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HOUSE RESOLUTION NO. 1 

INTRODUCED BY DRISCOLL 
BY REQUEST OF THE HOUSE RULES COMMITTEE 

IN THE HOUSE 

1991 INTRODUCED AND REFERRED TO COMMITTEE 
ON RULES. 

1991 FIRST READING. 

1991 COMMITTEE RECOMMEND RESOLUTION 
BE ADOPTED AS AMENDED. REPORT ADOPTED. 

1991 PRINTING REPORT. 

1991 SECOND READING, ADOPTED AS AMENDED. 
AYES, 90; NOES, 10. 

1991 SENT TO ENROLLING. 

REPORTED CORRECTLY ENROLLED. 
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HOUSE RESOLUTION NO. 1 

INTRODUCED BY DRISCOLL 

BY REQUEST Or' THE HOUSE RULES COMMITTEE 

A RESOLUTION OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES Of' 1'HE S'l'A1'E OF 

MONTANA TO AD0l'T RULES TO GOVERN ITS PROCEl:DINGS. 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES or THE STATE 

OF MONTANA: 

That the following rules be adopted: 

Chapter 1 

Administration 

Rlo�10. House officers. (1) House officers include a 

Speaker, a Speakec pro tempoce, majority and minority floor 

leaders, and majority and minority whips {section 5-2-221, 

MCI\ l. 

(2) A majority of representatives voting elects the 

Speaker and Speaker pro tempore from the House membership. A 

majority of each caucus voting nominates House members to 

the remaininy offices, and those nominees are cun!jidered to 

have been elected by a majority vote of the House. 

1110-20. Speaker's duties. (1) The Speaker is th� 

presiding officer c,f the House, 

administraLion, order, and decorum. 

wi lh authority for 

(2) Tht:.:' Spe-aker may order the gallerie,s or lobbies 
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cleared in case of disturba11ce or disorderly conduct. 

(]) The Speaker shall appoint and may remove the 

members of all standing and select committees not otherwise 

specified by law or rule. 

(4) The Speaker shall sign all necessary certificatio11s

by the House, including enrolled bills and resolutio11s, 

journals (section 5-11-201, MCA), subpoenas, and payrolls. 

(5) The Speaker shall arrange the age11das for second 

and third reddi11gs each legislative day. Representatives may 

amend the agerldds as pcovl�ed in 840-130 . 
. .  ,. 

(6) The Sp�aker is the chief administrativ� officer of

the House, with authority for Sltpervising all House 

employees. The Speaker may seek the advice and counsel of 

the Legislative Administration Committee regarding 

employees. 

Hl0-30. Speaker-elect. During the transition period 

b�tween tt1e pilrty organi?cttio,, caucuses and tt1e election of 

llouse officer::i, the Speaker-elect has the resl-'onsibilities 

and authority appropriate to organize the House (section 

S-2-2u2, MCA.). Authority includes approving presession 

expenditures. 

HL0-40. Speaker pro tempore duties. Tht� Speaker pro 

tempore shdll act as the presiding officer i11 tt1e at>sPnce of 

tht-:> Spt1 
• .:i.ke1 d11d shal 1 c<1rry out olhi:_•r du tit•:; os::;;igned by ti l t� 

5pP�1kL�r. 

2� 

INTRODUCED BILL 
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B10-50. Legislative Administration Committee duties. 

(l) The Legislative Administration Conunittee shall consider

matters relating to legislative adn1inistration, staffing 

patterns, budgets, equipment, operation::;, and expendituces. 

(2) The committee shall have authority to act in the

interim to prepare for future legislative sessions. It may 

delegate specific duties to a legislative agency. 

fJ) The committee shall approve contracts for purchase 

or lease of equipment and supplies for the House, subject to 

the approval of the Spe�ker. 

(4} The committee shall comprise the House membership 

of the Joint Legislative Administration Committee. 

B10�60. Employees. (1) The Speaker shall appoint a 

Chief Clerk, Sergeant-at-Arms, and Chaplain, sttbject to 

canfirmalion of the House {section 5-2-221, MCA). 

(2) The Speaker shall recommend to the Legislative

Ad1ninistra1 ion Committee employment of necessa1y staff. 

(3) The secretary for a standing or select committee is

generally res1-1onsiblf" to the cuinmittce chairm.tn but shall 

work under the direction of th� Chief Cl�rk. 

(4) Tt1e Speaker a11J n1�jorily anJ minority floor le�ders

may each appoint a private secretary. 

1110-70. Chief Clerk's dulies. 'l'he Chief Clerk, undE•r 

tlh• supervision of the Speaker, is rt:!spun:.,itJle lo: 

11) have custody of al J recorcL. and documents of the
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House; 

(2} supervise the handling of legislation in the House, 

the House journal, and other House publications; deliver to 

the Secretary of State at the close of each session the 

House jour11al, bill and resolution records, and all original 

House bills and joint resolutions; collect minutes and 

exhibits from all House committees and subcorrm1ittees and 

deliver them, unbound, to the Legislative Council librarian 

who will arr.:i.ng(.' to have lhe11 copied on microfilm. A 

microfilm copy will b� p�_i;.,,vidt�d to the Legislative Council 
,, 

and the Montana State Law Library. The I,egislative Fiscdl 

Analyst will receiv� a microfiln1 copy of lite minutes from 

the appropriation commit lee and subcommittees. After 

microfilming, the original minutes will be delivered to the 

Mo1lta11a Historical Society. 

Hl0-80. Sergeanl-al.-Arms duties. The Sergeant-at-Arms, 

unJt.•r the supervision •f Lhe Spt�aker, has thP responsibility 

to: 

(1) n1di11tain order und�r the dirt•ctio11 of the presiding

officer; 

(2) expcute comm.:1111..Js and serve all procc>;.;s�s of tile 

House; dnd 

I 3 l receive, distribute, and h.ive cu�;tu.Jy of House 

suppl ics and equ 1 prnf•nt. 

Hl0-90. Legi.s1alivt! aide�,. (]) A h•gislat ivt· aid� is a 

-. .j -
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person specifically designated by a representative to assist 

that representative in performing legisldtive duties. A 

representative may sponsor one legislative aide a session by 

written notification to the Sergeant-at-Arms. 

(2) No representative may designate a second 

legislative aide in the same session without the approval of 

the House Rules Committee. 

(3) A legislative aide must be of legal age unless

otherwise approved by the House Rules Commiltee. 

(4) The Sergeant-at-Arms shall issue distinctive 

id�nti(ication tags to legislative aides. The co�t must be 

paid by the sponsoring representative. 

Hl0-100. Legislative interns. A legislative intern is a 

person designated under Title 5, chapter 6, MCA. 

Hl0-110. House journal. (1) The House shdll keep a 

journdl, which is Lhe official record of Huuse actior1s 

(M01tana Constitution, Art. V, Sec. 10). The journal must be 

prepared under the dir�ctio11 of the Speake�. 

(2) Records o[ the following µrocceJings must

e11tered 011 the journal: 

be 

(a) the taking and subscription of the co11stitutional

oath by rt•presentatives (Mo11ta11a Constitution, Art. 

Sec. 3; 5-2-214);

( b) 1..:0mmi ttee rep(irts;

(c) messages from the Gov2r11or;
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(d) messages from the Se11ate;

(e) every mot ion, the name of the represe11tative 

presenting it, and its disposition; 

(fl the introduction of legislation in the House; 

(g) consideration 

introduction; 

of legislation subsequent to 

th) on final passage of legislation, the names of the 

representatives and their vote on the question (Montana 

Constitutior1, Art. V, Sec. 11); 

( i ) roll call votes� �nJ 
. �� ·

(j) upo11 a requt'�t by two representatives before a vote

is takt:n, the nctm�s of the represe:ltatives and their votes 

on the question, 

(]) Tt1e �hief Clerk shall providf• to the Legislative 

Council such i11formalio1, as may be reqliired for the 

pul1licat.ion of the ddily journ�1l. Upon approval by the 

Spedker, the daily jour.1ul shall be reproduced and 

distributed. 

( 4) Any repre�:t:,ntal i ve m.iy examine the ddi ly journal

dnJ l't'-'iJ'-i�;c cori2cti1. . .1ns. The spt'dker may direct a correction 

to be made wl1en suggested subiect to oLjection by the House. 

(5) The Sµt·��er shall authenticate tt1� ii�1use jot1rnal

aflc-r the closf> nf the session (section 5-11-201, MCA). 

(6) 1'11" L0yislat ivt:! Cou11c i 1 shctll publish and 

di:_;trillut-.., lilt.• lkiu:;c journal (�eel ions S-11-202 and 

- G 
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�-11-203, MCA). The title of each bill must be listed in the 

inde� of the published session jou1·nal. 

Bl0-120. Votes recorded and public. Every vote of each 

representative on each substantive questio11 in the House, in 

any committee, or in committee of the whole must be recorded 

and made public (Montana Constitution, Art. V, Sec. 11). 

Hl0-130. Duration of legislative day. A legislative day 

ends either 24 hours after the House convenes for that day 

or at the time the House convenes for the following 

legislative day, whichever is earlier. 

ChJplec 2 

Decorum 

B20-10. Queslions of order and privilege. (1) Questions 

of order and privilege, in order of precede11ce, are: 

(a} those affecting the collective rights, safety, 

dignily, and inlegrity of the House; and 

(b) those affec.ting the rights, reputalion, and conduct

of inJividud] repre:;.c11l,1Lives. 

(2) Th(;' Sµeuker st1�il1 decide all questions of order and

privileg,·, subject to an appeal by any repr�sentative 

scc0nJcd by two represe1\latives. 

1120�20. Limits on lobbying. Lobbying 011 Lhe Huu�,e floor 

and in U1t• anteroom i5 prohibited du1 i11y d ddi 1y se:;sion, 2 

hLn1rs liL•fute th� sc•;;;sJon, and 2 h1...·ur�; .1ft1•t tht• f�t•i;�;ion. 

1120-30. Admitldllt:l' lo Uw Hou:�,� floor. 'I'ht• fnllowiih) 
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persons may be admitted to the House floor during a daily 

session: 

employees 

present and 

necessary 

former legislators; legislative 

for the conduct of the session; 

accredited news staff; and mernb�rs' spvuses and children. 

The Speaker may allow exc�ptions to this rule. 

820-40. Oildtory motions or questions. The House has a 

right to protect itself from dilatory motions or questions 

used for the purpose of delaying or obstructing business. 

The presiding of(icer shall decide if motions (except a 

call of the House) or questions are dilatory. This decision 

may bt!- appealed to the'_ 1;\,1-.lll�e. 

U20-SO. Opening and order of business. The opening of 

edch legislative day must include an invocation, the pledge 

of allegiance, and roll call. Following the opening, the 

order of bl1siness of the House is as follows: 

(1) communications and pt"titiono;

( 2) 

( 3) 

reports of sta.ndinq committee��;

reports of select committee::.;;

(4) ffiCSSilgCS (ram lhe Seni1te; 

(�) messages from tt1c Guver11ur; 

( 6) filst reading a11<I co1�111itme11t of bills; 

( ·1) second reading of bi 1 l�;;

( 8) third reading of bills;

(9) molions:

(10) un(inislied Uu�;inP:;:�;
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( 11) special orders of the day; and

(12) announcement of committee mi;:etings. 

H20-60. Lobbying by employees. (1) A legislative

employee, intern, or aide of either house is prohibited from 

lobbying, although a legislative committee may request 

testimony from a person so restricted. 

(2) The Speaker or the Legislative Administration 

Committee may discipline or discharge any House employee 

violating this prohibition. The Speaker or the cummittee may 

withdraw the privileges of any House aide or intern 

violating this prohibition. 

020-·10. Papers distributed on desks. A. paper concerning

proposed legislation may not be placed on representatives' 

desks unless it is signed and permission has been granted by 

the Speaker. The 

dist£ibution. 

Sergeant-at-Arms 

Chapler 3 

Commit lees 

shall direct its 

H]0-10� House standing committees. The following are 

the House standing committees: Agriculture, Liveslock, and 

Irrigation; Appropriations; Business and Economic 

Llevelopment; Education and Cultural Resources; Fish and 

Game; llighways and Transportation; Human Sr-rvict·s and Aging; 

Judiciary; Labor and Employment Relatio11s; r,egislative 

Administrrltion; LOCdl Gove£nmcnt; Nalurdl Re:.ources; Ruh�s; 

-9-
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State Administration; and Taxation. 

ll]0-20. Chairman's duties. The chairman of a committee

is the presiding officer of that committee and is 

responsible for maintaining order within the committee room 

and its environs, scheduling hearings and executive action, 

supervising committee work, and certifying committee reports 

and minutes. 

830-30. Officers as members. The Speaker, majority

leader, and minority leader are ex offivi o, nonvoting 

members of al 1 Ho11sf> c°pul,ffi!f't:tees. They are nol requ.i red to be 

considered in the quorum, but they may count toward 

establishing a quorum. 

H]0-40. Committee action. (1) When legislation is 

re[t:rred to ,a committee, it may recommend approval or 

disapproval, with or without amendment. 

(2) The committee may recommend that a bill on which it

h,1::. made a favocal>le rccommcnd.::i.Lion by unanimous vote be 

placed on the conse11t calendar. 

(]) The committee may not rep�rt a bill to tl1e House 

witt1011t recou�e11dalio11. 

('1) If a bill is withJrdwn from a com:nittee and brought 

tD the ilouse floor without a co�nittee r�commcnJation, the 

hi 11 must include am�nd111enls formally ad.iµted Liy committee 

d.\'t ion as retlt!ClL·.J in comrnillet.: minute:__; ( v r del,ale on 

Si'COnd rt•,1di11g. 

-1 u-
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B30-50. Reconsideration in commiltcc. A committee, 

including the Committee of the Whole, may al any time prior 

to submitting a report to the Chief ClPrk reconsider its 

previous action on legislation. 

830-60. Legislation requcstt!d by a commiltee. At least 

two-thirds of all the representatives of a sta11ding 

committee must have voted in favor of the question to allow 

the committee to request the drafting or introduction of 

legislation. Votes requesting drafting and introduction of 

committee legislation may be taken jointly or St?fB.rately. 

HJ0-70. Rules couuni t tee makeup. The Speaker 

determine the total number of members and the 

division, but each party will appoint its own members. 

Chapter 4 

Legislation 

will 

party 

840-10. Introduclion deadlines. (1) Exceµl dS provided

1n subsection (2), if a representdtive accepts drafted 

legislalio11 from the Legislative Council afler the deadline 

for intrud1Jclio11, the representative may nol introduce thdt 

legislation after 48 hours from the time the bill Wd� 

accepted from the Legislative Council. 

(2) Nd L>i 11 or resolution may be inlruduct'd any ldter 

than 5 p.m. 5 legislative days prior to the app1·0priate 

transmittdl ded.dline. 

1140- 20. Hou5e rl"�.olul ions. ( 1) A HuU"d' re,;,dut idn 1s 

-11-

1· ,

t,· 
,: ' � 
< : , 

l 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

l2 

l] 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

2'> 

HR 0001/01 

used to adopt or amend House rules, make recommendations on 

the districting and apportionment plan (Montana 

Constitution, Art. V, Sec. 14), express the sentiment of the 

House, or assist House operations. 

