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A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT ESTABLISHING VOLUNTARY 

STATEWIDE CAMPAIGN EXPENDITURE LIMITATIONS; AND AMENDING 

SECTION 13-10-202, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

NEW SECTION. Section 1. Voluntary limitations on 

political expenditures. (1) A candidate may voluntarily 

agree to limit his campaign expenditures and those of his 

committee or independent committees and his immediate family 

made on his behalf by filing an affidavit with the secretary 

of state. 

(2) The affidavit must state that the candidate knows 

the voluntary expenditure limitations as set out in { section 

2] and that he is voluntarily ag[eeing to limit his 

expenditures and those made on his behalf by his committee, 

independent committees, and immediate family to the amount 

set by law. The affidavit must further state that the 

candidate does not cond0ne and may not solicit any 

independent expenditures made on behalf of his candidacy. 

The affidavit must be sworn and subscribed to by the 

candidate and notarized. 

(3) An affidavit in compliance with this section must 
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LC 1547/01 

be filed within 10 days after the date on which a candidate 

files his declaration of candidacy or is declared a write-in 

winner of a primary election. 

NEW SECTION. Section 2. Political expenditure 

limitation amounts. Total expenditures by a candidate who 

voluntarily agrees to limit campaign expenditures, 

provided in (section l], are as follows: 

as 

( l J for United States senator, united States 

representative, or governor, $1 million for the election 

cycle; 

(2) for statewide office, other than a statewide office 

covered under subsection (1), $150,000 for the election 

cycle: 

(3) for public service commission member, $50,000 for 

the election cycle; 

(4) for state senator, $15,000 for the election cycle: 

(5) for state representative or county elected 

official, $7,500 for the election cycle; 

(6) for district court judge, $20,000 for the election 

cycle. 

NEW SECTION. Section 3. Penalty. ( 1) A candidate who 

voluntarily agrees to limit campaign expenditures, as 

provided in [section lJ, and who exceeds the total political 

expenditure limitations, as provided in [section 2), not 

including amounts excluded in [section 4}, in running for 

-2-
INTRODUCED BILL 
It& 'I~~ 



' 

l 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

LC 1547/01 

any office in either a state primary or state general 

election, or loth, is subject to a fine schedule that is 

based on the percentage by which the candidate exceeds 

permitted campaign expenditures, so that the candidate shall 

pay a percentage of the excess campaign expenditures as 

follows: 

(a) candidate for United States senator, United States 

representative, or governor: 

( i) under $2, ODO ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 11 

(ii) $2,000 - $10,000 •••.••••••••.....•••••••......•• 10\ 

(iii) over $10,000 - $20,000 ••.••••••••.....•.•....•• 25\ 

(iv) over $20,000 .................................... 50\ 

(b) candidate for statewide office, other than a 

statewide office covered under subsection (l)(a): 

(i) under $500 •.•.•••••••..•..•..••••...•..•.•••....• 1% 

(ii) $500 - $1,000 ................................... 10\ 

(iii) over $1,000 - $5,000 ........................... 25% 

(iv) over $5,000 ..................................... 50\ 

(c) candidate for public service commission member: 

( i) under $250 •••.•...•.••••.....•...•.•.•..•. • •. • • • .1% 

(ii) $250 - $750 ..................................... 10\ 

(iii) over $750 - $2,000 ............................. 25\ 

(iv) over $2,000 .•.•.•••..•.•.................••.•••• 50% 

(d} candidate for state senator: 

(i) under $100 •...•••................................ H 
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(ii) $100 - $500 ..................................... 10\ 

(iii) over $500 - $1,000 .....••••••••••••••..•••••••• 25\ 

(iv) over $1,000 ..................................... 50% 

(e) candidate for state representative or county 

elected official: 

(i) under $50 •.••••••........••.•••••••...•••••••••.. 1% 

(ii) $50 - $250 ...................................... 10% 

(iii) over $250 - $500 ............................... 25% 

(iv) over $500 ....................................... 50% 

(f) candidate for district court judge: 

( i) under $100 .•••••••...••.••••••.......••.••....... 1% 

(ii) $100 - $500 ..................................... 10% 

(iii) over $500 - $1, ooo ............................. 25\ 

(iv) over $1,000 ••••••.•..••••.•..........••••...•••• 50% 

(2) A fine assessed under this section must be paid to 

the commissioner of campaign practices for deposit in the 

general fund prior to the certification of the election. 

