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A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO ALLOW A BOARD OF 

COUNTY COMMISSIONERS TO ESTABLISH THE OFFICE OF COUNTY 

SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS AS A PART-TIME OFFICE; AMENDING 

SECTIONS 20-3-201 AND 20-3-204, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN 

IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE AND APPLICABILITY DATES." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE Oi' I'HE S-TAir;E OF MON'I"ANA: 

Section 1. Section 20-3-201, MCA, is amended to read: 

"20-3-201. Election and qualifications. (1) A county 

superintendent 9hell mus~ be elected in each county of the 

state unless a county manager form of government has been 

organized in the county. The county superintendent ~hall 

must be elected at the general election preceding the 

expiration of the term of office of the incumbent. 

(2) Afty ~ person shaii-be is qualified to assume the 

office of county superintendent who: 

(a) is a qualified elector; 

(b) holds a valid teacher certificate issued by the 

superintendent of public instruction; and 

(c) has not less than 3 years of successful teaching 

experience. 

(3) When the office of county superintendent of schools 
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is consolidated with another county office within the 

county, the officeholder ~ha¼% mus~ have the qualifications 

of subsection (2) or he shall, with the approval of the 

governing body, contract for the services of another county 

superintendent, with approval of the governing body of that 

county, to perform the duties required of a county 

superintendent in 20-3-207 and 20-3-210. The officeholder 

may contract for the services of another county 

superintendent to perform other duties required by law of a 

county superintendent. The superintendent of public 

instruction shall prescribe a contract form to be used. 

(4) The board of county commissioners may establish the 

office of county superintendent as a part-time office to 

perform the duties of a county superintendent as required by 

law." 

Section 2. Section 20-3-204, MCA, is amended to read: 

"20-3-204. Office hours. (1) ~he Except for a part-time 

county superintendent provided for under 20-3-201(4), the 

county superintendent of schools shall keep his office open 

from 8 a.m. until 5 p.m. every day when he is not engaged in 

the supervision of schools except on holidays and on 

Saturdays, provided that when the county superintendent has 

a deputy or clerk, the office 9"ell ~ be kept open from 8 

a.m. until 5 p.m. every day except holidays and except 

Saturddys. Se±d The office she±± must be kept open at all 
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1 times as business may require. 

2 (2) This section ehaii does not apply to counties 

3 operating under the county manager plan." 

4 NEW SECTION. Section 3. Effective date 

5 applicability. [This act] is effective on passage and 

6 approval and applies to each county upon the beginning of 

7 the next term of office after [the effective date of this 

8 act]. 

-End-
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A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO ALLOW A BOARD OF 

COUNTY COMMISSIONERS TO ESTABLISH THE OFFICE OF COUNTY 

SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS AS A PART-TIME OFFICE: AMENDING 

SECTIONS 20-3-201 AND 20-3-204, MCA: AND PROVIDING AN 

IMMEDIATE·EFFECTIVE DATE AND APPLICABILITY DATES." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 20-3-201, MCA, is amended to read: 

~20-3-201. Election and qualifications. (1) A county 

superintendent 9he½½ must be elected in each county of the 

state unless a county manager form of government has been 

organized in the county. The county superintendent 9h8¼¼ 

must be elected at the general election preceding the 

expiration of the term of office of the incumbent. 

(2) Any~ person shall-be is qualified to assume the 

office of county superintendent who: 

{a) ls a qualified elector; 

(b) holds a valid teacher certificate issued by the 

superintendent of public instruction; and 

(c) has not less than 3 years of successful teaching 

experience. 

(JJ When the office of county superintendent of schools 
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is consolidated with another county office within the 

county, the officeholder 9heii must have the qualifications 

of subsection (2) or he shall, with the approval of the 

governing body, contract for the services of another county 

superintendent, with approval of the governing body of that 

county, to perform the duties required of a county 

superintendent in 20-3-207 and 20-3-210. The officeholder 

may contract for the services of another county 

superintendent to perform other duties required by law of a 

county superintendent. The superintendent of public 

instruction shall prescribe a contract form to be used. 

(4) The board of county commissioners may establish the 

office of county superintendent as a part-time office to 

perform the duties of a county superintendent as required by 

law. 11 

Section 2. section 20-3-204, MCA, is amended to read: 

"20-3-204. Office hours. (1) ~he Except for a part-time 

county superintendent provided for under 20-3-201(4), the 

county superintendent of schools shall keep his office open 

from 8 a.m. until 5 p.m. every day when he is not engaged in 

the supervision of schools except on holidays and on 

Saturdays, provided that when the county superintendent has 

a deputy or clerk, the office ~na½l must be kept open from 8 

a.m. until 5 p.m. every day except holidays and except 

Saturdays. Seid The office 9hell must be kept open at all 
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1 times as business may require. 

2 (2) This section sha¼¼ does not apply to counties 

3 operating und~r the county manager plan~" 

4 Nf:W SECTION. Section 3, Effective date 

5 applicability. [This act] is effective on passage and 

6 approval and applies to each county upon the beginning of 

7 the next term of office after [the effective date of this 

8 act]. 

