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A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT T0O CONFORM THE VEHICLE

LENGTH LIMIT LAWS TO THE RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE WESTERN
ASSOCIATION QF STATE HIGHWAY AND TRANSPORTATION OFFICIALS;
TO INCREASE THE ALLOWABLE LENGTH FOR CERTAIN VEHICLES AND
VEHICLE COMBINATIONS; AND AMENDING SECTIONS 61-10-104,

61-10-124, AND 61-10-129, MCA.,"

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
Section 1. Section 61-10-104, MCA, is amended to read:
"$1-10-104. Length -- definitions. (1) A single truck,

bus, or any self-propelled vehicle, unladen or with Lload,

may not have an overall length, inclusive of front and rear
bumpers, in excess of 46 45 feet.

{2) (a) When used in a truck tractor-semitrailer
combination, the semitrailer may not exceed 53 feet in
length, excluding those portions not designed to carry a
load, except as provided by 61-10-124. When used in a truck
tracter-semitrailer—-trailer or a truck
tractor-semitrailer-semitrailer combination, the semitrailer
and trailer or the two semitrailers may not exceed 28 1/2
feet each in length, excluding those portions not designed

to carry a load, except as provided by 61-10-124. Truck
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tractor-semitrailer, truck tractor-semitrailer-trailer, and
truck tractor-semitrailer-semitrailer combinations, other

than a turnp:ike double, are not subject to an-overaii a

cembination length limit.

(b) A stinger-steered automcbile or boat transporter
may not exceed 75 feet in length plus a maximum 3 feet of
front overhang and 4 feet of rear overhang except as
provided by 61-10-124. "Stinger-steered automobile or boat
transporter” means a truck tractor-semitrailer combination
that has a fifrth wheel on a drop frame located behind and
below the rear axle of the +truck tractor and that is
designed and used for the transportation of vehicles orv
assembled boats or boat hulls.

(c) All other cocmbinations of vehicles may not have an
everat:r a combination lengthy-tnetusive-gf-front-and-rear
bumpers; in excess of 7% feet, except as provided by
61-10-124. If +the combination consists of more than two
units, the rear units of the combination shall be eqguipped
with breakaway brakes.

(3} A motor vehicle may not tow more than one motor
vehicle, and a motor vehicle may not draw more than three
motor vehicles attached to it by the triple saddle-mount
method (that is, by mounting the Eront wheels of one vehicle
on the bed of another, leaving only the rear wheels of the

vehicle in contact with the roadway), nor may this

INTRODUCED BILL
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combination have an-overai: a combination length;--imeiusive
of-frent-and-rear—bumpers; in excess of 65 feet.

(4) A passenger vehicle or truck of less than 2,000
pounds "manufacturers' rated capacity" may not tow more than
one trailer or semitrailer, nor may this combination have anm
cveratt a lengthy-inciusive-sf-frenrs-and--rear--bumpers; in
excess of 65 feet.

(5) As wused in this chapter, the following definitions

apply:

{a) "Combination length" means the total length of a

combination of vehicles, such as a truck

tractor-semitrailer-trailer combination, measured from the

front bumper of the motor vehicle to the back bumper or rear

extremity of the last trailer. including the connection

tongues .

{b} "Combined trailer length" means the total length of

a combination of trailers measured from the front of the

first trailer to the back of the last trailer, including the

cannection tongues.

(c) "Length" means the total longitudinal dimension of

a single vehicle, a trailer, or a semitrailer. The length of

a trailer or semitrailer is measured from the front of the

cargo-carrying unit to its rear, exclusive of safety or

energy efficiency devices, airt-conditioning units, ailr

conpressors, flexible fender extensions, splash and spray
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suppressant devices, bolsters, mechanical fastening devices,

and hydraulic lift gates.

{(d) "Rocky meountain double" means a combination of

vehicles that includes a truck tractor pulling a long

semitrailer and a shorter trailer.

(e} "Turnpike double" means a ccombination of vehicles

that includes a truck tractor pulling a long semitrailer and

an additional long trailer."

Section 2. Section 61-10-124, MCA, is amended to read:

"61-10-124, Special permits -- fee —— cranes. (1)} As
ased in this section, ‘“crane" means a self-propelled
single-unit wvehicle consisting of not more than four axles
and used for raising, shifting, and lowering heavy welights
by means of a projecting swinging arm.

(2} Except as provided in subsections {(3)}(b), {3)(d}.
and (6), in addition to the regular registraticn and gross
vehicle weight fees, a fee of $10 for each trip permit and a
fee of §75 for each term permit issued for size and weight
in excess of thar specified in 61-10-101 cthrough €1-10-110
must be pald for all movements under special permits on the
public hiahwavs under the jurisdiction of the department of
highways.

{3) i{a} Except as provided in subsections (3){b),
(3)(4d), and /6, term or blanket permits may not be issued

for an overwidth vehicle, combination of vehicles, load, or

-4-
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other thing in excess of 15 feet; an overlength vehicle,
combination of vehicles, 1locad: objeect, or other thing in
excess of 95 feet; and an overheight vehicle, combination of
vehicies, leoad, or other thing in excess of 14 feet, or of a
limit determined by the department. A vehicle, combination
of wvehicles, 1lcad, or other thing in excess of these

dimensions is limited to trip permits. A rocky mountain

double may not exceed 81 feet in combined trailer length,

the long semitrailer cargo unit of the combination may not

exceed 48 feet in length, and the shorter cargo unit may not

exceed 2B 1/2 feet in length. A rocky mountain double is not

subiject to a combination length limit. Special permits for

vehicle combinations of more than two trailers or more than
two units designed for or wused to carry a load are not
permitted except as provided in subsection (6). Special
permits for wvehicle combinations may specify and special
permits under subsection (6) must specify highway routing
and otherwise limit or prescribe conditions of operation of
the vehicle or combination, including but not limited to
required . equipment, speed, stability, operational
procedures, and insurance.

(b) A term permit may be issued to a dealer in
implements of husbandry and self-propelled machinery for an

overwidth or overlength vwvehicle referred to in subsection

{3)({a). The fee for this permit is $75. This permit covers a
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period cf 1 year and expires on December 31 of each year
with no grace period.
{(c} With payment of the appropriate gross weight €fee

fees required by 63-18-263 61-10-201 and 61-10-202 and with

payment of the fee prescribed in subsection (2), allowable
gross weight of a five-axle combination logging vehicle is
80,000 pounds.