(2) As to drafting, introduction, and referral, a House

resolution is treated as a bill. Final passage of a House 

resolution is determined by the Committee of the Whole 

report. 

reading. 

A H..:rnse resolution does not progress to third 

(3) The Chief Clerk shall tra1}smit a copy of each

passed House 

State. 

resolutio'n�
..,

�o the Seudte and the Secretary of 

H40-JO. Cosponsors. (1) Prior to submitting legislation 

to the Chief Clerk for introduction, the chief sponsor m.:1y 

add representatives and senators as cosponsors by having 

t.hc•rn sign tl1c Lhree cupies. 

(2) After legislation is submilled for introduction but 

before the legislalio11 retur11s from the first House 

commil.tt•c, the cl ief sponsor may add or remove cosponsors Uy 

filiny a COS(J(H).SClr form wilh lh� Chief Clerk. This filing 

must bP noted by the Chief ClPrk for the record on Order of 

Dus int•s� No. J 1. 

1140- 40, Intrc.,duction. ( 1) Duriny a seS'.>ion, prop,,::;;c-J 

House legi:ildt ion mdy be introduc,•d in lhe How.>t' by 

::.11bmilling it in ttiplicat£•, l;'lh.lnr�,,,,l with thi· sign.1:1rL· of 

- I/ -
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a represenlative as chief sponsor, to the Chief Clerk for 

introduction. In each session of the Legislature, the

proposed legislation must be numbered consecutively by type 

in the order of receipt. Submission and numbering of 

properly endorsed legislation constitutes introduction. 

(2) Preintroduction of legislation prior to a session

under provisions of the joint rules constitutes introduction 

in the House. 

(3) Acknowledgment by the Chief Clerk o[ receipt of 

legislation transmitted from the Senate for consideration by 

the House constitutes introduclion of the Senate legislation 

in the House. 

H40-SO. First reading. Legislation properly introduced 

or received in the House must be announced across the 

rostrum god public notice provided. This announcement 

constitutes first reading, and no debate or motion is in 

order except that a repcesentative may question adherence to 

rules, 

B40-60. One reading per day. Except on the final 

legislative day, legislation may receive no more than one 

reading per legislative day. On lhe final legislative day, 

legislation may receive more tha11 one reading. 

1140-70. Referral. (1) 1'he Speaker shall refer to a 

House cummitlee all properly inlroJuced House lE·gislat ion 

and tranf;mitted Senate legislation. 

-13-
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{2) Legislation may not receive final passage and 

approval unless it has been referred to a House committee. 

H40-BO. Rereferral. Legislation that is in  the 

possession of the House and that has not been killed may be 

rereferred to a House committee by House motion approved by 

not less than three-fifths of the members pre!:)ent and 

voting. 

B40-90. Legislation withdrawn from committee. ( 1) 

Legislation not previously adopted on second reading in the 

House may be withdraw{) ..,., ffom a. House committee by House 

motion approved by not less than three-fifths of the members 

present and voting. 

(2) Legislation previously adopted on second reading

and rereferred to a House committee other than the committee 

to which it had originally been referred may be withdrawn 

from a House committe� by House motion approved by not less 

than a majority of the members prese11t and voting. 

840-100. Standing committee �cports. ( 1) A House 

standing committee recommendation of 1'do pass 11 or 11 be 

concur t ,•J in" must be announced across the rostrum and, iE 

there is no objection to for,o, is considered adopt�J. 

(2) A recommendation of ''do nol pctos 11 or "be nol

co11cL11·1�J in'' mu�t be a1111ou11ced across the rostrum and, on 

tlu.' LdLJ...,in� 11:.,gislative day, may be debdltc•J .cwd adopted or 

rL�jc,·t1'd on Ordt?t" of Busine:--.s Nu. 2. A. motion to reject an 

-14-



2 

4 

5 

6 

7 

B 

9 

10 

ll 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

I 8 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

2.J 

2S 

HR 0001/01 

adverse committee report on a bill not previously adopted on 

second reading must be approved by not less than 

three-fifths of the members voting. A mot.ion to reject an 

adverse committee report on a bill previously adopted on 

second reading and rereferced to a House cornmitlee other 

than the committee to which it had been originally referred 

must be approved by not less than a majority of the members 

present a11d voting. Failure to adopt a motion to reject an 

adverse committee report constitutes adoption of the report. 

( 3) IL the House rejects an adverse committee report, 

the bill progresses to second reading, as scheduled by the 

Speaker, with any amendments recommended by the committee. 

1140-110. Consent calendar procedure. Noncontroversial 

bills and simple and joint resolutions may be recommended 

for the consent calendar by a standing committee and 

proces~cd i1ccording to the following provisions: 

(1) tc1 be eligible for the consent calemlar, the 

le':,lislatio11 ntust receive a unanimous vote by the members of 

tht' standjng committee in attendd11ce (do pass, do pass as 

amc11ded). ln addition, a motion must be made and pdssed 

unanimously to place the legislatio11 011 the consent calendar 

anJ this action reflected in the comm.it lee c-e~iorl. 

Appropr ial ion or revenue bills may not be recommf•lllied for 

the co11sent calendar. 

(2) Tile legisl.:ttiun must U1c•11 l:.H: ::H·nt lli be procl•:·;s~·J 

-IS-

,,.,~ 
.! ) ,,_ 

,; 
\ 

"\ 
)· 

1 

2 

J 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

l7 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

HR 0001/01 

and reproduced as a third reading version and specifically 

marked as a 11 consent calendar•• item. 

(3) Legislation must be pusted immediately (as soon as 

it is received as a third reading version) on the consent 

cdlendar and mu~t remain there for l legislative day before 

consideration under Order of Business No. 11, special orders 

of the day. At that time, the presiding officer shall 

annou11ce consideration of the consent calendar and allow 

"reasonable time" for que::ilions and .1n~;wer::.i upun request. No 

debate is allowed. ,, 
( 4) If any three rep1esentativcs submit written 

objections to the placemenl of the legislation on the 

cor1sent caler1dar, the legislation a1u~t be removed from the 

co11sent calenddr dnd added to the regular second reading 

bud rd. 

(5) Conse11L calendar legislation will be cu11sidered on 

Or<lcr of Busi11v~ti Ne,. 8 1 lhird rpaJi119 of bills, following 

the reg11lar lhird readiny agendd. 

(6) Legisli!.tion on the consent cdlendar mu~t be 

considered individually with the roll ca]l vote spread on 

the journdl as the final vote in lht' House. 

(7) Legislatio11 passed 011 ttle co11sent Cdlendar must 

tllen be transmitted to the Sendtt_•. 

840-120. Lt>gisla.Lioo req11ir ing other thdl1 a m<ljurily 

vole. Legislation t.hal rL'lJlliret:> othe1 thun a m,1jority vc.ite 
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for final passage needs only a majority vote for any action 

that is taken prior to final passage and that normally 

requires a majority vote. 

040-130. Amending Bouse second and third reading 

agendas. (1) A majority of repre�enl.:1tives present may 

rearrange or remove ,legislation from either the second or 

third reading agenda on that legislalive day. 

(2) Legislation may be added to the second or third

reading agenda on that legislative day on a motion approved 

by not less than three-fifths of the members present and 

voling. 

H40�140. Second reading. (1) Legislation retur11cd from 

committee may be placed on second reading unless otherwise 

ordered by the House. 

{2) The House shall fotm itself into a Commi.ttee of the 

Whole to consider business on second reading. The Committee 

of the Whole may debate legislation, attach amc1l11ments, and 

recommend approval or disapproval of legislation. 

(]} Exc�pt on the final legislative day, at least l 

legislativ� day must elapse between the time legislation is 

reported from committee and the time it is considered on 

second reading. 

(4) If a motion to recommend that a bill Mdo pass 11 or 

"be concurred in" fails in the Committee of the Whole, the 

obverse, i.e., a recommendation that the bill "do not pass" 
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is considered to have passed. 

attached to legislation by the 

Committee of the Whole remdins unless removed by further 

legislative actio11. 

(6) When the Committee of the Whole reports to the

House, the House shall adopt or reject the Committee of the 

Whole report. If the House rejects the Committee of the 

Whole report, the legislation remains on second reading, as 

amended by the Committee of the Whole, unless the House 

orders otherwise. 
,rf 

{7) A representative may move to segregate legislation 

from the Co�nittec of the Whole report before the report is 

adopted. Segregated legislation, as amended by the Committee 

of the Whole_, ,must be placed on second reading unless the 

House orders otherwise. 

H40-150. Amendments in the Committee of the Whole. (1) 

All Co11unittee of the Whole amendments must be checked by the 

House amendments coordinator for format, style, clarity, 

consistency, and other factors, in accordance with the most 

recent Bill Drafting Manual published by the Legislative 

Council, before the amendment may be accepted at the 

rostrum. The ame11dn1enl form must i11clude the date and time 

the amendme11t is sl1bmitted for that check. 

(2) An a111e11dmPnt SUblllitletl tu the roslrum fur 

con�ideration by the Conm,ittec uf tll� Wt1,.:.1e must be marke.J 

-)8, 
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as checked by the amendments coordinator and signed by a 

representative. 

(3) A copy of every amendment rejected by the Committee

of the Whole must be kept as part of the official records. 

B40-160. Motions in the Commit lee of the Whole. ( 1) 

When the House resolves itself into a Committee of the 

Whole, th� only motions in order are to: 

(a) amend;

(b} recommend passage or nonpassage; 

(c) 

(di 

recommend cuncurrence or nonconcurrence; 

indefinitely postpone; 

(e) reconsider;

(f) pass consideration;

(g) call for cloture;

(h) rise, rise and report, or rise a11J report progress

and beg le�vc to sit again; and 

(i) to change the order in which legislatio1l is placed

on the age11da. 

(2) Subsections (l)(e) through (l)(h) are nondebatable

bul may be dmendod. 

( 3) If a quotum of cepre�er1ldtives is not prest�11t

during second redding, the Commillef! of the Whole Indy 

co11duct 110 b11siness 011 lcgislatio11 a11d a 1n(•lio11 fo1 a call 

of the Hou:�c wilhoul d quo1um is in orU1•r. 

H40-1-,o. Limits on debJLe in the Con.;1iltl'e oJ lhr• 
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Whole. (1) Except for the representative who makes a motion, 

no representative may speak more than once on the motion and 

for no more than 5 minutes. The representative who makes 

the motion may have 5 minutes to close. 

(2) After at least two proponents and two opponents

have spoken on a question and 45 minutes have elapsed, a 

motion to call for cloture is in order. Approval by not less 

than two-thirds of the members present and voting is 

required to sustain a motion for cloture. Notwithstanding 

the passuge of a motion to end debate, the sponsor of the 
• -1,

motion on which debat� Ua� ended may close .

(3) By previous agreement of th� Speaker and the

minority floor leader, a bill or resolution may be allocated 

a pr�determined amounl of time tor debate and number of 

speakers.. 

H40-180. Special provisions for debate on the general 

appropriation� bi 11. (1) 'l'he Appropriations Committee 

chdirman, in presenting the bill, 

5-·miniite s�wa.kiny lim.ltdlion.

is not subject to the 

t2} Each appropriations sulicummittee chairman shall 

fully present his or her portion of the bill. A subcommittee 

chairmd11 is not subject to th0 S-mi11ute sp,·dking limitatio11. 

(3) Atter the pres�nL.::i.tion by thP subcummillee 

clldirman, lhc te::.;pt:ctive �eclion of lhl' bill 

debate, qu('st ion::, and amt•1H.Jmt·11t�. 

-20
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(4) An amendment that affects more than one section of

the bill must be offered when the first section affected is 

considered. 

(5) Following completion of the debate on each section,

that section is closed and may not be reopened except by 

majority vote. 

( 6) If a member moves to reopen a sect ion for 

amendment, only the amendment ot that member may be 

entertained. Another member wishing to amend the same 

section shall make a separate motion tn reopen the section. 

(7) Debate on the motion to reopen a section is limited

to the question of reopening the section. The amendment 

itself mdy not be debated at that time. This limitation does 

not prohibit the member from explaining the amendment to be 

considered. 

(8) A motion for cloture is not in order during debate

on the ge11eral appropriations bill. 

840-190. Engrossing. (1) After legislation is passed on 

second reading, it must be engrossed within 48 hours under 

the direction of the Speaker. The Speaker may grant 

additio11al time for engrossing. 

{2) When the legislation has b�en reported correctly 

engrossed, it may be placed on third readir1g on the 

following legislative ddy. On. the final leyislalive day, the 

correctly engrossed legislation may be pl..iL·ed on third
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All bills, joint 

resolutions, and Senate amendments to House bills and 

resolutions passing secor1d reading must be placed on third 

reading. 

( 2) Legislation on third reading may not be amended or

debated. 

(3} The Speaker shall stat� the question on legislation 

on third reading. If. ij,, majority of the representatives 
.. , 

voting does not approve the legislation, it fails to pass 

third reading. 

H40-210. Senate legislation in the House. Senate 

legislation properly transmitted to the House must be 

tr�dted as House legislatio11. 

840-220. Senate amendmenls to House legislation. (1) 

Whe11 the Se11ate has prop�rly returned House legislation with 

Se11ale amendme1lts, the !louse shall announce the amendments 

on Order of Rusiness No. 4, and the Speaker shall place them 

on second redding for debate. 

( 2) If the House accepts Senate amendments on 

legislation requiring more than a majority vote for final 

passdge, tl1� itouse, following approval of the Senate 

amr�11d1tt1._..,nts on third reading, shall place the findl form of 

the leqi�>L1t i._111 0n third reading to determine if the 

required vutl· i:, nbtdin.-d. 
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(3) If the House rejects the Senal� amendments, the

House may request the Senate to recede from its amendments 

or may direct appointment of a conference committee and 

request the Senate to appoint a like committee. 

B40-230. Conference committee reports. (1) When a House 

conference committee files a report, the report must be 

announced under Order of Business No. 3. 

(2) The House may debate and adopt or reject the

conference committee report on second reading on any 

legislative day. The House may reconsider its action in 

rejecting a confel"'ence committee report under rules for 

rcconsiderdtion, HS0-160. 

(3) If both the House and the Senate adopt the same

conference committee report on legislation requiring more 

than a majority vote for final passage, the I-louse, following 

approval of the conference committee report on third 

reading, shall place the final form of the legislation on 

third reading to determine if the required vote is obtained. 

(4) If the House rejects a conference CCJmmittee report,

the committee continues to exist unles�. dis:::.olved by the 

Speaker or by motion. The committee may file a subsequent 

report. 

(5) A House conference commiltef: may confer regarding

mallt!rs assigned to il with auy Sen.:lt: cvnfcren,_:12 c,)mmi t L,·c: 

with 

' 

like jurisdictio11 a11d submit 
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consideration of the House. 

840-240. En,olling. (1) When House legislation has

passed both houses, it must be enrolled within 48 hours 

under the direction of the Speaker. The Speaker may grant 

additional time for enrolling. 

