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INTRODUCED 
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A BILL FOR 

EDUCATION COOPERATIVES INTO FULL 

.. I . . 
J~ 

SPECIAL 

SERVICE EDUCATION 

COOPERATIVES FOR THE PURPOSES OF PERFORMING ALL AUTHORIZED 

EDUCATIONAL ACTIVITIES, PROGRAMS, AND ADMINISTRATIVE 

SERVICES; AMENDING SECTIONS 20-7-451, 20-7-452, 20-7-454, 

20-7-455, 20-7-456, 20-7-457, AND 20-7-458, MCA; AND 

PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 20-7-451, MCA, is amended to read: 

"20-7-451. Authorization to create full service ~pee±ai 

education cooperatives. (1) A school district may contract 

with one or more other school districts to establish a 

cooperative to perform all ~~ee±al education administrative 

services, activities, and undertakings that the school 

district entering into the contract is authorized by law to 

perform. The cooperative contract must be authorized by the 

boards of trustees of the districts entering into the 

contract. 

(2) A cooperative contract may allow money allocated to 

a cooperative to be expended for: 

(a) recruitment of professionals or employees for the 
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cooperative; and 

(b) facility rental and supportive services, including 

but not limited to janitorial and communication services." 

Section 2. Section 20-7-452, MCA, is amended to read: 

"20-7-452. Detailed contents of full service ~~eeie% 

education cooperative contracts. The contract authorized in 

20-7-451 may include all necessary and proper matters but 

must specify the following: 

(l} its duration, which may not be less than 3 years 

for purposes of providi...,q special education se:-vices: 

(2) the precise organization, composition, and nature 

of the cooperative; 

(3) the purpose of the cooperative; 

(4) the manner of financing the cooperative and 

establishing and maintaining a budget for the cooperative; 

(5) the permissible method to be employed in 

accomplishing the partial or complete termination of the 

cooperative agreement and for disposing of property upon 

partial or complete termination; 

(6) provision for a management board that is 

responsible for administering the cooperative and that is 

comprised of trustees of the contracting districts or their 

authorized representatives; 

(7) the manner of acquiring, holding, and disposing of 

redl and personal property used by the cooperative; 
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(8) any other necessary and proper matters. 11 

Section 3. Section 20-7-454, MCA, is amended to read: 

•20-7-454. Final approval and filing of ~pee±~i full 

se~vice education cooperative contract. Within 10 days after 

approval by the attorney general and prior to commencement 

of its performance, a full service ~peeiai education 

cooperative contract made pursuant to 20-7-451 through 

20-7-456 must be: 

{ 1) submitted to the superintendent of public 

instruction who has final approval authority pursuant to the 

policies of the board of public education; 

{2) filed with the county clerk and recorder of the 

county or counties in which the school districts involved 

are located; and 

(3) filed with the secretary of state.•• 

Section 4. Section 20-7-455, MCA, is amended to read: 

"20-7-455. Authorization to appropriate funds for 

purpose of full service ~~ee±ai 

contract. A school district entering 

education cooperative 

into a full service 

~peeta½ education cooperative contract pursuant to 20-7-451 

through 20-7-456 may appropriate funds for and may sell, 

lease, or otherwise give or supply to the administrative 

officer, management board, or joint board created for the 

purpose of performance of the cooperative contract such 

material, personnel, or services as may be within its legal 
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power to furnish. 11 

Section 5. Section 20-7-456, MCA, is amended to read: 

•20-7-456. Tenure of teachers employed by cooperatives. 

(1) Teachers who have tenure rights with a district and are 

employed by a cooperative of which their district is a 

member do not lose their tenure with the district. 

(2) Nontenured teachers employed by a cooperative 

acquire tenure with a cooperative in the same manner as 

prescribed in 20-4-203, and the provisions of 20-4-204 

through 20-4-207 are applicable to teachers employed by a 

cooperative. 

(3) Tenure for a teacher employed by a cooperative is 

acquired only with the cooperative and not with a member 

school district of a cooperative. 

(4) For the purposes of tenure of a teacher employed by 

a cooperative, ~peeiBl ed~cat±on cooperative contract 

renewals may not be used to limit the teacher's progress 

toward tenure status." 