Failure to pay this fine disqualifies a person to serve in 

office. 

NEW SECTION. Section 4. Exclusion from expenditures. 

For the purposes of [sections l through SJ, campaign 

expenditures do not include: 

(1) funds spent by the candidate or his committee more 

than 1 year prior to the primary election datP for goods or 

services not used directly in the campaign; 

-4-
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(2) funds spent for payments of filing fees; and 

(3) payments of fines pursuant to [section 3]. 

NEW SECTION. Section 5. Option to remove voluntary 

limitations penalty. (l} A candidate who exceeds the 

limitations set forth in [section 2], whether or not he has 

voluntarily agreed to the limitations of [section 2], shall 

notify the secretary of state within 1 working day of 

exceeding the spending limit. 

(2) Upon notification by a candidate that he has 

exceeded the spending limitations, the secretary of state 

shall notify the opposing candidates of the action. If an 

opposing candidate has voluntarily assumed the spending 

limitation, he may, within 5 working days of his notice of 

his opponent's overspending, pay the additional filing fee 

required under 13-10-202{2) and is no longer subject to the 

spending limitation fines as provided in [section 3]. 

{3) A candidate who knowingly fails to notify the 

secretary of state as required under subsection (1) is 

subject to removal of his name from the ballot. 

Section 6. 

"13-10-202. 

Section 13-10-202, MCA, is amended to read: 

Filing f:ces alternative filin~ fees, 

Piling (1) Except as provided in subsection (2), filing fees 

are as follows: 

t¼tfil for err±e~~-"av±ftg-an-a"~naT-~aiary-or-7~,see-e~ 

¼e~~-and candidates for the legislature, $15; 
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tit--for-eeanty-or£~ee~-hav±ng-an-an"tta¼-9a¼ary-0£--more 

than-$~ 7 5007 -9,51-0£-the-tota¼-ann~a¼-sa¼ary; 

t3t--for--other--oE£*ee~-"av±ng-an-anntta¼-saTary-o~-more 

than-$~ 7599,-11-0£-tne-tota¼-annnai-sa¼ary; 

t4t_ill for offices in which compensation is paid in 

fees,. $10; 

(c) for offices not covered by subsection (l)(a), 

(l)(b), or (l)(dl, 0.51 of the total annual salary; 

t5t1.!!1_ for officers of political parties, presidential 

electors, and officers who receive no salary or fees, no 

filing fee is required. 

(2) A person qualified to run for office who does not, 

pursuant to [section l], voluntarily accept the expenditure 

limitations set forth in [section 2] shall, in order to have 

his name printed on the primary ballot of any party, file 

with the appropriate official the filing fee, together with 

one written assent to candidacy, as follows: 

(a) for United States senator, $5,000; 

(b) for governor and United States representative, 

$2,500; 

l.£2 for statewide office! other than a statewide office 

covered under subsection (2)(a) or (2)(b), $1,500; 

(d) for public service commission member, $1,000: 

1.!U for state senator, $200; 

ill for state reE,resentative and county elected 
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offi.cial, $100: 

(g) for d1strict court judge, $1,000." 

NEW SECTION. Section 7. Codification 

LC 1547/01 

instruction. 

4 [Sections 1 through 5] are intended to be codified as an 

5 integral part of Title 13, chapter 37, and the provisions of 

6 Title 13, chapter 37, apply to [sections l through 5), 

7 NEW SECTION. Section 8. Severability. If a part of 

8 [this actJ is invalid, all valid parts that are severable 

9 from the invalid part remain in effect. If a part of [this 

10 actj is invalid in one or more of its applications, the part 

11 remains in effect in all valid applications that are 

12 severable from the invalid applications. 

-End-
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STATE OF MONTANA - FISCAL NOTE 
Form BD-15 

In compliance with a written request, there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note for HB0955, as introduced. 

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION: 

An act establishing voluntary statewide campaign expenditure limitations. 

ASSUMPTIONS: 
Secretary of State: 
1. Filing fee income is collected in even nwnbered fiscal years only (FY92). 
2. Penalties are collect3d by the Commissioner of Political Practices. 
3. No candidates will opt for exemption after filing. 
4. Based on historical data, candidate filings will be as follows: 

Congress: 4 filing, 2 agreeing to limits, 2 not. Governor: 4 filing, 2 agreeing, 2 not. 
Attorney General: 2 filing, both agree to limits. Auditor: 2 filing, both agree to limits. 
Sec. of State: 2 filing, both agree to limits. Superintendent: 2 filing both agree to limits. 
Supreme Court: 4 filing, all agree to limits. Dist. Court: 8 filing, all agree to limits. 
PSC: 2 filing, both will agree to limits. State Senate: 40 filing, all but 4 agree to limits. 
House of Representatives: 150 filing, all but 6 agree to limits. 