{d) A term permit may be issued for any-combination-of

vehtecies a turnpike double that execeads-95--feer—-in--iength

but does not exceed 166 110 feet in combination lengthy
except———-—a--—--— truck-tratier-traiter————- or——--- [- Salafad cruck
tractor-semitratter-eratter—-traiter——combinationy-for-traved
only-on-highways-that-are-pacrt-of-the-federat-aid-interseate
aystemy-as-defined-in-66-1-183y-or-en—other-highwayas--within
a-—2-mite--radtus-of-an-interchange-on-the-interatake-syatem
tn-order—to-obtata-pecessary-serviees-or-to-tsad--or-—untead
at--m-—terminais—-When-a-terminal-ts-beyond-a-2-mite-radiuasr
the-department-may-authorize-travel-between-the-terminat-and
the-interchanges-The-fee-for-this-permit-+3-3325. A turnpike

double may not exceed 110 feet in combination length and an

individual <c¢argo unit of the combination may not exceed 45

feet in length. The combination of wvehicles composing a

turnpike double must comply with the provisions of

subsection (€) except the length limit in subsection (6)(d).

(4) Fxcept as preovided in subsection {3)(b), a permit

_6_
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may not be issued for a period of time greater than the
period for which the GVW license is wvalid as provided in
this title, including grace periods allowed by this title.
Owners of vehicles licensed in other jurisdictions may, at
the discreticon of the department of highways, purchase
permits to expire with their registration. A license
required by the state governs the issuance of a special
permit.

(5) The owner cor operator of a crane with a gross
vehicle weight of less than 8(¢,000 pounds may purchase a
30-day special permit for overweight if the crane has a
current special mobile eguipment identification plate and if
the department of highways has approved the configuration of
the crane through a weight analysis completed within the
same calendar year. The permit is not transferable, and the
fee for the permit is $200.

{6) The department may issue special permits to the
operating company for a truck-trailer-trailer or truck
tractor-semitrailer-trailer~trailer combination of vehicles
under the following conditians:

{a) the combination may be operated only on highways
that are part of the federal-aid interstate system as
defined in 60-~1-103 and within a 2-mile radius of an
interchange on the interstate system on other highways only

in order to obtain necessary services or to load or unload
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at a terminal. When a terminal is beyond a 2-mile radius,
the department may authorize travel between the terminal and
the interchange.

tb) a combination of vehicles powered by a cab-over
ftilt cab) type truck-tractor or a truck may not exceed
cverall length of 105 feet, inclusive of front and rear
bumpers and overhang:

{c) a combination of vehicles powered by a conventional
truck-tractor may not exceed overall length of 110 feet,
inclusive of front and rear bumpers and overhang;

(d) no individual cargo unit of the combination may
exceed 28 172 feet in length and 102 inches in width;

(e} gross weight fees under 61-10-201 must be paid on
the truck or truck tractor for the declared registered gross
weight of the special vehicle combination, but not to exceed
the formula in 61-10-107;

(f) the combination must have a restricted route permit
under 61-10~107(3) and a special overlength permit issued at
a fee of $200 for a term permi: or $20 for each trip permit;

{g) travel of the combination may be restricted to
specific routes, hours of operation, specific days, or
seasonal periods; and

{h} the department mav enforce any other restrictions
determined by the department to be necessary. The permit is

not transferable, and the fee for the permit is $200."

-8_
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Section 3. Ssection 61-10-129, MCA, is amended to read:

"61-10-129. Rules regarding overlength vehicles. The
department of highways may adopt rules to implement
61-10-124¢t4% and may by rule prescribe standards for the
gualificaticns of drivers cperating special vehicle
combinations wunder 61-10-12444} and for the equipping and
operation of such combinations to enhance highway traffic
safety.”

-End-~
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APPROVED BY COMMITTEE
ON HIGHWAYS & TRANSPORTATION

SENATE BILL NO. 178
INTRODUCED BY WILLIAMS, WEEDING, TVEIT,

NOBLE, T. BECK, DEVLIN, WANZENRIED, GILBERT

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "“AN ACT TO CONFORM THE VEHICLE
LENGTH LIMIT LAWS T0 THE RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE WESTERN
ASSCCIATION OF STATE HIGHWAY AND TRANSPORTATION OFFICIALS:
TCO INCREASE THE ALLOWABLE LENGTH FOR CERTAIN VEHICLES AND
VEHICLE COMBINATIONS; AND AMENDING SECTIONS 61-10-104,

61~10-124, AND 61-10-129, MCA."

STATEMENT OF INTENT

A STATEMENT OF INTENT IS REQUIRED FOR THIS BILL BECAUSE

61-10-129 GRANTS RULEMAKING AUTHORITY TO THE DEPARTMENT OF

HIGHWAYS. IT IS THE INTENT OF THE LEGISLATURE THAT THE

RULES ADOPTED FOR TURNPIKE DOUBLES INCLUDE ALL THE RULES

ADQPTED FOR THE QOFERATION QOF TRIPLE TRAILERS. IN ADDITION,

IT IS INTENDED THAT THE DEPARTMENT AUDIT ALL INTERCHANGES

AND RESTRICT ACCESS ROQUTES ON AND OFF THE INTERSTATE SYSTEM

BY TURNFPIKE DOQUBLES AS A RESULT OF THE DEPARTMENT 'S

ASSESSMENT QF INTERCHANGES AND ROUTES T0 THE INTERCEANGES TO

BE FOLLOWED. THE DEPARTMENT SEALL REQUIRE, WHEN NECESSARY,

TRANSPORTATION OF THE ‘TRAILERS IN A TURNPIKE DOUBLE

CONFIGURATION SEPARATELY TO A POINT NEAR THE INTERCHANGE OF

THE INTERSTATE FOR COUPLING PRIOR TO INGRESS AND EGRESS.
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10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

5B 0178/02

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
Section 1. section 61-10-104, MCA, is amended to read:
"61-10-104. Length -- definitions. (1) A single truck,

bus, or any self-propelied vehicle, unladen or with load,

may not have an overall length, inclusive of front and rear
bumpers, in excess of 48 45 feet,

(2) {a) When used in a truck tractor-semitrailer
combination, the semitrailer may not exceed 53 feet in
length, excluding those porticns not designed to carry a
load, except as provided by 61-10-124. When used in a truck
tractor-semitrailer-trailer or a truck
tractor-semitrailer-semitrailer combination, the semitrailer
and trailer or the two semitrailers may not exceed 28 1/2
feet each in length, excluding those portions not designed
to carry a load, except as provided by 61-10-124. Truck
tractor-semitrailer, truck tractor-semitrailer-trailer, and
truck tractor-semitrailer-semitrailer combinations, other

than a turnpike double, are not subject to an--overai: a

combination length limit.

