
HOUSE BILL NO. 934 

INTRODUCED BY THOMAS, VANVALKENBURG, B. BROWN, KEATING, 
SWIFT, MERCER, HARP, THOFT, BENEDICT, RYE, CRIPPEN, MAZUREK, 

BLAYLOCK, DOHERTY, YELLOWTAIL, REAM, COBB, FRITZ, FARRELL, 
WYATT, SQUIRES, WHALEN, TOOLE, CONNELLY, WANZENRIED, FAGG, 

COCCHIARELLA, DRISCOLL, HAYNE, WALLIN, KADAS, T. NELSON, 
MESSMORE, J. RICE, STRIZICH, PHILLIPS, GOULD, 

HOFFMAN, R. JOHNSON, HALLIGAN 

FEBRUARY 18, 1991 

FEBRUARY 19, 1991 

MARCH 14, 1991 

MARCH 15, 1991 

MARCH 25, 1991 

MARCH 26, 1991 

MARCH 28, 1991 

MARCH 28, 1991 

APRIL 11, 1991 

IN THE HOUSE 

INTRODUCED AND REFERRED TO COMMITTEE 
ON JUDICIARY. 

FIRST READING. 

COMMITTEE RECOMMEND BILL 
DO PASS. REPORT ADOPTED. 

ON MOTION, REREFERRED TO COMMITTEE 
ON APPROPRIATIONS. 

PRINTING REPORT. 

COMMITTEE RECOMMEND BILL 
DO PASS AS AMENDED. REPORT ADOPTED. 

PRINTING REPORT. 

SECOND READING, DO PASS. 

ENGROSSING REPORT. 

ON MOTION, RULES SUSPENDED. BILL 
PLACED ON THIRD READING THIS DAY. 

THIRD READING, PASSED. 
AYES, 82; NOES, 17. 

TRANSMITTED TO SENATE. 

IN TH:2: SENATE 

INTRODUCED AND REFERRED TO COMMITTEE 
ON JUDICIARY. 

FIRST READING. 

COMMITTEE RECOMMEND BILL BE 
CONCURRED IN AS AMENDED. REPORT 



APRIL 13, 1991 

APRIL 15, 1991 

APRIL 17, 1991 

APRIL 18, 1991 

ADOPTED. 

SECOND READING, CONCURRED IN AS 
AMENDED. 

THIRD READING, CONCURRED IN. 
AYES, 46; NOES, 2. 

RETURNED TO HOUSE WITH AMENDMENTS. 

IN THE HOUSE 

RECEIVED FROM SENATE. 

SECOND READING, AMENDMENTS 
CONCURRED IN. 

THIRD READING, AMENDMENTS 
CONCURRED IN. 

SENT TO ENROLLING. 

REPORTED CORRECTLY ENROLLED. 
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l WHEREAS, demographics have changed dramatically in 

11 ontana in the last decade; and 
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WHEREAS, census data that is currently available will be 

the most reliable data available for reapportioning judicial 

districts for the next decade; and 

WHEREAS, the number of filings in some district courts 

has grown at a greater rate than the number of filings in 

other district courts; and 

WHEREAS, the cost of the court system is an issue of 

increasing importance in Montana. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

NEW SECTION. Section 1, Judicial district study. ( l) 

There is a judicial district study commission. The 

commission consists of seven members from the following 

groups: 
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(a) two members of opposite parties from the house of 

representatives, chosen from different geographical regions 

by the speaker; 

(b) two members of opposite parties from the senate, 

chosen from different geographical regions by the committee 

on committees; 

(c) a public member, chosen by the chief justice, from 

a geographical region different from that of the member 

chosen by the governor; 

(d) a public member, chosen by the governor, from a 

geographical region different from that of the member chosen 

by the chief justice; and 

(e) a representative of the state bar, chosen by the 

president of the state bar. 

( 2) The commission shall analyze population 

demographics, population trends, existing and projected 

district court caseloads, and the travel distances within 

districts. Based on its analysis, the commission shall 

prepare a report and recommendations for realigning judicial 

districts for consideration by the 53rd legislature. 

{3) The commission shall receive staff assistance from 

the legislative council. The office of the legislative 

auditor, the department of commerce, and the office of the 

supreme ccurt administrator shall as~ist a11d cooperate with 

the commission as required. 

INTRODUCED BILL 
-2- H093C/ 
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(4) Legislative members shall receive compensation and 

expenses as pr~vided in 5-2-302. Public members and the 

state bar representative shall receive mileage and expenses 

as provided in 2-18-501 through 2-18-S03. 

NEW SECTION. Section 2. Appropriation. There is 

appropriated $7,500 from the general fund to the legislative 

council for purposes of the study required by [this act]. 

