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4s£ BILL NO. u../ 
INTRODUCED BY JtD·~~l~Ll,~<Sfl~i;__ ______________ _ 
~#--. Z'.J 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO DEVELOP A 

COMPREHENSIVE COORDINATED SYSTEM OF IN-STATE SERVICES TO 

MEET THE LONG-TERM CARE NEEDS OF EMOTIONALLY DISTURBED 

YOUTH; TO APPROPRIATE MONEY TO THE DEPARTMENT OF 

INSTITUTIONS; AMENDING SECTIONS 41-3-205, 53-1-201, AND 

53-1-203, MCA; REPEALING SECTION 

PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE." 

53-4-118, 

STATEMENT OF INTENT 

MCA; AND 

A statement of intent is provided for this bill because 

rulemaking authority is delegated to the department of 

institutions to develop a comprehensive plan for a system of 

services for emotionally disturbed youth and their families. 

The rules must address, at a minimum: 

( 1) eligibility requirements for participation in 

programs for emotionally disturbed youth; 

(2) development of inter agency agreements for 

coordination of services among state agencies providing 

services to children and adolescents; 

(3) development of a procedure for case resolution; 

{4) criteria for the use of out-of-state resources in 

treating emotionally disturbed youth; and 
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(5) establishment of standards for parent participation 

in the cost of services. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

NEW SECTION. Section ,. Purpose. The purpose of 

[sections 1 through B] is to: 

(1) establish a comprehensive coordinated system of 

services to meet the needs of emotionally disturbed youth 

and their families; 

(2) establish the department as the mental health 

authority responsible for the planning, implementation, and 

coordination of the system of services to mee~ the neeCs of 

the youth and their families targeted by this legislation; 

(3) establish the guidelines to be followed and the 

objectives to be attained by the system of services: and 

(4) require certain state agencies to enter into 

interagency agreements that will govern their respective 

roles and responsibilities in the development and 

implementation of the system of services. 

NEW SECTION. Section 2. Objectives. (1) The system of 

services must be youth-centered, with the needs and rights 

of the youth and family directing the types and mix of 

services provided, maximizing the goal of preservation of 

the family whetiever possible. 

(2) The system of services must be community-based, 
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with the locus of services, as well as case coordination and 

decisionmaking ~esponsibility, including initiative for 

financial responsibility, maintained at the community level 

to the greatest extent possible. 

(3) The system of services must assure the rights of 

the youth to a safe environment and to receive services in 

the least restrictive environment possible. 

( 4) The system of services must 

emotionally disturbed youth are suffering 

acknowledge that 

from an illness 

that is treatable and are entitled to receive treatment for 

themselves and .their families from qualified and trained 

providers throug~ a coordinated comprehensive plan that 

recognizes the important role of parents in the treatment. 

(5) The 

implementation 

responsibility for the planning and 

of the system of services is a joint 

responsibility of state and local government agencies, 

parents, private providers, state and local education 

systems, businesses, and communities that can be best 

accomplished through formation of a partnership under the 

leadership of the department. 

(6) The treatment of emotionally disturbed youth may be 

provided outside of the state only as a last resort and must 

be based upon clearly stated reasons acceptable to and 

approved by the department and the state interagency ceam. 

NEW SECTION. Section 3. Definitions. As used in 
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[sections 1 through 8], the following definitions apply: 

(1) "Department" means the department of institutions 

provided for in Title 2, chapter 15, part 23. 

(2) "Emotionally disturbed youth" means children and 

adolescents with severe emotional disturbance. 

