
SENATE BILL NO. 156 

INTRODUCED BY DOHERTY, COCCHIARELLA, T. BECK, J. BROWN, 
BECKER, SQUIRES, JERGESON, GRADY 

BY REQUEST OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE 

JANUARY 22, 1991 

JANUARY 23, 1991 

JANUARY 29, 1991 

JANUARY 30, 1991 

FEBRUARY 1, 1991 

FEBRUARY 2, 1991 

FEBRUARY 4, 1991 

MARCH 13, 1991 

MARCH 16, 1991 

MARCH 18, 1991 

IN THE SENATE 

INTRODUCED AND REFERRED TO COMMITTEE 
ON LOCAL GOVERNMENT. 

FIRST READING. 

ON MOTION, REREFERRED TO COMMITTEE 
ON STATE ADMINISTRATION. 

COMMITTEE RECOMMEND BILL 
DO PASS AS AMENDED. REPORT ADOPTED. 

PRINTING REPORT. 

ON MOTION, CONSIDERATION PASSED 
FOR THIS LEGISLATIVE DAY. 

SECOND READING, DO PASS AS AMENDED. 

ENGROSSING REPORT. 

THIRD READING, PASSED. 
AYES, 46; NOES, 0. 

TRANSMITTED TO HOUSE. 

IN THE HOUSE 

INTRODUCED AND REFERRED TO COMMITTEE 
ON STATE ADMINISTRATION. 

FIRST READING. 

COMMITTEE RECOMMEND BILL BE 
CONCURRED IN AS AMENDED. REPORT 
ADOPTED. 

SECOND READING, CONCURRED IN. 

THIRD READING, CONCURRED IN. 
AYES, 95; NOES, 3. 

RETURNED TO SENATE WITH AMENDMENTS. 



MARCH 23, 1991 

MARCH 25, 1991 

IN THE SENATE 

RECEIVED FROM HOUSE. 

SECOND READING, AMENDMENTS 
CONCURRED IN. 

THIRD READING, AMENDMENTS 
CONCURRED IN. 

SENT TO ENROLLING. 

REPORTED CORRECTLY ENROLLED. 
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INTRODUCED BY • 

J ~ ~J ~ ~EQUEST fF THE SECRETARY OF STATE 

~!T:Cl,xJZ-, 9 ... 1-1-""-~ ~ 

o._LSZ,_ 
-~,~&-1 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO GENERALLY REVISE AND 

CLARIFY THE STATE AND LOCAL REFERENDUM AND INITIATIVE 

PETITION PROCESSES; AMENDING SEC'l'IONS 7-1-4130, 7-5-132, 

7-5-134, 13-27-202, 13-27-301, 13-27-312, AND 13-27-403, 

MCA; AND REPEALING SECTION 7-3-4334, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 7-1-4130, MCA, is amended to read: 

•7-1-4130. Petition. tlt Whenever a petition is 

authorized, unless the section authorizing the petition 

establishes different criteria, it-sne±i-be-vet±d-i£--±t--±s 

s±9ned--~y-iS%-0£-the-eieetors-oE-the-mtln±cipa±ity-end-meets 

tfte-£oilowing-req~irements~ 

tat--eontains-a-~tatement-e£-the-~tl~p~~e-tor-whieh-±t-±s 

eirettlated,-s~££ieient-to-meet-the-speeif±~-er±terie-~et-otlt 

in-the-9eetion-a~thor±z±ng-the-pet±t±on; 

tbt--eaeh-s±gnature-is-foTiowed-by-the-pr±nted--name--of 

the--~igner,-the-aadre~s-0£-the-signer~~-plaee-0£-re~±denee, 

and-the-date-0£-the-~±9ning;-and 

tet--the--pet±t±on--eonta±n~--the--date--±t--was---£ir~t 

e±~eu¼ated--and--a--statement--that--all--s±9nattlre~-m~~t-be 
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eollected-w±th±n-99-day~-of-that-date~ 

t%t--Bnless-otherw±~e-proY±ded,-al±-pet±t±ons--sh~ll--~e 

f±led--with--the--eounty--eleetion--admin±strator,-who-shali 

determ±ne-the-~tt£f±e±e~ey-of--the--s±gnattlre~~--Ho--pet±tion 

f±ie~--arter--the--deadl±ne-fo~-f±l±ng-the-pet±tion,-±£-any, 

shall-be-eons±dered♦ 

t3t--W±tnin-±8-werking-days-o£-the-date-the-pet±tion-wa~ 

f±led7-the-eoMnty-eieet±on-adm±n±strator-shal½-determ±ne-the 

adeqctaey-ef-the-pet±t±on~ 

t4t--~nadeq~ate-pet±t±oMs-shali-be-reenrne0-btlt--may--be 

amended-er-stlpplementary-signatttre~-may-be-obta±Med,-and-the 

~etit±en-may-be-ref±½ed-pr±or-to-the-deadline-for-fi¼in9-t~e 

petition. 

t5t--Within--½8--days--0£--±ts-seeend-fi½in9,-the-coctnty 

ereet±on-adm±n±strator-shali-aga±n-determine-the-adeq~aey-o~ 

tbe-petit±on~-lf-±t-±s-st±ll-determ±ned-inadeqctate,-±t-shaii 

be-rejeeted--w±thOtlt--prej~d±ee--to--the--fii±ng--of--a--new 

petit±on-to-the-same-effeetT 

t6t--if--a--pet±tion--±s-dete~m±ned-adeqtlate,-the-eotlnty 

eleetion-admin±strater-shall~ 

tat--eertify-its-adeqttaey-and-stlbmit-±t-to-the-governin9 

body-w±thotlt-delay; 

tbt--submit-a-eopy-ef-the-pet±t±on-to--the--atterney--of 

the-mtln±e±pat±ty. 

t7t--A-~erson-mtty-in-wr±tin9-w±thdtaw-h±s-~i9natctre-from 

-2- INTRODUCED BILL 
s~ ,~'6 
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a--pre~iott~ry--f±led--petit±on--at--any--time-prior-~o-finai 

aeC±on-0£-the-governing-body, 

t8t--tat-~~e-attorney-Eor-the-mttnieipality-sne±i-prepare 

and-tren~mit-to-tne-9overn±n9-body-withottt-deley--e--eonei~e 

~tatement--not--exeeed±n9--l66--word~,--~h±~-statement-~hail 

expre~~-e-trae-and-±m~ertiei-expienation-of-the--purpose--0£ 

the--propo~ed--baiiot--isstte--in--pidin,--ee~±iy--understood 

ian9tta9e,-~he-statement-may-not-intentionaiiy-he-an-ar9ttment 

and--may--not--±ntent±onBliy--be--written--so--es--to-ereate 

pre;ad±ee-£or-or-aga±n~t-the-mea~ttre, 

tbt--At-th~--saffle--t~me--the--sta~ement--of--~urpoee--is 

prepared,--the--attorney--sha¼¼--prepare--statements--o~-the 

±mp¼ieat±ons-of-a-vote-for-or-against-a--ballot--i~stte~--The 

statemente--of-implication-may-be-no-more-than-rs-words-eaeh 

and--ehall--be--in--~±mpie7---±mpartia¼---lan9tla9e---elearly 

explainin9--the-meonin9-of-a-vote-for-and-a-yote-aga±nst-the 

isetteo 

tet--Prior--to--an--eleetion--or--an---offieial---aetion 

±nvo¼ving-a-petition-ieette7-the-9overning-body-shal¼-pttblish 

eopiee---of--the--statement--0£-~pttrpose--and--statement--0£ 

±mp¼ieat±one-to-the-procedttre-estab¼±shed-in-7-i-4ire, 

t9t--The-seeretary-of-state-e~a¼¼--prepare--an0--provid~ 

eaeh-mttn±eipa¼~ty-with~ 

tat--a-eta"dard-petition-form; 

tbt--sample-pet±tion-forms-for-±nit±et±Ye~,-re£erendum~, 
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and-reeall-eleet±o"e;-and 

tet--sampl@-pet±t±on-£orm~-for-ereat±on-o£-d±striets, 

t%St-Eaeh--mttn±e±pali~y--ehe!l--make--a~a±iabie--to--the 

pttbiie--on--req~est--sample--pet±t±on--£orm~ the petition is 

subject t~ 7-5-131 through 7-5-137.H 

Section 2. sec~ion 7-5-132, MCA, is amended to read: 

"7-5-132. Procedure to exercise right of initiative or 

referendum. ( 1) The electors may initiate and amend 

ordinances and require submission of existing ordinances to 

a vote of the people by petition. If snbmitCed ~roved 

petition containing s~~ficient signatures is filed prior to 

the ordinance's effective date, a petition requesting a 

referendum on the ordinance shall delay the ordinance's 

effective date until the ordinance is ratified by the 

electors. A petition requesting a referendum on an emergency 

ordinance filed within 30 days of its effective date shall 

suspend the ordinance until ratified by the electors. 

(2) The governing body may refer existing or proposed 

ordinances to a vote of the people by resolution. 

(3) A petition or resolution 

referendum shall: 

for initiative 

(a) embrace only a single comprehensive subject; 

or 

or, 

(b) set out fully the ordinance sought by petitioners 

in the case of an amendment, set out fully the ordinance 

sought to be amended and the proposed amendment or, in the 

-4-
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case of referendum, set out the ordinance sought to be 

repealed; 

(c) be in the form prescribed in Title 13, chapter 27, 

except as specifically provided in this part; and 

(d) contain the signatures of 15% of the registered 

electors of the local government; and 

(e) contain transition provisions if the measure 

changes terms of off ice or forms of government • 11 

Section 3. Section 7-5-134, MCA, is amended to read: 

•1-5-134. Signatures submission for approval 

statement of purpose and implication~ (1) In order to 

determine the number of signatures needed on a petition to 

meet the percentage requirements of this part, the number of 

electors shall be the number of individuals registered to 

vote at the preceding general election for the local 

government. 

