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RESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF

IN THE DEPARTMENT QF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES' REGULATION
RESTRICTING NATIVE AMERICAN VETERANS' USE OF CONTRACT HEALTH

SERVICES.

WHEREAS, the Indian Health Service was established under
federal 1law to provide a trust service to Montana's tribal
governments and its MNative American population; and

WHEREAS, the Indian Health Service operates only three
hospitals on Montana reservations and contracts with private
or public hospitals to provide services to Native Americans
on Montana's other reservations: and

WHEREAS, a Department of HBealth and Human Services'
regulation designates the Indian Health Service as the payor
cf 1last resort and will not authorize payment for contract
health services if a Native American is eligible for
alternate resources; and

WHEREAS, "alternate resources" includes thé health care
services offered by the Veterans Benefits Administration;
and

WHEREAS, this regulation forces many Native American
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veterans to seek medical care from the Veterans Benefits
Administration; and

WHEREAS, the Veterans Benefits Administration operates
only two medical facilities in the entire state; and

WHEREAS, this imposes a severe hardship on Native
American veterans who are forced to travel long distances to
receive medical care and on Native American families who
traditionally accompany a family member to a medical
facility and remain during the Ffamily member's stay; and

WHEREAS, the Blackfeet Tribal Business Council passed
Resolution Number 38-91 supporting a change in the
Department of Health and Human Services®' regulation

regarding health care services for Native American veterans.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE
OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

(1) That the Montana Legislature support the Blackfeet
Tribal Business Council in 1its efforts to seek quality
health care delivery for all Native American veterans.

(2) That the Montana Legislature support a change in
the Department of Health and Human Services' requlation to
allow Native American veterans the option of using contract
health services instéad of veterans' health services.

(2) That the Chief Clerk of the House of

Representatives send a copy of this resolution to the

—2- INTRODUCED BILL

HIR I{
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Blackfeet Tribal Business Council, tc each member of the
Montana Congressional Delegation, to the Secretary of the
United States Department of Health and Human Services, and
to the United States Senate Select Committee on Indian
AfFairs.

-End-
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IN THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES' REGULATION
RESTRICTING NATIVE AMERICAN VETERANS' USE OF CONTRACT HEALTH

SERVICES.

WHEREAS, the Indian Health Service was established under
federal law to provide a trust service to Montana's tribal
governments and its Native American population; and

WHEREAS, the Indian Health Service operates only three
hospitals on Montana reservations and contracts with private
or public hospitals to provide services to Native Americans
on Montana's other reservations; and

WHEREAS, a Department of Health and Human Services'
regulation designates the Indian Health Service as the payor
of last resort and will not authorize payment for contract
health services 1f a Native American is eligible far
alternate resources; and

WHEREAS, "alternate resources" includes the health care
services offered by the Veterans Benefits Administration;

and

WHEREAS, this regulation forces many Native American
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veterans to seek medical care from the Veterans Benefits
Administration; and

WHEREAS, the Veterans Benefits Administration operates
only two medical facilities in the entire state; and

WHEREAS, this imposes a severe hardship on Native
Bmerican veterans who are forced to travel long distances to
receive medical care and on Native American families who
traditionally accompany a family member to a medical
facility and remain during the family member's stay; and

WHEREAS, the Blackfeet Tribal Business Council passed
Resolution Number 38-91 supporting a change in the
Department of Health and Human Services' regulation

regarding health care services for Native American veterans.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE
OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

{1) That the Montana Legislature support the Blackfeet
Tribal Business Council in its efforts to seek guality
heaith care delivery for all Native American veterans.

(2) That the Montana Legislature support & change in
the Department of Health and Human Services' regulaticn to
allow Native American veterans the option of using contract
health services instéad of veterans' health services.

(3) That the Chief Clerk of the House of

Representatives send a copy of this resolution to the

SECOND READING

HIR (L
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Blackfeet Tribal Business Council, toc each member of the
Montana Congressional Delegation, to the Secretary of the
United States Department of Health and Human Services, and
to the United States Senate Select Committee on Indian
Affairs.

-End-
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IN THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES' REGULATION

RESTRICTING NATIVE AMERICAN VETERANS' USE OF CONTRACT HEALTH
SERVICES.