Section 6. Section 20-7-457, MCA, is amended to read: 

"20-7-457. Funding provisions for special education 

purposes of cooperatives or joint boards. {l} The 

superintendent of public instruction shall pay directly to a 

cooperative or to a joint board formed under 20-3-361 for 

special education purpdses the approved allowable costs for 

contracted special education services from the state special 
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revenue fund for state equalization aid as provided in 

20-9-343. The total of the payments must be within the limit 

set by the legislature for approved special education 

budgets. 

(2) A school district that elects to participate in a 

cooperative for special education purposes shall agree in 

the cooperative contract to participate for a period of at 

least 3 years. 

(3) A school district that elects to participate in a 

joint board formed under 20-3-361 for special education 

11 purposes shall confirm in writing to the joint board by 

12 October 1 of the current school fiscal year the district's 

13 intention to participate or to not participate in a joint 

14 board agreement for the next school fiscal year. 
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(4) After June 30, 1990, a cooperative that has not met 

the requirements of 20-7-453 and 20-7-454 may not be funded 

under the provisions of this section except by approval of 

the superintendent of public instruction. The superintendent 

shall adopt rules for approval of special education funding 

within a full service s~eeia± education eoope~etive9--£o~med 

B£~er-cft21'\e-387-¼998 cooperative. 0 

Section 7. Section 20-7-458, MCA, is amended to read: 

"20-7-458. Reduced caseloads for qualifying 

24 cooperatives or joint boards. The superintendent of public 

25 instruction may reduce the caseloads for any itinerant 
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special education personnel of a full service s~~eiai 

education cooperative or a joint board formed under 20-3-361 

for special education purposes if the cooperative or joint 

board meets the requirements of 20-7-457. The superintendent 

shall adopt rules to determine the eligibility of a 

cooperative or a joint board for reduced caseloads under 

this section.'' 

NEW SECTION. Section 8. Effective date. [This act J is 

effective July 1, 1991. 

-End-
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APPROVED BY COMM. ON EDUCATION 
AND CULTURAL RESOURCES 
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SENATE BILL NO. 141 

INTRODUCED BY WATERMA.J, MAZUREK, ECK, BARNHART, 

FORRESTER, SCHYE, NATHE 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT EXPANDING SPECIAL 

EDUCATION COOPERATIVES INTO FULL SERVICE EDUCATION 

COOPER~TIVES FOR THE PURPOSES OF PERFORMING ALL AUTHORIZED 

EDUCATIONAL ACTIVITIES, PROGRAMS, AND ADMINISTRATIVE 

SERVICES; AMENDING SECTIONS 20-7-451, 20-7-452, 20-7-454, 

20-7-455, 20-7-456, 20-7-457, AND 20-7-458, MCA; AND 

PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 20-7-451, MCA, is amended to read: 

11 20-7-451. Authorization to create full service special 

education coop~ratives. (1) A school district may contract 

with one or more other school districts to establish a 

cooperative to perform ANY OR all specie:¼: education 

administrative services, activities, and undertakings that 

the school district entering into the contract is authorized 

by law to perform. The cooperative contract must be 

authorized by the boards of trustees of the districts 

entering into the contract. 

(2) A cooperative conlruct may allow money allocated to 

a cooperative to be expended for: 

~n• <eo,,m-,• counc,, 
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(a) recruitment of professionals or employees for the 

cooperativei and 

(b) facility rental and supportive services, including 

but not limited to janitorial and communication services." 

Section 2. Section 20-7-452, MCA, is amended to read: 

•20-7-452. Detailed contents of full service ~pee¼ar 

education cooperative contracts. The contract authorized in 

20-7-451 may include all necessary and proper matters but 

must specify the following: 

(1) its duration, which may not be less than 3 years 

for purposes of providing special education services; 

(2) the precise organization, composition, and nature 

of the cooperative; 

(3) the purpose of the cooperative; 

(4) the manner of financing the cooperative and 

establishing and maintaining a budget for the cooperative; 

(5) the permissible method to be employed in 

accomplishing the partial or complete termination of the 

cooperative agreement and for disposing of property upon 

partial or complete termination; 

(6} provision for a management board that is 

responsible for administering the cooperative and that is 

comprised of trustees of the contractin~ districts or their 

authorized representatives; 

(7) the mdnncr of acl_..uiring, holding, and disposing of 

SECOND READING 
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real and personal property used by the cooperative; 

(8) any other necessary and propec matters." 