(2) Before a petition may be circulated for signatures, 

a sample petition must be submitted in the form in which it 

will be circulated to the county election administrator for 

approval as to form. ~he-e½eetion-adm±nistraeor-~ha±±-review 

the-~emp±e-pet¼tion-to-enstlre-eompi±a~ee--w±th--1-5-13¼--and 

7-5-¼3z~ 

(3) The county election administrator shall refer a 

copy of the sample petition sheet to the attorney for the 

local government unit £or--preparation--of--the--baT±ot 
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~tatement. The local government attorney shall review the 

sample petition for form and compliance with 7-5-131 and 

7-5-ll2 and prepare a concise ballot statement not exceeding 

100 words. ~hi~ The ballot statement must be an accurate and 

impartial explanation of the purpose of the proposed ballot 

issue in plain, easily understood language. The statement 

may not be an argument and may not be written so as to 

create prejudice for or against the issue. The statement 

prepared pursuant to this subsection, unless altered by 

court order, must De used as the petition title and the 

ballot statement if the issue is placed on the ballot. 

(4) At the time the statement of purpose is prepared, 

the attorney shall prepare a statement of the implication of 

a vote for and a stateme:1t of the implication of a vote 

against the ballot issue. Each statement of implication may 

be no more than 25 words and must be in simple, impartial 

language that clearly explains the meaning of a vote for or 

a vote against the issue. Each statement of implication 

prepared pursuant to this section, unless altered by a court 

order~ is to be used on the pelition and the ballot if the 

issue is placed on the balloc. The statements of implication 

must be placed beside the diagram provided for marking of 

the ballot in a manner similar to the following example: 

□ 
□ 

FOH. weekly commission meetings. 

AGAINST weekly commission meetings. 
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(5) If the petition is rejected as 

election administrator must send written 

statement of the reasons for rejection to 

submitted the sample petition within i6 

submission of the sample. 

16) If the petition is approved as 

election administrator shall send written 

LC 0601/01 

to form, the 

notice and a 

the person who 

21 days after 

to focm, the 

not ice to the 

person who submitted the sample petition within 21 days 

after submission of the sample. This notice must include the 

ballot statement and the statements of implication prepared 

by the local government attorney. 

(7) All petition signatures must be collected and filed 

within 90 days of the date of the notice that the petition 

has been approved as _to form." 

Section 4. Section 13-27-202, MCA, is amended to read: 

•13-27-202. Recommendations -- approval of form 

required. (1) Before submission of a sample sheet to the 

secretary of state pursuant to subsection (3), the following 

requirements must be fulfilled: 

(a) The text of the proposed measure must be submitted 

to the legislative council for review. 

(b) The council staff shall review the text for 

clarity, consistency, and any other factors the council 

staff considers when drafting proposed legislation. 

(c) Within 14 days after submission of the text, the 
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council staff shall make to the person submitting the text 

written recommendations for changes in the text or a 

statement that no changes are recommended. 

(d} The person submitting the text shall consider any 

such recommendations and respond in writing to the council, 

accepting, rejecting, or modifying each of the recommended 

changes. If no changes are recommended, no response is 

required. 

(2) The legislative council shall furnish a copy of the 

correspondence provided for in subsection (1) to the 

secretary of state, who shall make a copy thereof available 

to any person upon request. 

(3) Before a petition may be circulated for signatures, 

a sample sheet containing the text of the proposed measure 

must be submitted to the secretary of state in the form in 

which it will be circulated. The sample petition may not be 

submitted to the secretary of state more than 1 year prior 

to the final date for filing the signed petition with the 

secretary of state. The secretary of state shall refer a 

copy of the petition sheet to the attorney general for his 

approval. The secretary of state and attorney general must 

each review the petition for sufficiency as to form and 

approve or reject the form of the petition, stating the 

reasons for rejection, if any. The secretary of state or the 

attorne~ general may not reject the petition solely because 

-8-
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the text contains material not submitted to the legislative 

council! unless the material not submitted to the 

legislative council is a substantive change not sugges~~_i!____Q_y 

the legislative council. 

(4) The secretary of state shall review the comments 

and statements of the attorney general received pursuant to 

13-27-312 and make a final decision as to the approval or 

rejection of the form of the petition. The secretary of 

state shall send written notice to the person who submitted 

the petition sheet of the approval or rejection within 28 

days after submission of the petition sheet. ~ne-se~retary 

of-~tate-5hai~-~ena-w~iCten If the petition is rejected, the 

notice ±£-the-pet±t¼o~-he~-been-~ejeeted,-to9ether-w±th must 

include reasons for rejection,--w±t~in--14---day~---after 

~ttbm±~~±en-ef-the-p~ti~ion-~heet. 

(5) A petition with technical defect~ in form may be 

approved with the condition that those defects will be 

corrected before the petition is circulated for signa'=:_ur_~_?_,_ 11 

Section 5. Section 13-27-301, MCA, is amended to read: 

"13-27-301. Submission of petition sheets -- withdrawal 

of signatures. (1) Signed sheets or sections of petitions 

shall be submitted to the official responsible for 

registration of electors in the county in which the 

signatures were obtained no sooner than 9 months and no 

later than Z ! weeks before the final date for filing the 

-9-
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petition with the secretary of state. 

(2) Signatures may be withdrawn from a petition for 

constitutional amendment, constitutional convention, 

initiative, or referendum up to the time of final submission 

of petition sheets as provided in subsection (l}. The 

secretary of state shall prescribe the form to be used by an 

elector desiring to have his signature withdrawn from a 

petition.'' 

Section 6. Section 13-27-312, MCA, is amended to read: 

"13-27-312. Review of petition by attorney general 

preparation of statements -- fiscal note. {l) Upon receipt 

of a petition from the office of the secretary of state 

pursuant to 13-27-202, the attorney general shall examine 

the petit~on as to form and, if the proposed ballot issue 

has an effect en the revenues, expenditures, or the fiscal 

liability of the state, shall order a fiscal note 

incorpora~ing an estimate o[ such effect, the substance of 

which must substantially comply with the provisions of 

5-4-205. The budget director, in cooperation with the agency 

or agencies affected by the petition, is responsible for 

preparing the fiscal note and shall return it within 6 days 

unless the attorn~y general, for good cause shown, extends 

the time for completing the fiscal note. 

l?l If the petition form is approved, the attorney 

general !llhal± mo.y endeavor to seek out parties on both sides 

-10-
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of the issue and obtain their advice. The attorney general 

may,--±r--he--deems--±t--neeeeeary7 --a~point--a--r±ve-Member 

eofflfflittee-to-reeofflfflend-the--statement--of--pnrpo~e--end--the 

statement--of-the-imp±ieations-0£-the-meas~re,-~he-eoffll'l'tittee 

sha¼l-eon9ist-of--two--per9ons--recommended--by--the--person 

£i¼ing--the--pet±t±on,--two--persons--Known--to--oppose--the 

measure,--a~d--one--representative-of-the-attorney-generalis 

office,-who-±9-the-ehairmano-~he-eofflfflittee-sha±±,-w±thin--¼4 

days--o£--appointment 7 --meet--and--recommend--by-a-~ote-o£-a 

fflajor±ty-of-the-eofflffl±ttee shall prepare: 

(a) a statement, not to exceed 100 words, explaining 

the purpose of the measure; and 

(b) statements, not to exceed 25 words each, explaining 

the implications of a vote for and a vote against the 

measure. 

tit--~he-attor~ey-generai-may-aeeept,-re;eet,-or--mod±fy 

the---statement~---reeo!Mlended--by--the--eol'IU'l'l±ttee,--~f--the 

eolM\ittee-±e-~nabie-to-~eeommend-one-or-both-~tatements,-tne 

8ttorney-9ene~a%-shai¼-prepare-the-statement~• 

(3) The attorney general shall prepare a fiscal 

statement of no more than 50 words if a fiscal note was 

prepared for the proposed ballot issue, such statement to be 

used on the petition and ballot if the measure is placed on 

the ballot, 

(4) The statement of purpose and the statements of 

-11-
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implication must express the true and impartial explanation 

of the proposed ballot issue in plain, easily understood 

language and may not be arguments or written so as to create 

prejudice for or against the measure. 

(5) The statement of purpose p~epared--~tt~~ttan~--eo 

~ttb~ection-tlt-or-trt, unless altered by a court under 

13-27-316, is the petition title for the measure circulated 

by the petition and the ballot title if the measure is 

placed on the ballot. 

(6) The statements of implication shall be placed 

beside the diagram provided for marking of the ballot in a 

manner similar to the following example: 

□ 

□ 

FOR extending the right to vote to persons 18 years 

of age 

AGAINST extending the right to vote to persons 18 

years of age 

(7) If the petition is rejected as to form, the 

attorney general shall forward his comments to the secretary 

of state within 19 21 days after receipt of the petition by 

the attorney general. If the petition is approved as to 

form, the attorney general shall forward the statement of 

purpose, the statements of implication, and the fiscal 

statement, if applicable, to the secretary of state within 

21 days after receipt of the petition by the attorney 

general." 

-12-
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Section 7. Section 13-27-403, MCA, is amended to read: 

"13-27-403. Appointment to committee. (1) Appointments 

Except as provided in subsection (2), appointments to 

committees advocating approval or rejection of an act 

referred to the people~ o~ a constitutional amendment 

proposed by the legislature, or a ballot measure referred to 

the people by referendum petition or proposed by any type of 

initiative petition shall be made no later than 6 months 

before the election at which the ballot issue will be voted 

on by the people. 

(2) Appointments to committees advocating approval or 

rejection of a ballot measure referred to the people by 

referendum petition or proposed by any type of initiative 

petition that is approved less than 7 months before the 

election at which the ballot issue will be voted on by the 

people shall be made no later than 30 days after the measure 

is approved for circulation by the secretary of state. All 

persons responsible for appointing members ta the committee 

shall submit to the secretary of state the names and 

addresses of the appointees no later than the date set by 

this subsection. Such submission must include the written 

22 acceptance of appointment from each appointee required by 

23 

24 

section 13-27-402(6). 

(3) All appointees to a committee pursuant to 

25 subsection (1) must be notified by the secretary of state by 
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certified mail, with return receipt requested, no later than 

5 days after the deadline set for appointment of committee 

members, of the deadlines for submission of the committee's 

arguments. 

(4) All appointees to a committee pursuant to 

subsection {2) must be notified by the secretary of state by 

certified mail, with return receipt requested, no later than 

35 days after the petition has been approved for 

circulation, of the deadlines for submission of the 

committee's arguments. 