(b} A stinger-steered automobile or boat transporter
may not exceed 75 feet in length plus a maximum 3 feet of
front overhang and 4 feet of rear overhang except as

provided by 61-10-124, "Stinger-steered automobile or boat

transporter” means a truck tractor—-semitrailer combination
SECOND READINSG
~-2- 8B 178
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that has a fifth wheel on a drop frame located behind and
below the rear axle of the truck tractor and that is
designed and used for the transportation of vehicles or
assembled beoats or boat hulls.

{¢) All other combinations of vehicles may not have anm
everat: a combination lengthy-inctusive-of-—fromnt--and--rear
bumpers; in excess of 75 feet, except as provided by
61-10-124. If the combination consists of more than two
units, the rear units of the combination shall be equipped
with breakaway brakes.

{3) A moter vehicle may nct tew more than one motor
vehicle, and a motor vehicle may not draw more than three
motor vehicles attached tec it by the triple saddle-mount
method (that is, by mounting the front wheels of one vehicle
on the bed of another, leaving only the rear wheels of the
vehicle in contact with the roadway)}, nor may this
combination have an-evera:: a combination lengthr-inetusaive
ef-front-and-rear-bumpers; in excess of 65 feet.

(4) A passenger vehicle or truck of less than 2,000
pounds "manufacturers' rated capacity" may not tow more than
one trailer or semitrailer, nor may this combination have an
overat: g lengthz--inetusive-ef-front-and~rear-bumpersy in
excess of 65 feet.

(5) As used in this chapter, the Following definitions

apply:

-3~ 5B 178
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(a) "Cecmbination length" means the total length of a

combination of vehicles, such as a truck

tractor-semitrailer-trailer combination, measured from the

front bumper cof the motor vehicle to the back bumper or rear

extremity of the last trailer, including the ~~»nection

tongues.
{b) "Combined trailer length"” means the total length of

a combination of trailers measured from the front of the

first trafler to the back of the last trailer, including the

connection tongues AND LOADS.

(¢) "Length" means the total longitudinal dimension of

a single vehicle, a trailer, or a semitrailer. The length of

a trailer or semitrailer is measured from the front cf the

cargo-carrying unit to its rear, exclusive of safety or

energy efficiency devices, air-conditicning wunits, air

compressors, flexible fender extensions, splash and spray

suppressant devices, bolsters, mechanical fastening devices,

and hydraulic lift gates.

{d) "Rocky mountain double" means a combination of

vehicles that includes a truck tractor pulling a long

semitrailer and a shorter trailer.

{e) "“"Turnpike double" means a combination of vehicles

that includes a truck tractor pulling a long semitrailer and

an additicnal long trailer.”

Section 2. section 61-10-124, MCA, is amended to read:

—4- SB 178
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"61-10-124. Special permits —- fee -- cranes. (1) As
used in this section, "crane" means a self-propelled
single-unit vehicle consisting of not more than four axles
and wused for raising, shifring, and lowering heavy weights
by means of a projecting swinging arm.

(2) Except as provided in subsections (3)(b)., {3)(a),
and (6), in addition to the reqular registration and gross
vehicle weight fees, a fee of $§10 for each trip permit and a
fee of $75 for each term permit issued for size and weight
in excess of that specified in 61-10-101 through 61-10-110
must be paid for all movements under special permits on the
public highways under the jurisdiction of the department of
highways.

(3) (a) Except as provided in subsections (3)(b),
(3){(d), and (6), term or blanket permits may not be issued
for an overwidth vehicle, combination of vehicles, load, or
other thing in excess of 15 feet; an overlength vehicle,
combination of wvehicles, load; object, or other thing in
excess of 95 feet; and an overheight vehicle, combination of
vehicles, load, or other thing in excess of 14 feet, or of a
limit determined by the department. A vehicle, combinatiocn
of vehicles, load, or other thing in excess of these

dimensions is limited to trip permits. A rocky mountain

double may not exceed 81 feet in combined trailer length,

the 1long semitrailer cargo unit of the combipation may not

-5- SB 178
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exceed 48 feet in lengthr-and-the-shorter-cargo-—unit-may—not

exceed-28-#2-feet—-itn-tength. A rocky mountain double is not

subject to a combination length limit, Special permits for

vehicle combinationsg of more than twe trailers or more than
two units designed for or used to carry a lead are not
permitted except as provided in subsection (6). Special
permits for vehicle combinations may specify and special
permits under subsection (6) must specify highway routing
and otherwise limit or prescribe conditions of operation of
the wvehicle or combination, including but not limited to
reguired equipment, speed, stability, operational
procedures, and insurance.

(b) A term permit may be 1issued to a dealer in
implements of husbandry and self-propelled machinery for an
overwidth or coverlength vehicle referred to in subsection
(3)(a). The fee for this permit is $75. This permit covers a
period of 1 vyear and expires on December 31 of each year
with no grace period.

{c) With payment of the appropriate gross weight Ffee

fees required by 6%-38-203 61-10-201 and 61-10-202 and with

payment of the fee prescribed in subsection (2), allowable
gross weight of a five-axle combination logging vehicle is
80,000 pounds.

(d) A term permit may be issued for any-eombination—-of

ventetes a turnpike double that exeeeds-95-feet—in-tenmgth

65— SB. 178
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but does not exceed 188 110 feet in combination lengthy
exespe-—-——- a-—-—-- truck—tratter-trariep-———- o~ ~——= a-———truck
tractor-semttratier-tratter-eratter-combinationy-for-—eravetr
enty-en-highways-thar-are-part-of—the-federal-aid-interstate
system;--as-defined-in-668-:-31837-or-en-other-highways—-within
a-Z-mite-radius-of-an-intercshange-on-the--interstate——aystem
in—-order--to-ashtatn-necessary-services-or-to-tead-or-untoad
at-a-terminal--When-a-cerminatr-+a-beyond--a-——-2-mite--radtusy
the-department-may-auvehorize-travel-batween-the-terminal-and
the-interchanger-Fhe-fee-for-this-permzt-t2-$:25. A turnpike

double may not exceed 110 feet in combination length and an

individual cargo unit of the combination may not exceed 45

feet in length. The combination of vehicles compesing a

turnpike double must comply with the provisions of

subsection (6) except the length limit in subsection (6)(4}.