5. Expenditures are not impacted. Costs for minor revisions to forms will be absorbed in agency budget. 
Commissioner of Political Practices: 
6. An affidavit form for state candidates to limit voluntarily their campaign expenditures will need to be devised and 

printed. Costs will be absorbed in the current budget. 
7. The affidavit form will be mailed to all state candidates immediately after they have filed for office along with other 

forms mailed by the commissioner at that time. 
8. Costs for mailing the affidavit will be absorbed in the costs for mailing other materials to state candidates. 
9. Revenue from fines and penalties cannot be determined at this time. 

FISCAL IMPACT: 
Secretary of State: FY '92 

Curre_nt Law Proposed Law 
Revenues: 
Filing Fees (01) 20,839 20,980 

General Fund Impact 

.··1 .•· --
/ . /(___ . •} J<--:,)· 

5:;_/,~~ _j_k--' ;_' -_,.-; ·'Z/ 
ROD SUNDSTED, BUDGET DIRECTOR DATE 
Office of Budget and Program Planning 

Difference 

141 

141 

HAL HARPE .. , 

Fiscal Note 

FY '93 
Current _Lsl_w Proposed Law 

0 0 

Difference 

Ht, 9s-~ 

0 

0 
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HOUSE BILL NO. 955 

INTRODUCED BY IIARPER, MAZUREK 

BY RE_Q_UEST OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT ESTABLISHING VOLUNTARY 

STATBWfBB CAMPAIGN EXPENDITURE LIMITATIONS; AND AMENDING 

SECTION 13-10-202, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

NEW SECTION. Section 1. Voluntary 

pe¼i~iea¼ CAMPAIGN expenditures. (l) A 

limitations 

candidate 

on 

may 

voluntarily agree to limit his campaign expenditures and 

those of his committee or independent committees and his 

immediate family made on his behalf by filing an affidavit 

with the secretary of state. 

(2) The affidavit must state that the candidate knows 

the voluntary expenditure limitations as set out in {section 

2) and that he is voluntarily agreeing to limit his 

expenditures and those made on his behalf by his committee, 

independent committees, and immediate family to the amount 

set by law. The affidavit must further state that the 

candidate does not condone aftd--May--"ot---so¼±e±t any 

independent expenditures made on behalf of his candidacy. 

The affidavit must be ~worn and subscribed 

candidate and notarized. 

by the 
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HB 0955/02 

13) An affidavit in compliance with this section must 

be filed witftTft-t8-days-a£ter WITH THE SECRETARY OF STATE ON 

the date on which a candidate files his declaration of 

candidacy or is declared a write-in winner of a primary 

election. IMMEDIATELY AFTER RECEIVING AN AFFIDAVIT FILED 

PURSUANT TO THIS SECTION, THE SECRETARY OF STATE SHALL 

FORWARD A COPY OF THE AFFIDAVIT TO THE COMMISSIONER. 

NEW SECTION. Section 2. -poI!l'.!~l!l VOLUNTARY CAMPAIGN 

expeoditure limitation amounts. ill Total expenditures by a 

candidate who voluntarily agrees to limit campaign 

expenditures, as provided in [section 1), are as follows: 

t¼till for United States senator7---Hnited---s~at~9 

represe"ra~¼we7 or governor, $1 million for the election 

cycle; 

(B) FOR UNITED STATES REPRE~ENTATIVE, $500,000 FOR THE 

ELECTION CYCLE; 

titill foe statewide office, other than a statewide 

office covered undec subsection (1), $150,000 for the 

election cycle; 

t3ti.Ql for public service commission member, $50,000 

for the election cycle; 

t4t~ for state senator, $15,000 for the election 

cycle; 

t~ttf)_ for ~tdte representative or coun~y 

officidl~ SJ.500 tor the election cycle; 

-2-
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district court judge, $20,000 for the 