(5) Committees appointed under subsections (2)(b), (4), 

and (5) of 13-27-402 must be vacated and have no further 

obligation if the ballot measure for which they were 

appointed fails to receive sufficient signatures to place it 

on the ballot. The secretary of state shall notify the 

committee members of the failure of a ballot measure to 

receive sufficient signatures no later than 3 days after the 

filing deadline set in 13-27-104." 

NEW SECTION. Section 8. Repealer. Section 7-3-4334, 

MCA, is repealed. 

-End-
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' 

52nd Legislature SB 0156/02 

APPROVED BY COMM. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

ON LOCAL GOVERNMENT 

SENATE BILL NO. 156 

INTRODUCED BY DOHERTY, COCCHIARELLA, T. BECK, J. BROWN, 

BECKER, SQUIRES, JERGESON, GRADY 

BY REQUEST OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO GENERALLY REVISE AND 

CLARIFY THE STATE AND LOCAL REFERENDUM AND INITIATIVE 

PETITION PROCESSES: AMENDING SECTIONS 7-1-4130, 7-5-132, 

7-5-134, 13_-27-10_!,_ 13-27-202, 13-27-301, 13-27-312, AND 

13-27-403, MCA; AND REPEALING SEC"rION 7-3-4334, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 7-1-4130, MCA, is amended to read: 

"7-1-4130. Petition. tlt Whenever a petition is 

authorized, unless the section authorizing the petition 

establishes different criteria, ±t-9ha~i-be-valid-±£--it--is 

sig~ed--by-15%-of-the-e¼eetors-of-the-mtlnieipality-and-meets 

the-foiiowin9-~eqtlirement~~ 

tat--eontains-a-statement-o£-the-pttrpo9e-for-whieh-it-¼s 

ei~e~¼ated,-sttfficient-te-meet-the-speeific-eriteria-set-ottt 

in-the-~eetion-attthorizing-the-petition; 

tbt--eaeh-signBture-±s-rollowed-by-the-printed--nBme--0£ 

the--~±9ne~,-the-addre~~-0£-the-si9neris-plaee-0£-residenee, 

and-the-dete-of-the-s±9ning7-and 

tet--tht--petition--eontain~--the--date--it--w~~---fir~t 

~n, '"9"'-'"' (,'"""' 

1 

2 

J 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

SB 0156/02 

eirett¼ated--and--a--statement--that--a¼l--signatttres-mttst-be 

eolieeted-within-90-d~ys-of-that-date. 

t2t--eniess-otherwise-provided,-ail-petitions--sha¼½--be 

filed--with--the--eottnty--eleetion--administrator,-who-shal¼ 

dete~mine-the-sttffieieney-0£--the--signatttres.--No--petition 

£iied--after--the--deadline-£or-£iling-the-~etit±on7 -if-any7 

shai¼-be-eon9idered~ 

t3t--W±th±n-l8-work±ng-days-or-the-date-the-pet±tion-was 

£iled,-the-eo~nty-eleetion-administrator-shall-determ¼ne-the 

adegttaey-oE-the-petition, 

t4t--fnadeq~ate-pet±tions-shall-be-ret~rned-but--may--be 

amended-or-8tlpplementary-8i9nattlres-may-be-obtai~ed,-and-the 

petit±on-ft\fty-be-refiled-prior-to-the-deadline-£or-£±½±ng-the 

petition. 

t5}--Within--l8--days--or--±ts-seeond-r±ling,-the-eounty 

eleetion-administrator-shali-again-determ±ne-the-adeqttaey-oE 

the-petition,-if-it-is-st±i¼-determ±ned-inadeq~ate7 -it-shall 

be-rejeeted--withotlt--p~ejtldiee--to--the--£iling--o£--a--new 

petition-to-the-same-e££eeto 

t6t--ff--a--pet±tion--is-determined-adeq~ate,-the-eottnty 

eleetion-administratoe-shaiiT 

tat--certify-its-adeqtlaey-and-sttbmit-it-to-the-governing 

body-without-delay7 

tbt--~ubm±t-a-eo~y-Df-the-petition-to--the--attorney--of 

the-~ttni~ipality~ 

SECOND READING 
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t1t--A-person-may-in-writin~-withdraw-h±s-signatttre-£rom 

a--previottsly--f±led--petitien--at--any--time-prior-to-final 

aetion-of-the-governing-body, 

t8t--tet-~he-ettorney-£or-the-mttnieipe±ity-sha±±-prepere 

and-transm±t-to-the-9overnin9-body-withotlt-delay--a--conei~e 

statement--not--exceeding--108--worde.--This-etatement-sha¼i 

express-a-trtte-and-impartial-explanation-0£-the--~tlrpoee--0£ 

the--proposed--hallot--isstle--in--pra±n,--eaeiiy--ttnderstood 

langtta9e,-~he-statefflent-may-not-intentionaiiy-be-cn-ar9~ment 

and--may--not--intentionaliy--be--written--so--as--to-ereate 

prejttdiee-for-or-against-the-meas~reo 

tbt--At-the--seme--time--the--stetement--of--ptlr~ose--ie 

prepared,--the--attorney--shall--prepare--statements--0£-the 

impiieations-0£-a-vote-for-or-a9ainst-a--ballot--issueo--~he 

stater.,ents--of-implieation-may-be-no-more-than-~5-words-eaeh 

and--shall--be--in--simpie,---impartial---lan9tla9e---elearly 

ex~lain±ng--the-meaning-of-a-vote-for-and-a-Yote-against-the 

ieetleo 

tet--Prior--to--an--eieetion--or--an---o££ieial---aetion 

inwoiving-a-petition-isstle,-the-governing-body-shail-pttblish 

eopies---of--the--statement--of--pttrpose--and--statement--of 

impiieations-to-the-proeedure-esteblished-in-1-l-4lZBo 

t9t--~he-eeeretary-of-etate-ehall--prepere--and--provide 

eaeh-fflttnieipolity ~ith~ 

tat--a-str:ndard-petition-form1 

-3- SB 156 

l 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

SB 0156/02 

tbt--sample-petition-£orms-for-initiatives,-re£erend~fflST 

and-reeell-eleetions;-and 

tet--eample-pe~±Cien-Ee~m~-£er-ereatien-oE-dis~~iets. 

ti0t-Baeh--mtlftieipeiity--~hell--make--avaiiabie--to--the 

pttbi±e--on--~eqtte~t--~ampie--~etit±oft--forme ~etition is 

subject to 7-5-131 through 7-5-137." 

Section 2. Section 7-5-132, MCA, is amended to read: 

M?-5-132. Procedure to exercise right of initiative or 

E'eferendum. (1) The electors may initiate and amend 

ordinances and require submission of existing ordinances to 

a vote of the people by petition. If sttbmitted ~roved 

petition containing sufficient signatures is filed prior to 

the ordinance's effective date, a petition requesting a 

referendum on the ordinance shall delay the ordinance's 

effective date until the ordinance is ratified by the 

electors. A petition requesting a referendum on an emergency 

ordinance filed within 30 days of its effective date shall 

suspend the ordinance until ratified by the electors. 

(2) The governing body may refer existing or proposed 

ordinances to a vote of the people by resolution. 

(3) A petition or resolution 

referendum shall: 

for initiative or 

or, 

(a) embrace only a single comprehensive subject; 

{b) set out fully the ordinc1nce sought by petitioners 

in the case of an amendment, set out fully the otdinance 
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sought to be amended and the proposed amendment or, in the 

case of referendum, set out the ordinance sought to be 

repealed; 

(c) be in the form prescribed in Title 13, chapter 27, 

except as specifically provided in this part: artd 

(d) contain the signatures of 15% of the registered 

electors of the local government; and 

(e) contain transition provisions if the measure 

changes terms of office or forms of government. 11 

Section 3. Section 7-5-134, MCA, is amended to read: 

"7-5-134. Signatures submission for approval 

statement of purpose and implication. (1) In order to 

determine the number of signatures needed on a petition to 

meet the percentage requirements of this part, the number of 

electors shall be the number of individuals registered to 

vote at the preceding general election for the local 

government. 

(2) Before a petition may be circulated for signatures, 

a sample petition must be submitted in the form in whic~ it 

will be circulated to the county election administrator for 

approval as to form. The-eieetien-admintstrator-~nall-re~±ew 

~he-samp¼e-petition-~o-enstt~e-eompl¼ene~--w±th--T-5-131--and 

1-5-t3r7 

(3) The county election adm.nistrator shall refer a 

copy of the sample petition sheet to the attorney for the 
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local government unit for--p~eparat±on--0£--the--ba¼lot 

~tateme"t. The local government attorney shall review the 

sample petition for form and compliance with 7-5-131 and 

7-5-132 and prepare a concise ballot statement not exceeding 

100 words. ~h±~ The ballot statement must be an accurate and 

impartial explanation of the purpose of the proposed ballot 

issue in plain, easily understood language. The statement 

may not be an argument and may not be written so as to 

create prejudice for or against the issue. The statement 

prepared pursuant to this subsection, unless altered by 

court order, must be used as the petition title and the 

ballot statement if the issue is placed on the ballot. 

{4) At the time the statement of purpose is prepared, 

the attorney shall prepare a statement of the implication of 

a vote for and a statement of the implication of a vote 

against the ballot issue. Each statement of implication may 

be no more than 25 words and must be in simple, impartial 

language that clearly explains the meaning of a vote for or 

a vote against the issue. Each statement of implication 

prepdred pursuant to this section, unless altered by a court 

order, is to be used on the petition and the ballot if the 

issue is placed on the ballot. The statements of implication 

must be placed beside the diagram provided for marking of 

the b,'t.llot in a manner similar to the following example: 

FOH weekly commission meetings. 
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AGAINST weekly commission meetings. 

(5) If the petition is rejected as to form, the 

election administrator must senJ written notice and a 

statement of the reasons for rejectlon to the person who 

submitted the sample petition within iO ±_!_ days after 

submission of the san.ple. 

(6) If the petition is approved as to form, the 

election administrator shall send written notice to the 

person who submitted the sample petition within 21 days 

after sub::-iission o: t.he sample. This notice must in...:lude the 

ballot statement and the statements of implication prepdred 

by the local government attorney. 

