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INTRODUCED BY 
~-$1£ 

BYLREQUEST OF THE DEPARTMENT 

OF HEALTH AND ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCES 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO GENERALLY REVISE THE 

LAWS RELATING TO REGISTRATION OF DEATH CERTIFICATES AND THE 

REMOVAL OF DEAD BODIES; AND REPEALING SECTIONS 50-15-401, 

50-15-402, 50-15-403, 50-15-404, AND 50-15-405, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY TBE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

NEW SECTION. Section 1. Authorization for removal of 

body from place of death. (1) A body may be removed from the 

place of death by a funeral director or mortician licensed 

by the board of morticians, provided for in 2-15-1853, or 

other persons in charge of disposition of the dead body, 

only upon the written authorization of the physician in 

attendance at death or the coroner having jurisdiction when 

death is not medically attended. The written authorization 

must be made on a form prescribed by the department and 

must, at a minimum, contain information regarding the name 

of the deceased and the name of the person to whom the body 

was released. 

(2) The written authorization required in subsection 

(1) permits removal of a body from the place of death to 
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LC 1190/01 

another location within the state only. One copy of the 

removal authorization must be mailed, within 24 hours of the 

removal of the body, to the local registrar of the 

registration area in which the death occurred. 

NEW SECTION. Section 2. Death certificate to be filed. 

(l) The person in charge of disposition of the dead body 

shall obtain personal data required by the department from 

persons best qualified to supply the data and enter it on 

the registration part of the death certificate. The person 

in charge of disposition shall remove the clerk and recorder 

copy from the death certificate packet and file it with the 

clerk and recorder of the county in which the death occurred 

within 3 days of the date of death. The person shall mail to 

the local registrar for the registration area in which the 

death occurred a copy of the registration part of the death 

certificate within 48 hours of the date of death. 

(2) The person in charge of disposition of the dead 

body shall present the state copy of the death certificate 

to the physician or coroner responsible for the medical 

certification of the cause of death. The person shall obtain 

the completed certification of the cause of death from the 

physician or coroner, and the person shall, within 20 days 

of the date of death, file the completed state death 

certificate with the loca~ regist:ar f~r the registration 

area in which Lhe death occurred. 
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(3) If it appears that the death resulted from other 

than natural causes, such as suicide or homicide, the person 

in charge of disposition of the body and the local registrar 

shall immediately notify the coroner who shall investigate 

and certify the cause of death. 

NEW SECTION. Section 3. Notification and confirmation 

of final disposition. (1) Final disposition of a dead body 

is by: 

(a) burial; 

(b) cremation; or 

(c) transportation out of the state for burial or 

cremation. 

(2} The person in charge of disposition shall provide 

information about the location and date of disposition 

required by the department on a form prescribed by the 

16 department. This form must be signed and dated by: 

17 (a) the person in charge of the location or cemetery 

18 where the body is interred; 

19 (b} the owner or operator of the crematory where the 

20 body was cremated; or 

21 {c} the person outside Montana who takes possession of 

22 the body for burial or cremation. One copy of this signed 

23 form must be mailed, within 24 hours of final disposition~ 

24 to the local registrar of the registration area in which the 

25 death occurred. 
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(3) The person in charge of disposition requiring 

transportation of a body out of the state for any purposes 

shall obtain a written permit from the department prior to 

transporting the body across the state line. A copy of the 

permit must accompany the body to its out-of-state 

destination. 

NEW SECTION. Section 4. Repealer. Sections 50-15-401, 

50-15-402, 50-15-403, 50-15-404, and 50-15-405, MCA, are 

repealed. 

NEW SECTION. Section 5. Codification instruction. 

[Sections 1 through 3J are intended to be codified as an 

integral part of Title SO, chapter 15, part 4, and the 

provisions of Title 50, chapter 15, part 4, apply to 

[sections 1 through 3]. 