{4) Except as provided in subgection (3){(b), a permit
may not be issued for a period of +time greater than the
period for which the GVW license is valid as provided in
this title, including grace periods allowed by this title,
Owners of wvehicles licensed in other jurisdictions may, at
the discretlion of the department of highways, purchase
permits to expire with their registration. & license
required by the state governs the issuance of a special
permit.

(9) The owner or operator of a c¢rane with a gross

—7- SB 178
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vehicle weight of less than 80,000 pounds may purchase a
30-day special permit for overweight if the crane has a
current special mobile equipment identification plate and if
the department of highways has approved the configuration of
the crane through a weight analysis completed ..ol the
same calendar year. The permit is not transferable, and the
fee for the permit is $200.

(6) The department may issue special permits to the
operating company for a truck-trailer-trailer or truck
tractor-semitrailer-trailer-trailer combination of vehicles
under the following conditions:

{a) the combination may be operated only on highways
that are part of the federal-aid interstate system as
defined in 60~1-103 and within a 2-mile radius of an
interchange on the interstate system on other highways only
in order to obtain necessary services or to load or unload
at a terminal. When-a-terminal-is-beyond-a-2-mite-radiunss
the-depastment-may-auvthorize—travel-between-the—terminat-and
the-interchanger

(b} a combination of vehicles powered by a cab-over
(tilt cab) type truck-tractor or a truck may not exceed
overall length of 105 feet, inclusive of front and rear
bumpers and overhang;

(c) a combination of vehicles powered by a conventional

truck-tractor may not exceed overall length of 110 feet,

-8- SB 178
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inclusive of front and rear bumpers and overhang;

(d) no individual cargo unit of the combination may
exceed 28 1/2 feet in length and 102 inches in width;

(e} gross weight fees under 61-10-203 must be paid on
the truck or truck tractor for the declared registered gross
weight of the special vehicle combination, but not to exceed
the formula in 61-10-107;

(f) the combination must have a restricted route permit
under 61-10-107(3) and a special cverlength permit issued at
a fee of $200 for a term permit or $20 for each trip permit;

(g) travel of the combination may be restricted to
specific routes, hours of operation, specific days, or
seasonal periods; and

{h) the department may enforce any other restrictions
determined by the department to be necessary. The permit is
not transferable, and the fee for the permit is $200."

Section 3. section 61-10-129, MCA, is amended to read:

"61-10-129. Rules reqgarding overlength vehicles. The
department of highways may adopt rules to implement
61-10-124¢4¥ and may by rule prescribe standards for the
gqualifications of drivers operating special vehicle
combinations under 61-10-124¢4+ and for the equipping and
operation of such combinations to enhance highway traffic
safety."

-End-

—g- §B 178
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SENATE BILL NO, 178
INTRODUCED BY WILLIAMS, WEEDING, TVEIT,

NOBLE, T. BECK, DEVLIN, WANZENRIED, GILBERT

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO CONFORM THE VEHICLE
LENGTH LIMIT LAWS TO THE RECOMMENDATIONS OF TEE WESTERN
ASSOCIATION OF STATE HIGHWAY AND TRANSPORTATION OFFICIALS;
TO INCREASE THE ALLOWABLE LENGTH FOR CERTAIN VEHICLES AND
VEHICLE COMBINATIONS; AND AMENDING SECTIONS 61-10-104,

61-10~124, AND 61-10-129, MCA."

STATEMENT OF INTENT

A STATEMENT OF INTENT IS REQUIRED FOR THIS BILL BECAUSE

§1-10-129 GRANTS RULEMAKING AUTHORITY TO THE DEPARTMENT OF

HIGHWAYS. IT IS THE INTENT OF THE LEGISLATURE THAT THE

RULES ADOPTED FOR TURNPIKE DOUBLES INCLUDE ALL THE RULES

ADOPTED POR THE OPERATION OF TRIPLE TRAILERS. IN ADDITION,

IT IS INTENDED THAT THE DEPARTMENT AUDIT ALL INTERCHANGES

AND RESTRICT ACCESS RCUTES ON AND OFF THE INTERSTATE SYSTEM

BY TURNPIKE DOUBLES AS A RESULT OF THE DEPARTMENT 'S

ASSESSMENT OF INTERCHANGES AND ROUTES TO THE INTERCHANGES TO

BE FOLLOWED. THE DEPARTMENT SHALL REQUIRE, WHEN NECESSARY,

TRANSPORTATION OF THE TRAILERS TN A TURNPIKE DOUBLE

CONFIGURATION SEPARATELY TO A POINT NEAR THE INTERCHANGE OF

THE INTERSTATE FOR COUPLING PRIOR TQ INGRESS AND EGRESS.
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BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
Section 1. section 61-10-104, MCA, is amended to read:
"61-10-104. Length -- definitions. (1) A single truck,

bus, or any self-propelled vehicle, unladen or with lcad,

may not have an overall length, inclusive of front and rear
bumpers, in excess of 48 45 feet.

{2y (a) When used in a truck tractor-semitrailer
combination, the semitrailer may not exceed 53 feet in
length, excluding those portions not designed to carry a
load, except as provided by 61-10-124. When used in a truck
tractor-semitrailer-trailer or a truck
tractor-semitrailer-semitrailer combination, the semitrailer
and trailer or the two semitrailers may not exceed 28 1/2
feet each in length, excluding those portions not designed
to carry a load, except as provided by 61-10-124. Truck
tractor-semitrailer, truck tractor-semitrailer-trailer, and
truck tractor-semitrailer-semitrailer combinations, _other

than a turppike double, are not subject to an--overait a

combination length limit.

(b} A stinger-steered automobile or boat transporter
may not exceed 75 feet in length plus a maximum 3 feet of
front overhang and 4 feet of rear overhang except as
provided by 61-10-124. "Stinger-steered automobile or boat

transporter”™ means a truck tractor-semitrailer combination

THIRD READING
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that has a fifth wheel on a drop frame 1located behind and
below the rear axle of the truck tractor and that is
designed and used for the transportation of vehicles or
assembled boats or beat hulls,

{¢) All other combinations of vehicles may not havé an
overat} a combination lengthy-inciusive-eaf——Efront--and--rear
bumpersy in excess of 75 -feet, except as provided by
61-10-124. If the combination consists of more than two
units, the rear units of the combination shall be equipped
with breakaway brakes.