(7) All petition signatures must be collected and filed 

within 90 days of the date of the notice that the petition 

has been approved as to form. 11 

SECTION 4. SEC'fION 13-27-104, MCA, IS AMENDED TO READ: 

"13-27-104. Time for filing. Unless a specific time for 

filing is provided in the constitution, all petitions filed 

with the secretary of state, certified as provided by law, 

must be received before 5 p.m. of the s~cond third Friday of 

the fourth month prior to the election at which they are to 

be voted upon by the people." 

Section 5. Section 13-27-202, MCA, is amended to read: 

"13-27-202. Rccom entlations approval of form 

requiced. (1) Before submis~ion of a sample sheet to the 
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secretary of state pursuant to subsection (3), the following 

requirements must be fulfilled: 

(a) The text of the proposed measure must be submitted 

to the legislative council for review. 

{b) The council staff shall review the text for 

clarity, consistency, and any other factors the council 

staff considers wt.en drafting proposed legislation. 

(c) Within 14 days a~ter submission of the text, the 

council staff shall make to the person submitting the text 

written recommendations for chGnges in the text or a 

statement that no changes are recommended. 

(d) The person submitting the text shall consider any 

such recommendations and respond in writing to the council, 

accepting, rejecting, or modifying each of the recommended 

changes. If no changes are recommended, no response is 

required. 

(2) The legislative council shall furnish a copy of the 

correspondence provided for in subsection (1) to the 

secretary of state, who shall make a copy thereof available 

to any person upon request. 

(3) Before a petition may be circulated for signatures, 

a sample sheet containing the text of the proposed measure 

must be submitted to the secretary of state in the form in 

which it will be circulated. The sample petition may not be 

submitted to the secretary of state more than l year prior 

-8- SB 156 



l 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

SB 0156/02 

to the final date for filing the signed petition with the 

secretary of state. The secretary of state shall refer a 

copy of the petition sheet to the attorney general for his 

approval. The secretary of state and attor·1ey general must 

each review the petition for sufficiency as to form and 

approve or reject the form of the petition, stating the 

reasons for rejection, if any. The secretary of state or the 

attorney general may not reject the petitions~~~ 

the text contains material not submit~ed to the legislative 

council, unless the materia!._ __ not submitted to the 

legislative council is~bstantive change not sugqesteU by 

the legislative council~ 

(4) The secretary of state shall review the comments 

and statements of the attorney general received pursuant to 

13-27-312 and make a final decision as to the approval or 

rejection of the form of the petition. The secretary of 

state shall send written notice to the person who submitted 

the petition sheet of the appcoval ~rejection within 28 

days after submission of the petition sheet. ~he--seeretary 

0£-~tat~-~h8!l-9end-written If the petition is rejected, the 

notice ±£-the-petition-has-been-~ejeeted7-together-with must 

include reasons for rejection,--w±thin--l4--days--a£te~ 

~~bmi~~ion-of-the-petition-~heet. 

121 

?Pl'_~oved 

A petition with technical defects in form may be 

with th~ condition that those defects will be 
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corrected before the petition is circulated for signaturesa 

(6) THE SECRETARY OF STATE SHALL UPON REQUEST PROVIDE 

THE PERSON SUBMITTING THE PETITION WITH A SAMPLE PETITION 

FORM, INCLUDING THE TEXT OF THE PROPOSED MEASURE, THE 

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE, AND -'HE STATEMENTS OF IMPLICATIONS, 

ALL AS APPROVED BY THE SECRETARY OF STATE AND THE ATTORNEY 

GENERAL, THE PETITION f,IAY BE CIRCULATED IN THE FORM OF THE 

SAMPLE PREPARED BY THE SECRETARY OF STATE." 

Section 6. 

"13-27-301. 

Section 13-27-301, MCA, is amended to read: 

Submission of petition sheets withdrawal 

of siJnatures. (1) Signed sheets or sections of petitions 

shall be submitted to the official responsible for 

registration of electors in the county in which the 

signatures were obtained no sooner than 9 months and no 

later than% i l weeks before the final date for filing the 

petition with the secretary of state. 

(2) Signatures may be withdrawn from a petition for 

constitutional amendment, constitutional convention, 

initiat:ve, or referendum up to the time of final submission 

of petition sheets as provided in subsection (1). The 

secretary of state shall prescribe the form to be used by an 

elector desiring to have his signature withdrawn from a 

petition.'' 

Section 7. Section 13-27-312, MCA, is amendeJ to read: 

"13-27-312. Review of petitiot1 by attorney general --

-10- SB 156 



1 

2 

J 

4 

5 

6 

7 

B 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

1B 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

SB 0156/02 

preparation of statements -- fiscal note. (l) Upon receipt 

of a petition from the office of the secretary of ~tate 

pursuant to 13-27-202, the attorney general shall examine 

the petition as to form and, if the proposed ballot issue 

has an effect on the revenues, expenditures, or the fiscal 

liability of the state, shall order a fiscal note 

incorporating an e:::timate of such effect, the sLbstance of 

which must substantially comply with the provisions of 

5-4-205. The budget director, in cooperation with the agency 

or ag-~ncies affected by the petition, is responsible for 

preparing the fiscal note and shall return it within 6 days 

unless the attorney general, for good cause shown, extends 

the time for completing the fiscal note. 

ill If the petition form is approved, the attorney 

general ~ha¼r ~ endeavor to seek out parties on both sides 

of the issue and obtain their advice. The attorney general 

may,--it--he--deeme--it--fteeeeaa~y,--appo±nt--a--five-member 

eonunittee--to--reeomm.end--the--~tatement--of-pnrp6se-and-the 

statement-0£-the-imprieatione-oE-the-mea~nre.-The--eofflfflittee 

ehall--eonsist--of--two--per~on~--reeofflfflended--by-the-pe~~on 

r± ¼ing--the- -pet ±ti:o!"l,--t·,10- -pe r~one--kl"l:owl"l:--t:o--oppoee-- the 

mea~ttre,-ar'lrl-one-rep~eseMtative-of--the--attor~ey--ger'lera¼~~ 

0££iee,--who-±~-the-ehatrman.-~he-eommi:ttee-~hall,-within-l4 

d,.y~-of-appoi-l"ltm.ent ,-m.eet:-anO-- t"eeofflffl.enC:- -by--e--vote- -0£- -a 

major±ty-of-the-eefflffli-ttee shall prepare: 
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(a) a statement, not to exceed 100 words, explaining 

the purpose of the measure; and 

(b) statements, not to exceed 25 wo~ds each, explaining 

the implications of a vote for and a vote against the 

measure. 

t~+--~he--8~torney-~enef"a¼-may-aeeept,-~ejeet 7 -er-modi£y 

the--stetements--reeoffllf.ended--by--the--eOl'Mli~tee.---1£---the 

eofflffl.ittee-ie-~nabie-to-reeommend-one-or-both-statements,-the 

attor~ey-genera¼-ahall-prepere-the-statements• 

( 3) The attorney general shall prepare a fiscal 

statement of no more than SO words if a fiscal note was 

prepared for the proposed ballot issue, such statement to be 

used on the petition a~d ballot if the measure is placed on 

the ballot. 

( 4) The statement of purpose and the statements of 

implication must express the true and impartial explanation 

of the proposed ballot issue in plain, easily understood 

language and may not be arguments or written so as to create 

prejudice for or against the measure. 

(5) The statement of purpose prepa~ed--p~rsttant--to 

s~bseetion--t¼t--or--tit, unless altered by a court under 

13-27-316, is the petition title for the measure circulated 

by the petition and the ballot title if the measure is 

placed on the ballot. 

(6) The statements of implication shall be placed 
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beside the diagram provided for marking of the ballot in a 

manner similar to the following example: 

0 FOR e~tending the right to vote to persons 18 years 

of age 

0 AGAINST extending the right to vote to persons 13 

years of age 

(7) If the petition is rejected as to form, the 

attorney general shall forward his comments to the secretary 

of state within i9 ~ days after receipt of the petition by 

the attorney general. If the petition is approved as to 

form, the attorney general shall forward the statement of 

purpose, the statements of implication, and the fiscal 

statement, if applicable, to the secretary of state within 

21 days after receipt of the petition by the attorney 

general." 

Section 8. Section 13-27-403, MCA, is amended to read: 

•13-27-403. Appointment to committee. (1) Appo±nements 

Except as provided in subsection {2), appointments to 

committees advocating approval or rejection of an act 

referred to the people~ er a constitutional amendment 

proposed by the legislature, or a ballot measure referred to 

the people by referendum petition or proposed by any~EI_ 

initiative petition shall be made no later than 6 months 

before the election at which the ballot issue will be voted 

on by the people. 

-13- SB 156 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

SB 0156/02 

(2) Appointments to committees advocating approval or 

rejection of a ballot measure referred to the people by 

referendum petition or proposed by any type of init•iative 

petition that is approved less than 7 months before the 

election at which the ballot issue will be voled on by the 

~l~ shall be made no later than 30 days after the measure 

is approved for circulation by the secretary of state. All 

persons resporsible for appointing members to the committee 

shall submit to the secretary of state the names and 

addresses of the appointees no later than the date set by 

this subsection. Such submission must includ~ the written 

acceptance of appointment from each appointee required by 

section 13-27-402(6). 

(3) All appointees to a committee pursuant to 

subse2tion (1) must be notified by the secretary of state by 

certified mail, with return receipt requested, no later than 

5 days after the deadline set for appointment of committee 

members, of the deadlines for submission of the committee's 

arguments. 

(4) All appointees to a committee pursuant to 

subsection (2) must be notified by the secretary of state by 

certified mail, with return receipt requested, no later than 

35 days after the petition has been approved for 

circulation, of the deadlines for- submission 

commit tee's argumt·nts. 
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l (5) Committees appointed under subsections (2)(b), (4), 

2 and (5) of 13-27-402 must be vacated and have no further 

3 obligation if the ballot measure for which they were 

4 appointed fails to receive sufficient signatures to place it 

5 on the ballot. The secretary of state shall notify the 

6 committee members of the failure of a ballot measure to 

7 receive sufficient signatures no later than 3 days after the 

8 filing deadline set in 13-27-104." 

