, and must be removed upon

sale or other disposition of the vehicle. The special

license plates must be issued to national guard members,

former prisoners of war, handicapped persons, reservists,

and disabled veterans, AND SURVIVORS OF THE PEARL HARBOR

ATTACK who comply with the following provisions:

{a} An active member of the Montana national quard may

be issued a special license plate with a design or decal

displaying the letters “NG", The adjutant general shall

issue to each active member of the Montana national guard a

certificate authorizing the division to issue one set of

naticnal guard plates, and the member shall surrender the

pilates to the division upon becoming ineligible to use them.

{b) BAn active member of the reserve armed forces of the

United States of America who is a resident of this state may

be issued a special license plate with a design or decal

displaying the following: DUnited States army reserve, AR

{symbol):; United States naval reserve, NR ({anchor); United

States air force reserve, AFR (symbol)}; United States marine

corps reserve, MCR {(glche and anchor). The commanding

officer of each armed forces reserve unit shall issue to

each eligible member of the reserve unit a certificate

authorizing the issuance of one get of plates. The member
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shall surrender the plates to the division upon bhecoming

ineligible to use them.

(c} A resident of Montana who is a veteran of the armed

forces of the United States and who is 100% disabled because

of an injury that has been determined by the veterans'

administraticon to be service-connected may . upon

presentation to the division of procf of the 100%

disability, be issued a special license plate under this

section with a design or decal displaying the letters "DV".

(i) The fee for original or renewal registration by a

100% disabled veteran for a passenger vwvehicle or a truck

with a GVW-rated capacity of 1 ton or less is §5 and is in

lieu of all other fees and taxes for that vehicle under this

chapter.

{ii} Special license plates issued to a disabled veteran

are not transferrable to another person.

(iii) A disabled vereran is not entitled to a special

license plate for more than one vehicle,

fiv) A wvehicle lawfully displaving a disabled veteran's

plate and that is conveying a 100% disabled veteran is

entitled to the parking privileges allowed a handicapped

person's vehicle under this title.

(d) A Montana resident who is a veteran of the armed

forces of the United States and was captured and held

prisoner by a military force of a foreign nation, documented
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by his service record, may upon application and presentation

of proof be issurd a special license plate with a design or

decal displaying the words “ex-prisoner of war" or an

abbreviation as the department considers appropriate.

{E) UPON PAYMENT OF ALL TAXES AND FEES REQUIRED BY

PARTS 3 AND 5 OF THIS CHAPTER AND UPON FURNISHING PROOF

SATISFACTORY TO THE DEPARTMENT THAT THE APPLICANT MEETS THE

REQUIREMENTS OF THIS SUBSECTION (E), THE DEPARTMENT SHALL

ISSUE TO A MONTANA RESIDENT WHO IS A VETERAN OF THE ARMED

SERVICES OF THE UNITED STATES SPECIAL LICENSE PLATES, FOR

ONE MOTOR VEHICLE ONLY, DESIGNED TCO INDICATE THAT THE

APPLICANT IS A SURVIVOR OF THE PEARL HARBOR ATTACK IF THE

APPLICANT WAS A MEMBER OF THE UNITED STATES ARMED FORCES OGN

DECEMBER 7, 1941, WAS ON STATION ON DECEMBER 7, 1241, DURING

THE HOURS OF 7:55 A.M. TO 9:45 A.M. {(HAWAII TIME) AT PEARL

EARBOR, THE ISLAKD OF OAHU, OR OPFSHORE AT A DISTANCE QF NOT

MORE THAN 3 MILES, AND RECEIVED AN HONORABLE DISCHARGE FROM

THE UNITED STATES ARMED FORCES. IF SPECIAL LICENSE PLATES

ISSUED UNDER THIS SUBSECTION ARE LOST, STOLEN, OR MUTILATED,

THE RECIPIENT OF THE PLATES IS ENTITLED TO REPLACEMENT

PLATES UPON REQUEST AND WITHOUT CHARGE.

+e4(F) A Montana resident who is eligible to receive a

special parking permit under 49-4-301 may, upon written

applicatiom on a form prescribed by the department, be

igssued a special license plate with a design or decal
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bearing a representation of a wheelchair as the symbol of

the handicapped person. (Terminates July 1, 1996--sec. 4,

Ch. 654, L, 1989.)

61-3-332. (Bffective July 1, 1996) Mumber plates. (1)
Bvery A motor vehicle that is driven upon cthe straeets or
highways of Montana must display both front and rear number
plates, bearing the distinctive number assigned the vehicle.
The number plates are in eight 10 series: one series for
owners of motorcars, one for owners of motor vehicles of the
motorcycle or gquadricycle type, one for trailers, one for
trucks, one for dealers in vehicles of the motorcycle or
guadricycle type that bear the distinctive letters "MCD" or
the letters "MC" and the word "DEALER", one for franchised
dealers in new motorcars (including trucks and trailers) or
new and used motorcars (including trucks and trailers) that
bear the distinctive letter "D" or the word "DEARLER", one
for dealers in used motorcars only (including used trucks
and trailers) that bear the distinctive letters “"UD" or the
letter "U" and the word "DEALER", end one for dealers in
trailers and/or semitrailers (new or used) that bear the
distinctive letters "DFTR* or the letters "TR" and the word

"DEALER", one for dealers in recreational vehicles that bear

the distinctive letters “RV" or the letter "R" and the word

"DEALER", and one for special license plates. &All markings

for the sferemsneiened various kinds of dealers' plates must
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be placed on the number plates assigned thereto in the
position that the department designates.

(2) All number plates for motor vehicles must be issued
for a minimum period of 4 years, bear a distinctive marking,
and be furnished by the state. In years when number plates
are not issued, the department shall provide nonremovable
stickers bearing appropriate registration npumbers that must
be affixed to the license plates in use.

{3) Subject to the provisions of this section, the
department shall create a new design for aumber plates as
provided in this section, and it shall manufacture the newly
designed number plates for issuance after January 1, 1951,
to replace, at renewal as required in 61-3-312 and 61-3-314,
number plates that were displayed on motor vehicles before
that date.

(4) In the case of motorcars and trucks, number plates
must be of metal 6 inches wide and 12 inches in length. For
number plates issued after 1976, the ocutline of the state of
Montana must be used as a distinctive border on such license
plates, and the word "Montana" and the year must be placed
across the bottom of the plates. Such registration plates
must be treated with a reflectorized background material
according to specifications prescribed by the department.

{(5) The distinctive registration numbers must begin

with a number one or with.a letter-number combination, such
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as A& 1" or "AA 1", or any other similar combination of
letters and numbers and be numbered consecutively for each
series of plates. The distinctive registration number or
letter-number combination assigned to the vehicle must
appear on the plate preceded by the number of the county and
appearing in horizontal <rder on the same horizontal
baseline. The county number must be separated from the
distinctive registration number by a separation mark unless
a letter-number combination is used. The dimensions of such
numerals and letters must be determined by the department,
and all county and registration numbers must be of equal
height.

(6) Por the use of tax-exempt motor vehicles, in
addition to the markings herein provided, number plates must
have thereon the following distinctive markings:

{a) For vehicles owned by the state, the department may
designate the prefix number for the wvarious state
departments. All numbered plates issued to state departments
must bear the words "State Owned", and no year number may be
indicated therescn because these numbered plates are of a
permanent nature and will be replaced by the department only
when the physical condition of numbered plares requires it.

(b) For wvehicles that are owned by the counties,
municipalities, irrigation districts organized under the

laws of Montana and not operating for profit, and schecol
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districts and that are used and operated by officials and

-employees therecf in line of duty and for vehicles on loan

from the United ©States govermment or the state of Montana
to, or owned by, the civil air patrol and used and operated
by officials and employees thereof in the line of duty,
there must be placed on the number plates assigned thereto,
in a position that the department may designate, the letter
"X" or the word “"EXEMPT". Distinctive registration numbers
for plates assigned to motor vwvehicles of each of the
counties in the state and those of the mnmunicipalities and
school districts situated within each of the counties and
those of the irrigation districts that cbtain plates within
each county must begin with number one and be numbered

consecutively. Because these number plates are of a

permanent nature, they are subject to replacement by the

department only when the physical condition of the number

plates requires it ard a year number may not be displayed on

the number plates.

(7) ©n all number plates assigned to motor vehicles of
the truck and trailer type, other than tax-exempt trucks and

Tax—exempt trailers, there must appear the letter “T" or the

word "TRUCK" on plates assigned to trucks and the letters

TR" or the word "TRATILER™ on plares .assigned toc trailers
and housetrailers. The letters "ML or tae word "CYCLE" must

appear on plates assigred to vehicles of the motcrcycle or
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guadricycle type.

(8) Number plates isasued to a passenger car, truck,
trailer, or vehicle of the motorcycle or quadricycle type
may be transferred only te a replacement passenger car,
truck, trailer, or motorcycle~ or guadricycle-type wvehicle.
No registration or license fee may be assessed upon a
transfer of a number plate under 61-3-317 and 61-3-335.

{(8) For ¢the purpose of this chapter, the several
counties of the state are assigned numbers as follows:
Silver Bow, 1; Cascade, 2; Yellowstone, 3; Missoula, 4&;
Lewis and Clark, 5; Gallatin, 6; Flathead, 7; Fergus, 8;
Powder Riwver, 9; Carbon, 10; Phillips, 11; BHill, 12;
Rawvalli, 13:; <Custer, 14; Lake, 15: Dawson, l6; Roosewelt,
17; Beaverhead, 18; Chouteau, 19; Valley, 20; Toole, 21: Big
Horn, 22; Musselshell, 23; Blaine, 24; Madison, 25; Pondera,
26; Richland, 27; Powell, 28; Rosebud, 29; Deer Ledge, 30;
Teton, 31; Stillwater, 32; Treasure, 33:; Sheridan, 34;
Sanders, 35; Judith Basin, 36; Daniels, 37; <&lacier, 38;
Fallon, 39; Sweet Grass, 40; McCone, 41; <Carter, 42;
Broadwacter, 43; MWheatland, 44; Prairie, 45; Granite, 45
Meagher, 47; Liberty, 48; Pactk, 49; Garfield, 50; Jefferson,
51; Wibaux, 52: Golden Valley, 53; Mineral, 5437 Petroleum,
55; Linpecoln, S56. Any new counties twust be assigned susbers
by the department as they may be formed, beqinning with the
number 57,

—2— =8 181
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{10) Each type of special license plate approved by the

legislature, except collegiate license plates authorized in

61-3-463, must be a separate series of plates, numbered as

provided in subsection (5), except that the c¢ounty number

must be replaced by a nonremovable design or decail

designating the group or organization to which the applicant

belongs. Unless otherwise specifically stated in this

section, the special plates are subject to the same rules

and laws as govern the issuance of regular license plates,

must be placed or mounted on a vehicle owned by the person

who is eligible to receive them, and must be removed upon

sale or other disposition of the vehicle. The special

license plates must be issued to national guatd members,

former priscners o©of war, handicapped persons, reservists,

and disabled veterans, AND SURVIVORS OF THE PEARL HARBOR

ATTACK who comply with the following provisions:

{a) An active member of the Montana national guard may

be issued a special license plate with a design or decal

displaying the letters "NG". The adjutant general shall

issue to each active member of the Montana national guard a

certificate authorizing the division to issue one set of

national quard plates, ‘and the member shall surrender the

plates to the division upon becoming ineligible to use them.

(b) An active member of the reserve armed forces of the

United States of America who is a resident of this state may
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be issued a special license plate with a design or decal

displaying the follewing: United States army reserve, AR

(symbol); United sStates naval reserve, NR (anchor}; United

States air force reserve, AFR (symbol); United States marine

corps reserve, MCR (globe and anchor). The commanding

officer of each armed forces reserve unit shall issue to

each eligible member of the reserve unit a certificate

authorizing the issuance of one set of plates., The member

shall surrender the plates to the division upon becoming

ineligible to use them.

{c}) A resident of Montana who is a veteran of the armed

forces of the United States and who is 100% disabled because

of an injury that has been determined by the veterans'

administration to be service-connected may, upon

pregsentation to the division of prooef of the 100%

digability, be issued a special license plate under this

section with a design or decal displaying the letters "DV".

{i) The fee for original or renewal registration by a

100% disabled veteran for a passenger vehicle or a truck

with a GVW-rated capacity of 1 ton or less is $5 and is in

lieu of all other fees and taxes for that vehicle under this

chapter.

{ii) Special license plates issued to a disabled veteran

are not transferrable to another person.

(iii) A disabled veteran is not entitled to a special
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license plate for more than one vehicle.

{(iv) & wehicle lawfully displaying a disabled veteran's

plate and that is conveying a 100% disabled veteran is

entitled to the parking privileges allowed a handicapped

person's vehiclie under this title,

(d) A Montana resident who is a veteran of the armed

forces of the United States and was captured and held

prisoner by a military force of a foreign nation, documented

by his service record, may upon application and pragsentation

cf proof be issued a special license plate with a design or

decal displaying the words ‘“ex-prisoner of war" or an

abbreviation as the department considers appropriate.

(E) UPCN PAYMENT GF ALL TAXES AND FPEES REQUIRED BY

PARTS 3 AND 5 OF THIS CHAPTER AND [UPON TURNISHING PRCOF

SATISFACTORY TO THE DEPARTMENT THAT THE APPLICANT MEETS THE

REQUIREMENTS OF THIS SUBSECTION (E), THE DEPARTMENT SHALL

ISSUE TO A MONTARA RESIDENT WHO IS A VETERAN OF THE ARMED

SERVICES OF THE UNITED STATES SPECIAL LICENSE PLATES, FOR

ONE MOTOR VEHICLE ONLY, DESIGNED TO TINDICATE THAT THE

APPLICANT IS A SURVIVOR OF THE PEARL HARBOR ATTACK IF THE

APPLICANT WAS A MEMBER OF THE UNITED STATES ARMED FORCES ON

DECEMBER 7, 1941, WAS ON STATION ON DECEMBER 7, 1941, DORING

THE HOIRS OF 7:55 A.M. TO 9:45 A.M. {HAWAII TIME)} AT PEARL

‘HARBOR, THE TSLAND OF OAHU, DR OFFSHORE AT -A DISTANCE OF NOT

MORE THAN 3 MILES, AND RECETVED AN HONORABLE DISCHARGE FROM
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THE UNITED STATES ARMED FORCES. IF SPECIAL LICENSE PLATES

ISSUED UNDER THIS SUBSECTION ARE LOBT, STOLEN, OR MUTILATED,

THE RECIPIENT OF THE PLATES IS ENTITLED TC REPLACEMENT

PLATES UFON REQUEST AND WITHOUT CHARGE.

te¥(F) A Montana resident who is eligible tc receive a

special parking permit under 49-4-301 may, upon written

application on a form prescribed by the department, be

issued a special license plate with a design or decal

bearing a representation of a wheelchair as the symbol of

the handicapped person.”

Section 9. section 61-3-333, MCA, is amended to read:

"§1-3-333. Replacing number plates. In the event of
loss, mutilation, or destruction of number plates, and/or
validation devices, the owner of the registered motor
vehicle may obtain from the department duplicates thereof or

replacements of the number plates upon Ffiling sworn

declaration showing sueh that fact and payment of a fee of
$2. In the event of loss, mutilation, or destruction of
pioneer plates, duplicates may be obtained in the same
manner upon payment of a fee of $5.*

Section 10. section 61-3-465, MCA, is amended to read:

"§1-3-465. Issuance -~ application — additionai fee —-
disposition. (1) The department shall issue or renew
collegiate license plates upon receipt of an application

that shows:
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{a} compliance with 61-3-3037-6§+-3-364, 61-3-~311, and
61-3-312; and

(b) payment to the county treasurer of:

{i) an initial application and manufacturing fee of
$2.50, when required; and

{ii} an annual scholarship donation of $20 for the
benefit of the institution named in the application.

(2) Once each month the county treasurer shall transfer
to the state treasurer the total of the amounts collected
for:

ta) the initial application and manufacturing fee for
deposit in the Montana state prison industries account in
the proprietary fund for appropriation by the legislature to
pay the cost of manufacturing collegiate license plates; and

{b) scholarship donations provided for in subsection
{1)(b){ii), along with a schedule showing the number of
collegiate 1license plates issued and the total donations
received for the benefit of each institution.

{3) Once each month the state treasurer shall
distribute to the student academic scholarship fund or
foundation of each institution an amount egual to the total
donations credited to that institution and transferred to
the state treasurer by the county treasurers during the

preceding month.”

Section 11. sSection 61-3-510, MCA, is amended to read:
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"61-3-510. Weed control fee. {1) A special weed control
fee of $1.50 must be assessed on the annual registration or
reregistration of each motar vehicle subject to
registration. The fee must be collected by the county
treasurer.

(2) For purposes of this section, motor vehicle
includes:

ta) motor vehicle as defined in 61-1-102;

(b} motorcycle as defined in 61-1-105:

(Cc) mcotor-driven cycle as defined in 61-i-106; and

{d) guadricycle as defined in £1-1-133.

(3) The following vehicles are exempt from the fee:

(a) vehicles owned or controlled by the United States
or a state, county, or city:;

{b) vehicles exempt from payment of registration fees
by 61-3-321+%}{8); and

tc) vehicles or equipment which is not self-propelled
or which reguires towing when moved upon a highway of this

state."
Section 12. sSection 61-3-601, MCA, is amended to read:
"61-3-601. Penalty for violations. Except as otherwise
provided, a violation of any of the provisions of this

chapter is a misdemeanor and is punishable by a fine not

exceeding $§25% $500. Nothing contained-meseis in this section

prevents the prosecution of a person for an offense
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commitced under any other law.”

Section 13. section 61-3-604, MCA, is amended to read:

"61-3-604. Penalty for altering identification number.
{1} A person who willfully removes or falsifies an
identification number of a meotor vehicle or motor vehicle
engine is quilty of a misdemeancr.

{(2) Any person or persons, firm, or corporation whiein
that sells or offers for sale in this state a vehicle the
original vehicle identification number of which has been
destroyed, removed, altered, covered, or defaceds-with-the
excoeprion—of-stecericatiy-prepetied-vehicien; is guilty of a
misdemeancr and upon conviction therecf shall be punished by
a fine of not less than $200 or wmore than %500 and by
imprisonment in the county jail for a term of not less than
30 days or more than 180 days. Upcon a second or subsequent
conviction under this subsection, the punishment shall be
imprisonment in the state priscn for a term of not less than
1 year or more than 5 years or a fine in an amount not to
exceed 350,000, or both such fine and impriscnment.”

Section 14. section 61-4-101, MCA, is amended to read:

“61-4-1061. Application for dealer's license. (1) Every
person, firm, corperation, or association which, for
commission or profit, engages in the business of buying,
selling, e=xchanging, coffering, tazing for consignment,

soliciting, advertising the sale of, or acting as a broker
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of new motor vehigles, recraational vehigles, used motor
vehiclea, trailers (except trailars having an unloaded
waight of less than 500 pounds), semitrailers, or special
mobile eguipment as defined in 61-1-104 shall file, by mail
or otherwise, in the office of the department a verified
application for licenaure as a dealer, on a blank t@ bhe
furnished by the department for that purpose and containing
the information reguired. The application and all of the
information contained in it must be verified by the Mentang
highway--patrol department, Each application must be
accompanied by the license fee specified in 61-4-102. A
dealer's license must be reneved and paid for amrnually, and
an application for relicensure must be filed not later than
Jangary 1 of each year. If an application for reénewal of a
license has been received by the department prior to the
expiration of the 1license, the dealer may operate his
business and display dealer plates under the expired license
between January 1 and February 15 folliowing expiration.

