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~.5£ BILL NO. SJ:2 
INTRODUCED BY Do0,s;\\14 B}~/d.., 

0 

BY REQUEST OF THE DEPARTMENT OF INSTITUTIONS -1.:c:;-

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO REVISE REQUIREMENTS 

FOR SCREENING VOLUNTARY ADMISSIONS TO THE MONTANA STATE 

HOSPITAL; TO REQUIRE ADMITTING PROFESSIONALS TO ASSURE THAT 

INDIVIDUALS WHO ARE VOLUNTARILY ADMITTED TO THE STATE 

HOSPITAL REQUIRE INPATIENT TREATMENT AND THAT 

COMMUNITY-BASED SERVICES CANNOT PROVIDE ADEQUATE EVALUATION 

OR TREATMENT: TO GRANT THE DEPARTMENT OF INSTITUTIONS 

AUTHORITY TO ADOPT RULES; AMENDING SECTION 53-21-111, MCA; 

AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE." 

STATEMENT OF INTENT 

A statement of intent is necessary for this bill because 

it requires the department of institutions to adopt rules to 

implement the provisions of 53-21-111(2). 

It is the intent of the legislature that rules adopted 

by the department provide procedures and standards for 

voluntary admissions to the Montana state hospital. 

Procedures for voluntary admissions should provide for the 

designation of "admitting professionals" whose function is 

to assure that individuals who are voluntarily admitted to 

the state hospital have a me~tal disorder that requires 
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inpatient treatment and that available community-based 

services cannot provide adequate evaluation or treatment. 

It is also intended that rules address the number, 

responsibilities, and qualifications of the admitting 

professionals and their knowledge of the public mental 

health system, including alternatives to inpatient treatment 

at the Montana state hospital. 

Finally, it is intended that rules encourage treatment 

of mental illness in the least restrictive environment 

necessary to achieve the purposes of commitment, as required 

in 53-21-101 and 53-21-142. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 53-21-111, MCA, is amended to read: 

"53-21-111. Voluntary admission. (1) Nothing in this 

part may be construed in any way as limiting the right of 

any person to make voluntary application for admission at 

any time to any mental health facility or professional 

person. An application for admission to a mental health 

facility shall be in writing on a form prescribed by the 

facility and approved by the department. It is not valid 

unless it is approved by a professional perso~ and a copy is 

given to the person voluntarily admitting himself. A 

statement of the rights of the person voluntarily applying 

for admission, as set out in this part, including the right 

-2- INTRODUCED BILL 
tl6 ,,,., 
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to release, shall be furnished to the patient within 12 

hours. 

12) Any An 

for admission to 

applicant 

the state 

who wishes to voluntarily apply 

hospital shall first obtain 

eerti£%eation--from-a-p~o£ess±ona¼-person-that-t~e-app¼±eant 

~s-stt££er±ng-£rom-a-menta¼-d±serder•-~he-pro£essiona¼-person 

mttst-then-obta±n-eon£±rma~¼on-£rom-a-eofMlttn±ty-menta¼-hea¼th 

eenter-that-the-Eae±¼±t±es-ava¼¼ab¼e-to--the--menta¼--hea¼th 

reg±on--±n-wh±eh-the-app½±eant-res±des-are-ttnab¼e-to-prov±de 

adeqttate-e•a¼ttat¼on--and--treatment.--~he--department--shai¼ 

adopt--rtt¼es-to-estab¼±sh-a-proeedttre-whereby-a-pro£ess¼ona¼ 

perseft-sfta¼¼-e8ta±ft-the-eon£±rma~¼on-£rom-a-eeffllllttn±ty-menta¼ 

hee%tk-eenter-as-reqtt¼red-±n-th¼s-~eet±on referral from an 

admitting professional working in the community-based mental 

health system. Before admission may be approved, the 

admitting professional making the referral shall consult 

with the designated admitting professional at the state 

hospital. A voluntary admission may take place only when 

there is agreement between the admitting professional making 

the referral and the admitting professional at the state 

hospital that the applicant has a mental disorder that 

requires inpatient treatment and that services available 

through community-based services cannot provide adequate 

evaluation or treatment. The department shall adopt rules to 

imElement this subsection. 
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(3) An application for voluntary admission shall give 

the facility the right to detain the applicant for no more 

than 5 days, excluding weekends and holidays, past his 

written request for release, A mental health facility may 

adopt rules providing for detention of the applicant for 

less than 5 days. The facility must notify all applicants of 

such rules and post such rules as provided in 53-21-168, 

(4) Any person voluntarily entering or remaining in any 

mental health facility shall enjoy all the rights secured to 

a person involuntarily committed to the facility." 

NEW SECTION. Section 2. Effective date. [This act) is 

effective July 1, 1991. 

-End-

-4-



STATE OF MONTANA - FISCAL NOTE 
Form BD-15 

In compliance with a written request, there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note for HB0862, as introduced. 

DESCRlPTION QF PROPOSED LEGISLATION: 

A bill for an act entitled: "An act to revise requirements for screening voluntary admissions to the Montana State Hospital; 
to require admitting professionals to assure that individuals who are voluntarily admitted to the state hospital require 
inpatient treatment and that community-based services cannot provide adequate evaluation or treatment; to grant the 
Department of Institutions authority to adopt rules; amending section 53-21-111, MCA; and providing an effective date." 