Section 3. Section 3-5-101, MCA, is amended to read: 

"3-5-101.. Judicial districts defined. In this state 

there are re~ judicial districts, distributed as follows: 

( l) 1st district: Lewis and Clark and 

Counties; 

{2) 2nd district: Silver Bow County; 

Broadwater 

(3} 3rd district: Deer Lodge, Granite, and Powell 

Counties; 

(4) 4th district: Missoula, anq Mineral,-and-Ra~a±±i 

Counties; 

(5) 5th district: Beaverhead, Jefferson, and Madison 

Counties; 

(6) 6th district: Park and Sweet Grass Counties; 

(7) 7th district: Dawson, McCone, Richland, Prairie, 

and Wibaux Counties; 

(8) 8th district: Cascade County; 

(9) 9th district: Teton, Ponderd, Toole, and Glacier 

Counties; 
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{10) 10th district: Fergus, Judith Basin, and Petroleum 

Counties; 

[11) 11th district: Flathead County; 

(12) 12th district: Liberty, Hill, and Chouteau 

Counties; 

(13) 13th district: Yellowstone, Stillwater, Carbon, and 

Big Horn Counties: 

(14) 14th district: Meagher, Wheatland, Golden Valley, 

and Musselshell Counties: 

(15) 15th district: Roosevelt, Daniels, and Sheridan 

counties; 

(16) 16th 3istrict: Custer, Carter, Fallon, Powder 

River, Garfield, Treasure, and Rosebud Counties; 

(17) 17th district: Phillips, 

Counties; 

Blaine, 

(18) 18th district: Gallatin County; 

(19) 19th district: Lincoln County; 

and 

(20) 20th district: Lake and Sanders Counties~ 

1211 21st district: Ravalli County." 

Valley 

NEW SECTION. Section 4. Effective dates. (1) [Sections 

1, 2, and this section} are effective July 1, 1991. 

{2) [Sections 3 and SJ are effective January 1, 1992. 

NEW SECTION. Section 5. Applicability. The judge for 

the 21st judicial district must be appoin~ed by the governor 

in March 1992 and shall take office after appointment. 

-End-
-4-
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STATE OF MONTANA - FISCAL NOTE 

Form BD-15 
In compliance with a written request, there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note for HB0934, as introduced. 

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSEILLEGISIATION: 

An act creating a commission to study the alignment of judicial districts and creating a 21st judicial district in Ravalli 
County. 

ASSUMPTIONS: 

Legislative Council: 
1. The Judicial District Study Commission will meet a minimum of five times during the biennium. 
2. Commission members will be compensated as provided in Section 1(4) of the bill. 
3. All information to be compiled and analyzed by the Commission is available through the U.S. Bureau of the Census, the 

State Data Center (Dept. of Commerce), or the Office of the Administrator of the Montana Supreme Court. 
4. The bill appropriates $7,500 from the general fund to the Legislative Council for the study; however, total expenses for 

the biennium are estimated to be about $9,000. 
Judiciary: 
5. The newly appointed district judge would take office in March, 1992. 
6. Training and travel expenses would be required for a newly appointed district judge during each year of the biennium. 
7. Salaries, training, and travel expenses for district court judges are paid from the state general fund. Other district 

court expenses are paid by the respective county governments. 

FISCAL IMPACT: 

see next page 

/--) . - . 

h~~z) 
ROD SUNDSTED, BUDGET DIRECTOR 

3-t-i{ -'! I 
DATE' 

I 

I 
i ' , . 

o··.••· 
FRr:D-TliOMAS, PRIMARY SPONSOR 

"-\S-9\ 
DATE 

Office of Budget and Program Planning 
Fiscal Note for HB09J4, as introduced HB 93'1-J 



Fiscal Note Request:, HB0934, as int1·oduced 
Form BD-15 
Page 2 

FISCAL IMPACT: 
Legislative Council-Judicial District Study Commission 

FY '92 
Expenditures: Current Law froposed Law 
Personal Services 0 915 
Operating Costs 0 3 604 

Total 0 4,519 
Funding: 
General Fund (01) 0 4,519 

Judiciary-21st District Court 
FTE 0 .33 
Personal Services 0 22,200 
Operating Costs Q 2,9QQ 

Total 0 25,100 
Funding: 
General Fund (01) 0 25,100 

General Fund Impact (decrease) 

EFFECT ON COUNTY OR OTHER LOCAL REVENUES OR EXPENDITURES: 

Difference 
915 

3,604 
4,519 

4,519 

.33 
22,200 

2,900 
25,100 

25,100 

(29,619) 

Current Law 
0 
Q 
0 

0 

0 
0 
Q 
0 

0 

'93 
Proposed I&w ltl.tJ;ei:ence 

916 916 
3,6Q4 3.604 
4,520 4,520 

4,520 4,520 

1.00 1.00 
65,013 65,013 

1 600 l,,§QQ 
66,613 66,613 

66,613 66,613 

(71,133) 

There will be a fiscal impact on Ravalli County from the creation of a new district court. Court expenses other than 
judges' salaries, travel, and training must be paid by county government. 

TECHNICAL NOTE: 

The bill appropriates $7,500 to the Legislative Council for the Judicial District Study Commission but does not provide an 
appropriation to the Judiciary for the expenses of the new judicial district. 