NEW SECTION. Section 4. Comprehensive plan. The 

department shall develop a coordinated comprehensive plan 

for a system of services for emotionally disturbed youth and 

their families. The plan must serve youth in need of 

services from the department of family services, the 

department of health and environmental sciences, the 

department of social and rehabilitation services, and the 

office of public instruction. The plan must be presented to 

each regular session of the legislature. The plan must 

include but is not limited to: 

( 1) identifying the system of services needed to meet 

the needs of emotionally disturbed youth and their families; 

(2) establishing definitions and standards for services 

included in the system of services; 

(3) establishing definitions, criteria, and eligibility 

to be used to identify emotionally disturbed youth needing 

services; 

(4) establishing the target population and number to 

enable a planned development and implementation of the 

system of services; 
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(5) identifying existing resources and services that 

can be included in the system of services; 

! 6 l identifying the interdepartmental responsibility 

and coordination needed to provide services to emotionally 

disturbed youth; 

I 7) identifying the weaknesses in the current system of 

services and a plan for addressing them, including cost; 

{8) establishing a budget for the implementation of the 

system of services that maximizes funding from federal 

sources, local government and communities, and private 

sources including parents: 

(9) coordinating with other state agencies' service 

programs in order to reduce or eliminate duplication of 

services and to improve administration; 

(10) establishing standards for: 

(a) parent participation in the cost of services to a 

child or adolescent according to a parent 1 s ability to pay; 

and 

{b) maximizing third-party payment resources; and 

(11) establishing a state interagency team through an 

inter agency agreement with the department of family 

services, the department of social and rehabilitation 

services, the department of health and environmental 

sciences, and the office of public instruction to resolve 

individual cases referred by a regional planning committee 
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established in [section 6]. The agreement must set forth the 

procedures for referral from a regional planning committee 

and how resolution is to be accomplished. 

NEW SECTION. Section 5. Planning and advisory council. 

(1) The governor may appoint a state planning and advisory 

counci~ or designate an existing council to advise the 

department on the policies, planning, and coordinated 

implementation of services to emotionally disturbed youth 

and their families. 

( 2) If a new council is appointed, it must be composed 

of members who have knowledge of and experience in services 

co emotionally disturbed youth and who represent 

following: 

(a) the department's chemical dependency bureau; 

(b) the department's mental health bureau; 

(cl the department of family services; 

the 

( d) the department of social and rehabilitation 

services; 

(e) the department of health and 

sciences: 

(f) the office of public instruction; 

(g) the youth court; 

environmental 

(h) a child or parent advocacy organization: 

{ i) parents Q[ parent surrogates of emotionally 

disturbed youth. Members ftom this group must compose 25% of 

-6-
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the council's membership. 

(j) a community mental health center: 

(k} a private mental health service provider: 

{l) a unit of the university system that trains people 

in psychology, social work, or family therapy: 

(m) the coordinator of Indian affairs; and 

{n) each regional planning committee provided for in 

[section 6). 

(3) The council is allocated to the department for 

administrative purposes only as provided in 2-15-121. 

(4) The provisions of 2-15-122(5) through (8) apply to 

the counci! and !ts ~embers. 

(5) The council shall meet at least quarterly. 

{ 6) To 

department's 

facilitate 

mental 

the 

health 

coordination between the 

system of services for 

emotionally disturbed youth and the department of family 

services' child protective system and to eliminate 

duplication of service development, the governor may combine 

the duties and responsibilities of the council provided for 

in this section with those of the youth services council 

provided for in Title 52, chapter 1, part 2, provided that 

the membership on the youth services council complies with 

the representation requirement in subsection (2). If the 

duties and responsibilities are combined, the departments 

shall share the cost of operations of the council in 
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accordance with an interagency agreement entered into 

between the departments. 

NEW SECTION. Section 6. Regional planning committees. 

( 1) The department shall establish regional planning 

committees for emotionally disturbed youth in each of the 

mental health regions established by the department. 