(2) BEGINNING ONJ,ULY 1, 1993, AND ON JULY l OF EACH 

ODD-NUMBERED YEAR, THE COMMISSIONER SHALL INCREASE THE 

001,LMI AMOUNTS CONTAINED IN SUBSECTIONS ( l) (A) THROUGH 

lll{G) BY THE AMOUNT EQUAL TO THE AGGREGATE PERCENTAGE 

IIICllEASE IN THE PREVIOUS 2 CALENDAR YEARS' CONSU!IIER PRICE 

INDEX FOR ALL URBAN CONSUMERS FROM THE U.S. DEPARTMENT OF 

LABOR, BUREAU OF STATISTICS, OR ANY OTHER INDEX THAT THE 

BUREAU OF BUSINESS AND ECONOMIC RESEARCH OF THE UNIVERSITY 

OF MONTANA MAY IN TIIE FUTURE RECOGNIZE AS THE SUCCESSOR OF 

THAT INDEX. TRE NEW AIIOOll'rS MUST BE ROUNDED UP TO THE 

IIBAREST $100, AN!) THE COMMISSIOMER SHALL ADOPT NEW AMOUNTS 

Bl RULE. 

liEW SE(:'.1'101<1. 5ectioJl 3. P•nalty. {l) A candidate who 

voluntarily ag.ree-s to limit campaign expenditures, as 

provided in (section l}, and who exceeds the total potttteet 

VOLUNTARY CAMPAIGN expendicure limitations, as provided in 

(section 2), n·ot including amounts excluded in [section 4), 

in running for any office in either a state primary or state 

genecal election, or both, is subject to a fine schedule 

that is based on the 

exce,eda pe-rmitted 

percentage by which 

camt,aign expenditures, 

the 

so 

candidate 

th·at the 

candidate shall pay a percentage of the excess campaign 

expenditures as follows: 

-3- HB 955 
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(a) candidate for United States senator, United States 

representative, or governor: 

(i) under $2,000 •..••••......•••••••••..••••••..••••• 1\ 

(ii) $2,000 - $10,000 ..•••••••••••.••..•.•........... 10\ 

(iii) over $10,000 - S20,000 ••.•.•••..• , ............. 25% 

(iv) over $20,000 .••••••.•••••••••••...•....•••.••••• 50\ 

fb) candidate for statewide office, other than 

statewide office covered under subsection (l)(a): 

a 

( i) under $500 ••.••••...•.••••••••••..•••••••..•••••• 1\ 

(ii) $500 - $1,000 •••..••.••••••••....•••••••••.••..• 10\ 

{iii) over $1,000 - $5,000 •••••••••••••••••••........ 25\ 

{iv) over $5,000 •.. , ••.•.•••....••••••.••••••••.••••• SO\ 

(c) candidate fof public service collUllission member: 

{ i) under $250, , ••••••••••...••••••••.•••••••..•••••• l \ 

(ii) $250 - $750 .•.••••••.•••••••••......•......••••• 10\ 

{iii) over $750 - $2,000 ••••.••••..•••........•.•••.• 25\ 

(iv) over $2,000 •••••••••..••••...........•••••••••.. 50\ 

(d) candidate for state senator: 

{i) under $100 ••••••.••••....•••••••••••.•••••.•••••• u 

(ii) $100 - $500 ............... , •••••••.••••••......• 10\ 

(iii) over $500 - $1,000 •.....••••••••••••••••.•••••• 25\ 

(iv) over $1,000 •••••••.•••••••••........•..•.••• · •••• 50\ 

(e) candiddte for state representative or county 

elected official: 

(i) under $'i0 .•...•••••••.••..•••....•••••••...••.••• 1\ 

-4- HB 955 
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I ii l $50 - $250 ...................................... 10\ 

(iii) over $250 - $500 ...••..•••••••••••••••....••••. 25% 

( iv) over $500 ••••••..•••••••••.••••••••...•.•......• 50% 

(f) candidate for district court judge: 

(i) under $100 •••••••••..•••••••••.•••••.•••..••••••• 1% 

(ii) $100 - $500 •••••••••••..••••••••••••••••••.••••• 10% 

(iii) over $500 - $1,000 ••••••••••.••••.••••••.•••• •• 25\ 

(iv) over $1,000 ..•••••••••••••.•••••••••••••.••••..• 501; 

{2) A fine assessed under this section must be paid to 

the commissioner of eempaig" POLITICAL practices for deposit 

in the general fund prior to the certification of the 

RESULTS OF AN election. Pailare---~e---pay---~fti9---rine 

disqaa¼ifies--a--persen--~e-9erY@-in-of£tce A CERTIFICATE OF 

ELECTION MAY NOT BE GRANTED TO A CANDIDATE WHO FAILS TO PAY 

A FINE ASSESSED UNDER THIS SECTION. 