(2) The chief sponsor of the legislation shall examine

the enrolled legislation and, if it has no enrolling errors, 

shall, within 1 legislative day, certify the legislation as 

correctly enrolled. 
, _,a 

(3) The correct.l,y· enrolled legislation must be 

delivered to the Speaker, who shall sign the legislatio11 not 

later than the following legislative day. When enrolled 

legislatio11 is delivered on the final legislative day, 

Speake, shall sign it thaL day. 

the 

(4) After the legislation has been :eported correctly 

ei,rolled Gut before it is sig11ed, any representative may 

examine t�@ legislatio11. 

Il40-250. Govcr11or's ame11dmenls. (1) When the Governor 

returns a bil.L with recommendeJ dtt1,·ndments, the House shall 

a1,11uu11ce the amcndme11ts u1,der Order of Busi11ess No. 5. 

(2) The �ouse may deDale a11J adupt or rejecl the

Gover11or's recommended am0r1d1uents or, seconl reading on any 

legislalive day. 

I 3 l If both the House ar1d tl,� Senale accept tt1e 

Governor's rt"ccJmmf>ndt•d ctmcnJments on a ui.11 that requires 

- 2..: -
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more than a majority vote for final passage, the House shall 

place the final form of the legislation on third reading to 

determine if the required vote is obtained. 

840-260. Governor's veto. (l) When the Governor returns 

a bill with a veto, the House shall announce the veto under 

Order of Business No. 5. 

(2) On any legislative day, a representative may move 

to override the Governor's veto by a two-thirds vote under 

Order of Business No. 9. 

Chapter 5 

Floor Actions 

650-10. Attendance. ( l) A representative, unless 

excused, 

House. 

is required to be present at every sitting of the 

(2) A representative may request in w~iting to be 

excused for a specified cause by his party leader. This 

excused absence is not a leave with cause from a call of the 

House. 

B50-20. Quorum. (1) A quorum of the House is fifty-one 

representatives (Montana Constitution, Art. V, Sec. 10). 

(2) Any representative may question the lack of a 

quorum at any time a vote is not being taken. The questio11 

is nondebatable, may not be amend~d, and is resJlved by a 

roll call. 

(3) The House may conduct no busi11ess wilh□t1t a quorum, 
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except that representatives present may convene, compel the 

attendance of absent representatives, or adjourn. 

HS0-30. Call of the Bouse without a quorum. (1) In the 

absence of a quorum, a majority of the representatives 

presenl may compel the attendance of absent representatives 

through a call of the House without a quorum. The motion for 

the call is nondebatable, may not be amended, and is in 

order at any time it has been established that a quorum is 

not present. ,..,, ,, ' 

(2) During a cal 1 of the House, all business is 

suspended. No motion is in order except a motion to adjourn 

or to remove the call. 

(3) Whe~ a quorum has been achieved under the call, the 

call is automatically lifted. The call may also be lifted by 

adjournment or by two-thirds of the representatives present 

a11J voling. 

H~0-40. Call of the House with a quorum. ( 1) If a 

quorum is present but at least one representative is excused 

or abser1l, one-third of the representatives present and 

voting may order a call of the House with a quorum. 

(2) The motio11 for a call is nondebatable, may not be 

amendt·-.l, a11d is in order at any lime a vote is not being 

takP11, except that a call of the House witl1 a quorum is not 

dlloweJ in tilL· C<)11t111illt:!c of the Whole. 

( 3) llu1in,3 .1 call of the House, all business is 

-26-
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suspended. No motion is in order except a motion to adjourn 

or to remove the call. 

{4) When all representatives are present, except those 

on leave with cause, the call is automatically lifted. The 

call may also be lifted by adjournment or Uy two-thirds of 

the representatives present and voting. 

BS0-50. Leave with cause. (1) During a call of the

House, a representative with an overriding medical or 

personal reason may request a leave with cause. 

( 2) If the representative is present at the time of the

call, the Speaker may approve a request for a leave with 

cause. 

(3) If the representative is not present at the time of

the cal l, two-thirds of the representatives present and 

voting may approve a request for leave with cause. 

(4) During a call of the House, a represenlative on

leave with cause may not cast an absentee vote. 

H50· 60. Motions. (1) Any representative may propose a

motion ell lowed by the rules for the order of business under 

which the motion 1s offered for the consiLleration of the 

House. llnless otherwise specified in rule or )aw 1 a majority 

of reprt!S(•ntatives voting is necessary and sufficienl to 

decide a motion. 

(2) Seconds to motions on tn� HLJUSt floor are not 

rt!quired. 

I 
'I. 
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(3) Absentee votes are not allowed on votes that are 

specified as ''representatives present and voting''. 

H50-70. Limits on debate of debatable motions. (1) 

Except for the r�presenlative who places a debatable motion 

before the body, no represe11tative may sp�aK more than once 

on the queslior1 unless a unanimous House consents. Th� 

representc1tive who places the moticn may close. 

(2) No represenlative may speak for more than 15

minutes on the same question, except that a representative 

may have 5 min�tes t?,pl6se. 

HS0-80. Nondebatable motions. (1) A rt::pre.:aent;ative has 

the right to understand any question before �Le House and 1 

usually under the administration of tl1e presi,Jing officer, 

may ask ques,tions to exercise this right. 

(2} The following motions ar� nondeb3tabl�: 

to ad;ourn; 

for a call of th2 Hou�e; 

to recess or r1se; 

foe parliamentdry inquiry; 

to taole or tai..t frc..m the table; 

(a) 

( b) 

(c) 

(d) 

( e) 

( f) 

(g) 

(h) 

( i J 

to call for the :._.,reviou,; questio11 01. cloture; 

to ainend d OOih.le •. .1.:tLuli1e 1;1,Jli<.)lli 

to divide a questioi1; 

lo pv�tpc110 c0ns1dcration to a da:1 ... .-�,,Lain; 

(j) to su��pc•ull tl1t: ,,�IP.s; and

-2!1 
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(k) all incidental motions, such as motions relating to 

voting or of a general procedural nature. 

850-90. Questions. A representative may, through the 

presiding officer, ask questions of another representative 

during a floor session. There is no 1.imit on questions and 

answers, except as provided in H20-40. 

850-100. Amending motions limitations. Ill A 

representative may move to amend the specific provisions of 

a motion without changing its substance. 

(2) No more than one motion to amend a motion is in 

order at any one time. 

(3) A motion for a call of th~ House, for the previous 

question, to table, or to take from the table may not 

amended. 

be 

850-110. Substitute motions. (1) When a question is 

before the House, no substitute motion may be made except 

the following, which have precedence in the order listed: 

(a) to adjourn; 

(b) 

(c) 

(d) 

(e) 

( f) 

(g) 

I h) 

for a call of lhe House; 

to recess or rise; 

for a question of privilege; 

to table; 

to call for the previous question or clotL1re; 

to postpo1,e consideratio11 lo a day cerlain; 

to refer to a committee; 
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(2) Nuthi11g in this section allows a motion that would 

not otherwise be allowed under a particular order of 

business. 

{J) No more than one substitute molion is in order at 

any one time. 

850-120. Withdrawing motions. A represe11tative who 

proposes a motion may-withdraw it before it is voted on or 

amended. 

850-130. Dividing a que$Lion. A representative may move 

to divide a question if it includes two or more propositions 

so distinct· that they can be separated and if at least one 

substantive ql1estion remains after one substantive question 

is removed. 

H~0-140. Pcevious quest ion. I 1 l If a majority of 

represer1talives prese11t and voting adopts a motion for the 

previous question, debate is closed on the question ~nd it 

must be brought to a vote. The Speaker may not entertdi11 a 

motion to end debate unless at lea:it one proponent and 011e 

opponent have spoken on the que::;tion. 

(2) NotwithsLH1ding the passage of d motion to end 

dcb~Le, the spo11:;0r of th~ ~otio11 on which de~dte was e11ded 

mdy clo::;e. 

1150--150. Qut':;tion~-; rhJ1iiring other than a mujorily 
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vote. The following questions require the vote specified: 

(1) a call of the House with a quorum (one-third of the 

members present and voting); 

(2) a motion to lift a call of the House (two-thirds of 

the members present and voting); 

(3) a motion to amend or suspend rules (two-thirds of 

the members voting); 

(4) a motion to record a vote (one representative); 

(5) a motion to spread a vote on the journal (two 

representatives); 

(6) d motion to override the Governor's veto 

(two-thirds of each house); 

(7) a motion to approve a bill to appropriate the 

principal of the coal trust fund (three-fourths of each 

house); 

(8) a motion to approve a bill to apprupriate highway 

revenue as described in Article VIII, sectio11 6, of the 

Monlana Constitutioc) for purposes other than therein 

described (three-fifths of each house); 

(9) a motlon to approve a ~ill proposing to amend the 

Monland Cor1stitution (two-thirds of the entire l,egisli1ture); 

(10) an appeal of the ruliny of the presiding officer 

(three represe11tativcs); 

(11} a mutio11 to speak more tha11 011cc 011 a dcb.,tdble 

n10lio1l (una11imoL1s vote); 
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(12) a motion to overturn an adverse committee report 

(three-fifths of the members voting); 

(13) a motion to rereEer a bill from one committee to 

another (thr~e-fifths of the members present and voting); 

(14) a motion to withdraw a bill from a committee 

(three-fifths of tt1e members present a11d voting}; 

(15) a motion to add legislation to the second or third 

reading age11da (three-fifths of the memb~rs present and 

voting); 

(16) any motion t~ r,rove legislation from ic~ r1ormal 
. ·~ . 

progress through the I-louse as proviJed under these rules and 

reassign it unless otherwise specifically provided by these 

rules {three-fiflhs of the members present and voting); 

(17) a mution to change a vote (unanimous); 

(18) a motion to call for clottlre (two-thirds of the 

members prese-nL and voting}; and 

(19) a mulion to apflrove leav~ with cduse during a ca11 

of the t1ouse (two-thirds of the members prese11t and voting). 

HS0-160. Heconsideralion. (1} Any representative may, 

withi11 1 legislative da!' of a vote, move lo cecu11sider the 

House vole on any matter still within the co11trol of the 

House. 

(2) A rn0Lio11 for reco1,sidcr~tio11, unless tabled or 

rf-~placcd by a suh~;litutt• r.:c;t ion, mu:::;t be Ui:;l1-=:sL•J of when 

madi_:. 
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( 3 l When a motion for reconsideration fails, the 

question is finally settled. A motion for reconsideration 

may not be renewed or reconsidered. 

(4) A motion to recall legislatio11 from the Senate

constitutes a motion to reconsider and is subject to the 

same rules. 

B50-170. Renewing procedural motions. The House may 

renew a procedural motion if further House business has 

intervened. 

H5D-180. Tabling. (1) Under Order of Business No. 9, a 

representative may move to table any question, motion, or 

legislation before the House except the question of a quorum 

or a call of the House. The motion is nondebatable and may 

not be amended. 

(2) When a matter has been tabled, a representative may

move to take it fcom the table under Order of Business No. 9 

on any legislative day. 

H50-190. Indefinite postponement. A 

representatives may indefinitely postpone 

properly before the House. 

majority of 

any matter 

850-200. Voting. (1) The representatives shall vote to

decide any motion or question properly before the House. 

Each representative has one vote, 

(2) The House may
1 witt,uul objectio1l, use a voice vute

on procedural motions that are nol required to be recorded 
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in the journal. If a representative rises and objects, the 

House shall record the vote. 

(J) The House shall record the vote on all substantive

questions. If the voting system is inoperable, the Chief 

Clerk shall record the representatives' votes by other 

means. 

HS0-210. Changing a vote. (1) A representative may move 

to change his vote within l legislative day of the vote. The 

motion is nondebatab-J:e:. A unanimous House shall consent to 

the change. The representative making the motion shall first 

specify the question and the original vote tally. 

(2) An error caused by a malfunction of the voting

system may be corrected without a vote. 

HS0-220. Absentee votes. (1) An excused representative 

may file an absentee vote authorization form to vote during 

the excused absence on any vote for which absentee voting is 

allowed. 

(2} An excused representative shall sign an absentee 

vole authorization form that specifies the motion and the 

desired vote. 

(3) The absentee vote authorizalion form must be handed

in at th� rost1uu1 by the party whip or designated 

represenLil ive bt.:fore voting on thl· motion has C0ff,m1�nced. 

(4) Till' abst•1\t�e vote authorizatio11 may be revoked

twfurP Lht- volt> kiy the n;1�rnber wh.:) signt�J the ctuthorization. 
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050-230.Recess. The House may stand at ease or, by 

majority vote, may recess under any order of business. The 

recess may be ended at the call of the chair or at a time 

specified. 

B50-240. Adjournment for a legislative day. ( l} A 

representative may move that the House adjourn for that 

legislative day. The motion is nondebatable and may be made 

under any order of business except Order of Business No. 7. 

C2) A motion to adjourn for a legislative day must 

specify a date and time 

subsequent legislative day. 

for the House to convene on the 

B50-250. Adjournment sine die. A representative may 

move that the House adjourn for the session. The motion is 

nondebatable and may be made under any order of business 

except Order of Business No. 7. 

Chapter 6 

Rules 

860-10. House rules. (1) The House may adopt, through a

House resolution passed by a majority of its members, rules 

to govern its proceedings. 

12)After adoption of the House rules, two-thirds of 

22 the representatives voting must vote in favor of the 

23 queslion to amend the rules. 

24 ( 3) The Speaker shal 1 refe1 to the House Rules 

2� Committee all resolutions for House rules. 
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C4) The House Rules Committee shall report all

resolutions for House rules within 1 legislative day of 

referral. 

B60-20. Tenure of rules. Rules adopted by the House 

remain in effect until removed by House resolution or until 

a new House is elected and takes office. 

B60-30. Suspension of rules. 'I'he Hause may suspend a 

Hause rule on a motion approved by not less than two-thirds 

of the members voting. 

1160-40.. Supplem•:;-nt�r1y rules. 
',,'

Legislative Procedure (1989) governs 

all cases not covered by House rules. 

Mason's Manual of 

House proceedings in 

B60-50. Interpreting rules. T)1e Speaker shall interpret 

all questions on House rules, subject to appeal by any 

fifteen representatives to the House Rules Committee. The 

decision of thP House Rules co,wuittee may t� appealed to the 

House by any representative. 

860-60. Joint rules superseded. A Hriuse rule, insofar 

as it relates to the inter11al proceedings of the House, 

super!::>edes a joint rule. 

-End-
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HOUSE RESOLUTION NO. l 

INTRODUCED BY DRISCOLL 

BY REQUEST OF THE HOUSE RULES COMMITTEE 

A RESOLUTION OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF 

MONTANA TO ADOPT RULES TO GOVERN ITS PROCEEDINGS. 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE 

OF MONTANA: 

That the following rules be adopted: 

Chapter l 

Administration 

Hl0-10. House officers. (l) House officers include a 

Speaker, a Speaker pro tempore, majority and minority floor 

leaders, and majority and minority whips (section 5-2-221, 

MCA). 

(2) A majority of representatives voting elects the

Speaker and Speaker pro tempore from the House membership. A 

majority of each caucus voting nominates House members to 

the remaining offices, and those nominees are considered to 

have been elected by a majority vote of the House. 