{2) To qualify for licensure and the issuance and use
of *p", "gbp", “RVY, “DTR", or "MCD" plates as hereinafter
provided, the applicant Rusy fyrnish the folloying
information and qualify ynder the following pravisiong:

(a) To gualify as a new motor vehigle dealer and for
the use of "D" plates, the applicant must:

(i) state the name¢ under which the busingss is to he
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conducted and the location of the premises (street address,
city, county, and state) where records are kept, sales are
made, and stock of motor vehicles is displayed;

(ii) state the name and address cof all owners or persons
having an interest in the business, provided that in the
case of a corporation, the names and addresses of the
president and secretary are sufficient;

(iii) state the name and make of all moteor vehicles
handled and the name and address of the manufacturer,
importer, or distributor with whom the applicant has a
written new motor vehicle franchise or sales agreement;

{iv) execute a certificate to the effect that the
applicant has a permanent building for the display and sale
of new motor vehicles at the location of the premises where
sales are conducted;

(v) execute a certificate to the effect that the
applicant has a bona fide service department for the repair,
service, and maintenance of motor vehicles: and

(vi) execute a certificate to the effect that the
applicant is a bona fide dealer in new motor vehicles and
that he 1is recognized by a manufacturer, importer, or
distributor as a dealer in new motor vehicles.

{b) To qualify as a used motor vehicle dealer and for
the use of "UD" plates er, as a recreational vehicle dealer

and for the use of "RV" plates, as a trailer, semitrailer,
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or special mobile equipment dealer and for the use of “DTR"
plates, or as a motorcycle or guadricycle dealer and for the
use of "MCD" plates, the épplicant must shall, in addition
to the matters set forth in subsectiona (i) and (ii) of
subsection {(2)(a) above, provide:

(i) a statement that the applicant has a building or
lot and a sign readable at a minimum distance of 150 feet
indicating the firm name as the principal place of business
and that vehicles are offered for sale; and

{ii} a certificate to the effect that the applicant is a
bona fide dealer in used motor vehicles, recreational
vehicles, trailers, semitrailers, special mobile equipment,
motorcycles, or quadricycles. An applicant for a
recreational vehicle dealer license must shall alsc indicate
on the same certificate that he is recognized by a
manufacturer, importer, or distributor as a dealer in
recreational vehicles.

(c) To qualify for a used motor vehicle dealer’'s
license, a person must shall submit an annual application
for that license and comply with the provisions of
61-4-102(5) in addition to fulfilling the requirements cof
sybsection (2)(b).

(d} The provisions of subsection (2)(c¢) dc not apply to
an applicant whco (s licensed as a motor vehicle wrecking

facility under the provisicns of Title 75, chapter 10, part
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(3) {a) The applicant for a dealer's license gshall also
file with his application a good and sufficient bond in the
sum cof $5,000, and the bond must be conditioned that the
applicant shall conduct his business in accordance with the
requirements of the law, All bonds must rus to the state of
Montana, must be approved by the department and filed in its
office, and must be renewed annually.

{b} & perscn who suffers loss or damage due toc the
unlawful conduct of a dealer licensed under this section
shall cbtain a judgment from a court of competent
jurisdiction prior to collecting the judgment from the
department, The department is responsible for payment under
this section, in am amount not to exceed the maximum bond
amcunt, only if the judgment on which the payment is based
determines a specific loss or damage amount and concludes
that the dealer's unlawful operation caused the loss oOr
damage ."

Secrian~15--~Semtiam—61-6—3837 —MEAF - i s—amanded - ro-reads

283 —-f~382v--Proof-of-cempiiance:-{1}-Execepr-as--provided
tn-sobyeetian-+237 ~before—any-appitcant-reguired-to-regiriter
nta—-petor--vehicte—may-do-sor—the-applicant-muse-cerrify—we
she-—county——treasurer-—that--he--possesses——an--—autemobiie
krabtiity-insnrance-poticyr-a-certificare-of-seif-insurance;

or—-a--posted——tndemnt ty-—bond-or—shae-he-is-etigibie—for—an
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exemption-under—61-6-383-eovering-—the--motor——véhickdr -~ Phe
certification---ahati-——-be--on--a-~form--prescribed--by--the
deparemeént--Fhe-—deparenent--may--immediatéty--daneed-—~the
registration---and---ticense——piastes—-of--the--vehickte--upoen
netificarion——rhat——che——insurance--certification--was-~-not
esrrestiy-rupreséntad:-Any-person-whe-intentionaiiy-provides
farse-informatron-on-an-rnsurance—certificarion-s-guatiey-of
unsworn-fatsification-eo-authorities;—punishanle-as-provided
En-45-F-203<
$24--An--appiicant--for--regiatration—of-a-meter-vehieid
who-wishes-to-register—the—-vehielte--by-——maii--must--sign--a
statement--sn——the-applicabion-stating-thse-the-appiicant-is
in—eempiécnee—wibh—cﬁe-ﬁénanei:1-*iaﬁiiity——tequéremeﬁes--e!
63-6-30%+
f3%131--Aﬂf—owner~—aE——s-—motor—~veh§eie--whdh—eeaBGS*ﬁs

maineatn-the-insyranes-or-bond-required under--61-6-38% or

whese-—-certificate-—of --setf-insuranes—-is-cancétdd-or-whose
velicte-caasasto-be—exempt under—63-6-363 shaii-immediately
surrender——Ehe--regisrrarion--and--license—-pFatey——for -~ e
velitele—-te-—tie——caunty——ereasurer——for--delivery-—fo-—- e
deparement ——gnd--may- -net-operstd-gr-pertiit-operatisn-of- £Ne
vehteie-in-Montana-artt i b-rsurance-iss-agsn—bedn-—Furnished
as---pequired--and--the-—vehiaid-—is-—again-—registered--dnd
imanyeds

t4F¢2Y-—Every A persen-ahsll-cdrry-if--a--mstdr--vekieis
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being--operated--by--him--an--insurance-card-approved-by-the
department-but-i9sued-by-the-insurance-earrier-to-che-—motor
vehicle-—awner-as-proeof-of-compiiance-with-6-6-38~-A-moeer
vehicie-operator--shati--exhibir--the--insurance-—card--upon
demand-of-a-justice-of-the-peacey-a-ctty-or-munteipatr-judges
a-peace-officer7-a-highway-patrot-officer;-er-a-£ietd-deputy
er-inspector-cf-the—departments-Howevery-noe A& person-charged
with~-viatating-—this--subsectien-may not be-convicted-if€-he
produces-in—-court-or—-the-office--ef-—the--arresting——officer
presf-ef-insurance-vatid-at-the-time-of-nis-arresesd

SECTION 15. SECTION 15-70-101, MCA, IS AMENDED TO READ:

"15-70-101. Disposition of funds - contingent

reduction of allocation. All taxes, interest, and penalties

collected under this chapter, except those collected by a
justice's court, shall be turned over promptly to the state
treasurer, who shall place the same in the state special
revenue fund to the credit of the department of highways.

Prase PExcept as provided in subsection (9), those funds

hereinbelow allocated to cities, towns, and counties shall
be paid by the department of highways from the state special
revenue fund to such cities, towns, and counties.

{1) $14,000,000 of the funds collected under this
chapter, except those collected by a justice's court, is
statutorily appropriated, as provided in 17-7-502, to the

department of highways and shall be alleocated each fiscal
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year on a monthly basis to the counties and incorporated
cities and towns in Montana for construction,
reconstruction, maintenance, and repair of rural rcads and
city or town streets and alleys, as provided in subsections
(1){a) through (1)(c):

{a) $54,000 shall be designated for the purposes and
functions of the Montana rural technical assistance
transportation program in Bozeman;

(b)Y $6,323,000 shall be divided among the varicus
counties in the foilowing manner:

{i) 40% in the ratio that the rural road mileage in
each county, exclusive of the federal-aid interstate system
and the federal-aid primary system, bears to the total rural
road mileage in the state, exclusive of the federal-aid
interstate system and the federal-aid primary system;

{ii) 40% in the ratio that the rural population in each
county outside incorporated cities and towns bears to the
total rural population in the state outside incorporated
cities and towns;

{iii) 20% in the ratic that the land area of each county
bears to the total land area of the state;

{¢) $7,623,000 shall be divided among the incorporated
cities and towns in the feollowing manner:

iy 50% of the sum in the ratio that :the popularion

within the corporate limits of the city or town bears to the
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total population within corporate limits of all the cities
and towns in Montana;

{ii) S0% in the ratio that the city or town street and
alley mileage, exclusive of the federal-aid interstate
system and the federal-aid primary system, within corporate
iimits bears to the total street and alley mileage,
exclusive of the federal-aid interstate system and
federal-aid primary system, within the corporate limits of
all cities and towns in Montana.

{2} All funds hereby allocated t¢ counties, cities, and
towns shall be used for the censtruction, reconstruction,
maintenance, and repair of rural roads, city or town streets
and alleys or for the share which such city, town, or county
might otherwise expend for proportionate matching of federal
funds allocated for the construction of roads or streets
which are part of the federal-aid primary or secondary
highway system or urban extensions thereto, except that the
governing body of a town or third-class city, as defined in
7-1-4111, may each year expend no more than 25% of the funds
allocated to that town or third-class city for the purchase
of capital eguipment and supplies to be used for trie
maintenance and repair of town or third-class dity streets
and alleys.

{3) Upon receipt =f the allocation provided herein, the

governing bodies of the recipient counties, cities, and
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towns shall inform the department of highways of the
purposes for which the funds will be expended so that the
county commissioners, the governing body, and the department
of highways may cootdinate the expenditure of public funds
for road improvements.

(4 All funds hereby allocated to counties, cities, and
towns shall be disbursed to the lowest résponsible bidder
according to applicable bidding procedures followed in all
cases where the contract for construction, reconstruction,
maintenarice, or repair is in excess of $4,000.

(S5) For the purposes of this section where diatribution
cf funds is made on a basis related to population, the
population shall be détermined by the last preceding
official federal census.

{6) For the purposes of this section where
determination of mileage is necessary for distribution of
funds, it shall be the responsibility of the cities, towns,
and counties te furanish to the department of highways a
yearly certified statement indicating the total mileagé
within their respective areas applicable to this chapter.
All mileage submitted shall be subject to review and
approval by thHe departfient of highways.

(7)Y Except by a town or third-class city as provided in-
subsection (2), none of the funds authorized by this section

shall be used for the purchase of capital equipment.
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{8) Funds authorized by this section shall be used for
construction and maintenance programs only.

{9) The department of justice, upon determining that

the county treasurer of a county fails to enforce the

provisions of 61-6-302, shall certify that fact to the

department of highways, and the depactment of highways shall

decrease the payment to that county under the provisions of

subsgection (l}(b) by 25% for each year until the department

of justice subsequently certifies that the county treasurer

is no longer failing to enforce the provisions of 61-6-302."

NEW SECTION. SECTIQON 16. COQRDINATION INSTRUCTION. ON

PASSAGE AND APPROVAL OF THIS BILL, HOUSE BILL NO. 38 IS

voID.

NEW SECTION. Section 17. Repealer. Sections 10-1-110,
61-3-204, 61-3-444, 61-3-445, 61-3-447, 61-3-451, and
61-3-505, MCA, are repealed,

NEW SECTION. Section 18. Instructions to code
commissioner. To conform with the provisions of [this act],
the code commissioner shall make the following revisions:

(1) in 49-4-302(2) and {3), change 61-3-451 to
61-3-332(10}{c});

{2) in 49-4-304(1), change 61-3-445 to
61-3-332¢28)tey(10)(F);

(3) in 61-3-313(3), change 61-3-451 to 61-3-332(10)(c);

(4) in 61-3-4467:
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(A) change:

ta¥y(I) 61-3-444 to 61-3-332(10)(d):
thbY(I1) 61-3-445 to 61-3-332+¢18)te}(10)(F);
te}(II1T) 61-3-447 to 61-3-332(10)(b}; and
td¥(IV) 61-3-451 to 61-3-332(10){c); AND
{B). INSERT 61-3-332(10}{E);

(5) imn 61-3-452, 61-3-453, 61-3-454, 61-3-455, and
61-3-504(2), change 63-3-451 to 61-3-332(10)(c);

(6} in 61-3-507, delete "and 61-3-505" at the end of
subsection {1) in the temporary version and at the end of
the permanent version.

-End-
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HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT

March 21, 1991
Page 1 of 2

Mr. Speaker: We, the committee on _Highways and Transportation
report that Senate Bill 191 (third reading copy -- blpe) be
concurred in as amended . /

Signed:

Carried

aAnd, that such amendments read:

1. Title, line 12.

Following: "PURPOSE;"

Insert: "PROVIDING THAT A DISABLED VETERAN HAS THE GPTION OF
RECEIVING A HANDICAPPED LICENSE PLATE OR, IF QUALIFIED, AN
EX-PRISONER OF WAR LICENSE PLATE;"

2. Page 22, line 9.
Following: ""“Dv""

Insert: "or the handicapped license plate provided for in €1-3-
445"

3. Page 22, line 14.

Following: "chapter.”

Insert: "A disabled veteran who meets the requirements for
issuance of a "DV" license plate and who alsoc qualifies for
the issuance of an ex-prisoner of war license plate may

obtain the ex-prisoner of war license plate upon payment of
the same $5 fee."

4. Page 41, line 11 through page 45, line 10.

Strike: section 15 in its entirety

Insert: "Section 15. Section 61-6-302, MCA, is amended to read:
"g1-6-302. Proof of compliance. (1)

2 - .' In. hi 1 P
sansel—the-—registration—and -—Hieaw nietes—ofi—the—vehie g
611135SC.HSF

March 21, 1991
Page 2 of 2

3} An owner of a motor vehicle who ceases to maintain the
insurance or bond required under 61-6-301 or whose certificate of
self-insurance is canceled Or whose vehicle ceases to be exempt
under 61~6-303 shall immediately surrender the registration and
Iicense plates for the vehicle to the county treasurer for
delivery to the department and may not operate or permit
operation of the vehicle in Montana until insurance has again
bezen furnished as regquired and the vehicle is again registered
and licensed.

+43(2) EBve®sy A person shall carry in a motor vehicle being
operated by him an insurance card approved by the department but
issued by the insurance carrier to the motor vehicle owner as
proof of compliance with 61-6-301. A motor vehicle operator shall
exhibit the insurance card upon demand of a justice of the peace,
a city or municipal judge, a peace officer, a highway patrol
officer, or a field deputy or inspector of the department,
Hewavery—ae A person charged with violating this subsection may
not be convicted if he produces in court or the office of the

arresting officer proof of insurance valid at the time of his
arrest.""
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SENATE BILL NO. 191
INTRODUCED BY T. BECK

BY REQUEST OF THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

A BILL FPOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO GENERALLY REVISE
MOTOR VEHICLE REGISTRATION AND TITLING LAWS: PELE¥ENG-FHE
REQUIREMENT-POR-CERTIFPICAPION-OP-bTABTHIP¥-FNSHRANEE-ON--FPHE
REG¥SPRATPFON---RECEEPP+ PRCOVIDING FOR THE ISSUANCE OF

SPECIAL-PURPOSE LICENSE PLATES, INCLUDING LICENSE PLATES

ISSUED TO SURVIVORS OF THE PEARL HARBOR ATTACK, BY CREATING

A GENERIC PLATE WITH A DESIGN OR DECAL INDICATING THE

SPECIAL PURPOSE; PROVIDING THAT A DISABLED VETERAN HAS THE

OPTION OF RECEIVING A HANDICAPPED LICENSE PLATE OR, IF

QUALIFIED, AN EX-PRISONER OF WAR LICENSE PLATE; CREATING A

NEW CLASS OF DEALER PLATE FOR RECREATIONAL VEHICLE DEALERS;
ALLOWING FOR REPLACEMENT PLATES INSTEAD OF ISSUING DUPLICATE
LICENSE PLATES; REMOVING THE EXCEPTION FOR ELECTRICALLY
DRIVEN VEHICLES IN THE VEHICLE IDENTIFICATION NUMBER
STATUTE; TRANSFERRING THE DUTY OF INSPECTING DEALERS FROM
THE HIGHWAY PATROL TO THE MOTOR VEHICLE DIVISION; PROVIDING
THAT EXEMPT PLATES BE REISSUED ONLY WHEN DAMAGED OR
DESTROYED; INCREASING THE PENALTY FOR VIOLATING VEHICLE
TITLING, REGISTRATION, OR TAXATION LAWS; REDPHEING--TPHE

AEESEATIEN-OFP -GASOEINE-PAK-PUNDS—FO-&-COUNTPY-FOR-PRIEERE--I9

ENFPOREE--PHE- -PRBGF--8F~-EEMPEIANEE-PROVESEIEGN; VOIDING HOUSE
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BILL WO. 498; AMENDING SECTIONS 35-78-18%7 61-1-130,
61-3-101, 6i-~3-201, 61-3-205, 61-3-206, 61-3-303, 61-3-305,
61-3-332, 61-3-333, 61-3-465, 61-3-510, 61-3-60r, 61-3-604,
ANB 61-4-101, ANB-6%+-6-382y AND 61-6-302, MCA; AND REPEALING
SECTIONS 10-1-11Q0, 61-3-304, 61-3-444, 61-3-445, 61-3-447,

61-3-451, AND 61-3-505, MCA."

BE IT ENWNACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
Section 1. sSection 61-1-130, MCA, is amended to read:
"61-1-130. Motor ho@e. "Motor home" as used in 61-3-521

and 61-3-522 means a seif-prepeiied motor vehicle svigimaiiy

designed--or-—-permanentiy--altered--to---provide---temperary
facttiries-for-recreationaty-travety-osr-eamping-use:

(1) designed to provide temporary living guarters,

built as an integral part of or permanentiy attached to a

self-propelled mctor vehicle chassis or vanjy

{(2) containing permanently installed independent life

support systems that meet the ANSI/A119.2 standard; and

(3) providing at least four of the follewing types cf

faciliities:

(a) cooking, refrigeration, or icebox;

o

b) seif-contained toilet;

|

L

heating cor air-conditioning, or both;

id) potable water supply, including o faucet ard sink;

OF
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{e) separate 110-wvolt or 125-volt electrical power

supply or a liguified petroleum gas supply, or both."

Section 2. Ssection 61-3-101, MCA, is amended to read:

"61-3-101. Duties of department -- reccrds. (l) The
department shall keep a record as hereinafter specified in
this section of alil motor vehicles, trailers. and

semitrailers of every kind, and of certificates of

registration and ownership theresf of those vehicles, and of

2ll manufactyrers and dealers in motor vehicles.

{(2) In the case of motor vehicles, «trailers, and
semitrailers, the record sha:i must show the followings

(a) name of owner, residence by town and county, and
business address;

{b}) name and address of conditional sales vendor.,
mortgagee, or other lienholder and amount due under contract
or lien:

(c¢) manufacturer of eas vehicle;

(d) manufacturer's designation of style of cap--or
vehicle:

{e) identifying number;

(£} vyear of manufacture;

{g) character of motive power and shipping weight of
car vehicle as shown by the manufacturer;

(") the distinctive license number assicned o the

vehicle if any;
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(i) 1if a truck or trailer, the number of tons' capacity
or GVW if imprinted on manufacturer's identification plate;

{j) except as provided in 61-3-103, the name and

complete address of any holder of a perfected security

interest in a vehicle; and

t4+(k)} =ueh other information as that may from time to
time be found desirable.

(3) The department shall file applications for
registration received by it from the county treasurers of
the state and register the vehicles therein described in the

applicaticns and the owners theresf of che vehicles in

suitable books or on index cards, as follows:

(a) wunder the distinctive Llicense number assigned to
the vehicle by the county treasurer;

{b) alphabetically under the name of the owner;

{c} numerically under make and identifying number of
the vehicle; and

{d} sueh other index of registration as the department
considers expedient.