NEW SECTION. Section 4. Exclusion from expenditures. 

For the purposes of {sections l through S}, campaign 

expenditures do not include: 

(1) fttnds-spent PAYMENTS MADE by~~~~ candidate or his 

committee more than 1 year prior to the primacy election 

date for goods or services not used directly in the 

campaign; 

(2) f~nds-~p~ft~-~o~ payments of filing fees; and 

(3) payments of fines pursuant to [section 3]. 

NEW SECTION. Section 5. Option to remove voluntary 

-5- HB 955 
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limitations penalty. (1) A candidate who exceeds the 

limitations set forth in (section 21, whether or not he has 

voluntarily agreed to the limitations of (section 21, shall 

notify the 9eere~a~y-of-~~at~ COMMISSIONER within 1 working 

day of exceeding the spending limit. 

(2) Upon notification by a candidate that he has 

exceeded the--spendin9--l¼mitatio"s,-the-seeretary-or-state 

HIS VOLUNTARY EXPENDITURE LIMITATION, THE COMMISSIONER shall 

notify THE SECRETARY OF STATE. UPON NOTIFICATION FROM THE 

COMMISSIONER, THE SECRETARY OF STATE SHALL NOTIFY the 

opposing candidates of the action. If an opposing candLddte 

has voluntarily assumed the spending limitation, he may, 

within 5 working days of his notice of his opponent's 

overspending, pay the additional filing fee required under 

13-10-202(2) and is no longer subject to the spending 

limitation fines as provided in [section 3]. 

(3) A candidate who knowingly fails to not1E1 the 

9eeretary-ot-9tate COMMISSIONER as required under subsection 

(1) is subject to removal of his name from the ballot. 

Section 6. Sect ion 13-10-202, MCA, is amended to read: 

•13-10-202. Filing fees alternative filing fees. 

Pilinq (1) Except as prcvided in subsection (2), filing fees 

are as follows: 

ttt~ f~)r ~~f~e~~-Mav~ng-8n-anntl8±-~a±8~7-~t-Si,S8&-or 

le99-8nd candiddtes for the legislature, $15; 

-6- HB 955 
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t2,t--fer--e01tn-t·y--o:Ef-i-ees-ft&wHM}-an-amtual-s-ala-ry-c,f--met"'e 

t--$i!T-!i88y-8~s~-M-tne--•r-aftft~e¼-se¼eryT 

t·3, - -·hr---oMter--eff'tee-9-:ft-&¥"t-1UJ-a-n-aftftt:M1:l-salary -eE-more 

t-ha-t"l-$iT-5•Eh-¼•-M--t'fte-~eter¼--en11•nsei¼--9a±a~y,:-

t•-4t fil for offices in which compensation is paid in 

fees, $10: 

(c) for offices not covered by subsection (l)(a}, 

(l}jbl, or (l}(d), 0.5\ of the total annual salary: 

t'S'till for o.fficers of politic.al parties, pr-esidential 

electors, and officers who receive no salary or fees, no 

filing fee is requir.-ed .. 

(2) A person qualified to run for office who does not, 

pursu,ant to [section l}, volunta.rily accept the expenditure 

limitations set forth in [section 2] shall, in order to have 

his na11e printed on the primary ballot of any party, file 

16 with the awropriate official the filing fee, together with 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

on_e written assent to candi.d.acy, as follows: 

{a) for Uni·ted S·tat-es senator, $~,000; 

(b) for governor ~ unit~d States representative, 

$2,50-0: 

{CJ for s.-tat-ewi-de offiee, other tha,n a statewide office 

c-red under subsectit:,~n (i)(al or (2J(b), $1,500: 

(d) fo-r public -secviG:e cOffllllission member,_ -~l.000; 

1e1 for s-tat.e s.enater, ~;ro:o, 

l f > fo·r state l'.!'J2:resenta ti ve and--coarttI- -e,-:t·ee~ed 
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effii¼e¼t11¼, $100; 

(9) far district court judge~ $1,000." 

NEW SECTION. Section 7. Codification 

HB 0955/02 

instruction .. 

