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~:?: BILL NO . .L!i::i 

;;~~:":> ~':;t'b-H:i~.?-L ~ c::; 
A BILL FOR AN ACT 'Elfl:ITI,ED: "AN ACT TO ALLOW THE OARD orT,,"iT-t 

PUBLIC EDUCATION TO PERMIT A SCHOOL DISTRICT TO CONDUCT LESS 

THAN 180 DAYS OF PUPIL INSTRUCTION IN A SCHOOL YEAR If' AN 

EQUIVALENT IS PROVIDED THROUGH LONGER SCHOOL DAYS; AND 

AMENDING SECTIONS 20-1-301 AND 20-2-121, MCA." 

STATEtJ'.ENT OF INTENT 

A statement of intent is required for this bill because 

it requires the board of public education to adopt rules for 

granting a variance to a school district to conduct a school 

year of less than 180 school days of pupil instruction if an 

equivalent is provided through longer hours in the school 

day. 

The board of public education shall adopt procedures for 

application for and approval of this variance that are 

similar to the procedures in Rule 10.55.604, Administrative 

Rules of Montana, for school district application for and 

approval of an alternalive standard of accreditation. As 

required in that rule, the board of public education shall 

provide that an approved variance is granted for 1 year and 

is renewable for an additional S years without annual 

approval if both the school district a11d the board of public 
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education find the 1-year pilot to be workable and 

educationally sound. 

It is the intent of the legislature that the board of 

public education limit for the first. 2 years of 

implementation the number of districts that may be approved 

for this variance. 

It is also the intent of the leg~siature that the 

superintendent of public instruction amend ru:es related to 

the equitable distribution of state, county, and federal 

school f~nds to a district that is granted a variance ~nder 

[this act]. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Sr:ction 1. Section 20-1-301, MCA, is amended to read: 

"20-1-301. School fiscal year. ill The school fiscal 

year ~he:½:i---begi'.n begins on July 1 and end ends on June 30. 

At least 180 school days of pupil instruction ~Med:¼ must be 

conducted during each school fiscal year, except that~ 

l_a_J_ 17 5 days of pupil instruction for graduating 

seniors may be sufficient as provided in 20-9-3137--or 

ttn¼e~~; 

1~l a vari.ar.ce for kindergarten rta~-been may be granted 

under 20-1-302 or; 

l£l a distlict I~ may be granl~d a variance under the 

provisions of chapter 9, part 8, of this title__i________Q_~ 

-2- INTRODUCED BILL 
SC} l'/3 
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(d) a district may be granted a variance by the board 

of public education to conduct less than 180 school days in 

a school year if: 

(i) the trustees of the district adopt a resol~tion to 

seek a variance under subsection (l)(d} and_provid~ublic 

notice and a public hearing on the question of adopting the 

resolution; 

(ii} the district conducts an equivalent number of hours 

of pupil instruction through longer school days; and 

(iii) the distcicr. meets all other conditions adopted by 

the board of public ed __ u"ca t ion. 

1ll. For any elementary or high school district that 

fails to provide for at least 180 school days of pupil 

instruction or the equivalent, the superintendent of public 

instruction shall reduce the county equalization as defined 

in 20-9-334 and the state equalization as defined in 

20-9-343 for the district for that school year by 1/90th fer 

each school day less than 180 school days.'' 

Section 2. Section 20-2-121, MCA, is amended to read: 

'
1 20-2-121. Board of public education 

duties. The board of public education shall: 

powers and 

(l} effect an orderly and uniform syslem for teacher 

certification and specialist certification and for the 

issuance of an emergency authorization of employme11t by 

adopting the policies prescribed by 20-4-102 and 20-4-111; 
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(2) consider the suspension or revocation of teacher or 

specialist certificates and appeals from the denial of 

teacher or specialist certification in accordance with the 

provisions of 20-4-110; 

(3) administer and order the distribution of state 

equalization aid in accordance with the provisions of 

20-9-344; 

(4) adopt and enforce policies to provide uniform 

standards and regulations for the design, construction, and 

operation of school buses in accordance with the provisions 

of 20-10-111; 

(5) approve or disapprove a reduction of the number of 

hours in a district 1 s school day in accordance with the 

provisions of 20-1-302; 

(6) adopt policies prescribing the conditions when 

school may be conducted on Saturday and the types of 

pupil-instruction-related days and approval procedure for 

such days in accordance with the provisions of 20-1-303 and 

20-1-304; 