{4) Vehicle registration records and indexes and
driver's license records and indexes may be maintained by
electronic recording and storage media.

(5) In the case of dealers, the records sha*t must show
the informaticn contained in the application for dealer's

license as reguired by 61-4~101 through 6i-4-105, as well as

-4- SB 191
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the distinctive license number assigned to the dealer.
(6) In order to prevent an accumulation of unneeded
records and files, the department shaii-have--the--authertty

and-—tt--shati--be--itts has the authority and the duty to

destroy all records and files whieh that have ceased to be
of-any have value.

(7) The department may establish and maintain a
short-wave radio station in order to report motor vehicle
registration information to the highway patrol, to sheriffs,
and to the chiefs of police of each incorporated city of the
state who are able to communicate with smeh the short-wave
radio satation.

{8) All reccrds shai} must be open teo inspection during
all reasonable business hours, and the department shall
furnish any informaticn from the records upon payment by the
applicant of the cost o©of transcribing the information
requested.”

Section 3. Section 61-3-201, MCA, is amended to read:

“61-3-201. Transfer of interest -- cancellation of
erronecus certificate of ownership. (1) Upon a transfer of
any interest in a motor vehicle registered under the
provisions of this chapter, the person whose interest is to
be transferred shall write his signature with pen and ink
upon the certificate of cwnership issued for the wenicle in

the appropriate space provided upon-the-reverss-stde-af-tne

-&- S$B 191

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22

23

25

SB 0191/04

ecertifieate, and the signature must be acknowledged before
the county treasurer, a deputy county treasurer, ©or a notary
public.

(2) Within 20 calendar days after endorsement, the
transferee shall forward both the endorsed certificate of
ownership with the odometer mileage statement reguired under
61-3-206 and the certificate of registration, together with
the information required under &1-3-202, to the county
treasurer, who shall forward them to the department., The
department may not issue a certificate of ownership or
certificate of registration until the ocutstanding
certificates are surrendered to that office or their loss is
established to its reasonable satisfaction. Failure to make
application within the 20-day grace periocd subjects the
transferee to a penalty of 510. The ccunty treasurer shail
collect the penalty at the time of registration. The penalty
is in addition tc the fees otherwise provided by law. If rhe
transferee does not make application within 25 days, a
creditor or secured party may pay the fees for the transfer
of title and filing of security interest or lien in order to
have title transfierred to the transferee and have the
security interest or lien filed. The creditcr or secured
party 1is not liable for the penalty, registraticn fees, or
taxes. The departrent shall return the cerzificate =f tizle

to the county treasurer as provided in /1-3-.03(1). When twnhe
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certificate of ownership 1is returned by the department to
the county treasurer, the treasurer shall hold the
certificate of ownership until the vehicle is properly
registered.

(3) 1In the event of a transfer by operation of law cof
any interest in a motor wvehicle as upon inheritance, devise,
or beqguest, order in bankruptcy or insolvency, execution
sale, repossession upon defazult in the performance of the
terms of a lease or executory sales contract, or otherwise
than by voluntary act of the person whose title or interest
is transferred, the executor, administrator, receiver,
trustee, sheriff, or other representative or successor in
interest of the person whose interest is transferred shall
forward to the department an application for a certificate

of ownership in the form required by the department fer-an

stigtnat--apptication--for-—-a--certificate——-of---ownersahip,
together with a wverified or certified statement of the
transfer of interest. The statement must set forth the
reason for the involuntary transfer, the 1lnterest
transferred, the name of the person to whom the interest is
to be transferred, the process of procedure effecting the
transfer, and other information reguested by the department.
Evidence and instruments ctherwise required by law to effect
a transfer of legal or equitable title to or an interest in

chattels as may be required in such cases must be furnished
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with the statement. If the department is satisfied that the
transfer is regular and that all formalities required by law
have been complied with, it shall send to the owner,
conditional sales wvendor, lessor, mortgagee, and other
lienor, as shown by its records, notice of the intended
transfer and, not 1less than 5 days after sending notice,
snall issue a new certificate of ownership and certificate
of registration to the transferee. The notice required by
this section is complied with by deposit in the post office
in Deer Lodge, Montana, of the notice, postage prepaid,
addressed to the person at the respective address shouwn on
its records.

(4) when the vehicle certificate of ownership that is
involuntarily transferred is not registered in this state,
the procedure in subsection (1) must be folierd in applying
for a new certificate of ownership and certificate of

registration but; however, in lieu of the statement required

in subsection (3), the department may accept an affidavit of

repossession on the form provided by the state in which a

lien has been perfected and the department need not send

notice of intended transfer and shall issue E new
certificate of ownership and a new certificate of
registration to the person entitled to them the
certificates,

15} {(a) If the owner of one cr more motor vehicles,

-g- 8B 191
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trailers, semitrailers, or housetrailers registered under
this chapter and not exceeding a combined value of 515,000
dies without leaving other property necessitating the
procuring of letters of administration or letters
testamentary, the surviving spouse or other heir uniess the
property is by will otherwise bequeathed may secure cransfer
of the decedent’s certificate of ownership and the
certificate of registration for the vehicle.

(b) The person seeking transfer of the certificate of
ownership shall file an affidavit with the department
setting forth the fact of survivorship and the name and
address of any other heirs and other facts as are necessary
under subsection (5){(a} to entitle the affiant to a
transfer.

{c) The department 1s authorized to transfer the
certificate of ownership and certificare of registraticn,
subject to all security interests shown by its records, upcon
receipt of an affidavit showing that the affiant is entitled
to a transfer under the provisions of subsection (5}(a) of
this sectien,

(6) Nothing in subsection (5) prevents any a secured
party from assigning his interest in a motor vehicle
registered under the provisions of this chapter to any other
perscn withaut the consent of and without affecting the

interest of the holder of tne certificate of ownership and
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certificate of registration. Upon any assignment by a
secured party of his security interest in any motor vehicle
registered under this chapter, a copy of the assignment must
be filed with the department and a record of the assignment
made upon its records.

{7) The certificate of ownership is valid until
canceled by the department upon a transfer of any interest
shown in the certificate, and annual renewal is not needed.

(8) {a) Upon its determination that a certificate of
ownership contains an error caused by the department, the
department may cancel the certificate of cwnership and issue
a replacement for cthe erroneocus certificate if the owner has
returned the certificate to be canceled.

{b) Any person who fails to return a certificate of
ownership issued with an error caused by the department
after receiving acrual notice of the department's demand for
the return of the certificate as required by subsection
(8)}(a) is guilty cf a misdemeanor and upen cconviction may be
fined an amount not to exceed $500."

Section 4. section 61-3-205, MCA, is amended to read:

"61-3-205. Transfer of ownership of wvehicles by
insurance company. {l1) When an insurance company or its
adjuster has taken possession of a motor vehicle as a result

b sectling an

urance <la:im and trarsfers ownersnip of

the mator vehicie, 1t shall deliver tc the transferee at the
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time of transfer a certificate of ownership signed and

acknowledged by the registered cwner or owners before the

county treasurer, a deputy county treasurer, or a notary
public,

(2) If the certificate of ownership names one or more
holders of a perfected security interest in the motor
vehicle, the Iinsurance c¢ompany or its adjuster shall also
secure and deliver to the transferee a release from the
secured party of the security interest.”

Section 5. section 51-3-206, MCA, is amended to read:

"61-3-206. Odometer disclosure requirements on transfer
of vehicle -- dealer to preserve record. (1) Except as
provided in subsection (3), before executing any transfer of
ownership document relating to a motor vehicle, each seller
of a moetor vehicle shall record on the certificate of
ownership the odometer reading at the time of transfer or,
if the certificate of ownership doces not provide for the

recording of the odometer reading, furnish to the purchaser

a written statement signed by eaeh the seller, who shall

also print his name on the written statement, containing the

following information:
(a) the odometer reading at the time of transfer;
(b} the date of rransfer;:
{c) the seller’'s name and current address:

{d} the purchaser's name and current address;
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(e) the vehicle year, make, model, body style, and
identification number;

(£) one of the Following statements or certification:

{i1) a certification by the seller that, to the best of
his knowledge, the odometer reading reflects the actual
miles or kilometers the vehicle has been driven;

{ii) if the seller knows that the odemeter reading
reflects the amount of mileage in excess of the designed
mechanical odometer limit of 99,999 miles or kilometers, he
shall include a statement to that effect: or

(iii) if the seller knaws that the odometer reading
differs £from the number of miles cr kilometers the vehicle
has actually traveled and that the difference is greater
than that caused by odometer calibratiaon error, he shall
include a statement that the odometer reading is not the
actual mileage and should not be relied upon.

{2) The purchaser shall acknowledge receipt of the

disclosure statement by signing it and printing his name on

the disclosure statement.

(3) The seller of the focllowing types of motor vehicles
need not disclose the odometer reading of the vehicle as
required in subsection {1):

{a) a motor vehicle that is 10 years old or clder;

{(b) a vehicle that is not self-propelled:

{c) a new motor vehicle transferred bhetween dealers

=12~ SB 191
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prior to its first retail sale, unless such vehicle has been
used as a demonstrator;

{d) a vehicle having a gross weight rating of more than
16,000 pounds; or

{e} a wvehicle =sold directly by the manufacturer to an
agency of the United States.

(4) A dealer licensed under 61-4-101 shall create a
record of the information reguired in subsection (1) and
shall maintain and preserve that record for at least 5 years
after the date of sale of the motor vehicle to which the
information pertains."

Section 6. Section 61-3-303, MCA, is amended to read:

"61-31-303. Application Eor registration. (1) Every
cwner of a motor vehicle operated or driven upon the public
highways of this state shall for each motor vehicle cowned,
except as herein otherwise expressly provided, file or cause
to be filed in the office of the county treasurer where the
owner makes his permanent residence at the time of making
the application or, if the vehicle is owned by a corporation
or used primarily for commercial purposes, in the taxing
jurisdiction of the county where the vehicle is permanently
assigned, an application for registration or reregistration
upon a blank form to be prepared and furnished by tne
depacrtment. The application snall contain:

(a) name and address of owner, giwving county, sSchocl
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district, and town or city within whose corporate limits the
motor vehicle is  taxable, 1f taxable, or within whose
corporate limits the owner's residence 1is located if the
motor vehicle is not taxable;

{b) name and address o©of the holder of any security
interest in the motcr vehicle;

{c} description of motor vehicle, including make, year
model, engine or serlal number, manufacturer's model or
letter, gross weight, type of bedy, and if truck, the rated
capacity; and

tdi--in-—-case--af-reregiscratriony-the-ttcense-number—-for
the-preceding-year;-and

te4(d) sueh other information as that the department

may require.

(2) A person who files an application for registration
or reregistration of a motor vehicle, =except of a mobile
home as defined in 15-1-101(1}), shall cpon the filing cf the
application pay to the county treasurer:

(a) the registration Ffee, as provided in 61-3-311 and
61-3-321; and

{b) wunless it has been previously paid:

(i) the personal prcperty taxes assessed against the
vehicle for «the current year of registraticn and <che
wmmediately prewvisus year; or

(11) tne new motor vehicle szles tax against the venicle
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for the current year of registration.

{3) The application may not be accepted by the county
treasurer unless the payments required by subsection (2}
accompany the application. The department or its agent may
not assess and the county treasurer may not collect taxes or
fees for a period other than:

{a} the current year; and

(b} the immediately previous year, if the vehicle was
not registered or operated on the highways of the state,
regardless of the period of time since the vehicle was
previously registered or operated,

(4) The department or its agent may make fuli and
complete investigation of the tax status of the venhicle. Any
applicant for registration or reregistration must submit
proof from the tax or other appropriate records of the
proper county at the request of the department or its
agent,"

Section 7. Section 61-3-305, MCA, is amended to read:

"61-3-305. Blanks to be provided. It shaii-be is the
duty of the department toc provide blank appiication forms
outiining--and--previding-for-the-informarisn-nesdad-in-caek
cinss-of-registratrion-required; and to furnish these upon
request to applicant for registration."

Section 8. Ssection 61-31-332, MCA, is amended tc read:

"61-3-332. ({Temporary) Number plates, (1} Every A mctor
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vehicle that is driven upon the streets or highways of
Montana must display both freont and rear number plates,
bearing the distinctive number assigned the vehicle. The
number plates are in eighe 10 series: one series for owners
of motorcars, one for owners of motor vehicles of the
motorcycle or quadricycle type, one for trailers, one for
trucks, one for dealers in vehicles of the motoreycle or
quadricycle type that bear the distinctive letters "MCD" or
the letters "MC" and the word "“DEALER", one for franchised
dealers in new motercars (including trucks and trailers) or
new and used motorcars (including trucks and trailers) that
bear the distinctive letter "D" or the word "DEALER", one
for dealers in used motorcars only (including used trucks
and trailers) that bear the distinctive letters “UD" or the
letter "U" and the word "DEALER", and cne !3r dealers in
trailers and/or semitrailers (new or used) that bear the
distinctive letters “DTR" or the letters "TR" and the word

"DEALER", one for dealers in recreational vehicles that bear

the distinctive letters "RV" or the letter “R%" and the word

"DEALER", and one for special license plates. All markings

for the aferementioned various kinds of dealers' plates must
be placed on the number plates assigned thereto in the
position that the department designates.

{2) All nunber plates for motor wvehicles must he issued

for a minimum period of 4 years, bear a discincrtive marking,
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and be furnished by the state. In years when number plates
are not issued, the department shall provide nonremovable
stickers bearing appropriate registration numbers that must
be affixed to the license plates in use.

{3) Subject to the provisions of this secticn, the
department shall create a new design for number plates as
provided in this section, and it shall manufacture the newly
designed number plates for issuance after January 1, 1981,
to replace, at renewal as required in 61-3-312 and &61-3-314,
number plates that were displayed on motor vehicles before
that date.

(4) In the case of motorcars and trucks, plates must be
of metal & inches wide and 12 inches in length. The outline
of the state of Montana must be used as a distinctive border
on such license plates, and the word "Montana" and the year
must be placed across the plates. such registration plates
must be treated with a reflectorized background material
according to specifications prescribed by the department.

(5) The distinctive registration numbers must begin
with a number one or with a letter-number combination, such
as "A 1" or "AA 1", or any other similar combination of
letters and numbers. The distinctive registration number &t
letter-number combination assigned to the vehicle must
appear on the plate preceded by the number cf the ccuncy and

o > AT 1
appearing in horizontal order on the same berizontal
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baseline. The c¢ounty number must be separated from the
distinctive registration number by a separation mark unless
a letter-number combination is used. The dimensions of such
numerals and letters must be determined by the department,
and all county and registration numbers must be of equal
height.

(6} For the use of tax-exempt motor wvehicles, in

addition to the markings mherein provided in _this section.

number plates must have--thereen bear the following

distinctive markings:

{a) For vehicles owned by the state, the department may
designate the prefix number for the various state
departments. All numbered plates issued to state departments
must bear the words "State Owned", and nc year number may be
indicated therecn because these numbered plates are of a
permanent nature and will be replaced by the department only
when the physical condition ¢f numbered plates requires it.

{b) For vehicles that are owned by che counties,
municipalities, irrigation districts organized under the
laws of Montana and not operating for profit, and school
districts and chat are used and operated by officials and
employees thereof in line of duty and for vehicles on lean
from the United States government oar -he stake cf Montana
to, or cwned by, the civil air patrzi and used and coperaced

by officials and emplsyees thereof in the lime of duty:
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there must be placed on the number plates assigned thereto,
in a position that the department may designate, the letter
"X" or the word "EXEMPT". Distinctive registration numbers
for plates assigned tc motor wvehicles of each of the
counties in the state and these of the municipalities and
school districts situated within each of the counties and
those of the irrigation districts that obtain plates within
each county must begin with naumber one and be numbered

consecutively. Because chese number plates are of =&

permanent nature, they are subject to replacement by the

department only when the physical condition of the number

plates requires it and a year number may not be displayed on

the number plates.

{7) On all number plates assigned to motor vehicles of
the truck and trailer type, other than tax-exempt trucks and
tax—exempt trailers, there must appear the letter "T" or the
word "TRUCK" on plates assigned to trucks and the letters
"PR" or the word "TRAILER" on plates assigned to trailers
and housetrailers. The letters "MC" or the word "CYCLE" must
appear on plates assigneé to vehicles of the motorcycle or
guadricycle type.

{8) Number plates issued to a passenger car, truck,
trailer, or vehicle o©of the mctorcycle or quadricycle type
may be transferred only to a replacement passenger car,

truck, trailer, or motorcycle- or quadricycle-type vehicle.
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No registration or 1license fee may be assessed upon a
transfer of a number plate under 61-3-317 and 61-3-335.

(9) For the purpose of this chapter, the several
counties of the state are assigned numbers as follows:
Silver Bow, l; Cascade, 2; Yellowstone, 3; Missoula, 4;
Lewis and Clark, 5; Gallatin, 6; Flathead, 7; Fergus, B8;
Powder Riwer, 9; Carbon, 10; Phillips, 11; Hill, 12;
Ravalli, 13; Custer, 14; Lake, 15:; Dawson, 16; Roosevelt,
17: Beaverhead, 18; Chouteau, 19; Valley, 20; Toole, 21; Big
Horn, 22; Musselshell, 23; Blaine, 24; Madison, 25; Pondera,
26; Richland, 27; Powell, 28B; Rosebud, 29; Deer Lodge, 3C:
Teton, 31; Stillwater, 32; Treasure, 33; Sheridan, 34;
Sanders, 35; Judith Basin, 36; Daniels, 37; Glacier, 38;
Fallon, 39; Sweet Grass, 40; McCone, 41; Carter, 42;
Broadwater, 43; Wheatland, 44; Prairie, 45; Cranite, 46;
Meagher, 47; Liberty, 48; Park, 49; Garfield, 50; Jefferson,
51; Wibaux, 52; Golden Valley, 53; Mineral, 54; Petroleum,
55; Lincoln, %6, Any new counties must be assigned numbers
by the department as they may be formed, beginning with the

number 57,

(10) Each type of special license plate approved by the

legislature, except collegiate license plates authorized in

61-3-463, must be a separate series of plates, numbered as

provided in  subsection  {(5), except that the county number

must be replaced by a nonremovable design or decal
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designating the group or organization_to which the appiicant

belongs. Unless ctherwise specifically stated in  this

section, the special plates are subject to the same rules

and laws as govern the issuance of regular license plates,

must be placed or mounted on a vehicie owned by the person

who is eligible to receive them, and must he removed upon

gale or other disposition of the vehicle. The special

license plates must be issued to national guard members,

former prisoners of war, handicapped persons, reservists,

and disabled wveterans, AND SURVIVORS QOF THE PEARIL HARBOR

ATTACK who comply with the following provisions:

{a) An active member of the Montana national guard may

be issued 4 special license plate with a design or decal

displaying the letters "NG". The adjutant general shall

issue to each active member of the Montana national guard a

certificate authorizing the division to issue one set of

national gquard plates, and the member shall gsurrender the

plates to the division upon becoming ineligible to use them.

(b} An active member cof the reserve armed forces of the

United States of America who is a resident of this state may

be issued a special license plate with a design or decal

displaying the following; United States army reserve, AR

{symbol); United States naval reserve, NR (anchor); United

States air force reserve, AFR (svmbcl); United States maring

corps  resectve, MCR (globe and anchor}. The commanding
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officer of each armed forces reserve unit shall issue to

each eligible member of the reserve unit a certificate

authorizing the issuance of one set of plates. The member

shall surrender the plates to the division upon becoming

ineligible to use them.