Hl0-20. Speaker's duties. Ill The Speaker is the 

presiding officer of the House, with authority for 

administration, order, and decorum. 

(2) The Speaker may ordec the galleries or lobbies
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cleared in case of disturbance or disorderly conduct. 

(3) The Speaker shall appoint and may remove the

members of all standing and select committees not otherwise 

specified by law or rule. 

(4) The Speaker shall sign all necessary certifications

by the House, including enrolled bills and resolutions, 

journals (section 5-11-201, MCA), subpoenas, and payrolls. 

(5) The Speaker shall arrange the agendas foe second

and third readings each legislative day. Representatives may 

amend the agendas as provided in H40-130. 
�· 

(6) The Speaket' 1i the chief administrative officer of

the House, with authority for supervising all House 

employees. The Speaker may seek the advice and counsel of 

the Legislative Administration Committee regarding 

employees. · 

810-30. Speaker-elect. During the transition period 

between the party organization caucuses and the election of 

House officers, the Speaker-elect has the responsibilities 

and authority appropriate to organize the House (section 

5-2-202, MCA). Authocity includes approving 

expenditures. 

presession 

Hl0-40. Speaker pro tempore duties. The Speaker pro 

tempore shall act as the presiding officer in the absence of 

the Speaker and shall carry out other duties assigned by the 

Speaker. 
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810-50. Legislative Adllinistration C0111111ittee duties.

(11 The Legislative Administration Committee shall consider 

matters relating to legislative administration, staffing 

patterns, budgets, equipment, operations, and expenditures. 

(2) The committee shall have authority to act in the

interim to prepare for future legislative sessions. It may 

delegate specific duties to a legislative agency. 

(3) The committee shall approve contracts for purchase

or lease of equipment and supplies for the House, subject to 

the approval of the Speaker. 

(41 The committee shall comprise the House membership 

of the Joint Legislative Administration Committee. 

810-60. �ployees. {l) The Speaker shall appoint a

Chief Clerk, Sergeant-at-Arms, and Chaplain, subject to 

confirmation of the House (section 5-2-221, MCAI, 

(2) The Speaker shall recommend to the Legislative

Administration Committee employment of necessary staff. 

(3) The secretary for a standing or select committee is

generally responsible to the committee chairman but shall 

work under the direction of the Chief Clerk. 

(4) The Speaker and majority and minority floor leaders

may each appoint a private secretary. 

810-70. Chief Clerk's duties. The Chief Clerk, under

the supervision of the Speaker, is responsible to: 

(1) have custody of all records and documents of the
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House; 

(2) supervise the handling of legislation in the House,

the House journal, and other House publications; deliver to 

the Secretary of State at the close of each session the 

House journal, bill and resolution records, and all original 

House bills and joint resolutions; collect minutes and 

exhibits from all House committees and subcommittees and 

deliver them, unbound, to the Legislative Council librarian 

who will arrange to have them copied on microfilm. A 

microfilm copy will b� provided to the Legislative Council 

and the Montana 
. ,,,, 

Stat�•'Law Library. The Legislative Fiscal 

Analyst will receive a microfilm copy of the minutes from 

the appropriation committee and subcommittees. After 

miccofilming, the original minutes will be delivered to the 

Montana Historical Society. 

810-80. Sergeant-at-Arms duties. The Sergeant-at-Arms, 

under the supervision of the Speaker, has the responsibility 

to: 

(1) maintain order under the direction of the presiding

officer; 

(2) execute commands and serve all processes of the

House; and 

(3) receive, distribute, and have custody of House

supplies and equipment. 

B10-90. Legislative aides. (1) A legislative aide is a 
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person specifically designated by a representative to assist 

that representative in performing legislative duties. A 

representative may sponsor one legislative aide a session by 

written notification to the Sergeant-at-Arms. 

(2) No representative may designate a second

legislative aide in the same session without the approval of 

the House Rules Committee. 

(3) A legislative aide must be of legal age unless

otherwise approved by the House Rules Committee. 

(4) The Sergeant-at-Arms shall issue dis ti net i ve

identification tags to legislative aides. The cost must be 

paid by the sponsoring representative. 

Bl0-100. Legislative interns. A legislative intern is a

person designated under Title 5, chapter 6, MCA. 

Bl0-110. Bouse journal. (1) The House shall keep a 

journal, which is the official record of House actions 

(Montana Constitution, Art. V, Sec. 10), The journal must be 

prepared under the direction of the Speaker, 

(2) Records of the following proceedings must be 

entered on the journal: 

(a) the taking and subscription of the constitutional

oath by representatives (Montana Constitution, Art. III, 

Sec, 3; 5-2-214); 

(b) committee reports;

(c) messages from the Governor;
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(d) messages from the Senate;

(e) every motion, the name of the representative 

presenting it, and its disposition; 

(f) the introduction of legislation in the House;

(g) consideration

introduction; 

of legislation subsequent to 

(h) on final passage of legislation, the names of the

representatives and their vote on the question (Montana 

Constitution, Art. V, Sec. 11); 

(i) roll call votes; and
�· 

(j) upon a requeSl'by two representatives before a vote

is taken, the names of the representatives and their votes 

on the question. 

(3) The Chief Clerk shall provide to the Legislative

Counc i 1 such information as may be required for the

publication of the daily journal. Upon approval by the

Speaker, the daily journal shall be reproduced and 

distributed. 

(4) Any representative may examine the daily journal

and propose corrections. The speaker may direct a correction 

to be made when suggested subject to objection by the House. 

(5) The Speaker shall authenticate the House journal 

after the close of the session (section 5-11-201, MCA), 

(6) The Legislative Council shall 

distribute the House journal {sections 
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5-11-203, MCA). The title of each bill must be listed in the

index of the published session journal. 

Bl0-120. Votes recorded and public. Every vote of each 

representative on each substantive question in the House, in 

any committee, or in committee of the whole must be recorded 

and made public (Montana Constitution, Art. V, Sec. 11), 

Bl0-130. Duration of legislative day. A legislative day 

ends either 24 hours a�ter the House convenes for that day 

or at the time the Bouse convenes for the following 

legislative day, whichever is earlier. 

Chapter 2 

Decorum 

B20-10. Questions of order and privilege. (1) Questions 

of order and privilege. in order of precedence, are: 

(a) those affecting the collective rights, safety,

dignity, and integrity of the Bouse; and 

(b) those affecting the rights, reputation, and conduct

of individual representatives. 

(·2) The Speaker shall decide all questions of order and

pdvilege, subject to an appeal by any representative 

seconded by two representatives. 

B20-20. Liaita on lobbying. Lobbying on the House floor 

and in the anteroom is prohibited during a daily session, 2

hours before the session, and 2 hours after the session. 

B20-3D. Admittance to the Bouse floor. The following 
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persons may be admitted to the House floor during a daily

session: present and former legislators; legislative 

employees necessary for the conduct of the session; 

accredited news staff; and members' spouses and children. 

The Speaker may allow exceptions to this rule. 

820-40. Dilatory motions or questions. The House has a 

right to protect itself from dilatory motions or questions 

used for the purpose of delaying or obstructing business. 

The presiding officer shall decide if motions (except a

call of the House) or questions are dilatory. This decision 

may be appealed to the.Ho�qe. 
.. � 

B20-SD. Opening and order of business. The opening of 

each legislative day must include an invocation, the pledge 

of allegiance, and roll call. Following the opening, the 

order of business of the House is as follows: 

(1) communications and petitions;

(2) reports of standing committees;

(3) reports of select committees;

(4) messages from the Senate;

(5) messages from the Governor;

(6) first reading and commitment of bills;

(7) second reading of bills;

(8) third reading of bills;

(9) motions;

(10) unfinished business;
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(11) special orders of the day; and 

(12) announcement of committee meetings. 

820-60. Lobbying by employees. (11 A legislative 

employee, intern, or aide of either house is prohibited from 

lobbying, although a legislative committee may request 

testimony from a person so restricted. 

(2) The Speaker. or the Legislative Administration 

Committee may discipline or discharge any House employee 

violating this prohibition. The Speaker or the committee may 

withdraw the privileges of 

violating this prohibition. 

any House aide or intern 

820-70. Papers distributed on desks. A paper concerning 

proposed legislation may not be placed on representatives' 

desks unless it is signed and permission has been granted by 

the Speaker. The 

distribution. 

Sergeant-at-Arms 

Chapter 3 

C0111111ittees 

shall direct its 

B30-10. Bouse standing co-ittees. The following are 

the House standing committees: Agriculture, Livestock, and 

Irrigation; Appropriations; Business and Economic 

Development; Education and Cultural Resources; Fish and 

Game; Highways and Transportation; Human Services and Aging; 

Judiciary; Labor and Employment Relations; Legislative 

Administration; Local Government; Natural Resources; Rules; 
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State Administration; and Taxation. 

830-20. Chairman's duties. The chairman of a committee 

is the presiding officer of that co111111ittee and is 

responsible for maintaining order within the committee room 

and its envitons, scheduling hearings and executive action, 

supervising committee work, and certifying committee reports 

and minutes. 

830-30. Officers as members. The Speaker, majority 

leader, and minority leader are ex officio, nonvoting 

members of all House 

considered in the 

·committees. They are 
:.,_..,--r-'' 
quorum, but they 

establishing a quorum. 

not required to be 

may count toward 

B30-40. Committee action. (1) When legislation is 

referred to a committee, it may recommend approval or 

disapproval, with or without amendment. 

(2) The committee may recommend that a bill on which it 

has made a favorable recommendation by unanimous vote be 

placed on the consent calendar. 

(3) The committee may not report a bill to the House 

without recommendation. 

(4) If a bill is withdrawn from a committee and brought 

to the House floor without a committee recommendation, the 

bill must include amendments formally adopted by committee 

action as reflected in committee minutes for debate on 

second reading. 
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Hl0-50. Reconsideration in committee. A committee, 

including the Committee of the Whole, may at any time prior 

to submitting a ceport to the Chief Cleek reconsider its 

pcevious action on legislation. 

HJ0-60. Legislation requested by a collllllittee. At least 

two-thirds of all the repcesentatives of a standing 

committee must have voted in favor of the question to allow 

the committee to request the drafting at introduction of 

legislation. Votes requesting drafting and introduction of 

committee legislation may be taken jointly oc separately. 

Hl0-70. Rules committee makeup. The Speaker will 

determine the total number of members and the 

division, but each party will appoint its own membecs. 

Chapter 4 

Legislation 

party 

H40-10. Introduction deadlines. (1) Except as provided 

in subsection (2), if a representative accepts drafted 

legislation from the Legislative Council after the deadline 

for introduction, the representative may not introduce that 

legislation after 48 hours from the time the bill was 

accepted from the Legislative Council. 

(2) No bill or resolution may be introduced any later 

than 5 p.m. 5 legislative days prior to the appropriate 

transmittal deadline. 

H40-20. House resolutions. (l) A House resolution is 
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used to adopt or amend House rules, make recommendations on 

the districting and apportionment plan (Montana 

Constitution, Art. V, Sec. 14), express the sentiment of the 

House, or assist House operations. 

(2) As to drafting, introduction, and refercal, a House 

resolution is treated as a bill. Final passage of a House 

resolution is determined by the Committee of the Whole 

report. A House resolution does not progress to third 

reading. 

(3) The Chief Clerk shall transmit a copy of each 

passed House resolution,co the Senate and the Secretary of 

State. 

H40-30. Cosponsors. (1) Prior to submitting legislation 

to the Chief Clerk for introduction, the chief sponsor may 

add representatives and senators as cosponsors by having 

them sign the three copies. 

(2) After legislation is submitted for introduction but 

befoce the legislation returns from the first House 

committee, the chief sponsor may add or remove cosponsors by 

filing a cosponsor form with the Chief Clerk. This filing 

must be noted by the Chief Clerk for the record on Order of 

Business No. 11. 

840-40. Introduction. (1) During a session, proposed 

House legislation may be introduced in the House by 

submitting it in triplicater endorsed with the signature of 
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a representative as chief sponsor, to the Chief Clerk for 

introduction. In each session of the Legislature, the 

proposed legislation must be numbered consecutively by type 

in the order of receipt. Submission and numbering of 

properly endorsed legislation constitutes introduction. 

(2) Preintroduction of legislation prior to a session 

under provisions of the joint rules constitutes introduction 

in the House. 

(3) Acknowledgment by the Chief Clerk of receipt of 

legislation transmitted from the Senate for consideration by 

the House constitutes introduction of the Senate legislation 

in the House. 

B40-50. First reading. Legislation properly introduced 

or received in the House must be announced across the 

rostrum and public notice provided. This announcement 

constitutes first reading, and no debate or motion is in 

order except that a representative may question adherence to 

rules. 

B40-60. One reading per day. Except on the final 

legislative day, legislation may receive no more than one 

reading per legislative day. On the final legislative day, 

legislation may receive more than one reading. 

H40-70. Referral. (ll The Speaker shall refer to a 

House committee all properly introduced House legislation 

and transmitted Senate legislation. 
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(2) Legislation may not receive final passage and 

approval unless it has been referred to a House committee. 

H40-B0. Rereferral. Legislation that is in the 

possession of the House and that has not been killed may be 

rereferred to a House committee by House motion approved by 

not less than three-fifths of the members present and 

voting. 

H40-90. Legislation withdrawn from committee. tl::t 

Legislation not-pre•iotts¼y-adopted-on-second-reading-in-the 

Ho~se may be withdrawn ~,;om a House committee by House 

motion approved by not less than three-fifths of the members 

present and voting. 

t~t--be9is½ation--pre•iotts¼y--adopted--on-second-readin9 

and-rereEer~ed-to-a-Hottse-eol'lllllittee-other-than-the-ecfflJl\ittee 

to-which-it-had-origina¼ly-been-reEerred--may--be--withdrawn 

from--a-Hottse-committee-by-Hottse-motion-appro•ed-by-not-less 

than-a-ma;ority-of-the-members-present-and-•otingT 

H40-100. Standing committee reports. (1) A House 

standing committee recommendation of "do pass" or 11 be 

concurred in" must be announced across the rostrum and, if 

there is no objection to form, is considered adopted. 

(2) A recommendation of "do not pass" or "be not 

concurred in" must be announced across the rostrum and, on 

the following legislative day, may be debated and adopted or 

rejected on Order of Business No. 2. A motion to reject an 
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adverse committee report on-a-bill-not-previously-adopted-on 

second---reading must be approved by not less than 

three-fifths of the members voting. A-motion--to--rejeet--an 

adverae--eommittee--report--on--a-bill-previoualy-adopted-on 

aeeond-reading-and-rere!erred-to--a--Hottse--eommittee--other 

than--the-eommittee-to-wh¼eh-it-had-been-orig¼na¼¼y-referred 

must-be-approved-by-not-l~as-than-a-majority-of-the--members 

present--and--votingT Failure to adopt a motion to reject an 

adverse committee report constitutes adoption of the report. 

(3) If the House rejects an adverse committee report, 

the bill progresses to second reading, as scheduled by the 

Speaker, with any amendments recommended by the committee. 