(7) adopt standards of accreditation and establish the 

accreditation status of every school in accordance with the 

provisions of 20-7-101 and 20-7-102; 

{8) approve or disapprove educdtional media selected by 

the 5uperintendent of public instruction fnr the educational 

media library in accorddnce with the provisions of 20-7-201; 

-4-
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(9) adopt policies for the conduct of special education 

in accordance with the provisions of 20-7-~02; 

(10) adopt rules for issuance of documents certifying 

equivalency of completion of secondary education in 

accordance with 20-7-131; 

(11) adopt policies for lhe conduct of programs for 

gifted and talented children in accordance with the 

provisions of 20-7-903 and 20-7-904; 

(12) adopt rules for student assessme~t 

schools; and 

in thP public 

(13) adopt rules for approval of a variance for a school 

district to conducL an equivalent to the required number of 

school days of pupil instruction in accordance with the 

provisions of 20-1-301; and 

fi3ti!il perform any other duty prescribed from lime to 

time by this title or any other act of the legislature." 

-End-

-5-
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OBJECTION TO CONSENT CALENDAR 
SENT TO SECOND READING 

~:,;- BILL NO. L!/3_ 

INTRODUCED BY-( ~t.:J' rt~ / 
-5-0-t..;, /Jl .. ~~ ~,:;-l,t,.J«-~ /~ ,<;,,1;-,_ 
A BILL FOR AN ACT"Elh'ITLED: "AN ACT TO ALLOW THE 4oARD oF7ii,3, 

PUBLIC EDUCATION TO PERMIT A SCHOOL DISTRICT TO CONDUCT LESS 

THAN 180 DAYS OF PUPIL INSTRUCTION IN A SCHOOL YEAR IF AN 

EQUIVALENT IS PROVIDED THROUGH LONGER SCHOOL DAYS; AND 

AMENDING SECTIONS 20-1-101 AND 20-2-121, MCA." 

STATEMENT OF INTENT 

A statement of intent is required for this bill because 

it requires the board of public education to adopt rules for 

granting a variance to a school district to conduct a school 

year of less than 180 school days of pupil instruction if an 

equivalent is provided through longer hours in the school 

day. 

The board of public education shall adopt procedures for 

application for and approval of this variance that are 

similar to the procedures in Rule 10.55.604, Administrative 

Rules of Montana, for school district application for and 

approval of an alternative standard of accreditation. As 

required in that rule, the board of public education shall 

provide that an approved variance is granted for l year and 

is renewable for an additional 5 years without annual 

approval if both the school district and thP board of public 
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education find the 1-year pilot to be workable and 

educationally sound. 

It is the intent of the legislature that the board of 

public education limit for the first 2 years of 

implementation the number of districts that may be approved 

for this variance. 

It is also the intent of the legislature that the 

superintendent of public instruction amend rules related to 

the equitable distribution of state, county, and federal 

school funds to a distri~t that is granted a variance under 

[this actJ. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

S~ction 1. Section 20-1-301, MCA, is amended to read: 

"20-1-301. School fiscal year. l_l_l The school fiscal 

year shall--be9in begins on July 1 and end ends on June 30. 

At least 180 school days of pupil instruction ~hell must be 

conducted during each school fiscal year, except that~ 

ill 175 days of pupil instruction for graduating 

seniors may be sufficient as provided in 20-9-313,--ot 

1:2nl~~!'tl. 

ill a variance for kindergarten ha~-bee~ ~-=!.Y__be granted 

under 20-1~302 or1.. 

1£1 a district i~ may be granted a variance under the 

p[ovisions of chapter 9, part 8, of this title~i:, 

SECOND READING 
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(d) a district may be granted a variance by the board 

of public education to conduct less than 180 school days in 

a school year if: 

(i) the trustees of the dis~rict adopt a resolution to 

seek a variance under subsection (l)(dl_~~~_p~~vid~~ 

notice and a public hearing on the question of adopting the 

resolution; 

(ii) the district conducts an equivalent number of hours 

of pupil instruction through longer school days; and 

(iii) the district meets all other conditions adopted b)' 

the board of ~ublic education. 

ill For any elementary 

fails to provide for at least 

or high school district that 

180 school days of pupil 

instruction or the equivalent, the superintendent of public 

instruction shall reduce the county equalization as defined 

in 20-9-314 and the state equalization as defined in 

20-9-343 for the district for that school year by l/90th for 

each school day less than 180 school days." 