{c) A resident of Montana who is a veteran of the armed

forces of the United States and who is 100% disabled because

of an injury that has been determined by the veterans'

administration to be service-connected mayY ., upcen

presentation to the division of proof of the 100%

disability, be issued a special license plate under this

section with a design or decal displaying the letters "DU"

OR THE HANDICAPPED LICENSE PLATE PROVIDED FOR IN 61-3-445.

{i} The fee for original or renewal registraticn by a

100% disabled veteran for a passenger vehicla or a trueck

with a GVW-rated capacity of 1 ton or less is $5 and is in

lieu of all other fees and taxes for that vehicle under this

chapter. A DISABLED VETERAN WHO MEETS THE REQUIREMENTS FOR

ISSUANCE OF A "DV" LICENSE PLATE AND WHO ALSO QUALIFIES FOR

THE ISSUANCE OF AN EX~PRISONER OF WAR LICENSE PLATE MAY

OBTAIN THE EX-PRISONER OF WAR LICENSE PLATE UPON PAYMENT OF

THE SAME §5 FEE.

(1i) Special license plates issued to a disanled veteran

are not transferrable to ancother perscn.

viii) A disabled vereran is not entitled to a spec:-al
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license plate for more than one vehicle.

{iv) A vehicle lawfully displaying a disabled veteran's

plate and that is conveying & 100% disabled veteran is

entitled to the parking privileges allowed a handicapped

person's vehicle under this title,

{d) A Montana resident who is a veteran of the armed

forces of the United States and was captured and held

prisoner by a military force of a foreign nation, documented

by his service record, may upon application and presentation

of proof be issued a special license plate with a design or

decal displaying the words “ex-prisoner of war" or an

abbreviation as the department considers appropriate.

{E}] UPON PAYMENT OF ALL TAXES AND FEES AREQUIRED BY

PARTS 3 AND 5 OF THIS CHAPTER AND UPON FURNISHING PROOF

SATISFACTORY TO THE DEPARTMENT THAT HE APPLICANT MEETS THE

REQUIREMENTS OF THIS SUBSECTION (E), THE DEPARTMENT SHALL

ISSUE TC A MCHTANA RESIDENT WHO IS A VETERAN OF THE ARMED

SERVICES OF THE UNITED STATES SPECIAL LICENSE PLATES, FOR

ONE MOTOR VEHICLE ONLY, DESIGNED TO INDICATE THAT THE

APPLICANT IS & SURVIVOR OF THE PEARL HARBOR ATTACK IF THE

APPLICANT WAS A MEMBER OF THE UNITED STATES ARMED FORCES ON

DECEMBER 7, 1941, WAS ON STATION ON DECEMBER 7, 1341, DURING

THE HOURS OF 7:55 A.M. TO 9:45 A.M. (HAWAII TIME) AT PEARL

HARBOR, THE ISLAND OF OAHU, OR OFFSHORE AT A DISTANCE OF NOT

MORE THAN 3 MILES, AND RECEIVED AN HONORABLE DISCHARGE FROM
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THE UNITED STATES ARMED FORCES. IF SPECIAL LICENSE PLATES

ISSUED UNDER THIS SUBSECTION ARE LOST, STOLEN, OR MOTILATED,

THE RECIPIENT OF THE PLATES IS ENTITLED TC REPLACEMENT

PLATES UPON REQUEST AND WITHOUT CHARGE.

te3(F) A Montana resident who is eligible teo receive a

special parking permit under ¢5-4-301 may, upon written

application on a form prescribed by the department, be

issued a special license plate with a design or decal

bearing a representation of a wheelchair as the symbol of

the handicapped person. (Terminates July i, 1996--sec. 4,

Ch, 654, L. 1989.)

61-3-332. (Effective July 1, 1996) Number plates. (1)
Every A motor vehicle that is driven upon the streets or
highways of Montana must display both front and rear number
plates, bearing the distinctive number assigned the vehicle.
The number plates are in eight 10 series: one series for
owners of motorcars, one for owners of motor vehicles of the
motorcycle or quadricycle type, one for trailers, one for
trucks, one for dealers in vehicles of the motorcycle or
quadricycle type that bear the distinctive letters "MCD" or
the letters "MC" and the word "DEALER", one for franchised
dealers in new motorcars (including trucks and trailers) or
new and used motorecars (including trucks and trailers) that
bear the distinctive letter "D" or the word "DEALER", one

for dealers in used motorcars only ({including used trucks
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and trailers) that bear the distinctive letters "UD" or che
letter "U" and the word “DEALER", and one for dealers in
trailers and/or semitrailers {new or used) that bear the
distinctive letters "DTR" or the letters "TR" and the word

*DEALER", one for dealers in recreational vehicles that bear

the distinctive letters “RV" or the letter "R™ and the wo:d

“DEALER", and one for special license plates. All markings

for the aforemenmkiened various kinds of dealers' plates must
be placed on the number plates assigned thereto in the
position that the departﬁent designates.

(2) All number plates for motor vehicles must be issued
for a minimum period of 4 years, bear a distinctive marking,
and be furnished by the state. In years when number plates
are not issued, the department shall provide nonremovable
stickers bearing appropriate registration numbers that must
be affixed to the license plates in use.

{(3) Subject to the provisions of this section, the
department shall create a new design for number plates as
provided in this section, and it shall manufacture the newly
designed number plates for issuance after January i, 1991,
to replace, at renewal as required in 61-3~312 and 61-3-314,
number plates that were displayed on motor vehicles before
that date.

(4) In the case of motorcars and trucks, number plates

must be of metal 6 inches wide and 12 inches in length. For
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number plates issued after 1976, the outline of the state of
Montana must be used as a distinctive berder on such license
plates, and the word "Montana" and the year must be placed
across the bottom of the plates. Such registration plates
must be treated with a reflectcrized background material
according to specifications prescribed by the department.

{5) The distinctive registration numbers must begin
with a number one or with a letrer-number combination, such
as "A 1" or "AA 1", or any other similar combination of
letters and numbers and be numbered consecutively for each
series of plates. The distinctive registration number or
letter-number combination assigned to the vehicle must
appear on the plate preceded by the number of the county and
appearing in horizontal order on the same horizontal
baseline. The county number must be separated from the
distinctive registraticn number by a separation mark unless
a letter-number combination is used. The dimensions of such
numerals and letters must be determined by the department,
and all county and registration numbers must be of equal
height.

(6) TFor the use of tax-exempt motor vehicles, 1In
addition to the markings hereina provided, number plates must
have thereon the following distinctive markings:

{a) For venicies owned by the state, the department may

designate the prefix number tor the various state
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departments. All aumbered plates issued to state departments
myst bear the words "State Owned", and no year number may be
indicated thereon because these numbered plates are of a
permanent nature and will be replaced by the department only
when the physical condition of numbered plates requires it.
{b) For wvehicles that are owned by the counties,
municipalities, irrigation districts organized under the
laws of Montana and not operating for profit, and school
districts and that are used and operated by ocfficials and
employees thereof in line of duty and for vehicles on loan
Erom the United States government or the state of Montana
to, or owned by, the civil air patrol and used and operated
by officials and employees thereof in the 1line of duty.
there must be placed on the number plates assigned thereto,
in a positicn that the department may designate, the letter
"X" or the word "EXEMPT". Distinctive registration numbers
for plates assigned to motor vehicles of each of the
counties in the state and those of the municipalities and
school districts situated within each of the counties and
those of the irrigation districts that obtain plates within
each county must begin with number one and be numbered

consecutively. Because these number plates are of a

permanent nature, they are subject to replacement by the

department only when the physical condition of the rnumber

plates reguires it and a yvear number may not be displayed on

=27~ $B 191

10
11
12
13
14

15

17
iB
15
20
21
22
23
24

25

SB 0191/04

the number plates.

{(7) On all number plates assigned to motor vehicles of
the truck and trailer type, other than tax-exempt trucks and
tax-exempt trailers, there must appear the letter "T" or the
word "TRUCK" on plates assigned to trucks and the letters
"TR" or the word "TRAILER" on plates assigned to rtrailers
and housetrailers. The letters "MC" or the word "CYCLE" must
appear on plates assigned rto vehicles of the motoreycle or
gquadricycle type.

(8) Number plates issued tc a passenger car, truck,
trailer, or vehicle of the motorcycle or quadricycle type
may be transferred only to a replacement passenger car.
truck, trailer, or motorcycle- or quadricycle-type vehicle.
No registration or license fee may be assessed upon a
transfer of a number plate under 61-3-317 and 6§1-3-335.

(9) For the purpose of this chapter, the several
counties of the state are assigned numbers as follows:
Silver Bow, l; Cascade, 2: Yellowstone, 1; Missoula, 4:
Lewis and Clark, 5; Gallatin, 6; Flathead, 7; Fergus, 8;
powder River, 9; Carbon, 10; Phillips, 11; Hill, 12
Ravalli, 13; Custer, 14; Lake, 15; Dawson, 16: Roosevelt,
17; Beaverhead, 18; Chouteau, 1%: Valley, 20; Toole, 21; Big
Horn, 22; Musselshell, 23; Biaine, 24; Madison, 25; Pondera,
26: Richland, 27; Powell, 2B; Rosebud, 29; Deer Lodge, 30;

Teton, 31; Stillwater, 32: Treasure, 33; Sheridan, 34;

-28- 5B 191



10
11
12
13
14
15
16

17

18
1¢
20
21
22
23
24

25

SB 0191/04

Sanders, 35; Judith Basin, 36; Daniels, 37; Glacier, 38;
Fallon, 39; 5Sweet Grass, 40; McCone, 41; Carter, 42;:

Broadwater, 43; Wheatland, 44; Prairie, 45; Granite, 45;
Meagher, 47; Liberty, 4B; Park, 49:; Garfield, 50; Jefferson,
51; Wibaux, 52; Golden Valley, 53; Mineral, S4; Petroleum,
55: Lincoln, 56. Any new counties must be assigned numbers
by the department as they may be formed, beginning with the

number 57.

{10) Each type cof special license plate approved by the

legislature, except collegiate license plates authorized in

61-3-463, must be a separate series of plates, numbered as

provided in subsection (5}, except that the county number

must be rteplaced by a nonremovable design or decal

designating the group or organization to which the applicant

belongs. Unless otherwise specifically stated in_ thig

section, the special plates are subject zto the same rules

and laws as govern the issuance of regular license plates,

must be placed or mounted on a vehicle owned by the perscn

who is eligible to receive them, and must be removed upon

sale or other disposition of the vehicle. The special

license plates must be issued to national guard members,

former prisoners of war, handicapped persons, reservists,

and disablied veterans, AND SURVIVORS OF THE PEARL HARBOR

ATTACK who comply with the Following provisions:

{a) An active member of the Montana national guard may
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be igsued a special Jlicense plate with a design or decal

displaving the letters "NG". The adjutant general shall

igssue %+o each active member of the Montana national guard a

certificate authorizing the division to issue one_ set of

national guard plates, and the member shall surrender the

plates to the division upeon becoming ineligible to use :them.

(b} An active member of the reserve armed forces of the

United States of America who is a resident of this state may

be issued a special license plate with a design or decal

displaying the following: United States army reserve, AR

{symbol}; United States naval reserve, NR (ancher); United

States air force reserve, AFR {symbol); United States marine

corps reserve, MCR _{globe and ancher), The commanding

officer of each armed forces reserve unit shall issue to

each eligible member of the reserve unit a certificate

authorizing the issuance of one set of plates. The member

shall surrender the plates to the division upon becoming

ineligible to use them.

{c) A resident of Montana who is a veteran of the armed

forces of the United States and who is 100% disabled because

of an_injury that has been determined by the veterans'

administration to be service-connected may, upen
presentation to the division of precof of the 100%

disability, be izsued a special license plate under chis

sectien with a design cor decal displaying the letters "DU".
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(1) The fee for original or renewal registration by a

100% disabled veteran for a passenger vehicle or a truck

with a GVW-rated capacity of 1 ton or less is $5 and is in

lieu of all other fees and taxes for that vehicle under this

chapter.

(ii) Special license plates issued to a disabled veteran

are not transferrable to another verson.

(iii) A disabled veteran is not entitled to a special

license plate for more than ore vehicle.

(iv) A wvehicle lawfully displaving a disabled veteran's

plate and that is conveying a 100% disabled veteran is

entitled to the parking privileges allowed a handicapped

person's vehicle under this title.

{d) A Montana resident who is a veteran of the armed

forces of the United States and was captured and held

prisoner by a military force of a foreign naticn, documented

by his gervice recerd, may upon application and presentation

of proof be issued a special license plate with 3 design or

decal displaying the words "ex-priscner of war" or an

abbreviation as the department considers appropriate.

{E) UPON PAYMENT OF ALL TAXES AND FEES REQUIRED BY

PARTS 3 AND S OF THIS CHAPTER AND UPON FURNISHING PROOF

SATISFACTORY TO THE DEPARTMENT THAT THE APPLICANT MEETS THE

REQUIREMENTS OF THIS SUBSECTION (E), THE DEPARTMENT SHALL

ISSUE TO A MONTANA RESIDENT WHO IS A VETERAN OF THE ARMED
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SERVICES QOF THE UNITED STATES SPECIAL LICENSE PLATES, FOR

ONE MOTQR VEHICLE ONLY, DESIGNED TC INDICATE THAT THE

APPLICANT IS A SURVIVOR OF THE PEARL HARBOR ATTACK IF THE

APPLICANT WAS A MEMBER OF THE UNITED STATES ARMED FORCES ON

DECEMBER 7, 1941, WAS ON STRTION ON DECEMBER 7, 1941, DURING

THE HOURS OF 7:55 A.M. TO 9:45 A.M. (HAWAII TIME) AT PEARL

HARBOR, THE ISLAND OF ORHU, OR OFFSHORE AT A DISTANCE OF NOT

MORE THAN 3 MILES, AND RECEIVED AN HONORABLE DISCHARGE FROM

THE UNITED STATES ARMED PORCES. 1IF SPECIAL LICENSE PLATES

ISSUED UNDER THIS SUBSECTION ARE LOST, STOLEN, OR MUTILATED,

THE RECIPIENT QF THE PLATES IS5 ENTITLED TO REPLACEMENT

PLATES UPON REQUEST AND WITHOUT CHARGE.

te¥(F) A Montana resident who is eligible to receive a

special parking permit under 49-4-301 may, upon written

application on a form prescribed by the department, be

issued a special license plate with a design or decal

bearing a representation of a wheelchair as the symbol of

the handicapped person.”

Section 9. Section 61-3-333, MCA, is amended to read:

"61-3-333. Replacing number plates. In the event of
loss, mutilation, or destruction of number plates, and/or
validation devices, the owner of the registered motor
vehicle may obtain from the department duplicates thereof or

replacements of the number plates upon filing sWorn

declaration showing aueh that fact and payment of a fee of
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$2. In the event of loss, mutilation, or destruction of
pioneer plates, duplicates may be ocbtained in the same
manner upon payment of a fee of $5."

Section 10. Section 61-3-465, MCA, is amended to read:

"61-3~-465. Issuance —- application -- additional fee --
disposition. (1) The department shall issue or renew
collegiate license plates upon receipt of an application
that shows:

(a) compliance with 61-3-3037-6%-3-384, 61-3-311, and
61-3-312; and

(b) payment to the county treasurer of:

(1} an initial application and manufacturing fee of
$2.50, when required; and

(ii) an annual scholarship dconation of $20 for the
benefit of the institution named in the application.

(2) Once each month the county treasurer shall transfer
to the state Lreasurer the total of the amounts collected
for:

{a) the initial application and manufacturing fee for
deposit in the Montana state prison industries account in
the proprietary fund for appropriation by the legislature to
pay the cost of manufacturing collegiate license plates; and

(b) scholarship donations provided £or in subsection

1)(b){(ii), aleng with a schedule showing the number oI

collegiate license plates issued and the total donaticas
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received for the benefit of each institution.

{3} Once each month the state treasurer shall
distribute to the student academic schelarship Ffund or
foundation of each institution an amount equal to the toral
donations credited to that institution and transferred to
the state treasurer by the county treasurers during the
preceding month."

Section 11. sSection 61-3-510, MCA, is amended to read:

*61-3-510. Weed control fee. (1) A special weed control
fee of $1.50 must be assessed on the annual registration or
reregistration of each motor vehicle subject to
registration. The fee must be collected by the county
treasurer.

{2) For purposes of this section, motor vehicle
includes:

(a) motor vehicle as defined in 61-1-102;

(b) motorcycle as defined in 61-1-105;

(c} motor~driven cycle as defined in 61-1-106; and

(d} quadricycle as defined in 61-1-133.

(3) The following vehiclies are exempt from the fee:

(a) vehicles ocwned or controlled by the United Scrates
or a state, county, or city;

(b) vehicles exempt from payment of registcration Zees
by 61-3~321¢F+(8): and

(¢} vehicles v equipment which is not self-propelled
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or which requires towing when moved upon a highway of this
state.”
Section 12. section 61-3-601, MCA, is amended to read:
"61-3-601. Penalty for violations. Except as otherwise
provided, a wviolation of any of the provisions of this
chapter is a misdemeanor and is punishable by a fine not

exceeding $25 $500. Ncthing contained-hermin in this section

prevents the prosecution o©f a person for an offense
committed under any other law,"

Section 13. section 61-3-604, MCA, is amended to read:

"61-3~604. Penalty for altering identification number.
(1) A person who willfully removes or falsifies an
identification number of a motor vehicle or motor vehicle
engine is guilty of a misdemeanor.

(2} Any person or persons, firm, or corporation whiech
that sells or offers for sale in this state a vehicle the
original wvehicie identification number of which has been
destroyved, removed, altered, covered, or defacedy—--with--the
exception-of-electricaliy-propetied-vehitctes; is guilty cf a
misdemeanor and upon conviction thereof shall be punished by
a fine of not less than $200 or more than $500 and by
imprisonment in the county jail for a term of not less than
30 days or more than 1B0 days. Upon a second or subsequent
conviction under this subsection, the punisnment shall be

imprisonment in the state prison for a term of not less than
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1 year or more than 5 years or a fine in an amount not to

exceed $50,000, or both such fine and imprisonment.”
Section 14. section 61-4-101, MCA, is amended to read:
"61-4-101. Application for dealer's license, (1) Every
person, £irm, corporation, or association which, for
commission or profit, engages in the business of buying,
selling, exchanging, offering, taking for coasignment,
soliciting, advertising the sale of, or acting as a broker
of new motor vehicles, recreational vehicles, used motor
vehicles, trailers (except trailers having an unloaded
weight of less than 500 pounds), semitrailers, or special
mobile equipment as defined in 61-1-104 shall file, by mail
or otherwise, in the office of the department a verified
application for licensure as a dealer, on a blank to be
furnished by the department for that purpose and containing
the information required. The application and all of the
information contained in it must be verified by the Mentana
highwey---patroi department. Each application must be
accompanied by the license fee specified in 61-4-102. A
dealer's license must be renewed and paid for annually, and
an application for relicensure must be filed not later than
January 1 of each year. If an application for renewal of a
license has been received by the department prior to the

expiration of the license, the dealer may operate his

business and display dealer plates under the expired license
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between January 1 and February 15 following expiration.