(2) The members of a committee must have knowledge of 

and, when possible, experience in service to emotionally 

disturbed youth. The permanent membership of each committee 

must include: 

(a) the person from the designated coinmunity mental 

health center for that mental healch region wno is 

responsible for coordinating children's services; 

{ b) the person who manages the regional office of the 

department of social and rehabilitation services for that 

mental health region; 

(c) a special ed~cation administrator from a school 

district in that mental health region; 

(d) a person, designated by the director of the 

department of health and environmental sciences, who has 

knowledge of that department's service programs to youth; 

(e) a person, designated by the director of the 

department of social and rehabilitation services, who has 

knowledge of the medicaid programs in che mental health 

region; 
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(f) a person, designated by the director of the 

department of social and rehabilitation services, who has 

knowledge of the developmental disabilities program in the 

mental health region; 

(g) a parent of a child with severe emotional 

disturbance; 

(h) a parent of an adolescent with severe emotional 

disturbance: 

{i) a representative from a youth court in the mental 

health region; and 

(j) a representative of the business community in the 

mental health region. 

(3) In addition to the permanent members, the regional 

planning committee, at the discretion of the chairman and in 

accordance with the department 1 s guidelines, may appoint 

temporary members to assist the committee. Temporary members 

may include: 

(a) people knowledgeable in the area of chemical 

dependency; 

(b) people from advocacy organizations; and 

(c) parents of the youth being considered. 

(4) The regional planning committees shall meet at 

least quarterly. 

(5) The regional planning committees are allocated to 

the department for administrative purposes only as provided 
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in 2-15-121. 

(6) The provisions of 2-15-122(5) through (8) apply to 

the regional planning committees and their members. 

{7} The director of the department may, by means of a 

written interagency agreement with the department of family 

services, combine a regional planning committee with the 

youth services planning council provided for in Title 52r 

chapter 1, part 2, to ensure coordination and elimination of 

duplication and fragmentation in planning and delivery of 

services that youth need from the respective departments' 

programs. If a regional planning committee and the youth 

services council are combined, the departments sha~l share 

the cost of the operation in accordance with the terms of 

the interagency agreement. 

NEW SECTION. Section 7. Duties of regional p1anning 

committee. (1) The duties of a regional planning committee 

must include the following and any other duties determined 

necessary by the department: 

(a) identify the number of emotionally disturbed youth 

in need of services in the mental health region and the 

needs of their families; 

(b) identify the resources available in the mental 

health region to meet the identified needs; 

(c) identify the problems in the current system of 

services and recommend solutions to the department and the 
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planning and advisory council established in (section 5]. 

The recommendatio~s must be provided through an annual 

written report to che director of the department and to the 

planning and advisory council. 

(2) To ensure that a coordinated case plan and services 

for an emotionally disturbed youth are provided, a regional 

planning committee shall: 

(a} review the case to resolve 

problems; 

service delivery 

(b) make recommendations when eligibility for services 

is in dispute; 

{c) establish a coordinated plan agreeme~t t~at sets 

forth the duties and responsibilities of the department, 

provisions for financial support for the youthr and family 

review criteria; and 

(d} when necessary, establish the state interagency 

service team 1 s primary case coordinator. 

(3) When an emotionally disturbed youth or his family 

requires services from multiple providers, a referral may be 

made by the department or a regional agency, a service 

provider, or a parent. 

(4) If attempts have been made without success to 

resolve any matter considered under this section, the matter 

must be referred for resolution to the state interagency 

team established in [section 4]. 
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(5) (a) Except as provided in subsection (5) (b), 

information shared on individual cases is confidential and 

subject to the requirements of the department and the 

provisions of 41-3-205. 

for 

(b) Information 

administrative 

regarding specific cases may be shared 

and planning purposes between the 

regional planning committee members, the department, and the 

state interagency team established in [section 4]. 

NEW SECTION. Section 8. Special.ist -- requirements 

duties. (l} The department shall establish a specialist 

position within the department. 

(2} The specialist must have experience 1n providing 

services to emotionally disturbed youth. The department may 

set additional requirements for the specialist position. 

(3) The specialist is responsible for: 

(a) planning, coordinating, and implementing a system 

of services for emotionally disturbed youth; 

(b) administering the child and adolescent service 

system project as long as that federal project continues ta 

exist; and 

(c) carrying out the provisions of [sections 1 through 

8]. 