HI '13'1-I 
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APPROVED BY COMMITTEE 
ON JUDICIARY 
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l WHEREAS~ demographics have changed dramatically 1n 

11 ontana in the last decade; and 
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WHEREASr census data that is currently available will be 

the most reliable data available for reapportioning judicial 

districts for the next decade; and 

WHEREAS, the number of filings in some district courts 

has grown at a greater rate than the number of filings in 

othec district courts; and 

WHEREAS, the cost of the court system is an issue of 

increasing importance in Montana. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

NEW SECTION. Section 1. Judicial district study. (1) 

There is a judicial district study commission. The 

commission consists of seven members from the tnllnwlng 

groups: 
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(a) two members of opposite parties from the house of 

representatives, chosen from different geographical regions 

by the speaker; 

(b) two members of opposite parties from the senate, 

chosen from different geographical regions by the committee 

on committees: 

(c) a public member, chosen by the chief justice, from 

a geographical region different from that of the member 

chosen by the governor: 

(d) a public member, ct~sen by the governor, from a 

geographical region different from that of the member chosen 

by the chief justice; and 

(eJ a representative of the state bar, chosen by the 

president of the state bar. 

(2) The commission shall analyze population 

demographics, population trends, existing and projected 

district court caseloads, and the travel dis:ances ~1thin 

districts. Based on its analysis, the com.mission shall 

prepare a report and recommendations for realigning judicial 

districts foe consideration by the 53rd legislature. 

(3) The commission shall receive staff assistance from 

the legislative council. The office of the legislative 

auditor, the department of commerce, and the office of the 

supreme court admi11istrator shall assist ~nd cc,ipPrate with 

tt1e commission as required. 

SECOND READING 
-2-
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(4) Legis~ative members shall receive compensation and 

expenses as provided in 5-2-302. Public members and the 

state bar representative shall receive mileage and expenses 

as provided in 2-18-501 through 2-18-503. 

NEW SECTION. Section 2. Appropdation. There is 

appropriated $7,500 from the general fund to the legislative 

council for purposes of the study required by [this act]. 

Section 3. Section 3-5-101, MCA, is amended to read: 

•J-5-101. Judicial districts defined. In this state 

there are ~8 21 judicial districts, distributed as follows: 

(1) 1st district: Lewis and Clark and 

Counties; 

(2) 2nd district: Silver Bow County; 

Broadwater 

(3) 3rd district: Deer Lodge, Granite, and Powell 

Counties; 

(4) 4th district: Missoula, and Mineral,-and-Ra~atrt 

Counties; 

15) 5th district: Beaverhead, Jefferson, and Madison 

Counties; 

(6) 6th district: Park and Sweet Grass Counties; 

(7) 7th district: Dawson, McCone, Richland, Prairie, 

and Wibaux Counties; 

(8) 8th district: Cascade County; 

(9) 9th district: Teton, Pondera, Toole, and Glacier 

Counties; 
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(10) 10th district: Fergus, Judith Basin, and Petroleum 

Counties; 

(11) 11th district: Flathead County; 

(12) 12th district: Liberty, Hill, and Chouteau 

Counties; 

{13) 13th district: Yellowstone, Stillwater, Carbon, and 

Big Horn Counties; 

{14) 14th district: Meagher, Wheatland, Golden Valley, 

and Musselshell Counties; 

(15) 15th district: Roosevelt, Daniels, and Sheridan 

Counties; 

(16) 16th district: Custer, Carter, Fallon, Powder 

River, Garfield, Treasure, and Rosebud Counties; 

(17) 17th district: Phillips, Blaine, and Valley 

Counties; 

( 18) 18th district: Gallatin County; 

(19) 19th district: Lincoln County; 

(20) 20th district: Lake and Sanders Countiesi 

121! 21st district: Ravalli County. . 
NEW SECTION. Section 4. Effective dates. (1) (Sections 

l, 2, and this section] are effective July 1, 1991. 

(2) (Sections 3 and 51 are effective January 1, 1992. 

NEW SECTION. Section 5. Applicability. The jurlge for 

the 21st judicial district must be appointPd by tt1e governor 

in March 1992 and shall take office after appointment. 

-End-
-4-
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re-referred and 
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APPROVED BY COMMITTEE 
ON APPROPRIATIONS 

AS A!£NDED 

HOUSE BILL NO. 934 

INTRODUCED BY THOMAS, VANVALKENBURG, B. BROWN, KEATING, 

SWIFT, MERCER, HARP, TBOFT, BENEDICT, RYE, CRIPPEN, MAZUREK, 

BLAYLOCK, DOHERTY, YELLOWTAIL, REAM, COBB, FRITZ, FARRELL, 

WYATT, SQUIRES, WHALEN, TOOLE, CONNELLY, WANZENRIED, FAGG, 

COCCHIARELLA, DRISCOLL, HAYNE, WALLIN, KADAS, T. NELSON, 

MESSMORE, J. RICE, STRIZICH, PHILLIPS, GOULD, 

HOFFMAN, R. JOHNSON, HALLIGAN 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT CREATING A COMMISSION 

TO STUDY THE ALIGNMENT OF JUDICIAL DISTRICTS, PROVIDING FOR 

THE DUTIES OF THE COMMISSION, APPROPRIATING FUNDING FOR THE 

COMMISSION; €RBATfN6--~HB--r¼ST-aBBl€1M,-BfSTRl€T~-AMENBIN6 

SB€Tl8N-3-5-¼8¼,--M€A~ AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE BATES 

DATE. 11 

WHEREAS, demographics have changed dramatically in 

Montana in the last dec~de; and 

WHEREAS, census data that is currently available will be 

the most reliable data available for reapportioning judicial 

districts for the next decade; and 

WHEREAS, the number of filings in some district courts 

has grown at a greater rate than the number of filings in 

other district courts; and 

WHEREAS, the cost of the court system is an issue of 
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increasing importance in Montana. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