ASSUMPTIONS: 

1. The screening process will be funded by the current level Mental Health System budget. 
2. Screening of potential Montana State Hospital voluntary admissions should tend to decrease the patient population 

somewhat near the latter part of the biennium; however, the extent of that decrease cannot be projected at this time. 

FISCJU, _Uu>ACT: 

Unknown at this time. 

LONG-RANGE EFFECTS OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION: 

This bill may reduce the population at the Montana State Hospital, which could result in long term savings in the operations 
budget. 

g:;: ,tJE;;?j 311-9 I 
ROD SUNDSTED, BUDGET DIRECTOR DATE 

c- ~~_2-,.,...~ ~.A ~ 
~ 

DOROTHY BRADLEY, PRIMARY SPON 
~{o}t{ct I 

DATE 
Office of Budget and Program Planning 

Fiscal Note for HB0862, as introduced 1-1~ v,z. 
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INTRODUCED BY Gcc:.d\.,L,. Bl~Jd__ 
d 

,ftoZ-

BY REQUEST OF THE DEPARTMENT OF INSTITUTIONS 4,:c_~­
~7 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO REVISE REQUIREMENTS 

FOR SCREENING VOLUNTARY ADMISSIONS TO THE MONTANA STATE 

HOSPITAL; TO REQUIRE ADMITTING PROFESSIONALS TO ASSURE THAT 

INDIVIDUALS WHO ARE VOLUNTARILY ADMITTED TO THE STATE 

HOSPITAL REQUIRE INPATIENT TREATMENT AND THAT 

COMMUNITY-BASED SERVICES CANNOT PROVIDE ADEQUATE EVALUATION 

OR TREATMENT; TO GRANT THE DEPARTMENT OF INSTITUTIONS 

AUTHORITY TO ADOPT RULES; AMENDING SECTION 53-21-111, MCA; 

AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE." 

STATEMENT OF INTENT 

A statement of intent is necessary for this bill because 

it requires the department of institutions to adopt rules to 

implement the provisions of 53-21-111(2). 

It is the intent of the legislature that rules adopted 

by the department provide procedures and standards for 

voluntary admissions to the Montana state hospital. 

Procedures for voluntary admissions should provide for the 

designation of "admitting professionals" whose function is 

to assure that individuals who are voluntarily admitted to 

the state hospital have a mental disorder that requires 
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inpatient treatment and that available community-based 

services cannot provide adequate evaluation or treatment. 

It is also intended that rules address the number, 

responsibilities, and qualifications of the admitting 

professionals and their knowledge of the public mental 

health system, including alternatives to inpatient treatment 

at the Montana state hospital. 

Finally, it is intended that rules encourage treatment 

of mental illness in the least restrictive environment 

necessary to achieve the purposes of commitment, as required 

in 53-21-101 and 53-21-142. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 53-21-111, MCA, is amended to read: 

•sJ-21-111. Voluntary admission. (1) Nothing in this 

part may be construed in any way as limiting the right of 

any person to make voluntary application for admission at 

any time to any mental health facility or professional 

person. An application for admission to a mental health 

facility shall be in writing on a form prescribed by the 

facility and approved by the department. It is not valid 

unless it is approved by a professional person and a copy is 

given to the person voluntarily admitting himself. A 

statement of the rights of the person voluntarily applying 

for admission, as set out in this part, including the right 

-2- SECOND READING 
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to release, shall be furnished to the patient within 12 

hours. 

( 2) Any An 

for admission to 

applicant 

the state 

who wishes to voluntarily apply 

hospital shall first obtain 

e~rtirieation--frem-a-profeeeional-peree"-tftat-the-app¼ieant 

is-e~££ering-£rom-a-mentai-disorder.-~he-pro£essiona¼-persen 

fflttst-theft-oetain-eeftfirmatien-from-a-eommttn±ty-menta¼-health 

eenter-thet-the-faeilities-avai¼ab¼e-te--the--menta¼--hea¼th 

reqion--in-which-the-app¼icant-resides-are-ttnab¼e-to-pro¥ide 

e~eqttate-e¥e¼ttetio~--and--treatment.--~he--depertment--sha¼l 

~dopt--rtties-to-eetab¼ish-a-proeed~re-whereby-a-profees¼ona¼ 

person-sha%¼-e&~e¼n-the-eenf¼rmet¼eft-rrem-a-eeflllftttftity-meftta¼ 

hea¼t~-eeftte~-as-required-in-this-section referral from an 

admitting professional working in the community-based mental 

health system. Before admission may be approved, the 

admitting professional making the referral shall consult 

with the designated admitting professional at the state 

hospital. A voluntary admission may take place only when 

there is agreement between the admitting professional making 

the referral and the admitting professional at the state 

hospital that the applicant has a mental disorder that 

requires inpatient treatment and that services available 

23 through community-based services cannot provide adequate 

24 evaluation or treatment. The department shall adopt rules to 

25 im£lement this subsection. 
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13) An application for voluntary admission shall give 

the facility the right to detain the applicant for no more 

than 5 days, excluding weekends and holidays, past his 

written request for release. A mental health facility may 

adopt rules providing for detention of the applicant for 

less than 5 days. The facility must notify all applicants of 

such rules and post such rules as provided in 53-21-168. 