Section 9. Section 41-3-205, MCA, is amended to read: 

"41-3-205. Confidentiality disclosure exceptions. 

(l) The case records of the department of social and 
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rehabilitation services, the department of family services 

and its local affiliate, the county welfare department, the 

county attorney, and the court concerning actions taken 

under this chapter and all records concerning reports of 

child abuse and neglect shall be kept confidential except as 

provided by this section. Any person who permits or 

encourages the unauthorized dissemination of their contents 

is guilty of a misdemeanor. 

(2) Records may be disclosed to a court for in camera 

inspection if relevant to an issue before it. The court may 

permit public disclosure if it finds such disclosure to be 

necessary for the fair resolution of an issue before it. 

(3) Records may also be disclosed to the following 

persons or entities in this state or any other state: 

(a) a department, agency, or organization, including 

federal agencies, legally authorized to receive, inspect, or 

investigate reports of child abuse or neglect; 

{b} a licensed youth care facility or a licensed 

child-placing agency that is providing services to the 

family or child who is the subject of a report in the 

records; 

(C) a licensed health or mental health professional who 

is treating the family or child who is the subject of a 

report in the records; 

(d) a parent or guardian of the child who is the 
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subject of a report in the records or other person 

responsible for 

the identity of 

information on 

the child 1 s welfare, without disclosure of 

any person who reported or provided 

the alleged child abuse or neglect incident 

contained in the records; 

(e) a child named in the records who was allegedly 

abused or neglected or his guardian ad litem; 

(f) the members of an interdisciplinary child 

protective team authorized under 41-3-108 for the purposes 

of assessing the needs of the child and family, formulating 

a treatment plan, and monitoring the plan; 

{g} a department or agency investigating an applicant 

for a license to operate a youth care facility, day-care 

facility, or child-placing agency if the investigation is 

based on a substantiated report and the applicant is 

notified of the investigation; 

(h} an employee of the department if disclosure of the 

records is necessary for administration of programs designed 

to benefit the child; 

(i) an agency of an Indian tribe or the relatives of an 

Indian child if disclosure of the records is necessary to 

meet requirements of the federal Indian Child Welfare Act; 

(j) a youth probation officer who is working in an 

official capacity with the child who is the subject of a 

report in the records: 
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(k) a county attorney or peace officer if disclosure is 

necessary for the investigation or prosecution of a case 

involving child auuse or neglect; 

(1) a foster care review committee established under 

41-3-lllSj OP 

(m) a school employee participating in an interview of 

a child by a social worker, county attorney, or peace 

officer as provided in 41-3-202L....£E. 

(n) the department of institutions and the regional 

planning committees for emotionally disturbed youth provided 

for in {section 6] and the state interagency team provided 

for in 1.§ection 4J. 

{4) A person who is authorized to receive records under 

this section shall maintain the confidentiality of the 

records and may not disclose information in the records to 

anyone other than the persons described in subsection 

( 3 )(a). 

(5) Nothing in this section is intended to affect the 

confidentiality of criminal court records or records of law 

enforcement agencies." 

Section 10. Section 53-1-201, MCA, is amended to read: 

"53-1-201. Purpose of department. The department shall 

utilize at maximum efficiency the resources of state 

government in a coordinated effort to: 

(1) restore the physically or mentally disabled; 
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(2) rehabilitate the violators of law; 

(3) sustain the vigor and dignity of the aged: 

(4) train children of limited mental capacity to their 

best potential; 

( 5) rededicate the resources of the state to the 

productive independence of its now dependent citizens; a~~ 

(6} coordinate and apply the principles of modern 

institutional administration to the institutions of the 

statei 

(7) establish a comprehensive coordinated system of 

services to meet the needs of emotionally disturbed youth 

and their families; and 

(8) serve as the mental health authority responsible 

for the planning, implementation, coordination£ and 

evaluation of a s~stem of services in accordance with 

[section 4]." 