9 NEW SECTION. Section 9. Repealer. Section 7-3-4334, 

10 MCA, is repealed. 

-End-
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SENATE BILL NO. 156 

INTRODUCED BY DOHERTY, COCCHIARELLA, T. BECK, J. BROWN, 

BECKER, SQUIRES, JERGESON, GRADY 

BY REQUEST OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO GENERALLY REVISE AND 

CLARIFY THE STATE AND LOCAL REFERENDUM AND INITIATIVE 

PETITION PROCESSES; AMENDING SECTIONS 7-1-4130, 7-5-132, 

7-5-134, 13-27-104, 13-27-202, 13-27-301, 13-27-312, AND 

13-27-403, MCA; AND REPEALING SEC'IION 7-3-4334, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 7-1-4130, MCA, is amended to read: 

"7-1-4130. Petition. 

authorized, unless the 

t¼t Whenever a 

section authorizing 

petition is 

the petition 

establishes different criteria, ±t-9ha¼¼-be-va¼±d-i£--±t--is 

s±qne~--by-i5%-ef-the-eleetors-of-the-mHft±ei~a¼ity-and-Meets 

the-£ollowinq-reqttirements~ 

tat--conta±ns-a-statement-of-the-pttrpose-for-whieh-it-is 

eircttlated,-sttff±e±ent-to-meet-the-speeir±e-eriter±a-set-ottt 

in-the-seetion-atttkerizing-the-petition~ 

tbt--eaeh-s±gnatttre-is-£e¼¼owed-by-the-priftted--~ame--or 

the--~igner;-the-addre~s-or-tne-s±gne~i~-p¼Bee-of-re~±denee, 

and-~~e-date-0£-the-~T9n±ng7-and 

tet--the--pet±t±on--eontain~--the--date--it--wa~---£±~~t 

~>n> ,e9;,,.,,., <-=•I 
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e±rett¼ated--and--a--~tatement--that--a¼¼--signatttres-mttst-be 

eo¼¼eeted-w±th±n-96-daye-or-that-date. 

tit--8n¼ess-otherw±se-provided,-a¼¼-pet±t±on9--9ha¼¼--be 

E±¼ed--w±th--the--eottnty--e¼eet±on--adm±nistrator,-who-sha¼¼ 

Oeterm±ne-the-sttffieieney-0£--the--s±gnatttre9.--Ne--petit±en 

f±ied--a£ter--the--dead¼±ne-ror-£±¼±n9-the-petit±en,-±£-any7 

sha¼¼-be-eons±dered. 

t3t--W±th±n-±8-work±ng-days-of-the-date-ehe-pet±t±en-was 

f±¼ed,-the-eottnty-e¼eet±on-admin±~trator-sha¼¼-determ±ne-the 

adeqttaey-or-the-pet±t±on. 

t•t--tnadeqtta~e-pet±t±ons-sha±¼-be-returned-bttt--may--be 

amended-or-sttpp¼emen~ary-9±~fta~ttre9-may-be-obta¼"ed7-and-the 

pet*tien-may-be-ref¼¼ed-prior-to-the-dead¼±ne-~or-fi¼ing-the 

petit±on, 

t5t--With±n--¼0--days--0£--it9-9eeond-f±%ing;-the-eottnty 

e¼eet±on-adm±nistrator-sha¼¼-aga±n-determine-the-adeqttaey-ef 

the-petition.-f£-±t-t~-stt¼½-determ±ned-±nadequate,-±t-9ha¼¼ 

ee-~ejeeted--w±thout--pre;~diee--to--the--r±i±ng--of--a--new 

petition-to-the-~ame-e££eet• 

t6t--ff--a--petition--±~-determ±ned-adeq~ate7-the-eo~nty 

e½eet±on-admin±strator-shaii~ 

tat--eertify-tts-~de~ttaey-and-9ttbm±t-it-te-the-90Ye~n±n9 

body-withotlt-delay~ 

tbt--~~bmi~-a-ee~y-~~-the-petttien-to--the--attorney--of 

t~e-mctnteipati~r• 
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tit--A-person-may-¼n-wr¼ting-w±thdraw-h±s-signatare-from 

a--prev±ettsi7--f¼ied--petit¼en--et--any--t¼me-prior-to-£¼na¼ 

aet¼en-e£-tfte-~overnin9-body. 

t8t--tat-~he-atterney-for-the-mdnic±pa¼±ty-s~a±l-prepare 

and-trenem¼t-te-the-9eyern±n9-body-withott~-de±ey--e--eoneise 

statement--net--exeeeding--¼90--words•--~h±s-statement-shaii 

e~press-a-trde-and-¼mpartia¼-exp¼anat±on-ef-the--pttrpose--0£ 

the--proposed--ba¼¼ot--iss~e--in--p¼ein7--ees±½y--ttnderstood 

¼engttage.-~he-statement-mey-net-intentione½ty-be-en-ergttment 

and--mey--not--±ntent±ona¼¼y--be--wr±tten--eo--es--to-ereate 

prejtld±ee-ror-or-aga±nst-the-measttre• 

tbt--At-tke--~ame--t~me--the--statemene--of--ptl~po~e--i9 

prepared,---the--attorney--~hatt--~repare--statement,--0£-the 

imp¼±cations-0£-a-vote-£or-or-agai"st-a--ba%%ot--±s,~e•--~he 

stetements--0£-implieation-may-ee-"o-more-than-~S-wor~s-eaeb 

and--shaii--be--i-n--simp¼e,---impartial---lenguage---e½earty 

e~~Taining--the-meaning-0£-a-vote-£or-and-a-vote-a9a±nst-the 

±9Stte7 

tet--Prior--to--an--eteetion--or--an---o£Eieial---action 

involvin9-a-petition-t~stte7-the-~overning-body-shall-pttb¼ish 

eopies---of--the--statement--or--pttrpose--and--statement--0£ 

±mp¼±eat±ons-to-the-proeedure-established-in-7-T-41~8, 

f9t--The-seeretary-of-s~ate-shall--prepare--an~--~rovide 

eaeh-mtln~e±pa¼ity-with7 

tat--a-~tanda~O-peeition-tor~~ 
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tbt--~amp¼e-pet±t±en-ferms-Eor-¼nit±at¼ves,-re£erendttms7 

and-rees¼¼-e¼eet±ons;-and 

tct--samp¼e-~t±t±on-£orms-£or-ereat¼en-ef-~±str±etsT 

t¼9t-Eaeh--mttn±e¼ps¼±ty--sha¼¼--make--ava¼¼ab¼e--te--th~ 

pttb¼±e--on--reqtteet--ssmp¼e--pet±t±on--£orms ~etition is 

subject to 7-5-131 through 7-5-137." 

Section 2. Section 7-5-132, MCA, is amended to read: 

"7-5-132~ Procedure to exercise right of initiative or 

referendum. I l) The electors may initiate and amend 

ordinances and require submission of existing ordinances to 

a vote of the people by petition. If sabm¼tted ~roved 

petition containing sufficient signatures is filed prior to 

the ordinance's effective date, a petition requesting a 

referendum on the ordinance shall delay the ordinance's 

effective date until the ordinance is ratified by the 

electors. A petition requesting a referendum on an emergency 

ordinance filed within 30 days of its effective date shall 

suspend the ordinance until ratified by the electors. 

(2) The governing body may refer existing or proposed 

ordinances to a vote of the people by resolution. 

( 3) A petition or resolution for initiative or 

referendum shall: 

(a) embrace only a single comprehensive subject; 

( b) set out fully the ordinance souqht by petitioners 

or, in the case of an amendment, set out fully the ordi11ance 
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sought to be amended and the proposed amendment or, 1n the 

case of referendum, set out the ordinance sought to be 

repealed; 

(c) be in the form prescribed in Title 13, chapter 27, 

except as specifically provided in this part; a"e 

(d} contain the signatures of 15% of the registered 

electors of the local government; and 

(e) contain transition provisions if the measure 

changes terms of office or forms of government."' 

Section 3. Section 7-5-134, MCA, is amended to read: 

"7-5-134. Signatures submission for approval 

statement of purpose and implication. (1) In order to 

determine the number of signatures needed on a petition to 

meet the percentage requirements of this part, the number of 

electors shall be the number of individuals registered to 

vote at the preceding general election for the local 

government. 

(2) Before a petition may be circulated for signatures, 

a sample petition must be submitted in the form in which it 

will be circulated to the county election administrator for 

approval as to form. ~he-eiee~ioft-admtni~~rator-~haii-~e~±ew 

ehe-~ample-~et±tion-to-enstt~e-~ompitan~e--with--~-5-t~Y--and 

1-5-B:27 

(3) The county election administrat..Jr s:)d~i.. re.:.__~r a 

copy of the sample petition sheet to the attorney for the 
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local government unit ior--~~eparae±on--or--eae--bai~e~ 

sta~ement. The local government attorney shall review the 

sample oetition for form and compliance with 7-5-131 and 

7-5-132 and prepa~e a concise ballot statement not exceeding 

100 words. Th¼~ The ballot statement must be an accurate and 

impartial explanation of the purpose of the proposed ballot 

issue 1n plain, easily understood language. The statement 

may not be an argument and may not be written so as to 

create prejudice for or against the issue. The statement 

prepared pursuant to this subsection, unless altered oy 

court order, must be used as the petition title and the 

ballot statement if the issue is placed on the ballot. 

(4) At the time the statement of purpose is prepared, 

the attorney shall prepare a statement of the implication of 

a vote for and a statement of the implication of a vote 

against the ballot issue. Each statement of implication may 

be no more than 25 words and must be in simple, impartial 

language that clearly explains the meaning of a vote for or 

a vote against the issue. Each statement of implication 

prepared pursuant to this section, unless altered by a court 

order, is to be used on the petition and the ballot if the 

issue is pldced on the ballot. The statements of implication 

must be placed beside the diagram provided for marking of 

the b~ll~t ind manner sixilar t~ the following example: 

FOR weekiy commission meetings. 
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AGAINST weekly commission meetings. 

( 5) If the petition is rejected as to form, the 

election administrator must send written notice and a 

statement of the reasons for rejection to the person who 

submitted the sample petition within ¼0 .£.!_ days after 

submission of the sample. 

( 6) If the petition is approved as to form, the 

election administrator shall send written notice to the 

person who submitted the sample petition within 21 days 

after submission of the sample. This notice must include the 

ballot statement and the statements of implication prepared 

by the lccal governme~t attorney. 

(7) All petition signatures must be collected and filed 

within 90 days of the date of the notice that the petition 

has been approved as to form.'' 