(2) "To qualify for licensure and the issuance and use
cof "D", “uD", "RV", "DIR", or "MCD" plates as hereinafter
provided, the applicant must furnish the following
information and qualify under the following provisions:

fa) To gqualify as a new motor vehicle dealer and for
the use of "D" plates, the applicant must:

{i) state the name under which the business iz to be
conducted and the location of the premises (street address,
city, county, and state) where records are kept, sales are
made, and stock of motor vehicles is displayed:

{ii) state the name and address of all aowners or persons
having an interest in the business, provided that in the
case of a corporation, the names and addresses of the
president and secretary are sufficient;

(iii) state the name and make of ail motor vehicles
handled and the name and address of the manufacturer,
importer, or distributor with whom the applicant has a
written new motor vehicle franchise or sales agreement;

{iv) execute a certificate to the effect that the
applicant has a permanent building for the display and sale
of new motor vehicles at the location of the premises where
sales are conducted;

{v) execute a certificate tc the effect chat <the

applicant has a bona fide service department for the repair,
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service, and maintenance of motor vehicles; and

(vi) execute a certificate to the effect that the
applicant is a bona fide dealer in new motor vehicles and
that he is recognized by a manufacturer, importer, or
distributor as a dealer in new motor vehicles.

(b To gualify as a used motor vehicie dealer and for
the use of "UD" plates er, as a recreational vehicle dealer

and for the use of "RV" plates, as a trailer, semitrailer,

or special mobile equipment dealer and for the use of "DTR"
plates, or as a mororcycle or quadricycle dealer and for the
use of "MCD" plates, the applicant muse shall, in addition
to the matters set forth in subsections (i) and (ii) of
subsection (2)(a) above, provide:

{i) a statement that the applicant has a building or
lot and a sign readable at a minimum distance of 150 feet
indicating the firm name as the principal place of business
and that vehiclesrare offered for sale; and

(ii) a certificate to the effect that the applicant is a
bona fide dealer in used motor vehicles, recreational
vehicles, trailers, semitrailers, special mobile equipment.,
motorcycles, or guadricycles. An applicant for a
recreational vehicle dealer license mums: shall also indicate
on the same certificate that he is recognized by a
manufacturec., irperter, or distributor as a dealer in

recreational vehicies.

~38- s3 131



12
13
14
1s
16
17
13
19
20
21
22

23

L.V
w

SB 0191/04

(¢) To qgualify for a used moteor vehicle dealer's
license, a person musk shall submit an annual application
for that license and comply with the provisions of
61-4-102(5) in addition to fulfiliing the requirements aof
subhsection (2)(b).

{d) The provisions of subsection {2)(c) do not apply to
an applicant who is licensed as a mater vehicle wrecking
facility under the provisions of Title 75, chapter 10, part
5.

(3) (a) The applicant for a dealer's license shall alsc
file with his application a good and sufficient bond in the
sum of $5,000, and the bond must be conditioned that the
applicant shall conduct his business in accordance with the
requirements of the law. All bonds must run to the state of
Montana, must be approved by the depart-ment and filed in its
cffice, and must be renewed annually.

(b) A person who suffers loss or damage due to the
unlawful conduct of a dealer licensed under this section
shall obtain a judgment Efrom a court of competent
jurisdiction prior to collecting the judgment £rom the
department. The department is responsible for payment under
this section, in an amount nct to exceed the maximum bond
amount, only if the judgment on which the payment is based
determines a specific loss or damage amount and concludes

that the dealer's unlawful cperation caused the loss or
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damage.”
Section-157-—-Section-61-6-3027-MEBAr-ts~amended-co-read:
483-6-3827--Proofé--of-compitances—{1}-Excapt-as-provided
tn-subsastion-t2}y7-before-any-appitcant-required-ee-vegiscer
his-motor-vehicie-may~de-sey-the-appiicant-must-——certify-—to
the—-—-county-—treasurer—-that-—he--possasses--an--auntomebite
litabitity—insurance-poticyr-a-certificate-of~-seif-insurances;
or-a-pested-indemniey-bond-ar-that-he--is--altigiblte-—for—-an
exemption--under--61-6-383--covering--the-motor-ventetes—Fhe
eereification--shati--be--on--a--ferm--prescribed-—-by---the
department=——-FPhe-—departmene—may-—immediatety-——canecei--the
registration--and--iicenses--piates--of--the---vehicie---upon
notification-———that-—the--insurance--certification--was—-noe
corrsctly-repressnted--Any-parson-who-intentionatty-provides
faise-information-on-an-insurance-certificacion-ia-gquitey-of
snaworn-fatsificatton-to-antherities;-—punishabie-as-provided
in-45-3-283+
t23--An-epplicant-for-registration-ef-~a--motor--vehicte
whe--wishaa--te--register--the--vehicie—-by-maii-must-sign-a
statement-on-the-appitcation-stating-thak-the--applicant--is
in-——compiiance-——with-the-finanetat~itabitity-requirementa-of
6-6-368%+
t3¥tt4-~An-owner--of--a--motor--vehicie--who--ceases--to
matnesin-~the--iasurance--sr-bond-required under-63-6-36% or

whose-certificate-of-aaif-insurance-—is—-canceted--or--whoae
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vehicte-censes-co-be-exempe under-63i-6-363 shalri-immediacely
surrender-—-the--registration--and--ticense--piates-~for--the
vehicte---+to--the-—county--treasurer—-for--detivery-——-to--the
deparement-and-may-not-operate-ar-parmibt--operacion--af-—the
vehicle—-in-Monrana-untit~-insurance-has-again-been-furnished
as--required--and--the-—vehicie-—its-—-again--registered---and
tireenseds

t43t23-~-Bvery A persen--shaii-carry-in-a-motor-vehicie
being-operated-by-him-an--insurance--card--approved--by-—the
department~-but-issued-by-the-inserance-egarrier-to-the-mstor
vehicle-awner-as-precf-cf-compitance-with-61-6-30i<-A-—motor
vehiclte--operator--shati--exhibit—-the--insurance--card-upen
demand-of-a-justice—of-the-peacer-a-city-or-muntcipai-judger
a-peace-officery—a-nighway-patrol-officer;-cr-a-fieid-deputy
er-inapecter-ocf-the-department--However;—no A person-charged
with-viotating-this-subsection-may not be--convicted--if-—he
produces--in-~court--or--the-office-of-the-arcesting-officer
prosf-af-insurance-vatrid-ar-the-time-of-his-arrests

Seection-15s-~Section-15-70-10%7-MEA;-is—amended-to-read-

“iSF?G—iaiv—-Bisposition---of-——funds --------- contingent
reduction--of-attocations Ali-taxes;-interestr-and-penaltties
estiscted-under-ehis-chaptery-except-those—-cotiected--by~-a
Susticets——courty-shatri-be—turned-over-prompriy-ta-the-state
tressurer;-whe-ashati-pitace-the-same--in——che—-atate--apectat

revenue--£fund--to--the-credit-cf-the-departmenc-of-nighwayss
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These except—as-pravided--in--subsection——{9};--these £funds

hereinbetow--attescated--to-citiesr-townsy-and-counties-shail
be-paid-by-tha-department-of-highways-from-the-state-apeciat
revenue—fund-to-sneh-citien;-cownsr-and-counecieass
t13--514780857080—-of——the——£fgnds--collected-—under-—-this
chapter;-except-those-cotiected-by--a--juascicels-~-courey—-ta
statuboriiy--apprepriatedy—-ps-—-provided-in-3+7-3-582y-to-the
department—af-highways—-and-shait-be~-aliccated--each~-£iacai
year--an--a-—-monthiy--basis-te-the-councies-and-inesrparared
ctbiea-——and---toWns-—~in----Hontana----for----conskructreny
secanstrpetions--mainktenance;--and-repair-of-rurai-roads-and
ctty-or-town-streets-and-atieysy-as-provided-in—-subseceions
tiytai-throngh-tiytcds
fay--5545;0006--shali—-ba--designaced-for-the-purposes-and
functions—-—oaf--the-~Mentama~-~-rurat---techntecat-—-assiscanee
transportation-program-in-Beozemans
tB}--5673237000--shatt--be--divided--among--the--varions
ecuneias-in-che-£fottowing-manners
t1}--48%-~in--the——ratia--that-the-rurai-road-miteage-in
each-countyr-exctusive-of-the-federai-aid-interstate--syscem
and-the-federai-aid-primary-ayatems-bears-to—-the—totai-ruraz
road--mireage--in--the--scatey—-excinsive-of-che-federat-aid
interstace-system-and-ehe-Ffeaderat-atd-primary-systems
ttty-40%-+m-rhe-~ratio—shat-che-rurat-popuiatien-in—-each

sonnty--outside--tncorparared--cities-and-tswna-bears-to-che
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totai-rurat-population-in--the--state--outside--incorperaced
eteies-and-townss
tii43-20%—in-the-ratio~-chat-the-tand-ares-af-ssch-county
bears-to-the-totai-tand-area-eof-the-states
tey--5F762370080-—shati-be-divided-ameng-the-incorporated
cieiea-and-tawas-in-the-£foltowing-manners
tit--58%-of-the-sum-in-the--ratio—-that--the--popuiatian
within-the-corporate-timies-of-the-city-or-town-bears—to-che
total--papulation--within-ecorporate-trimits-of-aii-the-civiea
and-tewns-in-Montanas
t+i3-56%~in-the-ratite-that-the-city-or-town--street——and
attey--miteager--exelusive-—of--the--federat-atd--intevratate
syseem--and-the-federai-ard-primary-syseem;-within-corporate
Timits--bears--to--the——-totai--street--and--atitey---miteages
exciustve-——of-—-the-—-federat-atd---interstace—-system-—-and
federai-aid-primary-system;-within-the-corporate-~-timiera--of
ati-cities—and-townas-in-Montana~
+23--Ait-funds-hereby-atiocatad-to-eceuntiear-citieay—and
towna--shaii--be—-nsed-for-the-construction;-reconatructiany
maintenance;-and-repair-of-rural-readsy-eity-ar-rawn-streets
and-atiepys-or-for-the—share-which-such-eity;-towny-er—conntey
might-atherwise-expend-for-proportionate-matching-of-faderat
funda-alticcated-for-the-consrrnetion——of-—-roada——-er--sktreets
whish-—npe-——part--aof--the--étederat-aid--primary-or-secondary

Righway-system-or-arban-extenatons-theretor-except-that--the
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governing——bodr—af‘a-tcwn—or—thitd—elass-cétyT-as-defined-iﬂ
?—1—41iiy—mayaeach—year-expend—ne—more—than—25ﬁ~eé—ehe-Eunds
atiocated-to—chak-town-or-third-cltass-eiey-for-the--purchase
of——cap&tai--equipment-—nnd—-suppi&es—*te-—be—-used--Ee:—!he
raintenance-and-repair-af-town-or-third-ciass--city-—streets
and-atteyss
faf-—apcn-receipt-of~the—aiiocatien-praviéed-hereinv—the
governing-—bodiea-—oi--the——reeipient—-ceuntie37-citiear—aﬂd
cowna--shatri--inform--the--department--of--highways—-of——the
purpeses—for-which—the-funés—wiii—be—expended——se——that—-the
county-eamﬂissianersT—the—governing-body7—and-the-deparbment
oE~~highunya—~may—ccerdinate-the—expenditnre-oé-pubiie-éund:
for-road-improvementss
fﬂf——Aii—Eundswhereby*a}iocated-eo-eeuntieST-céties7—and
towns-shaii-be-disburaed-to-the--towest--responaibie-—bidder
uccet&ing~-to—-app}icabie-bédding—procedures—feiiowed—in—aii
crsea-where—the-cantract-for--construstiony--reconstrnctions
maintenance;-or-repair-is-in-sxcess-of-5456805
f57-~Por—the—purpc:e=—oE—thia—secbion—whe:e—distribution
of--fundas -~is--made-—sn--a--hasis-reiated-eo-popuiationy-the
pepuiabien-—:haii--be~-determined~-by—-the-—iast——-preeeding
officiai-federat-census<
féf--Por—--—the———pufposea———oE--“this——-secticn——-where
detesmination-cf-miteage—is—necessary--for--distribacion——of

funds;——ik-shail-be—the-responsibitity-of-the-ettiesy-townay
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and-~eeunties-to-furnish-te--the-—deparement--of~-highways—-a
yeariy-~-certified--statement--indicating--the--totai-miteage
within-their-respective-areas-appiicabie--te-—this--chapters
Ait--miteage--submitbed--shati--pa-—subiect-—to—-review-—and
spprovai-by-the-department-of-highways:
t7)y--Except-by-a-town-sr-ehird-class-city-as-pravided-in
subsection-{2y7-none-sf~-the—funds-authorizad-by-thita-section
shaii-be-used-for-the-purchase-of-capitai-equipmeant
+83—-Fundes--autherized-by-this-sertion-ahati-be-used-for
eenseruction-and~maintenanes-programs-oniy~-

{93-~Phe-department-of-justicer—-upon--determining--that

tha--county--treasureps——pf-—g-—-county-~£aitis-—-rto-enforce—-the

previsions-of-61-6-382,;--shali--eopeify——that--fact—~to—-the

department-of-highwaysy;-and-the-department-of-highwava-shati

deerease-—-the-payment—to-that—county-under—the-provistens-of

subsection—{iy{thi-by-2S4-for-each-year-untii-the--department

cf--justice-subsequantiy-coreifies-that-the-eounty-treasurer

ts-no-icnger—-failing-to-—anforca-the-provistons-of-§x-6-362<-"

SECTION 15. SECTION 61-6-302, MCA, IS AMENDED TO READ:

"61-6-~302. Proof SURRENDER OF REGISTRATION -- PROOF of

compliance. (1) Exeept-as-provided-in-subasetion-{2y>-before
any--appiicant-tequired-to-regtater-his-metor-vehicte-—may-de
sey-the-appiicant-must-certify-to-the-county-treasnrer—-that
he--possesses-—-an--—automabiie-—itabitiety-insuranes-policyr-a

cercificare-of-seif-insurances-cr-a-pested-indemnity-bond-or
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ehae—ha-is-etigibte~for-an-exemption-under-61-6-363-covering
the-motor-vehicles-Fhe-certification—-shaii--be--on--a~--£form
preseribed-by-the-department—Fhe-department-may-itmmediatery
eancet--+the--registeration--and-iicense-piates-of-the-vehicie
spon-netificatisn-that-the-inserance-certification--was——not
correctiy-representeds-Any-person-who—itntentionatty-provides
Enise-information-on-an-insurance-certification-tas-guiiey-of
unsworn—-fatsification-to-anthoritiesr-punishabie-as-provided
in-45-3-203=

t+2y--An—-appiteant--for--registration-of-a-motor-vehicie
who-wishes-te-register-the--vehtcte——by--mati--muse--sign--a
seacement-—an--the-appiication-seating-that-the-appticant-is
tn-compitance-with-che-finanetat-riahiticy-—requirements-—of
61-6-38%<

+3+ An owner of a motor vehicle who ceases to maintain

the insurance or bond required wunder 61-6-3¢l or whose

certificate of self-insurance is canceled or whose vehicle

ceases to be exempt under 61-6-603 shall immediately

surrender the registration and license plates for the
vehicle to the. county treasurer for delivery to the
department and may not cperate or permit operation of the
vehicle in Montana until insurance has again been furnished
as required and the vehicle is again registered and
iicensed.

td3(2) éE£very A person shall carry in a motor vehicle
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being operated by him an insurance card approved by the
department but issued by the insurance carrier to the motor
vehicle owner as proof of compliance with 61-6-301. A motor
vehicle operator shall exhibit the insurance card upon
demand of a justice cof the peace, a city or municipal judge,
a peace officer, a highway patrol officer, or a field deputy
or inspector of the department.However;-ns A person charged
with violating this subsection may not be convicted if he
produces in court or the office of the arresting officer

proof cof insurance valid at the time of his arrest.”

NEW sEcTIion. SECTION 16. COORDINATION INSTRUCTION. ON

PASSAGE AND APPROVAL OF THIS BILL, HOUSE BILL NO. 98 IS

voID.

NEW SECTION. Section 17. Repealer. Sections 10-1-110,
61-3-304, 61-3-444, 61-3-445, 61-3-347, 61-3-451, and
61-3-505, MCA, are repealed,

NEW SECTION. Section 18. Instructions to code
compissioner. To conform with the provisions of [this act},
the code commissigner shall make the following revisions:

{1} in 49-4-302(2) and {3), change 61-3-451 to
61-3-332(10){c):

(2) in 49-4-304{1), change 61-3-445 to
61-3-332+30%¢teX>(10) (F);

(3) in 61-3-313(3), change 61-3-451 to 61-3-332(16)(c};

{4) in 61-3-4467:
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(A) change:

ta¥(I) 61-3-444 to 61-3-332{10)(d);
to¥(II) 61-3-445 to 61-3-332¢36+te+(10)(F);
te¥{III) 61-3-447 to 61-3-332(10)(b}; and
¢4y (IV) 61-3-451 to 61-3-332(10)(c}; AND
{(B) INSERT 61-3-332(1C)(E};

{(5) in 61-3-452, 61-3-453, 61-3-454, 61-3-455, and
61-3-504(2), change 63-3-451 to 61-3-332(10)(c);

{6) in 61-3-507, delete ™and 61-3-505" at the end of
subsection (1) in the temporary version and at the end of
the permanent version.

-End-~-
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on Senate Bill No. 191 \
Report No. 1, April 18, 1991 \

Conference Committee QXAQI .{}jBQY/

Page 1 of 1

Hr. President and Mr. Speaker:

We, your Conference Committee on Senate Bill No. 191, met and
considered the amendments in the House Highways and
Transportation Standing Committee Report dated March 21, 1991 and
We recommend that Senate Bill No. 191 (reference copy - salmon)
be amended as follows:

1. Title, page 2, line 4.
Following: "ANB"
Insert: "AND"

Strike: "AND 61-6-3@2.,"

2. Page 45, line 19, through page 47, line 19,
Strike: section 15 in its entirety
Renumber: subsequent sections

And that this Conference Committee report be adopted.

For the Senate: For the House;

_&U(_m;, ‘ ‘
Chair, Sen. C. Weeding Chair, Rep. . HcCulloch

; Sen. B. Bruski %, Rep. J, Hagison

Lolf Fren

Sen. B, Farrell Rep R. Tunhy

Amd. Coord.
Sec. of Senate C.CR d’
ADOPT sR 19

REJECT 831555CC.831
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SENATE BILL NO. 191
INTRODUCED BY T. BECK

BY REQUEST OF THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: “AN ACT TO GENERALLY REVISE
MOTOR VEHICLE REGISTRATION AND TITLING LAWS; DEBETINS-THE
REQUIREMENT-FOR-EBRPIPICAPION-OP-bIABILTIFY - INSURANEE-ON-—-FHE
PROVIDING

REGEISPRAPION---RECREPP; FOR THE ISSUANCE OF

SPECIAL-PURPOSE LICENSE PLATES, IRCLODING LICENSE PLATES

ISSUED TO SORVIVORS OF THE PEARL HARBOR ATTACK, BY CREATING

A GENERIC PLATE WITH A DESIGN OR DECAL INDICATING THE

SPECTAL PURPOSE; PRCVIDING THAT A DISABLED VETERAN HAS THE

OPTION OF RECEIVING A HANDICAPPED LICENSE PLATE OR, IF

QUALIFIED, AN EX-PRISONER OF WAR LICENSE PLATE; CREATING A

NEW CLASS OF DEALER PLATE FOR RECREATIONAL VEHICLE DEALERS;
ALLOWING FOR REPLACEMENT PLATES INSTEAD OF ISSUING DUPLICATE
LICENSE PLATES; REMOVING THE EXCEPTION FOR ELECTRICALLY
DRIVEN VEBICLES IN THE VEHICLE IDENTIFICATION NUMBER
STATUTE; TRANSFERRING THE DUTY OF INSPECTING DEALERS FROM
THE HIGHWAY PATROL TO THE MOTOR VEHICLE DIVISION; PROVIDING
THAT EXEMPT PLATES BE REISSUED ONLY WHEN DAMAGED OR
DESTROYED; INCREASING THE PENALTY FOR VIOLATING VEHICLE
TITLING, REGISTRATION, OR TAXATION LAWS; REPDUEINGS--THE

ABROGEAFEON-OFP~BASOhENE-PAK-PENDS-F6-A-COUNP¥-FOR—PAILHURE--T0

ENFOREE--PHE-~PROOP--0F--CEMPhIANEE-PROVEISIGN; VOIDING HOUSE
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BILL NO. 98; AMENDING SECTIONS  15-78-38%7y  61-1-130,
61-3-101, 61-3-201, 61-3-205, 61-3-206, 61-3-303, 61-3-305,
61-3-332, 61-3-333, 61-3-465, 61-3-510, 61-3-601, 61-3-604,
AND AND 61-4-101, ANP--6t-6-30627 ANB--61-6-3627 MCA; AND
REPEALING SECTIONS 10-1-110, 61-3-304, 61-3-444, 61-3-445,

61-3-447, 61-3-451, AND 61-3-505, MCA."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
Section 1. section 61-1-130, MCA, is amended to read:
*61~-1-130. Motor home. "Motor home" as used in 61-3-521

and 61-3-522 means a seif-propeited motor vehicle originaiiy

designed-—-or---permanentiy--attered--to--provide—-temporary
facititien-for-recreationaly-traveiy-or-camping-use:

(1) designed t¢ provide temporary living guarters,

built as an integral part of or permanently attached to a

self-propelled motor vehicle chassis or wvanj;

{(2) containing permanently installed independent life

support systems that meet the ANSI/All19.2 standard; and

(3)  providing at least four of the following types of

faciljties:

(a) cooking, refrigeration, or icebox:

{b) self-contained toilet;

[c) heating or air-conditioning, or both;

(d) potable water supply, including a faucet and sink;

-2- SB 191
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(e) separate 110-volt or 125-volt electrical power

supply or a ligquified petroleum gas supply, or both."