B40-110. Consent calendar procedure. Noncontroversial 

bills and simple and joint resolutions may be recommended 

for the consent calendar by a standing committee and 

processed according to the following provisions: 

(1) to be eligible for the consent calendar, the 

legislation must receive a unanimous vote by the members of 

the standing committee in attendance (do pass, do pass as 

amended), In addition, a motion must be made and passed 

unanimously to place the legislation on the consent calendar 

and this action reflected in the committee report. 

Appropriation or revenue bills may not be recommended for 

the consent calendar, 

(2) The legislation must then be sent to be processed 
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and reproduced as a third reading version and specifically 

marked as a "consent calendar•• item. 

(3) Legislation must be posted immediately (as soon as 

it is received as a third reading version) on the consent 

calendar and must remain there for 1 legislative day before 

consideration under Order of Business No. 11, special orders 

of the day. At that time, the presiding officer shall 

announce consideration of the consent calendar and allow 

"reasonable time 11 for questions and answers upon request. No 

debate is allowed. ~· 
(4) If any three• ''iepresentatives submit written 

objections to the placement of the legislation on the 

consent calendar, the legislation must be removed from the 

consent calendar and added to the regular second reading 

board. 

(5) Consent calendar legislation will be considered on 

Order of Business No. 8, third reading of bills, following 

the regular third reading agenda. 

(6) Legislation on the consent calendar must be 

considered individually with the roll call vote spread on 

the journal as the final vote in the House. 

(7) Legislation passed on the consent calendar must 

then be transmitted to the Senate. 

B40-l20. Legislation requiring other than a majority 

vote. Legislation that requires other than a majority vote 
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for final passage needs only a majority vote for any action 

that is taken prior to final passage and that normally 

requires a majority vote. 

B40-130. Amending Bouse second and third reading 

agendas. (l) A majority of representatives present may 

rearrange or remove legislation from either the second or 

third reading agenda on. that legislative day. 

(2) Legislation may be added to the second or third 

reading agenda on that legislative day on a motion approved 

by not less than three-fifths of the members present and 

voting. 

B40-140. Second reading. (1) Legislation returned from 

committee may be placed on second reading unless otherwise 

ordered by the House. 

(2) The House shall form itself into a Committee of the 

Whole to consider business on second reading. The Committee 

of the Whole may debate legislation, attach amendments, and 

recommend approval or disapproval of legislation. 

(3) Except on the final legislative day, at least 1 

legislative day must elapse between the time legislation is 

reported from committee and the time it is considered on 

second reading. 

( 4) If a motion to recommend that a bi 11 "do pass" or 

"be concurred in" fails in the Committee of the Whole, the 

obverse, i.e., a recommendation that the bi.11 "do not pass" 
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or "be not concurred in", is considered to have passed. 

(5) An amendment attached to legislation by the 

Committee of the Whole remains unless removed by further 

legislative action. 

(6) When the Committee of the Whole reports to the 

House, the House shall adopt or reject the Committee of the 

Whole report. If the House rejects the Committee of the 

Whole report, the legislation remains on second reading, as 

amended by the Committee of the Whole, unless the House 

orders otherwise. ~, 
(7) A representati~e· may move to segregate legislation 

from the Committee of the Whole report before the report is 

adopted. Segregated legislation, as amended by the Committee 

of the Whole, must be placed on second reading unless the 

House orders otherwise. 

B40-150. Amendments in the Committee of the Whole. [l) 

All Committee of the Whole amendments must be checked by the 

House amendments coordinator for format, style, clarity, 

consistency, and other factors, in accordance with the most 

recent Bill Drafting Manual published by the Legislative 

Council, before the amendment may be accepted at the 

rostrum. The amendment form must include the date and time 

the amendment is submitted for that check, 

(2) An amendment submitted to the rostrum for 

consideration by the Committee of the Whole must be marked 
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as checked by the amendments coordinator and signed by a 

representative. 

(3) A copy of every amendment rejected by the Committee 

of the Whole must be kept as part of the official records. 

B40-160. Motions in the C0111111ittee of the Whole. (l) 

When the House resolves itself into a Committee of the 

Whole, the only motions in order are to: 

(a) amend; 

(b) recoillltlend passage or nonpassage; 

(c) recommend concurrence or nonconcurrence; 

(d) indefinitely postpone; 

(e) reconsider; 

(f) pass consideration; 

(g) call for cloture; 

(h) rise, rise and report, or rise and report progress 

and beg leave to sit again; and 

(i) to change the order in which legislation is placed 

on the agenda. 

(2) Subsections (l)(e) through (l)(h) are nondebatable 

but may be amended. 

(3) If a quorum of representatives is not present 

during second reading, the Committee of the Whole may 

conduct no business on legislation and a motion for a call 

of the House without a quorum is in order. 

1140-170. Limits on debate in the Committee of the 
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Whole. (1) Except for the representative who makes a motion, 

no representative may speak more than once on the motion and 

for no more than 5 minutes. The representative who makes 

the motion may have 5 minutes to close. 

(2) After at least two proponents and two opponents 

have spoken on a question and 45 minutes have elapsed, a 

motion to call for cloture is in order. Approval by not less 

than two-thirds of the members present and voting is 

required to sustain a motion for cloture. Notwithstanding 

the passage of a motion to end debate, the sponsor of the 

motion on which debate was,anded may close. 
4 ... 

(3) By previous agreement of the Speaker and the 

minority floor leader, a bill or resolution may be allocated 

a predetermined amount of time for debate and number of 

speakers. 

B40-1B0. Special provisions for debate on the general 

appropriations bill. (l) The Appropriations Committee 

chairman, in presenting the bill, is not subject to the 

5-minute speaking limitation. 

(2) Each appropriations subcommittee chairman shall 

fully present his or her portion of the bill. A subcommittee 

chairman is not subject to the 5-minute speaking limitation. 

(3) After the presentation by the subcommittee 

chairman, the respective section of the bill is open for 

debate, questions, and amendments. 
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(4) An amendment that affects more than one section of 

the bill must be offered when the first section affected is 

consideted. 

(5) Following completion of the debate on each section, 

that section is closed and may not be reopened except by 

majority vote. 

(6) If a member moves to reopen a section for 

amendment, only the amendment of that member may be 

entertained. Another member wishing to amend the same 

section shall make a separate motion to reopen the section. 

(7) Debate on the motion to reopen a section is limited 

to the question of reopening the section. The amendment 

itself may not be debated at that time. This limitation does 

not prohibit the member from explaining the amendment to be 

considered. 

(8) A motion for cloture is not in order during debate 

on the general appropriations bill. 

B40-l90. Engrossing. (l) After legislation is passed on 

second reading, it must be engrossed within 48 hours under 

the direction of the Speaker. The Speaker may grant 

additional time for engrossing. 

(2) When the legislation has been reported correctly 

engrossed, it may be placed on third reading on the 

following legislative day. On the final legislative day, the 

correctly engrossed legislation may be placed on third 
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reading on the same legislative day. 

B40-200. Third reading. ( 1) All bills, joint 

resolutions, and Senate amendments to House bills and 

resolutions passing second reading must be placed on third 

reading. 

(2) Legislation on third reading may not be amended or 

debated. 

(3) The Speaker shall state the question on legislation 

on third reading. If a majority of the representatives 

voting does not 

third reading. 

appro~t the legislation, it fails to pass 
I~, ' 

B40-210. Senate legislation in the House. Senate 

legislation properly transmitted to the House must be 

treated as House legislation. 

B40-220. Senate amendments to Bouse legislation. (1) 

When the Senate has properly returned House legislation with 

Senate amendments, the House shall announce the amendments 

on Order of Business No. 4, and the Speaker shall place them 

on second reading for debate. 

( 2) If the House accepts Senate amendments on 

legislation requiring more than a majority vote for final 

passage, the House, following approval of the Senate 

amendments on third reading, shall place the final form of 

the legislation on third reading to determine if the 

required vote is obtained. 
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(3) If the House rejects the Senate amendments, the 

House may request the Senate to recede from its amendments 

or may direct appointment of a conference committee and 

request the Senate to appoint a like committee. 

840-230. Conference committee reports. (1) When a House 

conference colMlittee files a report, the report must be 

announced under Order of Business No. 3. 

(2) The House may debate and adopt or reject the 

conference committee report on second reading on any 

legislative day. The House may reconsider its action in 

rejecting a conference committee report under rules for 

reconsideration, HS0-160. 

(3) If both the House and the Senate adopt the same 

conference committee report on legislation requiring more 

than a majority vote for final passage, the House, following 

approval of the conference committee report on third 

reading, shall place the final form of the legislation on 

third reading to determine if the required vote is obtained. 

(4) If the House rejects a conference committee report, 

the committee continues to exist unless dissolved by the 

Speaker or by motion. The committee may file a subsequent 

report. 

(5) A House conference committee may confer regarding 

matters assigned to it with any Senate conference committee 

with like jurisdiction and submit recommendations for 
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consideration of the House. 

H40-240. Enrolling. (1) When House legislation has 

passed both houses, it must be enrolled within 48 hours 

under the direction of the Speaker. The Speaker may grant 

additional time for enrolling, 

(2) The chief sponsor of the legislation shall examine 

the enrolled legislation and, if it has no enrolling errors, 

shall, within l legislative day, certify the legislation as 

correctly enrolled. 

(3) The correctly enrolled legislation must be 

delivered to the Speaker, W,ho shall sign the legislation not 
1 ., ' 

later than the following legislative day. When enrolled 

legislation is delivered on the final legislative day, the 

Speaker shall sign it that day. 

(4) After the legislation has been reported correctly 

enrolled but before it is signed, any representative may 

examine the legislation. 

B40-250. Governor's amendments. (1) When the Governor 

returns a bill with recommended amendments, the House shall 

announce the amendments under Order of Business No. 5. 

(2) The House may debate and adopt or reject the 

Governor's recommended amendments on second reading on any 

legislative day. 

(3) If both the House and the Senate accept the 

Governor•s recommended amendments on a bill that requires 
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more tban a majority vote for final passage, the House shall 

place the final form of the legislation on third reading to 

determine if the required vote is obtained. 

840-260. Governor's veto. (l) When the Governor returns 

a bill with a veto, the House shall announce the veto under 

Order of Business No •. 5. 

(2) On any legislative day, a representative may move 

to override the Governor's veto by a two-thirds vote under 

Order of Business No. 9. 

Chapter 5 

Floor Actions 

BS0-10. Attendance. (1) A representative, unless 

excused, is required to be present at every sitting of the 

House. 

(2) A representative may request in writing to be 

excused for a specified cause by his party leader. This 

excused absence is not a leave with cause from a call of the 

Bouse. 

BS0-20. Quorum. (1) A quorum of the House is fifty-one 

representatives (Montana Constitution, Art. V, Sec. 10). 

12) Any representative may question the lack of a 

quorum at any time a vote is not being taken. The question 

is nondebatable, may not be amended, and is resolved by a 

roll call. 

(3) The House may conduct no business without a quorum, 
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except that representatives present may convene, compel the 

attendance of absent representatives, or adjourn. 

es0-30. Call of the Bouse without a quorum. 11) In the 

absence of a quorum, a majority of the representatives 

present may compel the attendance of absent representatives 

through a 9all of the House without a quorum. The motion for 

the call is nondebatable, may not be amended, and is in 

order at any time it has been established that a quorum is 

not present. 

(2) During a ~.,.i.i'.' of the Bouse, all business is 

suspended. Na motion is in order except a motion to adjourn 

or to remove the call. 

13) When a quorum has been achieved under the call, the 

call is automatically lifted. The call may also be lifted by 

adjournment or by two-thirds of the representatives present 

and voting. 

850-40. Call of the Bouse with a quorum. 11) If a 

quorum is present but at least one representative is excused 

or absent, one-third of the representatives present and 

voting may order a call of the Bouse with a quorum. 

(2) The motion for a call is nondebatable, may not be 

amended, and is in order at any time a vote is not being 

taken, except that a call of the House with a quorum is not 

allowed in the Co1M1ittee of the Whole. 

(3) During a call of the House, all business is 
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suspended, No motion ls in order except a motion to adjourn 

or to remove the call. 

(4) When all representatives are present, except those 

on leave with cause, the call is automatically lifted. The 

call may also be lifted by adjournment or by two-thirds of 

the representatives present and voting. 

BS0-50. Leave with cause. (1) During a call of the 

House, a representative with an overriding medical or 

personal reason may request a leave with cause. 

(2) If the representative is present at the time of the 

call, the Speaker may approve a request for a leave with 

cause. 

(3) If the representative is not present at the time of 

the call, two-thirds of the representatives present and 

voting may approve a request for leave with cause. 

(4) During a call of the House, a representative on 

leave with cause may not cast an absentee vote. 

&50-60. NOtions. (1) Any representative may propose a 

motion allo~ed by the rules for the order of business under 

which the motion is offered for the consideration of the 

House. Unless otherwise specified in rule or law, a majority 

of repreeentatives voting is necessary and sufficient to 

decide a motion. 

(2) Seconds to motions on the House floor are not 

required. 
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(3) Absentee votes are not allowed on votes that are 

specified as 11 representatives present and voting 0
• 

BS0-70. Limits on debate of debatable motions. (1) 

Except for the representative who places a debatable motion 

before the body, no representative may speak more than once 

on the question unless a unanimous House consents. The 

representative who places the motion may close. 

(2) No representative may speak for more than 15 

minutes on the same question, except that a representative 

may have 5 minutes to -close. . ,,, ' 

BS0-80. Nondebatable motions. (1) A representative has 

the right to understand any question before the House and, 

usually under the administration of the presiding officer, 

may ask quest~ons to exercise this right. 

(2) The following motions are nondebatable: 

(a) to adjourn; 

(b) for a call of the House; 

(c) to recess or rise; 

(d) for parliamentary inquiry; 

(e) to table or take from the table; 

(f) to call for the previous question or cloture; 

(g) to amend a nondebatable motion; 

(h) to divide a question; 

(i) to postpone consideration to a day certain; 

(j) to suspend the rules; and 
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(k) all incidental motions, such as motions relating to 

voting or of a general procedural nature. 

B50-90. Questions. A representative may, through the 

presiding officer, ask questions of another representative 

during a floor session. There is no limit on questions and 

answers, except as provided in H20-40. 

B50-100. Amending motions limitations .. ( l) A 

representative may move to amend the specific provisions of 

a motion without changing its substance. 

(2) No more than one motion to amend a motion is in 

order at any one time. 

(3) A motion for a call of the House, for the previous 

question, to table, or to take from the table may not be 

amended. 

B50-110. Substitute 1DOtions. (l) When a question is 

before the House, no substitute motion may be made except 

the following, which have precedence in the order listed: 

(a) to adjourn, 

(b) for a call of the Bouse; 

(c) to recess or rise; 

(d) for a question of privilege; 

(e) 

( f) 

(g) 

(h) 

to table; 

to call for the previous question or cloture; 

to postpone consideration to a day certain; 

to refer to a committee, 
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(i) to propose amendments; and 

(j) to postpone indefinitely. 

(2) Nothing in this section allows a motion that would 

not otherwise be allowed under a particular order of 

business. 

(3) No more than one substitute motion is in order at 

any one time. 