SECTION 4. SECTION 13-27-104, MCA, rs AMENDED TO READ: 

"13-27-104. Time for filing. Unless a specific time for 

filing is provided in the constitution, all petiticns filed 

with the secretary of state, certified as provided by law, 

ffi'J.St be received before 5 p.m. of t:ie :,eeond third Friday of 

the fourth month prior to the election at which they are to 

be voted upon by the people. tt 

58ction 5. Section 13-27-202, MCA, i;;, amended to read: 

"13-27-202. Recommendations approval of form 

required. (1) Betore submission ot a sample sheet to the 
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secretary of state pursuant to subsection (3), the following 

requirements must be fulfilled: 

(d) The text of the proposed measure must be submitted 

to the legislative council for review. 

(b) The council staff shall review the text for 

clarity, consistency, and any other factors the council 

staff considers when drafting proposed legislation. 

(c} Within 14 days after submission of the text, the 

council staff shall make to the person submitting the text 

written recommendations for changes in the text or a 

statement that no changes are recommended. 

{d) The per~on submitting the text shall consider any 

such recommendations and respond in writing to the council, 

accepting, rejecting, or modifying each of the recommended 

changes. If no changes are recomm~nded, no response is 

required. 

(2) The legislative council shall furnish a copy of the 

correspondence provided for in subsection ( l) to the 

secretary of state, who shall make a copy thereof available 

to any person upon request. 

(3) Before a petition may be circulated for signatures, 

a sample sheet containing the text of the proposed measure 

must be submitted to the secretary of state in the form tn 

which 1t will be circulated. The sample petition may not oe 

submitted t~ the sec~etary of state more than 1 year prior 
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to the final date for filing the signed petition with the 

secretary of state. The secretary of state shall refer a 

copy of the petition sheet to the attorney general for his 

approval. The secretary of state and attorney general must 

each review the petition for sufficiency as to form and 

approve or reject the form of the petition, stating the 

reasons for rejection, if any. The secretary of state or the 

attorney general may not reject the petition solely because 

the text contains material not submitted to the le~islative 

council, unless the ;r.ater ial not submit~ed to the 

legislative council is a substantive change not suggested by 

the legislative council. 

(4) The secretary of state shall review the comments 

and statements of the attorney general received pursuant to 

13-27-312 and make a final decision as to the approval or 

rejection of the form of the petition. The secretary of 

state shall send written notice to the person who submitted 

the petition sheet of the approval or rejection within 28 

days after submission of the petition sheet. ~he--~eeret~ry 

0£-state-shs¼l-send-wr±tten If the petition is rejected, the 

notice ±E-the-pee±t¼oft-hes-been-re;eeted7-te9ethe~-with must 

include reasons for rejection,--wtthtn--t4--day~--a£ter 

9ttbmission-o£-the-~etition-~heet. 

(5) A petition with tecf'.nical defects in form ma~ 

a.e.eroved with the condition that those defects will be 

-9- SB 156 

l 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

~ -l 

25 

SB 0156/03 

corrected before the petition is circulated for signatures. 

(6) THE SECRETARY OF STATE SHALL UPON REQUEST PROVIDE 

THE PERSON SUBMITTING THE PETITION WITH A SAMPLE PETITION 

FORM, INCLUDING THE TEXT OF THE PROPOSED MEASURE, THE 

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE, AND THE STATEMENTS OF IMPLICATIONS, 

ALL AS APPROVED BY THE SECRETARY OF STATE AND THE ATTORNEY 

GENERAL. THE PETITION MAY BE CIRCULATED IN THE FORM OF THE 

SAMPLE PREPARED BY THE SECRETARY OF STATE." 

Section 6. Section 13-27-301, MCA, is amended to read: 

"13-27-301. Submission of petition sheets withdrawal 

of signatures. {l) Signed sheets 

shall be submitted to the 

registration of electors in 

or sections of petitions 

official responsible for 

the county in which the 

signatures were obtained no sooner than 9 months and no 

later than r ! l weeks before the final date for filing the 

petition with the secretary of state. 

(2) Signatures may be withdrawn from a petition for 

constitutional amendment, constitutional convention, 

initiative, or referendum up to the time of final submission 

of petition sheets as provided in subsection (1). The 

secretary of state shall prescribe the form to be used by an 

elector desiring to have his signature withdrawn from a 

petition." 

Section 7. Section 13-27-312, MCA, ~s amended to read: 

"tJ-27-312. Review of petition by attorney general --

-10- SB 156 



l 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

SB 0156/03 

preparation of statements -- fiscal note. (1) Upon receipt 

of a petition from the office of the secretary of state 

pursuant to 13-27-202, the attorney general shall examine 

the petition as to form and, if the proposed ballot issue 

has an effect on the revenues, expenditures, or the fiscal 

shall order a fiscal note liability of the state, 

incorporating an estimate of such effect, the substance of 

which must substantially comply with the provisions of 

5-4-205. The budget director, in cooperation with the agency 

or agencies affected by the petit~on, is responsible for 

preparing the fiscal note and shall return it within 6 days 

unless the attorney general, for good cause shown, extends 

the time for completing the fiscal note. 

J.1.1 If the petition form is approved, the attorney 

general shall~ SHALL endeavor to seek out parties on both 

sides of the issue and obtain their advice. The attorney 

general mar,-±£-he-deems-±t-neeessary,-a~point-a-£±~e-member 

eomm±ttee--to--reeommend--the--~tatement--of-p~rpo3e-and-the 

statement-of-the-±mp¼±eat±ons-of-the-meas~re,-~he--eol'Ml~ttee 

shaT±--eons±st--of--two--persons--reeommenOed--by-the-persen 

£t¼±ng--the--pet±t±en7 --two--persens--~newn--to--oppese--the 

mea~~re,-and-one-repre~entet±ve-e~--tne--atte~ney--genera¼~~ 

0££±ee,--who-±s-t~e-eh8±rman7-~he-eemm±ttee-9ha±¼,-w±th±n-¼4 

day~-~f-appe±ntment,-meet-and--reeefflff'.end--~y--a--~ote--ef--a 

majoricy-~f-the-eoffl!T'.ittee shall prepare: 
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(a) a statement, not to exceed 100 words, explaining 

the purpose of the measure; and 

(b} statements, not to exceed 25 words each, explaining 

the implications of a vote for and a vote against the 

measure. 

tzt--The--aeterney-general-may-aeeept,-rejec~7-or-medi£y 

the--stateme~ts--recefflll\ended--by--the--cofflfflitteeo---f£---the 

eeffll'!l¼ttee-is-ttnable-te-reeelllll'lend-ene-or-both-statements7-the 

attorney-genera±-shall-prepare-the-statementso 

(3) The attorney general shall prepare a fiscal 

statement of no more than 50 words if a fiscal note was 

prepared for the proposed ballot issue, such statement to be 

used on the petition and ballot if the measure is placed on 

the ballot. 

(4) The statement of purpose and the statements of 

implication must express the true and impartial explanation 

of the proposed ballot issue in plain, easily understood 

language and may not be arguments or written so as to create 

prejudice for or against the measure. 

(5) The statement of purpose prepared--p~rsttant--to 

s~bseet±on--fit--er--tit, unless altered by a court under 

13-27-316, is the petition title for the measure circulated 

by the petition and the ballot title if the measure is 

placed on the ballot. 

(6) The statements of implication shall be ~ldced 
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beside the diagram provided for marking of the ballot in a 

manner similar to the following example: 

FOR extending the right to vote to persons 18 years 

of age 

AGAINST ex~ending the right to vote to persons 18 

years of age 

(7) If the petition is rejected as to form, the 

attorney general shall forward his comments to the secretary 

of state within ¼8 g days after receipt of the petition by 

the attorney general. If the petition is approved as tc 

form, the attorney general shall forward the statement of 

purpose, the statements of implication, and the fiscal 

statement, if applicable, to the secretary of state within 

21 days after receipt of the petition by the attorney 

general.'' 

Section 8. Section 13-27-403, MCA, is amended to read: 

"13-27-403. Appointment to committee. (1) Appe¼~~me"e~ 

Except as provided in subsection (2), appointments to 

committees advocating approval or rejection of an act 

referred to the peopleL e~ a constitutional amendment 

proposed by the legislature, or a ballot measure referred to 

the people by referendum petition or proposed by any type of 

initiative petition shall be made no later than 6 months 

before the election at which the ballot issue will he voted 

on by the people. 
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{2) Appointments to committees advocating approval or 

rejection of a ballot measure referred to the people by 

referendum petition or proposed by any type of initiative 

petition that lS ae2roved less than 7 months before the 

election at which the ballot issue will be voted on bJi: the 

people shall be made no later than 30 days after the measure 

is approved for circulation by the secretary of state. All 

persons responsible for appointing members to the committee 

shall submit to the secretary of state the names and 

addresses 2f the appointees ~c later ~han the date set by 

this subsection. Such submission must include the written 

acceptance of appointment from each appointee required by 

section 13-27-402(6). 

( 3) All appointees to a committee pursuant to 

subsection (1) must be notified by the secretary of state by 

certified mail, wirh return receipt requested, no later than 

5 days after the deadline set for appointment of committee 

members, of the deadlines for submission of the committee's 

arguments. 

(4) All appointees to a committee pursuant to 

subsection (2) must be notified by the secretary of state by 

certified mail, with return receipt requested, no later than 

35 Jays after the petition has been approved for 

,:i rcl1lation, of tt1e deadlines fJr sJbmission of the 

commit tee I s atg'...i.ments. 
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1 (5) Committees appointed under subsections (2}(b), (4), 

2 and (5) of 13-27-402 must be vacated and have no further 

3 obligation if the ballot measure for which they were 

4 appointed fails ~o receive sufficient signatures to place it 

5 on the ballot. The secretary of state shall notify the 

6 committee members of the failure of a ballot measure to 

7 receive sufficient signatures no later than 3 days after the 

8 filing deadline set in 13-27-104." 

9 NEW SECTION. Section 9. Repealer. Sect ion 7-3-4334, 

10 MCA, is repealed. 

-End-
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HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 

March 13, 1991 

Page 1 of 1 

Mr. Speaker: We, the committee on -State Administration report 

that Senate Bill 156 (third reading copy -- blue) be concurred 

in as amended. 