Section 11. Section 53-1-203, MCA, is amended to read: 

"53-1-203. Powers and duties of department. The 

department shall: 

(1) adopt rules for the admission, custody, transfer, 

and release of residents of institutions except as otherwise 

provided by law; however, no such rules may amend or alter 

the statutory powers and duties of the state board of 

pardons: 

(2) subject to the functions of the department of 
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administration, lease or purchase lands for use by 

institutions and classify those lands to determine which are 

of such character as to be most profitably used for 

agricultural purposes, taking into consideration the needs 

of all institutions for the food products that can be grown 

or produced on the lands and the relative value of 

agricultural programs in the treatment or rehabilitation of 

the persons confined in the institutions: 

(3) contract with private nonprofit Montana 

corporations to establish and maintain community based 

prerelease centers for purposes of preparing inmates of the 

Montana state prison who are approaching parole eligibility 

or discharge for release into the community; the centers 

shall provide a less restrictive environment than the prison 

while maintaining adequate security: the centers shall be 

operated in coordination with other department correctional 

programs, including the supervised release program provided 

for in Title 46, chapter 23, part 4. Nothing in this 

subsection shall affect the department 1 s authority to 

operate and maintain community based prerelease centers in 

existence on July 14, 1982. 

(4) utilize the staff and services of other state 

agencies and units of the Montana university system, within 

their respective statutory functions, to carry out its 

functions under this title; 
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(5) propose programs to the legislature to meet the 

projected 

programs 

long-range needs of institutions, including 

and facilities for the diagnosis, treatment, care, 

and aftercare of persons placed in institutions; 8nd 

(6) encourage the establishment of programs at the 

local level for the prevention and rehabilitation of 

physical and mental disability: and 

(7) adopt rules, establish standards and certification 

requirements, and enter contracts with other state and 

federal agencies and service providers necessary to carry 

out the .E.!....O~i_sions _Qf [section 4]. 0 

NEW SECTION. Section 12. Appropriation. (1) There is 

appropriated to the department of institutions from the 

general fund $5,960,555 for the fiscal year beginning July 

1, 1991, and $6,318,188 for the fiscal year beginning July 

1, 1992. 

(2) The appropriation provided for in subsection (1) 

may be matched with available federal and other funds, 

grants, or gifts to maximize the service benefits for 

children and adolescents with severe emotional disturbance 

and to demonstrate the partnership that needs to exist among 

state government, local governments and communities, private 

providers, parents, and federal and private programs. 

(3) The intent of the legislature is for these funds to 

be expended to begin development, measure impact, and 
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1 establish a sound information base through the establishment 

2 of service demonstrations for the system of services to meet 

3 the needs of emotionally disturbed youth and their families. 

4 The information gained from these demonstrations is to be 

5 used to develop a planned and shared response to the needs 

6 of youth with severe emotional disturbance and their 

7 families and to present this response to the 53rd 

8 legislature and each regular session thereafter. 

9 NEW SECTION. Section 13. Repealer. Section 53-4-118, 

10 MCA, is repealed. 

11 NEW SECTION. Section 14. Codification instruction. 

12 [Sections l through 81 are intended to be codified as an 

13 integral part of Title 53, chapter 4, and the provisions of 

14 Title 53, chapter 4, apply to (sections 1 through 8]. 

15 NEW SECTION. Section 15. Effective date. [This act J is 

16 effective July 1, 1991. 

-End-
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STATE OF MONTANA - FISCAL NOTE 
Form BD-15 

In compliance with a written request, there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note for HB0981, as introduced. 

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION: 

An act to develop a comprehensive coordinated system of in-state services to meet the long-term care needs of emotio~ally 
disturbed youth; to appropriat:e money to the Department of Institutions; amending sections; and providing an effective date. 