{Sections 1 through 5] are intended to be codified as an 

integral part of Title 13, chapter 37, and the provisions of 

Title 13, chapter 37, apply to [sections l through 5). 

NEW SECTION. Section 8. Sevecability. If a part of 

(this act) is invalid, all valid parts that are severable 

from the invalid part remain in effect. If a part of [this 

act} is invalid in one or more of its applications, the part 

remains in effect in all valid applications th.:tt 

severable from the invalid applications. 

-End-

are 
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HOUSE BILL NO. 955 

INTRODUCED BY HARPER, MAZUREK 

BY REQUES'!"_OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT ESTABLISHING VOLUNTARY 

STATl!WiBB CAMPAIGN EXPENDITURE LIMITATIONS; AND AMENDING 

SECTION 13-10-202, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

NEW SECTION. Section 1. Voluntary 

po¼i~ieal CAMPAIGN ezpenditures. (1) A 

l i111i tat ions 

candidate 

on 

may 

voluntarily agree to limit his campaign expenditures and 

those of his committee or independent committees and his 

immediate family made on his behalf by filing an affidavit 

with the secretary of state. 

(2) The affidavit must state that the candidate knows 

the voluntary expenditure limitations as set out in [section 

2) and that he is voluntarily agreeing to limit his 

expenditures and those made on his behalf by his committee, 

independent committees, and immediate family to the amount 

set by law. The affidavit must further state that the 

candidate does not condone 8~d--may--no~---~e¼~ei~ any 

independent expenditures made on behalE of his candidacy. 

The affidavit must be sworn and subscribed t,, by the 

candidate and notarized. 

~-•• ,..,..,,, •• counro 
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HB 0955/02 

(J) An affidavit in compliance with this section must 

be filed w+~h~"-18-days-af~e~ WITH THE SECRETARY OF STATE ON 

the date on which a candidate files his declaration of 

candidacy or is declared a write-in winner of a primary 

election. IMMEDIATELY AFTER RECEIVING AN AFFIDAVIT FILED 

PURSUANT TO THIS SECTION, THE SECRETARY OF STATE SHALL 

FORWARD A COPY OF THE AFFIDAVIT TO THE COMMISSIONER. 

NEW SECTION. Section 2. -pontt!'.'lll VOLUNTARY CAMPAIGN 

expenditure li■itation amounts. ill Total expenditures by a 

candidate who voluntarily agrees to limit campaign 

expenditures, as provided in [section 1), are as fol!o~~: 

tltill for United States senator7---Untt~8---States 

represe"tatt•e, or governor, Sl million for the election 

cyc.l.e; 

( B) FOR UNITED STATES REPRESENTATIVE, $500, 00_0 __ FOR __ THE 

ELECTION CYCLE: 

titill for statewide office, other than a state~ide 

office covered under subsection 11), $150,000 for the 

election cycle; 

t3t_{__Ql for public st>rvic@ commission member, S50,000 

for the electlon cycle; 

t4t_lI_l tor st,.:,ite senator, 

cycle; 

$15,000 for the election 

t~tl~l for ~t.itr~ representative or coun~y 

0[ticial, $7,5(10 l0r the election cycle; 

elected 
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HB 0955/02 

t6till tor disttict court judge, $20,000 for the 

election cycle. 

12) BEGINNING ON JULY l, 1993, AND ON JULY l OF EACH 

ODO-NUMBERED YEAR, THE COMMISSIONER SHALL INCREASE THE 

DOLLAR AMOUNTS CONTAINED IN SUBSECTIONS ilJ(A) THROUGH 

(l)(G) BY THE AMOUNT EQUAL TO THE AGGREGATE PERCENTAGE 

INCREASE IN THE PREVIOUS 2 CALENDAR YEARS' CONSUMER PRICE 

INOEX FOR ALL URBAN CONSUMERS FROM THE U.S. DEPARTMENT OF 

LAllOR, BUREAU OF STATISTICS, OR ANY OTHER INDEX THAT THE 

BUREAU OF BUSINESS AND ECONOMIC RESEARCH OF THE UNIVERSITY 

OF MONT ... IIA MAY IN THE FUTURE RECOGNIZE AS THE SUCCESSOR OF 

TIIAT lNOEX. T&E NEW AMOUNTS MUST BE ROUNDED UP TO THE 

NEAREST $100, ANO TKE COMMISSIONER SHALL ADOPT NEW AMOUNTS 

BY RULE. 