Section 2. Section 20-2-121, MCA, is amended to read: 

•20-2-121. Board of public education 

duties. The board of public education shall: 

powers and 

(1) effect an orderly and uniform system for teachPr 

certification and specialist certificatio11 and for the 

issuance of an emergency authorization of employment by 

adopting the policies prescribed by 20-4-102 dn<l 20-4-111: 

- J-
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(2) consider the suspension or revocation of teacher or 

specialist certificates and appeals from the denial of 

teacher or specialist certification in accordance with the 

provisions of 20-4-110; 

(3) administer and order the distribution of state 

equalization aid in accordance with the provisions of 

20-9-344; 

(4) adopt and enforce policies to provide uniform 

standards and regulations for the design, construction, and 

operation of school buses in accordance with the provisions 

of 20-10-111; 

(5) approve or disapprove a reduction of the number of 

hours in a district's school day in accordance with the 

provisions of 20-1-302; 

(6) adopt policies prescribing the conditions when 

school may be conducted on Saturday and the types of 

pupil-instruction-related days and approval procedure for 

such days in accordance with the provisions of 20-1-303 and 

20-1-304; 

(7) adopt standards of accreditation and establish the 

accreditation status of every school in accordance with the 

provisions of 20-7-101 and 20-7-102; 

(8) approve or disapprove educational media selected by 

the superintendent of public instruction for the educational 

media libcary in accordance with the provisions of 20-7-201; 

-4-
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1 (9) adopt policies for the conduct of special education 

2 in accordance with the provisions of 20-7-402; 

3 (10} adopt rules for issuance of documents certifying 

4 equivalency of completion of secondary educalion in 

5 accordance with 20-7-131; 

6 (11) adopt policies for the conduct of programs for 

7 gifted and talented children in accordance with the 

8 provisions of 20-7-903 and 20-7-904; 

9 (12) adopt rules for student assessment in the public 

10 
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16 

schools; and 

(13) adopt rules for approval of a variancP f~~~ sc~~ol 

district to conduct an equivalent to the required number of 

school days of pupil instruction in accordance with the 

2_!ovisions of 20-1-301; and 

tl3ti!!l perform any other duly prescribed from time to 

time by this title or any oth~r act of the legislature." 

-End-

-5-
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~7$: SILL NO. L.'J3._ 

IN~-RO. DUCED BY~ +kb re~ . // 
~[..;> 101~0 -J; {-hna•~ ~ /~ /4,,,,!;_ 
A BILL FOR AN ACT '-1:i#lTLED: "AN ACT TO Al,LOW THE ¼ARD OF~ 

PUBLIC EDUCATION TO PERMIT A SCHOOL DISTRICT TO CONDUCT LESS 

THAN 180 DAYS OF PUPIL INSTRUCTION IN A SCHOOL YEAR IF AN 

EQUIVALENT IS PROVIDED THROUGH LONGER SCHOOL DAYS; AND 

AMENDING SECTIONS 20-1-301 AND 20-2-121, MCA." 

STATEMENT OF INTENT 

A statement of intent is required for this bill because 

it requires the board of public education to adopt rules for 

granting a variance to a school district to conduct a school 

year of less than 180 school days of pupil instruction if an 

equivalent is provided through longer hours in the school 

day. 

The board of public education shall adopt procedures for 

application for and approval of this variance that are 

similar to the procedures in Rule 10.55.604, Administrative 

Rules of Montana, for school district application for and 

approval of an alternative standard of accreditation. As 

required in that rule, the board of public education shall 

provide that an approved variance is granted for l year and 

is renewable for an additional 5 years without annual 

approval if both the school distrjct and the board of public 
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education find the 1-year pilot to be workable and 

educationally sound. 

It is the intent of the legislature that the board of 

public education limit for the first 2 years of 

implementation the number of districts that may be approved 

for this variance. 

It is also the intent of the legislature that the 

superintendent of public instruction amend rules related to 

the equitable distribution of state, county, and federal 

school funds to a district that is granted a variance under 

[this act]. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 20-1-301, MCA, is amended to read: 

"20-1-301. School fiscal year. ill The school fiscal 

year ~hall--begin begins on July 1 and end ends on June 30. 