NEW SECTION. Section 1. Judicial district study. (1) 

There is a judicial district study commission. The 

commission consists of seven members from the following 

groups: 

(a) two members of opposite parties from the house of 

representatives, chosen from different geographical regions 

by the speaker; 

(b) two members of opposite parties from the senate, 

chosen from different geographical regions by the committee 

on committees; 

(c) a public member, chosen by the chief justice, from 

a geographical region different from that of the member 

chosen by the governor; 

(d) a public member, chosen by the governor, from a 

geographical region different from that of the member chosen 

by the chief justice; and 

(eJ a representative of the state bar, chosen by the 

president of the state bar. 

(2) The com.mission shall analyze population 

demographics, population trends, existing and projected 

district court caseloads, and the travel distances within 

districts. Based on its analysis, the commission shall 

-2- HB 934 
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prepare a report and recommendations for realigning judicial 

districts for consideration by the 53rd legislature. 

(3) The commission shall receive staff assistance from 

the legislative council. The office of the legislative 

auditor, the department of commerce, and the office of the 

supreme court administrator shall assist and cooperate with 

the commission as required. 

(4} Legislative members shall receive compensation and 

expenses as provided in 5-2-302. Public members and the 

state bar representative shall receive mileage and expenses 

as provided in 2-18-501 through 2-18-503. 

NEW SECTION. Section 2. Appropriation. There is 

appropriated $7,500 from the general fund to the legislative 

council for purposes of the study required by [this act]. 

See~¼e"-3•--See~ien-3-5-¼9¼T-MeA7-is-aaended-~e-read~ 

K3-S-¼&¼T--aadieia¼-distriets--derinedT--:n--this--state 

there-are-%& i¼-;ttdieia¼-dis~riets7-distribttted-as-£o¼¼ews~ 

t¼t--¼s~---dis~riet~--bewis--and--e¼ar~--and--Breadwater 

eettnties; 

tit--ind-distriet7-Si¼•er-Bcw-eeantyT 

t3t--3rd--distriet7--Beer--Ledge7--8ranite7--and--Pewe¼¼ 

eoanties~ 

t4t--4th-distriet~-Missett¼a, and--Minera¼ 7 --and--Ra•a¼¼i 

eett"tie9-r 

t5t--5th--district~--Beaverhead;--defferson 7 -and-Madison 
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eeantiesT 

t6t--6th-distriet~-Par~-and-Sweet--8rass-eeanties~ 

t~t--Ttft-distriet~-9aveon7--Meeone7--Rieft¼and7--Prair¼e7 

and-Wibatts-eettnties; 

t&t--Bth-distriet~-easeade-eeantyT 

t97--9th--distriet~--~eten,--Pendera7-~oo¼e7-and-6¼aeier 

eottnties7 

t¼&t-¼8th-distriet7-PergasT-aadith-llasiftT-and--Petre¼eam 

eeanties~ 

t¼¼t-¼¼th-distriet~-P¼athead-eeanty~ 

t¼it-¼ith---district7---Liberty7---Bi¼¼7---and--ehcateaa 

eettntie9; 

t¼3t-¼3th-distriet7-¥e¼¼ewstcne7-Sti¼¼water7-earben7-and 

Big-Horn-eottnties~ 

t¼4t-¼4th-distriet7-Meagher7-Kheat¼and7--8e¼den--Ya¼¼ey7 

and-M~sse¼sfte¼¼-eottnties7 

t¼St-¼Sth--distriet7--Reese•e¼t7--Banie¼s7--and-Shertdan 

eoanties~ 

t¼6t-¼6tft--distriet~--ettster7 --earter7--Pa¼¼en7---Pevder 

R¼ver,-6arf¼eid7-Treasttre7-and-Resebad-eOttnt¼es~ 

t¼Tt-¼Tth---distriet7---Phi¼¼ips7---B¼aine7--and--Ya¼¼ey 

ee~n~¼es~ 

t¼8t-¼Bth-dis~riet7-6a¼¼atin-ecanty7 

t¼9t-¼9th-district~-C¼nco¼n-eoan~y~ 

ti8t-%8th-d¼strict~-Cake-and-Sanders-eottntiesz 

-4- HB 934 
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l tilt-ilst-d¼str¼et~-RaYal¼¼-eettnty7• 