{3) A motor vehicle may not tow more than one meotor
vehicle, and a motor vehicle may not draw more than three
motor vehicles attached to it by the triple saddle-mount
method {that is, by mounting the front wheels of one vehicle
on the bed of another, leaving only the rear wheels of the
vehicle in contact with the roadway), nor may this
combination have am-evera:} a combination lengthjy-inelustve
of-front-and-rear-bumpersa; in excess of 65 feet,

(4) A passenger vehicle or truck of 1less than 2,000
pounds "manufacturers' rated capacity”™ may not tow more than
one trailer or semitrailer, nor may this combination have an
overait a lengthy--inciunaive-ef-front-and-rear-bumperssy in
excess of 65 feet.

(5) BAs used in this chapter, the following definitions

apply:

~3- SB 178
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{a) "Combination length” means the total length of a

combination of vehicles, such as a truck

tractor-semitrailer-trailer combination, measured from the

front bumper of the motor vehicle to the back bumper_ Or rear

extremity of the last trailer, including the connection

tongues.
{b) "Combined trailer length” means the total length af

a combination of trailers measured from the front of the

first trailer to the back of the last trailer, including the

connection tongues AND LOADS.

(¢} "Length" means the total longitudinal dimension of

a single vehicle, a trailer, or a semitrailer. The iength of

a trailer or semitrailer is measured from the front of the

cargo-carrying unit to its rear, exclusive of safety or

energy efficiency devices, air-conditioning units, air

compressors, Elexible fender extensions, splash and spray

suppressant devices, bolsters, mechanical fastening devices,

and hydraulic lift gates.

(d) "Rocky mountain double" means a combination of

vehicles that includes a truck tractor pulling a long

semitrailer and a shorter trailer.

{e} "Turnpike double” means a combination of wvehicles

that includes a truck tractor pulling a long semitrailer and

an additional long trailer."

Section 2. Section 61-10-124, MCA, is amended to read:

—-4- SB 178
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"61-10-124. Special permits —— fee —— cranes. (1) As
used in this section, "erane” means a self-propelled
single-unit vehicle consisting of not more than four axles
and used for raising, shifting, and lowering heavy weights
by means of a projecting swinging arm.

{2} Except as provided in subsections (3)(b), (3)(a),
and ({6}, in addition to the regular registration and gross
vehicle weight fees, a fee of $10 for each trip permit and a
fee of $75 for each term permit issued for size and weight
in excess of that specified in 61-10-101 through 61-10-110
must be paid for all movements under special permits on the
public highways under the jurisdiction of the department of
highways.

(3) (a) Except as provided in subsections {3)(b}),
{3)(d), and (6), term or blanket permits may not be issued
for an coverwidth vehicle, combination ¢of vehicles, lcad, or
other thing in excess of 15 feet; an overlength vehicle,
combination of vehicles, load, object, or other thing in
excess of 95 feet; and an overheight vehicle, combination of
vehicles, load, or other thing in excess of 14 feet, or of a
limit determined by the department. A vehicle, combination
of vehicles, 1load, or other thing in excess of these

dimensions is 1limited to trip permits. A rocky mountain

double may not exceed 81 feet in combined trailer length,

the 1long semitrailer cargo unit of the combination may not
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exceed 48 feet in lengthy-and-the—sherter—cargo—unit-may-not

exeeed-28-1/2-feek-in-tength. A rocky mountain double is not

subject to a combination length limit. Special permits For

vehicle combinations of more than two trailers or more than
two units designed for or used to carry a lcad are not
permitted except as provided in subsectien (6). Special
permits for vehicle combinaticons may specify and special
permits under subsection (6€) must specify highway routing
and otherwise limit or prescribe conditions of operation of
the vehicle or combination, including but not limited to
required egquipment, speed, stability, operational
procedures, and insurance.

(b) A term permit may be issued to a dealer in
implements of husbandry and self-propelied machinery for an
overwidth or overlength vehicle referred to in subsection
(3){a). The fee for this permit is $75. This permit covers a
period of 1 year and expires on December 31 of each year
with no grace period.

{c) With payment of the appropriate gross weight €ee

fees required by 6%-38-283 61-10-201 and 61-10-202 and with

payment of the fee prescribed in subsection (2), allowable

gross weight of a five-axle combination logging vehicle is

80,000 pounds.

(d) A term permit may be issued for any-combination—-of

vehictes a turnpike double that exeesds-95-feet-in-tengtir

~6— SB 178
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but does not exceed 88 110 feet in combination lengthsy

excepb—-——~ a——=—— truck-traiter—traiter or a truck

tractor-semitratier-traiter—-traiter-combinationy-for-—travet
oeniy-on-highways-that-are-part-of-the-federat-aid-interstate
systemy--as-defined-in-66-1-1037-or-sn-sther-highways-within
a-Z-mite-radius-sf-an-interchange-on-the--interscate-—-system
in--otdet-—te—ebtaia—necessary—:ervices—of-to—ioad-ee-anieﬁd
at-a-terminat--When-a-eerminai-ra-bpeyond--a--2-mite--radiusy
the-department-may-anchorize-travel-between-the-terminat-and
the-tnterchanges-The—-£fee-for-this-permit—+8-5125. A turnpike

double may not exceed 110G feet in combination length and an

individual cargo unit of the combination may not exceed 45

feet in lenqth. The combination of vehicles composing a

turnpike double must comply with the provisions of

subsection (6) except the length limit in subsection {6)(d}.

{4) Except as provided in subsection (3){(b), a permit
may not be issued for a periocd of time greater than the
period for which the GVYW license is valid as provided in
this title, including grace periocds allocwed by this title.
Owners of wvehicles licensed in other jurisdictions may, at
the discretion of the department of highways, purchase
permits to expire with their registration. A license
required by the state governs the issuance of a special
permit.

{5) The owner or operator of a crane with a gross
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vehicle weight of less than 80,000 pounds may purchase a
30-day special permit for overweight if the crane has a
cutrent special mobile equipment identification plate and if
the department of highways has approved the configuration of
the crane through a weight analysis completed within the
same calendar year. The permit is not transferable, and the
fee for the permit is $200.