-End-
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BOUSE BILL NO. 895 

INTRODUCED BY J. BROWN 

BY REQUEST OF THE DEPARTMENT 

OF HEALTH AND ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCES 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO GENERALLY REVISE THE 

LAWS RELATING TO REGISTRATION OF DEATH CERTIFICATES AND THE 

REMOVAL OF DEAD BODIES; AND REPEALING SECTIONS 50-15-401, 

50-¼5-40i, 50-15-403, 50-15-404, AND 50-15-405, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

NEW SECTION. Section 1. Authorization for removal of A 

DEAD body from place of death. (1) A DEAD body may be 

removed from the place of death by a funeral director or 

mortician licensed by-the-bea~d-o!-mertician~,-~re•~ded--£or 

in--i-¼5-¼8537 UNDER 37-19-302, HIS AGENT, or other persons 

in charge of disposition of the dead body, only upon the 

written OR ORAL authorization of the ~ physician in 

attendanee-a~-death-er-the-coroner-ftav±~~-;tt~isdietion--when 

death--is--"et--medieai±y--atte"ded, CORONER, OR MORTICIAN 

LICENSED UNDER TITLE 37. The written authorization must be 

made on a form prescribed by the department and-mtt~t,-s~-a 

ffl¼ftifflttffl7 -centa±n--±n£ormation--re~ard±n9--the--neme--e£--the 

deceased--and--the--fteme--0£-the-persen-te-whem-the-body-we~ 

re¼eesed. 
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(2) The wr¼tten authorization required in subsection 

(1) permits removal of a body from the place of death to 

another location within-the-state--onty. One copy of the 

removal authorization must be mailed OR DELIVERED, within~• 

72 hours of the removal of the body, to the local registrar 

e£ IN the registration area ±n--whiek WHERE the death 

occurred. 

NEW SECTION. Section 2. Death OR FETAL DEATH 

certificate to be filed. {l) The person in charge of 

disposition of the dead body shall obtain personal data ON 

THE DECEASED, OR ON THE PARENTS IN THE CASE OF A FETAL 

DEATH, required by the department from persons best 

qualified to supply the data and enter it on the 

registratien--part--0£ the death OR FETAL DEATH certificate. 

~he-persen-tn-eharge-0£-d±sposit±on-sha¼¼-remo~e--the--e¼er~ 

and-recorder-copy-£rom-the-deatk-eert¼Eicate-pae~e~-ene-£i¼e 

±t--with--the--e¼er~-end-recorder-0£-the-eo~n~y-in-wh±ch-the 

death-eeeHr~ed-with±n-3-days--e£--the--det@--oE--deathT--~he 

per~on---sha¼%---mait---te---the--%oca¼--re~i~tra~--Eor--~fte 

~e9±stret~on-area-i~-wh±eh-the-death-eee~rred-a-copy-0£--the 

reg±stration--part--o€-the-deat~-eerti£ieate-w±th±n-48-ho~r~ 

of-the-date-ef-death~ 

(2) The person in charge of disposition of the dead 

body shall present t~~-state-eepy-or the death certificate 

to the physician or coroner responsible for the medical 

-2-
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certification of the cause of death. The person shall obtain 

the completed certification of the cause of death from the 

physician or coroner, and the person shall, within i8--day9 

0£--the--date--0£--death THE TIMEFRAME PRESCRIBED BY THE 

DEPARTMENT, file the completed state death OR FETAL DEATH 

certificate with the local registrar fer IN the registration 

area ift-wh¼eh WHERE the death occurred. 

t3t--tf--±t--appeare--thst-~he-death-~esttiCed-£rem-other 

~han-natttra¼-eattses,-stteh-as-stt±e±de-e~-hem±e±de,-~he-pePsea 

±n-ehar~e-0£-dispes¼~ien-0£-the-eody-and-the-~eea¼-reqisCPsr 

sha¼¼-ifflfflediete¼y-ne~¼fy-the-eerefter-whe--sha¼+--±"~estiqate 

and-eer~ify-the-eattse-ef-deatn~ 

NEW SECTION. Section 3. Notification and confirmation 

of final disposition. (1) Final disposition of a dead body 

is by: 

{a) burial, ENTOMBMENT, OR BURIAL AT SEA; 

(b) cremation; or 

(c) transportation out of the state for burial or 

cremation.L.,Qg 

(DJ ANATOMICAL DONATION. 

