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~ $~ BILL NO . ..:l..6...l. 

/ . 
INTRODUCED BY 

BY REQUEST OF THE DEPARTMENT OF INSTITUTIONS 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT AUTHORIZING THE CLOSURE 

OF THE GALEN CAMPUS OF THE MONTANA STATE HOSPITAL; DELETING 

CERTAIN STATUTORY REFERENCES TO THE GALEN CAMPUS AND THE 

DUTIES OF THE GALEN CAMPUS; DEFINING THE FUNCTION OF THE 

MONTANA STATE HOSPITAL; AMENDING SECTION 53-6-301, MCA; 

REPEALING SECTIONS 50-17-104, 53-6-303, AND 53-6-304, MCA; 

ANO PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE." 

WHEREAS, the Department of Institutions has proposed to 

close the Galen Campus of the Montana State Hospital; and 

WHEREAS, the Galen facility is being underused, has 

increasing operating costs, and has a decaying and 

inefficient infrastructure; and 

WHEREAS, there is more appropriate and improved care 

available to the Galen patients at other state and private 

facilities; and 

WHEREAS, the consent of the Legislature is required by 

section 53-1-202(2), MCA, before a state institution may be 

discontinued or abandoned. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 
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NEW SECTION. Section 1. Closure of Galen campus. The 

department of institutions may close the Galen campus of the 

Montana state hospital on or after July 1, 1991. 

Section 2. Section 53-6-301, MCA, is amended to read: 

"53-6-301. Location and primary function of hospital. 

(1) The agency providing eomprehensive mental health ee:re 

services at Galen-and Warm Springs, Montana, is the Montana 

state hospital~ and-ae-±cs-prime:ry-ittne~±en-prevides~ 

tat--eare-and-~rea~men~-0£-men~a¼¼y-±±¼-pereen9~ 

tbt--d±agnes±s,-eare,-e•a¼ttaCien,--creacmenc,--referre¼7 

and---rehabi¼icac±on--er--pereons--af!½ieCed--w±eh--ebem±ee¼ 

de~endeney~ 

tet--ee:re-and-Creacmenc-0£--insCiCttCiena¼--residenes--or 

e¼iencs---of--~he--deparcmen~is--ee!IU!\ttft±Cy--and--res±den~±a¼ 

programs-whe-reqttire-aettte-hospiCa¼-eere-er-nttrsing-eare~ 

fdt--creatment-0£-Cttberettlosis-and--si¼ieosis--teefflfflonly 

ea¼¼ed-mineris-eensttm~tient; 

tet--detoxi£±eation--o£--Chose--persons--who-see~-re¼±e£ 

Erom-the-d±sa&¼ing-ef£eets-o£--a¼eoho¼--and--other--ehemiea¼ 

sttestafte@s;-and 

fft--een~iftgen~--ttpen--spaee-and-fttnds,-the-treetment-ef 

~ttimenary-disee~es-aftd-eCher-me~ieai-or-or~aftie-diserders, 

tit--~he-eampns-raeiii~y-a~-Warm--Spriftgs,--Moft~ftfta7--i~ 

the--eempo"en~--~esigftated-as-~he-meft~a½-hea½~n-re:e±½i~y,-as 

defined-in-S3-2t-t&r7-ef-the-de~ertment-of-inst±tttt±ens--for 
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l the-eare-and-treatment-or-mentally-ill-persons7 

2 t3t--~he-designated-eampas-raeilities-at-6alen7-Montana7 

3 are---the---eomponents---designated---as---the--department~s 

4 residenC¼ai-treaCment-£aei¼ities-£or-tftese-persons-stt£fering 

5 rrem-ehemieal-dependeney7 

6 t4t--~he-eampas-raeility-at-6alen7-Montana7-lieensed--to 

7 provide-aettte-hospiCai-and-intermediate-n~rsing-eare,-is-the 

8 £aei¼ity--eomponent-designated-fer-the-eare-and-treatment-ef 

9 the-mediea¼-and-erganie-diserders-deseribed-¼n-this-seetienT 

10 (2) The Montana state hospital is a component of the 

11 public mental health system administered by the department 
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15 

16 

17 

18 

of institutions. 

(3) The primary function of the Montana state hospital 

is the treatment of adults experiencing acute episodes of 

mental illness that have not been effectively stabilized by 

crisis intervention services or short-term local inpatient 

hospitalization." 

NEW SECTION. Section 3. Repealer. Sections 50-17-104, 

19 53-6-303, and 53-6-304, MCA, are repealed. 

20 NEW SECTION. Section 4. Effective date. [This act J is 

21 effective July 1, 1991. 
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