(6) The department may issue special permits to the
operating company for a truck-trailer-trailer or truck
tractor-semitrailer-trailer-trailer combination of vehicles
under the following conditions:

(a) the combination may be operated only on highways
that are part of the federal-aid interstate system as
defined in 60~-1-103 and within a 2-mile radius of an
interchange on the interstate system on other highways only
in order to obtain necessary services or to load or wunload
at a terminal. When-a-terminat-ts—-beyonéd-a-2-mite-radiuay
the-department-may-authorire—-travei-betweean-the-terminat-and
the-inkerchange-

(b} a combination of vehicles powered by a cab-over
{tilt cab) type truck-tractor or a truck may not exceed
overall length of 105 feet, inclusive of front and rear
bumpers and overhang;

{c) a combination of vehicles powered by a conventional

truck-tractor may not exceed overall length of 110 feet,

-8- SB 178
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inclusive of front and rear bumpers and overhang:;

{(d) no individual cargo unit of the combination may
exceed 28 1/2 feet in length and 102 inches in width;

{e} gross weight fees under 61-10-203 must be paid on
the truck or truck tractor for the declared registered gross
weight of the special vehicle combination, but not to exceed
the formula in 61-10-107;

() the combination must have a restricted route permit
under 61-10-107(3} and a special overlength permit issued at
a fee of §$200 for a term permit or $20 for each trip permit:

{g) travel of the combination may be reskricted to
specific routes, hours of operation, specific days, or
seasonal periocds; and

(h} the department may enforce any other restrictions
determined by the depaftment to be necessary. The permit is
not transferable, and the fee for the permit is $200."

Section 3. Section 61-10-129, MCA, is amended to read:

"61-10-129. Rules regarding overlength vwvehicles. The
department of highways may adopt rules to implement
61-10-124t4> and may by rule prescribe standards for the
qualifications of drivers operating special vehicle
combinations under 61-10-124¢4¥ and for the -equipping and
operation of such combinations to enhance highway traffic
safety."”

-End-
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HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT

March 21, 1991
Page 1 of 2

Mr. Speaker: We, the committee on Highways and Transportation
report that Senate Bill 1738 (third reading copy -- blue) be
concurred in as amended .

Signed:

Carried

And, that such amendments read:

1. Title, line 5.
Following: "CONFORM"
Strike: “THE®
Insert: “CERTAIN"

2. Title, line 9.
Following: "COMBINATIONS;" .
Ingert: "TO REQUIRE A STUDY OF TURNPIKE DOUBLES;

3. Page 1, lines 12 through 25.
Following: line 11

Strike: Statement of Intent in its entirety

4. Page 2, lines 18 and 19, .
Following: “combinations®™ on line 18 . . .
Strike: remainder of line 18 through "double,” on line 1

5. Page 4, lines 22 through 24,
Strike: subsection {e) in its entirety

6. Page &, line 25.
Following: " 4

L
Strike: "a turnpike double "
Insert: “any co%ﬁination of vehicles
7. Page 7, line 1.
Following: "but” .
Insert: "exceeds 95 feet in length but

Strike: "1l10*
Insert: "I00"

610945SC . H:

March 21, 1991
Page 2 of 2

8. Page 7, lines 10 through 15.

Following: "§i3&" on line 10

Strike: remaindexr of line 10 through "(6) (d)." on line 15

Insert: ", except a truck-trailer-trailer or a truck tractor-
semitrailer-trailer-trailer combination, for travel only on
highways that are part of the federal-aid interstate system,
as defined in 60-1-103, or on other highways within a 2-mile
radius of an interchange on the interstate system in order
to obtain necessary services or to load or unload at a
terminal. When a terminal is beyond a 2-mile radius, the

department may authorize travel between the terminal and the
interchange. The fee for this permit is §125."

9. Page 8, line 19.
Following: "imberehanger"
Insert: "When a terminal is beyond a 2-mile radius, the

department may authorize travel between the terminal and the
interchange.®

1¢. Page 9, line 25.
Following: line 24
Ingsert: "NEW SECTION. Section 4. Turnpike doubles -- study.
(1) "The department of highways shall conduct a study over
the next 2 years of:
{a) all interchanges in Montana and the ability of the
interchanges to accommcdate twin 45s as turnpike doubles;

(b} the impact on highways of permitting twin 45s as
turnpike doubles;

{c) terminal positions to interchanges; and
{d} the concept of permitting twin 45s as turnpike
doubles.

(2}  The department of highways shall report its
finding of the study to the 53rd legislature.™

s’ 1Y
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SENATE BILL NO. 178 1 PHE-INPERSFAPE-FOR-E0HPLEING-PREIGR-FO-FINGRESS-ANB-ESRESS v