Carried by: Rep. Squires 

And, that such amendments read: 

1. Page 10, line 15. 
Following: "4" 
Strike: "3" -
Insert: "4" 

2. Page 13, line 2. 
Following: "similar to" 
Insert: "but not limited to" 
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SENATE BILL NO. 156 

INTRODUCED BY DOHERTY, COCCHIARELLA, T. BECK, J. BROWN, 

BECKER, SQUIRES, JERGESON, GRADY 

BY REQUEST OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO GENERALLY REVISE AND 

CLARIFY THE STATE AND LOCAL REFERENDUM AND INITIATIVE 

PETITION PROCESSES; AMENDING SECTIONS 7-1-4130, 7-5-132, 

7-5-134, 13-27-104, 13-27-202, 13-27-301, 13-27-312, AND 

13-27-403, MCA; AND REPEALING SECTION 7-3-4334, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. section 7-1-4130, MCA, is amended to read: 

•1-1-4130. Petition. t¼t Whenever a petition is 

authorized, unless the section authorizing the petition 

establishes different criteria, it-~~a¼¼-be-YaT±d-±f--±e--i~ 

si9~ea--ey-½Sl-of-the-e±eeter~-of-the-fflttn¼e±pa¼ity-end-mee~~ 

e~e-£0¼%owin9-req~±rements~ 

tat--eonta¼ns-e-statement-e£-the-pttrpese-for-whieh-it-i~ 

e±rett¼ated7-sttrf±e±ent-to-meet-the-~pee±f±e-er±te~ia-~et-ott~ 

in-the-seetion-attthori~ing-the-petit±on~ 

tbt--eech-si9natttre-is-fo¼Towed-ey-tne-p~inted--name--~f 

the--s±9ner,-the-address-e£-the-s±9ner•s-p½aee-~£-re~~denee7 

and-ehe-date-of-~he-~±gni~g~-and 

tet--the--pet±t±on--eontetns--the--date--tt--was---£ir~~ 

~n, ,,..,,.,,., cou=•• 
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e±rettlated--and--a--statefflent--tnat--a½¼--s±gnatttres-must-be 

eo¼¼eeted-w±th±n-98-days-of-that-date, 

t~t--Bn¼ess-otherw±se-pro~±ded,-s¼i-pet±tions--sha¼l--he 

f±¼ed--w~th--the--eettnty--ereet±en--adm±n±strator,-who-shali 

~eterm±ne-the-suf£±eiency-of--the--~i~n&tttres.--No--pet±t±en 

f±¼ed--afte~--the--dead¼±ne-fer-£±i±ng-the-pet¼t¼on,-i£-any, 

sha¼i-ee-eens±dered. 

t3t--Within-l9-work±ng-da7s-of-the-date-the-petit±on-~as 

fi¼ed 7 -the-eettnty-eieet±on-adm±n±strator-shall-determ±ne-the 

adequacy-of-the-petition. 

t4t--fnade~ttate-pet±t±ens-s~e¼l-be-returned-bat--may--be 

amended-er-sttppiementary-st9natttres-may-~e-obte±ned,-and-the 

pet±t±on-may-be-refi¼ed-pr±er-te-the-dead¼±ne-for-£iiin9-the 

pet±t±en• 

t5t--With±n--l8--days--ef--tts-seeend-£±i±n9,-the-eounty 

e¼eet±en-adm±n±strator-~hai¼-aga¼n-eeterm±ne-the-edeqttaey-eE 

the-petit±on~-f£-±t-±s-~t±li-determined-±nadeqaate,-it-sha±± 

~e-rejeeted--w±~hett~--prej~d±ee--to--~he--~±i±n9--0£--a--new 

petition-to-the-~ame-e££eetT 

t6t--T£--a--pet±tion--±s-det~rffl~ne~-adeq~ete,-the-eo~nty 

etect±on-adffli~±~trstor-~hell~ 

tat--ee~t±£y-±t~-adeqtta~y-an~-~ttbmi~-ft-to-the-ge¥er"±n9 

body-w~tnottt-de!ay, 

tbt--~~bm¼t-a-eepy-ef-t~e-pet±t±o~-~e--~~e--tt~~er~ey--oE 

~he-ffltin±e±~al±er~ 
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t~t--A-person-mey-in-writing-witftdrew-"±s-9±9natttre-£rom 

a--prev±etts¼y--£±led--pet±t±on--at--any--time-prior-to-£ina½ 

aetten-e£-the-9overn±ng-eedy. 

t8t--tet-~he-atto~ney-£er-the-m~n±cipa%±ty-~~a±!-prepare 

~~d-tran~mit-te-t~e-9o~ern±ng-bedy-withettt-ae±ey--e--eene±~e 

~tatement--not--excee0i"g--Y99--worde~--~his-statefflent-shal! 

express-a-tr~e-and-~fflpartia±-explanation-0£-the--pttrpese--of 

the--propesee--~a½tot--±ssae--in--p¼a±n,--eas±±y--ttnderstood 

¼angttage.-The-statement-ma7-not-intentionaiiy-be-an-argttment 

end--may--not--±ntentiona¼½y--be--written--so--as--to-ereate 

prejndiee-for-er-agatnst-the-measare, 

tbt--At-the--same--time--the--statemeftt--of--pttrpose--is 

prepared,--the--at~orney--shai½--prepere--statements--or-the 

+mp¼ications-of-a-wote-for-or-against-e--bai¼ot--issae,--~he 

stateme~ts--of-imp¼ication-may-be-no-more-than-i5-"ord~-eeeh 

and--s"e¼l--be--in--simp¼e,---±mpareiel---±engttege---elea~±y 

exp¼a~nin9--the-meaning-ef-a-¥ote-for-end-a-vote-agetnst-t~e 

isstleo 

tet--Prior--to--en--e±eet±on--or--en---of£±eia¼---aetton 

±nwo¼wing-a-petitton-±ss~e7-~he-g~vern±n9-body-sha¼¼-pttbi±sh 

eopies---of--the--statement--of--parpose--and--statement--or 

tmp¼ieat±ons-to-the-proeedttre-estab¼isheft-±n-~-¼-+¼%8T 

t9t--~he-seeretary-of-state-~"a±¼--prepare--a~d--provide 

e~e~-mttntei~a!¼~y-withT 

tet--a-~eanda~d-ret±tton-torm~ 
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tbt--~amp¼e-pet±t±on-£orms-~o~-¼ft*tiaCives,-referendtt111~, 

and-reca¼¼-e±eet¼ons;-end 

tet--~amp¼e-petition-£orms-Eor-ereaeion-of-di~trieCso 

tt9t-Bae~--mttnieipatity--~"a¼i--make--4va±iab¼e--to--tk@ 

ptib¼ic--on--~eqtte~t--~ampte--p@Ci~¼on--forms ~etition is 

subject to 7-5-131 through 7-5-137.~ 

Section 2. Section 7-5-132, MCA, is amended to read: 

•7-s-132. Procedure to exercise right of initiative or 

referendum. (1) The electors may initiate and amend 

ordinances and require submission of existing ordinances to 

a vote of the people by petition. If s~bm¼Cted an approved 

petition containing sufficient signatures is filed prior to 

the ordinance's effective date, a petition requesting a 

referendum on the ordinance shall delay the ordinance's 

effective date until the ordinance is ratified by the 

electors. A petition requesting a referendum on an emergency 

ordinance filed within 30 days of its effective date shall 

suspend the ordinance until ratified by the electors. 

t2) The governing body may refer existing or proposed 

ora1nances to a vote of the people by resolution. 

{3) A petition or resolution 

referendum shall: 

for initiative or 

(a) embrace only a single comprehensive subject; 

(b) set out fully the ordinance sought by petitioners 

or, in the case of an amendment, set out fully the ordinance 
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sought to be amended and the proposed amendment or, in the 

case of referendum, set out the ordinance sought to be 

repealed; 

(c} be in the form prescribed in Title 13, chapter 27, 

except as specifically provided in this part; a"d 

(d) contain the signatures of 15\ of the regiscered 

electors of the local government; and 

(e) contain transition provisions if the measure 

changes terms of office or forms of government." 

Section 3. Section 7-5-134, MCA, is amended to read: 

•7-s-134. Signatures submission for approval 

statement of purpose and implication. (l) 

determine the number of signatures needed on a 

In order to 

petition to 

meet the percentage requirements of this part, the number of 

electors shall be the number of individuals registered to 

vote at the preceding general election for the local 

government. 

(2) Before a petition may be circulated for signatures, 

a sample petition must be submitted in the form in which it 

will be circulated to the county election administrator for 

approval as to form. ~he-e½eettoft-adffli"istrater-~~~±±-~e~iew 

the-~afflple-pet±t±on-~o-e~sttre-eomp%iaftee--w¼th--T-5-t3i--eftd 

~-5-t3r~ 

(3) The county electi~n adrnini$trator 3ha~: reter 5 

cJpy of the sample petition sheet to the attorney for the 
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local government unit Eor--preparat±on--e~--~he--baiiot 

9t8~efflent. The locai government attorney shall review the 

sample petition for form and compliance with 7-5-131 and 

7-5-132 and prepare a conci~e ballot statement not exceeding 

100 words. ~h~s The ballot statement must be an accurate and 

impartial explanation of the purpose of the proposed ballot 

issue in plain, easily understood language. The statement 

may not be an argument and may not be written so as to 

create prejudice for er against the issue. The statement 

prepared pursuant to this subsection, unless altered by 

court order, must be used as the petition title and the 

ballot statement if the issue is placed on the ballot. 

(4) At the time the statement of purpose is prepared, 

the attorney shall prepare a statement of the implication of 

a vote for and a statement of the implication of a vote 

against the ballot issue. Each statement of implication may 

be no more than 25 words and ~ust be in simple, ~mpartial 

language that clearly explains ~he meaning 8f a vcte for or 

a vote against ~he 13sue. Each statement of iw.plicati~n 

prepared pursuant to this section, unless a:tered by a court 

order, is to be used on the petition and the ballot if the 

issue is placed on the ballot. The statements of implication 

mus~ be placed beside the diagram provided f8r marking of 

the bd::ct in a rna~ner si~ilar r~ c~e f8i:owing example: 

FOR weekly CJmrnission meetings. 
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AGAINST weekly commission meetings. 

