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BILL NO . ..b!L_ 
INTRODUCED BY 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN AC1" APPLYING LIVESTOCK 

TRESPASSING LAWS TO UNINCORPORATED RESIDENTIAL AREAS AND 

TOURISM-RELATED AREAS; PROVIDING METHODS FOR IMPOUNDMENT OF 

TRESPASSING LIVESTOCK AND RETURN TO THE RIGHTFUL OWNER; AND 

AMENDING SECTIONS 81-4-401 AND 81-4-403, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE O, MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 81-4-401, MCA, is amended to read: 

"81-4-401. Certain livestock not to run al large in 

municipalities, unincorporated residential areas, and 

tourism-related areas. No--hor-se:5 Horses, cattle, mules, 

sheep, llamas, bison, goats, or swine may not be allowed to 

run at large in any incorporated city or townL 

unincorporated residential area, or to_1-!...1.)_~rn=rel~teJ area as 

determined by the governing body of the county. 11 

Section 2. Section 81-4-403, MCA, is amendt·d to read: 

11 81-4-403. Impounding animals duties of county 

officers!... cities.!.. and towns. ill When BMY livestock or 

domestic animals of any kind are imp, 1u 1Hl0J, seizeJ, 

restrainer, or held by ~"Y ~ city or town or its o~ficers or 

agents, it ~hall~be is the dLty of ~ueh ~t1~• city or tow:1y or 

its officer::; or agents,- to g.ive nolin• to tl1e 0 1-,:r. of !nteh 
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the livestock or domestic animals ~o impounded, seized, 

restrained, or held by ~t:1eh the city or town, if the owner 

is known, in the manner he~e±naf~er provided in 81-4-404 

throu~h 81-4-410. 

(2) When any livestoc~ are found running at large 

unattended in an unincorEorated res1dential aica or a 

tourism-related area in violation of 81-4-401: 

(a) the livestock may be detained by the owner _o~ 

occupant of the premises in the manner set out_i0_~)-4-217; 

or 

J_b) __ -9- ~-~u!l_~y_ sh~~ if~ _c! _ ___9_tp_~_! peace of_f_i.~-~_!___!!t~~vund 

the livestock and notify the rightful owner of the impounded 

livestock, if the owner is known. 

{3) In determining the righ_tful __ owner, the county 

sh~riff or peace officer shall use reasonable diligence_____!.9. 

ascerlcin an'i_ marks or brands on the livestock. If the 
---- --

~~~y sheriff ~eace office~ ca~not determine the 

E~9.htful owrH:'r!. t_t!__e£]. __ a_ stat_e_ stoc:.- inspf:ctor of the 

department or a de_put_y_5:tat.e __ slock _i_n_spc-ctor_of __ the _cou1~~ 

may be called to examine the livestock for brands to 

determine ownership. The rightful owner must l,e notified by 

_Sb__':' ___ i~ec':__<?.£ ~ _ and _ ~_!l~-~-~l i~_?_p~_l:_l io_1~ ___ ft'(;:'ci a!lc:l_~ __ i ~e?-9_~ 

must_~~--___Eaii_~ the owner of the livestock." 

~end-
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