Section 2. Section 61-3-101, MCA, is amended to read:

"61-3-101. Duties of department -- records. (1) The
department shall keep a record as hereinafter specified in
this section of all motor vehicles, trallers, and
semitrailers of every kind, and of certificates of

registration and cwnership thereaf of those vehicles, and of

all manufacturers and dealers in motor vehicles.

{2} In the case of motor vehicles, trailers, and
semitrailers, the record shei} must show the following:

{a) name of owner, residence by town and county, and
business address:

(b} name and address of conditional sales vendor,
mortgagee, or other lienholder and amount due under contract
aor lien;

(c) manufacturer of ear vehicle;

(d) manufacturer's designation of style of ear—-or
vehicle;

(e) identifying number:

(£) year of manufacture;

(g) character of motive power and shipping weight of
ear vehicle as shown by the manufacturer:

(h) the distinctive 1license number assigned to the

vehicle if any:

—3- SB 191
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{i) if a truck or trailer, the number of tons' capacity
or GVHW if imprinted on manufacturer's identification plate;

(j) except as provided in_ 61-3-103, the name and

complete address of any holder of a perfected security

interest in a vehicle; and

t4¥(k) sueh other information as that may from time to
time be found desirable.

{3} The department shall file applications for
registration received by it from the county treasurers of
the state and register the vehicles theyein described in the

applications and the owners thereef of the vehicles in

suitable books or on index cards, as follows:

(a) under the distinctive license number assigned to
the vehicle by the county treasurer;

(b} alphabetically undét the name of the owner;.

(c) numerically under make and identifying number of
the vehicle; and

{d) sueh other index of registration as the department
considers expedient.

(4) Vehicle registration records and indexes and
driver's license records and indexes may be maintained by
electronic recording and storage media.

{5) In the case of dealers, the records shaii must show
the information contained in the application for dealer's

license as required by 61-4-101 through 61-4-105, as well as
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the distinctive license number assigned to the dealer,
(6) In order to prevent an accumulation of unneeded
records and files, the department shaii-have-the-anthoriey

and-it-shaii-be-¢ts has the authority and the duty to

destroy all records and files whieh that have ceased to be
of-any have value.

(7) The department may establish and maintain a
short-wave radio station in order to report motor vehicle
:egistrétion information to the highway patrol, to sheriffs,
and to the chiefs of police of each incorporated city of the
state who are able to communicate with sueh the short-wave
radic station.

(8) All records shatl must be open to inspection during
all reasonable business hours, and the department shall
furnish any information from the records upon payment by the
applicant of the cost of transcribing the information
requested.”

Section 3. Section 61-3-201, MCA, is amended to read:

"61-3-201. Transfer of interest -- cancellation of
erroneous certificate of ownership. (1) Upon a transfer of
any interest in a motor wvehicle registered under the
provisions of this chapter, the person whose interest is to
be transferred shall write his signature with pen and 1ink
upon the certificate of ownership issued for the vehicle in

the appropriate space provided upsn-the-reverse—side-sf--the
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certificate, and the signature must be acknowledged before
the county treasurer, a deputy county treasurer, or a notary
public,

(2) Within 20 calendar days after endorsement, the
transferee shall forward both the endorsed certificate of
ownership with the odometer mileage statement required under
61-3-206 and the certificate of registration, together with
the information required under 61-3-202, to the county
treasurer, who shall forward them to the department. The
department may not issue a certificate of ownership or
certificate of registration until the outstanding
certificates are surrendered to that office or their loss is
established to its reasonable satisfaction. Failure to make
application within the 20-day grace period subjects the
transferee to a penalty of $10. The county treasurer shall
collect the penalty at the time of reqgistration. The penalty
is in addition to the fees otherwise provided by law. If the
transferee does not make application within 25 days, a
creditor or secured party may pay the fees for the transfer
of title and filing of security interest or lien in order to
have title transferred to the transferee and have the
security interest or 1lien Ffiled. The creditor or secured
party is not liable for the penalty, registration fees, or
taxes. 'The department shall return the certificate of title

to the county treasurer as provided in 61-3-103(1). When the

-6- SB 191



~ ¢t

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
i9
20
21
22
23
24

25

SB 0191/05

certificate of ownership is returned by the department to
the county treasurer, the treasurer shall hold the
certificate of ownership until the vehicle 1is properly
registered.

(3) In the event of a transfer by operation of law of
any interest in a motor vehicle as upon inheritance, devise,
or bequest, order in bankruptcy or insolvency, execution
sale, repossession upon default in the performance of the
terms of a lease or executory sales contract, or otherwise
than by voluntary act of the person whose title or interest
is transferred, the executor, administrator, receiver,
trustee, sheriff, or other represeatative or successor in
interest of the person whose interest is transferred shall
forward to the department an application for a certificate

of cwnership in the form required by the department £fer——an

ariginal-—-appticacion——-for--a--certificate--of-—ownership,
together with a verified or certified statement of the
transfer of interest. The statement must set forth the
reascn for the involuntary transfer, the interest
transferred, the name of the person to whom the interest is
to be transferred, the process of procedure effecting the
transfer, and other information requested by the department.
Evidence and instruments otherwise required by law to effect
a transfer of legal or equitable title to or an interest in

chattels as may be required in such cases must be furnished
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with the statement. If the department is satisfied that the
transfer is reqular and that all formalities reguired by law
have been complied with, it shall send to the owner,
conditional sales vendor, lessor, mortgagee, and other
lienor, as shown by its records, notice of the intended
transfer and, not less than 5§ days after sending notice,
shall issue a new certificate of ownership and certificate
of registration to the transferee. The natice required by
this section is complied with by deposit in the posat cffice
in Deer Lodge, Montana, of the notice, postage prepaid,
addressed to the person at the respective address shown on
its records.

(4) When the vehicle certificate of ownership that is
involuntarily transferred 1is not registered in this state,
the procedure in subsection (3) must be followed in applying
for a new certificate of ownership and certificate of

registration bue; however, in lieu of the statement reguired

in subsection (3), the department may accept an affidavit of

repossession on the form provided by the state in which a

lien has been perfected and the department need not send

notice of intended transfer and shall issue a new
certificate of ownership and a new certificate of
registration to the person entitled toc  them the
certificates.

(5) (a) If the owner of one or more motor vehicles,
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trailers, semitrailers, or housetrailers registered under
this chapter and not exceeding a combined value of $15,000
dies without 1leaving other property necessitating the
procuring of letters of admipistration or letters
testamentary, the surviving spouse or other heir unless thé
property is by will otherwise bequeathed may secure transfer
of the decedent's certificate of ownership and the
certificate of registration for the vehicle.

(b) The person geeking transfer of the certificate of
ownership shall file an affidavit with the department
setting forth the fact of survivorship and the name and
address of any other heirs and other facts as are necessary
under subsection ({5){a) to entitle the affiant to a
transfer.

(c) The department is authorized to transfer the
certificate of ownership and certificate of registration,
subject to all security interests shown by its records, upon
receipt of an affidavit showing that the affiant is entitled
to a transfer under the provisions of subsection (5)(a) of
this section.

{6y MNothing in subsection (5) prevents any a secured
party from assigning his  interest in a motor vehicle
registered under the provisions of this chapter to any other
person without the consent of and without affecting the

interest of the holder of the certificate of ownership and
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certificate of registration. Upon any assigoment by a
secured party of his security interest in any motor wvehicle
registered uynder this chapter, a copy of the assignment must
be filed with the department and a record of the assignment
made upon its records.

{(7) The certificate of ownership is wvalid until
canceled by the department upon a transfer of any interest
shown in the certificate, and annual renewal is not needed.

(8) (a) Upon its determination that a certificate of
ownership contains an error caused by the department, the
department may cancel the certificate of ownership and issue
a replacement for the erroneocus certificate if the owner has
returned the certificate to be canceled.

(b) Any person who £fails to return a certificate of
ownership issued with an error caused by the department
after receiving actual notice of the department's demand for
the return of the certificate as required by subsection
(8)Y(a) is guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction may be
fined an amount not to exceed $500."

Section 4. Ssection 61-3-205, MCA, is amended to read:

*61-3-205. Transfer of ownership of vehicles by
ingurance company. (1) When an insurance company or its
adjuster has taken possession of a motor vehicle as a result
of settling an insurance claim and transfers ownership of

the motor vehicle, it shall deliver to the transferee at the
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time of transfer a certificate of ownership signed and

acknowledged by the registered owner or owners before the

county treasurer, a deputy county treasurer, or a notary
public.

(2) If the certificate of ownership names one or more
holders of a perfected security interest in the motor
vehicle, the insurance company or.its adjuster shall also
secure andu deliver to the transferee a release from the
secured party of the security interest.”

Section 5. section 61-3-206, MCA, is amended to read:

"61-3-206. Odometer disclosure requirements on transfer
of vehicle -- dealer to preserve record. (1) Except as
provided in subsection (3), before executing any transfer of
ownership dJdocument relating to a motor vehicle, each seller
of a motor vehicle shall reccrd on the certificate of
ownership the odometer reading at the time of transfer or,
if the certificate of ownership does not provide for the

recording of the odometer reading, furnish to the purchaser

a written statement signed by eaech the seller, who shall

alsoc print his name on the written statement, containing the

following information:
{a) the odometer reading at the time of transfer;
(b) the date of transfer;
(c} the seller's name and current address:

(d} the purchaser's name and current address:
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{e) the vehicle year, make, model, body style, and
identification number;

(f) one of the following statements or certification:

(i) a certification by the seller that, to the best of
his knowledge, the odometer reading reflects the actual
miles or kilometers the vehicle has been driven;

{ii) if the seller knows that the odometer reading
reflects ;;he amount of mileage in excess of the designed
mechanical odometer limit of 99,999 miles or kilometers, he
shall inciude a statement to that effect; or

{iii) if the seller knows that the odometer reading
différs from the number of miles or kilometers the vehicle
has actually traveled and that the difference is greater
than that caused by odometer calibration error, he shall
include a statement that the odometer reading is not the
actual mileage and should not be relied upon.

{2) The purchaser ‘shall acknowledge receipt of the

disclosure statement by signing it and printing his name on

the disclogsure statement.

(3} The seller of the following types of motor vehicles
need not disclose the ocdometer reading of * the vehicle as
required.in subsection (1):

{a) a motor vehicle that is 1D years old or older;

{b) a wvehicle that is not self-propelled;

{c) a new motor vehicle transferred between dealers
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prior to its first retail sale, unless such vehicle has been
used as a demonstrator;

{d) a vehicle having a gross weight rating of more than
16,000 pounds; or

(e} a vehicle s0ld directly by the manufacturer o an
agency of the United States.

{4y A dealer 1licensed under §1-4-101 shall create a
record of the information required in subseétion {1) and
shall maintain and preserve that record for at least S years
after the date of sale of the motor vehicle to which the
information pertains.”

Section 8. section 61-3-303, MCA, is amended to read:

“61-3-363. Application for registration. (1) Every
owner cof a motor vehicle operated or driven upon the public
highways of this state shall for each motor vehicle owned,
except as herein otherwise expressly provided, file or cause
to be filed in the office of the county treasurer where the
owner makes his permanent residence at the time of making
the application or, if the vehicle is owned by a corporation
or used primarily for commercial purposes, in the taxing
jurisdiction of the county where the vehicle is permanently
assigned, an application for registration or reregistration
upon a blank form toc be prepared and furnished by the
depa nt. The application shall contain:

(a) name and address of owner, giving county, school
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district, and town or city within whose corporate limits the
motor vehicle is taxable, if taxable, or within whose
corporate 1limits the owner's residence is located if the
motor vehicle is not taxable;

{b) name and address of the holder of any security
interest in the motor vehicle:;

{c} description o¢f motor vehicle, including make, year
model, engine or serial number, manufacturer’'s model or
letter, gross weight, type of hody, and if truck, the rated
capacity; and

tdy——in-case-cf-reregistration;-the-ticenae-—numbher—-for
the-preceding—year;—and

tey{d) s=sueh other information =as that the department
may require.

(2) A person who files an application for registration
or reregisktration of a motor vehicle, except of a mobile
home as defined in 15-1-101{1), shall upon the filing of the
application pay to the county treasurer:

(a) the registration fee, as provided in 61-3-311 and
61-3-321; and

(b} unless it has been previously paid:

(1) the personal property taxes assessed against the
vehicle for the current year of registration and the
immediately previous year; or

(ii) the new motor vehicle sales tax against the vehicle
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for the current year of registration.

(3} The application may not be accepted by the county
treasurer unless the payments required by subsection (2)
accompany the application. The department or its agent may
not assess and the county treasurer may not collect taxes or
fees for a period other than:

(a) the current year; and

(b) the immediately previous year, if the vehicle was
not registered or operated on the highways of the state,
regardless of the period of time since the vehicle was
previously registered or operated.

(4) The department or its agent may make full and
complete investigation of the tax status of the vehicle. Any
applicant for registration or reregistration must submit
proof Erom the tax or other appropriate records of the
proper county at the request of the department or its
agant."

Section 7. section 61-3-305, MCA, is amended to read:

*61-3-305. Blanks to be provided. It shaii--be 1is the
duty of the department to provide blank applicatiocn forms
outiining-and-providing-fer-the-information—needed--in--eaeh
ctzas--of--registration——requiredy and to furnish these upon
request to applicant for registration."

Section B. sSecticn 61-3-332, MCA, is amended to read:

"61-3-332. {Temporary) Number plates. (1) Every A motor
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vehicle that is driven upon the streets or highways of
Montana must display both front and rear number plates,
bearing the distinctive number assigned the vehicle. The
number plates are in eight 10 series: one series for owners
of motorecars, cne Eor owners of motor vehicles of the
motorcycle or quadricycle type, one for trallers, one for
trucks, one for dealers in vehicles of the motorcycle or
quadricycle type that bear the distinctive letters "MCD" or
the letters "MC" and the word "DEALER", one for franchised
dealers in new motorcars (including Erucks and trailers) or
new and used motorcars {including trucks and trailers) that
bear the distinctive letter "D" or the word "DEALER", one
for dealers in used motorcars only (including used trucks
and trailers) that bear the distinctive letters "UD" or the
letter "U" and the word "DEALER", and one for dealers in
trailers and/or semitrailers (new or used) that bear the
distinctive letters "DTR" or the letters "TR" and the word

“DEALER", one for dealerg in recreational vehicles that bear

the distinctive letters "RV" or the letter "R" and the word

"DEALER", and one for special license plates. All markings

for the aferementioned various kinds of dealers' plates must
be placed on the number plates assigned thereto in the
position that the department designates.

(2) All number plates For motor vehicles must be issued

for a minimum pericd of 4 years, bear a distinctive marking,
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and be furnished by the state. In years when number plates
are not issued, the department shall provide nonremovable
stickers bearing appropriate registration numbers that must
be affixed to the license plates in use,

(3) Subject to the provisions of this section, the
department shall create a new design for number plates as
provided in this section, and it shall manufacture the newly
designed number plates for issuance after January 1, 1991,
to replace, at renewal as required in 61-3-312 and 61-3-314,
number plates that were displayed on motor vehicles before
that date.

(4) In the case of motorcars and trucks, plates must be
of metal 6 inches wide and 12 inches in length. The outline
of the state of Montana must be used as a distinctive border
on such license plates, and the word "Montana" and the year
must be placed across the plates. Such registration plates
must be treated with a reflectorized background material
according to specifications prescribed by the department.

{5) The distinctive registration numbers must begin
with a number one or with a letter-number combination, such
as "A 1" or "AA 1", or any other similar combination of
letters and numbers. The distinctive registration number or
letter—-number combination assigned t¢ the vehicle must
appear on the plate preceded by the number of the county and

appearing in horizontal order on the same horizontal
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baseline. The county number must be separated from the
distinctive registration number by a separation mark unless
a letter—number combination is used. The dimensions of such
numerals and letters must be determined by the department,
and all county and registration numbers must be of equal
height.

{6) For the use of tax-exempt motor vehicles, in

addition to the markings herein provided in this section,

number plates must have-—therson bear the following
distinctive markings:

{a) For vehicles owned by the state, the department may
designate the prefix number for the variocus state
departments. All pnumbered plates issued to state departments
must bear the words "State Owned”, and no year number may be
indicated thereon because these numbered plates are of a
permanent nature and will be replaced by the department only
when the physical condition of numbered plates requires it.

(b) For vwvehicles that are owned by the counties,
municipalities, irrigation districts organized under the
laws of Montana and not operating for profit, and school
districts and that are used and operated by officials and
employees thereof in line of duty and for vehicles on 1loan
from the United States government or the state of Montana
to, or owned by, the civil air patrol and used and cperated

by officials and employees thereof in the line of duty.
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there must be placed on the number plates assigned thereto,
in a position that the department may designate, the letter
"X" or the word "EXEMPT". Distinctive registration numbers
for plates assigned to motor vehicles of each of the
counties in the state and those of the municipalities and
school districts situated within each of the counties and
theose of the irrigation districts that obtain plates within
each county must begin with number one and be numbered

consecutively. Because _these number plates are of a

permanent nature, they are subject to replacement by the

department only when the physical condition of the number

plates requires it and a year number may not be displayed on

the number plates.

{7) ©On all number plates assigned to motor vehicles of
the truck and trailer type., other than tax-exempt trucks and
tax—-exempt trailers, there must appear the letter "T" or the
word "TRUCK" on plates assigned tc trucks and the letters
"TR" or the word "TRAILER" on plates assigned to trailers
and housetrailers. The letters "MC" or the word "CYCLE" must
appear c¢n plates assigned to vehicles of the motorcycle or
quadricycle type.

(8) Number plates issued to a passenger car, truck,
trailer, or vehicle of the motorcycle or quadricycle type
may be transferred only to a replacement passenger car,

truck, trailer, or motorcycle— or quadricycle-type vehicle.
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No registration or license fee may be assessed upon a
transfer of a number plate under 61-3-317 and 61-3-3135.