B50-120. Withdrawing actions. A representative who 

proposes a motion may withdraw it before it is voted on or 
., .. , 

amended. ' .. , ' 

850-130. Dividing a question. A representative may move 

to divide a question if it includes two or more propositions 

so distinct that they can be separated and if at least one 

substantive'question remains after one substantive question 

is removed. 

B50-140. Previous question. (1) If a majority of 

representatives present and voting adopts a motion for the 

previous question, debate is closed on the question and it 

must be brought to a vote. The Speaker may not entertain a 

motion to end debate unless at least one proponent and one 

opponent have spoken on the question. 

(2) Notwithstanding the passage of a motion to end 

debate, the sponsor of the motion on which debate was ended 

may close. 

H50-150. Questions requiring other than a majority 
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vote. The following questions require the vote specified: 

(1) a call of the House with a quorum (one-third of the 

members present and voting); 

(2) a motion to lift a call of the House (two-thirds of 

the members present and voting); 

(3) a motion to amend or suspend rules (two-thirds of 

the members voting); 

(41 a motion to record a vote (one representative); 

(5) a motion to spread a vote on the journal (two 

representatives); 

(6) a motion to overc-ide the Governor's veto 

(two-thirds of each house); 

(7) a motion to approve a bill to appropriate the 

principal of the coal trust fund (three-fourths of each 

house); 

(8) a motion to approve a bill to appropriate highway 

revenue as described in Article VIII, section 6, of the 

Montana Constitution for purposes other than therein 

described (three-fifths of each house); 

(9) a motion to approve a bill proposing to amend the 

Montana Constitution (two-thirds of the entire Legislature); 

(10) an appeal of the ruling of the presiding officer 

(three representatives); 

(11) a motion to speak more than once on a debatable 

motion (unanimous vote); 
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(12) a motion to overturn an adverse committee report 

(three-fifths of the members voting); 

(13) a motion to rerefer a bill from one committee to 

another (three-fifths of the members present and voting); 

(14) a motion to withdraw a bill from a committee 

(three-fifths of the members present and voting); 

(15) a motion to add legislation to the second or third 

reading agenda (three-fifths of the members present and 

voting); 

(16) any motion t~ r~~ove legislation from its normal 
-~ 

progress through the House as provided under these rules and 

reassign it unless otherwise specifically provided by these 

rules (three-fifths of the members present and voting); 

(17) a motion to change a vote (unanimous); 

(18) a motion to call for cloture (two-thirds of the 

members present and voting); and 

(19) a motion to approve leave with cause during a call 

of the house (two-thirds of the members present and voting). 

850-160. Reconsideration. (1) Any representative may, 

within 1 legislative day of a vote, move to reconsider the 

House vote on any matter still within the control of the 

House. 

(2) A motion for reconsideration, unless tabled or 

replaced by a substitute motion, must be disposed of when 

made. 
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(3) When a motion for reconsideration fails, the 

question is finally settled. A motion for reconsideration 

may not be renewed or reconsidered. 

(4) A motion to recall legislation from the Senate 

constitutes a motion to reconsider and is subject to the 

same rules. 

BS0-170. Renewing procedural motions. The House may 

renew a procedural motion if further House business has 

intervened. 

BS0-180. Tabling. Cl) Under Order of Business No. 9, a 

representative may move to table any question, motion, or 

legislation before the House except the question of a quorum 

or a call of the House. The motion is nondebatable and may 

not be amended. 

(2) When a matter has been tabled, a representative may 

move to take it from the table under Order of Business No. 9 

on any legislative day. 

B50-190. Indefinite postponement. A 

representatives may indefinitely 

properly before the Bouse, 

postpone 

majority of 

any matter 

B50-200. Voting. Cl) The representatives shall vote to 

decide any motion or question properly before the House. 

Each representative has one vote. 

(2) The House may, without objection, use a voice vote 

on procedural motions that are not required to be recorded 
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in the journal. If a representative rises and objects, the 

House shall record the vote. 

(3) The House shall record the vote on all substantive 

questions. If the voting system is inopecable, the Chief 

Clerk shall record the repcesentatives' votes by other 

means. 

850-210. Changing a vote. (l) A representative may move 

to change his vote within 1 legislative day of the vote. The 

motion is nondeba.tat~J~· A unanimous House shall consent to 
j "' ' 

the change. The representative making the motion shall first 

specify the question and the original vote tally. 

(2) An error caused by a malfunction of the voting 

system may be corrected without a vote. 

B50-220. Absentee votes. (1) An excused representative 

may file an absentee vote authorization form to vote during 

the excused absence on any vote for which absentee voting is 

allowed. 

(2) An excused representative shall sign an absentee 

vote authorization form that specifies the motion and the 

desired vote. 

(3) The absentee vote authorization form must be handed 

in at the rostrum by the party whip or designated 

representative before voting on the motion has commenced. 

(4) The absentee vote authorization may be revoked 

before the vote by the member who signed the authorization. 
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B50-230. Recess. The House may stand at ease or, by 

majority vote, may recess under any order of business. The 

recess may be ended at the call of the chair or at a time 

specified. 

HS0-240. Adjournment for a legislative day. (1) A 

representative may mov~ that the House adjourn for that 

legislative day. The motion is nondebatable and may be made 

under any order of business except Order of Business No. 7. 

(2) A motion to adjourn for a legislative day must 

specify a date and time for the House to convene on the 

subsequent legislative day. 

B50-250. Adjournment sine die. A representative may 

move that the House adjourn for the session. The motion is 

nondebatable and may be made under any order of business 

except Order of Business No. 7. 

Chapter 6 

Rules 

B60-10. Bouse rules. (l) The House may adopt, through a 

House resolution passed by a majority of its members, rules 

to govern its proceedings. 

(2) After· adoption of the House rules, two-thirds of 

22 the representatives voting must vote in favor of the 

23 question to amend the rules. 

24 (3) The Speaker shall refer to the House Rules 

25 Committee all resolutions for House rules. 
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(4) The House Rules Committee shall report all 

resolutions for House rules within 1 legislative day of 

referral. 

860-20. Tenure of rules. Rules adopted by the House 

remain in effect until removed by House resolution or until 

a new House is elected and takes office. 

860-30. Suspension of rules. The House may suspend a 

House rule on a motion approved by not less than two-thirds 

of the members voting. 

B60-40. Suppleme~~,arY rules. Mason's Manual of 

Legislative Procedure (1989) governs House proceedings in 

all cases not covered by House rules. 

860-50. Interpreting rules. The Speaker shall interpret 

all questio~s on House rules, subject to appeal by any 

fifteen representatives to the House Rules Committee. The 

decision of the House Rules Committee may be appealed to the 

House by any representative. 

860-60. Joint rules superseded. A House rule, insofar 

as it relates to the internal proceedings of the House, 

supersedes a joint rule. 

-End-
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HOUSE RESOLUTION NO. l 

INTRODUCED BY DRISCOLL 

BY REQUEST OF THE HOUSE RULES COMMITTEE 

A RESOLUTION OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE Ot' 

MONTANA TO ADOPT RULES TO GOVERN ITS PROCEEDINGS. 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE 

OF MONTANA: 

That the following rules be adopted: 

Chapter l 

Administration 

Bl0-10. Bouse officers. (1) House officers include a 

Speaker, a Speaker pro tempore, majority and minority floor 

leaders, and majority and minority whips {section 5-2-221, 

MCA). 

(2) A majority of representatives voting elects the 

Speaker and Speaker pro tempore from the House membership. A 

majority of each caucus voting nominates House members to 

the remaining offices, and those nominees are considered to 

have been elected by a majority vote of the House. 

Bl0-20. Speaker's duties. (1) The Speaker is the 

presiding officer of the House, with authority for 

administration, order, and decorum. 

(2) The Speaker may order the galleries or lobbies 
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cleared in case of disturbance or disorderly conduct. 

(3) The Speaker shall appoint and may remove the 

members of all standing and select committees not otherwise 

specified by law or rule. 

(4) The Speaker shall sign a]l necessary certifications 

by the House, including enrolled bills and resolutions, 

journals (section 5-11-201, MCA), subpoenas, and payrolls. 

(5) The Speaker shall arrange the agendas for second 
. ·f'' 

and third readings eaCh legislative day. Representatives may 

amend the agendas as provided in H4O-13O. 

(6) The Speaker is the chief administrative officer of 

the House, with authority for supervising all House 

' 
employees. The Speaker may seek the advice and counsel of 

the Legislative Administration Committee regarding 

employees. 

B10-30. Speaker-elect. During the transition period 

between the party organization caucuses and the electio11 of 

House officers, the Speaker-elect has the responsibilities 

a11d ~ulhority appropriate to organize the House (section 

5-2-202, MCA). Authority includes approving 

expenditl1res. 

presession 

Hl0-40. Speaker pro tempore duties. The Speaker pro 

temv0re shdll act as the presiding officer in the absence of 

the Sp~dker an~ shdll carry out other duties assigned by the 

Spedker. 
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B10-50, Legislative Administration Committee duties. 

{l) The Legislative Administration Committee shall consider 

matters relating to legislative administration, staffing 

patterns, budgets, equipment, operations, and expenditures. 

(2) The committee shall have authority to act in the 

interim to prepare for future legislative sessions. It may 

delegate.specific du~ies to a legislative agency. 

(3) The committee shall approve contracts for purchase 

or lease of equipment and supplies for the House, subject to 

the approval of the Speaker. 

(4J The committee shall comprise th~ Ho~se memb~rship 

of the Joint Legislative Administration Committee. 

810-60. Employees. (1) The Speaker shall appoint a 

Chief Clerk, Sergeant-at-Arms, and Chaplain, subject to 

confirmation of the House (section 5-2-221, MCA). 

(2) The Speaker shall recommend to the Legislative 

Administration Committee employment of necessary staff. 

(3) The secretary for a standing or select committee is 

generally responsible to the committee chairman but shall 

work under the direction of the Chief Clerk. 

(41 The Speaker and majority and minority floor leaders 

may each appoint a private secretary. 

Hl0-70. Chief Clerk•s duties. The Chief Clerk, under 

the supervision of the Speaker, is responsible to: 

(1) have custody of all records and documents of the 
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House; 

(2) supervise the handling of legislation in the House, 

the House journal, and other House publications; deliver to 

the Secretary of State at the close of each session the 

House journal, bill and resolution records, and all original 

House bills and joint resolutions; collect minutes and 

exhibits from all House committees and subcommittees and 

deliver them, unbound, to the Legislative Council librarian 

who will arrange to have them copied on microfilm. A 

microfilm copy will be provided to the Legislative Council 

and the Montana :~a·t'e Law Library. The Legislative Fiscal 

Analyst will receive a microfilm copy of the minutes from 

the appropriation committee and subcommittees. After 

microfilming, the original minutes will be delivered to the 

Montana Historical Society. 

HlO~so. Sergeant-at-Arms duties. The Sergeant-at-Arms, 

under the supervision of the Speaker, has the responsibility 

to: 

(1) maintain order under the direction of the presiding 

officer; 

(2) execute commands and serve all processes of the 

House; and 

(3) rece1ve, distribule, and have custody of House 

supplies and equipment. 

Hl0-90. Legislative aides. (l) A legislative aide is a 
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person specifically designated by a representative to assist 

that representative in performing legislative duties. A 

representative may sponsor one legislative aide a session by 

written notification to the Sergeant-at-Arms. 

( 2) No representative may designate a second 

legislative aide in the same session without the approval of 

the House Rules Committee. 

(3) A legislative aide must be of legal age unless 

otherwise approved by the House Rules Committee. 

(4) The Sergeant-at-Arms shall issue distinctive 

identification tags to legislative aides. The cost must be 

paid by the sponsoring representative. 

B10-100. Legislative .,interns. A legislative intern is a 

person designated under Title 5, chapter 6, MCA. 

Bl0-110. Bouse journal. (l) The House shall keep a 

journal, which is the official record of House actions 

(Montana Constitution, Art. v, Sec. 10). The journal must be 

prepared under the direction of the Speaker, 

(2) Records of the following proceedings must 

entered on the journal: 

be 

(a) the taking and subscription of the constitutional 

oath by repres~ntatives (Montana Constitution, Art. III, 

Sec. 3; 5-2-214); 

(b) committee reports; 

(c) messages from the Governor; 
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(d) messages from the Senate; 

(e) every motion, the name of the representative 

presenting it, and its disposition; 

(f) the introduction of legislation in the House; 

(g) consideration 

introduction; 

of legislation subsequent to 

{h) on final passage of legislation, the names of the 

representatives and their vote on the question (Montana 

Constitution, Art. v, s.~ .. 9· 11); 
+ .,., ' 

(ii roll call votes; and 

(j) upon a request by two representatives before a vote 

is taken, the names of the representatives and their votes 

on the question. 

(3) The Chief Clerk shall provide to the Legislative 

Council such information as may be required for the 

publication of the daily journal. Upon approval by the 

Speaker, the daily journal shall be reproduced and 

distributed. 

(4) Any representative may examine the daily journal 

and propose corrections. The speaket may direct a correction 

to be made when suggested subject to objection by the House. 

(5) The Speaker shall authenticate the House journal 

after the close of the session (section 5-11-201, MCA), 

( 6) The Legislative Council shall 

distribute t',e House journal (sections 
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5-11-203, MCA). The title of each bill must be listed in the 

index of the published session journal. 

B10-120. Votes recorded and public. Every vote of each 

representative on each substantive question in the House, in 

any committee, or in committee of the whole must be recorded 

and made public (Montana Constitution, Art, V, Sec. 11). 

BlD-130. Duration of legislative day. A legislative day 

ends either 24 hours after the House convenes for that day 

or at the time the House convenes for the following 

legislative day, whichever is earlier. 

Chapter 2 

DecorWII 

&20-10. Questions of order and privilege. (1) Questions 

of order and privilege, in order of precedence, are: 

ta) those affecting the collective rights, safety, 

dignity, and integrity of the House; and 

(b) those affecting the rights, reputation, and conduct 

of individual representatives. 

(2) The Speaker shall decide all q~estions of ordec and 

privilege, subject to an appeal by any representative 

seconded by two representatives. 

B20-20. Limits on lobbying. Lobbying on the House flooc 

and in the anteroom is prohibited during a daily session, 2 

hours before the session, and 2 hours after the session. 

B20-30. Admittance to the Bouse flooc. The following 
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persons may be admitted to the House flooc during a daily 

session: present and former legislators; legislative 

employees necessary for the conduct of the sessiOOi 

accredited news staff; and members• spouses and children. 

The Speaker may allow exceptions to this rule. 

B20-40. Dilatory motions or questions. The House has a 

right to protect itself from dilatory motions or questions 

used for the purpose of delaying or obstructing business. 

The presiding officer shall decide if motions (except a 

call of the House) or questions are dilatory. This decision 

may be appealed to the ~~use . . ,, ' 

&20-50. Opening and ordec of business. The opening of 

each legislative day must include an invocation, the pledge 

of allegiance, and roll call. Following the opening, the 

order of business of the House is as follows: 

( 1) communications and petitions; 

( 2) reports of standing committees; 

(3) reports of select committees; 

( 4) messages from the Senate; 

(5) messages from the Governor; 

(6) ficst reading and commitment of bills; 

(7) second reading of bills; 

( 8) third reading of bills; 

I 9 I mot ions; 

(10) unfinished business; 

-8- HR 1 
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(11) special orders of the day; and 

(12) announcement of committee meetings. 