2 INTRODUCED BY WILLIAMS, WEEDING, TVEIT, 2
3 NOBLE, T. BECK, DEVLIN, WANZENRIED, GILBERT 3 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
4 4 Section 1. Section 61-10-104, MCA, is amended to read:
5 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO CONFORM PHE CERTAIN s ik .
————— 5 "61-10-104. Length -- definitions. (1) A single truck,
6 VEHICLE LENGTH LIMIT LAWS TO THE RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE
6 bus, or any self-propelled vehicle, unladen or with locad,
7 WESTERN ASSOCIATION OF STATE HIGHWAY AND TRANSPORTATION R R
? may not have an overall length, inclusive of front and rear
8 QFFICIALS; TO INCREASE THE ALLOWABLE LENGTH FOR CERTAIN .
a bumpers, in excess of 48 45 feet.
9 VEHICLES AND VEEICLE COMBINATIONS; TO REQUIRE A STUDY OF . <
’ Q9 9 (2} (a) When used in a truck tractor-semitrailer
1 TURNPIKE DOUBLES ; AND AMENDING SECTIONS 61-10-104 . . . .
0 40 10 combination, the semitrailer may not exceed 53 feet in
11 61-10-124, AND 61-10-129, MCA." . .
’ 4 11 length, excluding those portions not designed to carry a
12 . .
12 locad, except as provided by 61-10-124. When used in a truck
EMENT-@F-IN
13 STAT NT-QF-INPBNP 13 tractor-semitrailer-trailer or a truck
~= - OF-INFENT-IS-REQUIRED-FOR-PHIS-BIEE—BECAUSE
14 A~ STAPEMENT S il 5 14 tractor-semitrailer-semitrailer combination, the semitrailer
15 €1-18-129-GRANPS-RUEEMAKING-~AUPHORIF¥-FO—FHE--~BEPARTMENT--OF . .
15 and trailer or the two semitrailers may not exceed 28 1/2
16 HEIGHWAY¥Sv———¥F--15-—-FPHE--INTENP--OP-PHE-EEGFSHAFHRE-FHAP-PHE . A .
16 feet each in length, excluding those portions not designed
RUBES-APGPPED-POR-FURNPIKBE-BOHBEES-~INERBRE--ALB~-FHE-~RUBES
17 17 to carry a load, except as provided by 61-10-124. Truck
i8 ADOBRPER--FPOR-PHE-OPERATION-OP-FPRIPEE-FRAILERS-~IN-ADDEIPIONS . . . . .
18 tractor-semitrailer, truck tractor-semitrailer-trailer, and
19 3IP-F9-INTENPED-PHAT-FHE-BEPARPMENT--AUBIP-—-Abb-—-INPERCHANGES . : . . <
19 truck tractor-semitrailer-semitrailer combinationsy--other
20 AND--RESTRICP-ARECESS-ROUFRS -ON-ANB-BFF-PHE-INFERSTATE-SY¥SPEM .
20 than-a-eurnpike-doubtey are not subject to an-——everaitr a
21 BY¥--FHRNPIHRE--BOUBEES--AS-—-A--RESULP--OP--PHE---BEPARTMENTL 5 . . L
21 combination length limit,
22 ASSESSMENP-OP-INTEREHANGES-ANB-ROUPES-PO-PHE-INTEREHANGES-FQ )
22 (b} A stinger-steered automobile or boat transporter
BE--FPOLLEOWER:--PHE-BEPARFMENF-SHRAEE-REQUIREy-WHEN-NEEESSARK+ )
23 2 T 23 may not exceed 75 feet in length plus a maximum 3 feet of
24 PRANSPERFAPION--BF-—PHE--FRATLERS-~¥R--A--—FURNFEiKE---BEFBEE . - _ R
— 24 Front  overhang and 4§ Ieet oL rear cvernang except as
CONPEGHRAPION--SEPARAPELY-FO-A-PEINT-NEAR-FHE-ENEERCHANGE-OF .
25 BNPE6 ¥-%6 25 provided by 61-10-124. "Stinger-steered automobile or boat
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transporter” means a truck tractor-semitrailer combination
that has a fifth wheel on a drop frame located behind and
below the rear axle of the truck tractcr and that is
designed and used for the transportation of wvehicles or
assembled becats or boat hulls.

{c) All cother combinations of vehicles may not have an
overatt a combination lengthy-tnciusive-of--front--and--eear
bumpersy in excess of 75 feet, except as provided by
61-10-124. If the combination consists of more than two
units, the rear units of the combination shall be equipped
with breakaway brakes.

{3) A motor vehicle may not tow more than one motor
vehicle, and a motor vehicle may not draw more than three
motor vehicles attached to it by the ¢triple saddle-mount
method {that is, by mounting the front wheels of one vehicle
on the bed of ancther, leaving only the rear wheels of the
vehicle in contact with the roadway), nor may this
combination have an-everall a combination length;-tnciusive
af-frant—and-rear-bumpersy in excess of 65 feet,

(4) A passenger vehicle or truck of less than 2,000
pounds “manufacturers' rated capacity" may not tow more than
cne trailer or semitrailer, nor may this combination have an
sverat: a lengthy——imeinsive-of-fronc-and-rear-bumperss in
excess of 55 feet,

(5} As used in this chapter, the following definitions
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apply:

{a) "Combination length® means the total length of a

combination of vehicles, such as a truck

tragtor-semitrailer~trailer combination, measuted from the

front bumper of the motor vehicle to the back bumper or rear

extremity of the last trailer, including the connection

tongues.

(b) "Combined trailer length" means the total length of

a combination of trailers measured from the front of the

first trailer to the back of the last trailer, including the

connection tongues AND LOADS.

{c) "fanath" means the total longitudinal dimension of
(=) enath" means the total lon

a single vehicle, a trailer, or a semitrailer. The length of

a trailer or semitrailer is measured from the front of the

cargo-carrying unit to its rear, exclusive of safety or

energy efficiency devices, air-conditioning units, air

compressors, flexible fender extensions, splash and spray

suppressant devices, bolsters, mechanical fastening deviges,

and hydraulic lift gates.

{d) “"Rocky mountain double” means a combination of

vehicles that includes a truck tractor pulling a long

semitrailer and a shorter trailer.

te}-—LFurnpike——doubtel--means-a-eombination-of vehicies

that-inetndes—a—truck-tractsrs-putiing-a-iong-semitratier-and

an-additianai-iong-tratier:"

-4 SB 178
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Section 2. gection 61-10-124, MCA, is amended to read:

"61-10-124. Special permits — fee -- cranes. (1) As
used in this section, "crane" means a self-propelled
single-unit vehicle consisting of not more than four axles
and used for raising, shifting, and lowering heavy weights
by means of a projecting swinging arm.

(2) Except as provided in subsections (3)(b}, (3)(d).
and (6), in addition to the regular registration and gross
vehicle weight fees, a fee of 510 for each trip permit and a
fee of $75 for each term permit issued for size and weight
in excess of that specified in 61-10-101 through 61-10-110
must be paid for all movements under special permits on the
publiec highways under the jurisdiction of the department of
highways.

(3) (a) Except as provided in subsections {3)(b},
{3){d), and (6), term or blanket permits may not be issued
for an overwidth vehicle, combination of vehicles, load, or
other thing in excess of 15 feet; an overlength vehicle,
combination of vehicles, load, object, or other thing in
excess of 93 feet:; and an overheight vehicle, combination of
vehicles, load, or cother thing in excess of 14 feet, or of a
limit determined by the department, A vehicle, combination
of vehicles, load, or other thing in excess of these
dimensions 18 limited to trip permits. A rocky mountain

double may not exceed 81 feetr in combined trailer length,
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the long sgemitrailer cargo unit of the combination may not

excead 48 feet in lengthy-and-the-sherter-earqa-unit-may-nee

exceed-28-i/2-femt-in-tength. A rocky mountain double is not

subject to a combination lenqth limit. Special permits for

vehicle combinations of more than two trailers or more than
two units designed for or used to carry a load are not
permitted except as provided in subsection (6). Special
permits for vehicle combinations may specify and special
permits under subsection (6) must specify highway routing
and ctherwise limit or prescribe conditions of operation of
the vehicle or combination, including but not limited to
required equipment, speed, stability, operational
procedures, and insurance.

