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4se RESOLUTION NO. L 
INTRODUCED BY~ h•~-) -~!., I',- ~ 

/J'{v;.~c<-- ,-·~,~• ·. -,., .. f.',,,,_,,,,_ , ?'---•-"1/.,,/7,._ ~-·'(: 
( I , /,'. /. .7 1 . , , I / ~" ,-l.A,,&.uY. , (fiflfl-y.,, '-tit!~ ,~cd .. t. Ltll 1-' a.-~):': ,:,,,),.,,,;,J,1,.,1; f.. ~ ' ,/ 

~

OL\J,JIO!f OFTP" HOZcS of 'REPRESENTATI it. OF THE ~E OFx!,,-n.l\.a.), 
//, <;,:_.,, 

M ANA REQUESTING TH LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL TO AMEND THE BILL 

DRAFTING MANUAL AND BILL DRAFTING STANDARDS TO STRENGTHEN 

THE REQUIREMENTS FOR THE USE OF GENDER ~EUTRAL TERMS AND TO 

USE THOSE BILL DRAFTING STANDARDS IN ALL FUTURE BILL DRAFTS; 

REQUESTING THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL AND THE CODE COMMISSIONER 

TO JOINTLY INVESTIGATE THE FEASIBILITY AND COST OF AMENDING 

THE MONTANA CODE ANNOTATED.~~,MAKE ALL CURRENT LAWS GENDER 
,,.J· 

NEUTRAL; AND REQUIRING THAT THE RESULTS OF THE INVESTIGATION 

BE REPORTED TO THE 53RD LEGISLATURE. 

WHEREAS, the Montana Code Annotated (MCA) consists of 

approximately 28,000 sections of law; and 

WHEREAS, many of those sections were originally drafted 

in territorial days or in early statehood and use masculine 

terms in reference to all persons, both feminine and 

masculine; and 

WHEREAS, the codified rules of statutory construction in 

Montana effectively discourage the use of gendec neutral 

terms in new legislation because those rules provide in 

sections 1-1-201(21 and 1-2-105(2), MCA, that masc11li:1e 

gender words include the feminine gender: and 

~n> ,,.,.,,.,., <ounc,, 
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WHEREAS, most MCA sections that use gender references 

use the masculine gender, employing words such as "he" or 

''him" when refecring generally to a person required to 

comply with the law or when referring to a particular 

person, such as an agency director; and 

WHEREAS, as an example of the overuse of mdsculine words 

in the MCA, the word "him" occurs 2,230 times in 1,649 

sections of law in the 1989 MCA but the word "her" occurs 

only 98 times in 69 sections of law; and 

WHEREAS, other states, such as Oregon, Minnesota, 

Wisconsin, and Kansas, have revised er are revising their 

state statutes to make those statutes gender neutral: and 

WHEREAS, use of gender neutral terms in the state laws 

encourages equal treatment of men and women under law, 

reflects the official respect of the Legislature for that 

equality, and demonstrates the commitment of the state to 

treat men and women equally; and 

WHEREAS, use of gender neutral terms in all future bill 

drafts will gradually reduce the use of gender specific 

terms in the MCA: and 

WHEREAS, revision of existing Montana statutes to make 

them gender neutral is a worthy goal of the Legislature but 

is a large undertaking that should be carefully investigated 

by I he Legisl,H_ive Council 3nd the Code C.::-:r,1~:..;~1 ~:~er hPtcrt:" 

dny suet, revistGll !.S undPrtaken. 

-2- INTRODUCED 
\.\RI.\ 



l 

2 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 

1.C.: 2(1ija/O l 

RE~OLVBO !W 'f'llE HOUSE Of' 

3 REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF '!')Nr/11•11\: 

4 

5 

That the Legislative Council lf•·1 {!le t.h':" hilJ Ur.:1Fting 

standards contained in the a~11· 0r~t'ting Manual tc 

6 strengthen the requirement for thE"' use c,f qendr.-r. rr:ut ral 

7 terminology and that the council .::Jnd i 1-~ 9taff vigcrously 

8 use those standards and gender 111.-- 11 1·l,1l --i~1rnr~ in al.I (tll:111.(> 

9 blll drafts. 

10 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that i-.t,,,, Lcqisl~~t.iv~ C'oun<·i l and 

11 the Code commissioner joint},.~ ,~t.11dy th1~ process (tf, t imP. 
,.,..1·· • 

12 requirements for, and cost · of iimcrndinq nl l 111pp-ropr iate 

13 sections of the MCA to make th~ MCi\ ~t ... ,d~r nf!utral i'rid that 

14 the study ·include the possibil Uy of r-er.r.ivin9 private 

15 funding for all or any part -of the -1T11endment process·. 

16 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, 'h.>t the \,c-'Ji s l,H i vi, Ccunci 1 

17 report the results of the study tc- th(? sJrd LPgislature. 

-End-
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