
HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 16 

INTRODUCED BY GERVAIS, RUSSELL, YELLOWTAIL, WHALEN, 
STRIZICH, KILPATRICK, PAVLOVICH, DAILY, STICKNEY, NISBET, 

HARDING, NATHE, WILLIAMS, GAGE, PINSONEAULT, SCHYE 

FEBRUARY 1, 1991 

FEBRUARY 14, 1991 

FEBRUARY 16, 1991 

FEBRUARY 18, 1991 

FEBRUARY 19, 1991 

FEBRUARY 20, 1991 

MARCH 18, 1991 

MARCH 20, 1991 

MARCH 21, 1991 

MARCH 22, 1991 

IN THE HOUSE 

INTRODUCED AND REFERRED TO COMMITTEE 
ON HUMAN SERVICES & AGING. 

FIRST READING. 

COMMITTEE RECOMMEND BILL 
DO PASS. REPORT ADOPTED. 

PRINTING REPORT. 

SECOND READING, DO PASS. 

ENGROSSING REPORT. 

THIRD READING, PASSED. 
AYES, 98; NOES, 0. 

TRANSMITTED TO SENATE. 

IN THE SENATE 

INTRODUCED AND REFERRED TO COMMITTEE 
ON PUBLIC HEALTH, WELFARE, & SAFETY. 

FIRST READING. 

COMMITTEE RECOMMEND BILL BE 
CONCURRED IN. REPORT ADOPTED. 

SECOND READING, CONCURRED IN. 

THIRD READING, CONCURRED IN. 
AYES, 49; NOES, 0. 

RETURNED TO HOUSE. 

IN THE HOUSE 

RECEIVED FROM SENATE. 

SENT TO ENROLLING. 

REPORTED CORRECTLY ENROLLED. 
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JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 

~UCED -·· a· 

~~IN!_ i~ Tlft:. SE 
/+II C W~ ,VJ 

PRESEN;iIVES OF THE STAT't◊F 
AND THE HOUSE~' 
~ 

ANA SUPPORTING A CHANG 

IN THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES' REGULATION 

RESTRICTING NATIVE AMERICAN VETERANS' USE OF CONTRACT HEALTH 

SERVICES. 

WHEREAS, the Indian Health Service was established under 

federal law to provide a trust service to Montana's tribal 

governments and its Native American population: and 

WHEREAS, the Indian Health Service operates only three 

hospitals on Montana reservations and contracts with private 

or public hospitals to provide services to Native Americans 

on Montana's other reservations; and 

WHEREAS, a Department of Health and Human Services' 

regulation designates the Indian Health Service as the payor 

of last resort and will not authorize payment for contract 

health services if a Native American is eligible for 

alternate resources; and 

WHEREAS, "alternate resources 11 includes the health care 

services offered by the veterans Benefits Administrationi 

and 

WHEREAS, this regulation forces many Native American 

,~•• ,e9,,,atove counc# 
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LC 1475/01 

veterans to seek medical care from the Veterans Benefits 

Administration; and 

WHEREAS, the Veterans Benefits Administration operates 

only two medical facilities in the entire state; and 

WHEREAS, this imposes a severe hardship on Native 

American veterans who are forced to travel long distances to 

receive medical care and on Native American families who 

traditionally accompany a family member to a medical 

facility and remain during the family member's stay; and 

WHEREAS, the Blackfeet Tribal Business Council passed 

Resolution Number 38-91 supporting a change in the 

Department of Health and Buman services' regulation 

regarding health care services for Native American veterans. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE 

OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

(1) That the Montana Legislature support the Blackfeet 

Tribal Business council in its efforts to seek quality 

health care delivery for all Native American veterans. 

(2) That the Montana Legislature support a change in 

the Department of Health and Human Services• regulation to 

allow Native American veterans the option of using contract 

health services instead of veterans' health services. 

( 3) That the Chief Clerk of the House of 

Representatives send a copy of this resolution to the 

-2- INTRODUCED BILL 

H1'" It, 



LC 1475/01 

1 Blackfeet Tribal Business Council, to each member of the 

2 Jlontana Congressional Delegation, to the Secretary of the 

3 United States Department of Health and Human Services, and 

4 to the Onited States Senate Select Committee on Indian 

S Affairs. 