{b) A term permit may be issued to a dealer in
implements of husbandry and self-propeiled machinery for an
overwidth or overlength vehicle referred to in subsection
(3)(a}. The fee for this permit is $75. This permit covers a
period of 1 year and expires on December 31 cf each year
with no grace period,

{(c) With payment of the appropriate gross weight £ee

fees required by 63-38-283 61-10-201 and 61-10-202 and with

payment Of the fee prescribed in subsection (2}, allowable

gross weight of a five-axle combinaticn logging vehicle is

80,000 pounds.

(d) A term permit may be issued for any-cembination--of

-6~ sa 178
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vehieles a-turnpike-deuble ANY COMBINATION OF VEHICLES that

exceeds-95-feet-in-Iengeth-but EXCEEDS 25 FEET IN LENGTH BUT

dces not exceed 168 1316 100 feet in combination lengthsy
axcept-————a-————— tedek-tratier-teasier———-- op————- a---—— trush
tractor-semitratier-tratier-erailer-—-coambination;-for-travet
snty-on-highways-that-are-part-of-the-federat-aird-interstace
system;-as-defined-in-6£6-1-183y-or-on-arher-highways--within
a--2-mite--radtus-of-an-interchange-on-~the-interstate-system
in-order-to-obrain-necessary-services—or-+o-toad--or--uniead
at--a-—terminais--When-a-terminat-is-beyond-a-2-milte-radiuss
the—-department-ray-auntherize-travei-between-the-terminat-and
the-interchange--Fhe-fee-far-this-permit-+a-5$325- A-eurnpike

doubie-may-not-exceed-1if-femt-in-combination-iength-and--an

individual--cargo-—unit-of-the-conbination-may-not-exceed-45

feet-in-tengthr—Fhe—~-combinaktion-—cf--vehicies-—-composing—-a

turnpike---deublie---must---compity--with-—the--provisiens—--of

subsection--t6y--except--the--tength--ltimit--in---subsection

+63td4w, EXCEPT A  TRUCK-TRAILER-TRAILER OR A TRUCK

TRACTOR-SEMITRAILER-TRAILER-TRAILER COMBINATION, FOR TRAVEL

ONLY ON EIGHWAYS THAT ARE PART OF THE FEDERAL-AID INTERSTATE

SYSTEM, AS DEFINED IN 60-1-103, OR ON OTHER HIGHWAYS WITHIN

A 2-MILE RADIUS OF AN INTERCHANGE ON THE INTERSTATE SYSTEM

IN ORDER TO OBTAIN NECESSARY SERVICES OR TO LOAD OR UNLOAD

AT A TERMINAL. WHEN A TERMINAL IS BEYOND A 2-MILE RADIUS,

THE DEPAARTMENT MAY AUTHORIZE TRAVEL BETWEEN THE TERMINAL AND
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THE INTERCHANGE. THE FEE FOR THIS PERMIT IS $125.

(4) Except as provided in subsection (3)(b), a permit
may not be issued for a period of time greater than the
period for which the GVW license is valid as provided in
this title, including grace periods allowed by this title.
Owners of vehicles licensed in other jurisdicticons may, at
the discretion o©of the department of highways, purchase
permits to expire with their registration. A license
required by the state governs the issuance of a special
permit.

(5) The owner or operator of a crane with a gross
vehicle weight of less than 80,000 pounds may purchase a
30-day special permit for overweight if the crane has a
current special mobile equipment identificaticn plate and if
the department of highways has approved the configuration of
the crane through a weight analysis completed within the
same calendar year. The permit is not transferable, and the
fee for the permit is $200.

{6} The department may issue special permits to the
operating company for a truck-trailer-trailer or truck
tractor-semitrailer-trailer-trailer combination of vehicles
under the following conditions:

(a}) the combination may be operated only on highways
that are part of the federal-aid interstate system as

defined in 60-1-103 and within a 2-mile radius of an

_g- SB 178
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interchange on the interstate system on other highways only
in order to obtain necessary services or to load or unload
at a terminal. When-a—terminai-is-beysand-a-2-mite-radiuss
the-deparement—-may—auvthorize-travei-between-the-terminat-and

the-interchange- WHEN A TERMINAL IS BEYOND A 2-MILE RADIUS,

THE DEPARTMENT MAY AUTHORIZE TRAVEL BETWEEN THE TERMINAL AND

THE INTERCHANGE.

{b) a combination of vehicles powered by a cab-over
(tilt cab) type truck-tractor or a truck may not exceed
overall 1length of 105 feet, inclusive of front and rear
bumpers and overhang;

{c) a combinaticn of vehicles powered by a conventional
truck-tracter may not exceed overall length of 110 feet,
inclusive of front and rear bumpers and overhang;

{d) no individual cargo unit of the combination may
exceed 28 1/2 feet in length and 102 inches in width;

{e) gross weight fees under 61-10-203 must be paid on
the truck or truck tractor for the declared registered gross
weight of the special vehicle combination, but not to exceed
the formula in 61-10-107;

(£) the combination must have a restricted route permit
under 6§1-10-107¢(3) and a special overlength permit issued at
a fee of $200 for a term permit or $20 for each trip permit;

{g) travel of the combination may be restricted to

specific routes, hours of operaticn, specific days, or
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seasonal periods; and

(h) the department may enforce any other restrictions
determined by the department to be necessary. The permit is
not transferable, and the fee for the permit is $200."

Section 3. Section 61-10-129, MCA, is amended to read:

"61-10-129. Rules regarding overlength vehicles. The
department of highways may adopt rules to implement
61-10-124¢4) and may by rule prescribe standards for the
qualifications of drivers operating special vehicle
combinacions under 61-10-124¢t4¥ and for the equipping and
operation of such combinations to enhance highway traffic

safety.”

NEW SECTION. SECTION 4. TURNPIKE DOUBLES -- STUDY. (1)

THE DEPARTMENT OF HIGHWAYS SHALL CONDUCT A STUDY OVER THE

NEXT 2 YEARS OF:

{A) ALL INTERCHANGES IN MONTANA AND THE ABILITY OF THE

INTERCHANGES TO ACCOMMODATE TWIN 45S AS TURNPIRE DOUBLES;

{B) THE IMPACT ON HIGHWAYS OF PERMITTING TWIN 455 AS

TURNPIKE DOUBLES;

(C)}) TERMINAL POSITIONS TO INTERCHANGES; AND

(D) THE CONCEPT OF PERMITTING TWIN 455 AS TURNPIKE

DOUBLES.

(2) THE DEPARTMENT OF HIGHWAYS SHALL REPORT ITS FINDING

OF THE STUDY TO THE 53RD LEGISLATURE,

-End-
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