NEW SECTION. S.-Ctioft 3. Penalty. (!) A candidate who 

voluntarily agrees to limit campaign expenditures. as 

provided in {section l}, and who exceeds the total pe½~~iee¼ 

VOLUNTAR'l CAMPAIGN expenditure lim1tat Lons, as provided in 

[section 21, not including amounts excluded in [section 4}, 

in running for any office in either a $tdte primary or state 

gener•l election, or both, is subject to a fine schedule 

that is based on the percentage by which the candidate 

exceeds permitted campaign expenditures, so that the 

candidate shall pay d percentage of thf~ ~xces:-; campa-1gn 

expenditures dS follows: 

-J- HB 955 
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(a) candidate for United States senator, United States 

representmtive, or governor: 

( i) under $2,000 .........•........•••....••...•.•..• , l\ 

(ii) $2,000 - $10,000 ................................ 10\ 

(iii) ~ver $]0,000 - $20,000 ..•..•..•................ 25\ 

(iv) over s20~000 .. •••••••••••·• •••••••••••· ••• , •.••• 50\ 

(b) candidate Lu statewide- office, other than 

statewide office covered under subsection (l)(a): 

a 

Ii) under $500 ......•.•..••.•..••......••......•.•.•• 1' 

Iii) $500 - $1,ooo ................................... 10\ 

I iii) over $1,000 - $5,000 .......................... . l~\ 

( iv) over $5,000 ..•...•.•.•••....••.••••••.•...••.... 50\ 

(c) candidate for public service commission member: 

( i) under $250 ...••••••.•.•..•••.•.••.••••••••••...•• !\ 

(ii) $250 - $750 ..................................... 10\ 

(iii) over $750 - $2,000 ............................. 251 

(iv) over $2,000 ....................................... JO\ 

{d) candidate for state senator: 

{iJ under $100 ••..•••.•..••.•••••.•••••.•••••••.•••.• 1\ 

(il) $100 - $500 ..................................... 10\ 

(iii) over $':,OU - $1,UOO ............................. 25\ 

( iv) over $1,000 ...•....•.•..•••.•••••.••.......•..•• 50\ 

(e) candidate 

Plected officiJl: 

for state representative or county 

(il under S'1ll •...•••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••• l\ 
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(ii) $50 - $250 ...................................... 10\ 

(iii) over $250 - $500 ............................... 25\ 

( iv) over $500 .•.•..•..........•••................... 50\ 

(f) candidate for district court judge: 

( i) under $100 ••••..•...••.•••••••..••............••• l \ 

(ii) $100 - $500 ..................................... 10\ 

(iii) over $500 - $1,000 ............................. 25\ 

(iv> over $1,000 ..................................... SO\ 

(2) A fine assessed under this section must be paid to 

the commissioner of eempai~n POLITICAL practices for deposit 

in the general fund prior to the certification of the 

RESULTS OF AN election. fsiittTe---te---pay---~his---fi~e 

di9'1ee½ifies--a--persen--ee-ser•e-ift-otfiee A CERTIFICATE OF 

ELECTION MAY NOT BE GRANTED TO A CANDIDATE WHO FAILS TO PAY 

A FINE ASSESSED UNDER THIS SECTION. 

NEW SECTION. Section 4. Esclusion fro■ espenditures. 

For the purposes of {sections 1 through 5l, campaign 

expenditures do not include: 

(1) fttnds-s!"'ft~ PAYMENTS MADE by ~he~ candidate or his 

committee more than l year prior to the primary election 

date for goods or services not used directly in the 

campaign; 

t21 f~nds-spe,"t-for payments of filing fees; and 

(3) payments of fines pursuant t0 [secticn 31. 

NEW SECTION. Section 5. Option to re111ove voluntary 
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1 iaitations penalty4 (l) A candidate who exceeds the 

limitations set forth in [section 2}, whether or not he has 

voluntarily agreed to the limitations of (section 21, shall 

notify the ~~eretary-oP-~~st@ ~MMJSSIONER within 1 working 

day of exce~ding the spending limit. 

(2) Upon notification by a candidate that he has 

exceeded ~"e--spending--itmitatiens,-the-~~eretsry-of-s~ate 

HIS VOLUNTARY EXPENDITURE LIMITATION, THE COMMISSIONER shall 

notify THE SECRETARY OF STATE. UPON NOTIFICATION FROM THE 

COMMISSIONER, THE SECRETARY OF STATE SHALL NOTIFY the 

opposing candidates of the action. If an opposing ca.n•Jtdate 

has voluntarily assumed the spending limitation, he may, 

within 5 working days of his notice of his opponent's 

overspending, pay the additional filing fee required under 

13-10-202(2) and is no longer subject to the spending 

limitation fines as provided in (section 3\. 