(2) The person in charge of disposition shall provide 

information about the location and date of disposition 

required by the department on a form prescribed by the 

24 department. ~his-forffl-Mttst-be-signed-and-dated-by~ 

25 tat--the--person--¼n--eharge-of-the-%oeation-or-eemetery 
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where-the-body-¼s-iftterred7 

tbt--the-owner-or-eperator-0£-the--erefflatery--where--the 

body-was-eremated7-or 

tet--the--~ersoft-o~ts±de-Montana-who-ta~es-possession-0£ 

the-boey-for-b~riat-or-eremationo-ene-eo~y--o~--th±s--signed 

£orm--mttst--be-ma±¼ed,-w±thin-i4-hottrs-0£-£ina%-d±spes±tion7 

to-the-¼oea¼-reg¼etrar-0£-the-reg¼etrat±on-area-¼n-wftieh-the 

death-oeettrred7 

t3t--~he--person--±n--eharge--0£--d¼spos±t±on--reqttirin9 

transpertation-o£-a-body-ottt-oE-the-state-£or--any--pttrposes 

sha%%--obte~n--e-wr±tten-perfflit-£roffl-tke-department-pr±or-to 

traneportin9-the-body-aeross-the-state-i±ne7-A-eopy--of--the 

permit---mttst---aeeom~any---the--body--to--its--oot-0£-state 

destinat¼onT 

NEW SECTION. Section 4. Repealer. Sections 50-15-401, 

56-f5-40r7 50-15-403, 50-15-404, and 50-15-405, MCA, are 

repealed. 

NEW SECTION. Section 5. Codification instruction. 

(Sections 1 through 3] are intended to be codified as an 

integral part of Title 50, chapter 15, part 4, and the 

provisions of Title 50, chapter 15, part 4, apply to 

{sections 1 through J]. 

-End-
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HOUSE BILL NO, 895 

INTRODUCED BY J. BROWN 

BY REQUEST OF THE DEPARTMENT 

OF HEALTH AND ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCES 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO GENERALLY REVISE THE 

LAWS RELATING TO REGISTRATION OF DEATH CERTIFICATES AND THE 

REMOVAL OF DEAD BODIES: AND REPEALING SECTIONS 50-15-401, 

58-¼5-48i'7 50-15-403, 50-15-404, AND 50-15-405, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

NEW SECTION. Section 1. Authorization for removal of_A 

DEAD body from place of death. (l) A DEAD body may be 

removed from the place of death by a funeral director or 

mortician licensed by-~fte-board-0£-mor~ieiafts,-pro•ided--for 

i"--i-¼5-¼853, UNDER 37-19-302, HIS AGENT, or other persons 

in charge of disposition of the dead body, only upon the 

written OR ORAL authorization of the ~ physician ~" 

a~te"danee-at-death-or-~he-eero"er-hav¼"g-;ttrisdietio"--whe" 

deat~--i9--not--mediea¼¼y--attended, CORONER, OR MORTICIAN 

LICENSED UNDER TITLE 37. The writteft authorization must be 

made on a form prescribed by the department a"d-fflttS~y-at-a 

ffl¼n¼fflttffl7-eentain--in£ormat±on--re9ardin9--the--name--of--the 

deeea~ee--an~--the--name--e£-the-peP~on-to-whom-the-body-"a~ 

rei::eased. 
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(2) The writeen authorization required in subsection 

(l} permits removal of a body from the place of death to 

another location v~ehin-the-sta~e--on¼y. One copy of the 

removal authorization must be mailed OR DELIVERED, within %4 

72 hours of the removal of the body, to the local registrar 

0£ ~ the registration area in--whieh ~ the death 

occurred. 

NEW SECTION. Section 2. Death 

certificate to be filed. (l) The 

OR 

person 

FETAL DEATH 

in charge of 

disposition of the dead body shall obtain personal data ON 

THE DECEASED, OR ON THE PARENTS IN THE CASE OF A FETAL 

DEATH, required by the department from persons best 

qualified to supply the data and enter it on the 

re9istrat¼on--pare--ef the death OR FETAL DEATH certificate. 

