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SENATE BILL NO. 47 

INTRODUCED BY GAGE 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: 11 AN ACT DELETING THE 

REQUIREMENT THAT A CABOOSE rs REQUIRED TO BE THE REAR TRAIN 

CAR TO CONFORM TO THE DECISION IN BURLINGTON NORTHERN 

RAILROAD CO. V. STATE OF MONTANA, 880 F.2D 1104 (9TH CIR. 

1989); AMENDING SECTION 69-14-232, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN 

IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 69-14-232, MCA, is amended to read: 

"69-14-232. €abeese--reqtlired--to--be-rear-train-ear--­

s±ze Size and equipment of caboose. {l) ~~ery-ra±¼road--m~st 

~¼aee,--as--the--¼a~t--ear--en-any-fre±gnt-train-re~tlired-by 

£ederat-ra±¼road-admini~tration-r~ies-to-hd~e-its-air-~ystem 

end-ears-±nspeeted-by-q~a¼±£~ed-±n~peetin9-empleyees-at--any 

des±gnated--in~peet±en--~oi~t--anO--between--said-in~peetien 

peint~-and-eperatin9-with±n-the-state,-a--eabeese-oeetlpied-by 

at-¼east-one-emp¼oyee-e£-the-rai¼read,-A-eabee~e-is-reqtlired 

en-a¼¼-thre~9h-frei9ht,-¼oeai,--and--werk--treins,--Pro~ided 

hewever,--a--eabeose--is--not--reqtlired-~~-a-tra+n-~p~r6t+n9 

within--railroad--yard--or--sw±ten---i±mit~---a~---pre~ent±y 

establi~hed,--or--on-a-thro~9n-£rei9ht-±f-"ot-more-tnan-r,eea 

feet-in-overa¼l-iength-operatin9-withi"-an--a~tematie--b±oek 

~,,,, Leg'""'"' couno, 
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SB 0047/01 

~±gna½-sy~tem-or-within-eentrai~~ed-traf~ie-eontroi-±imit~~ 

trt Cabooses ~ha!± must be at least 24 feet in length, 

exclusive of platforms, and ~hair must be provided with a 

door in each end and with cupolas or bay windows, platforms, 

gua~drails, grabirons, and steps for the safety of persons 

in alighting or getting on cabooses. Cabooses ~haii must be 

of metal frame construction and be sufficie:1tly insulated to 

eliminate track and other related noise above 85 decibels in 

any octave 1n the speech range. Other requirements for 

cabooses are as follows: 

(a) The truc.:ks shall must provide riding qudlities at 

least equal to those of freight type truc~s modit1ed with 

elliptical or additional coil springs or other means of 

equal or greater efficiency and ~hall have at least two 

four-wheel trucks with standard steel wheels or their 

equivalent. Draft gears shB½¼ ~ust have a minimum travel of 

2 1/2 inches and a minimum capacity of 18,000 foct-p811nds 

and ~ha:±± comply with Association of Arr,erican Railroads 

Standard M-901 or its equivalent. 

(b) Electric lighting of at least 40 foot-candles ~hail 

musl be providert for direct illuminatio~ of the caboose 

desk, reading areas, and lavatory facilities. 

(c) A spotlight ~htd:± mus~ be provided on the rear of 

the cctboose with sufficient candlepowe: lo ill~~inate tt1e 

trdck for a disld11ce of at least 300 Eccl to the reac of the 
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. 1 ""aboose <:l<.rring .the .h@u.-s .c;f ,llar,kness. 

·2 (d.) !rt1.e eaboase ,,nar4<E!r .or :markiers '·!JbaH 'Ntust be ei.t:he'r 

. 3 ·r.efle.ctor i".ud -or -c-apab-le Of i"llu,m-i nation ·When -r-equr-red • 

,4 {·.I!) Only glass Of tl>e ""'a·fety-gJcass t;,pe -le¼ ··~ be 

,5 ,us.e.d -in pa··rtitions.., •-·doors.., -windows, or .iind de':fledtors • 

6 (f) Al 1 seats and seat ·backs ,,,-.,.u inust conform to the 

7 ,J>afet,,y ·stan~r-ds designated 1:zy t:he Unit'ed sta'tes depaTtl'neht 

. a .of trans,poctation i:n its "P.edera·l '!lcitor Yehi-oJ,e Sa•fety 

9 ,standards", ~t·or Vehicle :Saf.ety Sfendara No. •201. 'All e&Jes 

10 .and :protrusions on seats and seat backs ~l\td:ii ~ be 

1-1 s·ou_nded to prevent ibju•ry ·to e·tnployees .. 

1.2 t3tffi M1 ~ pe,lCson, co.cp"<trati<An, or company, <:>peratihg 

1.a .any -rail:road -or ra_ilw.ay in thi& state, viola.ti·ng an:y ·O'f the 

H 9rovisions of this sect'ion and 69-14-233 -is gu'ilty "of ·a 

1·5 misdemeailo.r and upon conviction t:ite~o.f ·shall ·be fl.ned ;not 

1;6 J.-es-s t,han $·500 or mo.re than $1-t 000 for each offense. 11 

17 NlilW SECTION. Section 2. Etfect'lve date. {This act! is 

1,8 .i!'f'f,.c•ti ve on passage ..,.nd appt<>val. 

-End-
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