At least 180 school days of pupil instruction ~heii must be 

conducted during each school fiscal year, except that: 

~ 175 days of pupil instruction for graduating 

seniors may be sufficient as provided in 20-9-313,--or 

H"l~SSL 

ill a variance for kindergarten h8~-bee" may be granted 

under 20-1-302 er~ 

~ a district i~ may be granted a variance under the 

provisions of chapter 9, part 8, of this title13~ 

THIRD READING 
-2-

S(j l'/3 
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(d) a district may be granted a variance by the board 

of public education to conduct less than 180 school days in 

a school year if: 

{i) the trustees of the district adopt a resolution to 

seek a variance under subsection ( 11.Lcl} _ ?!:l __ ~ __ E_~0~-~~-~~-1 ic_ 

notice and a public hearing on the question of adopting the 

resolution: 

(ii) the district conducts an equivalent number of hours 

of pupil instruction through longer school days; and 

(iii) the district meets all other conditions adopted by 

the board of public education. 

l]j_ For any elementary 

fails to provide for at least 

or high school district that 

180 school days of pupil 

instruction or the equivalent, the superintendent of public 

instruction shall reduce the county equalization as defined 

in 20-9-334 and the state equalization as defined in 

20-9-343 for the district for that school year by l/90th for 

each school day less than 180 school days.'' 

Section 2. 

• 20-2-121. 

Section 20-2-121, MCA, is amended to read: 

Board of public education powers and 

duties. The board of public education shall: 

(1) effect an orderly and uniform system for teacher 

certification and specialist certificatio11 and for the 

issuance of an emergency authorization of enploymPnt by 

adopting the policies prescribed by 20-4-102 and 20-4-111; 
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(2J consider the suspension or revocation of teacher or 

specialist certificates and appeals from the denial of 

teacher or specialist certification in accordance with the 

provisions of 20-4-110; 

(3) administer and order the distribution of state 

equalization aid in accordance with the provisions of 

20-9-344; 

(4) adopt and enforce policies to provide uniform 

standards and regulations for the design, construction, and 

operation of school buses in accordance with the provisions 

of 20-10-111; 

(S) approve or disapprove a reduction of the number of 

hours in a district's school day in accordance with the 

provisions of 20-1-302; 

(6) adopt policies 

school may be conducted 

prescribing the 

on Saturday 

conditions when 

and the types of 

pupil-instruction-related days and approval procedure for 

such days in accordance with the provisions of 20-1-303 and 

20-1-304; 

(7) adopt standards of accreditation and establish the 

accreditation status of every school in accordance with the 

provisions of 20-7-101 and 20-7-102; 

(8) approve or disapprove educational media selected by 

the superintendent of public instruction for the educational 

media library in accordance with thP provisions of 20-7-201; 

-4-
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1 (9) adopt policies for the conduct of special education 

2 in accordance with the provisions of 20-7-102; 

3 (10) adopt rules for issuance of documents certifying 

4 equivalency of completion of seconda~y education in 

5 accordance with 20-7-131; 

6 (11) adopt policies for the conduct of programs for 

7 gifted and talented children in accordance with the 

8 provisions of 20-7-903 and 20-7-904; 

9 (12) adopt rules for student assessment in the public 

10 

11 
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13 

14 

15 

16 

schools; and 

l!l.Ladopt rules for approval of a variance for a school 

district to conduct an equivalent to the required number of 

school days of pupil instruction in accordance with the 

provisions of 20-1-301; and 

ti3tl!._4_1 perform any other duty prescribed from time to 

time by this title or any other act of the legislature4" 

-End-

-5-



52nd Legislature LC 0025/01 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

!I 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

lS 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

~:,;- BILL NO. d:;i 
INTRODUCED eY-G.kb ~elf~ / 
~r·Ltc~ ..01~.~~1} fJ,,,.,,,~ ~~-J.;,,,r,_ 

--- t /'//' ·_,, 
A BILL FOR AN ACT,;{IJTITLED: "AN ACT TO ALLOW THE OARD Of'~ 

PUBLIC EDUCATION TO PERMIT A SCHOOL DISTRICT TO CONDUCT LESS 

THAN 180 DAYS OF PUPIL INSTRUCTION IN A SCHOOL YEAR IF AN 

EQUIVALENT IS PROVIDED THROUGH LONGER SCHOOL DAYS; AND 

AMENDING SECTIONS 20-1-301 AND 20-2-121, MCA." 

STATF,MENT OF INTENT 

A statement of intent is required for this bill because 

it requires the board of public education to adopt rules for 

granting a variance to a school district to conduct a school 

year of less than 180 school days of pupil instruction if an 

equivalent is provided through longer hours in the school 

day. 