B20-60. Lobbying by employees. (1) A legislative 

employee, intern, or aide of either house is prohibited from 

lobbying, although a legislative committee may request 

testimony from a perSon so restricted. 

(2) The Speaker or the Legislative Administration 

Committee may discipline or discharge any House employee 

violating this prohibition. The Speaker o, the committee may 

withdraw the privileges of any House aide or intern 

violating this prohibition. 

B20-70. Papers distributed on desks. A paper concerning 

proposed legislation may not be placed on representatives' 

desks unless it is signed and permission has been granted by 

the Speaker. The 

distribution. 

Sergeant-at-Arms 

Chaptec 3 

Committees 

shall direct its 

Bl0-10. Bouse standing committees. The following are 

the House standing committees: Agriculture, Livestock, and 

Irrigation; Appropriations; Business and Economic 

Development; Education and Cultural Resources; Fish and 

Game: Highways and Transportation; Human Services and Aging; 

Judiciary; Labor and Employment Relations; Legislative 

Administration; Local Government; Natural Resources; Rules; 

-9- HR l 
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State Administration; and Taxation. 

B30-20. Chairman's duties. The chairman of a committee 

is the presiding officer of that committee and is 

responsible for maintaining order within the committee room 

and its environs, scheduling hearings and executive action, 

supervising committee work, and certifying committee reports 

and minutes. 

Hl0-30. Officers as members. The Speaker, majority 

leader, and mino~ity leader are ex officio, nonvoting ~· ~· members of all House·committees. They are not required to be 

considered in the quorum, but they may count toward 

establishing a quorum. 

BJ0-40. Committee action. (1) When legislation is 

referred t~ a committee, it may recommend approval or 

disapproval, with or without amendment. 

(2) The committee may recommend that a bill on which it 

has made a favorable recommendation by unanimous vote be 

placed on the consent calendar. 

(3) The committee may not report a bill to the House 

without recommendation. 

(4) If a bill is withdrawn from a committee and brought 

to the House floor without a committee recommendation, the 

bill must include amendments formally adopted by committee 

action as reflected in committee minutes for debate on 

second readi117. 
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830-50. Reconsideration in committee. A committee, 

including the Committee of the Whole, may at any time prior 

to submitting a report to the Chief Clerk reconsider its 

previous action on legislation. 

830-60. Legislation requested by a committee. At least 

two-thirds of all the representatives of a standing 

committee must have voted in favor of the question to allow 

the committee to [equest the drafting or introduction of 

legislation. Votes requesting drafting and introduction of 

committee legislation may be taken jointly or separately. 

930-70. Rules committee makeup. The Speaker will 

determine the total number of members and the 

division, but each party will appoint its own members, 

Chapter 4 

Legislation 

party 

840-10. Introduction deadlines. (1) Except as provided 

in subsection (2), if a representative accepts drafted 

legislation from the Legislative Council after the deadline 

for introduction, the representative may not introduce that 

legislation after 48 hours from the time the bill was 

accepted from the Legislative Council. 

(2) No bill or resolution may be introduced any later 

than 5 p.m. 5 legislative days prior to the appropriate 

transmittal deadline, 

840-20. Bouse resolutions. (1) A House resolution is 
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used to adopt or amend House rules, make recommendations on 

the districting and apportionment plan (Montana 

Constitution, Art. v, Sec. 14), express the sentiment of the 

House, or assist House operations. 

(2) As to drafting, introduction, and referral, a House 

resolution is treated as a bill. Final passage of a House 

resolution is determined by the Committee of the Whole 

report. A House resolution does not progress to third 

reading. 

(3) The Chief Clerk shall transmit a copy of each 

passed House resol,ut,i~'h to the Senate and the Secretary of 

State. 

840-30. Cosponsors. (1) Prior to submitting legislation 

to the Chief Clerk for· introduction, the chief sponsor may 

add repres~ntatives and senatocs as cosponsors by having 

them sign the three copies. 

(2) After legislation is submitted for introduction but 

before the legislation returns from the first House 

committee, the chief sponsor may add or remove cosponsors by 

filing a cosponsor form with the Chief Clerk. This filing 

must be noted by the Chief Clerk for the record on Order of 

Business No. 11. 

840-40. Introduction. (1) During a session, proposed 

House legislation may be introduced in the House by 

submitting it in triplicate, endorsed with the signature of 

-12- HR l 
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a representative as chief sponsor, to the Chief Clerk for 

introduction. In each session of the Legislature, the 

proposed legislation must be numbered consecutively by type 

in the order of receipt. Submission and numbering of 

properly endorsed legislation constitutes introduction. 

(2) Preintroduction of legislation prior to a session 

under provisions of the joint rules constitutes introduction 

in the House. 

(3) Acknowledgment by the Chief Clerk of receipt of 

legislation transmitted from the Senate for consideration by 

the House constitutes introduction of the Senate legislation 

in the House. 

B40-50. First reading. Legislation pcopecly introduced 

or received in the House must be announced across the 

rostrum and public notice provided. This announcement 

constitutes first reading, and no debate or motion is in 

order except that a representative may question adherence to 

rules. 

B40-60. One reading per day. Except on the final 

legislative day, legislation may receive no more than one 

reading per legislative day. On the final legislative day, 

legislation may receive more than one reading. 

B40-70. Referral. (l) The Speaker shall refer to a 

House committee all properly introduced House legislation 

and transmitted Senate legislation. 
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(2) Legislation may not receive final passage and 

approval unless it has been referred to a House committee. 

H40-B0. Rereferral. Legislation that is in the 

possession of the House and that has not been killed may be 

rereferred to a House committee by House motion approved by 

not less than three-fifths of the members present and 

voting. 

840-90. Legislation withdrawn from committee. Ht 

Legislation not-pre•i?~sly-adopted-on-seeond-reading-in-the 
1:" . 

Hottee may be withdrawn from a House committee by House 

motion approved by not less than three-fifths of the members 

present and voting. 

ti)--begts¼ation--p~evtott5ly--adopted--on-seeond-resding 

and-rerererred-to-a-Ho~~e-eolM'l¼ttee-other-than-the-committee 

to-whieh-¼t-had-originaTly-been-reterred--may--be--vi~hdrawn 

from--a-Hon~e-committee-by-Hott9e-motion-approved-by-not-less 

than-a-majortty-0£-the-membcr9-presen~-and-votinge 

H40-100. Standing co1DD1ittee reports. (1) A House 

standing committee recommendation of 11 do pass" or 11 be 

concurred in 11 must be announced across the rostrum and, if 

there is no objection to form, is considered adopted. 

( 2) A recommendation of 11 do not pass" or 11 be not 

concurred in" must be announced across the rostrum and, on 

the following legislative day, may be debated and adopted or 

rejected on c~der of Business No. 2. A motion to reject an 
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adverse committee report on-a-bi¼¼-not-previons¼y-adopted-on 

second---read¼ng must be approved by not less than 

three-fifths of the members voting. A-met¼on--to--re;eet--an 

adverse--eoffln\¼ttee--report--en--a-bill-previottsly-adopted-on 

second-reading-and-rereEer~ed-to--a--Ho~~e--eom.ffltttee--other 

thon--the-cofflfflittee-to-which-it-had-been-origina¼¼y-referred 

mnst-be-approved-by-not-%ess-than-a-majority-of-the--members 

pre~ent--and--votingo Failure to adopt a motion to reject an 

adverse committee report constitutes adoption of the report. 

(3) If the House rejects an adverse committee report, 

the bill progresses to second reading, as scheduled by the 

Speaker, with any amendments recommended by the committee. 

&40-110. Consent calendar procedure. Noncontroversial 

bills and simple and joint resolutions may be recommended 

for the consent calendar by a standing committee and 

processed according to the following provisions: 

(l) to be eligible for the consent calendar, the 

legislation must ceceive a unanimous vote by the members of 

the standing committee in attendance (do pass, do pass as 

amended). In addition, a motion must be made and passed 

unanimously to place the legislation on the consent calendar 

and this action reflected in the committee report. 

Appropriation or revenue bills may not be recommended for 

the consent calendar. 

( 2) The legislation must then be sent to be processed 

-15- HR l 

~,f. "\. 

'. -~-J ',., ( '?.1 
.. };/ 

l 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

ll 

12 

l3 

l4 

15 

16 

11 

18 

19 

20 

2l 

22 

23 

24 

25 

and reproduced as a third reading version 

marked as a 1'consent calendar" item. 

and 

HR 0001/03 

specifically 

(3} Legislation must be posted immediately (as soon as 

it is received as a third reading version) an the consent 

calendar and must remain there for l legislative day before 

consideration under Order of Business No. 11, special orders 

of the day, At that time, the presiding officer shall 

announce consideration of the consent calendar and allow 

11 reasonable time 11 for questions and answers upon request. No 

debate is allowed. 

( 4) If any three representatives submit 
•"' 

objections to the 1 ?1~cement of the legislation 

written 

on the 

consent calendar, the legislation must be removed from the 

consent calendar and added to the regular second reading 

board. 

( 5) Consent calendar legislation will be considered on 

Order of Business No. 8, third reading of bills, following 

the regulac third reading agenda. 

(6) Legislation on the consent calendac must be 

considered individually with the roll call vote spread on 

the journal as the final vote in the House. 

(7) Legislation passed on the consent calendar must 

then be transmitted to the Senate. 

B40-120. Legislation requiring other than a majority 

vote. Legislation that requires other than a majority 
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for final passage needs only a majority vote for any action 

that is taken prior to final passage and that normally 

requires a majority vote. 

040-130. Amending House second and third reading 

agendas. (1) A majority of representatives present may 

rearrange or remove legislation from either the second or 

third reading agenda on that legislative day. 

(2) Legislation may be added to the second or third 

reading aqenda on that legislative day on a motion approved 

by not less than three-fifths of the members present and 

voting. 

840-140. Second reading. (1) Legislation returned from 

committee may be placed on second reading unless otherwise 

ocdered by the House. 

(2) The House shall form itself into a Committee of the 

Whole to consider business on second reading. The Committee 

of the Whole may debate legislation, attach amendments, and 

recommend approval or disapproval of legislation. 

(3) Except on the final legislative day, at least l 

legislative day must elapse between the time legislation is 

reported from committee and the time it is considered on 

second reading. 

(4) If a motion to recommend that a bill 11 do pass 11 or 

"be concurred in .. fails in the Committee of the Whole, the 

obverse, i.e., a recommendation that the bill 0 do not pass'1 
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or 11 be not concurred in", is considered to have passed. 

I 5) An amendment attached to legislation by the 

Committee of the Whole remains unless removed by further 

legislative action. 

(6) When the Committee of the Whole reports to the 

House, the House shall adopt or reject the Committee of the 

Whole report, If the House rejects the Committee of the 

Whole report, the legislation remains on second reading, as 

amended by the Commj~~ee of the Whole, unless the House ., ' 

orders otherwise. 

(7) A representative may move to segregate legislation 

from the Committee of the Whole report before the report is 

adopted. Se~regated legislation, as amended by the Committee 

of the Whole, must be placed on second reading unless the 

House orders otherwise. 

040-150. l\mendments in the Committee of the Whole. (1) 

All Committee of the Whole amendments must be checked by the 

House amendments coordinator for format, style, clarity, 

consistency, and other factocs, in accordance with the most 

recent Bill Drafting Manual published by the Legislative 

Council, before the amendment may be accepted at the 

rostrum. The amendment form must include the date and time 

the amendment is submitted for that check. 

(2) An amendment submitted to the rostrum foe 

consideration by the Committee of the Whole must be marked 
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as checked by the amendments coordinator and signed by a 

representative. 

(3) A copy of every amendment rejected by the Committee 

of the Whole must be kept as part of the official records. 

B40-160. Motions in the Committee of the Whole. (l) 

When the House resolves itself into a Committee of the 

Whole, the only motions in order are to: 

(a) amend; 

(b) recommend passage or nonpassage; 

(c) recommend concurrence or nonconcurrence; 

(d) indefinitely postpone; 

(e) reconsider; 

(f) pass consideration; 

(g) call for clotuce; 

lh) rise, rise and report, or rise and report progress 

and beg leave to sit again; and 

(i) to change the order in which legislation is placed 

on the agenda. 

(21 Subsections (l)(e) through (l)(h) are nondebatable 

but may be amended. 

(3) If a quorum of representatives is not present 

during second reading, the Committee of the Whole may 

conduct no business on legislation and a motion for a call 

of the House without a quorum is in order. 

840-170. Limits on debate in the Committee of the 
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Whole. (1) Except for the representative who makes a motion, 

no representative may speak more than once on the motion and 

for no more than 5 minutes. The representative who makes 

the motion may have 5 minutes to close. 

(2) After at least two proponents and two opponents 

have spoken on a question and 45 minutes have elapsed, a 

motion to cai1 for cloture is in order. Approval by not less 

than two-thirds of the members present and voting is 

required to sustain a motion for cloture. Notwithstanding 

the passage of a motion to end debate, the sponsor of the 

motion on which debate ,was ended may close. 
-~ 

(3) By previous agreement of the Speaker and the 

minority floor leader, a bill or resolution may be allocated 

a predetermined amount of time for debate and number of 

speakers. 

840-180. Special provisions for debate on the general 

appropriations bill. (11 The Appropriations Committee 

chairman, in presenting the bill, is not subject to the 

5-minute speaking limitation. 

(2) Each appropriations subcommittee chairman shall 

fully present his or hec portion of the bill. A subcommittee 

chaicman is not subject to the 5-rninute speaking limitation. 

(31 After the presentation by the subcommittee 

chairman, the respective section of the bill is open for 

debate, questions, and amendments. 
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(4) An amendment that affects more than one section of 

the bill must be offered when the first section affected is 

considered. 

(5) Following completion of the debate on each section, 

that section is closed and may not be reopened except by 

majority vote. 

(6) If a member moves to reopen a section for 

amendment, only the amendment of that member may be 

entertained. Another member wishing to amend the same 

section shall make a separate motion to reopen the section. 

(7) Debate on the motion to reopen a section is limited 

to the question of reopening the section. The amendment 

itself may not be debated at that time. This limitation does 

not prohibit the member from explaining the amendment to be 

considered. 

(8) A motion for cloture is not in order during debate 

on the general appropriations bill. 

B40-190. Engrossing. (l) After legislation is passed on 

second reading, it must be engrossed within 48 hours under 

the direction of the Speaker. The Speaker may 

additional time for engrossing. 

grant 

(2) When the legislation has been reported correctly 

engrossed, it may be placed on third reading on the 

following legislative day. On the final legislative day, the 

correctly engrossed legislation may be placed on third 
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reading on the same legislative day. 

B40-200. Third reading. ( 1) All bills, joint 

resolutions, and Senate amendments to House bills and 

resolutions passing second reading must be placed on third 

reading. 

(2) Legislation on third reading may not be amended or 

debated. 