{9) For the purpose of this chapter, the several
counties of the state are assigned numbers as follows:
silver Bow, 1; Cascade, 2; Yellowstone, 3; Missoula, 4:
Lewis and Clark, 5; Gallatin, 6; Flathead, 7; FPergus, 8;
powder River, 9; Carbon, 107 Phillips, 11; Hill, 12:
Ravalli, 13; Custer, 14; Lake, 15; Dawson, 16: Roosevelt.
17; Beaverhead, 18; Chouteau, 19; Valley, 20; Toole, 21; Big
Horn, 22; Musselshell, 23; Blaine, 24; Madison, 25; Pondera,
26; Richland, 27; Powell, 28: Rosebud, 29; Deer Lodge, 30;
Teton, 31; Stillwater, 32; Treasure, 33; Sheridan, 34;
sanders, 1315; Judith Basin, 36; paniels, 37; Glacier, 38;
Fallon, 39; Sweet Grass, 40:; McCone, 41; Carter, 42;
Broadwater, 43; Wheatland, 44; pPrairie, 45; Granite, 46;
Meagher, 47; Liberty, 48; Park, 49; Garfield, 50; Jefferson,
51; Wibaux, 52; Golden Valley, 53; Mineral, B54&; Petroleum,
55; Lincoln, 56. Any new counties must be assigned numbers
by the department as they may pe formed, beginning with the
number 57.

{10) Each type of special license plate approved by the

legislature, except collegiate license plates authorized in

61-3-463, must be a separate series of plates, numbered as

provided in subsection (5), except that the county number

nust be

replaced by a nonremovable design or decal
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designating the qroup or organization to which the applicant

belongs. Unless otherwise gspecifically stated in this

section, the special plates are subject to the same rules

and laws as govern the issuance of reqgular license plates,

must be placed or mounted on a vehicle owned by the person

who is eligible to receive them, and must be removed upon

sale or other disposition of the vehicle. The special

license plates must be issued to naticnal guard members,

former priscners of war, handicapped persocns, reservists,

and disabled veterans, AND SURVIVORS OF THE PEARL HARBOR

ATTACK who comply with the following provisions:

(&) An active member of the Montana national guard may

be issued a special license plate with a design or decal

displaying the letters “NG". The adjutant general shall

issue to each active member of the Montana national guard a

certificate authorizing the division to issue cone set of

national guard plates, and the member shall surrender the

plates to the division upon becoming ineligible to use them.

{b) An active member of the reserve armed forces of the

United States of America who is a resident of this state may

be issued a special license plate with a design or decal

displaying the following: United States army reserve, AR

(symbol); United States naval reserve, NR (anchor); United

States air force reserve, AFR (symbol); United States marine

corps  reserve, MCR (globe and anchor}. The commanding

-21- SB 191

[T - I - .

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
2t
22
23
24

25

SB 0191/05

cfficer of each armed forces reserve unit shall issue to

each eligible member of the reserve unit a certificate

authorizing the issuance of one set of plates. The member

shall surrender the plates to the division upon becoming

ineligible to use them.

{c} A resident of Montana who is a veteran of the armed

forces of the United States and who is 100% disabled because

of an injury that has been determined by the wveterans'

administration to be service-connected may . upon

presentation to the division of proof af the 100%

disability, be issued a special license plate under this

section with & design or decal displaying the letters "pDv"

OR_THE HANDICAPPED LICENSE PLATE PROVIDED FOR IN 61-3-445.

{i) The fee for original or renewal registration by a

100% disabled veteran for a passenger vehicle or a truck

with a GVW-rated capacity of 1 ton or less is §5 and is in

lieu of all other fees and taxes for that vehicle under this

chapter. A DISABLED VETERAN WHO MEETS THE REQUIREMENTS FOR

ISSUANCE OF A "DV" LICENSE PLATE AND WHO ALSO QUALIFIES FOR

THE ISSUANCE OF AN EX-PRISONER OF WAR LICENSE PLATE MAY

OBTAIN THE EX-PRISONER OF WAR LICENSE PLATE UPON PAYMENT OF

THE SAME S5 FEE.

{ii) Special licenge plates issued to a disabied veteran

are not transferrable to another person.

{(iii} A disabled veteran is not entitled to a special
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license plate for more than one vehicle,

{iv) A wehicle lawfully displaying a disabled veteran's

plate and that is conveying a 100% disabled veteran is

entitled to the parking privileges allowed a handicapped

perscon's vehicle under this title,

{d) A Montana resident who is a veteran of the armed

forces of the United States and was captured and held

prisoner by a military force of a foreign nation, documented

by his service record, may upon application and presentation

of proof be issued a special license plate with a design or

decal displaying the words “ex-prisoner of war" or an

abbreviation as the department considers appropriate.

(E) UPON PAYMENT OF ALL TAXES AND FEES REQUIRED BY

PARTS 3 AND 5 OF THIS CHAPTER AND UPON FURNISHING PROOF

SATISFACTORY TO THE DEPARTMENT THAT THE APPLICANT MEETS THE

REQUIREMENTS OF THIS SUBSECTION (Ej, THE DEFPARTMENT SHALL

ISSUE TO A MONTANA RESIDENT WHO IS A VETERAN OF THE ARMED

SERVICES OF THE UNITED STATES SPECIAL LICENSE PLATES, FOR

ONE MOTOR VEHICLE ONLY, DESIGNED TO INDICATE THAT THE

APPLICANT IS A SURVIVOR OF THE PEARL HARPOR ATTACK IF THE

APPLICANT WAS A MEMBER OF THE UNITED STATES ARMED FORCES ON

DECEMBER 7, 1941, WAS ON STATION ON DECEMBER 7, 1941, DURIKG

THE HOURS OF 7:55 A.M. TQO 9:45 A.M. (HAWAII TIME) AT PEARL

HARBOR, THE ISLAND OF OAHU, OR OFFSHORE AT A DISTANCE QF NOT

MORE THAN 3 MILES, AND RECEIVED AN HONORABLE DISCHARGE FROM
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THE UNITED STATES ARMED FORCES. 1IF SPECIAL LICENSE PLATES

ISSUED UNDER THIS SUBSECTION ARE LOST, STOLEN, OR MUTILATED,

THE RECIPIENT OF THE PLATES IS ENTITLED TO REPLACEMENT

PLATES UPON REQUEST AND WITHOUT CHARGE.

+e¥(F) A Montana resident who is eligible to receive a

special parking permit under 49-4-301 may, wupon written

application on a form prescribed by the department, be

issued a2 special license plate with a design _or decal

bearing a representation of a wheelchair as the symbol of

the handicapped person. {Terminates July 1, 199&é--sec. 4,

Ch. 654, L. 1989.)

61-3-332. (Bffective July 1, 199&) Number plates. (1)
Every A motor vehicle that is driven wupon the streets or
highways of Montana must display both front and rear number
plates, bearing the distinctive number assigned the vehicle.
The number plates are in eight 10 seriea: one series for
owners of motorcars, one for owners of motor vehicles of the
motorcycle or quadricycle type, one for trailers, one for
trucks, one for dealers in vehicles of the motorcycle or
quadricycle type that bear the distinctive letters "MCD" or
the letters "MC" and the word "DEARLER", one for franchised
dealers in new motorcars (including trucks and trailers) or
new and used motorcars (including trucks and trailers) that
bear the distinctive letter "D" or the word "DEALER", one

for dealers in used motorcars only (including used trucks
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and trailers} that bear the distinctive letters "UD" or the
letter "U" and the word "DEALER", and one  for dealers in
trailers and/or semitrailers (new or used) that bear the
distinective letters "DTR" or the letters “"TR" and the word

"DEALER", one for dealers in recreational vehicles that bear

the distinctive letters "RV" or the letter "R"™ and the word

"DEALER", and one for special license plates. All markings

for the mferementioned various kinds of dealers' plates must
be placed on the number plates assigned thereto in the
pesition that the department designates.

(2) All number plates for motor vehicles must be issued
for a minimum period of 4 years, bear a distinctive marking,
and be furnished by the state. In years when number plates
are pot issued, the department shall provide nonremovable
stickers bearing appropriate registration numbers that must
be affixed to the license plates in use.

{3) Subject to the provisions of thia section, the
department shall create a new design for number plates as
provided in this section, and it shall manufacture the newly
designed number plates for issuance after January 1, 1991,
to replace, at renewal as required in 61-3-312 and 61-3-314,
number plates that were displayed cn motor vehicles before
that date.

{(4) In the case of motorcars and trucks, number plates

must be of metal 6 inches wide and 12 inches in length. For
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number plates issued after 1976, the outline of the state of
Montana must be used as a distinctive border on such license
plates, and the word "Montana" and the year must be placed
acrass the bottom of the plates. Such registration plates
must be treated with a reflectorized background material
according to specifications prescribed by the department.

(5) The distinctive registration numbers must begin
with a number cne or with a letter-number combination, such
as "A 1" or "AA 1", or any other similar combination of
letters and numbers and be numbered consecutively for each
series of plates. The distinctive reqistration number or
letter-number combination assigned to the vehicle must
appear on the plate preceded by the number of the county and
appearing in horizontal order on the same horizontal
baseline. The county number must be separated from the
distinctive registration number by a separation mark unless
a letter—-number combination is used, The dimensions of such
numerals and letters must be determined by the department,
and all county and registration numbers must be of equal
height.

(6) For the use of tax-exempt motor vehicles, in
addition to the markings herein provided, number plates must
have thereon the following distinctive markings:

(a) For venicles owned by the state, the department may

designate the pretix number for the wvarious state

-26- SB 191



10
11
12
13
14
15
15
17
i8
19
20
21
22
22
24

25

S8 0131/05

departments. All numbered plates issued to state departments
must bear the words "State Owned"., and no yedar number may be
indicated thereon because these numbered plates are of a
permanent nature and will be replaced by the department only
when the physical condition of numbered plates requires it.
(b) For vehicles that are owned by the counties,
municipalicies, irrigation districts organized under the
laws of Montana and not operating for profit, and school
districts and that are used and operated by officials and
employees thereof in line of duty and for venhicles on loan
from the United States government or the state of Montana
to, or owned by, the civil air patrol and used and operated
by ocfficials and employees thereof in the line of duty,
there must be placed on the number plates assigned thereto,
in a position that the department may designate, the letter
"X" or the word "EXEMPT". Distinctive registration numbers
for plates assigned to motor vehicles of each of the
counties in the state and those of the municipalities and
school districts situated within each of the counties and
those of the irrigation districts that obtain plates within
each county must begin with number one and be numbered

consecutively., Because these number plates are of a

permanent nature, they are subiject to replacement by the

department only when the physical condition of the number

plates requires it and a year number may not be displayed on
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the number plates.

(7) On all number plates assigned to motor vehicles of
the truck and trailer type, other than tax-exempt trucks and
tax-exempt trailers, there must appear the letter "T" or the
word "TRUCK" on plates assigned to trucks and the letters
"TR" or the word "TRAILER" on plates assigned to trailers
and housetrailers. The letters "MC" or the word "CYCLE" must
appear on plates assigned to vehicles of the motorecycle or
quadricycle type.

(8) Number plates issued to a passenger car, truck,
trailer, or vehicle of the motorcycle or quadricycle type
may be transferred only to a replacement passenger car,
truck, trailer, or motorcycle- or quadricycle-type vehicle.
No registration or license fee may be assessed upon a
transfer of a number plate under 61-3-317 and 61-3-335.

(9) For the purpose of this chapter, the several
counties of the state are assigned numbers as follows:
Silver Bow, 1l; Cascade, 2; Yellowstone, 3; Misscula, 4;:
Lewis and Clark, 5; Gallatin, &; Flathead, 7; Ferqus, B8;
Powder River, 9; Carbon, 10; Phillips, 11; Hill, 12;
Ravalli, 13; Custer, 14; Lake, 15; Dawson, 16; Roosevelt,
17; Beaverhead, 18; Chouteau, 19; Valley, 20; Toole, 21; Big
Horn, 22; Musselshell, 23; Blaine, 24; Madison, 25; Pondera,
26; Richland, 27; Powell, 28; Rosebud, 29: Deer Lodge, 130;

Teton, 31; Stillwater, 32; Treasure, 33; Sheridan, 34;
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Sanders, 3%; Judith Basin, 36; Danlels, 37; Glacier, 38;
Fallon, 39; Sweet Grass, 40; McCone, 4l; Carter, 42;
Broadwater, 43; Wheatland, 44; Prairie, 45; Granite, 46;
Meagher, 47; Liberty, 48; Park, 49; Garfield, 50; Jefferson,
51; Wibaux, 52; Golden Valley, 53; Mineral, 54; Petroleum,
55; Lincoln, 56. Any new counties must be assigned numbers
by the department as they may be formed, beginning with the
nﬁmber 57.

(10) Each type of special license plate approved by the

legislature, except collegiate license plates authorized in

61-3-463, must be a separate series of plates, numbered as

provided in subsection (5), except that the county number

must be replaced by a nonremovable design_ or decal

designating the group or organization to which the applicant

belongs. Unless otherwise specifically stated in this

section, the special plates are subject to the same rules

and laws as govern the issuance of regqular license plates,

must be placed or mounted on a vehicle owneé by the persen

who is eligible to receive them, and must be removed upon

sale or other disposition of the vehicle, The special

license plates must be issued to national guard members,

former prisoners of war, handicapped persons, reservists,

and disabled veterans, AND SURVIVORS OF THE PEARL HARBOR

ATTACK who comply with the following provisions:

{a) An_active member of the Montana national guard may
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be issued a special license plate with a design or decal

displaving the letters "NG". The adjutant general shall

issue to each active member of the Montana national guard a

certificate authorizing the division to issue one set of

national guard plates, and the member shall surrender the

plates to the division upon becoming ineligible to use them.

{b} An active member of the reserve armed forces cf the

United States of America who is a resident of this state may

be issued a special license plate with a design or decal

displaying the following: United States army reserve, AR

{symbol); United States naval reserve, NR (anchor); United

States air force reserve, AFR (symbol); United States marine

corps reserve, MCR (gqlobe and anchor}. The commanding

officer of each armed forces reserve unit shall issue to

each eligible member of the reserve unit a certificate

authorizing the issuance of one set of plates. The member

shall surrender the plates to the division upon becoming

ineligible to use them.

(c) A resident of Montana who is a veteran of the armed

ferces of the United States and who is 100% disabled because

of an injury that has been determined by the veterans'

adminiscration to be service-connected may, upon

presentation to the division of proof of the 100%

disability, be issued a special license plate under this

section with_a design or decal displaying the letters "DV".
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(i) The fee for original or renewal registration by a

100% disabled veteran for a passenger vehicle or a truck

with a GVW-rated capacity of 1 ton or less is $5 and is in

lieu of all other fees and taxes for that vehicle under this

chagter .

{ii) Special license plates issued to a disabled veteran

are not transferrable to another person,

(iii) A disabled veteran is not entitled to a special

license plate for more than one vehicle.

(iv) A vehicle lawfully displaying a disabled veteran's

plate and that is conveying a 100% disabled veteran is

entitled to the parking privileges allowed a handicapped

person’'s vehicle under this title.

{d) A Montana resident who is a veteran of the armed

forces of the United States and was captured and held

prisoner by a military force of a foreign nation, documented

by his service record, may upon application and presentation

of proof be issued a special license plate with a design or

decal displaying the words "ex-prisoner of war" or an

abbreviation as the department considers appropriate,

(E) UPON PAYMENT OF ALL TAXES AND FEES REQUIRED BY

PARTS 3 AND 5 OF THIS CHAPTER AND UPQN FURNISHING PROOF

SATISFACTORY TO THE DEPARTMENT THAT THE APPLICANT MEETS THE

REQUIREMENTS OF THIS SUBSECTION (E}, THE DEPARTMENT SHALL

ISSUE TO A MONTANA RESIDENT WHO IS A VETERAN OF THE ARMED
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SERVICES OF THE UNITED STATES SPECIAL LICENSE PLATES, FOR

ONE MOTOR VEHICLE ONLY, DESIGNED TO INDICATE THAT THE

APPLICANT 15 A SURVIVOR OF THE PEARL HARBOR ATTACK IF THE

APPLICANT WAS A MEMBER OF THE UNITED STATES ARMED FORCES ON

DECEMBER 7, 1941, WAS ON STATION ON DECEMBER 7, 1941, DURING

THE HQURS OF 7:55 A.M. TO 9:45 A.M. (HAWAIT TIME} AT PEARL

HARBOR, THE ISLAND OF OAHU, OR OFFSHORE AT A DISTANCE OF NOT

MORE THAN 1 MILES, AND RECEIVYED AN HONORABLE DISCHARGE FROM

THE UNITED STATES ARMED FORCES. IF SPECIAL LICENSE PLATES

ISSUED UNDER THIS SUBSECTIOMN ARE LOST, STOLEN, OR MUTILATED,

THE RECIPIENT OF THE PLATES IS ENTITLED TQO REPLACEMENT

PLATES UPON REQUEST AND WITHOUT CHARGE.

+&¥{F} A Montana resident who is eligible to receive a

special parking permit under 49-4-301 may, upon written

application on a form prescribed by the department, be

issued a special license plate with a design or decal

bearing a representation of a wheelchair as the symbol of

the handicapped person.”

Section 9. section 61-3-333, MCA, is amended to read:

"61-3-3133. Replacing number plates. In the event of
loss, mutilation, or destruction of number plates, and/or
validation devices, the owner of the registered motor
vehiicle may obtain from the department duplicates thereof or

replacements of the number plates upon filing sworn

declaration showing such that fact and payment of a fee of
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$2, In the event of loss, mutilation, or destruction of
pioneer plates, duplicates may be obtained in the same
manner upon payment of a fee of $5."

Section 10. section 61-3-465, MCA, is amended tao read:

"61-3-465. Issuance —— application -- additional fee -—
disposition. {1) The department shall issue or renew
collegiate license plates upon receipt of an application
that shows:

(a) compliance with 61-2-3037-6%-3-364, 61-3-311, and
61-3-312; and

{b} payment to the county treasurer of:

(i) an initial application and manufacturing fee of
$2.50, when required; and

{ii) an annual schelarship donation of 520 for the
benefit of the institution named in the application.

(2) Once each month the county treasurer shall transfer
to the state treasurer the total of the amounts collected
for:

{(a) the initial application and manufacturing fee for
deposit in the Montana state prison industries account in
the proprietary fund for appropriation by the legislature to
pay the cost of manufacturing collegiate license plates; and

(b} scholarship dcnations provided for in subsection
(1y(b}(ii), alcng with a schedule showing the number of

collegiate license plates issued and the total donaticns
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received for the benefit of each institutien.

{3}y Once each month the state treasurer shall
distribute to the student academic scholarship fund or
foundation of each institution an amcunt equal to the total
donations credited to that institution and transferred to
the state treasurer by the county treasurers during the
preceding month."

Section 11. section 61-3-510, MCA, is amended tc read:

*61-3-510. Weed control fee. (1) A special weed control
fee of $1.50 must be assessed on the annual registration or
reregistration of each motor vehicle subject to
registration. The fee must be collected by the county
treasurer.

(2) Por purposes of this section, motar vehicle
includes:

(a) motor vehicle as defined in 61-1-102;

{b} motorcycle as defined in 61-1-105;

(c) motor-driven cycle as defined in 61-1-106; and

(d) quadricycle as defined in 61-1-133.

t3) The following vehicles are exempt from the fee:

(a) wvehicles owned or controlled by the United States
or a state, county, or city;

(b) wehicles exempt from payment of registration fees
by 61-3-321¢+7%(8); and

{c) vehicles or equipnment which is not self-propelled
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or which requires towing when moved upon a highway of this

state.,”
Section 12. section 61-3-601, MCA, is amended to read:
"61-3-601. Penalty for violations. Except as otherwise
provided, a violation of any of the provisions of this
chapter is a misdemeanor and is punishable by a fine not

exceeding $25 5500, Nothing eentained-herein in this section

prevents the prosecution of a person for an offense
committed under any other law."