The board of public education shall adopt procedures for 

application for and approval of this variance that are 

similar to the procedures in Rule 10.55.604, Administrative 

Rules of Montana, for school district application for and 

approval of an alternative standard of accreditalion. As 

required in that ruleF the board of public education shall 

provide that an approved variance is granted for 1 year and 

is renewahle for an additional S years without annual 

approval if both the school district and the board of public 
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education find the 1-year pilot to be 

educationally sound. 

workable and 

It is thr intent of the legislature that the board of 

public education limit for the first 2 years of 

implementation the number of districts that may be approved 

for this variance. 

It is also the intent of the legislature that the 

superintendent of public instruction amend rules related to 

the equitable distribution of state, county, and fed~ral 

school funds to a district that is granted a variance under 

[this act]. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONT~NA: 

Section 1. Section 20-1-301, MCA, is amended to read: 

•20-1-301. School fiscal year. ill The school fiscal 

year ~hali--be9i~ begins on July 1 and end end~ on June 30. 

At least 180 school days of pupil instruction ~he½½ must be 

conducted during edch school fiscal year, except that: 

1~1 175 days of pupil instruction for graduating 

seniors may be sufficient as provided in 20-9-3137--or 

ttn¼e~~~ 

ill a variance for kindergarten ha~~been ~~be granted 

under 20-1~302 ~rL 

.l~l a district ¼~maybe granted a variance under the 

provisions of chapter 9r part 8, of this titlel----9~ 
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(dJ a district may be granted ~-v~riance by the board 

of public education to conduct lesc:> __ t_!lan 180 schoo~s in 

a school year if: 

(i) the trustees of the district adu..e__1:._~ reso~~-~~~'!._ to 

seek a variance under subsection (l)(d) anJ!_e_~S>-~9~~~blic 

notice and a public hearing on the question of adopting the 

resolution; 

(ii) the district conducts an e_g_ujvalent number of hours 

of pupil instruction through longer school days; and 

(iii) the district mee~s all other conditions adopted by 

the board of public education. 

ill. For any elc.•mentary or high school district that 

fails to provide for at least 180 school days of pupil 

instruction or the equivalen~. the superintendent of public 

instruction shall reduce the county equalization as defined 

in 20-9-334 and the state equdlization as defined in 

20-9-343 for the district for that school year by l/90th for 

each school day less than 180 school days." 

Section 2. Section 20-2-121, MCA, is amended to read: 

•20-2-121. Board of public education 

duties. The board of public education shall: 

powers and 

(1) effect an orderly and uniform system for teacher 

certification and specialist cerLification and for the 

issuance of an emergency authorization of employment by 

adopting the policies prescribed by 20-4-107 and 20-4-111; 

-3-
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( 2) consider the suspc:nsion or revocation of teacher or 

specialist certificates and appeals from the denial of 

teacher or specialist ce~tification in accordance with the 

provisions of 20-4-110; 

(3) administer and order the distribution of state 

equalization aid in accordance with the provisions of 

20-9-344; 

(4) adopt and enforce policies to provide uniform 

standards and regulations for the design, construction, and 

operation of school buses in accordance with the provisions 

of 20-10-111; 

(5) approve or disappi-ove a reduction of the number of 

hours in a district's school day in accordance with the 

provisions of 20-1-302; 

(6) adopt policies prescribing the conditions when 

school may be conducted on Saturday and the types of 

pupil-instruction-related days and approval procedure for 

such days in accordance with the provisions of 20-1-303 and 

20-1-304; 

(7) adopt standards of accreditation and establish the 

accreditation status of every school in accordance with the 

provisions of 20-7-101 and 20-7-102; 

{8) approve or disapprove educational media selected by 

the supetint~ndent of public instruction (or the educational 

media library in accordance with thP provisions of 20-7-201; 

-4-
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l (9) adopt policies for the conduct o[ special education 

2 in accordance with the provisions of 20-7-402; 

J (10) adopt rules for issuance of documents certifying 

4 equivalency of complPtion of secondary education in 

5 accordance with 20-7-131; 

6 

1 

Ill) adopt policies for the 

gifted and talented children 

conduct of programs 

in accordance with 

[or 

the 

8 provisions of 20-7-903 and 20-7-904: 

9 (12) adopt rules for student assessment in the public 

10 

11 

12 

11 

14 

15 

16 

schools; and 

(13) adopt rules for approval_of a .. ~ariance fo~ a school 

district to conduct an equivalent ~~~~~-~i!ed number of 

school days of pupil instruction in accordance with the 

e!Ovisions of 20-1-301; and 

f½3tl!!l perform any other duty prescribed from time to 

time by this title or any other act of the legislature.M 

-End-

-~-