2 NEW SECTION. Section 3. Effective-a~~~g~-TI;-rs~~~t~ns 

J ¼7-iy-and-tn¼e-seet¼ent-are DATE. [THIS ACT] IS effective 

4 July 1, 1991. 

5 tit--tSee~iens-3-and-St-are-effee~¼ve-~entta~y-%7-¼99%• 

6 HBW-sae~r6N7--Seet¼en-s~--App¼ieab¼l¼ty7--~ne--;ndge-fer 

7 the-~¼st-jttd¼e¼a¼-distriet-mnst-be-a~pe¼nted-by-~he-gove~ner 

8 tn-Mtllreh-¼99i-and-sha¼¼-ta~e-eff¼ee-after-appointmentT 

-End-
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HOUSE BILL NO. 934 

INTRODUCED BY TBOMAS, VANVALKENBURG, B. BROWN, KEATING, 

SWIFT, MERCER, BARP, THOFT, BENEDICT, RYE, CRIPPEN, MAZUREK, 

BLAYLOCK, DOHERTY, YELLOWTAIL, REAM, COBB, FRITZ, FARRELL, 

WYATT, SQUIRES, WHALEN, TOOLE, CONNELLY, NANZENRIED, FAGG, 

COCCHIARELLA, DRISCOLL, HAYNE, WALLIN, KADAS, T. NELSON, 

MESSMORE, J. RICE, STRIZICH, PHILLIPS, GOULD, 

HOFFMAN, R. JOHNSON, HALLIGAN 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT CREATING A COMMISSION 

TO STUDY TBE ALIGNMENT OF JUDICIAL DISTRICTS; PROVIDING FOR 

THE DUTIES OF THE COMMISSION; APPROPRIATING FUNDING FOR THE 

COMMISSION; eRBA~fNS--'l'IIB--iiS~-dBBfefM.-BfS~Rfe~7-AMBNBfNEI 

Slff!'l'f811-3-5-f8i7--ME!A~ AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE BA~BS 

~.-
WHEREAS, demographics have changed dramatically in 

Montana in the last dec~de; and 

WHEREAS, census data that is currently available will be 

the most reliable data available for reapportioning judicial 

districts for the next decade; and 

WHEREAS, the number of filings in some district courts 

has grown at a greater rate than the number of filings in 

other district courts; and 

WHEREAS, the cost of the court system is an issue of 
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increasing importance in Montana. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

NEW SECTION. Section,. Judicial district study. (11 

There is a judicial district study commission. The 

commission consists of seven members from the following 

groups: 

(a} two members of opposite parties from the house of 

representativesr chosen from different geographical regions 

by the speaker; 

(b) two members of opposite parties from the senate, 

chosen from different geographical regions by the committee 

on committees; 

a 

(c) a public member, chosen by the chief justice, fr0111 

geographical region different from that of the member 

chosen by the governor: 

(d) a public member, chosen by the governor, from a 

geographical region different from that of the member chosen 

by the chief justice; and 

(e) a representative of the state bar, chosen by the 

president of the state bar. 

( 2 I The commission shall analyze population 

demographics, population trends, existing and projected 

district court caseloads, and the travel distances within 

districts. Based on its analysis, the commission shall 
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prepare a report and reca.oendations for realigning judicial 

district■ for consideration by the 53rd legislature. 

(31 The .,._ission shall receive staff assistance fr0111 

the legislative council. The office of the legislative 

auditor, the department of co111111erce, and the office of the 

supreme court administrator shall assist and cooperate with 

the C01111iaaion as required. 

(4) Legislative meabers shall receive compensation and 

expanses as provided in 5-2-302. Public members and the 

state bar representative shall receive mileage and expenses 

as provided in 2-18-501 through 2-18-503. 

NEW SECTION. Section 2. Appropriation. There is 

appropriated $7,500 fr011 the general fund to the legislative 

council for purposes of the study required by (this act). 

See1eien-aT--Seetion-a-S-¼8¼7-Mt!A7-i■-aaended-to-reedT 

•3-S-¼9¼T--6adieia¼-d¼atr¼ets--defin■dT--fft--this--state 

there-ere-it i¼-;adie¼e¼-d¼strietay-distribated-ee-fe¼¼ov■T 

t¼t--¼at---distr¼etT--bewis--■ftd--e¼erk--end--Bra■awater 

eean~¼ea~ 

tit--ind-distrietT-8i¼•er-Bav-eaaftty7 

t~t--3rd--distr¼etT--Beer--load9e7--8ren¼te7--and--Pave¼¼ 

eean~i••~ 

t4t--4th-d¼str¼etT-M¼ssoa¼e7 ~--M¼ftere¼7--end--R■•e¼¼i 

eenn~¼ea~ 

tSt--Sth--distrietT--Bee•erheed7--6efferseny-end-Medisen 
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eoantie■T 