-End-

-3-
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APPROVED BY COMM. ON 
HUMAN SERVICES AND AGING 
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~UCED BY 
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PRESENTATIVES OF THE STAT#O 
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AND THE HOUSE~-
:r 12.--

ANA SUPPORTING A CHANG 

IN THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES' REGULATION 

RESTRICTING NATIVE AMERICAN VETERANS' USE OF CONTRACT HEALTH 

SERVICES. 

WHEREAS, the Indian Health Service was established under 

federal law to provide a trust service to Montana's tribal 

governments and its Native American population; and 

WHEREAS, the Indian Health Service operates only three 

hospitals on Montana reservations and contracts with private 

or public hospitals to provide services to Native Americans 

on Montana 1 s other reservations; and 

WHEREAS, a Department of Health and Human Services' 

regulation designates the Indian Health Service as the payer 

of last resort and will not authorize payment for contract 

health services if a Native American is eligible for 

alternate resources: and 

WHEREAS, "alternate resources 11 includes the health care 

services offered by the Veterans Benefits Administration; 

and 

WHEREAS, this regulation forces many Native American 

,~>n> ,.,,.,.,,.. Coundl 
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veterans to seek medical care from the Veterans Benefits 

Administration; and 

WHEREAS, the Veterans Benefits Administration operates 

only two medical facilities in the entire state; and 

WHEREAS, this imposes a severe hardship on Native 

American veterans who are forced to travel long distances to 

receive medical care and on Native American families who 

traditionally accompany a family member to a medical 

facility and remain during the family member's stay; and 

WHEREAS, the Blackfeet Tribal Business Council passed 

Resolution Number 38-91 supporting a change in the 

Department of Health and Human Services' regulation 

regarding health care services for Native American veterans. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE 

OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

(1) That the Montana Legislature support the Blackfeet 

Tribal Business Council in its efforts to seek quality 

health care delivery for all Native American veterans. 

(2) That the Montana Legislature support a change in 

the Department of Health and Human Services' regulation to 

allow Native American veterans the option of using contract 

health services instead of veterans' health services. 

( 3) That the Chief Clerk of the House of 

RepresPntatives send a copy of this resolution to the 

-2-
SECOND READING 

H-.r~ /(, 
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1 Blackfeet Tribal Business Council, to each member of the 

2 Montana Congressional Delegation, to the Secretary of the 

3 United States Department of Health and Human Services, and 

4 to the United States Senate Select Committee on Indian 

5 Affairs. 

-End-

-3-
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~CED ___ n_ 

AiL~I'[~ 

~
lllT_ RES-OLUTION~Hf Tat SE 
/+ 11,, w~ .v, 

RESENTATIVES OF THE STAT't◊F 

f.vt,,qle,, 
;-_,,-, ____ . ~ 

. .R-◄.£.• 1 
AND THE HOUSE~ 

·" ANA SUPPORTING A CHANG 

IN THE DEPAATMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES' REGULATION 

RESTRICTING NATIVE AMERICAN VETERANS' USE OF CONTRACT HEALTH 

SERVICES. 

WHEREAS, the Indian Health Service was established under 

federal law to provide a trust service to Montana's tribal 

governments and its Native American population; and 

lfHEREAS, the Indian Health Service operates only three 

hospitals on Montana reservations and contracts with private 

or public hospitals to provide services to Native Americans 

on Montana•s other reservations; and 

WHEREAS, a Department of Health and Human Services• 

regulation designates the Indian Health Service as the payor 

of last resort and will not authorize payment for contract 

health services if a Native l\lllerican is eligible for 

alternate resources; and 

WHEREAS, "alternate resources" includes the health care 

services offered by the Veterans Benefits Administration; 

and 

WHEREAS, this regulation forces many Native American 

.~ ....... .., ....... c...,.. 
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veterans to seek medical care from the Veterans Benefits 

Administration; and 

WHEREAS, the Veterans Benefits Administration operates 

only two medical facilities in the entire state; and 

WHEREAS, this imposes a severe hardship on Native 

American veterans who are forced to travel long distances to 

receive medical care and on Native American families who 

traditionally accompany a family member to a medical 

facility and remain during the family member's stay; and 

WHEREAS, the Blackf~et Tribal Business Council passed 

Resolution Number 38-91 supporting a change in the 

Department of Health and Human Services' regulation 

regarding health care services for Native American veterans. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE 

OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

(l) That the Montana Legislature support the Blackfeet 

Tribal Business Council in its efforts to seek quality 

health care delivery for all Native American veterans. 