ASSUMI'I!ONS: 

Depart:ment of Instit:ut:ions: 
1. This bill delegates rulemaking authority to the Department of Institutions t:o develop a comprehensive plan for a svstem 

of services for emotionally disturbed youth and t:heir families. 
2. A 22 member st:ate planning and advisory council will be established at a cost of $9,106 per year. 
3. Five regional planning committees with 10 members each will be established at an annual cost of $9,921. 
4. The bill authorizes a child mental health specialist located in the cent:ral office which already is a current leve~ 

posit:ion. 
5. This bill also ~equires new services for the emotionally disturbed youth; however, the cost for this cannot be 

determined until a comprehensive plan is developed. 
6. This bill contains an appropriation of $5,960,555 in FY92 and $6,318, 188 in FY93 with the intent- that the funds be used 

to develop, measure impact and establish an information base through the establishment of service demonstrations for the 
system of services to meet the needs of emotionally disturbed youth and their families. 

Department of Famil v Services: 
7. Current review of out-of-state placements shows approximately 36% would benefit from in-state services for the 

emotionally disturbed or about 18 clients. 
8. The average yearly cost for a client receiving out-of-state treatment services is $36,228. 
9. Approximately $652, 104 of general fund costs could be saved if the 18 emotionally disturbed clients would be ser:"d in­

state by the Department: of Institutions. 
10. The total current level out-of-state placement costs are $1,340,445 per year. 

FISCAL IMPACT: 

see next page 
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Fiscal Note Request, HBQ981. iHi imp,duccd 
Form BP·lS 
Page 2 

FISCAL IMPACT· 

Department of Institµtions: 
Exi:isnditures: 
Operating Costs 
Grants 

Total 
Funging 
General Fund 

uepartment of Family Services: 
Expenditures; 
Benefits and Claims 
Funding: 
General Fund 

General Fund Impact 

Current k!!w 
0 
Q 
0 

0 

1,340,445 

1,340,445 

LONG·RANGE EFFECTS OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION: 

FY '92 
rr2Rosed k!!w 

19.027 
s,is~ 187 
5,272,214 

S, 272,214 

688,341 

688,341 

Qifferense 
19.027 

s.i:p,1s1 
5,272,214 

5,272,214 

(652,104) 

(652,104) 

(4,620,110) 

!.1u;:reot I,aw 
0 

0 

0 

1,340,445 

1,340,445 

FY '93 
fi;:oposed !,aw 

19,027 
!;i,610,820 
5,629,847 

5,629,847 

688,341 

688,341 

tj.ffei;:e-:ice 
19, J27 

5,610 ~2Q 
5,629. S47 

5,629 B47 

(652. 104) 

(652 104) 

(4,977. 743) 

In·state services for emotionally disturbed children would decrease the need for funding to DFS for out•of-home care. ~hese 
clients may be more appropriately served in-state and at possibly less cost. 

HB '11'/-J 
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HOUSE BILL NO. 981 

INTRODUCED BY RUSSELL, STICKNEY 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO DEVELOP A 

COMPREHENSIVE COORDINATED SYSTEM OF IN-STATE SERVICES TO 

MEET THE LONG-TERM CARE NEEDS OF EMOTIONALLY DISTURBED ¥6HTH 

CHILDREN AND ADOLESCENTS; TO APPROPRIATE MONEY TO THE 

DEPARTMENT OF TNSTfTHTf6NS7--AMBNBfNG--SB6Tf6NS--4±-3-i85, 

53-±-re±,--I\NB--53-±-r83,--MeA FAMILY SERVICES; REPEALING 

SECTION 53-4-118, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE." 

STATBMBNT-6P-iNTBNT 

A-statement-o£-intent-is-prov±ded-£or-th±s-bii¼--~eeettse 

rtt~effle~±ng--attther~ty--±s--de~egated--to--the--departfflent-0£ 

instittte±ons-to-deve¼op-a-eomprehensive-p¼an-£or-e-system-o£ 

~erY±ees-~or-emet±ena¼¼y-distttrbed-yettth-and-the±r-£am±~±es. 