{4) Any person voluntarily entering or remaining in any 

mental health facility shall enjoy all the rights secured to 

a person involuntarily committed to the facility.•• 

NEW SECTION. Section 2. Effective date. [ This act] 

effective July 1, 1991. 

-End-

-4-
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A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO REVISE REQUIREMENTS 

FOR SCREENING VOLUNTARY ADMISSIONS TO THE MONTANA STATE 

HOSPITAL; TO REQUIRE ADMITTING PROFESSIONALS TO ASSURE THAT 

INDIVIDUALS WHO ARE VOLUNTARILY ADMITTED TO THE STATE 

HOSPITAL REQUIRE INPATIENT TREATMENT ANO THAT 

COMMUNITY-BASED SERVICES CANNOT PROVIDE ADEQUATE EVALUATION 

OR TREATMENT; TO GRANT THE DEPARTMENT OF INSTITUTIONS 

AUTHORITY TO ADOPT RULES; AMENDING SECTION 53-21-111, MCA; 

AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE," 

STATEMENT OF INTENT 

A statement of intent is necessary for this bill because 

it requires the department of institutions to adopt rules to 

implement the provisions of 53-21-111(2). 

It is the intent of the legislature that rules adopted 

by the department provide procedures and standards for 

voluntary admissions to the Montana state hospitalw 

Procedures for voluntary admissions should provide for the 

designation of "admitting professionals" whose function is 

to assure that individuals who are voluntarily admitted to 

the state hospital have a me~tal disorder that requires 
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inpatient treatment and that available community-based 

services cannot provide adequate evaluation or treatment. 

It is also intended that rules address the numberr 

responsibilities, and qualifications of the admitting 

professionals and their knowledge of the public mental 

health system, including alternatives to inpatient treatment 

at the Montana state hospital. 

Finally, it is intended that rules encourage treatment 

of mental illness in the least restrictive environment 

necessary to achieve the purposes of commitment, as required 

in 53-21-101 and 53-21-142. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 53-21-111, MCA, is amended to read: 

0 53-21-111. Voluntary adaiesion. (1) Nothing in this 

part may be construed in any way as limiting the right of 

any person to make voluntary application for admission at 

any time to any mental health facility or professional 

person. An application for admission to a mental health 

facility shall be in writing on a form prescribed by the 

facility and approved by the department. It is not valid 

unless it is approved by a professional person and a copy is 

given to the person voluntarily admitting himself. A 

statement of the rights of the person voluntarily applying 

for admission, as set out in this partr including the right 

-2-
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to release, shall be furnished to the patient within 12 

hOUTS. 

(2) Any ~ applicant who wishes to voluntarily apply 

for admission to the state hospital shall first obtain 

eert½f½eation--frem-a-pr~fessiona¼-perse"-that-the-appiieant 

is-safter±n9-froffl-9-mentai-d¼sorderT-~he-prefessienal-persen 

ffl~S~-tften-ebtain-eenfirMatien-frem-e-coftllllttnity-mefttel-ftea¼th 

eenter-that-the-£aei¼it¼es-aYai¼ab¼e-to--the--mentai--hea¼th 

re9ien--in-wh~eh-the-epp¼ieant-resides-are-~nab¼e-to-pre•ide 

adeqttate-eva¼~atien--and--treatment.--~he--departme"t--shai¼ 

adept--rttles-to-estah¼ish-a-preeedare-whereby-a-prefessiena¼ 

persen-sha¼¼-ebtain-the-eenfi~1M1t*on-~~effl-a-ee11111.ttn±ty-men~a½ 

hea¼th-eente~-aa-reqaired-±n-tftis-see~ten ~eferral from an 

14 admitting professional working in the community-based mental 

15 health system. Before admission may be approved, the 

16 

17 

admitting professional making the referral shall consult 

with the designated admitting professional at the state 

18 hospital. A voluntary admission may take place only when 

19 there is agreement between the admitting professional making 

20 the referral and the admitting professional at the state 

21 hospital that the applicant has a mental disorder that 

22 requires inpatient treatment and that services available 

23 through community-based services cannot provide adequate 

24 evaluation or treatment. The department shall adopt rules to 

25 im2lement this subsection. 
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(3) An application for voluntary admission shall give 

the facility the right to detain the applicant for no more 

than 5 days, excluding weekends and holidays, past his 

written request for release. A mental health facility may 

adopt rules providing for detention of the applicant for 

less than 5 days. The facility must notify all applicants of 

such rules and post such rules as provided in 53-21-168. 

(4) Any person voluntarily entering or remaining in any 

mental health facility shall enjoy all the rights secured to 

a person involuntarily co1'11Dlitted to the facility.• 

NEW SECTION. Section 2. Effective data. [This act] is 

effective July 1, 1991. 

-End-

-4-