Section 13. section 61-3-504, MCA, is amended to read:

"61-3-604. Penalty for altering identification number.
(1) A person who willfully removes or falsifies an
identification number of a motor vehicle or motor vehicle
engine is guilty of a misdemeanor.

(2) Any person or persons, firm, or corporation whiech
that sells or offers for sale in this state a vehicle the
original vehicle identification number of which has been
destroyed, removed, altered, covered, or defacedy-with-the
exception-ef-etectricatiy-propetied-vehicies; is guilty of a
misdemeanor and upon conviction thereof shall be punished by
a fine of not less than $200 or more than $500 and by
imprisonment 1n the county jall for a term of not 1ess than
30 days or more than 180 days. Upon a second or subsequent
conviction under this subséction, the punishment shall be

imprisonment in the state prison for a term of not less than
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1 year or more than 5 years or a fine in an amount not to
exceed $50,000, or both such fine and imprisonment.*

Section 14. Ssection 61-4-101, MCA, is amended to read:

"61-4-101. Application for dealer's license. (1) Every
person, firm, corporation, or association which, for
commission or profit, engages in the business of buying,
selling, exchanging, offering, taking for consignment,
soliciting, advertising the sale of, or acting as a broker
of new motor vehicles, recreational vehicles, used motor
vehicles, trailers (except trailers having an unloaded
weight o©f less than 500 pounds), semitrailers, or special
mobile equipment as defined in 61-1-104 shall file, by mail
or otherwise, in the office of the department a verified
application for licensure as a dealer, on a blank to be
furnished by the department for that purpose and containing
the information required. The application and all of the
information contained in it must be verified by the Montana
highway--patrel department. Each application must be
accompanied by the 1license fee specified in 61-4-102. A
dealer's license must be renewed and paid for annually, and
an application for relicensure must be filed not later than
January 1 of each year. If an application for renewal of a
license has been received by the department prior tc the
expiration of the license, the dealer may operate his

business and display dealer plates under the expired license
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between January 1 and February 15 following expiration.

{2) To qualify for licensure and the issuance and use
of "D", "UD", "RV", "DTR", or "MCD" plates as hereinafter
provided, the applicant must furnish the following
information and qualify under the following provisions:

(a) To gualify as a new motor vehicle dealer and for
‘the use of "D" plates, the applicant must:

(1) state the name under which the business'is to be
conducted and the location of the premises (street address,
city, county, and state) where records are kept, sales are
made, and stock of motor vehicles is displayed:

{ii) state the name and address of all owners or persons
having an interest in the business, provided that 4in the
case aof a corporation, the names and addresses of the
president and secretary are sufficient;

(iii) state the name and make of all motor vehicles
handled and the name and address of the manufacturer,
importer, or distributor with whom the applicant has a
written new motor vehicle franchise or sales agreement ;

{iv) execute a certificate to the effect that the
applicant has a permanent building for the display and sale
of new motor vehicles at the location of the premises where
sales are conducted;

(v} execute a certificate to the efEect that the

applicant has a bona fide service department for the repair,
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service, and maintenance of motor vehicles; and

{vi) execute a certificate to the effect that the
applicant is a bona fide dealer in new motor vehicles and
that he is recognized by & manufacturer, importer, or
distributor as a dealer in new motor vehicles.

{b) To qualify as a used motor vehicle dealer and for
the use of "UD" plates or, as a recreational vehicle dealer

and for the use of "RV" plates, as a trailer, semitrailer,

or special mobile equipment dealer and for the use of "DTR"
plates, or as a motorcycle or guadricycle dealer and for the
use of "MCD" plates, the applicant‘must shall, in addition
to the matters set forth in subsections (i) and (ii) of
subsection (2){a) above, provide:

{i) a statement that the applicant has a building or
lot and a sign readable at a minimum distance of 150 feet
indicating the firm name as the principal place of business
and that vehicles are offered for sale; and

{ii) a certificate to the effect that the applicant is a
bona fide dealer in wused motor vehicles, recreational
vehicles, trailers, semitrailers, special mobile equipment,
motorcycles, or quadricyciles. An applicant for a
recreational vehicle dealer license must shall also indicate
on the same certificate that he is recognized by a
manufacturer, importer, or distributor as a dealer in

recreational vehicles.
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{c}) To qualify £for a used motor vehicle dealer's
license, a person muse shall submit an annual application
for that license and comply with the provisions of
61-4-102(5) in addition to fulfilling the requirements of
subsection {2)(b).

(d) The provisions of subsection (2)(c) do not apply to
an applicant who is licensed as a motor vehicle wrecking
facility under the provisions of Title 75, chapter 10, part
5.

(3) (a) The applicant for a dealer's license shall also
file with his application a good and sufficient bond in the
sum of $5,000, and the bond must be conditioned that the
applicant shall conduct his business in accordance with the
requirements of the law. All bonds must run to the state of
Montana, must be approved by the department and filed in its
office, and must be renewed annually.

(b} A person who suffers loss or damage due to the
unlawful conduct of a dealer 1licensed under this secktion
shall obtain a judgment from a court of competent
jurisdiction prior to collecting the judgment Erom the
department. The department is responsible for payment under
this section, in an amount not to exceed the maximum bond
amount, only if the judgment on which the payment is based
determines a specific loss or damage amount and concludes

that the dealer's unlawful operation caused the loss or
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damage."
Seetion—-i5-—-Secktion-61-6-3827-MEA7-is—amended-to-reads
L§}-6-362+~-Proaf-of-compiiances-tiy-Breept-as—-previded
in-subsection-{2}7-before—any-appiicant-required-to-register
his--mator--vehiecle-may-do—-soy;-the-applicant-must-certify-to
the--county-—-treasurer—-that--he--possesaes-—gn—--antomebiie
Iiability-insurance-poitcyr-a-certificate-ef-seif-insurancey
er--g--posted--indenntty-—bond-or-+thae-he-is-etigibie-for-an
exemption-under-£-6-383-cavering--the--motor--vehicies——%he
earkification---shati---be—~on——a-—form--prescribed--by--the
departments——Fhe--department--may——-immediateiy--cancer-—--the
registration--—-and---itecense--piates--of--the--vehiete-—-upon
netification--that--the--insurance--certification-—was-—-not
correctliy-representeds-Any-person-who-intentionatly-provides
fatse-information-on-an-insurance-certificarion-is-guitety-of
unsworn-fataification~tn-ancheritinsy-punishabie-as—provided
in-45-3-263<
t2y--An--applicant--for--registration-of-a-mster-vehiclte
who-wishes-to-register—-the--vehickie--by--mati--must--sign--a
statement——on—-the-apptication-astating-thar-the-appticant—-is
in-esmptiance-with-the-financiat-tiabiticy-—requirements——of
61-6-361<
f3fiﬁi——An——owner-—oE——u--mater-—vehicie——who-—ceases—te

matneain-the-inserance~oar-bond-regquired under--61-6-368% or

whese——eartificate——of-—self-insurancre--is-canceied-or-whose
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vehicie-ceases-eo-be-exempt under-61-6-3683 shaii-immedtately
surrender--the--registration--and--ticense--piates—-for--the
vehicte--to-~-the--county--treasurer--for--deitvery--to---the
department--and--may--not-operate-sr-permit-operation-sf-che
vehicie-in-Montana-untii-insurance-has-again-been——furnished
as---required--and--the——vehiclie--is--again--registered--and
ticenseds

t43¢t2y--Bvery A person-shaii-ecarry-in--a--motor--vehicie
being--operated--by--him--an--insurance-card-approved-by-the
department-but-issued-by-the-insurance-carrier-to-the--motor
vehicie--cwner-as-proocf-cf-compitance-with-61-6-30i-—-A-moter
vehiete-eperator--shati--exhibit--the--itnsurance-—cardé--upon
demand-of-a-justice-of-the-peacer-a-city-or-munieipatr-judgey
a-peace-officery-a-highway-patrel-officery-or-a-£fieid-deputy
or-inspector—-of-the-departments-Howeverr-no A person-charged
with--vioiating--this--aubsection-may net be-convicted-if-he
produces-in-court-or-the-office--of--the-—arresting--efficer
proof-of-insurance-vatrid-at-the-time-af-his-arrese;d

Section-i5+-—Seection-15-70-10t7-MEA7—ta-amended-ro~-reads

M}5-38-38F---Diaposition----of---funds-—-—————- contingent
reduction-of-attocations Alii-taxes;-interestr;-and--penaities
cottected-—under--this—-chapters-execept-those-coltiected-by-=2
justicets-court;-shati-be-turned-over-promptiy-to-the--state
trepsurery--whe--shati--piace--the-same-in-the-state-speeial

revenne-£fynd-to-the-eredis-af-the-—-department--cf--highways<
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Fhose except--as--provided-—in--subsection-{3)j;7;-those fundas

hereinbetow-alisecated-to-citiesy-townar-and--counties—-shaii
be-patd-by-the-department-of-highways—from-the-atate-special
revenne-fund-te-such-citiesy-townsr-and-countiess
$34--51470005000--af——ehe——funds-—coliected--under—-thisa
chapter;—-except--those--coliected--by-a-justicels-courecs—ts
statutority-apprepriated;-as-provided-in--17-7-5827-~to--the
department--of-—highways--and-shati-be-aittocated-cach-£isecal
year-on-a-menthiy-basis-to--che--eounties—-and--incorporated
cititem-~-——and----townas-—---in---Montana--—-fer---canseructiony
reconstrnetionr-maintenancea;-and-repair-of-rurai--roads--and
city—-ar-town-streets-and-atieys;-as-provided-in-subasections
t+irtay-ehrongh-tiyteds
{ay-—-5547;0880-shati-be-destgnated-for——the--purposss--and
functiona---of-—--the-—-Montana--rural--technicat--assistance
transportation-program-in-Bozemans
tby--$673237000--ahaltl--be--divided--among—-—-the--vartous
eounties-in-the-foiltowing-manners:
tt}--48%-tn-the-ravite-rhat-the--rurat--road--miieage—-in
each--county;-exclusive-cf-the—federat-atd-interscate-systenm
and-the-federai-atd-primary-systemy-bears-te-the-totai-rurat
road-miteage-in-the--state;——exectusive--of--the--federat-atd
nterstate-system—and-the-federat-atd-primary-syatem;
titr-49%-—in-the—rapia—that-ehe-rural-poputation-in-ecach

county-outside-incorporacted-cities-and-cewna-—-bears—-to-—the
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total--rurai--peputation——in—-the-stace-outside-incorparatced
cities—and-townss
ti4)-20%~in-the-racio-that-the-tand-area-cf-each-county
bears-to-the-totai-tand-area-of-the-atates
tey--$37623;000-shati-be-divided-among-the--incorporated
cities-and-towna-in-che-foaliowing-manners
tiy--58%——cf--the--—sum-—-in-the-ratia-that-the-pepaiation
within-the-corporate-iimits—of-the-city-or-cown-beara-to-the
totat-population-within-corporate-timits-of-ati—-the-—ciries
and-towns—in-Montana;
+i+¥-50%--in--the-ratio-ethat-the-city-or-town-atreet-and
atley--miteage;--exclustve——eof--the--federat-atd--interatate
syaten-and-the-federat-atd-primary-systemy-within—-corporate
Iimits---bears--to--the--totar--strest--and-—airrey--mitenge;
exclusive—-af-—the---faderatr-aid---incerstate—-—-system-——-and
federat-aid-—primary--system;-within-the-corporate-iimits-of
ati-eities-and-towns-in-Montanar
t2y--Ait-funda-hereby-ntiocated-to-countiesr-citien;-and
tewns-shati-be-used-for--the--eonstructiony--recenstructiony
maintenancer-and-reparr-of-rurai-roadsr—eity-or-town-streeta
and-atlteys-or-for-the-share-which-such-city;—townr-er—county
might-otherwise-expend-for-propertionate-matching-of-£federatl
funds-—atiocated--for-—the--conatructicn-of-roads-or-streets
which-are-part--of--the--federal-atd--primary--or--secondary

nighway-—system-or-urban-excenstons-thereto;-execept-thae-the
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governing-body-of-a-town-sr-third-citass-eityr-as-defined--in
F-1-4iti7-may-each-year-expend-no-more-than-254-ef-che-£fands
atlceated-—to-that-etownror-third-ctass-city-for-the-purchase
ef-capital--equipment-—-and--soppiies-—to--ba--used-—-for--the
maintenance--and—-repatr-of-town-or-third-ciasss-city-streets
and-atieys-
+3}--Upen-receipt-of-the-altiecation-provided-hereiny-the
governing-bedies-of -—~the-—recipient--countiea;-—citeiesy--and
towns--shali--inform--the--department--cf-—highways——ef--the
purpeses--for——which--the-funds-wilti-be-expended-so-that-the
county-commissioners;-—the-governing-bodyy—and-the-department
cf-highways-may-coordinate-the-axpenditure-of--pubtie——funds
for-road-improvementss
t4}--Ati-funds-hereby-atiecated-to-countiesy;-citiesy-and
towns--shati--be--disbursed-to-the-lowesr-responsibie-bidder
according-te-appiicable-bidding-procedures-folrlowed--in--nii
cases--where-—the-cantract-for-esnseructiony-reconstructiens
maintenance;-or-repair-is-in-excess-of-547008+
t5)--FPor-the-purposes-of-thisa-sectian-where-diseribntion
of-funds-is-made-on--a--basis——-rerated--to--poputationy--the
poputation---shati--be--determined--by--the--tast--preceding
sffieint-federat-cenauss
+63--Per---the-——-purpsses——-of-——this—--section-—-—where
determinatien——of--mitesge--is-necessary-for-diseribution-of

funda;-ikt—shrit-be—the-responaibtitey-of-the-eities7--townsy
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and--counties--to--furnish--te--the-department-of-highways-a
yeariy-certified-—-statement——indicating——the——totai--milteage
within--thetr--respective--areas-appiieabte~to-this-chapters
Alri--miteage--submitted--shati--be--subject--to--review—-and
approval-by-the-department-of-highways~
t7)--Exeept-by-a—town-er-third-ectans-ciey-as-provided-in
subsection-{t237-none~of-the-funds-authorized-by-this-seckion
shati-be-used-for-the-purchase-of-capitai-equipments
+8¥~-Funds-anthorized-by-this-section-shati-be-used--for
construction-and-maintenance-programs-oniys

$931—-Fhe--department--of-—justicey-upon-determining—that

the-connty-treasurer——of--n--esunty——faits——ro——enforea——the

provisiona--ef--61-6-382y--shalti--certify——that--fact-to-the

department-of-highways;-and-the-department-of-highways—shatl

decrease-the—payment—te-that-county-under-the-provisions——of

subsection—--ti}tb}-by-25%-for-asach-ysar-until-the—department

ef-justice-subseguentiy-certifies-that-the-county--treasurer

£s-ne—tenger-£faiitng-tco-enforce-the-provisions-of-61-6-382:32

Seetion-iS5r---Seetion-61-6-3027-MEA7-t9-amended-to-reads

61-6-302+ Proof SHRRENDER-OF-REGISPRAPION----PROOF of

compliianesar {1} Except-as-pravided-in-subsection-(2}r-before
any-appiteant-required-to-register-his-moter-vehiclie—may—-de
soy--the-sppitecant-must-certify-to-the-county-treasurer-that
he-possesses-an-avtomobite--tiabttrty--tnsurance--pokteyy--a

certifiente-sf-seitf-rnsurancer-or-a-posted-indemnity-bond-or
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that-he-is-etigibite-for-an-exemption-under-6:-6-383-covering
the--motor--vehzcies~-Phe--certification--shati-be-an-a-form
preseribed-by-—the-departmentt—Fhe-depacement-may-immediately
cancei-the-regiatration-and-iticense-piates——ocf--the--vehicte
upan——notification-—-ehat-che—-insurance-certification-was-not
earrectiy-representedr-Any-person-who-tntentionatiy-provides
fatse-information-on-an-insurance-cereificarion-is-quitey-of
anaworn—fatsificacisn-+o-anthoritresr-punishable-as—provided
tn-45-3#-203%

t2y-—-An-applicant—for-registration-of-—a-—-motor--vehtcte
who--wishes--to--register--the--vehicte--by-mati-muse-sign-a
statement-on-the-applieation-searing-that-the--appricant—-is
tn-—comptiance~-with-the-financiai-tiabitity-regquirements—of
63~-6-36%~

3 An-owner-of-a-motor-vehicle-who—ceases-to--maintain

the——insdrance—-or—-bond--required under——-6+-6-38% or-whose

cerbificate-pf-setf-rnsurance-is-canceted-or--whose--vehicle

ceases--—to--be-—axempt ovnder—-61-6-683 ashati--immediatety

surrender--the--registration--and--ticense--piates--for--the
vehiclie--to--the--county--treasurer——for—-detivery——to———the
department--and--may--not-operate-or-permit-cperation-of-the
vehiclte-in-Mentana-until-insurance-has-again-been--furnished
as---regquired--and--the--venicie-—-ta--again--registered—-and
ttcanseds

t43t2+ Every A perscn-shali-carry-in--a--motor--vehicie
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being--eperated—-by-—him--an—-insurance-card-approved-—by—the
department-but-issued-by-the-insurance-carrier-to-the--motor
vehicie--awner-as-precf-of-compliiance-with-61-6-3017-A-moter
vehicie-operator--shaii-——exhibit—-the--tnsurance--eard--upen
demrand-sf-a-Justice-of-the-peacer-a-city-or-municipai-3judger
a-peace-officerr-a-highway-patrot-officer;-or-a-fietd-depaty
sr-inspector-ef-rhe-deparcment: Howevery—ne A perssn—charged
with--vietating—-this--subsection-may not be-convicted-if-he
produces-in-conrt-or~the-offigp——af--the--arresting—-officer
proof-of-insurance-valid-at-the-time—of-his-arresesd

NEw secTIion. SECTION 15. COORDINATION INSTRUCTION. ON

PASSAGE AND APPROVAL OF THIS BILL, HOUSE BILL NO, 98 IS

voin.

NEW SECTION. Section 16. Repealer. Sections 10-1-110,
61-3-304, 61-3-444, ©61-3-445, 61-3-447, 61-3-451, and
61-3-505, MCA, are repealed.

NEW SECTION. Section 17. Instructions to code
commisaioner. To conform with the provisions of {this act],
the code commissioner shall make the following revisions:

{1) in 49-4-302(2) and (3}, change 61-3-451 to
61-3-332(10)(c);

(2) in 49-4-304(1), change 61-3-445 ta
61-3-332¢363¢¢3(10) (F);

{3) in 61-3-313(3), change 61-3-451 to 61-3-332(10}(c);:

(4) in 61-3-4467:
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{A) change:

tay{l) 61-3-444 to 61-3-332(10)(d):
tby(II) 61-3-445 to 61-3-332¢8yter(10){(F);
tey[I11) 61-3-447 to 61-3-332(10)(b}; and
+43(IV) 61-3-451 to 61-3-332(10)(c); AND

{B) INSERT 61-3-332({10}{E};

(%) in 61-3-452, 61-3-453, 61-3-454, 61-3-455, and
61-3-504(2), change 63-3-451 to 61-3-332(10)(c);

(6) in 61-3-507, delete "and 61-3-505" at the end of
subsection (1) in the temporary version and at the end of
the permanent version.

-End-
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