(3) The Speaker shall state the question on legislation 

on third reading. If a majority of the representatives 
," 

voting does not aPP[ove the legislation, it fails to pass 

third reading. 

B40-210. Senate legislation in the House. Senate 

legislation properly transmitted to the House must be 

treated aS House legislation. 

B40-220. Senate amendments to Bouse legislation. (1) 

When the Senate has properly returned House legislation with 

Senate amendments, the House shall announce the amendments 

on Order of Business No. 4, and the Speaker shall place them 

on second reading for debate. 

( 2) If the House accepts Senate amendments on 

legislation requiring more than a majority vote for final 

passage, the House, following approval of the Senate 

amendments on third reading, shall place the final form of 

the legislation on third reading to determine if the 

required vote is obtained. 
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(3) If the House rejects the Senate amendments, the 

House may request the Senate ta recede from its amendments 

or may direct appointment of a conference committee and 

request the Senate to appoint a like committee. 

040-230. Conference colDlllittee repo<ts. (1) When a House 

conference committee files a report, the report must be 

announced under Order of Business No. 3. 

(2) The House may debate and adopt or reject the 

conference committee report on second reading on any 

legislative day. The House may reconsider its action in 

rejecting a conference committee 

reconsideration, H50-160. 

report under rules for 

(3) If both the House and the Senate adopt the same 

conference committee report on legislation requiring more 

than a majority vote for final passage, the House, following 

approval of the conference committee report on third 

reading, shall place the final form of the legislation on 

third reading to determine if the required vote is obtained. 

(4) If the House rejects a conference committee report, 

the committee continues to exist unless dissolved by the 

Speaker or by motion. The committee may file a subsequent 

report. 

(5) A House conference committee may confer regarding 

matters assigned to it with any Senate conference committee 

with like jurisdiction and submit recommendations for 
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consideration of the House. 

840-240. Enrolling. (1) When House legislation has 

passed both houses, it must be enrolled within 48 hours 

under the direction of the Speaker. The Speaker may grant 

additional time for enrolling. 

(2) The chief sponsor of the legislation shall examine 

the enrolled legislation and, if it has no enrolling errors, 

shall, within 1 legislative day, certify the legislation as 

correctly enrolled. 

(3) The correctly enrolled legislation must be 

delivered to the 

later than the 

Speake,~ who shall sign the legislation not 
•. ~,-1 

following legislative day. When enrolled 

legislation is delivered on the final legislative day, 

Speaker shall sign it that day. 

the 

(4) After the legislation has been reported correctly 

enrolled but before it is signed, any representative may 

examine the legislation. 

B40-250. Governor's amendments. (1) When the Governor 

returns a bill with recommended amendments, the House shall 

announce the amendments under Order of Business No. S. 

(2) The House may debate and adopt or reject the 

Governor's recommended amendments on second reading on any 

legislative day. 

(3) If both the House and the Senate accept the 

Governor's recommended amendments on a bill that requires 
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more than a majority vote for final passage, the House shall 

place the final form of the legislation on third reading to 

determine if the required vote is obtained. 

a 

840-260. Governor's veto. (1) When the Governor returns 

bill with a veto, the House shall announce the veto under 

Order of Business No~ 5. 

(2) On any legislative day, a representative may move 

to override the Governor's veto by a two-thirds vote under 

Order of Business No. 9. 

Chapter 5 

Floor Actions 

B50-10. Attendance. (1) A representative, unless 

excused, ls required to be present at every sitting of the 

House. 

(2) A representative may request in writing to be 

excused for a specified cause by his party leader. This 

excused absence is not a leave with cause from a call of the 

House. 

HS0-20. Quorum. (l) A quorum of the House is fifty-one 

representatives (Montana Constitution, Art. V, Sec. 10). 

( 2) Any representative may question the lack of a 

quorum at any time a vote is not being taken. The question 

is nondebatable, may not be amended, and is resolved by a 

roll call. 

(3) The House may conduct no business without a quorum, 
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except that representatives present may convene, compel the 

attendance of absent representatives, or adjourn. 

USO-JO, Call of the House without a quorum. (1) In the 

absence of a quorum, a majority of the representatives 

present may compel the attendance of absent representatives 

through a call of the House without a quorum. The motion for 

the call is nondebatable, may not be amended, and is in 

order at any time it has been established that a quorum is 

.,. ... .. , ' 

not present. 

(2) During a call of the House, all business is 

suspended. No motion is in order except a motion to adjourn 

or to remove the call. 

(3) When a quorum has been achieved under the call, the 

call is automatically lifted. The call may also be lifted by 

adjournment or by two-thirds of the representatives present 

and voting. 

850-40. Call of the House with a quorum. (l) If a 

quorum is present but at least one representative is excused 

or absent, one-third of the representatives present and 

voting may order a call of the House with a quorum. 

12) The motion for a call is nondebatable, may not be 

amended, and is in order at any time a vote is not being 

taken, except that a call of the House with a quorum is not 

allowed in the Committee of the Whole. 

(3) Durin1 a call of the House, all business is 
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suspended. No motion is in order except a motion to adjourn 

or to remove the call. 

(4) When all representatives are present, except those 

on leave with cause, the call is automatically lifted. The 

call may also be lifted by adjournment or by two-thirds of 

the representatives present and voting. 

B50-50. Leave with cause. (l) During a call of the 

House, a representative with an overriding medical or 

personal reason may request a leave with cause. 

(2) If the representative is present at the time of the 

call, the Speaker may approve a request for a leave with 

cause. 

(3) If the representative is not present at the time of 

the call, two-thirds of the representatives present and 

voting may approve a request for leave with cause. 

(4) During a call of the House, a representative on 

leave with cause may not cast an absentee vote. 

B50-60. Motions. (1) Any cepresentative may propose a 

motion allowed by the rules for the ordec of business under 

which the motion is offered for the consideration of the 

House. Unless otherwise specified in rule or law, a majority 

of representatives voting is necessary and sufficient to 

decide a motion. 

I 

(2) Seconds to motions on the House floor ace not 

required. 
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(3) Absentee votes are not allowed on votes that are 

specified as 11 representatives present and votin9 11
• 

850-70. Limits on debate of debatable motions. (l) 

Except for the representative who places a debatable motion 

before the body, no representative may speak more than once 

on the question unless a unanimous House consents. The 

cepresentative who places the motion may close. 

(2) No representative may speak for more than 15 

minutes on the same question, except that a representative 

may have 5 minutes to close. 

850-80. Nondebatable motions. ( 1) A representative has 
' •'' ,, ' 

the right to unde[stand any question before the House and, 

usually under the administration of the presiding officer, 

may ask questions to exercise this right. 

(2) The following motions are nondebatable: 

' . 
(a) to adjourn; 

(b) for a call of the House; 

(c) to recess or rise; 

(d) for parliamentary inquiry; 

(e) to table or take from the table; 

(f} to call for the previous question or cloture; 

(g) to amend a nondebatable motioni 

(h) to divide a question; 

(i) to postpone consideratio11 to a day certain; 

{j) to suspend the rules; and 
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(k) all incidental motions, such as motions relating to 

voting or of a general procedural nature. 

B50-90. Questions. A representative may, through the 

presiding officer, ask questions of another representative 

during a floor session, There is no limit on questions and 

answers, except as provided in H20-40. 

BS0-100. Amending motions limitations. ( l) A 

representative may move to amend the specific provisions of 

a motion without changing its substance. 

(2) No more than one motion to amend a motion is in 

order at any one time. 

(3) A motion for a call of the House, for the previous 

question, to table, or to take from the table may not be 

amended. 

B50-110. Substitute motions. (1) When a question is 

before the House, no substitute motion may be made except 

the following, which have precedence in the order listed: 

(a) to adjourn; 

(b) for a call of the House; 

(c) to recess or rise; 

(d) for a question of privilege; 

(e) to table; 

(f) to call for the previous question or cloture; 

(g) to postpone consideration to a day certain; 

(h) to refer to a committee; 
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(i) to propose amendments; and 

(j) to postpone indefinitely. 

(2) Nothing in this section allows a motion that would 

not otherwise be allowed under a particular order of 

business. 

(3) No more than one substitute motion is in order at 

any one time. 

B50-120. Withdrawing motions. A representative who 

proposes a motion ffli3Y .~~thdraw it before it is voted on or 
1 ,,., ' 

amended. 

HS0-130. Dividing a question. A representative may move 

to divide a question if it includes two or more propositions 

so distinct that they can be separated and if at least one 

substantive question remains after one substantive question 

is removed. 

850-140. Previous question. (1) If a majority of 

representatives present and voting adopts a motion for the 

previous question, debate is closed on the question and it 

must be brought to a vote. The Speaker may not entertain a 

motion to end debate unless at least one proponent and one 

opponent have spoken on the questione 

(2) Notwithstanding the passage of a motion to end 

debate, the sponsor of the motion on which debate was ended 

may close. 

H50-150. Questions requi,ing other than a majority 
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vote. The following questions require the vote specified: 

(1) a call of the House with a quorum (one-third of the 

members present and voting); 

(2) a motion to lift a call of the House (two-thirds of 

the members present and voting); 

(3) a motion to amend or suspend rules (two-thirds of 

the members voting); 

(4) a motion to record a vote (one cepresentative}i 

(5) a motion to spread a vote on the journal (two 

representatives); 

(6) a motion to override the Governor's veto 

(two-thirds of each house); 

(7) a motion to approve a bill to appropriate the 

principal of the coal trust fund (three-fourths of each 

house); 

(8) a motion to approve a bill to appropriate highway 

revenue as described in Article VIII, section 6 1 of the 

Montana Constitution for purposes other than therein 

described (three-fifths of each house); 

(9) a motion to approve a bill proposing to amend the 

Montana Constitution (two-thirds of the entire Legislature)i 

(10) A MOTION TO APPROVE A BILL TO AUTHORIZE CREATION OP 

STATE DEBT (TWO-THIRDS OP EACH HOUSE); 

t¼8t.l!ll an appeal of the ruling of the presiding 

officer (three representatives); 
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tl¼t.l..121 a motion to speak more than once on a debatable 

motion (unanimous.vote); 

t½iti!ll a motion to overturn an adverse committee 

report (three-fifths of the members voting); 

tl3til!l a motion to rerefer a bill from one committee 

to another (three-fifths of the members present and voting}: 

t¼~tl__!_21 a motion to withdraw a bill from a committee 

(three-fifths of the members present and voting); 

t½5ttl_§J_ a motion to add legislation to the second or 

third reading agenda (three-fifths of the members present 

and voting); ,, 

t¼6t1_!ll any motion to remove legislation from its 

normal progress through the House as provided under these 

rules and reassign it unless otherwise specifically provided 

by these rules (three-fifths of the members present and 

voting); 

t¼T;~ a motion to change a vote (unanimous); 

t¼Bti.UU a motion to call for cloture (two-thirds of the 

members present and voting); and 

t¼9t.!1.Q.l a motion to approve leave with cause during a 

call of the house (two-thirds of the members present and 

voting), 

850-160. Reconsideration. (l) Any representative may, 

within 1 legislative day of a vote, move to reconsider the 

House vote on any matter still within the control of the 
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House. 

(2) A motion foe reconsideration, unless tabled or 

replaced by a substitute motion, must be disposed of when 

made. 

(3) When a motion for reconsideration fails, the 

question is finally settled. A motion for reconsideration 

may not be renewed or reconsidered. 

(4) A motion to recall legislation from the Senate 

constitutes a motion to reconsider and is subject to the 

same rules. 

B50-170. Renewing procedural motions. The House may 

renew a procedural motion if further House business has 

intervened. 

850-180. Tabling. (1) Under Order of Business No. 9, a 

representative may move to table any question, motion, or 

legislation before the House except the question of a quorum 

or a call of the House. The motion is nondebatable and may 

not be amended. 

12) When a matter has been tabled, a representative may 

move to take it from the table under Order of Business No. 9 

on any legislative day, 

850-190. Indefinite postponement. A majority of 

representatives may indefinitely postpone any matter 

properly before the House. 

850-200. Voting. (1) The representatives shall vote to 

-33- HR 1 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

2~ 

HR 0001/03 

decide any motion or question properly before the House. 

Each representative has one vote. 

(2) The House may, without objection, use a voice vote 

on procedural motions that are not required to be recorded 

in the journal. If a representative rises and objects, the 

House shall record the vote. 

(3) The House shall record the vote on all substantive 

questions. If the voting system is inoperable, the Chief 

Clerk shall record the representatives' votes by other ,,, .~· means. 

850-210. Changing a vote. (1) A representative may move 

to change his vote within l legislative day of the vote. The 

motion is nondebatable. A unanimous House shall consent to 

the change. The representative making the motion shall first 

specify the question and the original vote tally. 

(2) An error caused by a malfunction of the voting 

system may be corrected without a vote. 

B~0-220. Absentee votes. (1) An excused representative 

may file an absentee vote authorization form to vote during 

the excused absence on any vote for which absentee voting is 

allowed. 

12) An excused representative shall sign an absentee 

vote authorization form that specifies the motion and the 

desired vote. 

(3) The ?bsentee vote authorization form must be handed 
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in at the rostrum by the party whip or designated 

representative before voting on the motion has commenced. 

(4) The absentee vote authorization may be revoked 

before the vote by the member who signed the authorization. 

B50-230. Recess. The House may stand at ease or, by 

majority vote, may recess under any order of business. The 

recess may be ended at the call of the chair or at a time 

specified. 

B50-240. Adjournment for a legislative day. (1) A 

representative may move that the House adjourn for that 

legislative day. The motion is nondebatable and may be mada 

under any order of business except Order of Business No. 7. 

(2) A motion to adjourn for a legislative day must 

specify a date and time for the House to convene on the 

subsequent legislative day. 

850-250. Adjournment sine die. A representative may 

move that the House adjourn for the session. The motion is 

nondebat.able and may be made under any order of business 

except Order of Business No. 7, 

Chapter 6 

Rules 

860-10. Bouse rules. (1) The House may adopt, through a 

House resolution passed by a majority of its members, rules 

to govern its proceedings. 

(2) After adoption of the House rules, two-thirds of 
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the representatives voting must vote in favor of the 

question to amend the rules. 

(3) The Speaker shall refer to the House Rules 

Committee all resolutions for House rules. 

( 4) The House Rules Committee shall report all 

resolutions for House rules within l legislative day of 

referral. 

B60-20. Tenure of rules. Rules adopted by the House 

remain in effect until removed by House resolution or until 

a new House is elected and takes office. 

B60-30. 

House rule 

Suspensiary, of rules. The House may suspend a 
,fl 

on a motion approved by not less than two-thirds 

of the members voting. 

Bb0-40. Supplementary rules. Mason's Manual of 

Legislative, Procedure (1989) governs House proceedings in 

all cases not covered by House rules. 

B60-50. Interpreting rules. The Speaker shall interpret 

all questions on House rules, subject to appeal by any 

fifteen representatives to the House Rules Committee. The 

decision of the House Rules Committee may be appealed to the 

House by any representative. 

B60-60. Joint ~ules superseded. A House rule, insofar 

as it relates to the internal proceedings of the House, 

supersedes a joint rule. 

-End-
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