t6t--6th-distrietT-P■rk-■nd-s-et--era■e-eeantieaT 

t~t--~th-dietr¼etT-Baveen7--Keeofte7--Rieh¼and7--Pra¼r¼eT 

and-K¼N••-eoan~¼e•~ 

tBt--Bth-d¼str¼etT-e■seede-eeafttyT 

t9t--9th--diatr¼etT--~eten7--Pender■7-~aa¼e7-end--6¼ee¼er 

eoantie•T 

t¼9t-¼8th-d¼strietT-Per~•T-6ad¼th-BesinT-and--Petre¼e

eoan~¼e•~ 

t¼¼t-¼¼th-diatr¼etT-P¼etheed-eoantyT 

t¼it-¼ith---di■trietT---&¼berty7---Bi¼¼7---end--ehoateee 

e-ntie•T 

t¼at-¼~tft-d¼etrie~T-¥e¼¼-•tone7-sti¼¼vater7-eerboft7-end 

Bi9-11ern-eoaneiea~ 

t¼4t-¼4th-di•triet~-Mee9fter7-lfheat¼eneT---&o¼een--va¼¼ey7 

and-Maeee¼she¼¼-eeentie•T 

t¼St-¼Stft--d¼striet~--Roo•e•e¼t7--8en¼e¼■T--ene-Sher¼olaft 

eentne¼eat 

t¼6t-¼6th--distriet~--ee•ter7--earter7--Pa¼¼on7---Povder 

R¼•ery-8arf¼e¼dy-~reaaarey-an•-Reaebad-e0aneieat 

t¼it-¼1th---di•tr¼et?---Pfti¼¼ipt1T---B¼eifte7--end--Y•¼¼ey 

eoant¼eeT 

t¼8t-¼8th-distr¼etT-8a¼¼et¼e-eoantyT 

t¼9t-¼9th-distrietT-bieeo¼n-eoantyT 

ti8t-28th-dietriet?-&ake-and-Sandere-eoentieez 
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SENATB STARDING COHIIITTEE RBPORT 

HR. PRESIDENT, 

Page 1 of 2 
April 11, 1991 

We, your coaaittee on Judiciary having had under consideration 
House Bill No. 934 (third reading copy -- blue), respectfully 
report that House Bill No. 934 be a■ended and as so amended be 
concurred in1 

1. Title, lines 10 through 13. 
Following, ••AM ACT" on line 10 
Striker remainder of line 10 through •cOHHISSION;• on line 13 

2. Title, line 14. 
Following, •Me,tr,-· 
Insert, "CREATING THE 21ST JUDICIAL DISTRICT; AMENDING SECTION 3-

5-101, HCA;• 
Strike, "EFFECTIVE" 
Insert1 •APPLICABILITY• 

3. Page 2. line 4 through page 3, line 14. 
Strike, sections land 2 in their entirety 

4. Page 5, lines 2 through S. 
Strike, section 3 in its entirety 

S. Page 5, line 9. 
Following, line 8 
Insert, •section 1. Section 3-5-101, MCA, is amended to read: 

"3-5-101. Judicial districts defined. In this state there 
are i& 21 judicial districts, distributed as follows, 

(1) 1st district, Lewis and Clark and Broadwater Counties; 
(2) 2nd district1 Silver Bow County; 
(3) 3rd district, Deer Lodge, Granite, anJ Powell Counties; 
14) 4th district1 Missoula;- and Mineral, and Raoalli 

Counties; 
(5) 5th district, Beaverhead, Jefferson, and Madison 

Countiesi 
(6) 6th district1 Park and Sweet Grass Counties; 
(7) 7th district1 Dawson, McCone, Richland, Prairie, and 

Wibaux Counties; 
(8) 8th diBtrict, Cascade County; 
(9) 9th district, Teton, Pondera, Toole, and Glacier 

Counties; 
(10) 10th district, Fergus, Judith Basin, and Petroleum 

Counties; 
(11) 11th districtt Flathead County; 
(12) 12th district, Liberty, Hill, and Chouteau Counties; 
(13) 13th district, Yellowstone, Stillwater, Carbon, and Big 

Horn Counties; 

7713005C.5ji 

Page 2 of 2 
April 11, 1991 

(14) 14th district1 Meagher, Wheatland, Golden Valley, and 
Musselshell Counties; 

(15) 15th district, Roosevelt, Daniels, and Sheridan 
Counties; 

(16) 16th district, Cueter, carter, Fallon, Powder River, 
Garfield, Treasure, and Rosebud Counties; 

(11) 17th district1 Phillips, Blaine, and Valley Counties; 
(18) 18th district, Gallatin County; 
(19) 19th district1 Lincoln County; 
{20) 20th district, Lake and Sanders Counties~ 
(21) 21st district, Ravalli county.• 

NEW SECTION. Section 2. Applicability. The judge for the 
21st judicial district must be appointed by the governor before 
January 1, 1993, and shall take office on January 1, 1993.• 

fa/ 7--1/--- 71 
• Coord. 

,5 1-·~ 1/ sec • 1 I / · ·~ r 
. of Senate , ~ 

Signed, l ~ -Ow O@u!A 
Richard Pinsoneault, Chairman 

H6 iS'I 
SENATE 



SENATE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE AMENDMENT 

April 13, 1991 9: 15 am 
Mr. Chairman: I move to amend House Bill No. 934 (third reading 
copy -- blue) as follows, 

Amend the Judiciary Standing Committee Report dated April 
11, 1991 as follows: 

Amend amendment 5. "Section 2. Applicability." 

Strikes "appointed by the governor before January 1, 1993" 
Following: "must be" 
Insert: "elected at the general election to be held in November, 

1992" 

.....-------- --- ·-

( ADOPT . ) 
'~ 

REJECT 

!(/1 Y.-11-11 J . Coard. 

