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BY REQUEST OF THE DEPARTMENT OF INSTITUTIONS

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT AUTHORIZING THE CLOSURE
OF THE GALEN CAMPUS OF THE MONTANA STATE HOSPITAL; DELETING
CERTARIN STATUTORY REFERENCES TO THE GALEN CAMPUS AND THE
DUTIES OF THE GALEN CAMPUS: DEFINING THE FUNCTION OF THE
MONTANA STATE HOSPITAL; AMENDING SECTION 53-6-301, MCA;
REPEALING SECTIONS 50-17-104, 53-6-303, AND 53-6-304, MCA;

AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE."

WHEREAS, the Department of Institutions has proposed to
close the Galen Campus of the Montana State Hospital; and

WHEREAS, the Galen facility is being underused, has
increasing operating costs, and has a decaying and
inefficient infrastructure; and

WHEREAS, there is more appropriate and improved care
available to the Galen patients at other state and private
facilities; and

WHEREAS, the consent of the Legislature is required by
section 53-1-202(2), MCA, before a state institution may be

discontinued or abandoned.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

Z\\“ontan;l Legisiative Council
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NEW SECTION. Section 1. Closure of Galen campus. The
department of institutions may close the Galen campus of the
Montana state hospital on or after July 1, 1591.

Section 2. section 53-6-301, MCA, is amended to read:

*53-6-301. Location and primary function of hospital.
(1) The agency providing eomprehensive mental health ecare
services at Gaten-mnd Warm Springs, Montana, is the Montana
state hospital. and-as-itts-primery-functren-prevides=

{ay--care-and-treatment-of-mentatty-iit-personss

tby--diagnesisy-ecarer-evatuationy--breatment;——referraty
and-—--rehabitication-—-ocf--persons--affticted-—with——chemieat
dependencys

fey——care-and-kreatment-of-—-institueionai--residents——or
etienrs-——of-—the—-departmentis——commuanity-—and--residenciak
programs-whe—-regquire-acute-hospitat-eare-er-nursing-cares
tdy-—tkreatmene-of-tubereutests-and-—sitrcosits--{commonty
eatted-minerls—consamptionys
tey-——-detoxification-—-of--those--—perscns--whe-ssek-retief
Erom-the-disabting-effects-af--ateohei--and--other——chemicail
substancess-and
t£y~--contingent-—upon—-space—and-funds;-the-treatment-of
puimenary-diseases-and-other-medical-or-organic-diserders~s
t24—-Fhe-campus—faciitty-at-Harm--Springsr--Hontanar——-ts
the——compenent--deatgnated-as-the-mentat-heateh-factiteyr—aa

defined-tn-53-21-1627-of-the-department-of-institacions--for
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the-care-and-teeataent—cf-mentatty-iti-persona-
13¥--Fhe-designated-campus-factiities-at-Gateny;-Montanars
are---the—--components---designated-——as--—-the--departmentis
residentiat-treatnent—£facitities-for-those-persona-suffering
from-chemicai-dependency~
t41-—Fhe-campus—-£faciticy-at-Galten;-Mentana;-lieensed-~to
provide-scute-hospitat-and-intermediate-nursing-care;-ts-the
fmecitity-—component-designated-for—the-care—and-treatment-of
the-medicai-and-organtec—-diserders-described-tn-thia-sections

(2) The Montana state hospital is a component of the

public mental health system administered by the department

of institutions.

(3) The primary function of the Montana state hospital

is the treatment of adults experiencing acute episodes of

mental illness that have not been effectively stabilized by

crisis intervention services or short-term local inpatient

heospitalization.”

NEW SECTION. Section 3. Repealer. Sections 50-17-104,
53-6-303, and 53-6-304, MCA, are repealed.

NEW SECTION. Section 4. Effective date. [This act] is
effective July 1, 1991.
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