~he-person-in-eharge-of-disposieion-sha¼¼-remeve--tfte--ei::er~ 

and-reeerder-eopy-irom-the-eea~h-eerti£ieate-peeket-and-fi¼e 

it--with--the--e¼erK-and-reeerder-of-the-eottnty-~~-whieh-the 

dea~h-eeettrred-within-3-days--e£--the--date--of--deatn7--~he 

person---shal¼---lftllt~---to---~he--toeaT--registrar--£or--the 

~egi~tration-area-tn-whieh-the-death-eeettrred-a-eo~y-oE--the 

reg¼stratio"--part--ef-~he-death-eertifieate-within-48-he~rs 

et-the-date-et-death~ 

{2) The person in charge of disposition of the dead 

body shall present the-stete-eepy-er lhe death certificate 

to the physician or coroner responsible for the medical 

-2- HB 895 
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certification of the cause of death. The person shall obtain 

the completed certification of the cause of death from the 

physician or coroner, and the person shall, within i8--deys 

ef--the--4ate--e£--4eeth TBE TIMEPRAME PRESCRIBED BY THE 

DEPARTMENT, file the completed state death OR FETAL DEATH 

certificate with the local registrar rer IN the registration 

area in-whieh ~ the death occurred. 

t~t--¼f--tt--appears--that-the-death-resu¼ted-from-etfter 

tftan-natttrai-eattses,-sach-es-stt¼eide-er-hemiei~e7-tfte-perso~ 

in-ehar~e-of-d½epesttieft-ef-the-body-and-the-¼eea¼-re~ist~ar 

9fta¼¼-i1'1fflediate¼y-noti~y-the-eerofter-whe--sfta¼¼--iftvesti~ate 

and-eertify-tfte-eattse-e~-deatftT 

NEW SECTION. Section 3. NOtification and confiraation 

of final disposition. (1) Final disposition of a dead body 

is by: 

(a) burial, ENTOMBMENT, OR BURIAL AT SEA; 

(b) cremation; er 

{c) transportation out of the state for burial or 

cremation: OR 

ID) ANATOMICAL DONATION. 

(2) The person in charge of disposition shall provide 

information about the location and date of disposition 

required by the department on a form prescribed by the 

24 department. Th¼s-ferm-mast-be-signed-and-date5-by~ 

25 tat--the--~ersen--in--eharge-ef-the-¼oeat*on-er-eemetery 
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where-tfte-bedy-*s-interred~ 

tbt--ehe-ewner-or-eperater-e!-the--erematory--where--ehe 

body-vas-eremated~-er 

tet--tfte--persen-oats½de-Montane-wfte-eakes-pessess½en-ef 

~he-bedy-£or-ettr¼a¼-er-eremat¼en~-ene-eepy--eE--this--s¼1ned 

£orm--mttst--be-ma*¼edT-within-~4-hettrs-oE-£ina¼-d½spesit¼en, 

te-the-½oea¼-reg¼strar-0£-the-re~istrat¼en-area-¼n-wh¼eh-~he 

death-oeettrredT 

t3t--~he--~ersen--½fl--eharqe--o£--d±spesition--r~tt±rin~ 

t~aftspertat½ofl-0£-e-eedy-oat-e~-the-9tate-fer--any--parpeses 

shall--ebtai~--a-written-permit-from-the-depertment-prier-to 

t~aftsportin~-the-hedy-aeross-the-state-½ineT-A-eopy--e~--the 

permit---mast---aeeompany---the--body--to--its--oat-of-state 

destination. 

NEW SECTION. Section 4. Repealer. sections 50-15-401, 

58-¼5-48i7 50-15-403, 50-15-404, and 50-15-405, MCA, are 

repealed. 

NEW SECTION. Section 5. Codification instruction .. 

[Sections 1 through 31 are intended to be codified as an 

integral part of Title SO, chapter 15, part 4, and the 

provisions of Title 50, chapter 15, part 4, apply to 

[sections 1 through 3). 

-End-
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