~he-r~¼es-mttst-address,-at-a-minimttffl~ 

t¼t--e¼i9ib±¼±ty--reqtt±rements--£or---part±e±~a~±en---~n 

programs-£or-emo~±ona¼¼y-distttrbed-yottth~ 

tit--deve¼o~ment----of----±ntera9eney---agreeme~ts---for 

eeord±na~~e"-ei--serv~eee--amo"g--etat~--age"e±ee--pre~iding 

eer~ieee-~o-~h¼rare~-a"~-adoieee~ft~~, 

t3t--deve¼opment-of-a-p~oeed~re-for-ease-~e~otntton; 

t4t--eriter~a--fer--tne-tl~e-ef-atlt-o~-~t~~e-re~otl~ee~-tn 

treat±ng-emet±onarry-diettlrbed-yetlth;-and 

~•n• "•""''"' c==" 
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HB 0981/02 

t5t--estah¼±~kment-ef-stendards-Eor-perent-part±e~p8Cieft 

±n-the-eest-0£-serYiees. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

(Refer to Introduced Bill} 

Strike evecything after the enacting clause and insert: 

NEW SECTION. Section 1. Purpose. The purpose of 

{sections 1 through 6] is to establish a comprehensive, 

coordinated, and child-centeted system of services to meet 

the needs of children and adolescents with severe emotional 

disturbances. The system cf services must: 

(1) be community-based; 

(2) ensure the rights of the child to a safe 

environment and to ceceipt of the most appropciate services 

in the least restrictive environment possible; 

{3) acknowledge that children and adolescents with 

sevece emotional disturbances are suffering from illnesses 

that are treatable and are entitled to receive treatment for 

themselves and services for their families from qualified 

and trained providers through a delivery system that 

recoqnizes the importa:it role of the patent in tceatment; 

(4) be the loint responsibility of a public and private 

partnership; and 

('~) dltow for ~it-~f-state crecitment of children and 

adolescent~ with severe e~otional disturbances only when 

-2- HB 981 
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HB 0981/02 

appropriate in-state treatment is not available and as a 

last resort, based upon clearly stated reasons acceptable to 

and approved by the interagency committee provided for in 

[section 3]. 

NEW SECTION. Section 2. Definitions. As used in 

[sections l through 6], the following definitions apply: 

{ l) 0 Departments" means the department of family 

services provided for in Title 2, chapter 15, part 24, and 

the department of institutions provided for in Title 2, 

chapter 15, part 23. 

(2) ''Child-centered'' means that the needs and rights of 

the child and family direct the types and mix of services 

provided, preserving the family unit whenever possible. 

(3) "Community-based" means that the locus of services 

as well as case coordination and decisionmaking 

responsibility, including initiative for financial 

responsibility, rests at the community level to the greatest 

extent possible. 

NEW SECTION. Section 3. Comprehensive plan .. The 

departments shall jointly develop a comprehensive plan for a 

system of services for children and adolescents with severe 

emotional disturbances. The plan must be reviewed by the 

state youth services council provided for in 52-1-202 and by 

the mental health planning council provided for in Public 

Law 99-660. The plan must be presented to each regular 

-3- HB 981 
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HB 0981/02 

session of the legislature. The plan must include but is not 

limited to: 

(1) establishing a definition of children and 

adolescents with severe emotional disturbances; 

( 2) idenLifying the system of services needed to meet 

the needs of children and adolescents with severe emotional 

disturbances in accordance with the purpose of 

through 6]; 

[sections l 

(3) establishing definitions and standards for the 

services included within the system of services; 

(4) establishing definitions, criteria, and eligibility 

to be used to identify children and adolescents with severe 

emotional disturbances needing services; 

(5) establishing the target population and number to 

enable a planned development and implementation of the 

system of services; 

{6) identifying existing resources and 

may be included in the system of services: 