'5(3 'j-13 
Sec. of Senate 

Signed: ccL1&ag1~ 
Se ator Blaylock 

HB 'f 3&/ 

SENATE 
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HOUSE BILL NO. 934 

INTRODUCED BY THOMAS, VANVALKENBURG, B. BROWN, KEATING, 

SWIFT, MERCER, HARP, THOFT, BENEDICT, RYE, CRIPPEN, MAZUREK, 

BLAYLOCK, DOHERTY, YELLOWTAIL, REAM, COBB, FRITZ, FARRELL, 

WYATT, SQUIRES, WHALEN, TOOLE, CONNELLY, WANZENRIED, FAGG, 

COCCHIARELLA, DRISCOLL, HAYNE, WALLIN, KADAS, T. NELSON, 

MESSMORE, J. RICE, STRIZICH, PHILLIPS, GOULD, 

HOFFMAN, R. JOHNSON, HALLIGAN 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT EREA'l'fN6--A--eeMJHSSf0N 

'l'e--S'l'HBY-'l'HB-AblGNMEN'l'-eP-dHBieIAb-BiS'l'Rie'i'5,-PR0YiBiNG-P0R 

'l'HB-BH'l'IBS-0P-'l'HB-e0MMfSSieN,-APPRePRiA'l'iN6-PHNBfN6-f'0R--'l'HB 

eeMMISSieN, eRBA'l'INS--'l'HB--i:S'l'-dHBIEIAb-Bi5'1'RiE'l',-AMBNBIN6 

SBE'i'IBN-3-5-:81,-MEA, CREATING THE 21ST JUDICIAL DISTRICT; 

AKENDING SECTION 3-5=101, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN BPPEE'l'IVB 

APPLICABILITY BA'l'BS DATE." 

WHEREAS, demographics have changed dramatically 

Montana in the last decade; and 

in 

WHEREAS, census data that is currently available will be 

the most reliable data available for reapportioning judicial 

districts for the next decade: and 

WHEREAS, the number of filings in some district courts 

has grown at a greater rate than the number of filings 

other district courts; and 

in 

~na ,_l>ti•• Coun<d 
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HB 0934/03 

WHEREAS, the cost of the court system is an issue of 

increasing importance in Montana. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

NEW-SE€~~8HT--Seetion-¼~--attd±e±e¼-distriet--9tttdy.--t¼t 

~here---ts---a---jttd%~%a¼--dtstriet--stttdy--eofflffliss±onT--~he 

eofflffl.±ssion-eoftsists-o£--seven--members--from--the--£oi¼ow±ng 

grottps~ 

tat--tvo--members--of-oppos±te-parties-from-the-hottse-or 

representati~e~,-eho~e~-£rom-diEEerent-9ee9raphieal--re9ions 

by-the-speaker~ 

tbt--two--mem&ers--0£--oppesite-parties-from-the-senate7 

ehosen-Erom-di££erent-9eographiea!-re9ions-by-the--eoll\lftittee 

on-eol'Mtittees; 

tet--a--pttb¼±e-memher,-ehosen-by-the-eh±e£-jttstiee,-£rom 

a-9eographteal-region-di££erent--£rom--that--0£--the--member 

ehosen-by-the-goYernor, 

tdt--a--pttnlie--member,--ehesen--by-the-9overnor,-Erom-e 

9eo9raphice¼-reg±o"-a±rferent-~rom-that-0£-the-mem&er-ehosen 

by-the-ehie£-jttst~ee~-and 

tet--a-representetive-0£-t~e-~tate-fter,--chosen--by--t~e 

pres±dent-ef-the-9tate-eer~ 

t~t--~he----commiss±on----sha¼¼----e"alyze----poptt¼ation 

demogra~hie~T--~optt½at±o"--trend~,--exi~t±ng--an~--~rojeeted 

distriet--eottrt--ea~e¼oad~,--and-the-trave½-di~tanees-within 

-2- HB 934 
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RB 0934/03 

distrietsa-Based--on--its--aftalys±s,--the--eoffllftissien--sha¼¼ 

~repare-a-report-and-recc111mendatiefts-£or-rea¼i9nin9-jttdieia¼ 

distriets-Eer-eonsiderat¼on-by-the-53rd-¼eg½s¼atttreo 

t3t--~he--eeffllftisston-sha±¼-reeeiYe-sta££-assis~anee-from 

the-¼e9is¼ative--eottnei¼.--~he--0££iee--0£--the--¼egis¼atiYe 

attditer7--the--department-0£-eoffllfteree7-and-the-0£fiee-0£-the 

sttpreme-eottrt-adfflinistrator-sha¼l-assist-and-eooperate--with 

the-eoJBJ1ission-as-reqttired• 

t4t--beqis¼ative--Members-sha¼¼-reeei~e-eompensation-and 

expenses-as-provided-in--5-i-3&i.--fttb¼ie--members--and--the 

state--bar-representative-shail-reee±ve-mi¼ea9e-and-expenses 

as-pre~±ded-±ft-i-l8-58l-~hre~gh-i-l8-583~ 

NBW-SBe~f8No--Seee¼en-iT--Appropriation.----~here-----±s 

apprepriated-$1,586-from-the-9enerai-fund-to-the-¼e9islative 

eottnei¼-Eor-pttrposes-of-the-stttdy-reqttired-by-fthis-aet+• 

Seetion-3T--Seetion-3-5-i8¼T-M€A,-±s-ameftded-to-read~ 

4 3-5-%8¼,--dttdieia¼--distriets--def±nedT--Tn--this-state 

there-are-~9 i%-;ttdieia¼-distriets,-distribttted-as-foi¼owsT 

t±t--ist--distriet~--bewis--and--e¼ark--and---Broadwster 

eottnties~ 

tit--ind-d±striet~-Si¼ver-Bow-€ottneyT 

t3t--3rd--distriet~--9eer--bodqe,--Sranite,--and--Powe¼¼ 

eottnties; 

t4t--4th--di~trietT--M±ssett¼a, and-Mineral,-and-RavatT+ 

eottnt±es, 

-3- HB 934 
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t5t--5th-district~-Bea¥erhead,--ae££erson7--and--Madison 