(3) A candidate who knowingly fails to notd'i the 

~~er@~sry-of-~~e~@ COMMISSIONER as required under subsection 

( 1} is subject to removal of his name from the ballot. 

Section 6. Sect i0n. 13-10-202, MCA, is amended to read: 

"lJ-10-202. Filing fPes alternative filing fees. 

P1:iinq l.!l_Exce.£!.__as._provided in subsection (2), filing fees 

are .1s follows: 

t t t LlJ l ,1 r ~'" t" t e~~ -1,,0,,,r r,g-an- enntta 1:-!'H'I: 1:.!H'y-"t -Si-. '389-or 

¼e~~-end ca11did~t~s for the legislature, $1~; 
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tlt--fer-e""ft~y-e#fieee-Mrift<J-aft-anftael-seiary-ef--111&re 

~hatt-tiTS997-&,S\-ef-eM!-~~•i-anftaal-seiaryr 

t-:l-t--fl,f'--&~h~r--ef'fie@s-·t,a•¼ft~-aft-aftfttta¼--::!le¼ary-el-11te-re

tMll-$hSlJ!h-ll-ef-~he-l!et'ai-a1'-..i-s11ieryr 

t4~fil for offices in which compensation is paid in 

fee's, s10, 

('c) for o·rr ices no·t cove-red by sub-section ( 1) Ca J, 

C·l)Jb), or (l)(d)r o.s, of t:he total ,annual salary; 

ts,15!2 for officers of political parties, presichmtial 

·-e~Ct6rs,. -a·na o·tfi~·r-s who reoei-V'I! no sa-lary or fees, no 

fililiq ft'e i& n,qui-M!!d. 

(·2-) A @t'Stin gu~li-fi-ed t-o ·run for ctf··fi.ce .who does not, 

i'/\!t'linlll'rit to I ~t ioll l I, vQl!UntariLy ac,:,ept tt,e @'5l'!"ndi tuce 

14 l-flll:l:t~ibllls ~t fort:!\ in t,..,rti!Cffl 2 I shall, i-n ~•or to have 

15 hill, Wlillfe ;11ri11•eeti on the pr-ry ballot d'f any party, file 

1'6 "Vh:'h tWe ,_r9Pri\H" dTfkial tile fiUDQ f•e, t"'!"tber with 

17 OWi! 'Yritt~n as·-sent to <Mffdidias.¥:.!_ ·as foll·aw-s: 

fa) for United Stat-es ·se-na-tor, $-S,eGO; l"s 

r9 {'b) f·Or )lf(fftt"1"k1r ,and Unit-ad St,at-es r-epr-e-sentati-~~, 

:to ~2.--ffl, 

21 tc) ~r "!ll!/&~i;;le -'O'eftoe, ol'tl'er tioan.a .-st,.a-Nwide offie., 

22 t:dw.t@4_'UWtl'~r !f{il'ilJf!clttt>n J'Uf'!ll .or (?Hb), ,.$1,M>O: 

23 ('Ii) f<>r.-..lptlblic servtee .,_,,.,sion",..._ber, $1,000: 

~) for stiat:e -senator, ·§·HO; N 

25 ( f) ·for state ·rtprea-enl,at ive ,,nM~t"Jtt!!!l:,--e-\.fle~ 
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(g) for district court judge, $1,0PO." 

NEW SECTION. Sectiop 7. Codification 

H~ 0955/9.2 

instruction. 

{Sections l through SJ are intended to be co~ified as an 

integral part of Title 13, chapter 37, and the provisions of 

Title 13, chapter J7, apply to {sections 1 throu~h 5). 

tlEW SECTION. SJCtiQn ,,. Sl!!V!'<al>ility. If a pi!lrt of 

(this act] is invalid, all valid part_s th~t are se~erable 

from the invalid part remain in ~fJect. If a t:!art of I this 

act I is invalid in on~ or more of its ~pplications, the part 

rellJ;lins in effect in all valid ~-~plic_ations t h.:.a1 dre 

severable frotn the invalid applications. 

-End-

c,6- .,!;l,B ,,~_55 