WHEREAS, the Indian Health Service was established under
federal law to provide a trust service to Montana's tribal
governments and its Native American population; and

WHEREAS, the Indian Health Service operates only three
hospitals on Montana reservations and contracts with private
or public hospitals to provide services to Native Americans
on Montana's other reservations; and

WHEREAS, a Department of Health and Human Services'
regulation designates the Indian Health Service as the payor
of last resort and will not authorize payment for contract
health services if a Native BAmerican is eligible for
alternate resources; and

WHEREAS, "alternate resources” includes the health care
services offered by the Veterans Benefits Administration;

and

WHEREARS, this regulation forces many Native American
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veterans to seek medical care from the Veterans Benefita
Administration; and

WHEREAS, the Veterans Benefits Administration operates
only two medical facilities in the entire state; and

WHEREAS, this imposes a severe hardship on MNative
American veterans who are forced to travel long distances to
receive medical care and on Native American families who
traditionally accompany a family member to a medical
facility and remain during the family member's stay; and

WHEREAS, the Blackfeet Tribal Business Council passed
Resolution Number 38-91 supporting a change in the
Depar tment of Health and Human Services' regulation

regarding health care services for Native American veterans.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE
OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

{1} That the Montana Legislature support the Blackfeet
Tribal Business Council in its efforts to seek gquality
health care delivery for all Native American veterans.

{2) That the Montana Legislature support a change in
the Department of Health and Human Services' regulation to
allow Native American veterans the option of using contract
health services instéad of veterans' health services.

{3} That the Chief Clerk of the House of

Representatives send a copy of this resolution to the
THIRD READING
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Blackfeet Tribal Business Council, to each merber oFf the
Montana Congrersional Delegation, to the Secretary of the
United States Department of Health and Humaer Services, and
to the United States Senate Select Committee on Indian
Affairs.
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HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 16
INTRODUCED BY GERVAIS, RUSSELL, YELLOWTAIL, WHALEN,
STRIZICH, KILPATRICK, PAVLOVICH, DAILY, STICKNEY, NISBET,

HARDING, NATHE, WILLIAMS, GAGE, PINSONEAULT, SCHYE

A JOINT RESOLUTICN OF THE SENATE AND THE EGUSE [
REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA SUPPORTING A CHANGE
IN THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES' REGULATION
RESTRICTING NATIVE AMERICAN VETERANS' USE OF CONTRACT HEALTH

SERVICES.

WHEREAS, the Indian Health Service was established under
federal law to provide a trust service to Montana's tripal
governments and its Native American population:; and

WHEREAS, the Indian Health Service operates only three
hespitals on Montana reservations and contracts with privatce
or public hospitals to provide services te Native Americans
on Montana's other reservations; and

WHEREAS, a Department of Health and Human Services'
regulation designates the Indian Health Service as the payvor
of last resort and will not authorize payment for contract
health services if a MNative American is eligible £or
alternate resources: and

WHEREAS, "alrernate resources" includes the hea.rn care

services offered by the Veterans Benefits Adiministration:
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and

WHEREAS, this regulation forces many Native American
veterans to seek medical care from the Veterans Benefits
Administratien; and

WHEREAS, the Veterans Benefits Administration operates
Lniy two megical faciiities in the entire state; and

WHEREAS, this imposes a severe hardship on Native
American veterans wno are rorced to travel long distances to
receive medical care and on Native American families who
tradicticnally accompany a familv member to a medical
facilitvy and remain during the familvy member's stay: and

WHEREAS, the Blackfeet Tribal Business Council passed
Resolution Number 38-91 supporting a change in the
Deparwment [s33 Healch and Human Services' regulation

regarding health care services for Native American veterans.

NOW, THEREFCRE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HCUSE
OF REFRESENTATIVES QF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

(1) That the Montana Legislature support the Blackfeer
Tribal Business Council in its efforts to seek gquality
nealth care delivery for all Native American veterans,

(2) That the Montana Legislature support & change in

the Department Of Health and Human 3ervices' regulation o

&

ailoaw Navive American voterans the cpticn

cIntracs

nealth services (nstead of veterans' nealth services.

REFERENCE BILL
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(3) That the Chief Clerk  of the House of
Representatives send a copy of this resclution to the
Blackfeet Tribal Business Council, to each member of the
Montana Congressional Delegation, to the Secretary of the
United States Department of Health and Human Services, and
tc the United States Senate Select Committee on Indian

Affairs.

~End-
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