-End-
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SENATE BILL NO. 127 

INTRODUCED BY WEEDING, BENGTSON, WHALEN, T. NELSON 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO ALLOW A BOARD OF 

COUNTY COMMISSIONERS TO ESTABLISH THE OFFICE OF COUNTY 

SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS AS A PART-TIME OFFICE: TO PROVIDE 

THE PROCEDURE FOR ESTABLISHING THE_ PART-TI.ME OFFICE: 

A.MENDING SECTIONS 20-3-201 AND 20-3-204, MCA: AND PROVIDING 

AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE AND APPLICABILITY DATES." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 20-3-201, MCA, is amended to read: 

"20-3-201. Election and qualifications. (1) A county 

superintendent ~hall must be elected in each county of the 

state unless a county manager form of government has been 

organized in the county. The county superintendent sft~¼l 

must be elected at the general election preceding the 

expiration of the term of office of the incumbent. 

(2) Any~ person sha¼l-be is qualified to assume the 

office of county superintendent who: 

(a} is a qualified elector; 

(b) holds a valid teacher certificate issued by the 

superintendent of public instruction; and 

{c) has not less than 3 years of successful teaching 

experience. 
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(3) When the office of county superintendent of schools 

is consolidated with another county office within the 

county, the officeholder ska±¼~ have the qualifications 

of subsection (2) or he shall, with the approval of the 

governing body, contract for the services of another county 

superintendent, with approval of the governing body of that 

county, to perform the duties required of a county 

superintendent in 20-3-207 and 20-3-210, The officeholder 

may contract Eor the services of another county 

superintendent to perform other duties required by law of a 

county superintendent. The superintendent of public 

instruction shall prescribe a contract form to be used. 

(4) The board of county commissioners may establish the 

office of county superintendent as a part-time office, UNDER 

THE PROVISIONS OF [ SECTIO_N___u__,. ~er form the duties of a 

county superintendent as required by law," 

Section 2. Section 20-3-204, MCA, is amended to read: 

"20-3-204. Office hours. (1) ~he Except for a part-time 

county superintendent provided for under 20-3-201(4), the 

county superintendent of schools shall keep his office open 

from 8 a.m. until 5 p.rn. every day when he is not engaged in 

the supervision of schools except on holidays and on 

Saturdays, provided that when the county superintendent has 

a deputy or clerk, :he cffice shB±± must be kept open from 8 

a.m. until 5 p.m. every day except holidays and except 

THIRD READING 
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Saturdays. Said The office shall!!!!!.!!.!_ be kept open at all 

times as business may require. 

(2) This section shall does not apply to counties 

operating under the county manager plan." 

NEW SECTION. SECTION 3. ESTABLISHING OFFICE OF COUNTY 

SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS AS PART-TIME OFFICE. (l) A BOARD 

OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS THAT INTENDS TO ESTABLISH THE OFFICE 

OF COUNTY SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS AS A PART-TIME OFFICE 

SHALL: 

(A) PASS A RESOLUTION STATING THE INTENT OF THE BOARD 

TO CONSIDER THE ACTION; 

i!!.L _§_ET LDA'l"_E FOR A HEARING_ON THE ISSUE AND PROVIDE 

13 PROPER NOTICE OF THE HEARING; 

14 1£)__ ~ONDUCT A HEARING AND ACCEPT TESTIMONY FROM ANY 

15 REGISTERED ELECTOR OF THE COUNTY WHO PRESENTS EVIDENCE 

16 EITHER FOR OR AGAINST THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE PART-TIME 

17 OFFICE; AND 

18 (D) WITHIN 5 DAYS OF THE HEARING, ISSUE AN ORDER 

19 REGARDING THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE PART-TIME OFFICE. 

20 ill A BOARD MAY NOT ISSUE AN ORDER ESTABLISHING THE 

21 OFFICE OF COUNTY SUPERINTENDENT AS A PART-TIME OFFICE LESS 

22 THAN 7 DAYS BEFORE THE DATE ON WHICH DECLARATIONS FOR 

23 NOMINATIONS MAY FIRST BE FILED FOR THE OFFICE. 

24 ill A BOARD MAY NOT ESTABLISH THE OFFICE OF COUNTY 

25 SUPERINTENDENT AS A PART-TIME OFFICE DURING A TERM OF OFFICE 
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FOR WHICH A COUNTY SUPERINTENDENT HAS BEEN ELECTED AS A 

FULL-TIME OFFICEHOLDER. 

NEW SECTION. SECTION 4. CODIFICATION INSTRUCTION. 

[SECTION 3] IS INTENDED TO BE CODIFIED AS AN INTEGRAL PART 

OF TITLE 20, CHAPTER 4, AND THE ____l>BOVISION~_ OF TITLE 20, 

CHAPTER 4, APPLY TO [SECTION 3]. 

NEW SECTION. Section 5. Effective date 

applicability. [This act] is effective on passage and 

approval and applies to each county upon the beginning of 

the next term of office after (the effective date of this 

act]. 

-End-
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