Section 3. Sect ion 20-7-454, MCA, is amended to read: 

"20-7-454. Final approval and filing of speei8i full 

service education cooperutive contract. Within 10 days after 

approval by the attorney general and prior to commencement 

of its performance, a full service special education 

cooperative contract made pursuant to 20-7-451 through 

20-7-456 must be: 

(l) submitted to the superintendent of public 

instruction who has final appro .. al authority pursuant to the 

policies of the board of public education; 

(2) filed with the county clerk and recorder of the 

county or counties in which the school districts involved 

are located; and 

(3) filed with the secretary of state. 11 

Section 4. Section 20-7-455, MCA, is amended to read: 

"20-7-455. Authorization to appropriate funds for 

purpose of full service ~pee~al 

contract. A school district entering 

education cooperative 

into a full service 

~peeial education cooperative contract pursuant to 20-7-451 

through 20-7-456 may appropriate funds for and may sell, 

lease, or otherwise give or supply to the administrative 

officer, management board, or joint board created for the 

purpose of performance of the coop2rative co,,~ract such 
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material, personnel, or services as may be within its legal 

power to furnish." 

Section 5. Section 20-7-456, MCA, is amended to read: 

"20-7-456. Tenure of teachers employed by cooperatives. 

(1) Teachers who have tenure rights with a district and are 

employed by a cooperative of which their district is a 

member do not lose their tenure with the district. 

(2) Nontenured teachers employed by a cooperative 

acquire tenure with a cooperative in the same manner as 

prescribed in 20-4-203, and the provisions of 20-4-204 

through 20-4-207 are applicable to teachers employed by a 

cooperative. 

(3) Tenure for a teacher employed by a cooperative is 

acquired only with the cooperative and not with a member 

school district of a cooperative. 

(4) For the purposes of tenure of a teacher employed by 

a cooperative, speeia¼ edu~atio" cooperative contract 

renewals may not be used to limit the teacher 1 s progress 

toward tenure status. 11 

Section 6. Section 20-7-457, MCA, is amended to read: 

"20-7-457. Funding provisions for special education 

purposes of cooperatives or joint boards. (1) The 

superintendent of public instruction shall pay directly to a 

cooperative or to a joint board formed under 20-3-361 for 

spcci~l education purposes the approv£·d allo; ~ble costs for 

-4- SB 141 
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contracted special education services from the state special 

revenue fund for state equalization aid as provided in 

20-9-343. The total of the payments must be within the limit 

set by the legislature for approved special education 

budgets. 

(2) A school district that elects to participate in a 

cooperative for special education purposes shall agree in 

the cooperative contract to participate for a period of at 

least 3 years. 

(3) A school district tli ,t elects to participate in a 

joint board formed under 20-3-361 for special education 

purposes shall confirm in writing to the joint board by 

13 October 1 of the current school fiscal year the district's 

14 intention to participate or to not participate in a joint 

15 board agreement for the next school fiscal year. 

16 [4) After June 30, 1990, a cooperative that has not met 

17 the requirements of 20-7-453 and 20-7-454 may not be funded 

18 under the provisions of this section except by approval of 
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the superintendent oE public instruction. The superintendent 

shall adopt rules for approval of spee±al-eOtteation-fttndin9 

with±"-a full service special education eooperatt~e~--£ormea 

after--atlne--38,--1998 eooper~tive COOPERATIVES FORMED AFTER 

JUNE 30, 1990." 

Section 7. Section 20-7-458, MCA, is amended to read: 

"20-7-458. Reduced caseloads for qualifying 
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cooperatives or joint boards. The superintendent of public 

instruction may reduce the caseloads for any itinerant 

special education personnel of a full service ~pee±al 

education cooperative or a joint boa[d formed under 20-3-361 

fo[ special education pu[poses if the cooperative or joint 

board meets the requirements of 20-7-457. The superintendent 

shall adopt rules to determine the eligibility of a 

cooperative or a joint board for reduced caseloads under 

this section." 

NEW SECTION. Section 8. Effective date. [This act l is 

effective July 1, 1991. 