€ottnties; 

t6t--6th-distrietT-Park-and-Sweet-Srass-eottnties; 

t7t--Tth--distriet~--aawson,--Me€one,-Riehiaftd7-Prairie7 

and-Wibatt~-eettnties~ 

t6t--Bth-distriee~-eascade-€ettnty; 

t9t--9th-dise~iet~-~eton,-Pondera,--~oe¼e7--and--S¼acier 

€ottnties~ 

f¼6t-¼8th--distr±et~-Pergtts,-dttd±th-Basin,-and-Petro¼ettm 

€ottntiesr 

t±it-i¼th-diet~iet~-P¼athead-€ettn~y; 

tiit-¼~th--d±str±et~---bieerty,---Hi¼l,---and---ehottteatt 

eonnt±es~ 

t±3t-¼3th-distriet~-¥el¼ovstene,-St¼¼¼water,-earbon,-and 

B±9-Horn-eottnt±es; 

t±4t-i4th--distrietT--Mea9her,-Wheatland,-So¼den-Ya¼¼ey7 

and-Mttsee¼she¼¼-€ottnties; 

t¼St-lSth-distr±et~--Rooseve¼t,--Ban¼e¼s,--and--Sher±dan 

eounties; 

ti6t-16th---distriet~--ettster,--earter,--Pa¼¼on7--Powder 

River,-Sarfie¼d,-Treasttre,-and-Resebttd-€ottnties; 

tlit-¼ith--d±str±ct~--Phii¼ips,---B¼a±ne,---and---Va¼¼ey 

eoant±es; 

t±6t-¼8th-d±~triet~-6a±±at±n-eoanty; 

t±9t-¼9th-d±str±et~-b±neo¼n-€ottnty; 

-4- RB 934 
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ti8t-%9th-d±striet~-bake-and-Sanders-€ettnt±es~ 

t~¼t-~¼st-d%str±ct~-Rava¼¼~-€ettnty,• 

NEW-SE€~¾8HT--Seetion-~,--E££ect±ve ~ates,-t¼t-fSections 

¼,--x,--and--tft±s-sect±o~+-are ~A~E~-fTHfS-A~~±-TS e££eet±ve 

dttiy-l,-l99iT 

tit--tSeet±ons-3-and-SJ-are-e££eet±ve-danoary-½,-¼99i, 

NBW-SB€Tr8NT--Seet±e~-5T--App±±eab±±±tyT-The--jttdge--rer 

the-i¼st-;ttd±eia¼-d±str±et-mttst-~e-appo±nted-ey-the-~overnor 

±n-Mareh-¼99i-and-sha¼¼-take-e££iee-a£ter-appe±ntment, 

SECTION 1. SECTION 3-5-101, MCA, ,S AMENDED TO READ: 

•3-s-101. Judicial districts defined. In this state 

there are i9 ll judicial districts, distributed as follows: 

(1) 1st district: Lewis and Clark and Broadwater 

Counties; 

(2) 2nd district: Silver Bow County; 

{3) 3rd district: Deer Lodge, Granite, and Powell 

Counties: 

(4) 4th district: Missoula7 and Mineral,-a"d-Ra~a¼¼i 

Counties~ 

(5) 5th district: Beaverhead, Jefferson, and Madison 

Counties; 

(6) 6th district: Park and Sweet Grass Counties; 

(7) 7th district: Dawson, McCone, Richland, Prairie, 

and Wibaux Counties; 

(8) 8th district: Cascade County; 
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(9) 9th district: Teton, Pondera, Toole, and Glacier 

Counties; 

(10) 10th district: Fergus, Judith Basin, and Petroleum 

Counties; 

(11) 11th district: Flathead County; 

(12) 12th district: Liberty, Hill, and Chouteau 

Counties: 

(13) 13th district: Yellowstone, Stillwater, Carbon, and 

Big Horn Counties; 

{14) 14th district: Meagher, Wheatland, Golden Valley, 

and Musselshell Counties; 

(15) 15th district: Roosevelt, Daniels, and Sheridan 

Counties; 

( 16) 16th district: Custer, Carter, Fallon, Powder 

River, Garfield, Treasure, and Rosebud Counties; 

(17) 17th district: Phillips, 

Counties; 

Blaine, 

( 18) 18th district: Gallatin County; 

I 19) 19th district: Lincoln County; 

and 

( 20) 20th district: Lake and Sanders CountiesL 

(21! 21st district: Ravalli Count.r_." 

Valley 

NEW SECTION. SECTION 2. APPLICABILITY. THE JUDGE FOR 

THE 21ST JUDICIAL DISTRICT MUST BE APP9~NPEB-B¥-THB-69YBRN9R 

BEP9RE-aANHAR¥-l,-±993, ELECTED AT THE GENERAL ELECTION TO 

BE HELD IN NOVEMBER 1992 AND SHALL TAKE OFFICE ON JANUARY 1, 
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1 1993. 

-End-
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