(7) identifying the interdepartmental 

services that 

responsibility 

and coordination with other state agencies needed to provide 

services to children and adolescents with severe emotional 

disturbances; 

( 8) identifying the weaknesses in the system of 

services and a plan for addressing them, including the 

associated costs; 

-4- HB 981 
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HB 0981/02 

(9) recommending a budget for the implementation of the 

system of services, maximizing funding from federal sources, 

private sources, local governments and communities, and 

parents; 

(10) establishing standards for parent participation in 

the cost of services to their child or adolescent according 

to their ability to pay and for maximizing the use of third­

party payment resources; 

(11} establishing procedures to utilize existing state 

and local advisory councils and to expand the councils when 

appropriate; and 

(12) establishing a review process for out-of-state 

referrals and establishing an interagency committee that is 

responsible for approving referrals. 

NEW SECTION. Section 4. Interagency agreement. Tr.e 

departments shall establish an interagency agreement that is 

reviewed and amended annually for the purpose of carrying 

out their joint responsibilities under [sections l through 

6]. The agreement must include but is not limited to: 

(ll responsibilities, duties, and target populations of 

each department in the implementation of a system of 

services for children and adolescents with severe emotior.al 

disturbances; 

(2) procedures for resolving any matters arising 

pursuant to the agreement or the requirements of [sections 1 

-5- HS 981 
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HB 0981/02 

through 6}, including case planning, case coordination of 

individual service plans, and case resolution; and 

(3) utilization of the resources of the departments, 

including shared funding, joint pilot programs provided for 

in [section 5], and maximized ~se of other sources of funds, 

grants, and waivers provided u.nder federal programs. 

NEW SECTION. Section 5. Pilot programs. 'I'he 

departments, utilizing the interagency agreement provided 

for in [section 4], shall develop and implement joint pilot 

programs to demonstrate the effectiveness of services 

provided in accordance with the purpose of [sections l 

through 6J, to determine the cost of providing the services, 

and to evaluate the appropriateness of expanding the 

services to other areas of the state. The pilot programs 

must: 

(1) be implemented according to a request for proposal 

process; 

(2) oe targeted toward those children and adolescents 

with severe emotioz1al disturbances who are currently in 

out-of-state treatment facilities or who are in imminent 

need of treatment; and 

{3) demonstrate the ability to maximize federal, state, 

and privat~ funds as well as third-party and parental 

payrne11rs. 

NEW SEC1'ION. Section 6. Staff assignment. T!'.e 

-6- HB 981 
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department of institutions shall assign sufficient staff 

resources to provide a liaison between the departments and 

to provide the mental health expertise to carry out the 

purposes of [sections l through 6]. 

NEW SECTION. Section 7. Appropriation. (1) There is 

appropriated to the department of family services from the 

general fund $400r000 for the biennium beginning July 1, 

1991. 

(2) The appropriation may be used in a discretionary 

10 manner to enable the funds to be matched with available 

11 federal and other funds, grants, or gifts in order to 

12 maximize the service benefits for children and adolescents 

13 with severe emotional disturbances and to demonstrate the 

14 partnership that needs to exist between state government, 

15 local governments and communities, private providers, 

16 parents, and federal and private programs. 

17 {3) The intent of the legislature is that these funds 

18 be expended for pilot programs provided for in [section 5]. 

19 The information gained from these programs is to be used to 

20 develop a planned and shared response to the needs of 

21 children and adolescents with severe emotional disturbances, 

22 as well as their families, and to present this response to 

23 each regular session of the legislature. 

24 NEW SECTION. Section 8. Repealer. Section S3-4-118, 

25 MCA, is repealed. 
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NEW SECTION. Section 9. Codification instruction. 

[Sections 1 through 6) are intended to 

integral part of Title 53, chapter 

provisions of Title 53, chapter 4, 

[sections l through 6J. 

be codified as an 

4, part l, and the 

part 1, apply to 

NEW SECTION. Section 10. Effective date. [This act] is 

effective July 1, 1991. 

-End-
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