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/{éa&v-—JOINT RESOLUTION NO. ‘
INTRODUCED By, /777 Pl NN

BY REQUEST OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY COUNCIL

A JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE or
REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA SUPPORTING RESEARCH
AND DEMONSTRATION OF ENVIRONMENTALLY SOUND AND ECONOMICALLY

VIABLE AGRICULTURAL PRACTICES.

WHEREAS, it is the policy of the state to promote and
maintain economically viable agricultural production systems
and to protect public health and environmental values; and

WHEREAS, the sustainability of agricultural production
and the environmental protection objectives are mutually
served by development and widespread adoption of
resource-conserving, energy-efficient, and economical
production techniques; and

WHEREAS, an ever-increasing number of Montana farmers
and ranchers are seeking wayas to improve soil gquality,
protect ground water and surface water resources, reduce
soil erosion, and generate higher value cash crops; and

WHEREAS, there 1s a substantial need for increased
research and demonstration of scientifically walid,

environmentally sound, and economically viable agricultural

production management systems in the KNorthern Great Plains
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and Rocky Mountain regions and for effective educational
pregrams to inform farmers and ranchers of research results;
and

WHEREAS, projects to research and demonstrate
environmentally sound, resource-conserving agricultural
practices are currently eligible to compete for funds from
the water development and renewable resource development
grants programs, but relatively few applications for these
types of projects are received by the Department of Natural
Rescurces and Censervaticn; and

WHEREAS, federal funds to promcte environmentally sound
agricultural preoduction practices have recently been
increased through passage of the federal Food, Agriculture,

Conservation, and Trade Act of 1990, otherwise known as the

1990 federal farm bill.

NOwW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESQLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE
OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

That the Department of Natural Resources and
Conservation be directed to sclicit applications for water
development and renewable resource development grants from
public entities that will increase the availability of
scientifically wvalid research and the demonstration of
environmentally sound and ecconomically viable agricultural

practices and that will fund projects submitted by public
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entities that will improve and increase educational efforts
to deliver the research results to Montana farmers and
ranchers.

BE IT FURTHER RESOQLVED, that Montana State University be
directed to aggressively pursue funding from all available
sources for:

(1) increased research and demonstraticn of
environmentally sound and economically viable agricultural
practices that will improve soil quality, protect ground
water and surface water resources, reduce soil erosion, and
increase production of higher value cash crops; and

{2) development of effective educational programs to
deliver results of the research and demonstration work
conducted under subsection (1) to Montana farmers and
ranchers.

-End-
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INTRODUCED 32577/— W

BY REQUEST OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY COUNCIL

A JOINT RESCOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA SUPPORTING RESEARCH
AND DEMONSTRATION OF ENVIRONMENTALLY SOUND AND ECONOMICALLY

VIABLE AGRICULTURAL PRACTICES.

WHEREAS, it 1is the policy of the state to promote and
maintain economically viable agricultural production systems
and to protect public health and environmental values; and

WHEREAS, the sustainability of agricultural production
and the environmental protection objectives are mutually
served by development and widespread adoption of
regource-conserving, energy-efficient, and economical
production techniques; and

WHEREAS, an ever-increasing number of Montana farmers
and ranchers are seeking ways to improve so0il quality,
protect ground water and surface water resources, reduce
soil erosicon, and generate higher value cash crops; and

WHEREAS, there is a substantial need for increased
research and demonstration of scientifically wvalid,

environmentally sound, and economically viable agricultural

production management systems in the Northern Great Plains
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and Rocky Mountain regions and for effective educational
programs to inform farmers and ranchers of research results;
and

WHEREAS,

projects to research and demonstrate

environmentally sound, resource-conserving agricultural
practices are currently eligible to compete for funds from
the water development and renewable resource development
grants programs, but relatively few applications for these
types of projects are received by the Department of Natural
Resources and Conservation; and

WHEREAS, federal funds to promote envircnmentally sound
agricultural production practices have recently been
increased through passage of the federal Food, Agriculture,

Conservation, and Trade Act of 1990, otherwise known as the

1990 federal farm bill.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HQUSE
OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

That the Department of Natural Resources and
Conservation be directed to solicit applications for water
development and renewable resource development grants from
public entities that will increase the availability of
scientifically wvalid research and the demonstration of
environmentally sound and economically viable agricultural

practices and that will fund projects submitted by public
SECOND READING
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entities that will improve and increase educational efforts
to deliver the research results to Montana farmers and
ranchers.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Montana State University be
directed to aggressively pursue funding from all available
sources for:

{1y increased research and demonstration of
environmentally sound and econcmically wviable agricultural
practices that will improve soil quality, protect ground
water and surface water resources, reduce soil erosien, and
increase production of higher value cash crops; and

(2) development of effective educational programs to
deliver results of the research and demonstration work
conducted under subsection (1) to Montana farmers and
ranchers.

~End—
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BY REQUEST OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY COUNCIL

A JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANR SUPPORTING RESEARCH
AND DEMONSTRATION OF ENVIRONMENTALLY SOUND AND ECONOMICALLY
VIABLE AGRICULTURAL PRACTICES.

WHEREAS, it is the policy ¢f the state to promote and
maintain economically viable agricultural production systems
and to protect public health and environmental values; and

WHEREAS, the sustainability of agricultural production
and the environmental protection objectives are mutually
served by development and widespread adoption of
resource-conserving, energy-efficient, and economical
production techniques; and

WHEREAS, an ever-increasing number of Montana farmers
and ranchers are seeking ways to improve scil quality,
protect gtound water and surface water resources, reduce
s0il erosion, and generate higher value cash crops; and

WHEREAS, there is a substantial need for increased
research and demonstration of scientifically wvalid,

environmentally sound, and economically viable agricultural

production management systems in the Northern Great Plains
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and Rocky Mountain regions and for effective educational
programs to inform farmers and ranchers of research results:
and

WHEREAS, projects to research and demonstrate
environmentally sound, resource-conserving agricultural
practices are currently eligibie to compete for Eunds from
the water development and renewable resource development
grants programs, but relatively few applications for these
types of projects are received by the Department of Natural
Resources and Conservation; and

WHEREAS, federal funds to promote environmentally sound
agricultural production practices have recently been
increased through passage of the federal Food, Agriculture,

Conservation, and Trade Act of 1990, otherwise known as the

1990 federal farm bill.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE
OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

That the Department of Natural Resources and
Conservation be directed to solicit applications for water
development and renewable resource development grants from
public entities that will increase the availability of
scientifically valid research and the demonstration of
environmentally sound and economically viable agricultural

practices and that will fund projects submitted by pubklic
THIRD READING
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entities that will improve and increase educational efforts
to deliver the research results Lto Montana farmers and
ranchers.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Montana State University be
directed to aggressively pursue funding from all available
sources for:

{1) increased research and demonstration of
environmentally sound and economically wviable agricultural
ptactices that will improve soil quality, protect ground
water and surface water resources, reduce soll erosion, and
increase production of higher value cash crops; and

{2) development of effective educational programs to
deliver results of the research and demonstration work
conducted under subsection (1) to Mentana farmers and
ranchers.

-End-