(5} If the petition is rejected as to form, the 

election administrator must send written notice and a 

statement of the reasons for rejection to 

submitted the sample petition within ±9 

submission of the sample, 

{6) If the petition is approved as 

election administrator shall send written 

the person who 

21 days after 

to form, the 

notice to che 

person who submitted the sample petition within 21 days 

after submission of the sample. This notice must include the 

ballot statement and the statements of implication prepared 

by the local government attorney. 

(7) All petition signatures must be collected and filed 

within 90 days of the date of the notice that the petition 

has been approved as to form.'' 

SECTION 4. SECTION 13-27_=].0_i_._ MCA, IS AMENDED TO READ: 

"13-27-104. Time for filing. Unless a specific time for 

filing is provided in the constitution, all petitions filed 

with the secretary of state, certified as provided by law, 

must be received before 5 p.m. of the ~eeo"d third Friday of 

the fourth month prior to the election at which they are to 

be voted upon by the people." 

Section 5. Section 13-27-202, MCA, is amended to read: 

"13-27-202. Recommendations approval of form 

required. (1) Before submission of a sample sheet to the 
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secretary of state pursuant to subsection (3), the following 

requirements must be fulfilled: 

(a} The text of the proposed measure must be submitted 

to the legislative council for review. 

ib) The council staff shail review the text for 

clarity, consistency, and any other factors the council 

staff considers when drafting proposed legislation. 

(c) Within 14 days after submission of the text, the 

council staff shall make to the person submitting the text 

written recommendations for changes in the text or a 

statement that no changes are recommended. 

(d) The person submitting the text shall consider any 

such recommendations and respond in writing to the council, 

accepting, rejecting, or modifying each of the recommended 

changes. If no changes are recommended, no response is 

required. 

(2) The legislative council shall furnish a copy of the 

correspondence provided for in subsection (1) to the 

secreta~y of state, who shall make a copy thereof available 

to any person upon request. 

{3) Before a petition may be circulated for signatures, 

a sample sheet containing the text of the proposed measure 

must be submitted to the secretary of state in the form in 

which it will be circulated. The sample petition may not be 

submitted to the secretary of state more than 1 year prior 
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to the final date for filing the signed petition with the 

secretary of state. The secretary of state shall refer a 

copy of the petition sheet to the attorney general for his 

approval. The secretary of state and attorney general must 

each review the petition for sufficiency as to form and 

approve or reject the form of the petition, stating the 

reasons for rejection, if any. The secretary of state or the 

attorney general may not reject the petition solely because 

the text contains material not submitted to the legislative 

council, unless the material not submitted to the 

legislative council is a substantive change not suggested by 

the legislative council. 

(4} The secretary of state shall review the comments 

and statements of the attorney general received pursuant to 

13-27-312 and make a final decision as to the approval or 

rejection of the form of the petition. The secretary of 

state shall send written notice to the person who submitted 

the petition sheet of the approval or rejection within 28 

days after submission of the petition sheet. The--seere~a~y 

ot-state-she¼¼-send-writte" If the petition is rejected, the 

notice iE-~he-pet±t±eft-~as-been-rejeeted7-together-with must 

include reasons for rejection7--w±thin--¼4--dey~--e£~er 

sttemiss±eft-of-the-pet±t±en-sheet. 

(5) A petition with technical defects in for~ ~ay be 

a.22.roved with the condition that those defects will be 
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corrected before the petition is circulated for signatures. 

(6) THE SECRETARY OF STATE SHALL UPON REQUEST PROVIDE 

THE PERSON SUBMITTING THE PETITION WITH A SAMPLE PETITION 

FORM, INCLUDING THE TEXT OF THE PROPOSED MEASURE, THE 

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE, AND THE STATEMENTS OF IMPLICATIONS, 

ALL AS APPROVED BY THE SECRETARY OF STATE AND THE ATTORNEY 

GENERAL. THE PETITION MAY BE CIRCULATED IN THE FORM OF TBE 

SAMPLE PREPARED BY THE SECRETARY OF STATE." 

Section 6. Section 13-27-301, MCA, is amended to read: 

•13-27-301~ Submission of petition sheets withdrawal 

of signatures. (l} Signed sheets or sections of petitions 

shall be submitted to the official responsible for 

registration of electors in the county in which the 

signatures were ootained no sooner than 9 months and no 

later than i ~ii ~eeks before the final date for filing 

the petition with the secretary of state. 

(2) Signatures may be withdrawn from a petition for 

constitutional amendment, constitutional convention, 

initiative, or referendum up to the time of final submissicn 

of petition sheets as provided in subsection (1). The 

secretary of state snall prescribe the form to be used by an 

elector desiring to have his signature withdrawn from a 

petitio11.n 

Section 7. Section 13-27-312, MCA, 1s amended to read: 

"lJ-27-312. Review of petition by attorney general --
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preparation of statements -- fiscal note. 11) Upon receipt 

of a petition from the office of the secretary of state 

pursuant to 13-27-202, the attorney general shall examine 

the petition as to form and, if the proposed ballot issue 

nas an effect on the revenues, expenditures, or the fiscal 

liability of the state, shall order a fiscal note 

incorporating an estimate of such effect, the substance of 

which must substantially comply with the provisions of 

5-4-205. The budget director, in cooperation with the agency 

or agencies affected by the petition, is responsible for 

preparing the fiscal note and shall return it within 6 days 

unless the attorney general, for good cause shown, extends 

the time for completing the fiscal note. 

ill_ If the petition form is approved, the attorney 

general she¼¼ !!1 SHALL endeavor to seek out parties on both 

sides of the issue and obtain their advice. The attorney 

general may 7 -tf-he-deems-it-neeessary7-eppotnt-a-fi~e-membe~ 

eeffllft¼ttee--to--reeommend--the--steteme~t--of-p~rpo~e-end-the 

ststement-0£-the-¼mp½teattens-of-the-meas~re~-~he--eel'M\t~tee 

sha¼¼--eenst~t--ef--twe--persons--reeofflfflended--by-the-~e~son 

f~i¼ng--the--petition 7--two--persons--~novn--to--oppose--the 

meaettre,-and-one-rep~esenteti¥e-ef--the--sttoTney--genera¼is 

offiee,--who-is-the-e~airmaft•-~"e-eofflfflittee-sha%½7-within-¼4 

days-ef-~~peintme~t,-meet-and--reeeftUl\end--Oy--a--~ote--0£--a 

majer¼ty-of-the-eommittee shall prepare: 
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(a) a statement, not to exceed 100 words, explaining 

the purpose of the measure; and 

(b) statements, not to exceed 25 words each, explaining 

the implications of a vote for and a vote against the 

measure. 

trt--~~e--ettorner-gene~a¼-fflay-eeeept,-rejeet7 -er-med%£y 

t"e--~tatemen~e--reeefflffl.eneee--ey--Cfte--eeIML¼ttee7---ff---the 

eemmittee-is-ttnabie-to-~eeomm.end-one-er-both-statement~y-the 

attorney-genera¼-s"a½½-prepare-t"e-statement~• 

13) The attorney general shall prepare a fiscal 

statement of no more than 50 words if a fiscal note was 

prepared for the proposed ballot issue, such statement to be 

used on the petition and ballot if the measure is placed on 

the ballot. 

( 4) The statement of purpose and the statements of 

implication must express the true and impartial explanation 

of the proposed ballot issue in plain, easily understood 

language and may not be arguments or written so as to create 

prejudice for or against the measure. 

(5) The statement of purpose prepe~ed--p~~9tts"t--te 

sttbseetien--ttt--er--t~t, unless altered by a court under 

13-27-316, is the petition title for the measure circulated 

by the petition and the ballot title if the measure is 

placed on the ballot. 

(6) The statements of implication shall be placed 
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beside the diagram provided for marking of the ballot in a .. 
manner similar to BUT NOT LIMITED TO the following example: 

D FOR extending the right to vote to persons 18 years 

of age 

0 AGAINST extending the right to vote to persons 18 

years of age 

(7) If the petition is rejected as to form, the 

attorney general shall forward his comments to the secretary 

of state within¼& 21 days after receipt of the petition by 

the attorney general. If the petition is approved as to 

form, the attorney general shall forward the statement of 

purpose, the statements of implication, and the fiscal 

statement, if applicable, to the secretary of state within 

21 days after receipt of the petition by the attorney 

general." 

Section 8. section 13-27-403, MCA, is amended to read: 

•13-27-403. Appointment to committee. {l) Appo±ntMeft~9 

Except as provided in subsection (2), appointments to 

committees advocating approval or rejection of an act 

referred to the peopleL er a constitutional amendment 

ptoposed by the legislature, or a ballot measure teferred to 

the people by referendum petition or proposed by any type of 

initiative petition shall be made no later than 6 months 

before the election at which the ballot issue will be voted 

on by the people, 
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(2) Appointments to committees advocating approval or 

rejection of a ballot measure referred to the people by 

referendum petition or proposed by any type of initiative 

petition that is approved less than 7 months before the 

election at which the ballot issue will be voted on by the 

people shall be made no later than JO days after the measure 

is approved for circulation by the secretary of state. All 

persons responsible foe appointing members to the committee 

shall submit to the secretary of state the names and 

addresses of the appointees no later than the date set by 

this subsection. Such submission must include the written 

acceptance of appointment from each appointee required by 

section 13-27-402(6). 

(3) All appointees to a committee pursuant to 

subsection (l} must be notified by the secretary of state by 

certified mail, with return receipt requested, no later than 

5 days after the deadline set for appointment cf committee 

members, of the deadlines for submission of the committee's 

arguments. 

t ➔ l All appointees to a committee pursuant to 

suosection (2) must be notified by the secretary of state by 

certi[ied mail, with return receipt requested, no later than 

35 <lays after the petition nas been approved for 

~:rc~1ldt1on, cf the deadlines fer submission 

c0mmittee's. arguments. 
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1 (5) Committees appointed under subsections {2)(b), (4), 

2 and (5) of 13-27-402 must be vacated and have no further 

3 obligation if the ballot measure for which they were 

4 appointed fails to receive sufficient signatures to place it 

5 on the ballot. The secretary of state shall notify the 

6 committee members of the failure of a ballot measure to 

7 receive sufficient signatures no later than 3 days after the 

8 filing deadline set in 13-27-104.'' 

9 NEW SECTION. Section 9. Repealer. Sect ion 7-3-4334, 

10 MCA, is repealed. 

-End-
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