-End-
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SENATE BILL NO. 141 

INTRODUCSD BY WATERMA.J, MAZUREK, ECK, BARNHART, 

FORRESTER, SCHYE, NATHE 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT EXPANDING SPECIAL 

EDUCATION COOPERATIVES INTO FULL SERVICE EDUCATION 

COOPER~TIVES FOR THE PURPOSES OF PERFORMING ALL AUTHORIZED 

EDUCATIONAL ACTIVITIES, PROGRAMS, AND ADMINISTRATIVE 

S:!RVICES; AMENDING SECTIONS 20-7-451, 20-7-452, 20-7-454, 

20-7-455, 20-7-456, 20-7-457, AND 20-7-458, MCA; AND 

PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 20-7-451, MCA, is amended to read: 

"20-7-451. Authorization to create full service ~peeia¼ 

education coop~rative~. (1) A school district may contract 

with one or more other school districts to establish a 

cooperative to perform ANY OR all er,eeial: education 

administrative services, activities, and undertakings that 

the school district entering into the contract is authorized 

by law to perform. The cooperative contract must be 

authorized by the boards of trustees of the districts 

entering into the contract. 

(2) A cooperative cont(uCt may allow money allocated to 

a cOo[,erat ive to be expended for: 

I'c!!._yn, <es.,••" ,e ruonO 
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(a) recruitment of professionals or employees for the 

cooperative; and 

(b) facility rental and supportive services, including 

but not limited to ianitorial and communication services." 

Sectinn 2. Section 20-7-452, MCA, is amended to read: 

•20-7-452. Detailed contents of full service ~peeia± 

education cooperative contracts. The contract authorized in 

20-7-451 may include all necessary and prooer matters but 

~us~ specify the foliowing: 

(1) its duration, which mav not be less than 3 years 

~urposes of providing special education services; 

(2) the precise organization, composition, and nature 

of the cooperative; 

(3) the purpose of the cooperative; 

(4) the manner of financing the cooperative and 

establishing and maintaining a budget for the cooperative; 

(5) the permissible method to be employed in 

accomplishing the partial or complete termination of the 

cooperdtive agreement and for disposing of property upon 

partial or complete termination; 

(6) provision for a management board that is 

responsible for administering the cooperative and that is 

comprised of trt1stecs of the contractins districts or their 

authorized rcprt•::t·nt.J.t.ive.s; 

(7) the m.1nt11't cf cc.,.iiri!iq, holding, and disposing of 

TH I RO READ ING 
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real and personal property used by the cooperative; 

(8) any other necessary and prope· matters.n 

Section 3. Section 20-7-454, HCA, is amended to read: 

•20-7-454. Final approval and filing of ~peeiel full 

service education cooperdtive contract. Within 10 days after 

approval by the attorney general and prior to commencement 

of its performance, a full service ~pe~iai education 

cooperative contract made pursuant to 20-7-451 through 

20-7-456 must be: 

(1) submitted to the superintendent of public 

instruction who has final approval authority pursJant to the 

policie~ of th~ board of public education; 

(2) filed with the county clerk and reccrder of the 

county or counties in which the school districts involved 

are located; and 

{3) filed with the secretary of state.'' 

Section 4. Section 20-7-455, MCA, is amPnded to read: 

"20-7-455. Authorization to appropriate funds for 

purpose of full service ~pee±ai education cooperative 

contract. A school district entering inlo a full serv1ce 

~p~e+ai education cooperative contract pursuant to 20-7-4~1 

through 20-7-456 may appropriate funds for and may sell, 

lease, or otherwise give or supply to the adrnin\strative 

officerL_~i!_l_"!agemc>nt boa_rq_, or joint board createcl for lhe 

purpo::;e of performance of the co1-'l ,'rdtive cc, rdcl suet,, 
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material, personnel, or services as may be within its legal 

power to furnish." 

Section 5. Section 20-7-456, HCA, is amended to read: 

•20-7-456. Tenure of teachers employed by cooperatives. 

(1) Teachers who have tenure rights with a district and are 

employed by a cooperative of which their district is a 

member do not lose their tenure with the district. 

(2) Nontenured teachers employed by a cooperative 

acquire tenure with a cooperative in the same manner as 

prescribed in 20-4-203, and the provisions of 20-4-204 

through 20-4-20J are applicable to teachers emp:oyed by a 

cooperative. 

(3) Tenure for a teacher employed by a cooperative is 

acquired only with the cooperative and not with a member 

school district of a cooperative. 

(4) For the purposes of tenure of a teacher employed by 

a cooperative, ~pee-i-e-l: 

renewals may not be used to 

toward tenure status.'' 