(2) That the Montana Legislature support a change in 

the Department of Health and Ruman Services' regulation to 

allow Native American veterans the option of using contract 

health services instead of veterans' health services. 

(3) That the Chief Clerk of the House of 

Representatives send a copy of this resolution to the 

-2- THIRD READING 

H'1/l. IC. 



LC 1475/01 

l Blackfeet Ttibal Business Council, to each meri:ber of thie' 

2 Montana Congre~sional Delegation, to th" s .. ereta<y of the 

3 United States Department of Health and Human Services, and 

4 to the United States Senate Select ca-ittee on Indian 

5 Affairs. 

-End-

-3-
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HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 16 

INTRODUCED BY GERVAIS, RUSSELL, YELLOWTAIL, WHALEN, 

STRIZICH, KILPATRICK, PAVLOVICH, DAILY, STICKNEY, NISBET, 

HARDING, NATHE, WILLIAMS, GAGE, PINSONEAULT, SCHYE 

A JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE C•? 

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA SUPPORTING A CHANGE 

IN THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES' REGt.:LATION 

RESTRICTING NATIVE AMERICAN VETERANS' USE OF CONTRACT HEALTH 

SERVICES. 

WHEREAS, the Indian Health Service was established under 

federal law to provide a trust service to Montana's tribal 

govecnments and its Native American population: and 

WHEREAS, the Indian Health Service operates only three 

hospitals on Montana reservations and contracts with private 

or public hospitals to provide services to Native Americans 

on Montana's other reservations; and 

WHEREAS, a Department of Health and Human Services' 

regulation designates the Indian Health Service as the payor 

of last resort and will not authorize payment for contract 

health services if a Native American is eligible for 

alternate resources; and 

WHEREAS, "alter:1ate resources" includes the hea ... :-'.'"' . ..:.n,-~ 

services offered by the Veterans Benefit~ Admi11i~trJt1011; 
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and 

WHEREAS, this regulation forces many Native American 

veterans to seek medical care from the Veterans Benefits 

Administration; and 

WHEREAS, :he Ve':erar-.s Benefit~ Admir.istration ooerates 

-~~~ ~wo rnea1cal facilities in the entire state~ and 

WHEREAS. ~his imposes a severe hardship on Native 

~~er:ca~ vete~ans wno are torced ~o travel long distances to 

receive medical care and on Native American families who 

traditio~allv acco~pany a family member to a medical 

facilitv and remain during the familv member's stay·; ar:d 

WHEREAS, the Blackfeet Tribal Business Council passed 

Resolution Number 38-9: supporting a change in the 

Deparcment of Healr:h and Human Services' regulation 

regardir,g health care services for ~ative American veterans. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE 

OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MON]'ANA: 

(1) That the Montana Legislature support the Blackfeet 

Tribal a~siness Council in its efforts to seek quality 

health care delivery .:or all Native .n.merican veterans. 

(2) That th~ Mon~ana Legis::.atu~e supp8:t a change in 

the Department: ..)f Health and. Hurean 5er·Jices' :-eg1..1laticn t::; 

,"..; :-.l.1.:-l•:1· ,'.:--.er~..:a:~ :l·:-era:1:.,:; -:-_f".e ::prL.::r, 2::: ;s:.r.; c:n.':.rac:: 

t\t>-ii.tt1 ::'lerv1ct>:3 .:--.sc_eLhi ,)t' veterans' nea::.tn se::-·1:.ces. 

-:!- RJR 16 

REFERENCE BILL 



(3) That 

Representatives 

the 

send 

Chief Clerk 

a copy of 

of 

this 

HJR 0016/02 

the House 

resolution 

of 

to the 

1 

2 

3 Blackf~et Tribal Business Council, to each member of the 

4 Montana Congressional Delegation, to the Secretary of the 

5 United States Department of Health and Human Services, and 

6 to the United States Senate Select Committee on Indian 

7 Affairs. 

-End-

-3- HJR 16 