~dtteetto~ cooperative 

limit the teacher's 

contract 

progress 

Section 6. Section 20-7-457, MCA, is amended to read: 

"20-7-457. 

e_~oses of 

Funding provisions 

cooperatives or 

for special 

joint boards. 

educa-tion 

( l) The 

superintendent of public instruction shall pay directly to a 

cooperative or to a joint board formed under 20-3-361 for 

spf'cL l education purposes the approvE,J allo ,1bJ e costs for 
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contracted special education services from the state special 

revenue fund tor state equalization aid as provided in 

~0-9~]43. The total of the payments must be w~thin the limit 

set by the legislature for approved special education 

budgets. 

(2) A school district that elects to participate in a 

cooperative for special education purposes shall agree in 

the cooperative contract to participate for a period of at 

least 3 years. 

(3) A school district tliit elects to part1c1pate in a 

joint board formed under 20-3-361 for special education 

purposes shall confirm in writing to the joint board by 

October l of the current school fiscal year the district's 

14 intention to participate or to not participate in a joint 

15 board agreement for the next school fiscal year. 

16 (4} After June 30, 1990, a cooperative that has not met 

17 the requirements of 20-7-453 and 20-7-454 may not be funded 

18 under the provisions of this section except by approval of 

19 the superintendent of public instruction. The superintendent 

20 shall adopt rules for approval of ~peeiat-ed~eBticn-fttndin4 

21 wi~hin-a full service special education eooper~t±v~~--formed 

22 ~fter--a~"e--38,--t998 eooper~tive COO?ERATIVES FORMEQ AFTER 

23 JUNE 30, 1990." 

24 

25 

Section 7. Section 20-7-458, MCA, is ame:·,ded L:, :-ead: 

"20-7-458. Reduced caseloads for qualifying 
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cooperatives or joint boards. The superintendent of public 

instruction may redcce the caseloads for any itinel:'ant 

special educati_o:1 personnel of a full service ~peeiet 

education cooperative or a joint board formed under 20-3-361 

for special education purposes if the cooperative or joint 

board meets the requirements of 20-7-457. The superintendent 

shall adopt rules to determine the elioibility of a 

cooperative or a joint board for reduced caseloads under 

this section." 

NEW SECTION. Section 8. Effective date. [This act J is 

effective July 1, 1991. 

-End-
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SENATE BILL NO. 141 

INTRODUCED B'i WATERMA.l, MAZUREK, ECK, BARNHART, 

FORRESTER, SCHYE, NATHE 

A BILL FOR AN ACT EN't'ITLED: "AN ACT EXPANDING SPECIAL 

EDUCATION COOPERATIVES INTO FULL SERVICE EDUCATION 

COOPER~TIVES FOR THE PURPOSES OF PERFORMING ALL AUTHORIZED 

EDUCATIONAL ACTIVITIES, PROGRAMS, AND ADMINISTRATIVE 

SERVICES; AMENDING SECTIONS 20-7-451, 20-7-452, 20-7-454, 

20-7-455, 20-7-456, 20-7-457, AND 20-7-458, MCA; AND 

PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE." 

BE IT ENACTED B'i THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 20-7-451, MCA, is amended to read: 

•20-7-451. Authorization to create full service speei8½ 

education coop~rative~. (1) A school district may contract 

with one or more other school districts to establish a 

cooperative to perform ANY OR all spl!eia¼ education 

administrative servicesr activities, and undertakings that 

the school district entering into the contract is authorized 

by law to perform. The cooperative contract must be 

authorized by the boards of trustees of lhe districts 

entering into the contract. 

(2) A cooperative contcdct may allow money allocated to 

a cooperative to be expended for: 
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(a) recruitment of professionals or employees for the 

cooperative; and 

(b) facility rental and supportive services, including 

but not limited to janitorial and communication services.• 

Sectic,n 2. Section 20-7-452, MCA, is amended to read: 

•20-7-452. Detailed contents of full service 9peeial 

education cooperative contracts. The contract authorized in 

20-7-451 may include all necessary and proper matters but 

must specify the following: 

(1) its duration, which may not be less than 3 years 

for purposes of providing special education services; 

(2) the precise organization, composition, and nature 

of the cooperative; 

(3) the purpose of the cooperative; 

(4) the manner of financing the cooperative and 

establishing and maintaining a budget for the cooperative; 

(5) the permissible method to be employed in 

accomplishing the partial or complete termination of tt~ 

cooperative agreement and for disposing of property upon 

partial or complete termination: 

{6) provision for a management board that is 

responsible for administering the cooperative and that is 

comprised of trustees of the contracting districts or their 

authorized representatives; 

(7) thf' m .. Hrner of aci~uiring, holding, and disposing of 

REFERENCE BILL 
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real and personal property used by the cooperative: 

(8) any other necessary and prope matters.w 

Section 3. Section 20-7-454, MCA, is amended to read: 

w20-7-454. Final approval and filing of ~pee±al full 

service education cooper~tive contract. Within 10 days after 

approval by the attorney general and prior to commencement 

of its performance, a full service special education 

cooperative contract made pursuant to 20-7-451 through 

20-7-456 must be: 

(1) submitted to the superintendent of public 

instruction who has final approval authority pursuant to the 

policies of the board of public education; 

(2) filed with the county clerk and recorder of the 

county or counties in which the school districts involved 

are located; and 

(3) filed with the secretary of state." 

Section 4. Section 20-7-455, MCA, is amended to read: 

"20-7-455. Authorization to appropriate funds for 

purpose of full service ~P~~ia! education cooperative 

contract. A school district entering into a full service 

sp~eial education cooperative contract pursuant to 20-7-451 

through 20-7-456 may appropriate funds for and may sell, 

lease, or otherwise give or supply to the administrative 

officer, managemPnt board, or joint board created for the 

purpose of performance of the coOf•,'r<1tiv£' c<•,, rd.cl such 
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material, personnel, or services as may be within its legal 

power to furnish.n 

Section 5. Section 20-7-456, MCA, is amended to read: 

•20-7-456. Tenure of teachers employed by cooperatives. 

(1) Teachers who have tenure rights with a district and are 

employed by a cooperative of which their district is a 

member do not lose their tenure wlth the district. 

(2) Nontenured teachers employed by a cooperative 

acquire tenure with a cooperative in the same manner as 

prescribed in 20-4-203, and the provisions of 20-4-204 

through 20-4-20'/ are applicable to teachers employed by a 

cooperative. 

(J) Tenure for a teacher employed by a cooperative is 

acquired only with the cooperative and not with a member 

school district of a cooperative. 

(4) For the purposes of tenure of a teacher employed by 

a cooperative, ~p~ei~l ~d~eation cooperative contract 

renewals may not be used to limit the teacher's progress 

toward tenure status." 

Section 6. section 20-7-457, MCA, is amended to read: 

"20-7-457. 

~ses of 

Funding provisions 

cooperatives or 

for special education 

joint boards. (1) The 

superintendent of public instruction shall pay directly to a 

cooperative or to a joint board formed under 20-3-361 fo~ 

sp~cii;l education purposes the approved allo •~tble costs for 
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contracted special education services from the state special 

revenue fund for state equalization aid as provided in 

20-9-343. The total of the payments must be within the limit 

set by the legislature for approved special education 

budgets. 

(2) A school district that elects to participate in a 

cooperative for special education purposes shall agree in 

the cooperative contract to participate for a period of at 

least 3 years. 

(3) A school district th ,t elects to participate in a 

joint board formed under 20-3-361 for special education 

purposes shall confirm in writing to the joint board by 

13 October l of the current school fiscal year the district's 

14 intention to participate or to not participate in a joint 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 
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21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

board agreement for the next school fiscal year. 

(4) After June 30, 1990, a cooperative that has not met 

the requirements of 20-7-453 and 20-7-454 may not be funded 

under the provisions of this section except by approval of 

the superintendent oE public instruction. The superintendent 

shall adopt rules for approval of 9p@eial-@dtte~tio"-f~"din9 

within-a full service 9pee¼el education eoop~rative~--fo~med 

after--aufte--39,--1998 eeope,ative COOPERATIVES FORMED AFTER 

JUNE_]Q_,_ 1990." 

Section 7. Section 20-7-456, MCA, is amended to ,ead: 

"20-7-458. Reduced caseloads for qualifying 
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cooperatives or joint boards. The superintendent of public 

instruction may reduce the caseloads for any itinerant 

special education personnel of a full service speeiel 

education cooperative or a joint board formed under 20-3-361 

for special education purposes if the cooperative or joint 

board meets the requirements of 20-7-457. The superintendent 

shall adopt rules to determine the eligibility of a 

cooperative or a joint board for reduced caseloads under 

this section.• 

NEW SECTION. Section 8. Effective date. [This act) is 

effective July 1, 1991. 

-End-
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